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TO  THE 


HONORABLE  AND  RIGHT  REVEREND 

BROVVNLOW, 

LORD  BISHOP  OF  WINCHESTER, 

PRELATE  OF  THE  MOST  NOBLE  ORDER 
OP  THE  GARTER,  Sec. 


MY  LORD, 

][T  is  with  much  refpedt  that  I make  ufe  of  the 
permiffion,  you  have  given  me  of  prefixing  your 
name  to  this  volume,  which  cannot  but  ftamp  a 
credit  on  it,  much  beyond  its  merits.  The  honor 
your  Lordfhip  has  done  me  in  the  encouragement  of 
myHiftory  from  the  frrfk  publication  of  it,  and  this 


continuance 


DEDICATION. 


continuance  of  it  is  a dill  further  mark  of  your  par- 
tiality to  a county  with  which  you  are  dill  materially 
connected  by  the  relationlliip  of  your  noble  family, 
their  large  extended  property  and  principal  reiidence 
in  it,  a partiality  drengthened  by  your  Lord  (hip’s 
having  prelided  over  the  chapter  of  the  metropoli- 
tical  church  of  Canterbury,  when  you  fird  honored 
me  with  your  notice,  and  where  the  liberal  conduCt 
and  affability  of  dean  North  is  (till  held  in  a pleafing 
and  grateful  remembrance.  Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to 
return  you  my  mod  refpe&ful  thanks  for  thefe  re- 


peated marks  of  your  fayo;.  That  your  Lordfhip 
may  long  continue  to  mate  happy  that  diocefe,  over 
which  you  now  fo  worthily  prefide,  are  the  fervent 
wiffies  of,  my  Lord,  a,-. ...  . .. 

t/iamfr.o  j)5 1 ho 

Your  Lord  (hip’s 
much  obliged, 

*v. 

and  mod  obedient  fervant, 

■ LONDON,  ■ 

JAl,UARY  IO»  'if-  EDWARD  HASTED. 

K qrnj&ft  3ud  lonrieo  ;!-!dw  <0  ’-' -v  ■ - >.  1 ••mr 


;onorl  ;>rlT  ..uiiam  cii  hq opc-  p 

>o  faom:-;: . vooono  sdJ  ni  wu  i ; •jiiin.n 


‘•V- 


.h 


br.i 


Hijo  dip  itiri/a*  j »4ph 


'j'jaamuuo: 


- 


INDEX. 


The  letter  a refers  to  the  Appendix  of  additions  and  corre&ions  to  the  third 
and  fourth  volumes,  added  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 


A. 

-^^-BBEY  S,  alias  Abbot's  court, 
>u  Hoo,  io. 

Abergavenny,  Nevills,  lords, 
415,  account  of,  478,  492. 

Abergavenny,  Henry,  earl  of, 
pojfejfes  Birling  manor  and 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage, 
484,  488  ; Ryarlh  manor, 
492. 

Adams,  William,  a fatuous  fea- 
man,  228. 

Addincton,  jf,  542, 

A.  572. 

Adlams,  241. 

Adrian,  emperor , 330. 

Advowfon  in  grofs,  meaning  of, 
506. 

Asgelft hrep,  now  Aylesford, 
417. 

Aiglefla,  now  Eccles  manor, 

43  3- 

Albini,  William  de,  70. 

Alehin,  Mr.  521. 

Alchorne’s  389. 

Alcock,  Stephen,  232,  341. 

Aldon’s,  457. 

Alhallows,  Hoo,  parijh  of, 
27;  church  of,  13;  parijh , 
a.  566. 

Alhallows  House,  29. 

Allen’s,  339,  384. 

Alli noton,  parijh  of,  448, 

Allington,  Sir  Giles,  449. 

All  Saints  college.  See  Maid- 
ftone. 


Amhurfl,  J oh n,  pojfejfes  B oxley 
abbey,  339. 

Amhurll,  John,  pojfcffes  the 
court-lodge  in  Eall  Farleigh, 
377  ; an  ellate  in  Eall  Bar- 
ming,  389  , Hall  place,  390; 
Barnjet,  395. 

Amhurlt’s.of  Barming  and  Eall 
Farleigh,  339,  396,  397,  ac- 
count of,  375,  381. 

Anabaptifts,  their  burying, 
ground,  262. 

Andfchohefham.  -See  Stoke. 

Antonius,  emperor , 231. 

ApuJderfields,  2 i 2. 

Arnold’s,  234. 

Archiepifcopa!  palace,  in  Gil- 
lingham ,231. 

Afigrove,feat , in  Sevenoke,  a. 
5 >7 

Ajhhurfl  place,  in  Speldhurft, 
a.  599. 

Altley,  Sir  John,  315,  339  ; 
John,  336. 

Altleys,  of  Maidftone  and  Al- 
lington, account  of,  288,  452, 
of  Norfolk,  442. 

Allyn,  Stephen,  362. 

At-Celar.  See  Celar. 

At  Hall  See  Hall, 

Atwood’s,  298. 

Aullen’s, baronets,  338,  of  Box- 
ley  abbey,  493. 

Aullen,  Frantis,  338. 

Aylesford,  lath  of , 1 ; pa- 
rish of,  4.16  ; manor,  167  ; 
piioiy,  409. 
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Aylesford, 


ii  INDEX. 

Aylesford,  Heneage,  earl  of,  Barrell’s,  of  Rochefter,  107. 

jioffeJJes  Shales-court,  300;  Barrowby,  William,  M.  D 
Great  Buckland  manor, 305  ; 362. 

mills  in  Boxley,  329  ; Ayles-  Barry,  John,  5. 
ford  priory,  430  ; Eccles  ma-  Bartholomew,  Leonard, patron 

of  Ryarfh  rtflory,  495,  pof 
fejjcs  Addington  manor  and 


nor,  433;  Rowe’s  place.  436 ; • 
Newnham  court,  339  ; Bur- 
ham  manor,  41  1 ; patron  of 
Ditton  redlory,  462. 
Aylesford,  countefs  dowager 
of,  refides  at  Aylesford  pri- 
ory, 431. 

B. 

Badlefmere  parifh,  206. 
Badlefroere’s,  213,  524. 
Badmonden  borough,  374. 
Baieux,  Odo,  bifhop  of,  3,35, 
39,  50,  65,  66,.  167,  168, 
171,185,204,233,328,331, 

3 i 3>  393’ 4'°’  449’  455 ’ 47 1 > 
475,489,497, 522, 536, 544. 
Baker’s,  of  Sifinghurft,  374, 

375 > 379 ’ 389-  395* 

Baldwin,  William,  leffee  of 
Maidflone  parfonage,  321. 
Bamberg,  John.  473. 

B'  vime’s,  of  Giliingham,  238, 
243.  245.  . 

Banks,  bir  John,  300,  305, 

316,  339*  4"-  436- 
Baidolph’s,  4,  8,  11,  16,  20. 
Ba'ham,  Henry,  460.  539. 
Barham’s,  322,  of  Watlhurft, 
297,  301. 

Barker^,  207. 

BaRMINC,  [vast,  parifh  of, 
383,  a.  570. 

Bar  mi  no.  West,  parifh  of 
392- . 

Barmelinges,  William  dd,  394. 
Barnard,  Chriilopher  Vane, 
lord,  306, 

Barnhani’s,  of  Hollingborne, 
207,  297. 

Barn  jet,  seat,  in  Weft  Bar- 
. ming,  392. 

Baronv,  tenure  of,  account 
476, 


°fy 


adeowfon,  547. 

Bartholomew’s,  160,  346,  of 
Addington,  account  of,  546. 
Bartons,  in  Stoke,  38. 

Bafte,  Mr.  460. 

Bafing’s,  167,  172,  472. 
Baynard’s,  479. 

Baynes,  Adam,  241. 

Beacons  eredled,  3. 

Beale,  Sir  John,  bar t.  301,355, 
Mr.  297  ; Richard,  365  ; 
Beale’s,  361. 

Brat  croft’s,  210. 

Beauchamp’s,  478. 

Beauhtz’s.of  G illingham,  234, 
246,  account  of  , 235. 

Bcle’s,  472. 

Bel  ford ’s,  poffefs  the  Grove  in 
Boxlev,  347. 

Belknap’s,  231,  242. 
Beluncle  manor,™  Hoo,  8 . 
Bcn/on,  John , prefcnt  vicar  of 
Boxley,  353. 

Bcrgavenny,  Nevills,  lords, 

account  of,  478,  492. 
Bergavcnny,  barony,  claim  of, 
48  1 . 

Bermelinge.  See  Banning. 
Bermondiey,  priory  of,  472, 
485.  _ 

Beft,  Richard,  poffejfes  Room- 
houfe,  in  Chatham,  215  ; 
Thomas  poffejfes  a houfe  in 
Boxley,  326;  Georg e,  pof 
fefj'es  Eccles  manor,  in  Ayles- 
ford,  434. 

Bell’s,  of  Chatham  and  Boxley, 
215,  223,  account  of,  326. 
Bettenf.-n,  Sir  Richard,  210. 
Bewley’s,  account  of  , 460,  465. 
Bezant,  a coin,  what  it  was , 
46a. 


BickerftafF? 


IN 

BickerftafF,  Sir  Charles,  465. 
Bigons,  alias  Digons  seat,  in 
Maidflone , 296. 

Bingle,  Jane,  lejfee,  of  Upberry 
portion  of  tithes,  249. 
Birkhead,  Charles,  pojfejfes 
Chatham  manor,  20 7. 
Birling,  parijh  of,  474; 

church  of,  473. 

Bifhop,  George,  267. 

Blague’s,  296. 

Blaze,  Wood,  in  Ay  les  ford,  447. 
Blifs,  Thomas,  316,  321. 
Bloomlbury,  reflor  of  St. 

George’s,  23. 

Blunt’s,  241 , 468. 

Boghurft,  an  eilate  in  Birling, 
474  ; family  of,  ibid. 
Bordirivere,  a.  557. 

Borough  court,  manor, in 
Eajl  Mailing,  459. 

Borrett,  Thomas,  356. 
Borstall  manor,  in  St. 

Margaret's , Rochejler , 164. 
Bofville’s,  of  Bradborne,  2 10, 
337- 

Botany,  183,  204,  280, 330, 
366,  385,  455. 

Botelers,  of  Teflon,  baronets , 
207,'  388,  396,  459  ; John, 

3 >7-. 

Bourchier,  Sir  Thomas,  31  j. 
Bourne’s,  of  Barham,  340, 

341  ■ . 

Bouverie,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  388, 

459-  . . 

Bower,  seat,  in  Hever,  a. 

558-  . , 

Bowzell,  manor,  m Chevening , 

A*  558  , 

Boxley,  parijh  of, , 324,  289  ; 

ABBEY,  account  of,  331,338, 

6,  10,  40,  42,  266,  339, 

340,  348,  350,  388. 

Boxley,  borough  of,  in  Hoo,  8. 

Bradbourn,  seat,  in  Eajl- 

Malling,  512. 

Bradbury,  Thomas,  232. 

Brakenbury,  Robert,  355. 

b 2 
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Brampton,  alias  Detling,  fa- 
mily of,  354. 

Brampton  manor  , in  Ditton, 
456. 

Brent’s,  450. 

Brett’s,  of  Mailing,  account  of 
511,  526,  528. 

Biett’s,  Sir  Robert,  387. 
Brewer’s  346  461. 

Bright’s,  38,  44. 

Brigg-S  Or.  William,  account 
of  521. 

B rifhing,  Jlreani  at,  360. 
Britons  and  Saxons,  battle  of 
419. 

Brittons,  farm,  in  Gillingham, 
248. 

Broadway,  hamlets  f 261.  ' 
Brocke,  what  it  was,  341. 
Brockhull’s,  403. 

Brockman,  Sir  William,  270. 

B romp  ton,  town  of , 11~J , A. 
568. 

Brooke-court,  manor,  in  Ditfon , 

459- 

Brooke,  Rev.  John  Kenward, 
pojfejfes  Seller  s manor,  406  ; 
a houfe  in  Town-Mailing, 
520. 

Brooke’s,  of  Rochefler  and 
Mailing,  162,  163,  189, 

405,  520. 

Brooker,  rirthur,  i 88. 
Brotherhood’s  Religious,  ac- 
count of  3 1 1 . 

Broucb’s,  298 

Brown's- court,  in  Eatonbridgc , 
a.  557. 

Brown , Samuel,  prefent  redlor  of 
lEoldham , 408. 

Brown’s,  379,  464  ; of  Beech- 
worth  caille,  540. 

Bruer.  See  Brewer. 

Buckhurll,  lord,  415. 
Buckerel’s,  169. 

Buckingham,  Owen,  209. 
Buckland,  Great  and  Little, 
in  Maidjione,  303,  305. 
Bufkins,  32 1 , 360. 


Bullock’s 
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Bullock's,  472. 

Burbige’s,  346. 

Burgh,  Hubert  de,  4,  70. 
Burherih,  family  of  289,  457. 
Burham,  parijh  of  409. 
Burley,  Sir  Simon  de,  501. 

Burt,  Mrs.  Sarah,  patron  of 
St.  Maries  redlory,  in  Hoo; 

26  ; of  High  Halltow,  29. 
Burville,  Rev.  Hen* y,  pojfejfes 
a houfe  in  Boxley,  325  ; 
prefent  re  ft  or  of  Ley  borne,  508. 
Bury -court , in  Cliff , a.  563. 
Builer,  Rev.  Joieph,  439. 

Byfet,  Richard,  403. 

C. 

Caefar’s,  107,  232,  415,  ac- 
count of , 293. 

Calatny,  Benjamin,  D.  D.  362. 
Cale,  John,  390. 

Calder,  Sir  Henry,  bart.  pof- 
feffes Park-houfe,  in  Maid- 
ltone  and  Boxley,  303,  327  ; 
Nether  Grange,  346. 

Calders,  of  Maidttone,  baro- 
nets, account  of,  302. 

Callis  court  See  Carew’c- 
court. 

Campbell, dukeof  Argyle,  and 
baron  of  Chatham,  203. 
Campion,  Abraham,  D.  D. 

362* 

Camps,  a dijlrift  in  Leyborne, 
507- 

Canterbury,  archbifliops  of. — 
Anfelm,5lo;  Arundel,  287, 
310,  322  ; Baldwin,  255  ; 
Bccket,  69  ; Boniface,  266, 
307,  369,  381  ; Corboil, 
254;  Courtney,  286,  308, 
317,  318;  Cranmer,  252, 
287,302,309, 319,323.358, 
364.  501, 506, 5 10, 5 11, .5 1 5, 
525,  532;  Hubert,  303; 
Iflip,  2S6  ; Juxon,  320,  359, 
365  ; Lanfranc.  328,  354, 
358  j Laud,  322;  Morton, 


79,  287,  292  ; Parker,  320; 
Reynolds,  307,  369,  381  ; 
Sancroft,  320  ; Tenifon, 
359,365;  Ufford,  286,  320. 
Canterbury,  archbfhop  of, 
229,  252,  265,  285,  510. 
Canterbury,  archbilhop of, pa- 
tron of  Detling  vicarage, 
358  ; poffeffes  Detling  par- 
sonage, ibid  ; patron  of  Loofe 
curacy,  364  ; poffeffes  Loofe 
parfonage,  ibid. 

Canterbury,  the  fee  of,  in, 

3°2>  354*  358- 

Canterbury,  priory  of,  41, 69, 
292,  361,  373,  536. 
Canterbury,  dean  and  chapter 
of,  362. 

Canterbury,  cattle  of,  71. 
Capell  s place,  in  Linton, 

3 67- 

Capell’s,  ibid. 

Capflon  hundred,  in  Gilling- 
ham, 227. 

Cardan's  manor,  in  Cliffe,  a. 

563- 

Carfw’s  court,  in  Ryarjh , 
492,  a.  571. 

Carew’s,  of  Beddington,  39, 

44>  25  3 > 492- 

Caring,  land  in  Maidftone, 
266. 

Carr,  Robert,  earl  of  Rochef- 
ter,  182. 

Carter , Arnold,  prefent  RECTOR 
of  St.  Margaret's , in  Rochejler , 
J82. 

Carter’s,  403. 

Cartwright’s,  509,  51 1. 
Cattle-guard,  tenure  of , 74. 
Catigern , the  Britijh  chief,  2 1 1, 
419  420. 

Celar’s  of  Woldham,  405. 
Celts,  infruments,  found  at 
Woldham,  400. 
Chadbourne,  Clement,  9. 
Chambers's  pof'efs  a moiety  of 
Wadeflade  manor,  210. 


Champneis’j 
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Cbampneis’s,  refide  at  Vinters, 
344- 

Chandler , George , Jnefent  red  or 
of  St.  Mary's,  Hoo,  27. 

Charles’s,  167,  172,  472.  ac- 
count of,  545. 

Charlton’s,  of  Boxley,  account 

°/»  3*5- 

Chatham  and  Gilling- 
ham, hundred  of,  191. 

Chatham,  jiarijh  of,  1 9 1 , A . 
567. 

Cheney’s,  239,  247. 

Cheil,treafurer,&c.of,at  Chat- 
ham, lioffefs  Newlands  ma- 
nor, in  St.  Maries,  Hoo, 23, 
account  of  the  charity,  218. 

C hellers,  meaning  of,  46. 

Chatwode’s,  47  1 . 

Chiding f one jiarijh,  a.  558. 

Chiffinch,  Thomas,  170. 

Child,  Robert,  trultees  of, 
jiojfefs  Rccheller  callle,  74. 

Chillikctone  manor,  in 
Maid/lone,  300. 

Chiltern  Langley,  priory  of, 
208. 

Cilt,  meaning  of  , 449. 

Ciriton  de,  family  of,  172. 

Ciftertians,  order  of,  their  ori- 
gin>  33  * ♦ 

Cities  and  towns,  their  antient 
tenure , 50. 

Clare,  family  of,  71,  378,  387. 

Clarke’s,  346. 

Clarke’s,  of  vRochefter  and 
Derbylhire,  502. 

Clarke’s,  alias  Nortop’s,  ac- 
count of,  540. 

Cliff e Jiarijh,  A.  563. 

Clifford’s,  457,  473. 

Clinton,  Sir  William,  477, 
500. 

Clinton  and  Snye,  lords,  477. 

Clive,  John,  389. 

Clotworthy’s,  469. 

Coall,  William  Stacey,  Jiof- 
fejfes  Chillington,  in  Maid, 
ltone,  301. 


Cobham Jiarijh,  2.  A.  561  ; col- 
lege, 10,  17,25. 

Cobham,  John  de,  to,  52,71, 

72,  73.  76»  ?3- 
Cobham,  Reginald  de,  17  ; 
Sir  Thomas,  73  ; John,  of 
Rocheder,  159  ; Margaret 
de,  378  ; Sir  Henry,  alias 
Brooke,  526. 

Cobham’s,  of  Cobham,  8,  17, 
41,  253,  300. 

Cobham,  Biooke’s,  lords,  6, 
21,  4G252,  257,  304,  3 1 1 , 

5 1 1 * 

Cobh.mi’s, of  Beluncle,  account 
of,  9,  i 1 ; of  Rundal,  345, 
450- 

Cocks,  Thomas,  209. 
Cocksheath,  account  of,  366. 
Cole,  Thomas,  313. 

Coleman,  Thomas,  535. 
Colr-mouth,  water  of , 250. 
Colepepyr’s,  of  Prellon-hall, 
389  ; account  of,  437  ; Colc- 
pepyr’s,of  Oxenhoath,  457, 
460, 539. 

Colepejer  family,  account  of, 
436  ; of  Ealt  Farleigh,377, 
381. 

Coinage,  of  money,  antient 
cujlomof,  56. 

Coker,  Mr.  325. 

Comford,  in  Birling,  474,  475. 
Corny  ns,  Mary,  170. 
Concubine,  the  king’s,  figns  as 
tvitnefs  to  vis  charter,  522. 
Connys,  of  Rochelle  r,  account 

^ of  \ 469,  159. 

Cook’s,  298  ; of  Stepney,  390. 
Cookf  one  jiarijh . a.  560. 

Coo  m be,  manor,  in  St.  Ma- 
ries, Hoo,  23,  A.  565. 
Copinger’s,  account  of,  31 
Cornhill,  William  de,  286. 
Cornwall,  John,  earl  of,  3155 
Richard,  earl  of,  553. 
Cornwall,  Thomas,  b. 

Corrall,  John,  pojfeffes  part  of 

Ecdes  manor,  433. 

Cosingtoj? 
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Cosincton  manor,/;;  Ayles- 
ford , 434  ; chapel,  445. 
Cofington,  family  of,  403, 
account  of,  434. 

Coiton’s,  of  Oxenhoath,  458, 
460  539. 

Coveney’s,  52 7. 

Covert’s,  343,  505. 

Court  lod  g e , in  Bexley,  346, 
in  Baft  Far  high , 375. 
Courtefy,  tenant  by,  account 
ef,  479.  _ 

Coivling parijn-,  A.  563. 

Cranford,  Rev.  Mr.  prefent  rec- 
tor of  Trottef  dive,  355. 
CrepitoCorde.  SceCrevequer. 
Crefty,  alias  Well  Park,  in 
Trottefclive  and  Wrotham, 

553*  0 

C«el-  ie  s,  489,  533. 
Crevequer’s,  167,  224,  394, 
553,  account  of,  205. 

Criol’s,  72,  73. 

Crifpt-’s,  298  ; of  Loofe,  362. 
Ctockhuril  b ’rough,  289. 
Crcmp,  Sir  !phn,  17. 

Crooke’.-,  298. 

Crookthorne’s,  254,  410,  475. 
Crow’s,  467,  468. 

Crundal,  church  of,  308. 
Croydon,  Richard,  236. 

Culing , hamlet,  in  Burham,  409. 
Culpeper.  See  Colepeper. 
Culpeper*  Thomas,  438. 
Currant,  William,  pojfcfjes  a 
houfe  in  Of  ham,  535. 

Curva  Spina,  Ralph  de,  410, 

475* 

Curva  Spina.  See  Crookthorne. 
Cufumale  Rofertfe,  book  or, 
103. 

Cults,  343. 

D. 

Dacre,  barorefs,  254. 

Dacre,  Fiennes,  lords,  41 1. 
Dalyfon,  Mr.  hjfee  of  Snodland 
manor  and  Holborough,466. 


Dalyfon’s,  214. 

D ampler,  Thomas,  D . 15  • prefent 
dean  of  Rochefer,  1 o l . 

Dane  court,  in  Gillingham , 

233»s3S-  . ' 

Danes,  tranfaftions  of,  163,422. 
Daniel,  Captain  John,  21. 
Dar.ne,  William,  p°JJeffes  a 
houfe  in  Gillingham,  227. 
Darby,  John,  372. 

Darling  green,  in  Gillinghantt 
227. 

Darnley,  John,  earl  of,  leffee 
of  Stoke  manor,  37. 

Dartford  priory,  17, 

Dartford  at  Heath  manor,  79. 
Date,  antient  one,  at  Prellon- 
hall,  439. 

Davenport,  Mr.  pojfejfes  Salt- 
works and  Wall-end  farm, 
in  Graine,  251,  254. 

Davis,  Robert,  221. 

Davy,  John,  M.  D.  314* 
Dawes,  Bethel,  30., 
Deladouefpe,  Rev.  Mr.  381. 
Delaune’s,  of  Shartled. 

Duce  g r e at,,  m a nor,  170, 

A-  567- 

Delce  Great,  alias  Lower 
Deice,  farm,  168,  170,  173, 
176. 

Delce  Littlf,  alias  Upper 
Deice,  m a no  k ,171,  79,173, 
176. 

Dehnd,  Humphry,  511. 
Denmark,  kiiTg , at  Roche/ler, 

49- 

Dene,  Stephen  de,  72. 

Denne,  John,  D D.  107  ; 
John,  A M . prefent  curate  of 
Maidfione,  324. 

Defpencer,  Thomas  Stapleton, 
lord,  pcjfeffes  Fail  Farleigh 
parionage,  382  ; Aylesford 
parfonage,  447. 

Dcfpei.ce. , Francis  Dafhwood, 

lord,  382. 

Defpencer,  barony,  creation  of, 

482. 

Defpencer, 
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Defpencer,  Sir  Philip  le,  206. 

Dhtli  ng,  pai'ifh  of,  289,  353, 
a.. 569. 

Detling,  chapel  of,  319, 
520;  family  of,  354. 

Deunlley,  John,  296 

Diggs’s.  472* 

Di  T ton , parijk  of,  455  ; 
PLACE,  461. 

Ditton,  Ralph  de,  289,  538. 

Doncafter,  James,  viicour.t, 
217. 

Dorman,  Wl-.\ry , Jioft'eftes  part  of 
Halfoke  manor,  307  ; a feat 
in  Ealt  Banning,  384. 

Dorfet.  Thomas  Grey,  marquis 
of,  292 

Dover,  Richard  Suffragan,  bi- 
fho  p of,  account  of , 208. 

Dover,  cattle  and  pore  of,  70, 

71* 

Do  uce,  Thomas  Augullus, 
pffeffcs  a houfe  in  Town- 
Mailing,  520. 

Douglas,  Mr.  his  Ntcnia  Bri- 
tannica,  p.  202. 

Doutfnvaite,  Rtv.  J\Ir  [irefcnt 
vicar  of  Alhalloius , Hoo,  34. 

Dowel,  Thomas,  540. 

Drake,  Sir  Francis,  218. 

D say  ton,  Mr.  lire  botanift , 4^4. 

Drury,  Mrs.  poffcftes  a feat  in 
Eaft  Farleigh,  372. 

D ucie,  Francis,  lord  . 74. 

Duck's  cou>t,  alias  Baud’s,  a. 
565. 

Duke’s,  of  Cofington,  435. 

Duling’s,  232. 

Dun-ttreet,  324. 

Duppa,  Baldwin  Duppa,  pcf 
feffes  Combe  manor,  in  yjt. 
Maries,  Hoo,  24;  lejjcc  of 
Combe  portion  of  tithes,  23  ; 
of  T udor’s  portion  of  tithes, 
p.  39;  pojfejfes  Malmaynes 
manor  in  Stoke,  40  ; tithes 
of  the  fame,  41  ; the  par- 
fonage  and  advowfon  of 
Stoke  vicarage,  44, 


Durobrivis,  46. 

Dutch,  their  expedition  up  the 
Medway,  195,  227. 

Dutch  work,  manufa&ory  of 
thread  fo  called,  267. 

E. 

East-court,  m a nor, /»  G72- 
lingham,  231,  233  ; manor, 
in  Detling,  355. 
East-lane,  manor  ,in  Maid- 
ft  one,  301. 

Earonb  ridge  par  [fit , a.  55  7. 
Ediva,  queen,  373. 

Elentun.  Sec  Ailington. 
Eliot’s,  253. 

Emmerton,  William,  301,  356^ 
Emmes,  209. 

Encampment,  at  Cocks-heath, 
366. 

Englifh's,  of  Buckland,  account 

°f > 3°5* 

Episford.  See  Aylesford. 
Erhede,  trial  at,  400. 
Efchequer.  Robert  de,  545. 
Efeden.  See  Na  henden. 
Ettoches.  Sec  Stoke. 

Eft  10 ike  marjh , in  Hoo,  10,  17, 

.18.- 

Evans,  Laurence,  214;  Rev. 
T h o m as , p refent m after  of  the 
grammar  i'chool  in  Maid- 
ftone,  3 1.3, 

Eveleigh,  John,  prcfcnl  vicar  of 
Aylesford , 447 

E'zuell,  precinfl  of,  in  Tovun  JSIal- 
ling,  525. 

F. 

Fairfax,  Rev.  Denny,  manor, 
pojfejfes^ at i; -place,  in  Loofe, 
361  ; prefent  curate  of  Loofe, 

365. 

Fairfax,  General,  269. 
Falkftieath , borough  of,  362. 
Fallefiey,  Sir  John  dc;  476. 


Fane 
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Fane,  George,  300  ; Sir  Tho- 
mas, 481,  482. 

Fanes,  of  Burfton,  375,382. 

Fannes  manor,  308. 

Fant-houfe,  in  Maidjlone , 262. 

Farleioh,  East,  parijh  of, 
371.  289,  a.  569 ; manor, 
366;  church,  307, 308, 388. 

Fartherwell,  stAT,  in  Ry- 
arjh,  489. 

Falham’s,  30. 

,Faunco.  Edmund,  Jiofft’JJ'es  St. 
Maries  hall  manor,  22  £ 
Graine  parfonage,  257. 

Faunce,  Sir  Robert,  442  ; 
Bonham,  469. 

Faunce’s,  account  of , 2r. 

Fearnlega.  See  Farleigh. 

Fame  or  nee,  at  Loofe,  393. 

Ferrers,  Sir  Henry,  3 r 1 . 

Ffloyd’s,  of  Gore-court,  379. 

Fienes’s,  41 1 . 

Filiot’s,  39,  253. 

Finch,  Heneage,  300,  41 1 ; 
Elizabeth,  vifeountefs  Maid- 
ftone,  278  ; Finch’s,  257. 

Filher’s,  269. 

Fitz-Gilbert,  Richard  de,  386. 

Fitz-Hugh,  lord,  449. 

Fitz-Jatnes,  Sir  James,  511. 

Flam  (led,  in  Hcrtfordfliire, 
314- 

Fletcher,  Rev.  Richard,  19, 
26  ; John, 305. 

Fletcher’s,  of  Rochefter,  235. 

Fludd,  Alaballer,  362. 

Fogge,  Richard,  106.  209. 

Foliot’s,  8. 

Folkeflone,  Elizabeth,  countefs 
of,  388,  459. 

Foote,  George,  T.  H.  j/ojfejfes 
Horlled  manor,  213;  onod- 
hurfl  manor,  214  ; Eall  and 
Weft  court, in  Detling,  356, 
357  ; refides  at  Mailing  ab- 
bey, 527. 

Foote,  Rev.  Francis  Hender, 
25  4;  Robert , prefent  vicar  of 
Linton , 371. 


Foote’s,  account  of,  356. 

Forbes,  Hon.  John,  521. 

Ford’s,  of  Wrotham,  372. 

Fo fills,  found  at  Northfleet,  a. 
559,  in  Shorne  parifh,  562. 

Folter,  William,  D.D.  pofeffes 
Ltiddington  manor  in  Maid- 
ftone,  307. 

Fowle,  M v.  poffejfes  a houfe  in 
Fant,262;  part  of  Halfyoke 
manor,  307  ; William,  lef- 
fee  of  Boxley  parfonage,  351, 
527. 

Franklyn,Walter,297  ; Frank- 
lyn,  Mr.  415. 

Freckenham,  in  Suffolk,  401; 

Fremingham’s,  299,  306,342, 
363,  379,  382,  388,  309. 

French’s,  307. 

Friend , Henry,  prefent  vicar  of 
E afi  Fa:  leigh , 383. 

Frindjbury  parijh,  a 564. 

Fullagar,  Chriftopher,  lejfee  of 
Upberry,  in  Gillingham, 
241  ; Fullagar,  Chriftopher, 
322. 

Fuller,  David,  301. 

Fullers  earth,  at  Boxley,  329, 

347* 

Fullham’s,  169,  212,  213. 

G. 

Gad’s  Hill,  in  Higham,  a. 
562. 

G A LLANTS  manor,  in  Eaft 
Farleigh,  377. 

Garway's,  29. 

Gatton,  Hamode,  471, 

Geary,  Sir  William,  pofefes 
the  court-lodge  in  Boxley, 
346. 

Gibbons,  Colonel  Robert,  49, 

375- 

Gill,  Mr.  330. 

Gillingham,  harifli  of,  226, 
a.  568  ; manor,  253. 

Goal,  public,  of  Weft-Kent, 
265. 


Godden’s 


Of  ham,  537 


Godden’s,  502 
Godwell,  in 

„ 54°! 

Godwin,  earl,  34,  204. 
Godwin’s,  298. 

Golding,  Mrs.  Frances,  fof- 
feffes  part  of  Eccles  manor, 
433;  John  fojfeffes  Ditton- 
place,  461  ; Oliver  foffcjfes 
Fartherwell,  in  Ryarfh,  489, 
493- 

Golding’s,  389,  395,  504, 

506. 

Goldfmith’s,  38  1 . 

Goodwyn,  Mr.  43. 

Gordon,  Mrs.  fojfeffes  A seat 
on  Bully-hill,  in  Rochefter, 
162  ; George,  41  5. 

Gofnold,  Robert,  502. 

Goulds  chantry,  in  Maid- 
Jlone,  295,  296,  322,  342. 
Goulding’s,  of  Gillingham, 

2 3°,  24S- 

Graine,  isle  of,  250,  230. 
Grange  manor,  in  Gilling- 
ham, 236,  a.  569. 

Grange’s,  in  Leyborne,  504. 
Grange,  feat,  ujijier  and  nether,  in 
Boxley,  337,  346. 

Gravefend  /tarijh , a.  559. 
Grean,  ifie  of.  See  Graine. 
Graham,  Mr.  fof'ejfes  New- 
Barn,  in  Town-Mailing, 
521. 

Greatnejje,  in  Sevenoke,  a. 
557- 

Greane,  manor  of,  79. 
Greenftreet,  William,  232, 
233- 

Gregory,  Sir  Edward,  221, 
223. 

Grench  manor.  See  Grange. 
Grey,  Henry,  4;  Henry,  lord, 
26. 

Grey’s,  of  Codnor,  5,  16,  32, 
73, 167. 

Grimfon,  Hon.  Henry,  frefent 
reftoi  of  High  Halftone , 19. 
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Grimfton’s,  of  Eflex,  account  of, 
29. 

G>  ove-houfe  and  eft  ate,  in  Boxley, 

329,  346. 

Grocyn,  William,  account  of, 
3 JO. 

Gunning,  Peter,  bifhop  of  Ely, 
3 ; vicar  of  Hoo,  ibid. 
Gunfley,  Robert,  clerk,  182, 
187  ; his  charity,  313,  315. 
Gurnay,  William  de,  544, 
547- 

Gryglby,  Alexander,  370. 
Guy,  George,  399. 


H. 

Hadde’s,  403. 

Hadlow,  vicarage  of,  548. 

Halden,  William  de,  20. 

Hale-place,  in  Loofe,  361. 

Hales,  Nicholas  de,  414. 

Hales’s,  ofTonltall,  baronets, 
7,  18,  26,  257. 

Halfway  oke  manor,  in 
Maidflone , 306. 

Hall-place  seat,  in  Eaft 
B arming,  389  ; in  Woldham, 
4°  5 • 

Hall’s,  alias  At-Hall’s,  389, 
405. 

Hailing  manor,  493. 

Halstow,  High,  ftarijh  of, 
16,  43,  a. 556,  565, church 
of,  13. 

Halton,  William  de,  21. 

Halygar  den,  in  Burham,  409. 

Hamo  D offer,  205. 

Harcourt,  Sir  John,  21. 

Hardlefield,  borough  of,  8. 

Hardlelhull,  Joane,  381, 

Harland,  Henry,  235. 

Harold,  earl,  34. 

Hardy,  dean , a.  563. 

Harris’s,  of  Eaft  Farleigh  and 
Barming,  307,  380,  384. 

Hart,  John,  207. 


c 


Harvey, 
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Harvey,  Robert,  of  Crimple- 
ffiam,  212,  214;  Harvey, 
Richard,  468. 

Hading,  Manafl'er  de,  236. 

Haftipgs,  cinque  port  of  , 236. 

Halting',  John  de,  500. 

Hatley,  Janies, pojjejfes  Bigons 
fear,  in  Maiaitone,  298  ; 
Hatley,  Dr.  Griffith,  380. 

Hpuje’s,  of  Maidllone,  297, 
account  of,  301. 

Haut’s,  167,  341. 

Haward’s,  of  Gillingham,  ac- 
count of  y 238,  244,  245. 

Hawkins’s  hospital,  in 
Chatham , account  of,  219. 

Hawkin>,  Sir  John,  account  of , 
ibid.  , 

Hawkicood,  in  Butham,  275, 
277,  278. 

Hawley,  Sir  Henry,  bart.  fof- 
fcjfes  Leyborne  manor,  cattle 
and  advowfon  of  redtory, 
and  the  feat  of  the  Grange, 

5°4>  5°5 » S°7- 

Hawley’s,  of  Leyborne,  account 
°f>  5°3- 

Hayes,  captain  James,  9. 

Ha  yward.  Sir  John,  1 87. 

Head,  James  Roper,  and  others, 
pojfefs  YVindhill  manor,  in 
Alnallows,  28. 

Head’s,  of  Rochelter,  baronets, 
28,  50,  107,  109,  174,  188. 

Henden,  Sir  Edward,  311, 
321  ; Henden’s,  355. 

Hendley’s,  of  Corn  ichorne, 
300,  301. 

Henley,  Robert,  343. 

Hendfley’s,  alias  Heudlebery’s, 
296. 

Hen  ham , Iden,  hjfee  of  Wold- 
ham  manor,  402. 

Henkhurlt  manor,  in  Staple- 
nurd,  357. 

He  a m 1 T a c e , in  Ay  le ford , 

441  ; Little,  in  Frindfbury, 
A.  564. 

Heron,  Sir  William,  476. 


Hefcenden.  Sec  Nafhenden. 
Hever panjh,  a.  558. 

Heyborne,  Thomas,  230. 
Higgont,  John,  232. 

Higham  parifh,  a.  562. 

Hill , Daniel , Jirefent  vicar  of 
Eajl  Mailing,  517;  and  rec- 
tor of  Addington,  548. 

Hill’s,  of  Rochelter,  107. 

Hilles,  George,  355. 

Hinde,  George,  214. 

Hobelers,  what  they  were,  29, 
25  1. 

Hoborow  house,  in  Snod- 
land,  464,  466. 

Holden’s,  ofElTex,  379. 
Holborough.  See  Hoborough. 
Hollingworth,  Mefl’rs  JioJJefs  a 
paper  mill  in  Boxley,  and 
carry  on  4he  manuf.dlure 
there,  329,  330. 

Hol  low  a v-cour  t,  in  Snod- 
land , 468. 

Holloway,  John,  JioJfeffes  Set- 
tington  manor,  in  Chatham, 

2 1 4. 

Holme,  Rev.  Edward,  505. 
Hombstall  seat,  in  Eajt 
B arming,  384. 

Honywood,  Sir  John,  bart. 
jiajfcjfcs  Mailing  manor,  ah- 
bey , &c.  526. 

Hon y wood’s,  of  Mailing  and 
H amp  fled,  account  of,  526. 
Hoo,  HUNDRED  OF,  l ; St. 
War  burgh,  parish  of,  2; 
manor  of,  28,  335. 

Hop  plantations,  advantage  of , 
262. 

Horfa,  the  Saxon  chief,  2 1 1 , 
419,  420. 

Horfepoole’s,  of  Buckland, 
account  of,  304. 

Horsley,  Samuel,  D.  D. 

Jirefent  bijhoji  of  Rtchejier , 

150. 

Horstkd  manor.,  in  Chatham, 

2 U, 

Hougham’s 
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Hougham’s,  of  Hougham,  72, 
340. 

Hounds,  kennels  of,  kept  by  the 
bilhops  formerly,  112. 

Howard,  Edward,  lord,  45^> 
460,  539. 

Hroueceajter , 46,  65  • 

Hubble’s,  of  Town  Mailing, 
520 

Humphry , William,  Jirefent  vicar 
of  Birling,  488. 

Hunter,  William,  542. 

Huntingdon,  William,  Clin- 
ton, earl  of,  500. 

Huncingfield,  Sir  Walter  de, 
472. 

Hujband,  Richard,  firefent  vicar 
of  Town  Mailing , 533. 

Hyde’s,  earls  of  Rochefter, 
185. 

I. 

Jackfon,  Sir  Robert,  20 7. 

Idehill  farm,  in  Chid ingjlotte , a. 
558. 

Iden’s,  253. 

Jerfey,  George  Villiers,  earl 
of,  fiojfejfes  Hoo  manor  abd 
hundred,  8;  Abbey’s  court 
and  Little  Hoo  manor,  10. 

1 field fiarijh,  a.  559. 

Infanta  of  Kent,  who  Jhe  was , 
500. 

Jocelyn,  general  George,  368. 

Jones,  William,  M.  D.  378. 

Jordan  shall,  in  Maidjlotie, 
298. 

Jordan’s,  298. 

Ipre,  Willi.un  de,  331. 

I fley’S,  306,  342,  363,  379, 
388,  394,  51 1 

K. 

King  James  II.  at  Roc  filler, , 

. 49- 

Kempe,  Sir  Thomas,  209. 

Kemfing  harijh , a.  557. 

c 2 


Kennet,  Dr.  his  parochial  anti- 
quities, 535. 

Kent,  earls  of,  Godwin,  3 ; 
Hubert  de  Burgh,  4 ; Wil- 
liam de  Ipre,  69,  331. 
Kino,  the,  patron  of  Ea ft 
Farleigh  vicarage,  382  ; of 
Ofham  reffory,  541. 

King,  Sir  Richard, prefent  M . P. 

for  Rochejler,  64, 

Kingsford’s,  241. 

King' s farm,  in  St.  Margaret’s, 
Rocheiler,  170,  171;  in 

Shorne,  a.  562 
Kits  Coty-hctuse,  account bf, 
420,  21 1. 

Knatchbull,  Sir  Norton,  hart. 

339- 

Ktiell,  Eliz.  fiojfejfes  GoldwelJ, 
in  Ofham,  540. 

Knevet,  Sir  Anthony,  302. 
Knights  Hofpitallers,  412, 

41 5- 

Knight’s- place,  a.  560. 
Knolles,  Sir  Robert,  76. 

L. 

Lad' s farm , in  S nodi  and,  464, 
I.ade,  John,  467. 

Lambard,  Multon,  fiojfejfes 
Gillingham  manor,  231  ; 
Eall-court,  233  ; and  Twi- 
daP,  in  Gillingham,  £34; 
Graine  manor,  253. 

Lambe’s,  313.  404. 

Lambeth,  land  in,  255. 
Lamplugh,  D-.  bilhopofExe. 
ter,  188. 

Lane,  Tnomas,  fiojfejfes  a moi- 
ety of  Wadefladd,  in  Chat- 
ham, 210. 

Langgeden  manor,  79. 

Langley  ftream,  at,  360. 
Larkfieid,  hundred  of.  39s' 
Larkfieid fii’eit,  in  EaJl  Mailing, 
509. 

Law,  John,  D.  D . firefent arcK 
deacon  of  Rocheiler,  153  ; 

perpetual 
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Lawrence,  403. 

Lee,  Richard,  JioJJeJfes  Great 
Deice  manor,  in  St.  Marga- 

T UK  s,fR°chcller’  I7°'  Kington  Brook  houfe, 

Lee  s,of  Deice,  of,  169,  Lodingford,  hamlet  of 

Vi’  27a  212’  a14  J Lee>S’  Luddington. 
ofMaidftone  269.  Loddington,  hamlet  of  ,20 

Leeds,  priory  of,  192,  224,  ---  » 32o, 


Of  ham,  542/ 

Livitune,  chapel  of,  381. 
Locker,  captain  William,  pof~ 
ff/es  St.  Vincent’s,  alias  Ad- 
dington Brook  houfe,  542. 

See 


256,  301,  344,  391,  461, 

467.  553- 
Leeds,  duke  of,  Jioffeffes  Eall- 
F arleigh  and  Eait  Peckham 
manor,  375. 

Leclhoc,  hamlet  of,  394. 
Leicefter,  Simon,  earl  of,  yi, 

T 

Leigh’s,  of  Addington,  458, 
539.  541., 

Lemyng,  William,  21. 
Lennard,  Richard  JBarrett, 
254 


Lennard’s,  of  Chevening,  41 1 Lu  idlfV  "jS*  336 ’ 
Lefley,  David,  24.  g 4 farifh,  a . 560. 


Lefley,  David,  24. 

Leafe,  John,  LL.  D.  310. 
Levefon  s,  alias Lewfon’s, 232, 
403,  404,  502. 

Lewknor’s,  354,  355,  4?7. 
Leyborne , Jiarifh  of,  4 96,  A. 
571- 

Leyborne’s,  71,  7 2,  208,  242, 

2?9>  472>  5 2.2)  553  » account 
f,  498. 

Lidsinc  manor,  and 
house,  in  Chatham  and  Gil. 
ling  ham,  210,  241. 

Lill,  Elizabeth  Campbell,  and 
others,  pojfefs  Windhill  ma. 
nor,  in  Alhallows,  Hoo,  20 

Lilhngton,  now  Lin  ton, church 

of»  3°7*  308. 


321. 

London,  corporation  of  the 
city  of,  29. 

Longchamp,  Ofbert  de,  345. 

Longley,  Jonn,  JioffeJJes  Satis, 
in  Rochefler,  163. 

Longfole  chapel,  in  Aylesford, 
account  of,  441, 

Lo°,SE’  ^tJ}l  °S'  359.  289,  A. 
509  i chapel  of,  319,  320. 

Love  s,  169,  212. 

Lovett,  ']  homas,  234. 

L.  S.  A.  the  meaning  of,  in 
antient  grants,  536. 


Luddington  hamlet,  in  Maid - 
fone  Jiarifh,  307. 

Lukyn,  Thomas,  25. 

Lygh  Jiarifh,  a.  558. 

Lynd,  Robert,  388. 

M. 

Mabbe,  John,  209. 

Magtnford  hamlet,  in  Maidftowe 
Jiarfh,  261. 

Magminot’s,  4,0,  475,485. 
Maidstone,  hundred  of,  2c0 
pamfh  and  tozvn  of,  260,  a! 
569  ; corporation  of,  410* 
434  5 college  in,  17  ,:oJ 
364>369,  38,.  7‘  358’ 


365’  289'  manufaaare 


374,  a.  569 
Lille  s 2 10. 

Little  Hall,  in  Oldham,  402 


of,  267. 

M ALLifc'G.  Fast  4-.  * n r 

rnS  ST,  P™1-#1  ft 

50S,  A.  571. 

Ialling,  r0WN,n//^WEST 
Jiarifh  f 518,  a.  372;  ab- 
bey. 


INDEX, 


bey,  519.  5TS»  523*  S28* 

406,407,510. 

M A L M A I N ES  M A NOR  , /»  Stoke, 
39I,  A 566. 

Malmaine’s  family,  39,  41, 
253. 

Maltolt,  payment  of,  51. 
Mandeville’s,  544. 

Maney’s,  of  Linton,  269  ; 

account  of,  367,  369. 
Manley’s.  175,  182,210,222, 
405,  469. 

Manningham’s,  512. 

Mamie’s,  27 1. 

Mann,  Sir  Horace,  poffeffes 
Linton  place,  368,  369  ; 
Linton  parfonage,  370  ; pa- 
tron of  Linton  vicarge, 
ibid. 

Mann’s,  account  of,  368,  369, 

37°- 

Manwood,  Sir  Roger,  8i,  84. 
Maplefden’s,  of  Maiditone, 
account  of  296,  300,322. 
Mariners,  in  w'ejlcrham , a. 


Markham’s,  169,  212  ; Mark- 
ham, Dr.  (archbilhop  of 
York)  351. 

Mar(hal,earl,  when  firfl  created , 

491. 

Marjham,  Jacob,  prefent  reflor 
of  Allington,  454. 

M arlham’s,  2S8,  289,  31 1, 

3 r7>  337*  342»  454>  465, 
468,  473,  account  of , 294. 
Martin’s,  355,  361,  370. 
Ma'call’s,  389. 

May,  John,  pojfejfes  a houfe  at 
Holborough,  464;  court- 
lodge,  467  ; Vcles  manor, 
468,  and  Hoiloway-court, 
in  Snodland,  469. 

May’s,  of  Rochefter,  233. 
Maycott,  Sir  Cavaliero,  343. 
Medlicot,  Mr.  338. 

Me  dway,  navigation  of,  261, 
267  ; beauties  of,  372,  3S4. 
Meekes’s,  24, 


XlU 

Melford,  John  de,  467,  338, 
540. 

Meopham  parifh,  a.  560. 

Meredith’s,  of  Rochefter,  24. 

Mereworth  manor,  479. 

Meiton,  priory  of,  493. 

Mihell,  commodore,  214. 

Military  Roman  way,  518,  522, 

533- 

Milhale  hamlet , in  Aylesford, 

275>  278>  4'9* 

Mil  ner,  Mrs.  Sarah,  patron  of 
Burham  vicarage,  4x6;  pof- 
felfes  Aylesford  manor,  an- 
tient  demefne,  427;  Prefton 
and  Allington  manor,  with 
Prefton-hall,  in  Aylesford, 
439  ; Milner,  Dr.  Jofeph, 
ibid. 

Mil  ner’s,  of  Aylesford,  account 
of,  438,  443. 

Minfter,  nunnery  of,  239, 
246,  254,  256. 

Mints , ancient,  at  Rochefter, 
56. 

Mockbeggar  farm,  in  High  am t 
A. 562. 

Mori’s,  Nicholas  de,  71. 

Molineux’s,  169. 

Molland  and  Dean  fee,  in  Cliff, 

A*  563* 

Monroe,  George,  216. 

Moone,  Joane,  525. 

Moore,  Hon.  Robert,  254. 

Mordaunc,  Sir  John,  hart, 
39°. 

Morton’s,  292,  356. 

Mote,  manor  and  seat, 
in  Maidjione,  289. 

Mowbray’s,  account  of,  490. 

Moyle,  Sir  Thomas,  209. 

Mumford,  John,  384. 


N. 

Nailbournc,  in  Addington,  543. 
N ajhenden  manor,  79,  a.  567. 
Natural  Hiftory,  373,  418. 
Nayler’s,  436. 


Nettlefted, 
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Nettlerted,  church  of,  395. 

New  Bayne  feat , in  Town  Mai- 
ling, 521  ; in  Cowling,  a. 

563- 

Newborough,  John,  5. 
Newhall  manor , in  Alhallows, 
Hoo,  30. 

Ncw-houfe,  alias  Harts,  in  Penf- 
hurll,  a.  558. 

Newlythe  hamlet  and  chapel,  in 
Eajl  Mailing , 275,278,  3 09, 

516. 

Newland  manor,  in  St.  Ma- 
ries, Hoo , 22. 

Newm  n,  George,  181;  New- 
man’s, 404. 

Newnham-court  manor, 

in  Box  ley,  339. 

Nevill  family , account  of , 477. 
Nicholas,  Mr.  338. 

Niding,  meaning  of,  67. 

Noble,  Rev.  Mark,  385,  390, 
prefent  1 eft  or  of  B arming,  392. 
Norcliffe’s,  38. 

Norfolk  Mowbrays,  dukes  of, 
49 1 * 

North,  Dr.  (bijhop  of  Winchef- 
ter)  352  ; Sir  Edward,  502. 
Northampton,  William  Bohun, 
earl  of,  213. 

Northflect  parijh , a.  559. 
Nortop’s,  alias  Clerk’s,  account 
of,  540. 

Nottingham  Mowbray’s,  earls 
of,  490. 

Nowel,  Dr.  Alexander,  account 
of,  240. 

Nut  fled  parifi , a.  560. 

Nynn,  Walter,  257. 


O. 

Oakley  Little,  in  Higliam,  a. 

563. 

Oldborough  manor,  in 
■ Mai df  one , 299. 

Old-place , in  Mai  df  one,  307. 
Ofh  am,  parijh  of,  1553, 


Oliver’s,  alias  Qtointin’s,  ac- 
count of,  504,  370. 
Ormfkirk,  Richard,  172. 
Ongley,  Samuel,  lord,  343. 
O/borne,  Mr.  refdes  ac  the 
Park  houfe,  in  Boxley,  327. 
Otford  parifi , a.  556. 
Ovekhiu  E,  alias  Overhill- 
farm,  in  Boxley , 344. 

Owlets , in  Cobham  parifi , a. 
561- 

Oxford,  John  Vere,  earl  of, 
213- 

Oxford,  Brazen  Nofe  college, 
in,  poffeffes  Upbery  manor, 
and  the  redfory  and  advow- 
fon  of  the  vicarage  of  Gil- 
lingham, 240,  247. 

Oxford,  univerfity  college,  in 

3 1 3- 

Oxenhoafh,  borough  of,  8. 

Oyllerland,  in  Stoke,  41. 


P. 

Pa  dles  worth,  parijh  of, 
471. 

Page,  John,  257. 

Pagitt,  Thomas,  162. 
Palmer’s,  of  Snodland,  433, 

account  of,  467. 

Panthers , in  S even 0 he,  a.  55 7. 
Paper,  manufactory  of,  at  Box- 
ley,  329. 

Pa  pi  lion,  David,  pojfeffes  Little 
Buckland,  in  Maidftone, 
306. 

Paringjet,  now  Weft  Barming, 
393- 

Park-house  spat,  in  Maid- 
fone  and  Boxley,  302,  326, 
32;. 

Parke’s,  43,  253. 

Parker,  Robert. poffeffes  Dane- 
court,  in  Gillingham,  235. 
Parliament,  abbots  fummoned  to, 
333  j barons  fcmihoned  to, 
476. 

Parrock, 
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Par  rock,  prccindl  of,  in  Town 
Mailing , 525. 

Parry,  William,  D.  D.  Jirefent 

vicar  of  Stoke,  43 . 

Parry,  Dr.  dean  of  Chefter, 
49  ; admiral  William,  542. 

Parfons,  Rev.  James,  10;  Par- 

fons,  Robert , Jirefent  vicar  of 
Bur  ham,  416. 

Pattenden,  borough  of,  362. 

Paveley  s,  457. 

Pauls  ford,  Jiarifi  of.  See 
Padlesworth. 

Paynter’s,  of  Gillingham, 
230,  231,  233,  234,  245 

Pearl?,  Stephen,  3S7. 

Pearce’s,  of  Rochelter,  1 61, 
469. 

Peckham,  James,  16S  ; Regi- 
nald, 480. 

Peckham’s,  472. 

Peckham,  Ealt,  parilh,  374; 
Peckham,  Well,  2,  S. 

Pelleforde.  See  Padlefworth. 

Pencheiler,  Stephen  de,  345, 

4S°»  537- 

Pen  fold  , John,  icjfce  of  Lcofe 
manor,  363. 

Pet'illon,  Thomas,  23. 

Pen/hurf  fiarijh,  a.  558. 

Pejiingfraw , in  Of  ham,  536, 

537* 

Perien*s,  298. 

Pcvenejfe , in  Snodland,  46  7. 

Pcyforer’s,  387. 

Phili pott*9,  239,  293,  account 
of,  236. 

Philips,  Luke,  Jirefent  vicar  oj 
St.  James's , in  Graine,  258. 

Pickenden- heath.  See  Pi  n - 
nenden. 

Pierpoint’s,  511. 

Piggotvs, 

Pi mpe’s  court,  in  Eaft  Far- 
ieigh , 378,  363. 

P imjie,  hamlet  of  , 394, 

Pi  mpe’s,  29,  299,  306,  363, 
378,  382,  388,  394,  395. 


Pincke,  Alured,  239. 

PlNENDEN-HEATH,  32  7,  fa- 
mous  trial  at,  328,  261, 

3 54* 

Pitt’s,  earls  of  Chatham,  203, 
Plott,  Dr.  422,  535 
Plume,  Dr.  258. 

Plumley’s,  1 1 , 15. 

Pogeys,  Richard,  172. 

Poinz’s,  4,  5,  1 6,  20,  32. 
Pole,  Sir  William  de  la,  26. 
Pole,  cardinal,  archbifhop, 
320. 

Polebrook  feat,  in  Hever,  a. 
5^8. 

Polley-freet , in  Detling,  393. 
Policy,  alias  Polhill,  family  of, 
ibid. 

Pope’s,  459. 

Port,  Hugh  de,  471,  489, 
536. 

Polt,  William,  poffejfes  Hale- 
place,  in  Loofe,  36)1. 

Potters  clay,  pits  of,  409. 
Potkin’s,  298. 

Potyn,  Simon,  184. 

Poyning’s,  433. 

Poynton,  Joleph,  and  others, 
Jioffcfs  Wedcourt  manor,  in 
Gillingham,  232. 

Pratt,  dean  of  Rochefter,  218, 
22 1 . 

Preston  and  Allinoton 
manor,  in  Ay le ford,  436. 
Preston  hall,  Jeat,  in 
Ayleslord,  436. 

Priors -hall,  in  Cliff,  a.  563. 
Proby,  John,  24  ; Proby’a,  of 
Woldham,  241. 

Prowfe’s,  of  Somerfeifliire, 

35°-  . „ 

Punghurft,  in  Chatham,  225. 

Punijh , an  cfate  in  Snodlan'd, 

464,  474- 

Puiey,  hon.  Philip  Bouverie, 
poffejfes  St.  Helen’s  manor, 
jn  Barming,  3 S 8 ; Ditton, 
Sec.  manor,  459. 


Queen 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  her  progrefs 
into  Kent,  49,  162. 

Quarries , Keutijh,  372. 

Quarry-houfe,  in  Erindlbury, 

A.  564. 

Quintin’s,  alias  Oliver’s,  ac- 
count of , 504. 

Quintin,  an  antient  fport,  ac- 
count of,  533. 

R. 

Radclijfe , Houflone,  prefent  vicar 
of  Gillingham,  249. 

Radnor,  William  Bouverie, 
eatl  of  Radnor,  388.  459. 

Ragftone,  Kentilh,  fertility  of, 
262. 

Rainsford,  Sir  John,  404. 

Rash,  parijh  g f.  See  Ry- 

ARSH. 

Ray,  Rachell,  257 ; Ray,  John, 
329* 

Rayney’s,  of  Wrotham,  512, 
526,  532. 

Read,  Sir  Robert,  21. 

Reading,  abbey  of,  28. 

Readye,  Alexander,  187, 

Reve,  Thomas,  387, 

Rhodes,  Chriftopher,  207. 

Rice,  Evan,  prefent  vicar  of  Hoo, 
16. 

Rings  manor,  in  JVoldham, 
4°3- 

Richer,  Sir  William,  293. 

Rivers,  Woodvilles,  loids,mr- 
count  of,  290,  354. 

Roby’s  of  Deal,  [loffefs  Alhal- 
ltnvs-houfe,  30. 

Rocden,  borough  of,  374, 

Rochester  city,  and  li- 
berty of,  45. 

Rochefter  cathedral,  86  ; pa- 
rilhes,  153. 

Rochefter  bridge,  166,228,  278, 
345, 40°, 411, 434, 43 5, 455, 
464-1 47 1 > 47  5 * 497  >536, 549. 


Rochefter  bridge,  wardens,  &c. 
of,  poflefsNafhenden  manor, 
168  ; Little,  alias  Upper 
Deice  manor,  1 73  ; Rofe- 
court,  alias  Graine  manor, 

253* 

Rochefter,  church  ft,  35 , 42,  1 64, 
522,  528. 

Rochefter,  bijhojt  of,  34,  48, 

165,  401,  406,  443,  465, 
550. 

Rochefter,  biftio/is  of,  Ernulf, 
74,  103  ; Fifher,  108  ; Glan- 
ville,  215;  Gundulph,  68, 
87,  510,  523,  528  ; Hamo, 
552;  Lowe,  106;  Merton, 
ibid.  Warner,  ibid.  Wold- 
ham,  222. 

Rochefter,  bijhop  of,  pojfeffes 
Borftall  manor,  165  ; Snod- 
landmanorand  Holborough, 
4 66  ; patron  of  Snodland 
redlory,  470  ; of  Woldham 
vicarage,  408  \poffeJJh  Trot- 
tefclive  manor  and  palace, 
552  ; Weftcourt  alias  Wro- 
tham water,  5 54. 

Rochefter  priory,  11,  18,  23,  24, 

25*  3D  32<  36*  38*  4 * 1 42* 

166,  173, 175,21 1,215,216, 
229,242, 248, 254,348,400, 
40 j,  402,  406,  443,  446, 
547- 

Rochefter,  dean  and  chapter  of, 
pojfefs  the  parfonage  and  ad- 
vowfon  of  Hoo  vicarage, 
14  ; a penfion  from  Halftow 
church,  18  ; Combe  portion 
of  tithes,  24;  penfion  from 
High  Halftow  church,  26  ; 
Hoo  parfonage  and  vicarage, 
33  ; Stoke  manor,  37  ; 
Tudor’s  portion  of  tithes, 
38  ; Malmain’s  portion,  41  ; 
tithesin  Borftal,  166  ; tithes 
in  St.  Margaret’s,  Rochef- 
tcr,  174  ; Sharfted  and  Lid- 
fing  manor,  21 1,  243  ; par- 
fonage of  Chatham,  225  ; 

Upberry 
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Upberry  tithes,  248  ; lands 
in  Graine,  256  ; Eaft-lane 
manor,  in  Maidllone,  301  ; 
Vinter's  portion  of  tithes, 
344;  Boxley  paifonage  and 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage, 
350;  penfion  from  Barming 
church,  391  ; Aylesford 
parfonage  and  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage,  446  ; penfion 
from  Ditton  church,  462; 
from  Addington  ' church, 
548. 

Rochefter,  deans  of  , 217. 

Rochefter  grammar  fchool,  313* 

Rogers,  Thomas,  232. 

Roiiis , 46. 

Rolfe,  William,  refdes  at  Eaft- 
Barming,  384. 

Rollinfon,  Lock,  and  others, 
P°JJefs  Gallants  manor,  in' 
Ealt  Farleigh,  378. 

Roman  antiquities,  163, 
200, 330, 385, 464, 510/570. 

Roman  roads , 46,  203,  5 1 8,  $22, 

n 533- 

Roman  fations , 46,  65,  199, 
260. 

Romney,  Charles  Marffiam, 
lord,  ftoffejfes  the  hundred  of 
Maidftone,  259;  Maidftone 
manor  and  palace,  288,  289 ; 
the  Mote  manor  and  feat, 
295  ; Goulds  and  Shepey- 
court,  296;  Littl^  Buckland 
manor,  305  ; college,  in 
Maidftone,  311;  Gould’s 
chantry,  322;  Boxley-boufe, 
325  ; paper-mill  in  Boxley, 
329 ; Boxley  manor,  the 
Grange  farm,  338  ; Waver- 
ing manor,  342  ; Ovenhill- 
farm,  345  ^ Ring’s  manor, 
403;  Starkey’s  manor, 404; 
the  Hermitage,  in  Ayles- 
ford, 442  ; Allington  manor 
and  caftle,  and  advoyvlon  of 
the  reftory,  454;  Padlef- 
worth  manor  and  advowfon 
vox..  xr.  d 


of  the  reftory,  473  ; lands 
in  Snodland,  468. 

Romney,  Marfham’s,  lords, 

account  of,  295,  337,  338, 

342,  345  * 

Rood , famous  one,  at  Boxley, 
account  of,  347. 

Room  house,  in  Chatham,  214. 
Roper,  Trevor  Charles,  254. 
Roper’s,  of  Linfted,  40,  43, 
253>  32°>  377- 

Roper’s, of  St.  Dunftan’s,  298. 
RoL’s,  of  Horton  Kirkby,  434. 
Rose-court,  alias  Graine  ma- 
nor, 253. 

Rowe’s  place,  in  Aylesford, 

Roydon’s,  403. 

Ruffin,  Ralph,  507. 

Rumbald,  St.'fatueof,  335. 
Ruffell,  Thomas,  and  others, 
pojfefs  Gallants  manor,  itl 
Eaft  Farleigh,  378. 

Rutton,  Ifaac,  107. 

Ryarsh,  ftarijh  of,  488,  a. 

5 7‘- 


S. 

Sackville,  lady*  299. 
Salilbury,  Cecil’s,  earls  of,  7, 

3°4- 

Salmon,  Robert  fojfejfes  a houfe 
in  Fant,  262. 

Salt’s  place,  in  hoof e,  360, 
a.  569.  _ 

Saltworks , in  Graine,  251. 
Sampfon,  Chriftopher,  234. 
Satis  seat,  ;«  Rochefter , 162, 
185,  a.  5 66. 

Sathenegabail,  now  Aylesford, 

41 7-  : 

Sawbridge,  Jacob,  37. 
Sawkins,  Charles  Feme,  30. 
Saxby’s,  of  Leyborne,  502, 
565. 

Saxons  and  Bfitons,  battle  of, 

* • » . » • fc'*  4 • ' **  * 

419. 


Say’s, 
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Say’s,  2 1 1, 242,  41 1 • 485,  527 » 
account  of,  476. 

Scaccario,  Robert  de,  545* 
Scale  parijh , A.  557. 

Searle,  Chriltopher,  232. 
Sedley’o,  of  Aylesford,  43 3 * 

436> 442  • , . c. 

Segrave,  Stephen  de,  71  ; Sir 

Hugh  de,  545. 

Sellers  MANOR,  in  Woldham , 

404* 

Seller’s,  account  of , 405. 
Septvaus,  Robert  de,  72. 
Serjeants  Otfortl  manor , a.  55^* 
Setting  ton  manor,  in 
Chatham,  214. 

Sevcnoke  parijh,  A.  55 7. 

Sey liatd’s,  of  Boxley,  account 

°f>  337»  33^*  . 

S 1 FLESTO  N MANOR,!* 

456»  457- 
Simpfon’s,  241. 

Shake rley’s,  account  of,  460, 
462. 

Shales  court,  in  Maidjlone 
M A NOR,  299. 

Sharnden  manor,  in  Elmley, 
79* 

Sharp' s-place,  in  Chidingftone, 
a.  558. 

Sharped  manor,  in  Chatham, 
a.  567. 

Sharlted,  family  of,  242. 
Sharfted  manor.  See  Sharped. 
Sheldon’s,  378. 

Shelving’s,  341. 

Shepway  court,  'in  Maid- 
ftone,  295,  322. 

Stafford  feat,  in  Maidllone. 
See  Mote, 

Shofford,  John  de,  289. 

Shoreham parijh,  a.  556. 

Shot  fie  panjh,  a.  56 1. 

Short’s,  230,  235. 

Shove’s,  239. 

Shovel,  Sir  Cloudefley,  59. 
Skarlett,  William,  73. 

Slade  marfhes  in  Hoo,  10. 
Slanie,  Stephen,  207. 


Slegge,  Stephen,  406. 

Smart,  Peter,  the  poet,  390 
Smart’s,  of  Barming,  ibid. 
Smelt,  Richard,  236. 

Smith,  Mrs.  and  others, pojfefs 
King’s  farm,  in  Rochefter, 
17K 

Smith’s,  of  Maidllone,  298, 

account  of,  304. 

Smith,  John,  of  Ofham,  540. 
Smytne,  John,  362. 

Snayth’s,  alias  Snette’s,  172, 
546. 

Snodbean,  in  Ofham,  537. 
Snodhurst  manor,  and 
ham  let,  in  Chatham,  213. 
Snodland , parijh of,  463 , 407. 
Snolledge.  See  Snodhurlt. 
Soil,  infiance  of  the  fertility  of, 

497- 

Somers  family,  account  of  17, 
22,  107. 

Southampton,  Wriotherley, 
earl  of,  458. 

Southgate’s,  301. 

Southwell,  Rev.  Henry,  hof- 
feffes  Tudor’s  manor,  in 
Stoke,  38  ; Sir  Robert, 459, 
479* 

Speldhurfi  par'{/h,  a.  559. 
Spong,  ]o\\n, pojfefies  Cofenton 
manor,  in  Aylesford,  435. 
Spratt,  archdeacon,  351. 
Spring,  petrifying,  325  ; chaly 
beat,  330. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  hos- 
pital, in  Chatham , account 
of,  215. 

St.  Clements  manor,  in 
Town  Mailing,  527, 

St.  Clere,  William  de,  72. 

St.  Faith's  green  and  chapel , in 
Maidllone,  300,  321. 

St.  Helen’s,  alias  Eafi  Bar- 
ming manor,  387. 

St.  Helen’s  priory,  ib,  bridge, 

385- 

St,  John’s,  326. 


St. 
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St.  Leonard's,  borough  and  T. 

hamlet,  in  Town  Mailing, 

518,520;  cell  of,  529.  Talbois,  lord,  479. 

St.  Maries , Hoo,  parijh , 20,  Tarrant,  Charles,  D.  D.  24 


XUS 


A.  565. 

Sr.  Mary’s  hall,  20;  church 
of,  13,  18. 

St.  Mary  Graces,  abbey  of, 
501,  506. 

St.  Sexburg  nunnery,  in  She- 
pey,  239,  246. 

St.  Sulpice,  convent  of,  11 


Tate’s,  212. 

Taylor,  Sir  Thomas,  hart.  302, 
322,438. 

Temple,  Sir  Alexander,  23. 

Tempore  Pacts  et  Belli,  meaning 
of,  494. 

Terra  Normanoram,  roll  of,  172. 
Teiton  manor,  205. 
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St.  Vincent,  alias  Addington  Textus  Roffenjis,  MSS.  of,  74, 


brook , feat  of,  542 
Stacey’s,  435. 

Stanhope,  Henry,  lord,  473. 
Stapeley,  Herbert,  438 
Starkeys  manor,  in  Wold- 
ham,  403. 

Starkey’s,  account  of , 404. 
Stewart’s,  of  Town  Mailing, 
520, 

Stoberfield,  borough  of,  374. 

Stoke,  parijh  of,  34,  A.  566. 
Stokenbury,  borough  of,  374. 


103. 

Teynnam,  Roper’s,  lords,  40, 
43.  253.  377- 

Tilbury  manor,  in  E flex,  79, 
253. 

Tibert,  Leonard  de,  4^. 
Tilghman’s,  of  Snodland, 46S. 
Tiptoft’s,  206. 
Thanet.SackvilleTufton,  earl 
oi.pojjejfes  O f h a m manor  with 
Snodbeaneand  Pepingftraw, 

o v>  0/+’  < 539* 

otone-ftreet,  a name  denoting  Theodore,  Owen,  37. 

antiquity,  264.  Thornden,  alias  t>iede,  bifhop 

Stones,  like  f one -henge , in  Ad-  of  Dover,  account  of , 208. 

dington,  543.  Thornicroft’s,  of  Shariied, 

Storm,  violent,  270.  238. 

Straw,  Jack,  the  noted  rebel,  Thorpe's  farm,  in  Gillingham 
536.  235. 

Stray,  water  of,  250.  Thorpe,  John,  232,  235. 

Stream  at  Brifhing,  lofes  itfelf  Thread,  manufadory  of,  267. 

underground,  360.  Thurf on,  James,  prefont  redox  of 

Streatheld’s,  of  Chidingftone,  Ryarjh , 496. 

54°*  Thurlton’s,  107. 

Stroud  parijh,  a.  564;  hofpital,  Toke,  Nicholas,  316. 

443-  Tomlyn,  James,  569,  515. 

otrover,  John,  and  others,  pof-  Tovil,  Upper  and  Lower  hamlets 
fefs  Weftcourt  manor,  in  261,  361. 

Gillingham,  232.  Towles,  Chrifagon,  245. 

Sunex,  1 homas  Lennaid,  earl  Town  Mailing.  See  Mailing 
of.  254-  Weft.  h 

Sutton,  by  Dover,  church  of,  Towne,  Thomas  at,  354 

c 3°7>  308.  Trelfe’s,  alias  Tracy’s,  account 

Swanfcombe  manor,  473,  492>  of  535,  527. 

A.  55 7.  Trevor,  captain  Robert,  399. 

Swtnock,  Robert,  362. 
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Trottescli ve,  alias  Trojley , 
fiarijli  of  \ 549. 

T uders  m a n or.  , in  Stoke,  37* 

Tuftnn’s,  of  the  Mote,  baro- 
nets, account  of , 2.94,  296 ; 
of  Boxlev,  baronets , 343  ; of 
Hothfield,  539. 

Turner,  William,  of  Horfe- 
monden,  321. 

Turvve’s,  468. 

TwtdaLL  manor,  in  Gil- 
lingham, 233 

Twydall’s,  account  of,  234. 

Twifden,  Sir  |ohn  P.  hart, 
fiojfeffes  Borough  court,  in 
Diiton,  461  ; a houfe  in 
Eaft  Mailing,  509  ; Eaft- 
Malling  manor,  and  Bra- 
bourn  feat  and  park,  5*2, 
514;  Town  Mailing  par: 
fonage,  and  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  532. 

Twifden,  Sir  Roger,  495, 546; 
judge,  520. 

Twifden’s,  of  Brabourn,  barts. 
account  of,  512,514. 

Twyfden,  Sir  Thomas,  368. 

Tithes,  monafleries  exempted 
from,  334. 


V. 

Vadr,  Mrs.  lefj'e e of  BorAall 
manor,  165. 

Vagniace,  the  Roman  ftation, 
260,  422. 

Vant-  s,  vifcounts,  306. 

Vechall,  "W  m . pofjejfes  Pimpe’s 
court,  in  F.alt  Farleigh,  380. 

Vei.es,  alias  Snodland  manor, 
467. 

Venner,  Richard,  214. 

Venour’s,  169,  212 

Vernon,  Edward,  D.  D.  24; 
Margaret,  525. 

Vicary,  Thomas,  350. 

Vi deon’ s,  account  of,  306. 

Villier's,  7. 


Vincent’s,  335,  356. 
Vineley’s,  472. 

Vinter’s  seat,  in  Boxley, 
342  ; portion  of  tithes,  344. 
Vinter’s, ‘fa-nriily  of,  295,322. 
Vitele,  le,  468. 

Ulnoth,  fon  of  earl  Godwin, 
448.  . 

Under  River , in  Seale,  a 557. 
Utbeky  manor,  in  Gilling- 
ham, 239. 

Upper  Grange  farm , in  Boxley, 

335 > 336- 
Vortimer, 

419. 

W. 

Wabeslade  manor,  in  Chat- 
ham, 208. 

Wadman,  Francis,  pojfjfes 
Great,  alias  Lower  Deice 
farm,  1 70. 

Waleran,  Robert,  71. 
Walker’s,  of  Chatham,  214. 
Wallace’s,  370. 

Wall-end  farm,  in  Graine, 
251, 253. 

Wallers’s,  of  Groombridge, 

299* 

Walloons,  267. 
Walfingham/Sir  Thomas,  23  ; 
Edward,  of  Ryarfh,  338  ; 
Walfingham’s,  493. 

Walter,  William,  218;  Wal- 
ter’s, of  Chatham,  212,  214. 
Wanfhurft,  borough  of,  362. 
Walhington’s,  298. 

Warcup’s , 433,  436. 
fU aide,  Richard,  prefent  re  Bor 
of  Ditton,  463. 

Warham,  Hugh,  293. 

Waring,  Walter,  and  others, 
pojfefs  King’s  farm,  in  Ro- 
chefler,  17  1. 

Warner’s,  79,  106. 

W 1 ar  tens  for  rabbits,  in  Boxlev, 
326. 

W arren,  William,  earl  of,  449. 

Waryn’s, 


the  Britifh  king, 
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Waryn’s,  212. 

Waflet  manor.  See  Wadef- 
lade. 

Watling-freet , 46. 

Watts,  Richard,  49,  loS,  162, 
18.5  ; John,  329,  347. 
Watton’s,  of  Addington,  492, 
495  ; account  bf,  546. 
Wavering,  haqalet  and  manor 
of,  340. 

Weald,  boundary  of,  3 66. 
Webb,  Richard,  pojfeffes  Bel- 
uncle,  in  Hoo,  10. 

Webb’s,  of  Gillingham,  233. 
Webbe’s,  of  Detling,  355. 
Weldon’s,  of  Swanlcombe, 

73*  l63- 

Welldilh’s,  of  Linton,  368. 
Weekly,  Jane,  and  others, 
pof'ejfs  Well-court  manor,  in 
Gillingham,  232.  , 

Wentworth’s,  of  Nettleftedi 
206. 

West-court  manor,' /»{?//- 
ling  ham,  231,  a.  568  ; manor 
in  Detling,  356. 

Wefterham  Jiarijh , a.  557. 
Weftmoreland,  John  Fane,  earl 
of,  382. 

Wiat,  Richard,  338,  342,  345  ; 
Edwyn,  account  of,  337,  342. 
See  alfo  Wyatt. 

Wilkins’s,  of  Stoke,  account  of, 
38,  39,  41,  43. 

Williams,  Thomas,  of  Snod. 
land,  469. 

Williamfon,  Sir  Jofeph,  189. 
Willingion  flreet,  hamlet  of, 

261 . 

Wilmot’s,  earls  of  Rochefter, 
1 82. 

Wimbilhe,  Mr.  479 
Winchelfea,  Finch , countefs 
and  earls  of,  278,  288,  289, 
305. 

WlNDHILL  MANOR,  in  Alhal- 
lows,  28. 

Wi  ndfor’s,  457. 


Wifeman’s,  459,  of  Riven- 
hall,  barts.  account  of , 21. 
Withens,  Sir  Francis,  367* 

369- 

Wittrefham,  manor  of,  309, 
Whatman,  James,  his  excellent 
manufacture  of . papei  at  Box- 
ley,  330;  poffeffes  Vinters 
feat  in  Boxley,  340,  3-44 ; 
ac cotint  of,  ibid. 

Whitaker,  Thomas,  pojfeffes  a 
feat  in  Eaft  Barming,  384; 
leffce  of  Trottefclive,  alias 
Trolley  manor,  and  the  pa- 
lace there,  552  ; of  Weft- 
court,  alias  Wrotham  water, 
554- 

Whitaker’s,  of  Trottefclive, 

account  of,  552. 

White,  Samuel,  435. 

White's  farm,  in  Gillingham, 
348. 

Whitfield’s,  467. 

Whitworth’s,  of  Leyborne,  ac- 
count of \ 503,  505. 

Whorne,  fir  William,  403. 

Whorne's  place,  in  Cook/lone , 

a.  560. 

Whyte’s,  of  Boxley,  343. 

W OLDHAM,  Jiarifh  of,  399. 
Wollafon,  Henry,  prefent  reClor 
of  Snodland,  470. 

Wood,  Margaret,  298. 
Woodyer,  George,  162. 
Woodville’s,  account  of,  290, 
354- 

Woodward’s,  37. 

Wormfell,  John,  abbot  of  Box- 
ley,  311. 

Worcester,  Wm.  Beauchamp, 
earl  of,  477. 

Wotton,  John,  account  of, 
310. 

Wotton’s,  of  Boughton  Mal- 
herb,  473. 

W ' ighte , William,  prefent  vicar 
of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Rochejier , 

161. 


Wriothclley, 
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Wriothefley,  account  cf,  458. 
Wrotham,  palace  of,  286. 
Wyatt's,  6,  10,  23,  28,  27?, 

234,  266,  287,  292,  296, 

2 99>  3 ‘9*  326,  335*  336* 

339>  341.  345*  346>  374. 

448  ; of  Allington,  account 

of,  450. 

'VVydevill.  Set  Woodville. 


Y. 

Yardley’s,  of  Chatham,  225* 

225. 

Yenlade , water  of,  250. 

York,  Edward  Lee,  archbifio/i 
of,  269. 

Z. 

Zouch,  Sir  John,  6. 


Any  ERRORS  or  MISTAKES,  in  the  former  edition , or  com- 
munications towards  the  improvement  of  thefe  volumes , will , at  any 
time , in  future , be  thankfully  received,  if  dire  fled  to  W.  Bristow, 
Parade,  Canterbury. 
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DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  BINDER. 

1.  To  face  title,  ...  Plate  of  Rochester  castle,  8x*. 

2.  Jo  face  p.  i.  . . Map  of  hoo,  &c.  hundreds. 

3.  To  face  p.  45..  Ditto , Rochester  and  larkfield  ditto. 

4.  To  face  p.  259.  Ditto , Maidstone  hundred. 

5.  7o  face  p.  420.  Plate  of  kit’s  coxy  house,  8vo. 

6.  To  face  p.  422.  Ditto,  an  ANTIENT  MONUMEKTswr  ditto,  %v$. 
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LATH  OF  AYLESFORD, 

CONTINUE  D. 

■"**&&&&&**» 

THE  HUNDRED  OF  HOO. 

Eastward  from  the  hundred  of  Shamel  lies 
the  hundred  of  Hoo,  bounded  on  the  oppofite  fide  by 
the  water,  called  the  North  Yenlade,  which  feparates 
this  hundred  from  the  ifle  of  Grean.  Hollinlhed,  the 
chronicler,  fays,  that  in  his  time  Hoo  was  nearly  an 
ifland,  and  that  there  was  then  a common  proverb  of 
this  hundred,  viz, 

“ He  that  rides  into  the  hundred  of  Hoo, 

“ Befides  pilfering  feamen,  will  find  dirt  enow.” 

A very  true  faying  of  it  at  this  time.  Formerly  it 
ufed  to  be  noted  for  the  wealth  of  the  yeomen  who 
vol.  iv.  b ' inhabited 
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inhabited  it,  but  there  arc  now  few  but  bailiffs  aiH 
lookers  who  live  in  it,  the  farmers  and  occupiers  of 
the  lands  dwelling  at  Rochefter  and  Stroud,  and 
ehevvhere ; nor  is  there  a gentleman’s  houfe,  or  a cler- 
gyman refiding,  in  it,  owing  to  the  depth  of  the  foil, 
the  dirtinefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  unwholfome  air 
from  the  neighbouring  marfhes.  It  takes  its  name 
from  its  high  fituation,  Hou , in  Saxon,  fignifying  an 
hill.  The  hundred  of  Hoo  contains  the  parilhes  of 


r.  Hoo,  St.  Warburgh. 

2.  High  Haistow. 

3.  St.  Mary’s,  Hoo. 


5* 


Alhallows, 

AND 

Stoke,  in liar t. 


And  the  churches  of  thofe  parities  : 

It  alfo  contains  part  of  the  parifhes  of  Cobham  and  West 
Peckham,  the  churches  of  which  are  in  another  hundred. 


HOO,  ST.  WARBURGH. 

/ 

SO  CALLED  from  the  dedication  of  the  church, 
and  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  adjoining  parilh  of  St. 
Mary,  Hoo,  is  the  principal  one  in  this  hundred,  to 
which  it  gives  name.  It  is  about  two  miles  acrofs 
each  way  ; the  foil  is  in  general  a ftiff  clay  and  heavy 
tillage  land,  but  on  the  hill  inclined  to  gravel  3 one 
halt  ol  it  is  marlh  land,  which  extends  to  the  river 
Medway,  its  fouthern  boundary.  Adjoining  to  the 
marlhes  is  Hoo-ftreet,  having  the  church  at  the  fouth 
end  ot  it,  the  high  fpire  ol  which  is  a confpicuous 
objeft  to  all  the  neighbouring  country  for  fome  miles 
round,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Medway.  There 
arc  two  other  hamlets  at  the  two  extremities  of  the 
parifh,  Broad-ftreet,  dole  to  Hoo  common,  at  the 
iveftern  boundary ; and  at  the  oppofite  Eaft-end.  At 
Hoo  ftreet  the  ground  rifes  from  the  marlhes  to  the 
nigh  lull.  The  inclofures  are  fmall  and  the  hedge  rows 
t hick  , with  a continuance  of  high  fpiry  elms,  and  fome 
icrubby  oaks  interfperled  here  and  there,  in  different 

places. 
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places.  The  roads  are  very  deep  and  miry,  and  full 
of  water,  and  the  air,  from  its  contiguity  to  the  large 
trad  of  marfhes,  very  unhealthy. 

In  confequence  of  king  Richard  II. ’s  writ  to  the 
ilierifFs  of  Kent  and  Effex,  in  his  ift  year,  one  beacon 
was  ereded  here  at  Hoo,  and  another  oppofite,  at 
Fobbyng,  in  Effex,  among  other  places  along  the 
banks  of  the  river,  that  by  the  firing  of  them  notice 
might  be  given  of  any  fudden  attempt  of  the  enemy.* 
Peter  Gunning,  bilhop  of  Ely,  fon  of  Peter  Gunning, 
vicar  of  this  parifh,  was  born  here.  He  was  a perfon 
of  the  molt  diffufive  charity,  and  a benefador  to 
all  places  he  had  any  relation  to,  and  at  his  death  gave 
whatever  he  pofieffed  to  charitable  ufes,  particularly 
the  endowment  of  poor  vicarages;  he  died  in  1684, 
and  by  his  will  bequeathed  a fervice  of  communion 
plate  to  the  church  of  Hoo. 

Before  the  conqueft,  the  manor  of  Hoo,  St. 
Warburgh,  with  the  court  of  the  hundred,  was 
in  the  poffeffion  of  Godwin  earl  of  Kent,  from  whom 
it  defcended  to  king  Harold,  and  after  the  conqueft 
was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  his  half  brother  Odo, 
bifhop  of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe 
lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domef- 
day. 

The  bifhop  of  Baieux  himfelf  holds  Hou  in  demefne.  It 
was  taxed  at  50  filings,  and  now  at  33.  The  arable 
land  is  50  carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  4 and  100 
•villeins,  zvanting  three,  with  6 1 cottagers,  having  43 
carucates.  I here  are  6 churches , and  12  Jervants,  and 
32  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  for  the  pannage  of  30  hogs . 
The  whole  manor,  in  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Con* 
feffor , was  worth  60  pounds,  when  the  bifhop  received  it 
the  like,  and  now  as  much,  and  yet  he  who  holds  it  pays 
100  and  13  pounds.  To  this  manor  there  belonged  nine 
houfes  in  the  city  of  Rochefer,  and  they  paid  fix  foil  lings, 

1 Rymer’s  Feed.  vol.  vii.  p.  155. 
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now  they  are  taken  away.  ‘This  manor  earl  Godwin 
held . Of  this  manor  Richard  de  Tonebrige  held  half  a 
filling , and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  10  hogs.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  and  afterwards  it  was , and  now  is 
worth  40  Jhillings.  Adam,  Jon  of  Hubert,  holds  of  the 
fame  manor  one  fuling , and  one  yoke  of  the  bifhop , and  one 
of  his  tenants  has  there  in  demefie  half  a carucate , and 
four  villeins  with  half  a carucate  and  one  cottager.  It 
is  and  zvas  worth  30  findings.  Anfchitil  de  Ros  held  of 
this  fame  manor  three  fulings , and  he  has  there  in  demefie 
one  carucate  and  five  villeins,  zvith  1 2 cottagers,  hav- 
ing one  carucate  and  a half.  cthere  are  five  fervants , and 
one  mill  of  ten  Jhillings,  and  12  acres  of  meadozv,  and 
two  fifh  cries  of  five  Jhillings.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 

ward, and  afterwards,  it  was  worth  fix  pounds,  now  fix 
pounds  and  five  foil  lings. 

Oa  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  about 
four  years  afterwards,  his  ellates  were  confifcated  to 
the  crown,  and  among  them  this  of  Hoo. 

King  Richard  I.  exchanged  the  manor  and  hundred 
with  Hugh  Bardoif,  for  the  honour  of  Hampton,  in 
Devonllure,  which  had  been  forfeited  to  the  crown  by 
Fulk  Paganel,  or  Painel,  as  he  was  ufually  called,  to 
whom  it  had  been  given  by  king  Henry  II.b  He  was 
a younger  fon  of  William  Bardoif,  of  Stoke  Bardoif, 
and  bore  for  his  arms,  Azure,  three  cinquefoils  pierced 
or,  as  they  remain  on  the  roof  of  the  cloifters  of 
Chrift  church,  Canterbury.  He  died  without  iffue,c 
on  which  this  ellate  of  Hoo  became  veiled  in  the 
crown,  whence  it  was  granted,  anno  17  king  John,  to 
Hubert  de  Burgh, d then  chief  juftice  of  England,  and 
afterwards  earl  of  Kent,  on  whole  difgrace  it  feems  to 
have  become  veiled  in  Henry  Grey  and  Hugh  Poinz, 
in  right  of  their  wives,  two  of  the  five  nieces  and  co* 


c ^,adox’s  Exchequer,  p.  40.9,  507.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.684, 

MSS  teMSMST  °f  thiS  famUy  a"’0ns  the  Harleia'' 
Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.693.  vol.  ii,  p.  14. 
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heirs  of  Robert  Bardolph  above  mentioned,  in  fepa- 
rate  moieties. 

Henry  Grey  left  a Ton,  Sir  Richard  Grey,  whofe 
principal  (eat  was  at  Codnor,  in  Derbyfhire,  whofe 
descendants  were  the  barons  Grey  of. Codnor.  One 
of  thefe,  John  lord  Grey,  of  Codnor,  paid  refpe&ive 
aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  half 
a fee,  which  Henry  de  Grey  before  held  in  the  pariih 
of  Wereburghe  in  Hoo  of  the  king.  He  lived  to  a 
good  old  age,  and  dying  about  the  15th  year  of  king 
Richard  II.  was  fucceeded  by  Richard,  hisgrandfon, 
(fon  of  Henry,  who  died  in  his  life  time)  who  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  purchafed  the  other  moiety 
of  this  manor,  and  fo  became  entitled  to  the  whole 
fee  of  it. 

But  to  return  to  this  other  moiety,  which  came 
into  the  pofleflion  of  Hugh  Poinz.  His  great  grand - 
Ion,  Nicholas  Poinz,  died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  1 ft 
year  of  king  Edward  I.  holding  it  in  capite , by  the 
fervice  of  half  a knight’s  fec.e  He  left  Hugh  Poinz, 
his  fon  and  heir,  who  had  fummons  among  the  ba- 
rons of  this  realm,  in  the  23d  year  of  king  Edward  I. 
as  had  Nicholas,  his  fon,  in  the  next  reign  of  king 
Edvvardll.  whofe  defcendant,  Nicholas  lord  Poinz^ 
having  married  Alianore,  the  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Erleigh,  died  about  the  middle  of  king  Edward  lll.’s 
reign,  leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  Amicia,  wife 
of  John  Barry,  and  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Newbo- 
rough/  T.  hey  joined  in  the  fale  of  this'  moiety  to 
Judd,  from  which  name  it  pafled  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  IV.  by  fale,  to  Richard  lord  Grey,  of  Cod- 
nor, as  before  mentioned,  who  then  became  poflefled 
of  the  entire  fee  of  the  manor  of  Hoo. 

Richard  lord  Grey  was  much  in  favour  with  king 
Henry  IV.  who  conferred  many  great  offices  on  him. 

f V0^'  P-  2-  ^ot-  Efch.  ejus  ann.  No.  46. 

■ -Hiftoryof  the  Grevilles.  Rot.  Efch.  No.  62. 
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and  employed  him  much,  as  well  in  war  as  in  civil 
negociations.  He  died  in  the  5th  year  of  Henry  . 
it  then  defcended  down  to  Henry  lord  Grey,  who  died 
poflefled  of  it  in  the  nth  year  of  king  Henry  VII. 
without  lawful  iflue,  and  was  buried  at  Aylesford,* 
under  which  parifh  a further  account  of  this  family 
may  be  feen.  Upon  which,  although  the  manor  and 
caftle  of  Codnor  came  to  Elizabeth,  his  aunt  and 
heir,  wife  of  Sir  John  Zouche,  a younger  fon  of 
William  lord  Zouch,  of  Haringworth,  who  bore  for 
their  arms,  Gules , ten  bezant es ; which  arms,  with  a 
canton , remain  on  the  roof  ot  the  cloitters  at  Canter- 
bury ; yet  this  manor  of  Hoo  continued  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  lady  Catherine  Grey  (afterwards  remar- 
ried to  Sir  William  de  la  Pole)  for  the  term  ot  her 
life,  and  fhe  died  poflefled  of  it,  as  appears  by  the 
Efcheat  Rolls,  anno  1521;  after  which  it  devolved 
to  Sir  John  Zouche  above  mentioned,  who  likewife 
died  poflefled  of  it  in  1 529.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it 
by  Thomas  Cornewall,  who  was  poflefled  of  it  at  his 
death,  in  the  30th  year  of  that  reign,  as  appears  by 
the  inquifition  then  taken.  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of 
Allington-caflle,  was  the  next  proprietor  of  this  ma- 
nor; and  he,  in  the  34th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
conveyed  the  hundred  and  lordlhip  of  Hoo,  and  the 
manor  of  Little  Hoo,  late  belonging  to  Boxley  abbey,h 
among  other  premifes,  to  that  king. 

They  continued  in  the  crown  till  king  Edward  VI. 
in  his  5th  year,  granted  to  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord 
Cobham,  &c.  the  hundred  of  PIoo,  and  the  manors 
of  Great  and  Little  Hoo,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights 
fervice ; but  his  unfortunate  grandfon,  Henry  lord 
Cobham,  being  convi&ed  of  high  treafon  in  the  lft 
year  of  king  James  I.  though  he  had  pardon  of  his 
life,  yet  he  forfeited  all  his  eftates  to  the  crowrg  and 

* Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  71 1,  712,  692. 

h See  farther,  Abbots’  court  in  this  parifh.  Inrolments,  Augm. 
Off.  Box  C.  39,  D.  27. 
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among  them  thefe  at  Hoo,  all  which  were  confirmed 
to  the  crown  by  an  adt  pafled  in  the  3d  year  of  that 
reign.  Soon  after  which  thefe  manors  were  granted 
to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of  Salifbury  (ion  of  William 
lord  Burleigh)  who  was  afterwards  lord  treasurer  of 
England,  &c.  and  had  married  Elizabeth,  filler  of 
Henry  lordCobham  above  mentioned.  Hediedpof- 
fefled  of  them  in  1612,  and  was  fucceeded  in  them  by 
his  only  fon  and  heir,  William  earl  of  Salifbury,  who, 
in  the  4th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  alienated  them  to 
Sir  Edward  Hales,  bait,  who  poflefled  them  at  his 
death,  in  1634;  whole  grandfon,  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
bart.  became  his  heir,  and  entitled  as  fuch  to  thefe 
manors;  but  he  poflefled  only  the  court  baron  of 
them;  for  the  view  of  frank  pledge  belonging  to  the 
hundred,  appears  by  the  court  rolls  to  have  continued, 
from  the  lord  Cobham’s  death,  in  the  crown,  and  to 
have  been  in  pofl'effion  of  the  keepers  of  the  liberties 
of  England,  as  they  were  ftyled,  from  the  death  of 
king  Charles  I.  in  1648,  to  the  Relloration;  three 
years  after  which,  in  1663,  he  feems  to  have  had,  by 
the  ftyleof  them,  the  full  pofl'effion  of  both.  Having 
rilqued  his  fortune  in  the  fervice  of  king  Charles  I.  and 
contracted  debts  to  a large  amount,  he  was  obliged 
to  abandon  his  country,  to  which  he  never  returned; 
and  thiseftate  being  veiled  by  him  in  Sir  John  Tuf- 
ton,  bart.  and  Edward  Hales,  efq.  of  Boughton  Mal- 
herb,  as  trullees,  was  conveyed  by  them,  by  the 
name  of  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Hoo,  to  Edward 
Villiers,  efq.  the  4th  fon  of  Sir  Edward,  fecond  fon 
of  George  Villiers,  of  Brokefby,  in  Leicefterlhire,  by 
his  firft  wife,  Audrey,  daughter  and  heir  of  William 
Sanders,  efq.*  upon  wffiich  Edward  his  eldell  fon  and 
heir,  fucceedcd  him  in  the  manor  and  hundred  of 
Hoo,  and  being  much  in  favour  with  king  William, 

Dugdale’s  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  428,  et  (eq.  Collins’s  Peer,  laft  edit, 
vol.  iv.  p.  159,  et  feq. 
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was,  in  the  3d  year  of  his  reign,  created  vifcount  Vil- 
liers  of  Dartford,  and  baron  of  Hoo.  He  was  after- 
wards, in  1697,  created  earl  of  Jerfey,  and  died  in 
1711,  leaving  by  Barbara  his  wife,  daughter  ofWm. 
Chiffinch,efq.  two  Tons;  of  whom  William,  the  eldeft, 
fucceeded  his  father  in  titles  and  this  eftate  -y  whofe 
defcendant,  George  Bufiy  Viliiers,  earl  of  Jerfey,  vif- 
count Villiers  of  Dartford.  and  baron  of  Hoo,  is  the 
prefent  poffelTor  of  this  manor  and  hundred. 

The  manor  of  Great  Hoo  extends  over  part  of  the 
parilh  of  Weft  Pechham,  in  this  county. 

At  the  court  of  this  manor,  the  following  conftables 
and  borfholders  are  appointed — one  conftable  for  the 
Upper  half  hundred,  and  another  for  the  Lower  half 
hundred  of  Hoo  ; and  borlholders  for  the  boroughs 
of  Hardlefield,  Boxley,  Deangate,  Dalham,  FinCent, 
Church-ftreet,  and  Oxenheath.  The  court  is  held 
yearly  on  Whit  Monday. 

Beluncle  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  which  was 
formerly  a feat  of  fo me  eminence,  and  raoft  probably 
was  part  of  thofe  poftefiions  in  the  hundred  of  Hoo, 
which  belonged  to  the  family  of  Bardolf,  and  pafted 
after  the  death  of  Robert  Bardolf  in  marriage  with 
One  of  his  five  nieces  and  coheirs,  to  Jordan  Foliot, 
who,  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Henry  ill.  performed 
his  homage  for  it.1  His  fon  and  heir,  Richard  de 
Foliot,  pafted  away  this  manor  by  fine,  in  the  20th 
year  of  that  reign,  . to  Reginald  de  Cobham,  fecond  fon 
of  Henry  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  who  died  poflefled 
of  it  in  the  42d  year  of  it.  After  whofe  death,  it 
feems  to  have  defcended  to  his  nephew,  Sir  John  de 
Cobham,  of  Cobham,  who  died  in  the  28th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  leaving  by  Joane,  his  firft  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Robert  de  Septvans,  a fon  Henry,  who  had 
the  addition  of  junior  to  his  name,  to  diftinguifh  him 

Collins’s  Peerage,  vol.  iv.  p.  178. 

1 Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.i.  p.  679.  Philipott,  p.  188. 
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from  Henry  his  unde,  of  Roundal  in  Shornc,  then 
living.  He  died  foon  after  the  9th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  leaving  by  his  wife,  Maud  de  Columbers', 
thieefons;  John,  who  lucceeded  him  at  Cobharn, 
and  was  anceltor  of  the  Cobhams  of  that  place,  and 
of  Sterborough-caflle ; Thomas,  who  was  of  Bduti- 
cle  ; and  Reginald,  rector  of  Cowling. 

Thomas  the  fecond  ion  had  this  manor  of  Beluncle 
by  devife  from  his  father,  and  was  afterwards  knighted. 
He  changed  his  arms  to,  Gules , on  a chevron  or , three 
crefcents  jable , which  coat  was  borne  by  all  his  poire- 
rity  of  this  place.  He  refided  here,  and  having  mar- 
ried Agnes,  daughter  of  Sepham,  of  Sepham,  in  this 
county,  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  and  heir,  Thomas 
de  Cobeham,  who  was  likewife  of  Beluncle,  and  lies 
buried  in  Cobharn  church,  with  Maud  his  wife.  His 
defendants  afterwards  continued  to  refide  at  Beluncle 
till,  at  length,  John  Cobharn,  efq.  fucceeded  to  this 
manor,  and  was  alderman,  and  fome  time  mayor,  of 
the  city  of  Rochefter,  where  he  refided,  and  in  1624, 
was  a benefadtor  to  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  there, 
by  fettingup  the  north  window  of  the  chancel.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  Ballandine,  of 
Derbyfhire,  bv  whom  he  bad  two  1’ons,  John  and  Wil- 
liam, and  a daughter  Elizabeth.  He  died  in  the 
reign  ot  king  Charles  I.  leaving  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
furviving.  Sometime  after  which  this  manor  becan  e 
divided  into  moieties,  one  of  which  became  veiled  in 
colonel  Richard  Cobharn,  of  Rochefter;  and  the 
other  in  Clement  Chadbourne  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  John  Cobharn,  alderman,  late 
of  Rochefter. 

Clement  Chadbourne  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in 
1708,  conveyed  their  undivided  moiety  of  this  ma- 
nor to  colonel  Richard  Cobharn  above  mentioned, 
who  died  without  male  iffue,  leaving  two  daughters 
his  coheirs,  the  eldeft  of  which,  Mary,  carried  one 
moiety  of  this  manor  in  marriage  to  captain  James 
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Hayes,  of  Rochefler,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Gules , a 
chevron  or>  between  three  boars  heads  couped  who  ha- 
ving purchafed  the  other  moiety,  became  pofTefl'ed  of 
the  whole,  and  died  in  1755,  without  male  ilbue, 
leaving  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  the  eldeft  ol  whom 
Jane,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Js.  Par- 
fons,  of  Botherep,  in  Gloucefferlhire,  who,  in  1788, 
fold  it  to  Richard  Webb,  efq.  and  he  is  the  prefent 
owner  of  this  manor.  There  is  no  court  held  for  this 
manor. 

Abbot’s-court,  now  corruptly  called  Abbey’s- 
court,  was  formerly  the  manfion  of  an  eftate  here, 
called  the  manor  of  Little  Hoo,  alias  Hoo  Parvay 
which  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Boxley ; in  conle- 
quence  of  which  it  has  always  been  efteemed  as  lying 
within  the  borough  of  Boxley.  King  Richard  I.  con- 
firmed to  that  abbey  a market  in  Hoo,  of  the  gift  of 
Maud  de  Canvill.m  King  Edward  III.  in  his  33d 
year,  granted  free  warren  to  the  abbot  and  convent 
for  their  demefne  lands  within  their  manor  in  Hoo ; 
and  they  continued  in  pofTeffion  of  this  eftate  till  the 
difiolution  of  their  abbey  in  the  29th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  together  with  all  its  reve- 
nues, lurrendered  into  the  king’s  hands ; who,  in  his 
3 2d  year,  granted  this  manor  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  48s.  2d.  fince  which  it  has  had 
the  fame  pofleffors  as  the  manor  of  Great  Hoo,  and 
is  now,  with  that,  the  property  of  the  Right  Hon. 
George  earl  of  Jerfey. 

John  lord  Cobham,  in  the  36th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  fettled  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  marfh, 
called  Rowe  and  Slade  marfhes,  lying  within  the  lord- 
fhip  of  St.  Werburg’s,  in  Hoo,  on  his  new  founded 
chantry  or  college  in  Cobham  church. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  10th  year,  granted  to 
Philip  Conwaye,  two  marfhes,  called  Eftwike  and 
Sprete,  in  this  parifh. 

m Dugd*  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  827.  Tan.  Not.  Mon.  p.  214. 
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This  parish  of  St.  Warburge,  alias  Hoo,  has  the  right  of 
nomination  to  three  feveral  places  in  the  New  College  of  Cob- 
ham,  for  three  poor  perfons,  inhabitants  of  this  parifli,  to  be 
cliofen  and  prefented  fo,  and  by  fuch,  as  by  the  ordinances  of 
the  college  have  power  to  preient  and  ele<5t  for  this  parilh.  And 
if  the  parifli  of  Stroud  fliould  make  default  in  their  turn,  then  the 
benefit  of  fuch  election  devolves  to  this  parilh. 

Thomas  Walker  gave  by  will,  in  1629,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor,  not  receiving  alms,  a houfe  and  lands,  vefted  in  MelT. 
Gilbird  and  Cart,  of  the  annual  produce  of  5I. 

Hoo  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Warburgh.  The  church 
confifts  of  three  ifles  and  a chancel. 

In  it,  among  others,  are  the  following  infcriptions  on  brafles: 
hi  the  chancel,  two  for  the  family  of  Plumley,  in  1615  and  1642; 
two  others,  for  John  Brown  and  Rich.  Baylv,  vicars;  the  latter, 
anno  1412.  In  the  nave , one  for  Stephen  and  Richard  Charlis, 
obt.  1446;  another,  John  Beddyll,  obt.  1500.  InthefouthiJIc , 
one  for  Thomas  Cobham,  efq.  obt.  1465,  and  Matilda  his  wife. 
In  the  north  ijle , one  for  William  Alton  and  Gelyane  his  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  fifteen  children." 

Robert  Bardolf,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Hoo,  in  the 
reign  of  king  John,  granted  to  this  church  all  the 
land,  called  Elwruetche,  which  joined  to  his  field, 
called  the  Lefe,  towards  the  louth ; and  alfo  a piece 
of  land,  containing  half  an  acre,  in  pure  and  perpe- 
tual alms,  to  find  one  lamp  to  burn  nightly  before 
the  altar  of  St.  Werburge,  where  the  facrament  was 
kept. 

Laurence,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1252,  appropri- 
ated the  church  of  St.  Werburge  of  Hoo,  with  the 
chapel  of  All  Saints,  and  all  things  belonging  to  it, 
to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  to  the  ufe  of 
their  almonry,  they  being  the  real  patrons  of  it,  by 
the  grant  of  it,  by  the  lady  abbefs  and  convent,  and 
by  the  prior  of  St.  Sulpice,  provided  that  the  church 
was  ferved  by  a proper  vicar,  to  be  prefented  to  him, 

" See  thefe  infcriptions  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  741. 

and 


12  HOO  HUNDRED. 

and  his  fucceflors,  who  (hould  in  no  wife  negled  the 
cure  of  fouls  therein. 

The  vicarage  of  this  church  had  no  endowment 
for  many  years  afterwards;  but  in  1337,  Hamo,  bi- 
ihop  of  Rochefter,  with  the  confent  of  all  parties,  by 
his  inftrument  that  year  decreed,  find,  that  the  reli- 
gious, to  whom  the  appropriation  belonged,  (hould 
have  the  manfion  of  the  redory  of  the  church,  toge- 
ther with  all  lands  and  the  meadow  belonging  to  it, 
which  the  religious  had  till  that  time  poflefled,  as  the 
glebe  oi  it;  and  that  all  tithes  of  (heaves,  wherefoever 
arifing,  as  well  from  land  dug  with  the  foot,  as  cul- 
tivated with  the  plough,  fliould  in  future  belong  to 
them ; and  that  they  (hould  hold  and  poflels  the  above 
lands  and  meadow,  and  (hould  take  the  (aid  tithes  of 
(heaves  of  this  kind  for  their  portion,  and  that  the 
burthens  of  fuftaining  and  repairing  the  chancel  of 
5 he  church,  and  the  buildings  of  the  redory,  and  the 
burthen  of  finding  books,  veftments,  and  other  new 
ornaments,  which  did  not  belong  to  the  parilhioners 
to  find  (furplices,  rochets,  albes,  and  other  habits  and 
linen  ornaments  only  excepted)  (hould  belong  to  the 
religious;  and  that  they  (hould  caufe  to  be  delivered 
to  the  vicar  and  his  fucceflors,  from  the  barns  of  the 
redory  yeaily,  at  the  time  in  which  wheat  was  Town, 
one  quarter  of  wheat ; and  at  the  time  in  which  Palm 
barley  was  Town,  one  (earn  of  Palm  barley  ; and  at 
the  time  in  which  peas  were  (own,  two  bufhels  of  peas 
for  porridge,  and  one  load  of  draw  for  litter  for  his 
cows;  all  which  (hould  be.  carried  to  the  houfe  of  the 
vicar.  . And  he  further  decreed,  that  the  manfion  of 
the  vicarage  of  this  church,  with,  the  garden  and 
plat  adjoining,  and  all  tithes  of  rufhes,  hay,  lambs  ' 
wool,  calves  milkmeats,  pigs,  geefe,  flax,  hemp,  mills’ 
p dgeons,/v/^  cedua,  eggs,  fruits  of  trees,  bees,  cur- 
tilages, conies,  and  fiflieries,  orchards,  pannage  he 
age  fowlings,  merchandifings,  and  all  per fonal  tithes 
things  what  foe ver,  and  oblations  at  the  exequies  of 

the 


II 00,  ST.  WARRURGII.. 

the  dead  in  the  pari  Hi  churches  of  St.  Mary’s  and 
Halftow,  and  other  parith  churches  in  Hoo,  the  bo- 
dies of  whom  ought  to  be  buried  in  the  cemetery  of 
the  church  of  St.  Werburge,  and  ail  other  oblations 
and  obventions  whatfoever  to  the  church  belonging 
and  accruing,  and  not  above  afligned  to  the  religious, 
fhould  belong  to  the  vicar  and  his  lucceffors  in  the 
vicarage ; and  that  the-  burthen  ol  the  procuration 
belonging  to  the  archdeacon,  and  alfo  the  burthen  of 
providing  furplices,  rochets,  albes,and  other  habits  and 
ornaments  of  linen,  and  the  burthen  ol  repairing  and 
maintaining  the  buildings  and  manfion  of  the  vicar- 
age wholly,  and  of  books,  veftments,  and  other  orna- 
ments to  be  provided  by  the  religious,  as  alfo  the  pro- 
viding of  bread  and  wine. for  the  facrament  of  the  al- 
tar, of  proceffional  tapers,  and  other  lights  belong- 
ing to  the  church,  and  of  other  matters  necefiary  for 
divine  worlhip,  which  did  not  belong  to  the  parifhi- 
oners  to  provide,  nor  were  fpecified  as  above,  fhould 
belong  in  future  to  the  vicar  and  his  fucceffors  in  the 
vicarage.  And  that  Sir  John  Reginald,  of  Chatham, 
then  vicar,  and  his  fucceffors,  fhould  take  the  above 
mentioned  tithes,  oblations,  and  obventions  for  his 
portion  in  future,  and  fhould  be  contented  with  them, 
and  fhould  undergo  and  acknowledge  the  above  bur- 
thens ; but  that  all  other  burthens,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, not  before  fpecified,  as  well  the  religious 
as  the  vicar  and  his  fucceffors,  fhould  undergo  and 
acknowledge,  in  proportion  according  to  the  then 
taxation  of  the  church  and  vicarage,  as  the  fame  be- 
longed to  each  of  them. 

The  churches  of  Halftow  and  St.  Mary’s,  as  well 
as  that  of  All  Saints,  now  called  Alhallovvs,  in  this 
hundred,  were  accounted  but  as  chapels  to  this  church 
ol  St  Warburgh.  In  1724,  Laurence,  bifhop  of 
Rocheftet,  by  his  inftrument,  reciting  that  the  cha- 
pels ol  Halftow  and  St.  Mary  of  Hoo  had  been  be- 
yond memory  penlionary  to  the  church  of  St.  Wer- 
burge, 
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burge,  as  to  their  mother  church,  viz.  the  former  in 
two  marcs,  the  latter  in  half  a marc;  of  which  annual 
penfions  the  church  of  St.  Werburge,  and  the  reftors 
of  it,  had  been,  as  then  plainly  appeared,  in  poffeliion 
for  more  than  forty  years  before  his  time,  confirmed 
them  to  the  faid  church  ; and  for  the  greater  fecu- 
ritv  of  this  matter,  he  decreed,  that  the  parfons,  who 
fiiould  be  inftituted  in  thofe  chapels  in  future  by  the 
religious,  to  whom  he  had  formerly  granted  the 
church  of  St.  Werberge,  with  ail  things  belonging  to 
it,  to  their  own  proper  ufes,  fhould,  in  the  pretence 
of  him  and  his  fucceffors,  having  taken  an  oath  for 
that  purpofe,  promile  to  pay  the  penfions  as  above 


mentioned.0  . 

The  church  and  vicarage  continued  part  of  the 
poffeffions  of  the  priory  of  Rochefler  till  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  it  in  the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  V III.  when 
it  was  furrendered  into  his  hands  ; and  the  next  year 
the  king  fettled  this  church  and  vicarage,  by  his  do- 
tation charter,  on  his  new  erected  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  where  they  now  remain. 

This  vicarage  is  a difcharged  living,  in  the  king's 
books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  46I.  3s. 
the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are,  il.  17s.  7d.p 

On  the  intended  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters. 


after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  this  parfonage  was 
furveyed  and  valued  in  1649,  w^en  confifted  of  a 
parfonage  and  manor  belonging  to  it,  with  the  tithes 
of  all  manner  of  corn  and  grain,  and  a fair  manor  or 
parfonage  houfe  adjoining  to  the  church  yard,  with 
the  garden,  orchard,  and  yard,  containing,  by  efti- 
mation,  one  acre,  and  other  lands,  which  manor 
houfe,  and  its  appurtenances,  together  with  the  tithes, 
were  valued  at  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  All 
which,  as  well  as  rents  of  affize,  and  perquifites  of 


0 Reg.  RofT.  p.  422,  424.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 
p L&.  Thef.  p.  386.  Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xiv. 

courts, 
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courts,  lands,  &c.  were  let  by  the  late  dean  and  chapter, 
among  other  things,  in  1638,  to  James  Plumley,  at: 
the  yearly  rent  of  twenty  pounds  and  two  good  capons, 
or  tour  (hillings  in  money,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one 
years ; but  the  premifes,  with  the  lands,  were  worth, 
upon  improvement,  over  and  above  the  faid  rent,  the 
yearly  value  of  122I.  16s.  yd.  the  widow  Plumley 
being  then  the  immediate  tenant  of  them  ; that  the 
lefTee  was  to  repair  the  premifes  and  the  chancel  of  the 
church ; that  the  patronage  of  the  vicarage,  worth 
fixty  pounds  per  annum,  and  upwards,  was  referved 
by  the  dean  and  chapter,  Mr.  Lewis  Howard  being 
then  incumbent  of  it ; that  there  was  due  by  cuftom 
from  the  rectory  to  the  vicar,  and  payable  annually 
at  Chriftmas,  a feam  of  wheat,  a feam  of  barley,  two 
bulhels  of  peas,  and  a load  of  ftraw.  There  is  a ma- 
nor now  belonging  to  the  parfonage. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  "Atom  prcfented. 
Priory  of  Rochefa ..  


Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefter. ... 


9 Vide  Rights  of  Englilh  Convoca- 
lion,  p.  575. 

r Reg.  Roff.  p.  421. 

* 414*. 

1 He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 
Reg.  Rolf.  p.  741. 

u He  likewife.  lies  buried  here.  Ib. 
v Reg.  Rolf.  p.  $68. 


RECTORS. 

Robert .q 

W 01.  de  Lichefcld , the  laft  rec- 
tor, refigned  in  1252/ 

VICARS. 

Sir  John  Reginald  de  Chatham , 
in  1 3 3 7 -s 
John  Browne S 

Rich.  Bayly , obt.  July  io,  1412.“ 
Thomas  Barryy  LL.B.  in  1423.'' 
Peter  Gunning , obt.  1 61 3 .x 
Chrifop  her  Dale,  S.T.B.  ini628.y 
Robert  Chceke,  S.T.  P.  prefented 
in  1622,  refig.  1625/ 

* He  was  likewife  reft,  of  Gravef- 
end,  where  he  lies  buried  ; he  was  fa- 
ther of  Peter  Gunning,  bilhop  of  Ely. 

* And  reftor  of  Halftow,  by  difpen- 
fation,  in  1628.  Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xix. 
P-  57- 

z Twyfdea  MSS.  See  More’s  Hill, 
of  Tunflall,  p.  56. 
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Penn  and  Chapter  of  Rochejler.... 


VICARS. 


Baxter. 

Lewis  Howard^  in  1649* 

John  JVren. 

George  JVren , A.M.  inft.  1685. 
J 'Villi am  Dormer , lyzo. 

Ralph  Bijhof,  pref.  July  1729* 
obt.  1 7 99- 

Thomas  i hotnfon , A.M.  1 7 59,  ob. 


1 7^'  /-  tj 

Evan  Rice,  June  24,  1 7S0.  Rre- 


feat  vicar/ 


a Upper  .nafter  of  the  King’s  fchool  of  Rochefter. 


HALSTOW. 

NORTHWARD  from  Hoo  lies  Halftow, ufually 
called  High  Halftow,  as  well  from  its  high  fituation, 
as  to  diftinguifh  it  from  another  parifh  of  the  fame 
name,  near  Upchurch,  in  this  county.  This  place  is 
written,  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,b  Haglejlow,  and  in 

other  records,  Aglejiow.  . . TT  ia 

It  lies  on  high  ground;  the  church,  with  Halltow 
flreet  adjoining  to  it,  is  fituated  in  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  parifh,  befides  which  there  are  feveral  fmaller 
hamlets,  as  Clinches-ftreet,  Fenn-ftreet,  &c.  the  nor- 
them  part,  being  one  half  of  the  parifti,  is  marfhland, 
bounded  by  the  river  Thames ; the  hills  cover  the 
greateft  part  of  it ; the  foil  and  the  country  is  other- 
wife  of  the  lame  fort  as  that  of  Hoo,  laft  defenbed, 
in  every  particular. 

The  royalty  of  the  manor  or  lordfhip  of  Hoo 
claims  over  this  parifh,  and  as  fuch  this  place  was  an- 
tiently  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  family  of  Bardolf; 
from  which  it  palled  in  . like  manner  to  Poinz  and 
Grey  ; and  from  them,  in  procefs  of  time,  to  Edward 

b Text.  Roff.  p.  230.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  146. 

Villiers, 
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Villiers,  efq.  vvhofe  defcendant,  the  Right'  Hon.  George 
earl  of  Jerfey,  is  the  prefent  pofteftor  of  it. 

Reginald  de  Cobham  was  pofieffed  of  an  eftate  in 
this  parilh,  and  in  the  14th  year  of  king  Edward  III* 
procured  a charter  of  free  warren  in  all  his  demefne 
lands  in  this  parifh  of  Halgefco. 

John  de  Cobham,  lord  Cobham,  gave  an  eftate  in 
this  pari  Hi  to  the  chantry  of  Cobham,  founded  by  him.c 

The  priorefs  and  convent  of  Dartford,  and  the  col- 
lege of  All  Saints,  in  Maidftone  likewife  pofiefted  lands 
in  this  parifh  ; part  of  the  latter  were  the  marfhes  of 
Eaftwick  and  Spert,  which  by  grant  from  the  crown, 
came  afterwards  into  the  family  of  Somers,  who  poftel- 
fed  them  in  Charles  II. ’s  reign. d This  family,  as  appears 
by  their  pedigree,  in  the  Heraldic  Vifitation  of  Kent, 
anno  1619,  feparated  into  two  branches,  one  of  which 
was  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Rochefter;  and  the  other  of 
this  parifh  of  Halftow.  They  bore  for  their  arms,. 
Vi ?r/,  a fejfe  dancelte  ermine. 

CHARITIES. 

Sir  John  Cromp  gave,  by  will,  in  1615;,  for  poor  widows, 
not  receiving  alms,  a honfe  and  land,  vefted  in  the  parifn,  of  the 
annual  produce  of  SI. 

Richard  White  gave  by  will,  in  1622,  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe,  land  vefted  in  John  Prebble,  of  the  annual  produce  of  il.  ios\ 

Richard  Bayley  gave  by  will,  in  1643,  for  the  life  of  the 
poor,  not  receiving  alms,  land  vefted  in  Meflrs.  Cart,  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  6s.  8d; 

HalstoW  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret. 

In  the  chancel  are  the  following  brafs  plates : Two  coats  quar- 
terly, i ff,  parted  per  fefs  indented ; 2d,  a chevron  between  three 
ewers  or  flower  pots,  and  infcription,  for  William  Palke,  minifter 
of  High  Halftow,  obt.  1618,  and  Anne,  his  wife;  two  more  for 
William  Groby,  reftor,  obt.  1398,  and  William,  his  father,  obt. 
1396.  In  the  church  yard , a tomb  for  William  Somer,  of  this  pa- 
rifh, gent,  fet  up  bv  William  his  fon,  in  1607,  and  repaired  by 
Richard  Somer,  hisgrandfon,  gent,  of  Clifford’s  inn,  in  1672. 

c The  deed  of  it  is  in  the  Surrcnden  library. 

d Rot.  Efch.  Dugrl.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  pt.  ii.p,  133.  Rolls  of  Pari.  Temp.  In- 
terregna Aug.  Off.  Roll,  Hen.  IX. 

VOL.  IV. 


c 
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This  church  was  efteemed  but  as  a chapel  to  the 
church  of  St.  Warburgh  Hoo,  as  appears  by  the  in- 
ftrument  of  biffiop  Laurence,  in  1274,  by  which  he 
confirms  the  antient  payment  of  two  marcs  yearly  to 
the  laid  church;  and  for  the  greater  feeunty  of  it,  he 
decreed,  that  the  parfon,  who  fhould  in  future  be  in- 
ftituced  in  the  laid  chapel  by  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Rochelle r,  patrons  of  the  laid  church,  fhould,  in  the 
prelence  of  him  and  his  fuccelTors,  fwear  to  the  due 
performance  and  payment  of  that  pen  non.  1 he  pri- 
ory of  Rochcfter  continued  in  pofleffion  oi  this  penlion 
till  the  furrendry  of  it,  into  the  hands  of  Henry  VIII. 
in  his  3 2d  year,  who  the  next  year  fettled  it,  by  his 
dotation  charter,  on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter 
of  Rocheller,  who  now  poffefs  it. 

In  1476,  John  Mapulton,  reClor  of  Halftow,  com- 
menced a iuit  again  ft  Richard  Fletcher,  redoi  of  St. 
Mary’s,  in  the  confiftory  court,  before  the  biffiop’s 
official,  for  the  recovery  and  eftablilhment  of  his  right 
to  certain  tithes,  as  redor  of  the  pariffi  of  Halftow ; 
viz.  a moiety  of  all  tithes,  both  great  and  ftnall,  in  a 
diftridof  land,  called  Le  Meneparifhe,  the  other  moie- 
ty belonging  to  the  re&or  of  St.  Mary’s ; and  alfo  of 
certain  lands  and  tenements,  called  Eaftwyke  and  Up- 
wyke,  as  wholly  fituated  within  the  parifh  of  Halftow ; 
and  of  a marfh,  called  I.e  Sperte,  lying  in  Le  Mene- 
parifhe,  of  which  the  re&ors  of  this  pariffi,  his  prede- 
ceflors,  were  uled  to  take  a moiety  of  the  tithes,  the 
other  moiety  belonging  to  the  redor  of  St.  Mary  s ; 
all  which  were  that  year  decreed  to  the  re&or  of  Hal- 
ftow, by  the  definitive  fentence  of  the  official. 

The  redory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  14I.  5s. 
ydk  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  8s.  6i.d.f 

In  1650,  this  redory  was  valued  at  iool.  per  ann. 
Sir  Edward  Hales  being  patron,  and  Mr.  Benjamin 

* Reg.  Roff.  p.  422,  404,  et  feq.  E&.  Thef.  p.  385. 
f Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 

Crump, 
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Cromp,  incumbent.  In  1784,  the  value  of  this  redtory 
was  295I.  per  annum,  and  the  clear  neat  profit  230I. 

The  church  of  Halftow  feems  to  have  paffed  as  an 
appendage  to  the  manor  of  Hoo,  through  the  feveral 
different  owners  of  it,  to  Sir  Edw.  Hales,  bart.  who 
was  patron  of  it  in  1650.  Hisfon,  Sir  Edw.  Hales,  bart. 
alienated  the  patronage  of  it,  which  after  fome  inter- 
mediate owners  was  conveyed  to  Chapman,  whole  heirs 
fold  it  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Fletcher;  on  whofe  death 
in  1763,  it  became  the  property  of  his  fon,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Fletcher,  who,  in  1786,  fold  it  to  the  Rev. 
Robert  Burt,  who  died  in  1788;  and  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Burt,  is  now  entitled  to  it. 


CHURCH  OF  HALSTOW. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefented.  rectors. 

William  Groby,  obt.  1399/' 

William  Beau  fits,  obt.  1 43  3 . h 

John  Rafie,  in  1465.“ 

John  Mapulton , in  1476. !t 

William  Palke , obt.  Decem.  2, 
1618.1 

Chrifiopher  Dale,  in  1628.” 

. Woody  ear  e , A.  M-n 

Benjamin  Crompe , A.M.  in  1630, 
obt.  Mar.  8,  1663.0 

Edward  Turner,  1663,0b.  1716. 

John  Benfion , 1721,  obt.  May  10, 
1 75  3-p 

Richard  Fletcher,  A.M.  17 c 3, 
obt.  1763  q 

Richard  Fletcher , A.M.  1763, 
refil*,  t 786. r 

Robert  Burt,  1786.  obt.  1788. 

Hon.  H.  Grimjlone , 1788.  Pie- 
fent  recEtor. 


. * ftoff.  p.  744.  He  Ires  buried 
in  the  chancel  of  this  church. 

**  He  lies  buried  in  Gillingham 
chancel. 


*'•'•6.  non.  p.  40c 
* Ibid , 404. 

1 He  lies  buried  in 
m See  Hoo,  St.  Wi 
a MSS.  Twyfden. 


o Alfo  prebendary  of  Rochefter, 
and  lies  buried  in  that  cathedral. 

P He  lies  buried  in  Rochefter  cath. 
q Alfo  rc&or  of  St.  Mary’s,  by  dif- 
penfation,  in  1753. 

r Son  of  the  former,  alfo  reflor  of 
St.  Mary’s,  by  difpenfation,  in  1763. 
Prefented  in  June,  1786,  to  the  vicar- 
age of  Dedham,  in  Eftex. 

ST.  MARY’s, 
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ST.  MARY’s,  HOO. 

NORTH  EASTWARD  from  Halftow,  lies  St. 
Mary’s,  diftinguifhed  from  others  of  the  fame  name 
in  this  county,  by  the  addition  of  at  Hoo , and  near 
Rochefter,  both  which  are  frequently  uled  in  deeds 
relating  to  it. 

There  are  two  parifhes  mentioned  in  the  Textus 
RofFenfis,  by  the  names  of  Or  dm  ares  rirce  de  Hou , and 
Deremannes  circe  de  Hou , which  certainly  mean  this 
parilh,  and  that  of  Alhallows  adjoining.  I fhould 
imagine  the  former  was  the  name  belonging  to  this 
parilh  of  St.  Mary. 

The  church  of  St.  Mary’s,  with  the  village  ad- 
joining to  it,  is  fituated  about  half  a mile  from  the 
marines,  which  extend  as  much  farther  towards  the 
riVer  Thames,  which  is  its  northern  boundary.  It 
lies  much  lower  and  more  level  than  the  adjoining 
parilh  of  Halftow  j the  foil  of  it  is  in  general  more 
fertile,  and  not  fo  much  fubjecft  to  gravel,  though 
about  Combe,  which  is  fituated  midway  between  St. 
Mary’s  church  and  the  marlhes,  the  land  is  poor,  and 
much  covered  with  furze  and  heath.  It  is  in  other 
particulars  of  much  the  fame  defcription  as  the  other 
parilhes  in  this  hundred.  . 

The  manor  of  St.  Mary’s  Hoo,  which  is  held  of 
the  paramount  manor  of  Hoo,  was,  together  with 
the  manlion,  called  St.  Mary’s-hall,  antiently  parr  of 
the  pofleflions  of  the  family  of  Bardolf ; and  on  the 
divifion  of  the  eftates  of  Robert  Bardolf  among  his 
five  nieces  and  coheirs,  this  manor  fell  to  the  fhare 
of  Hugh  Poinz,  in  right  of  Maud  his  wife,  who  was 
one  of  them.5  His  defeendant,  Sir  Nicholas  de  Poinz, 
fold  it  to  William  de  Halden,  who  died  poflefled  of 
it  in  the  50th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  in  whofe  fa- 
mily it  remained  till  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV. 

% . 

5 See  Hoo,  St.  Warburgh. 

when 
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when  William  de  Halton,  as  the  name  was  then  {pelt, 
in  the  8th  year  of  that  reign,  alienated  this  manor  to 
William  Lemyng,  citizen  and  grocer  of  London.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  this  manor  by  Sir  John  Brooke,  lord 
Cobham,  who  in  the  7th  year  of  king  Henry  VII. 
conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Sir  Robert  Read,  afterwards 
made  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  who  died 
about  the  10th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,'  and 
on  the  partition  of  his  lands  among  his  four  daugh- 
ters and  coheirs,  this  manor  was  allotted,  among 
other  premites,  to  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  his 
daughter  Mary,  then  deceafed,  by  her  hufband,  Sir 
William  Barentyne  ; and  on  a further  partition  of 
her  fhare  among  them,  Margaret,  one  of  her  daugh- 
ters, became  entitled  to  this  manor,  which  (he  car- 
ried in  marriage  to  Sir  John  Harcourt,  ot  Elnall,  in 
Staffordfbire.u  They,  in  the  30th  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
exchanged  the  manor  of  St.  Mary’s  with  John  Wile- 
man,  gent,  for  the  priory  of  Ronton,  in  Stafford  (hire, 
who  died  poffefled  of  it  in  1558,  leaving  three  fons;w 
of  whom,  Ralph,  the  fecond  fon,  fucceeded  to  the 
manor  of  St.  Mary’s  Hoo,  and  was  knighted  in  1 603. 
He  was  of  Rivenhall,  in  Eflex,  where  he  died  in 
1608.  The  family  of  Wifeman  bore  for  their  arms. 
Sable,  a chevron , between  three  cronels  of  tilting  /pears, 
argent.  This  branch  of  Rivenhall,  bore  the  chevron 
ermine.  His  defeendant,  Sir  William  Wifeman,  of 
Riven-hall,  was  created  a baronet  in  1660.  He  ali- 
enated this  manor,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  II.  to  captain  John  Daniel;  his  arms 
were.  Argent,  a pale  fujilly  fable ; whole  foie  daughter 
and  heir  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Thomas  Faunce, 
gent,  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Rochefter;  whofe  fon,  Tho. 
Faunce,  efq.  was  of  Sutton -at-i  lone,  and  fucceeded 

' See  Chiddingftone,  vol.  iii.  p.219. 

“ Collins’s  Peerage,  lafr  edit.  vol.  vi.  p.  66.  Philipott,  p.  234 

w Gnillim,  pt.  ii.  p,  1 91,  19S . Kimber’s  Bar.  voi.  i.  p.  327.  See 
Morant’s  Eflex,  voi.  ii.  p.  146,  479. 

C 3 


his 


22  HOO  HUNDRED. 

his  father  in  this  manor,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Ar - 
gent>  three  Hons  rampant  fable , ribboned  argent  In 
1735,  he  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Edmund  Barrell, 
A.  M.  prebendary  of  Roc.hefler,  by  whom  he  had 
two  fons,  Edmund,  vicar  of  Sutton-at-Hone  ; and 
Thomas,  town  major  of  Quebec  ; and  three  daugh- 
ters, Anne,  married  to  John  Talker,  efq.  of  Franks; 
Mary,  to  Alured  Pincke,  elq.  of  Sharfted  ; and  Jane 
to  William  Hey,  efq.  chief  juftice  of  Canada,  and  a 
commiffioner  of  cuftoms.  The  Rev.  Edm.  1 aunce, 
the  eldeft  fon,  married  Anne,  lifter  of  James  Chap- 
man, efq.  of  Paul’s  Cray  hill,  by  whom  he  had  a 
daughter  Anne,  married  to  Mr.  Stephen  Lee,  of 
Doddington;  and  one  fon,  Mr.  Edmund  Faunce, 
who  is  now  entitled  to  the  inheritance  of  this  eftate. 
Among  the  Harleian  manufcripts,  in  the  Britifh  mu- 
feutn,  No.  590-1,  is  part  of  a roll,  containing  a fur- 
vey  of  the  marfh  of  Kent,  with  pictures  of  feveral  of 
the  manor  houfes,  and  among  them  this  of  St.  Mary’s, 
then  belonging  to  the  lord  Cobham. 

New  land’s  is  a reputed  manor  in  this  parifh, 
which  was  as  high  as  any  evidence  can  be  traced,  the 
inheritance  of  the  family  of  Somer,  fince  vulgarly  cal- 
led Somers, x who  bore  for  their  arms,  Vert , a fefs  dan- 
cette  ermine . 

Richard  le  Somer  made  his  will,  as  appears  by  the 
records  of  the  church  of  Rochefter,  in  the  year  1347, 
and  died  pofieffed  of  this  manor  and  other  lands  in 
Halftow,  Higham,  Leigh,  and  elfewhere  in  this  coun- 
ty, from  whom  it  defcended  to  John  Somer,  w'ho  w'as 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
and  from  him  again  to  Jeffry  Somer,  who  left  two 
fons,  William,  who  poffeffed  the  manor  of  New  land’s, 
and  Thomas,  whofe  defendants  were  of  Halftow. 
William  was  knighted,  and  thrice  employed  by  queen 
Elizabeth,  as  public  ambaffador  to  foreign  ftates. 

Vilitation  of  the  County  of  Kent,  1619.  Philipot,  p.  234. 
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His  fon,  [ohn  Somer,  clerk,  was  of  St.  Margaret  s, 
Rocbcfter,  and  left  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  ot 
whom  Maria,  the  eldeft,  married  firft  Thomas  Pem- 
fton,  and  afterwards  Sir  Alexander  Temple,  the  latter 
of  whom,  upon  the  partition  of  their  eftates,  became 
entitled  to  this  manor,  whole  heir,  about  the  time  of 
the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  conveyed  it  by  fale  to 
the  trealurers  of  the  cheft  for  lick  and  maimed  lea- 
men,  at  Chatham,  in  whom  the  pofleffion  of  this  ma- 
nor and  elfate  now  remains. 

There  is  no  court  belonging  to  this  manor,  which 
is  held  of  the  manor  of  St.  Mary’s. 

Coombe  is  a manor  here,  which  loon  after  the  con- 
queft  was  in  the  polfeffion  of  Wlfward  de  Hou,  iur- 
named  Henry,  who  became  a monk  ot  the  priory  of 
St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  and  afterwards  gave  to 
that  priory  the  half  of  his  tithes  in  this  parith,  and 
the  third  part  of  his  fubftance  after  his  death,  to 
which  his  wife  and  his  fon  Robert,  and  his  brothers 
Hereward,  Siward,  and  Edward,  freely  contented/ 

How  this  manor  palled  afterwards  I have  not  found 
tiil  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  when  Sir  Tho.  Wyatt, 
of  Allington  caftle,  was  owner  of  it ; and  he,  in  the 
34th  year  of  it,  conveyed  it,  among  other  premifes,  to 
that  king;  and  it  feems  to  have  remained  in  the 
crown  till  queen  Elizabeth  granted  it  to  Sir  Thomas 
Walfingham. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  George  II. 
about  the  year  1732,  this  manor  of  Combe,  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  truftees,  of  the  rc&or  of  St.  George’s 
church,  Bloomfbury,  London,  with  part  of  a him  of 
money  allotted  at  the  firft  ereftion- of  it,  in  173 1,  to- 
wards the  lupport  of  the  rcCtor,  which  money  was  di- 
rected to  belaid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  lands  and  te- 
nements, in  fee  limple,  as  a perpetual  fund  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  redtor,  and  his  fucceffors. 

y Text.  Rolf.  p.  162.  Aug;n.  Off.  Box  C.  39.  and  D.  2 7. 
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Edward  Vernon,  D.  D.  was  the  firft  recftor  of  this 
church,  and  as  fuch  poffeffed  and  refided  frequently 
at  this  manor;  he  died  in  1761.  His  fucceffoi,  as 
redtor  ot  Bloomfbury,  was  Charles  d airant,  D.D.  af- 
terwards dean  of  Peterborough,  who  finding  it  a very 
unprofitable  eftate,  by  reafon  of  the  gieat  annual  c** 
pence  of  the  tea  walls  belonging  to  it,  obtained  an  adt 
in  1765,  to  enable  him  to  fell  it.  In  purfuance  of 
which  it  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  David  Lefley, 
efq,  and  Mr.  John  Proby  ; the  former  of  whom  loon 
afterwards  died,  leaving  his  two  nieces,  Frances  and 
Sarah  Meekes,  his  coheirs,  who  about  the  year  1773, 
joined  with  the  heirs  at  law  of  Mr.  John  Proby,  then 
deceafed,  in  the  conveyance  of  this  manor,  to  Owen 
and  William  Meredith,  of  Rochefter ; the  latter  of 
whom,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  in  1780,  poffeffed 
the  whole  of  this  eftate,  which  he  fold  in  1786,  to  the 
Rev.  Richard  Hancorn  Duppa,  of  Hollingborne ; 
whofe  devifee,  Richard  Duppa  Duppa,  efq.  of  that 
place,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  portion  of  tithes  above  mentioned,  fince 
called  Coombe  portion,  given  to  the  priory  of  St. 
Andrew,  Rochefter,  by  Wlfward,  furnamed  Henry, 
remained  part  of  the  poffeflions  of  that  priory,  at 
its  diffolution  in  the  32d  year  of  king  Plenry  VIII. 
when  the  fame  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands, 
who  the  next  year  fettled  this  portion  of  tithes, 
among  other  premifes,  by  his  dotation  charter,  on  his 
new-founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  where 
the  inheritance  of  it  now  remains. 

On  the  diffolution  of  the  deans  and  chapters,  after 
the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  this  portion  of  tithes  was, 
in  1649,  furveved,  when  it  was  returned,  that  the  por- 
tion of  tithes,  called  Combe,  alias  Coome,  and  alfo 
ufually  called  St.  Mary’s,  ariling  from  lands,  fome- 
time  before  belonging  to  the  crown  of  England,  cal- 
led Combe,  with  the  tithe  of  ten  fields  and  clofes  ly- 
ing in  St.  Mary’s,  Hoo,  containing,  by  eftimation, 
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one  hundred  and  eighty  four  acres,  the  improved  rent 
of  which  was  iol.  14s.  per  annum,  was  let  by  the  late 
dean  and  chapter,  anno  16  Charles  I lor  twenty-one 
years,  at  the  yearly  rer.t  of  fourteen  thillings  per  an- 
num. The  lellees  of  it,  under  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter, have  been  for  l'ome  time  the  owners  of  Combe 
manor  as  above  mentioned,  the  prelent  lefTee  being 
Richard  Duppa  Duppa,  elq. 

CHARITIES. 

Henry  White,  formerly  of  Chalk  (who  lies  buried  under  an 
altar  tomb  in  this  church  yard)  by  his  will,  in  1622,  deviled  2I. 
per  annum  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli,  not  receiving  alms,  payable 
on  St.  Andrew’s  day  ; and  he  gave  yearly  fums  to  the  poor  of 
Chalk,  Cowling,  and  Stoke, 

The  parifh  of  St.  Marv’s,  Hoo,  has  the  right  of  nomination  to 
one  place  in  the  New  College  of  Cobbam,  for  one  poor  perfon, 
inhabitant  of  this  parifli,  to  be  chofen  and  prefented  fo,  and  by 
fuch,  as  the  ordinances  of  the  college  have  power  to  prefent  and 
elect  for  this  parifli ; and  if  the  parifli  of  Higham  fliouid  make 
default  in  electing,  then  the  benefit  of  fuch  ele&ion  devolves  to 
this  parifli. 

St.  Mary’s  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter. 
The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a finall 
building  of  one  ifle  and  a chancel. 

In  this  church,  in  the  nave,  an  infeription  for  Thomas  Lukyn, 
obt.  1412,  and  Joane  his  wife.  In  the  church  yard  is  a tomb,  partly 
funk  in  the  ground,  for  Henry  White,  a benefactor  to  this 
parifli,  and  others  in  this  neighbourhood. 

This  church  was  formerly  efteemed  but  as  a cha- 
pel to  the  church  of  St.  Warburgh,  Hoo,  as  appears 
by  the  inftrument  of  bifhop  Laurence,  in  1274,  re- 
cited more  fully  before,  being  penfionary  to  that 
church,  beyond  memory,  as  to  its  mother  church,  in 
the  payment  of  half  a marc  yearly.  This  penfion 
continued  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  priory  there  till 
the  dilfolution  of  it  in  the  32d  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was  iurrendered  into  that  king’s  hands,  who 
the  next  year  fettled  it,  by  his  dotation  charter,  on 
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his  new  eredted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochcfter,  part 
of  whofe  revenues  it  now  remains.  Notwithftanding 
the  above  decree  of  bifhop  Laurence,  the  patronage 
of  this  church  feems  to  have  pafied  in  the  fame  chain 
of  ownerfhip  that  the  lordfhip  of  Hoo  did,  and  on  a 
difpute  concerning  the  right  of  prefenting  to  this  rec- 
tory, on  a vacancy  in  1501,  Sir  William  de  la  Pole, 
in  right  of  his  wife  Catherine,  formerly  wife  of  Sir 
Henry  lord  Grey,  who  had  in  his  life  time  prefented 
to  it,  brought  his  claim  before  the  bi (hop’s  official, 
to  efbiblifh  his  right  to  it,  and  it  was  decreed  to  him 
by  the  definitive  lentence  of  the  official;  after  which 
this  patronage  continued  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  manor  of  Hoo  till  Sir  Edward  Hales, 
bart.  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  alienated  it;  and 
after  fome  intermediate  owners  it  was  conveyed  to 
Chapman,  whofe  heirs  fold  it  to  Richard  Fletcher, 
A.  M.  redtor  of  this  church,  whofe  fon,  the  Rev. 
Richard  Fletcher,  fold  it,  in  1786,  to  the  Rev.  Ro- 
bert Burt ; whofe  widow,  Mrs.  Sarah  Burt,  is  now 
entitled  to  it. 

In  the  year  1476,  a fuit  was  commenced  before  the 
bifhop’s  official,  againft  Richard  Fletcher,  rector  of 
St.  Mary’s,  by  the  redtor  of  the  adjoining  parifli  of 
Halftow,  for  the  recovery  and  eftablifliment  of  cer- 
tain tithes,  as  redtor  of  the  parifli  of  Halftow,  which 
claim  was  then  eftablifhed  to  him,  by  the  definitive 
fentence  of  the  official,  as  has  been  already  recited 
fully  under  that  parifli. 

This  redtory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books,  at  1 61. 
J2S.  id.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  ll.  13s.  2fd. 

On  the  dilftolution  of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  a furvey  was  taken  in  1650, 
of  the  feveral  ecclefiaftical  livings  in  this  diocefe,  by 
which  it  appeared,  that  here  was  a parfonage  prefen- 
tative,  worth  83I.  13s.  per  annum,  Sir  Edw.  Hales, 
pat  ion ; and  Mr.  Tracy,  who  had  been  iequeftered 
from  Bredherfte,  incumbent. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  ‘whom  hrefented. 

lords  of  Hoo  manor 


&r  Edward  Hakh  kart 


s Reg.^Roff.  p.  415. 
a lbid.*p.  406. 
b Ibid.  p.  404. 

c In  his  room,  Sir  William  de  la 
Poole  prefented  the  vicar  of  St.  Mar- 
garet’s, Rochefter,  but  what  his  name 
tvas  I do  not  find. 

4 MSS.  Twyfden. 
e Pari.  Surveys,  Lamb.  lib.  Walk. 


ST.  MARY's. 

RECTORS. 

Henry  Patriotic,  in  1381/ 

John  Raff , in  1465/ 

Richard  Fletcher , in  1 476. b 
Ral/ih  Samjbvry , obt.  Sept.  20, 

1 50 1. 9 

Tho.  Ward,  A.  M.  about  1630.4 
Richard  Tracy,  in  1640,  obt. 

i679-C 

Samuel  Colyer,  1679,  ob.  Feb.  3, 

I7I9*  , r 

Robert  Hodges,  1719,  ob.  I 731/ 
Richard  Fletcher , A.M.  1 75  3>  °h* 

1 763.® 

Richard  Fletcher,  A.  M.  refigned 
1-786.“ 

Robert  Burt,  1786,  ob.  1788. 
George  Chandler , 1 788.  Prefent 
reftor. 

Suff.  of  the  Clergy,  pt.  ii.  p.  379.  See 
a'fo  Bredhurftand  Murlton. 
f Alfo  vicar  of  Alhallows. 
g Alfo  reAor  of  Halftow,  by  dtf- 
penfatipn,  iu  7753,  and  patron  of  both 
churches. 

h Likcwife  rc&or  of  Halflow  by 
difpenfation,  in  1763.  patron  of  both 
churches,  and  fon  <jf  the  former. 


ALHALLOWS. 

EASTWARD  from  St.  Mary’s  lies  the  parifli  of 
Allhallows,  fo  called  from  the  church  of  it  being  de- 
dicated to  All  Saints,  vulgarly  called  Alhallows. 

The  parish  of  Alhallows  lies  both  low  and  un- 
healthy, having  the  marfhes  both  on  the  north  and 
call  fides  of  it,  the  boundary  of  the  former  being  the 
river  Thames,  and  of  the  latter  the  water,  called  the 
North  Inlet,  which  feparates  it  from  the  ifle  of  Grain; 

the  foil  of  it  is  the  fame  as  St.  Mary’s,  laft  deferibed, 

but 
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but  lying  lower  is  more  fertile  land.  The  village, 
with  the  church  in  it,  (lands  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  the  marfhes,  at  the  north-eaft  point  of  the  up- 
land, having  no  thoroughfare  through  it,  excepting 
towards  the  marfhes,  and  is  altogether  a mod  unfre- 
quented and  dreary  fituation. 

The  paramount  manor  of  Hoo  claims  over  this 
parifli,  fubordinate  to  which  is  the  manor  of  Wind- 
hill,  which  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  I.  was  part 
of  the  poflfcflions  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Read- 
ing,1 with  whom  it  remained  till  its  di  Ablution,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  furrendered 
into  the  king’s  hands  ;k  who,  in  his  3 2d  year,  granted 
it  in  exchange,  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allington, 
to  hold  in  capite , by  the  fervice  of  the  tenth  part  of  one 
knight’s  fee;  but  he,  in  the  34th  year  of  that  reign, 
conveyed  it  back  again  to  the  king.1 

The  manor  of  Windhill  remained  in  the  crown  till 
king  James  I.  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  granted 
it  to  the  city  of  London,  whence  it  was  foon  afterwards 
conveyed  by  fale,  by  the  truftees  of  that  corporation, 
to  Sir  William  Garway  of  London,  who  died  pofiefled 
of  it  in  1625,  and  left  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Anderfon,  feventeen  children;  of  whom 
Henry,  the  fecond,  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  and 
was  afterwards  knighted,  and  lord  mayor  in  1640; 
one  of  his  defendants  alienated  it,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.  to  Richard  Head,  of  Rochefter,  from 
whom  it  defended  down  to  Sir  Francis  Head,  bart. 
of  the  Hermitage,  in  Higham,  who  died  pofiefled  of 
it  in  1768.  Since  which  it  has  defended  down  in 
like  manner  as  that  feat  and  his  other  eftate-s  in  this 
neighbourhood,  to  his  heirs,  viz.  one  fourth  of  it  to 
the  daughter  of  Francis  Roper  Head,  elq.  another 
fourth  to  James  Roper  Head,  efq.  and  the  remaining 

Book  of  Knights  Fees,  anno  7 king  Edward  I. 

' Ll'olfd  in  the  Augmentation  office,  July  20,  following. 

1 huipott,  p.  46.  Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  ii.  p.  113. 
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raoiety  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Campbell  Lill,  who  are  now 
entitled  to  the  fee  of  it.  There  is  a court  baron  held 
for  this  manor. 

Alhallows  house,  is  an  eftate  here,  the  houfe 
of  which  is  fituated  adjoining  to  the  church  yard,  and 
was  formerly  a feat  of  good  account,  being  anciently 
called  Alhallows  place , and  the  Place  houfe.  It  was 
once  the  eftate  of  the  eminent  family  of  Pirnpe,  of 
Pimpe’s-court,  inEaft  Farleigh;  one  of  whom,  Sir  Phi- 
lip de  Pirnpe,  was  one  of  thole  proprietors  ofeftates, 
within  this  hundred,, who  in  the  nth  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  were  aflefted  to  furnifh  out  twelve  men 
at  arms,  and  fix  hobelers,  for  the  defence  of  the  fea-  , 
coaft  at  Yenlade  in  Hoo  ; of  which  number  Sir  Wil- 
liam de  Pirnpe  was  to  find  two  men  at  arms.  His  de- 
fendant, Thomas  Pirnpe,  fenior,  died  in  the  14th  year 
of  king  Edward  IV.  and  was  buried  in  Alhallows 
church.  He  left,  as  now  appears  by  his  will,  in  the 
reffifter’s  office  in  this  diocefe,  two  ions,  William  and 
John,  and  three  daughters  ; one  of  whom,  Margery, 
was  priorefs  of  Mailing.  Soon  after  which  this  eftate 
palled  by  purchafe  to  the  family  of  Copinger,mof  whom 
Sir  William,  fon  of  Sir  Walter  Copinger,  of  Buxall,  in 
Suffolk,  was  lord  mayor  in  1 5 1 2,  in  which  year  he 
died.  They  bore  for  their  arms.  Or,  three  hendlets 
gules,  fur  mounted  of  a fefs  azure , charged  with  three 
plates.  Plis  defendant,  Ralph  Copinger,  efq.  left  two 
daughters  his  coheirs  ; of  whom  the  eldeft,  Elizabeth, 
married  Sir  Harbottle  Grimfton,  eldeft  fon  of  Edward 
Grimfton,  of  Bradfield,  in  Efiex,  who  in  her  right  be- 
came pofieffed  of  this  eftate,  and  was  afterwards  crea- 
ted a baronet.  His  fecond,  but  eldeft  furviving  fon. 
Sir  Harbottle  Grimfton,  bart.  fucceeded  him  in  this 
eftate,  and  after  the  deatEof  king  Charles  I.  was  ftre- 
nuous  in  his  endeavours  to  promote  the  Reftoration  ; 
of  which,  as  well  as  of  his  merits,  king  Charles  II.  at 

Philipott,  p.  46,  47.  Strype’s  Stovv’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  128. 
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his  return,  had  a juft  fenfe.  He  was  a man  of much 
note,  having  been  defied  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons  at  the  time  of  the  ReRoration,  and  was  after- 
wards made  privy  counfellor,  and  mafter  of  the  Rolls. 
He  died  in  1683,  and  was  fucceeded  in  title  and 
e Rates  by  Sir  Samuel  Grimftone,  bart.  his  only  Survi- 
ving fon,  by  his  firft  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir 
George  Cooke,  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  he  alien- 
ated this  eRate  foon  after  his  coming  to  the  pofTeflion 
of  it;  which,  at  length,  after  fome  intermediate  owners, 
was  fold  in  1713,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Falham,  of  Deal, 
from  whom  it  defcended  to  his  grand  children,  Samuel 
and  Edward  Roby,  of  Deal,  and  Mr.  Bethel  Dawes, 
their  brother  inlaw;  Mr.  Edward  Roby  died  in  177 5, 
Mr.  Dawes  in  1776,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Roby  in  1777. 
Mr.  Dawes  deviled  his  intereR  in  this  cRate  to  Mr. 
Charles  Feme  Sawkins  for  life,  remainder  to  Mr.  Sam. 
and  Edward  Roby  aforefaid ; the  latter  of  whom  dying 
before  the  teRator,  the  fee  of  the  reverfion  of  Mr. 
Dawes’s  third  part,  after  Mr.  Sawkins’s  death,  is  be- 
come veRed,  one  part  in  the  teRators  heirs  at  law,  and 
the  other  in  the  children  of  Mr.  Samuel  Roby,  who 
died  in  1777  ; the  other  two  thirds  of  this  eRate  now 
belong  to  the  children  of  Mr.  Samuel  and  Mr.  Edvv. 
Roby,  of  Deal,  brothers,  both  deceafed,  aforefaid. 

There  is  mention  in  the  court  rolls  of  Hoo  manor, 
of  the  manor  of  Newhall  in  this  pariRi. 

CHARITIES. 

The  church  wardens  of  Alhaliows  pay  a fee  farm  to  the 
crown,  for  a tenement  near  the  Stocks  in  Hoo. 

Alhallows  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction  of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  RocheRer. 
The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  commonly 
called  Alhallows. 

In  the  church  are  the  following  monuments  and  infcriptions : 
In  the  chancel,  a brafs  for  Stephen  Cheraton,  vicar,  obt.  1518. 

“ See  hits  Life,  in  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  iv.  p.  4424. 
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l„  tlx  north  chancel , one  for  Wm.  fon  of  Henry  Copinger,  obt. 

1 594,  leaving  Martha  his  wife,  great  with  his  only  child,  William 
Pofthumous.  His  monument  was  fixed  againft  the  north  wall, 
but  the  chancel  becoming  ruinous,  and  the  communication  to  it 
from  the  church  being  flopped  up,  the  monument  was  deftroyed, 
but  the  plate,  with  the  inlcription,  was  put  up  again  within  the 
church,  as  near  as  could  be,  in  a like  pofition,  againft  the  wall ; 
on  the  monument  was  a fliield,  with  three  bendlets  furmounted, 
of  a fefs  charged  with  three  rundles,  within  a bordure.  On  the 
fouth  wall,  a monument,  almoft  defaced,  the  arms  of  Copinger, 
with  twelve  quarterings,  for  Tho.  Copinger,  of  Buxall,  eldeft  fon 
of  Henry  Copinger,  efq.  and  Agnes,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Germin,  put  up  by  William  Copinger,  efq.  his  fon  and  heir,  by 
Francis,  the  only  offspring  of  William  Brooke  lord  Cobham,  by 
Dorothy,  daughter  of  Geo.  Neville,  lord  Abergavenny,  in  1587. 

This  church  was  antiently  efteemed  but  as  a chapel 
to  the  church  of  St.  Warburgh  of  Hoo,  as  has  been 
before  fully  recited. 

Laurence,  billiop  of  Rochefter,  in  1252,  appropri- 
ated the  church  of  St.  Warburgh  of  Hoo,  with  this 
chapel  of  All  Saints,  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Ro* 
chefter,  to  the  ufe  of  their  almonry,  they  being  the  real 
patrons  ol  it,  provided  that  this  church  was  lerved  by 
a proper  vicar,  t-o  be  prefented  to  him  and  his  fuc- 
ceffors,  by  them  and  their  fucceflbrs,  who  fhould  in  no 
wife  negletft  the  cure  of  fouls  in  it.° 

The  vicarage  of  this  church  had  no  endowment  for 
many  years  afterwards  ; but  in  1327,  a difpute  having 
arifen  between  the  prior  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  to- 
whom  it  was  appropriated,  and  Sir  William  de  Ox- 
ford, concerning  certain  profits  and  incumbrances  be- 
longing to  it,  they  mutually  fubmitted  the  merits  of 
it  to  Hamo,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  their  diocelan,  who 
decreed,  that  all  the  tithes  of  fheaves,  as  well  of  lands 
dug  with  the  toot  as  thofe  cultivated  by  the  plough, 
as  alfo  of  wool  and  hay,  whencefoever  ariling  in  the 
parifh  of  this  church,  fhould  in  future  belong  to  the  re- 
ligious, to  whom  the  church  was  appropriated  and 
that  they  fhould  receive  the  tithes,  as  above  men- 

R?g.  Roff.  p.  421,  442.  EA.  Thef.  p.385. 
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tioned,  for  their  portion,  and  that  the  burthen  of  pr CM 
curation  to  the  archdeacon  of  Rochefter,  as  well  as  the 
providing  ornaments,  veftments,.and  books,  which  did 
not  belong  to  the  parifbioners  to  provide,  and  the 
amending  them,  fo  that  it  did  not  exceed  the  fum  ot 
two  Ihiliings  in  any  one  year,  and  the  building  and  re- 
pairing the  chancel  of  the  church,  Ihould  belong  to  the 
religious,  who  fhould  in  future  undergo  the  faid  bur- 
thens; and  he  decreed,  that  the  tithes  of  lambs,  calves, 
pigs,  geefe,  pidgeons,  mills,  fifheries,  rufhes,  herbage, 
cheefe,  milk,  flax,  hemp,  and  ali  other  {mail  tithes, 
oblations,  and  obventions  to  this  church,  in  any  way- 
belonging,  or  arifing,  and  not  above  affigned  to  the 
religious,  and  the  burthen  of  repairing  and  maintain- 
ing the  buildings  and  manfion  of  the  vicarage  wholly, 
and  of  the  books,  veflments,  and  ornaments  aforefaid, 
the  repairing  and  maintaining  of  which  books,  vefl> 
ments,  and  ornaments,  fo  that  it  did  not  exceed  two 
{hillings  in  any  one  year,  belonged  to  the  religious 
to  provide  ; and  alfo  the  burthen  of  providing  bread 
and  wine,  of procefiional  tapers,  and  other  lights  be- 
longing to  the  church,  and  the  reft  of  the  neceflaries 
for  divine  worfhip,  which  did  not  belong  to  the  pa- 
rifhioners  to  provide,  and  were  not  above  fpecifically 
noted,  fhould  in  future  belong  to  the  vicar  and  his  fuc- 
ceflors,  and  that  Sir  William,  vicar  as  aforefaid,  and 
his  fucceflors  in  this  church,  fhould  in  future  take  the 
laid  tithes,  oblations,  and  obventions,  with  which  being 
content,  he  and  they  fhould  undergo  and  acknowledge 
the  before  mentioned  burthens;  but  all  other  burthens, 
as  well  ordinary  as  extraordinary,  not  fpecified  above, 
if  any  fhould  happen,  he  decreed,  fhould  belong  to  the 
religious,  &c. 

In  the  3 iff  year  of  king  Edward  I.  Henry  de  Grey 
and  Hugh  Poinz  claimed  the  prefentation  to  the  vicar- 
age of  this  church,  then  vacant,  againfl  the  prior  of 
Rochefler,  but  in  confideration  of  the  prior’s  giving 
them  one  hundred  ihiliings,  they  releafed  all  the  right 

and 
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and  title  they  had  in  it,  to  him  and  his  fucceffors  for 
ever;  and  on  an  aftize  then  had,  the  jurors  found, 
that  the  advowfon  was  the  prior’s  right,  and  that  he 
and  his  convent  had  poftefled  it  to  their  own  proper 
ufe  for  forty  years  and  upwards.  On  the  diflolution 
of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  this  church  and  advowfon 
were,  together  with  the  reft  of  the  pofleftions  of  it, 
furrendered  in  the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  into 
the  king’s  hands,  who  the  next  year  fettled  them  by 
his  dotation  charter  on  his  new  erected  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Rochefter,  where  they  now  remain. 

The  vicarage  of  this  church  is  a difcharged  living 
in  the  king’s  books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value 
of  30I.  the  yearly  tenths  being  i'6s.  9§d. 

In  the  furvey,  of  the  ecclefiaftical  livings  in  this  dio- 
cefe,  taken  in  1650,  it  was  returned,  that  here  was  a 
parfonage,  parcel  of  the  pofteftions  of  the  late  dean 
and  chapter  ; that  the  fcite  of  the  houfe,  yards,  barns, 
&c.  contained  eleven  acres,  and  were  then  let  at  eight 
pounds  yearly,  improved  rent.  The  whole  was  let  by 
Walter  Balcanqual,  dean,  and  the  chapter  of  Rochefter, 
anno  10  Charles  I.  for  twenty-one  years,  to  Francis 
Butler,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  iol.  13s.  qd.  but  was 
worth,  over  and  above  that  rent,  67I.  6s.  8d.  the  lef- 
fee  being  bound  to  maintain  the  chancel  in  good  re- 
pair. That  the  tenants  of  it  then  were,  John  and  Chrif- 
topher  Why  ting,  and  George  Elcock,  of  Croydon  ; 
that  the  vicarage  was  worth  thirty-eight  pounds  per 
annum,  the  incumbent  being  Mr.  Hugh  Whyting.p 

CHURCH  OF  ALHALLOWS . 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  firefented. 

Prior  and  convtnt  of  Rochefter 


P Pari.  Surveys,  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xiv.  1 He  lies  burled  in  the  chancel  of 
and  vol.  xix.  q Reg.  Roff.  p.  4x3.  this  church- 
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Sir  William  de  Oxford , in  1 327.1 
Stephen  Cheriton , obt.  Sept.  19, 
15 18/ 
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patrons,  &V. 

'Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochejlcr.... 


s Parliam.  Surveys, 
t Alfo  reftor  of  St.  Mary’s,  Hoo. 


VICARS. 

Matthevj  Morirce,  about  1630. 
Hugh  Why  ting,  in  1650.* 

Wood , 1720. 

Robert  Hodges , ob.  1 7 5 1 
Thomas  Aujlen , A.  M.  prefcnted 
1751,  obt.  Oct.  1790. 
Richard  Bathurjt,  A.  M.  1790, 
refig.  1796.11 

Douthwaite,  1796.  Pre- 

fent  vicar. 

n And  a minor  canon  of  Rochefter 
cathedral. 


STOKE. 

THE  laft  pari  Hi  undefcribed  in  this  hundred,  lies  the 
next  fouthward  from  that  of  Alhallows.  A fmall  part 
of  it  is  within  the  hundred  ofShamel.  This  place,  as 
appears  by  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  was  called  Atidfcohe- 
Jham  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons.  In  Domefday  it  is 
called  EJloches  and  Stoches  ; and  in  later  deeds  by  its 
prefent  name  of  Stoke. 

Eadberht,  king  of  Kent,  gave  part  of  his  land  for 
the  good  of  his  foul,  and  the  remifiion  of  his  fins,  to 
the  bifhopric  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  and  Ealdulf, 
bifhop  of  it,  in  the  diftridt  called  Hohg,  at  a place  there 
called  Andicohefham,  containing,  by  eftimation,  ten 
ploughlands,  together  with  all  things  belonging  to  it, 
in  fields,  woods,  meadows,  fifheries,  falrpans,  &c.  ac- 
cording to  the  known  and  eftablifhed  bounds  of  it ; 
which  gift  was  confirmed  by  archbifhop  Nothelm  and 
king  ALthelberht,  in  the  metropolitical  city,  in  738. 
This  eftate  was  afterwards  wrefted  from  the  church  of 
Rochefter  during  the  troublefome  times  of  the  Danifh 
wars,  and  was  afterwards  purchafed  by  earl  Godwin  of 
two  men,  who  held  it  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  and 
fold  it  without  the  bifhop’s  knowledge.  The  earl  was 
fucceeded  in  it  by  his  eldeft  ion,  earl  Harold,  afterwards 

king 
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king  of  England,  after  whofe  death,  William  the  Con- 
queror attaining  the  crown,  feifed  on  all  the  late  king’s 
eftates,  and  gave  this  manor,  together  with  other  land 
at  Stoke,  among  other  premifes,  to  Odo,  bifhop  of 
Baieux,  his  half  brother.  But  Lanfranc,  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  recovered  the  manor  of  Stoke  from 
him,  in  the  folemn  alfembly  held  at  Pinenden-heath, 
in  1076,  and  afterwards  reftored  it,  with  its  church,  to 
Gundulph,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  and  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew/  which  gift  was  confirmed  by  archbifhop  An- 
felm,  and  by  fcveral  of  his  fucceffors,  archbifhops  of 
Canterbury, 

The  manor  of  Stoke  is  thus  defcribed  in  the  general 
furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about  four  years  after- 
wards, under  the  general  title  of  the  bifhop  ofRochef- 
ter’s  lands. 

In  How  hundred.  The  fame  bi/loop  (of  Rochefier) 
holds  EJloches.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con - 
fefj'or , it  was  taxed  at  five  filings,  and  now  at  three . 
The  arable  land  is  five  carucates . In  demefne  there  are 
two  carucates , and  10  villeins , with  five  borderers,  hav- 
ing 4 carucates . There  is  a church,  and  4 fervants,  and 
4 acres  of  meadow.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward,  and 
afterwards , and  now  it  was,  and  is  worth  eight  pounds 
and  20  pence,  and  yet  he  who  holds  it  pays  13  pounds 
and  20  pence. 

This  manor  zvas,  and  is  belonging  to  the  bijhopric  of 
Rochefier  ; but  earl  Godwin , in  the  time  of  king  Edward, 
bought  it  of  two  men,  zvho  held  it  of  the  bifhop,  and  this 
fale  zvas  made  zvithout  his  knozv ledge. 

But  after  that,  William  being  king,  Lanfranc  the  arch - 
bifhop  recovered  it  againfi  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and  from 
thence  the  church  of  Rochefier  is  now  f eifed  of  it. 

Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  having  divided  the 
revenues  of  his  church  between  himfelf  and  his  con- 
vent, allotted  this  manor  to  the  fhare  of  the  monks,  ad 

v Text.  Roff.  p.  142.  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  27,  38,  46,  442. 
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viftum,  that  is,  to  the  ufe  of  their  refectory  ; _and  Lj'c 
fame  was  confirmed  to  them,  by  feveral  of  the  Jucceed- 
ing  kings,  archbifhops,  and  bifhops  of  Rochefter. 

On  bifhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill’s  coming  to  the  fee  ot 
Rochefter  in  1185*  he  found  it  much  impoveihlieJ, 
by  the  gifts  of  feveral  of  the  bed  eftates  belonging  to 
it  made  by  bifhop  Gundulph,  to  the  monks  of  his 
priory.  This  occafioned  a difpute  between  them,  the 
bifhop  claiming  this  manor,  among  others,  as  having 
belonged  to  the  maintenance  of  his  table.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which,  though  he  wrefted  the  church  of 
Stoke  from  them,  yet  they  continued  in  pofieflion  of 
this  manor,  with  its  appendages,  till  the  diflfolution  of 
the  priory  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  bifhop  of 
Rochefter  claimed  certain  liberties,  by  the  grant  of 
king  Henry  I.  in  all  his  lands  and  fees,  and  others  by 
antient  cuftom,  in  the  lands  of  his  priory  in  Stoke, 
and  other  lands  belonging  to  his  church  ■/  which  were 
allowed  by  the  jury,  as  they  were  again  in  the  21ft 
year  of  that  reign,  upon  a Quo  warranto  ; and  again 
in  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  and  they  were  con- 
firmed by  letters  of  infpeximus , granted  by  king  Ed- 
ward III.  in  his  30th  year.  In  the  21ft  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  on  another  Quo  warranto , the  prior  of  Ro- 
chefter claimed  that  he  and  his  predecelfors  had,  in 
the  manors  of  Stoke,  &c.  view  of  frank-pledge , from 
beyond  memory,  which  was  allowed  by  the  jury.  He 
alfo  claimed  free-warren,  by  grant  from  Henry  I.  but 
the  jury  found  that  neither  he  nor  his  predecefTors  had 
ufed  it,  therefore  it  was  determined,  that  they  fhould 
remain  without  that  liberty,  but  king  Edward  I.  by 
his  charter,  in  his  23d  year,  granted  that  liberty  to  the 
prior  and  convent  in  all  their  demefne  lands  of  this 

Reg.  Rolf.  p.  2 and  3.  Dugd.  M011.  vol.  iii.  p.  1. 

Dngd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  29.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  37. 

See  a particular  account  of  thefe  liberties  under  Frindlbury. 
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manor,  among  others ; fo  that  no  one  fliould  enter  cn 
them,  either  to  hunt,  or  to  take  any  thing  which  be- 
longed to  warren,  without  their  licence,  on  the  for- 
feiture of  ten  pounds.  In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward I.  the  manor  of  Stoke  was  valued  at  nine  pounds. 

On  the  diflolution  of  the  priory  of  Rochtfter  in  the 
32b  year  of  king  Henry  V 1 1 1.  this  manor  was  furren- 
dered,  with  the  other  poffeilions  of  it,  into  the  king’s 
hands,  who  prefently  after,  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  it, 
on  his  new-founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter, 

• with  whom  the  inheritance  of  it  continues  at  this  time. 

There  is  a court-leet  and  court- baron  held  for  this 
manor. 

In  1720,  Jacob  Sawbridge,  one  of  the  South-Sea 
directors,  purchafed  the  leafe  of  the  manor-farm  of 
Stoke,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty-eight  pounds, 
clear  of  all  taxes,  the  rack  rent  of  which,  was  ninety 
pounds  per  annum.  The  prefent  leflee  is  the  Right 
Hon.  John,  earl  of  Darnley. 

Tuders,  formerly  fpelt  ‘Tenders,  is  a manor  in  this 
parifh,  which  antiently  was  held  of  the  bilhop  of  Ro- 
chdter,  as  of  his  manor  of  Stoke. 

In  the  1 2th  year  of  king  John,  this  eftate  was  held 
by  Hugo  de  Stokes,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  of  the  bi- 
fhop  ol  Rochefter,  by  knight’s  fervice.2  His  defen- 
dant, Theodore  de  Stokes,  afterwards  poffefled  it/  and 
ingrafted  his  name  on  it ; for  from  that  time  this  manor 
was  called  'Theodores , and  for  fhortnefs,  7 udors ; and 
Philipott  fays,  he  had  feen  an  antient  roll  of  Kentifh 
arms,  wherein  Tudor  ot  Stoke  bore  the  fame  coat  ar- 
mour with  Owen  Theodore,  vulgarly  called  7 uder, 
being  Azure , a chevron  between  four  helmets  argent. 

After  this  name  was  extinbt  here,  this  manor  came 
into  that  of  Woodward ; one  of  whom,  Edward 
Woodward, pofiefied  it  at  the  latter  end  of  PJenry  VIII’s 
reign.  His  defendant,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
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of  queen  Elizabeth,  conveyed  it  to  John  Wilkins 
gent,  of  Stoke  parfonage,  who  died  in  the  1 9th  year 
of  that  reign,  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  kinfman 
and  heir,  George  Wilkins,  gent,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth, one  of  the  daughters  of  Mr.  John  Copinger,  of 
Alhallows,  by  whom  he  left  no  iflue.  He  lies  buried 
in  this  church.  His  arms  were.  Gules , on  a chevron 
argent>  a demi  lion  between  tzvo  martlets  fable , between 
three  w elk  Jhells  or ; one  of  whofe  defendants,  about 
the  beginning  of  king  Charles  I’s  reign,  alienated  it 
to  Bright,  and  Edward  Bright,  clerk,  died  poflefled 
of  it  in  the  year  1670,  on  which  this  eftate,  by  vir- 
tue of  a mortgage  term,  pafled  into  the  poflTcflion  of 
William  Norcliffe,  efq.  of  the  Temple,  London,  whofe 
widow  poflefled  it  after  his  deceafe,  and  fince  her  death 
it  is  become  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry 
Southwell,  of  Wifbeach,  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  who  is  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

Hugo  de  Stokes,  owner  of  this  manor  in  the  reign 
of  king  Stephen,  gave  the  tithes  of  it  to  the  monks  &of 
v)t.  Anchew  s,  in  Rocheftcr,  to  whom  it  was  confirmed 
by  archbifhop  Theobald,  and  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Canterbury,”  and  by  feveral  bifhops  of  Rochefter.c 

At  the  diflblution  of  the  priory,  in  the  3 2d  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  this  portion  of  tithes,  together  with 
the  reft  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  monaftery,  was  furren- 
dered  into  the  king's  hands,  who  fettled  it  next  year 
on  his  new-e reded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefte/ 
where  it  now  remains. 

This  portion  of  tithes,  called  Tudor's  portion  was 
lurveyed  foon  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I in 
>649,  when  it  was  returned,  that  the  fame  arofe  out 
of  the  tenement  of  Tudors,  and  feveral  other  tene- 
ments, called  Bartons,  in  the  parifli  of  Stoke,  with  fix 
fields,  containing  by  eftimation,  fifty-three  acres ; the 

b Reg.  Roff.p.  87.  ? Ibid'.p.  47,58,87,  ,37,528. 
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improved  value  of  which  premifes  was  five  pounds  per 
annum,  all  which  were  let  by  the  late  dean  and  chapter, 
anno  3 king  Charles  I.  to  Sarah  Wilkins,  at  6s.  and  3d. 
per  annum. 

The  prefcnt  lefiee  is  Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa,  of 
Hollingborne,  in  this  county. 

Malmaynes  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  now  com* 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  Maamans  Hall , which 
was  given,  as  well  as  that  of  Stoke,  by  the  Conqueror,  at 
his  accefiion  to  the  crown,  to  his  half  brother,  Odo, 
as  has  been  already  mentioned  ; and  when  archbifhop 
Lanfranc  recovered  the  latter  from  the  bifhop,  at  the 
noted  aflembly  of  the  county  at  Pinenden,  as  having 
before  belonged  to  the  church  of  Rochefter,  this  ma- 
nor was  then  likewife  in  his  pofieffion.  Accordingly 
it  is  thus  entered  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  under  the 
general  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands  : 

The  fame  Anfgotus  (de  Rochefer)  holds  of  the  bifhop 
(of  Baieux ) Stoches.  It  was  taxed  at  two  fulings.  The 
arable  land  is  two  carucates , and  there  are  in  demefne  . . . 
with  feven  borderers.  There  is  one  fifhery  of  two  foil- 
lings.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward , and  afterwards , it 
zvas  worth  one  hundred  / hillings , now  one  hundred  and  ten 
Jhillings.  Anfchil  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux  in  1083, 
this,  among  the  reft  of  his  eflates,  was  confiicated  to 
the  crown.  After  which  it  became  part  of  the  pofief- 
fions  of  the  family  of  Malmaines,  a branch  of  which  re- 
fided  here,  and  fixed  their  name  on  it.  John  de  Mal- 
maines, fon  of  Henry,  died  poffefi’ed  of  it  in  the  10th 
year  of  king  Edward  II.  In  the  2Cth  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  the  heirs  of  Thomas  de  Malmayns,  of 
Hoo,  paid  aid  for  three  quarters  of  a knight’s  fee, 
which  John  Malmayns  before  held  here  of  the  king. 

Richard  Filiot  leems  foon  afterwards  to  have  been 
in  pofieffion  of  this  manor,  which  pafied  from  him  into 
the  family  of  Carew,  and  Nicholas  Carew,  of  Beding- 
ton,  in  Surry,  died  pofiefled  of  it  in  the  14th  year  of 
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king  Richard  II.  His  fon,  Nicholas  de  Careu,  ar- 
miger,  de  Bedington,  as  he  wrote  himfelf/  in  the  9th 
year  of  king  Henry  V.  conveyed  this  manor  by  Tale  to 
Iden ; from  which  name  it  pafied,  in  the  latter  end  of 
king  Henry  VIII’s  reign,  to  John  Parker,  whofe  arms 
were.  Sable , on  a fefs  ingrailed  argent , between  three 
hinds  tripping , or,  three  torteauxes , each  charged  with  a 
pheon  of  the  fecond , which  coat  is  now  quartered  by 
lord  Teynham.6  His  foie  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth, 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  John  Roper,  efq.  of  Linfted, 
who  was  firffc  knighted,  and  afterwards  created  baron  of 
Teynham,  in  this  county.  His  fon,  Chriftopher,  lord 
Teynham,  died  in  1622,  and  by  his  will  deviled  this 
manor  to  his  fecond  fon,  William  Roper,  efq.  who  alie- 
nated it,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  to  Jones,  in 
whofe  defendants  it  continued  till  the  reign  of  king 
George  I.  when  it  palled  by  fale  from  them  to  Baldwin 
Duppa,  efq.  who  died  in  1737,  and  his  fon,  Baldwin 
Duppa,  efq.  of  Hollingbotne-hill,  poffefied  it  at  his 
death  in  1764,  lince  which  it  has  continued  in  the  fame 
family  the  prefent  owner,  being  Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa, 
efq.  of  that  place. 

Sir  John  Malmeyns,  of  this  parilh,  in  1303,  made 
his  petition  to  Robert,  abbot,  and  the  convent  of  Box- 
ley,  appropriators  of  this  church  ; that  as  he  was,  on 
account  of  his  houfe  being  fituated  at  fuch  a diftance 
from  the  parifli  church,  often  prevented  from  attend- 
ing divine  fervice  there,  he  might  be  .enabled  to  build 
an  oratory,  for  himfelf  and  his  family,  on  his  owneftate, 
and  might  have  a prieft  to  celebrate  divine  fervices  in 
it.  To  which  the  abbot  and  convent  alfented,  pro- 
vided, as  far  as  might  be,  no  prejudice  might  by  it  ac- 
' crue  to  the  mother  church,  themfelves,  or  the"  vicars 
of  it,  which  licence  was  confirmed  by  Thomas,  bilhop 
of  Rochelter,  that  year. 

d See  Collins’s  Baronetage,  vol.  v.  p.  1 59,  160. 

\ llitation  of  county  of  Kent,  1619,  with  Additions. 
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Ralph  Malesm^eins,  about  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  I.  became  a monk  of  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew, 
in  Rochefter,  and  on  that  account  granted  to  the  monks 
ther t his  tithes  of  Stoches and  after  his  death  Robert 
Malefmaeins,  his  fon,  confirmed  it,  as  did  Theobald, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Ralph,  prior  and  the  con- 
vent of  Canterbury,  and  feveral  of  the  lucceeding  bi- 
fhops  of  Rochefter. 

At  the  difiolution  cf  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  in  the 
3 2d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  this  portion  of  tithes 
was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  granted  it 
the  nextyear,  by  his  dotation  charter,  to  his  new-eredted 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  where  the  inheritance 
of  it  now  remains. 

The  prefent  leftee,  under  the  dean  and  chapter,  is 
Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa,  efq.  of  Hollingborne-hill. 

Reginald  de  Cobham,  fon  of  Johnde  Cobharn,  pof- 
fefled  lands  in  this  parifh,  and  in  the  14th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  procured  free-warren  in  all  his  demefne 
lands  in  Stoke. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  3 2d  year,  granted  to 
George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  a marfh,  called  Cole- 
man’s, alias  Bridge -marih,  lying  in  Oyfterland,  alias 
Eaftland,  in  Stoke  ; and  other  premifes,  parcel  of  the 
priory  of  Chrift-church,  to  hold  in  capile,  by  knights 
fervice. 

CHARITIES. 

Richard  White,  of  Chalk,  gave  by  will  in  1722, an  annual 
Aim  of  money  to  the  poor  of  this  paiifli  not  receiving  alm«, 
veiled  in  Mr.  John  Prebble,  and  of  the  yearly  product  of  ten 
fhillings. 

Stoke  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  ot  Rochefter.  The 
church,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter. 

In  the  chancel  are  thefe  braffes  : one  for  John  Wilkins,  gen- 
tleman, born  in  this  parifh,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
Coppinger,  efq.  of  Alhallows,  obt.  fjt.  1575,  arms,  Wilkins 
impaling  Coppinger,  and  other  coats,  one  for  William  Cardiff, 

B.  D. 
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B.  D.  vicar,  obt.  1415  ; another  for  Frances  Grhneftone,  daugh- 
ter of  Ralph  Coppinger,  efq.  and  wife  of  Henry  Grimeflone, 
efq.  obt.  1608. 

J his  church  was  antiently  an  appendage  to  the  ma- 
nor of  Stoke. 

King  Henry  I.  gave  his  tithe  of  Stoke  to  the  church 
of  St.  Andrew,  and  Gundulph,  biihop  of  Rochefter, 
and  when  lie  allotted  the  manor  of  Stoke  to  the  (hare 
or  the  monks  of  his  convent,  the  church  palled  as  an 
appendage  to  it,  and  it  continued  with  them,  till  bifliop 
Gilbert de  Glanvill  took  this  church,  among  other  pre- 
mi  fes,  from  them,  and  annexed  it  again  to  his  fee, 
where  it  remained  till  Richard,  biihop  of  Rochefter, 
with  the  confent  of  his  chapter,  granted  the  appropria- 
tion of  it  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Boxley  for  ever  j 
laving  the  portions  of  tithes,  which  the  prior  and  con- 
vent ufed  to  take,  from  the  demefnes  of  Sir  Henry 
Malmeyns,  and  thole  arifing  from  the  free  tene- 
ment of  Theodore  de  Stokes,  and  the  portion  of  four 
facks  of  wheat  due  to  the  almoner  of  Rochefter,  and 
of  four  facks  of  wheat  due  to  the  lefTees  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, which  they  ufed  to  take  by  the  hands  of  the 
rector  of  the  church,  and  which  for  the  future  they 
fhould  receive  by  the  hands  of  the  abbot  and  convent, 
laving  alfo  all  epifcopal  right,  and  a competent  vicarage 
to  be  alfelTed  by  him,  which  inftrument  was  dated  in 
1 244.  Soon  after  which,  the  biihop  endowed  this  vi- 
carage as  follows  : 

kirlt,  he  decreed,  that  the  perpetual  vicar  of  it 
fhould  have  all  the  altarage,  with  all  fmall  tithes,  ex- 
cepting hay,  which  fhould  remain  to  the  parlon  j and 
that  he  fhould  have  the  chapel,  and  the  cemetery  of 
it,  and  the  croft  adjoining,  and  one  mark  of  filver 
yearly,  at  the  hand  of  the  parfon  of  Stoke,  and  that 
the  vicar  fhould  fullain  all  burthens  due  and  accuftomed, 
and  contribute  a third  part  to  the  repair  and  amend- 
ment of  the  chancel,  books,  veftments,  and  other  or- 
naments. 

Richard, 
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Richard,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1280,  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  made  en- 
quiry in  what  manner  the  monks  ufed  antiently  to  retain 
their  tithes  in  their  manors,  and  in  what  manner  they 
ufed  to  impart  them  to  the  parifh  churches  of  the  lame, 
when  it  was  certified,  that  in  the  manor  of  Stoke,  the 
parifh  church  took  the  whole  tithes  of  fheaves  only, 
but  of  ocher  fmall  tithes,  as  well  as  of  mills  and  hay,  it 
did  not,  nor  ufed  to  take  any  thing  ; and  he  decreed, 
that  the  parifh  church  of  Stoke  fhould  be  content  with 
the  tenths  of  the  fheaves  of  all  kind  of  corn  only.  All 
which  was  confirmed  to  them  by  John,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  by  his  let  of  infpeximus , in  the  year  1281. 

In  1315  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Boxley,  as  ap- 
propriators  of  the  church  of  Stoke,  claimed  an  exemp- 
tion of  tithes  for  a mill  newly  eredted  by  them  in  the 
parifh  of  Halftow,  for  the  herbage  of  their  marfh  of 
Horfemerfhe,  and  for  the  rufhes  increafing,  and  the 
lambs  feeding  in  it,  before  Walter,  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  his  commifiaries,  then  vifiting  this  dio- 
cefe,  as  metropolitan,  which  claim  was  allowed  by  the 
decree  of  the  archbifhop,  &c.  that  year. 

On  the  diffolution  of  the  abbey  of  Boxley,  in  the 
29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  the  church  and  vica- 
rage of  Stoke,  together  with  the  reft  of  the  poftefiions 
of  that  monaftery,  were  furrendered  into  the  king's 
hands. 

Soon  after  which,  this  redlory,  with  the  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage,  was  granted  by  the  king  to  William 
Goodwyn,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice,  and  he, 
in  the  36th  year  of  that  reign,  alienated  it  with  the 
king’s  licence,  to  John  Parke,  whofe  only  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  carried  thefe  premifes  in  marriage  to  John 
Roper,  efq.  of  Linfted,  afterwards  created  lord  Teyn- 
ham ; who  in  the  9th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  alie- 
nated them  to  John  Wilkins,  gent/  who  levied  a fine 

1 Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  9,  20,  22. 
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of  them  in  Eafter  term,  anno  17  of  that  reign,  and  died 
poffeffed  of  them  in  the  19th  year  of  it.  He  was  luc- 
ceeded  in  this  parfonage  and  advowfon  by  hiskinfman 
and  heir,  George  Wilkins,  one  of  whole  defendants, 
in  the  beginning  of  king  Charles  I’s  reign,  alienated 
them  to  Bright,  from  which  name  they  were  fold  to 
Baldwin  Duppa,  efq.  fince  which  they  have  palled  in 
like  manner  as  Malmains-hall,  before  delcribed,  to 
Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa,  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor  of 
the  parfonage  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  Stoke. 
The  re&ory  of  Stoke  pays  a fee  farm  to  the  church  of 
ten  fhillings  and  eight-pence  per  annum. 

The  vicarage  of  Stoke  is  a difcharged  living  in  the 
king’s  books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of 
thirty  pounds,  the  yearly  tenths  being  17s.  2d. 

In  1650,  this  vicarage,  on  the  furvey  then  taken  of 
it,  was  valued  at  forty  pounds,5  Mr.  Thomas  Miller, 
then  incumbent. 

Nicholas  de  Carreu,  fenior,  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Malmeynes,  in  this  parifh,  with  the  licence  of  king 
Edward  III.  which  was  afterwards  further  renewed  and 
confirmed  by  king  Richard  II.  in  the  12th  year  of 
that  reign,  anno  1388,  founded  a chantry  for  two 
priefbs  in  this  church  of  Stoke  ; and  he  then,  by  his 
deed,  endowed  it  with  one  mefiliage  and  one  acre  of 
land,  in  this  parifh,  for  their  habitation  and  their  main- 
tenance, an  annual  rent  of  twenty-four  marcs  out  of 
his  manor,  called  Malemeynefemanere,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  William,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  who  with 
the  confent  of  his  convent,  made  rules  and  orders  for 
their  prefentation  and  admiffion,  from  time  to  time, 
and  for  the  good  order  and  celebration  of  divine  rites 
m it,  to  which  inftrument  the  bilhop,  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  Nicholas  de  Carreu,  and  John 
Mauler,  and  John  Bufet,  chantry  priefts,  feverally  let 
their  feals.  J 


p Far!.  Surveys,  Lambeth-libr.  vol.  xix 


CHURCH 


<!  V 1 S ■?.  ,>  fk^ 

? M . 

A A ^ 

^•Ni-- 

r.*>  ■?  - v | vv;  rv  t i\£-!- 

4 v * J J j'  \ 

? \v  \ kT*  5')  >,* 

J ^ r-T  • ^ it  « < 5-V. 


r>  v* 

C vv  v^  , V ry 


1v;i\  * >•  c"  ^ ^ 

" v V * -o 


V ^ i 
■ v v> 


vr 


^ s:  < 

^4  -J^- 


\V  \J  N vV 

3 S >jsV  • ; * n, 


> Ni  V 

£ $ 


tli> 


STOKE* 


45 


CHURCH  GF  STOKE. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  -Hon;  pre/ented. 


■*  Recr-  RofT.  p.  623. 
i He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

^ Reg.  Rolf.  p.  q.26. 

1 MSS.  Twyfden. 
n>  I’ari.  Surveys.  Lamb.  lib.  v.  xix. 
« Alfo  viLar  of  St.  James  in  the 
Me  of  Grcan, 


VICARS. 

Adam  de  Haleie , firft  vicar, 
1244.“ 

William  Cardiff,  S.  T„  B.  obt. 

Oft.  16,  1415.' 

Sir  Richard  Waljhe,  in  1 cjoi .k 
John  Spencer,  in  163c.1 
Thomas  Miller , in  1649. m 
Edward  Turner , B.  A.  1710.” 
Richard  Han  corn,  A.  M.  r eficr. 
i765.“ 

Thomas  Higgins,  1765,  obt. 

1 778. 

William  Parry,  D.D.  1778.  Pre- 
fen t vicar.p 

0 Who  afterwards  took  the  name 
of  Duppa. 

P Lecturer  of  St.  Giles’s,  Cripple- 
Sa,e>  and  minifter  of  Charlotte  chape i, 
Bloomibury. 
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ROCHESTER. 

EASTWARD  from  Stroud,  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  river  Medway,  lies  the  city  of  Rochestep- 
ntuated  on  an  angle  of  land  formed  by  that  river,  which 
conirng  from  the  fouth  runs  northward  until  it  has 
xi  C • 1 -n-?^  a^ter  11  directs  its  courfe  clue  eaft 

h«'Zd  ^cljJh  City  ”*  antiCm]y  Ca,fed  the 
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Rochester  was  a place  of  fome  note  in  the  time  of 
the  Romans,  owing  to  its  fituation  at  the  accuRomed 
pafs  over  the  river  Medway.  It  was  probably  called 
by  the  Britons  Durobriva , from  the  Britifh  word  Dour 
Water,  and  the  termination  Briva , which  is  added  to 
the  old  names  of  many  places,  and  might  fignify  among 
the  antient  Britons  and  Gauls,  a bridge,  or  paflage  over 
a river  ; fince  it  is  no  where  ufed,  but  in  the  names  of 
places  fituatedlike  this  at  rivers. r 

Antoninus,  in  his  Itinerary,  calls  it  by  the  name  of 
Durobrivis , though  it  is  corruptly  fpelt  various  ways  in 
the  different  copies  of  it.  In  the  Peutingerian  military 
tables,  in  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  it  is  writ- 
ten Roibis  ■,  from  which  contracted,  and  the  addition 
of  the  word  ceafier  (derived  from  the  Latin,  cajirum , 
ufed  by  our  Saxon  anceftors  to  fignify  a city,  town  or 
caflle)  they  called  it  Hroiieceajier,  and  by  a further  con- 
traction, Rochefter,5  and  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
all  places  ending  in  chejler , fafhioned  in  the  Saxon 
times,  have  arifen  from  the  ruins  of  the  old  Roman 
cajira , not  that  the  former  were  always  placed  in  the 
very  fame  fcite,  though  they  were  never  very  remote 
from  it.1  Hence  the  antient  Rations  about  the  noted 
Roman  wall,  the  ruins  of  many  of  which  are  Rill  vi- 
Rble,  are  called  chefters  by  the  country  people.  It  was 
accounted  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  one  of  their  Ri- 
pendiary  cities,  of  which  fort  they  had  twelve  in  this 
ifland.u 

MoR  of  our  antiquaries  agree  in  allowing  it  to  be 
the  fiation  mentioned  by  Antoninus  in  his  Itinerary,  un- 
der the  name  of  Durobrivis , fituated  twenty-feven 
miles  from  London.  The  remains  of  the  antient  Ro- 
man road,  or  Watling-Rreet  way,  leading  from  Lon- 
don hither,  is  very  vifible  from  Shinglewdl,  by  Cob- 
ham-park  pales,  towards  RocheRer,  till  it  comes  to  the 
north  gate  of  the  park,  where  it  runs  into  the  thick 

r Camd.  Brit.  p.  357.  s Burt.  Anton,  p.  178. 

* Burt.  Anton,  p.  4:,  43.  u Richard  of  Cirencerter,  p.  23  j 
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coppice,  and  is  loft;  after  which  there  are  no  remains 
of  it,  till  you  come  to  the  top  of  Chatham-hill,  in  the 
high  road  to  Canterbury  and  Richborough. 

&Rochefter  has  never  been  very  extenfive,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  larger  now  than  at  any  time  heretofore.  In 
the  time  of  Venerable  Bede,  it  was  rather  efteemed  as 
a caftlc,  than  as  a city,  and  accordingly  he  ftiles  it  the 
caftle  of  the  Kentifh  men.  Great  part  of  the  walls  of 
this  city  ftill  remain,  and  probably  on  their  original  foun- 
dation, and  there  is  great  reafon  to  think,  from  the 
Roman  bricks  obfervable  in  different  parts  of  them, 
that  it  was  firft  fortified  in  the  time  01  tne  Romans. 
The  walls  were  built  nearly  according  to  the  four  car- 
dinal points,  and  from  eaft  to  weft  about  half  a mile 
diftant,  but  from  north  to  fouth  not  a quarter  of  a mile, 
fo  that  being  originally  of  fo  fmall  a compats,  this  place 
might  well°  be  deferibed  in  antient  grants  rather  as  a 

caftle,  than  a city.w  . 

The  wall  is  ftill  entire  in  fome  places,  efpecialiy  on 
the  eaft  and  fouth  fides,  the  north-eaft  angle  ftill  retain- 
ing its  antient  form,  height,  and  embrafures.  It  is  in 
general  about  four  feet  in  thicknefs,  and  on  the  eaft  hue 
where  it  is  entire,  the  height  is  about  thirty  feet.  . 

In  the  year  1225,  the  great  ditch  about  the  city  o 
reported  to  have  been  begun,  and  in  1284,  Salomande 
Roffa  had  the  king’s  licence  to  build  about,  and  on  the 
walls  of  Rochefter,  and  to  hold  the  buildings  in  fee. 

The  city  has  no  gates  at  prefent,  but  the  names  of 
feveral  are  on  record,  viz.  Broadgate,*  afterwards  caked 
Eaftgate,  which  ftood  in  the  high  ftreet,  near  adjoining 
to  the  prefent  free  fchool,  part  of  the  portal  being  ftill 
viftble  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ftreet  *,  moft  pait  of  it 
remained  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  Le- 
land  wrote,  who  calls  it  a marvellous  ftrong  gate,  and 
adds,  no  more  gates  appeared  here  than  were  commonly 
ufed.  South  gate  was  near  Bully-hill,  in  the  road  to 


* Hift.  Rocheft.  iamo.  1772-  x I ext-  P*  ^3* 
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St.  Margaret’s,  the  arch  of  which  was  taken  down  in 
1 770.  There  was  another  gate,  as  appear^  by  the  Re- 
gijlrum  Roffenfe , called  Cheldegate,  which  feems  to 
have  been  in  the  north  wall  of  the  city  leading  to  the 
marfhes,  that  part  of  the  wall  being  called  from  it 
Cheldegate-wall,  and  the  lane  in  which  it  flood  oppo- 
fite  the  college  gate  Cheldegate-lane/  In  the  Textus 
lloffenjis  there  is  likewife  mention  made  of  a gate  be- 
yond the  bridge. 

We  have  no  further  mention  of  Rochester, 
though  it  was  undoubtedly  a Roman  flation,  as  well  as 
a ftipendiary  city,  till  after  the  rife  of  the  Saxon  hep- 
tarchy, when  it  became  more  diftinguifhed ; for  king 
Ethelbert,  having  embraced  the  Chriftian  faith  in  the 
year  597,  built  the  church  of  St.  Andrew  here,  and 
made  it  a bifhop’s  fee ; by  which  he  raifed  this  city 
from  obfeurity,  and  gave  it  a diftinguifhed  place  in 
ecclefiaftical  and  civil  hiftory. 

Rochefter,  from  its  fituation  at  the  mofl  accuflomed 
pafTage  over  the  river  Medway,  has  been  fubjedt  to 
more  misfortunes  than  perhaps  any  other  city  what* 
foever.  In  676,  Ethelred,  king  of  Mercia,  having  in- 
vaded Kent,  deftroyed  this  city,  and  returned  with 
great  plunder  to  his  own  kingdom.2 

During  the  Danifh  wars  in  England,  Rochefter  fre- 
quently buffered  from  the  inhumanity  of  thofe  barba- 
rians, this  city  being  often  befieged  and  plundered  by 
them,  the  enemy  in  general  committing  unheard-of 
cruelties  before  they  returned  to  their  fliips.  Terrified 
and  worn  down  by  its  misfortunes,  this  city  at  length 
made  no  further  oppofition  againft  them,  but  fubmit- 
ted  with  the  reft  of  the  nation  to  the  yoke  of  thefe  in- 
vaders in  which  ftate  it  continued,  without  any  par- 
ticular circumftances  happening  to  it,  till  the  Norman 
conqueft  in  1066,  when  it  fubmitted  to  the  conqueror, 

« % 

y Reg-  Roff.  p.  53$,  537,  538,  and  340. 

* Bede,  lib.  iv.  ehap.  12.  Hunt,  lib.  ii.  p.  318. 
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on  the  fame  terms  that  the  reft  of  the  county  did. 
This  place  fuffered  feveral  times  dreadfully  by  fire  in 
the  reigns  of  king  Henry  I.  and  II.  From  which  mif- 
fortunes  it  recovered  but  fiowly,  and  the  inteftine  com- 
motions of  the  kingdom  happening  foon  afterwards. 
Rochefter  fuffered  again  considerably  ; but  Henry  III. 
getting  poffefllon  of  it,  and  knowing  what  advantage 
the  prefervation  of  it  would  be,  refolved  to  augment' 
its  ftrength,  for  which  purpofe  he  repaired  and  reltored 
the  walls  to  their  former  condition,  and  began  a large 
ditch  round  the  city. 

As  Rochefter  lies  in  the  direft,  and  moft  frequented 
pafiage  from  the  continent  to  London,  it  would  be  end- 
lefs  to  recount  the  numbers  of  royal  and  illuftrious  per- 
fons,  who  have  continually  vifited  this  city,  in  their 
way  through  it.  Our  public  hiftories  are  filled  with 
inftances  of  this  fort. 

However,  it  may  be  worth  noticing,  that  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  her  return  from  a progrefs  the  had  made 
round  the  coafts  of  Sulfex  and  Kent,  in  1573,  took 
up  her  abode  in  this  city  for  five  days  } on  the  laft  of 
which  (lie  honoured  Mr.  Watts  with  her  company,  at 
his  houfe  on  Bully-hill.  The  day  after  her  arrival,  {he 
was  prefent  at  divine  lervice,  and  heard  a fermon  in  the 
cathedral.* 

King  James  I.  together  with  the  king  of  Denmark, 
was  prefent  at  a fermon  preached  here  in  1606,  by 
Dr.  Parry,  dean  of  Chefter,  the  moft  eloquent  preacher 
of  his  time.b 

King  Charles  II.  on  his  reftoration,  was  received 
here  with  great  demonftrations  of  joy,  and  the  mayor 
and  corporation  prefented  him  with  a filver  bafon  and 
ewer.  After  which  he  refted  that  night  at  the  houfe  of 
colonel  Gibbons  in  this  city. 

King  James  II.  on  his  abdication,  came  to  Rochefter 
on  Dec.  19,  1688,  and  was  received  here  by  Sir  Ri- 


a Hift.  Rochefter,  p.  t6. 
VOL.  IV. 
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chard  Head,  bart.  in  whofe  houfe  he  refided  till  the  23d 
init.  when  he  privately  withdrew,  and  taking  with  him 
only  the  duke  of  Berwick,  and  two  others,  embarked 
on  board  a tender  in  the  river  Medway.0 

Rochester,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
fcfior,  was  in  the  king’s  hands ; William  the  Conque- 
ror, on  his  obtaining  the  crown,  gave  it,  with  the 
caftle,  to  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  his  half-brother. 
Accordingly  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  general  furvey  of 
Domefday  : 

The  city  of  Rochejler,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Confejfor , was  worth  100  [hillings , and  the  like  when  the 
bijhop  ( of  Baieux)  received  it,  now  itis  worth  20  pounds ; 
yet  he  who  held  it  paid  40  po  ,nds. 

On  the  difgrace  of  bifhop  Odo,  in  the  year  1083, 
this  place,  with  the  reft  of  his  pofieftions,  was  confif- 
cated  to  the  crown. 

From  the  Norman  conqueft,  the  cities  and  towns  of 
England  were  veiled,  either  in  the  crown,  or  elfe  in 
the  clergy,  or  in  the  baronage,  or  great  men  of  the 
laity,  of  which  places  they  were  each  of  them  imme- 
diate lords.  Ot  theie,  fome  of  them  were  veiled  in 
the  king,  antiquo  jure  corona , as  part  of  the  original  in- 
heritance of  the  crown,  called  in  Domefday,  antient 
demefne ; others  by  antient  efcheat,  as  for  want  of 
heirs,  or  by  attainder,  forfeiture,  feoffment,  exchange, 
&c.  &c.d 

When  the  king  was  feized  of  any  place  in  demefne, 
he  was  lord  of  the  foil,  i.  e.  of  all  the  land  within  the 
icite  and  precin<5l  of  it,  and  of  all  the  houfes,  fhops, 
and  buildings  erected  on  it,  the  herbage  and  produc- 
tions of  the  earth,  profits  of  fairs  and  markets,  pleas 
and  perquifites  of  courts,  and  other  profits  of  every 
kind  within  it.  And  when  the  king  granted  a city  or 
town  in  fee,  or  perpetual  ferm,  it  was  a certain  proof, 
that  he  was  before  feifed  of  the  whole  of  the  fame,  its 

Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  782.  d Madox’s  Firma  Burgi,  p.  4. 
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foil,  profits,  and  appurtenances.  When  a town  was 
put  to  fee-ferm,  the  tenure  of  it  was  Burgage-,  and 
the  particular  tenements  lying  within  it  were  laid  to  be 
fo  holden.6 

King  Henry  I.  let  this  city  to  ferm  at  pleafure,  to 
the  townfmen,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty  pounds, 
which  was  anfwered  by  the  prapofitus,  or  bailiff  of  it; 
and  he  granted  to  bifnop  Gundulf,  and  the  church  of 
Rochefter,  one  fair  to  be  held  yearly  in  it,  on  the  day 
before,  and  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Paulinus,  with  all  toll 

arifing  from  it,  &c.f  , 

King  Henry  II.  by  his  charter,  in  the  12th  year  of 

his  reign,  granted  to  the  citizens  of  Rochefter;  and 
their  heirs,  the  city  in  fee  (or  perpetual)  ferm,  for 
twenty  pounds  fterling  per  annum,  to  hold  of  him  and 
his  heirs  for  ever  ; together  with  all  pertinencies,  liber- 
ties, and  free  cuftoms  belonging  to  it ; and  that  they 
fhould  have  a guild  merchant,  with  fundry  other  privi- 
leges, liberties,  and  cuftoms  therein  mentioned. 

&King  Richard  I.  directed  his  writ  to  the  bailiff,  and 
whole  hundred  of  Rochefter,  commanding  that  no  one, 
unlefs  his  fervants,  fhould  buy  any  victuals  in  the  city 
before  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew’s  priory  had  bought 
theirs  within  it,  which  privilege  was  confirmed  by  king 
Richard  I.  who  forbid  even  his  own  fervants  to  buy 
before  them-  It  was  made  ufe  of  by  the « monks  of 
this  priory  till  its  diffolution  ; the  like  privilege  was  ex- 
ercifed  by  feveral  of  the  great  monafteries  in  Fiance, 
till  their  late  diffolution,  to  the  great  difguft  and  incon- 
venience of  every  one  elfe. 

Before  the  city  was  granted  to  the  burgeffes  in  fee- 
farm,  they  accounted  for  a certain  payment  called  ma: - 
toltj  which  they  received  from  all  perfons  pafting  through 
the  city  to  embark  for  the  holy  land,  but  Ricnaid  I. 
abolilhed  this  toll.6 

e Madox’s  Firma  Burgi,  p-  14  to  21. 

1 Reg.  Rolf.  p.  527.  s Madox’s  Exch.  p.  229. 
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King  Henry  III.  by  his  letters  patent,  in  the  50th 
year  of  his  reign,  not  only  confirmed  the  charter  of 
king  Henry  II.  but  in  recompence  for  the  faithful 
fervice  of  the  citizens,  and  the  damages  and  Ioffes 
they  had  fufiained  in  their  obedience  to  him  during 
the  time  of  the  troubles  then  in  the  kingdom,  remit- 
ted to  them  a part  of  their  annual  fee  ferm;  and  he 
granted,  that  they  fhoukl  be  exempt  from  toll,  laft- 
age,  ftallage,  and  murage,  throughout  England  and 
the  fea-ports,  and  fhould  have  a free  market  within 
their  city,  and  the  return  of  all  writs  whatfoever. 

This  city  was  afterwards  taken  into  the  king’s 
hands,  where  it  remained  in  the  8 th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward I.  who  then  committed  it  to  John  de  Cobham, 
to  hold  of  him  and  his  heirs  in  ferme,  for  his  life,  at 
the  like  yearly  rent,  that  the  citizens  were  ufed  be- 
fore to  anfwer  for  it  ; which  grant  was  allowed  on  a 
warranto , brought  againft  him  in  the  21ft  year 
of  that  reign. 

King  Edward  III.  by  charter  of  infpeximus , in  his 
4th  year,  confirmed  to  the  citizens  of  Rochefter  king 
Henry  III.’s  charter,  as  did  king  Richard  II.  in  his 
1 ft  year. 

King  Henry  VI.  granted  feveral  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges to  this  city ; and  that  the  bailiff  of  it,  and  the 
citizens,  and  their  heirs,  fhould  have  the  paffage  cal- 
led the  Ferry,  below  the  city  and  the  town  of  Stroud, 
and  from  the  town  of  Stroud  to  the  city,  the  King’s 
bridge  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water  being  broken ; 
and  alfo  the  fpace  of  the  bridge,  together  with  the 
houfe  called  the  Barbican;  and  that  they  fhould  have 
one  fair  in  the  city  yearly,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Dun- 
ftan  the  bifhop,  May  29,  together  with  great  liber- 
ties, &c.h 

h Rot.  Cart,  anno  1 Henry  VI.  No.  44.  Cart  de  annis,  21, 
22,  23,  and  24,  No.  6.  Cart  de  anno,  21  ad  24,  No.  6. 
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john  Lowe,  bifhop,  together  with  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  came  to  an  agreement  with  the 
bailiff  and  citizens  of  Rochefter,  concerning  the 
bounds  and  privileges  of  the  city  and  precindts  of  the 
church,  anno  1440,  27  Henry  VI.  in  which,  among 
other  matters,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  bailiff  and  his 
fucceffors  might  caufe  to  be  carried  before  them,  by 
their  fergeants,  their  mace  or  maces,  and  the  fword 
Jikewife,  if  the  king  fhould  ever  give  them  one,  as 
well  to  and  in  the  pari  lb  church  as  in  the  cathedral  and 
cemetery,  efpecially  on  feftival  days  and  proceftions, 
and  folemn  fermons,  and  at  the  reception  and  inftalla- 
tion  of  the  bifhops,  and  at  all  other  fit  times;  but 
that  they  fhould  make  no  execution  or  arreft,  or  any 
thing  belonging  to  the  fame,  within  the  precindt  of 
the  monaftery  and  palace  of  the  bifhop.  unlefs  the 
fame  fhould  be  fpecially  required  of  the  bifhop  01 
prior. 

King  Edward  IV.  by  his  charter,  in  1460,  in  the 
1 ft  year  of  his  reign,  wherein  he  recited,  that  the  city 
was  fituated  in  a place  moft  defenfible,  and  fit  for  the 
refiftance  of  enemies,  who  might  enter  the  realm  ; 
and  that  confidering  their  loyalty  and  fervices,  as  well 
to  him  as  his  progenitors,  and  if  they  hail  more 
ample  liberties,  their  fervice  and  readinefs  would  be 
enlarged,  confirmed  to  them  their  former  charters, 
and  granted  to  the  citizens  of  Rochefter,  that  inftead 
of  a bailiff,  they  fhould  be  called  the  Mayor  and  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  Rochefter,  and  fo  to  purchafe, 
plead,  and  be  impleaded,  &c.  The  mayor  to  bechofen 
on  the  Monday  next  after  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael 
yearly : That  on  the  fame  day  a coroner  and  two  eon- 
ftables  fhould  be  cnofen : That  the  metes  and  bounds 
of  the  city,  as  well  by  . land  as  by  water,  fhould  be, 
from  the  city  by  land  to  the  hofpital  called  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s, and  from  the  wharf  of  the  fame  to  the 
water  of  Medway  in  circuit,  i.e.  to  Kingsforowe  and 
Sheracre,  and  Lanceiane  unto  Horfted-ftrect  or  farm, 
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and  from  thence  in  circuit  by  the  lane  that  liethbe- 
tween  the  mefluage  of  Gilbert  Striche  and  William 
Horded,  unto  Keneling’s  Crouch,  alias Poule’s  Crofle, 
and  from  thence  in  circuit  to  the  manor  of  Nerti in- 
den,  and  from  thence  to  the  Mill-hill  next  Nefhin- 
den,  and  from  thence  in  circuit  to  the  done,  and 
thence  between  the  King’s  way  leading  to  Woldham 
and  the  manor  of  Ringes,  on  the  eaft  part  of  the  laid 
manor,  and  from  the  faid  done  to  the  water  of  Med- 
way there  ; and  all'o  from  the  city  unto  a crofs  placed 
in  Littleborough,  in  the  town  of  Stroud  ; and  fo  in 
circuit  about  the  faid  borough  unto  the  city,  and  alfo 
by  the  water  of  Medway,  that  is  to  fay,  from  Shire- 
nefs  all  along  up  to  Hawkewood  ; but  in  the  charter 
of  king  Charles  I.  part  of  thele  bounds  is  thus  ex- 
preded — From  Horded  unto  a mark  done  in  the 
highway,  leading  from  Rocheder  to  Maiddone,  for- 
merly called  Kenelingecrouch,  and  from  thence  unto 
Millhill,  nigh  toNafhinden,  and  from  thence  in  cir- 
cuit to  a done  danding  oppofite  the  highway  leading 
to  Woldham,  near  the  farm  called  Ringes,  and  from 
the  faid  done  to  the  water  of  Medway  there:  That 
they  fhould  have  power  to  fearch  all  merchandizes 
to  be  (hipped  there,  and  have  all  forfeitables,  wrecks 
of  the  lea,  and  dlhes  within  the  liberties  and  precin&s 
of  the  fame ; and  diould  have  the  ferrv  over  the  water 

j 

if  the  bridge  fhould  be  broken : And  alfo,  affize  of 
bread  and  ale,  and  of  all  victuals  and  weights  and 
meafures,  and  all  other  things  whatfoever,  belonging 
to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  market : And  be  free 
by  land  and  water  throughout  England,  and  have 
goods  of  felons,  and  outlaws  of  men  relident,  &c.  and 
diould  keep  a court  of  portmote,  from  fifteen  days  to 
dfteen  days,  and  (hould  have  power  to  attach  by 
goods  and  arred  by  body,  or  imprifon : And  fhould 
have  cognizance  of  all  pleas,  real,  perfonal,  and  mixed, 
within  their  limits,  and  return  of  all  writs  and  pre- 
cepts, and  that  the  dieriff  of  the  city  and  his  officers 

fhould 


ROCHESTER.  $5 

fhould  be  exempt  from  doing  any  office:  And  that 
they  (hould  have  all  manner  ol  nnes,  trefpaiies,  ueo- 
dands,  &c.  and  keep  two  law  days  or  leets  on  the 
Bullie,  and  a court  of  pie -powders,  and  have  a fair 
on  St.  Dunftan’s  day  ; and  that  they  lhould  have 
naftura^e  of  cattle  in  the  city  and  Catlle  ditch,  and 
liberty  to  build  upon  Eaftgate  bridge : That  they  fliould 
be  juftices  of  the  peace  within  themfelves,  and  direct 
their  writs  to  their  own  minifters,  and  be  exempt  from 
the  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  county:  That  no  re- 
fident  (hould  be  charged  to  bear  office  out  of  the  city ; 
and  laftly,  that  they  (hould  have  liberty  to  purchafe 
twenty  pounds  per  ann.  to  them  and  their  fucceUbrs. 

' The  prefent  leal  of  this  corporation,  having  St. 
Andrew  on  his  crofs  on  one  fide,  and  the  caftle  oi 
Rochefter  on  the  other;  round  the  former,  Sigillum 
Commune  Civitath  Roffenjisj  and  the  latter,  Sigillum 
Civium  Roffen/is ; appears  to  be  very  antient. 

Thefe  charters  and  privileges  were  confirmed  by 
kino-  Henry  VIII.  and  by  his  feveral  fuccefifors  down 
to  king  Charles  I.  who,  by  his  charter,  in  1630,  ra- 
tified and  confirmed  that  of  king  Edward  IV.  and  all 
other  charters  granted  to  this  city;  and  upon  petition 
of  the  mayor  and  citizens,  that  there  were  fome  doubts, 
touching  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  city,  they  were 
then  further  explained  and  cleared  up.  By  this  laft 
charter  the  pre  lent  corporation  was  made  to  con  fill  ot 
a mayor,  twelve  aldermen,  of  which  number  the  mayor 
was  to  be  one,  twelve  affiftants  or  common  council,  a 
recorder,  and  town  clerk,  two  chamoerlains,  a princi- 
pal fergeant  at  mace,  a water  bailiff,  and  other  inferior 
officers!  The  day  of  election  for  mayor  to  be  on  the 
Monday  next  before  the  feaft  of  St.  Matthew  yearly; 
and  the  day  of  fwearing  him  into  his  office  on  the  Mon- 
day next  after  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael.  The  recorder 
to  be  chofen  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  to  take 
an  oath  of  office.  The  mayor  and  two  aldermen  to 
hold  a court  of  portmore  from  fifteen  days  to  fifteen 

e 4 days ; 
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days;  and  laftly,  the  mayor,  recorder,  eldeft  aldermen, 
and  laft  mayor,  for  the  time  being,  were  to  be  juftices 
of  the  peace  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation.  Anno 
23  George  III.  an  a£t  paffed  for  recovery  of  fmall  debts 
in  Rochefter,  and  adjoining  parifhes  therein  named. 

At  the  synod  held  at  Grately  by  king  Athelftane, 
in  the  year  928,  there  was  a law  made  refpedting  the 
coinage  of  money , that  there  Ihould  be  but  one  uni- 
form fpecies  of  it  throughout  the  whole  realm.  Much 
inconvenience  had,  no  doubt,  been  found  from  lb 
many  different  forts  of  money  as  then  paffed  among 
the  king’s  fubje&s ; for  the  remedy  of  which  he  or- 
dained the  above  wife  law,  which  entirely  abolifhed 
the  privilege  many  had  ufed,  in  coining  money  of  their 
own,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  individuals,  and  the  di- 
minution of  his  own  crown  and  dignity.1  The  profits 
of  thefe  mints,  which  were  confiderable,  they  were  ftill 
permitted  to  enjoy;  but  they  had  neither  the  denomi- 
nation, ftamp,  or  allay,  as  heretofore  peculiar  to  them- 
lelves  ; for  as  Mr.  Selden  obferves,  after  this  time  no 
money  was  coined  without  the  king’s  name  or  effigies. 
The  cities  and  places  of  public  note,  where  there  were 
mints  allowed  to  be  worked  for  the  coinage  of  money, 
are  named  in  the  above  law.  Among  other  places, 
there  were  allowed  at  Rochefter  two  for  the  king  and 
one  for  the  bifhop ; that  is,  where  each  of  them  fhould 
refpe£tively  take  the  profits  arifing  from  the  current 
money  of  the  kingdom  coined  at  them.k 

King  John,  in  his  9th  year,  iffued  his  writ  patent 
for  all  moneyers,  affayers,  and  cujlodes  cuneorumy  and 
among  others  to  thofe  of  Rochefter,  to  appear  at  W eft- 
minfter,  to  receive  his  commands,  and  to  bring  with 
them  all  their  dies  fealed  up  with  their  feals.1 


See  Wilkins’s  Leges  Anglo  Sax.  p.  59,  78,  1 18,  134. 

V llkins’s  Councils,  vol.  i.  p.  206.  Ibid.  Leges  Ang.  Sax. 
P*  59.  I egg  s Aflemblage  of  Archiepifcopal  Coins,  p.  ri  et  feq. 
Madox’s  Exchequer,  p.  198, 

King 
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King  Stephen,  in  the  year  1 149,  foppreffed  mod  of 
the  mints  which  had  been  fet  up  during  the  troubles 
of  his  reign,  particularly  thofe  cf  the  great  barons  of 
the  realm,  as  did  his  fucceflor,  king  Henry  II.  in  1 156; 
and  though  he,  as  well  as  feveral  of  his  fucceflors,  re- 
inftated  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  York,  the 
bilhop  of  Durham,  and  fome  other  ecclefiadics,  in 
this  privilege  of  a mint,  and  others  had  new  grants  for 
the  like  purpofe;  yet  it  does  not  feem  that  the  bifhop 
of  Rochefter  was  ever  redored  to  his;  nay,  it  leems 
probable  he  had  never  made  ufe  of  it  at  all,  no  money 
coined  by  him  having  ever  yet  been  met  with : and 
what  corroborates  this  the  more  is,  that  not  the  lead 
notice  of  this  prelate’s  mint,  or  of  his  right  to  one, 
is  inferted  among  the  numerous  records  and  exempli- 
fications of  his  privileges  in  the  Regidrum  Roffenfe. 

The  state  of  Rocheder,  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  may  be  partly  feen  by  the  return  to  an  or- 
der made  by  that  princefs,  in  her  8th  year,  for  a fur- 
vey  of  the  feveral  places  in  this  county,  where  there 
were  any  boats,  fhipping,  or  the  like  ; by  which,  it 
appears,  there  were  here,  houfes  inhabited,  144  ; fhips 
and  boats,  7 ; one  of  two  tons,  one  of  fix,  one  of  ten, 
two  of  thirty,  and  one  of  feventy  ; a mayor,  aldermen, 
cudomer,  comptroller,  &c.  and  a fearcher  of  the  cuf- 
tom  houfe  ; four  quays — the  Town  quay,  the  Water- 
ing quay,  the  Town  ditch,  and  Strowde  quay,  belong- 
ing to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  j and  that  there  were 
perfons  in  the  place,  occupied  in  merchandize  and 
filhing,  27.m 

The  city  at  prefent  confids  of  one  principal  dreet, 
of  a handfome  breadth  and  confiderable  length,  having 
feveral  bye  lanes  on  each  fide  of  it.  The  bridge  and 
the  river  Medway  bound  it  wedward,  as  the  town  of 
Chatham  does  towards  the  ead. 

m MSS.  Dering.  Hiftpry  of  Rochefter,  p.  231,  259. 

The 
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The  caftle,  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  the  ca- 
thedral with  its  precinfts,  ftand  clofe  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  it,  beyond  which  St.  Margaret’s  ftreet  extends  ftill 
further  fouthward,  with  the  church  at  the  further  ex- 
tremity of  it.  The  high  road  from  London  to  Dover 
leads  through  the  High  ftreet,  which  has  feveral  large 
inns  in  it,  for  the  accommodation  of  paftengers,  the 
traffic  of  the  road  here  being  extraordinary  great,  ef- 
pecially  in  the  times  of  peace  with  France.  The  houfes 
in  it  are  in  general  well  built,  and  are  inhabited  by 
people  of  wealth  and  condition,  the  whole  of  it  having 
been  greatly  improved  of  late  years,  efpecially  fince  the 
aft  palled  in  1769,  for  new  paving,  lighting,  and 
watching  ihe  city;  all  which  has  been  lome  years  fince 
efFeftually  carried  into  execution.  The  intercourfe  of 
the  inhabitants  with  the  royal  dock,  victualling  office, 
navy,  and  other  branches  of  the  fhipping,  proves  a con- 
tinual fource  of  wealth  and  employment  to  them,  many 
of  whom  are  induced  to  refide  here  on  thofe  accounts, 
and  though  there  are  no  particular  manufactures  car- 
ried on  here,  makes  it  a very  populous  and  bufy  town. 
There  is  an  eftablifhment  of  the  cuftoms  here,  as  one 
of  the  out  ports,  under  the  direction  of  a collector,  a 
deputy  comptroller,  furveyor,  &c.  and  of  the  excife- 
office,  under  a fupervifor,  and  other  inferior  affiftants.. 

The  town  hall  of  this  city  ftands  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  High-ftreet,  and  was  firft  erefted  in  the  year 
1687.  It  is  a handfome  brick  ftrufture,  fupported  by 
coupled  columns  of  {tone  of  the  Doric  order.  The 
under  part  of  it  is  open  to  the  ftreet,  and,  as  well  as 
the  room  above  it,  is  made  ufe  of  by  the  judges,  when- 
ever the  affizes  are  held  at  this  city.  In  the  upper 
room  all  public  bufinefs  refpefting  the  government  of 
this  city  is  tranfafted,  and  the  elections  of  members  of 
parliament  are  made. 

The  city  of  Rochefter  bears  for  its  arms,  Or,  a crofs 
gules,  with  an  R in  the  centre  ; on  the  chief  of  the  fecond 
a lion  paf  'ant  guardant  or. 


Before 
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Before  the  above  mentioned  building  was  erected, 
the  antient  Guildhall  of  the  city  flood  on  the  fame  fide 
f tjie  High  flreet,  a little  more  to  the  eaftward,  on 
the  foot  where  the  prefcnt  clock  houie  was  erected, 
and  the  clock  given,  at  the  foie  charge  of  Sir  Cloud  f- 
lev  Shovel,  in  1706,  and  was  given  by  him  to  the 
mayor  and  citizens  for  ever.  A market  is  held  weekly 
on  Friday,  for  poultry,  butter,  pigs,  earthenware,  gar- 
den fluff,  &c.  on  the  area  before  the  court  hall  of  this 
city  • and  one  on  the  fame  day  for  meat,  in  the  iham- 
bies  built  for  that  purpofe  within  the  clockhoufe  above 
mentioned ; but  this  laft  is  now  almoft  deferred,  the 
market  of  the  neighbouring  town  of  Chatham  Apply- 
ing the  place  of  it.  A writ  of  Ad  quod  damnum  was 

executed  on  Thurfday,  June  10,  1 7 8 7 > in  order  t0 
eflablifh  a market  for  the  buying  and  felling  of  cattle 
on  the  fourth  Tuefday  in  every  month.  Befides  the 
fair  held  here  by  charter,  on  St.  Dunflan’s  day  (now 
on  May  30)  there  is  another  held  by  prefcription  on 
St  Andrew’s  day,  which  now  begins  yearly  on  Dec.  11. 
On  the  firft  day  of  each  fair,  cattle  is  chiefly  fold,  and 

each  fair  continues  for  three  days. 

Some  account  has  already  been  given  in  the  Ge- 
neral Hiflory  of  this  county  of  the  firft  writs  directed 
to  the  feveral  fheriffs,  for  fummoning  the  knights, 
burgeffes,  &c.  to  parliament.  The  firft  of  thefe  writs 
that  has  been  found  is  of  the  49th  of  king  Henry  HI. 
and  though  there  were  feveral  parliaments  in  king  Ed- 
ward I.’s  time,  before  the  18th  year  of  his  reign,  yet 
there  is  no  teflimony  left  upon  record  of  any  writ  or 
fummons  to  them  till  that  year;  in  which,  as  may  be 
feen  by  the  writs  diredled  to  the  fheriff,  two  or  three 
knights  were  to  be  chofen  for  each  county,  out  no  ci- 
tizens or  burgeffes  are  mentioned  till  the  23d  of  that 
reign. 

The  earliefl  return  extant  for  the  city  of  Rochefler 
is  in  the  23d  of  king  Edward  I.  anno  1289  > from 
which  time,  to  the  17th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  they 

may 
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may  be  found  among  the  bundles  of  writs,  diretfted  to 
the  feveral  fheriffs,  remaining  in  the  exchequer ; but 
from  that  time  to  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  all 
the  writs,  indentures,  and  returns  are  loft,  except  one 
imperfect  bundle,  No.  jj.  Henry  VIII.  in  which  Ro- 
chefter  is  miffing,  as  it  is  likewife  in  the  ift  year  of 
king  Edward  VI.  but  as  the  names  of  the  feveral  bur- 
gelfes  returned  to  parliament  for  this  city  before  that 
time  can  afford  but  little  gratification  to  the  reader, 
they  are  therefore  omitted  here. 

THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A LIST  OF  THEM  FROM  THE 
SIXTH  YEAR  OF  KING  EDWARD  VI. 

TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  EDWARD  VI. 

Years  of  the  Reign , c.  Names  of  the  Citizens  in  Parliament. 

6th.  Parliament  at  Weft-  JOHN  NORTON,  knt. 
minjler Chriftopher  Roper. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  QUEEN  MARY. 

ift.  At  Wejlminfter Thomas  Moyle,  knt. 

Robert  Dartnoll. 

ift.  At  Oxford Thomas  Moyle,  knt. 

William  Roper,  efq. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  PHILIP  AND  MARY, 
ift  and  2d.  At  IVeJimin-  William  Roper, 

fter Edward  Balhe. 

2d  and  3d.  At  Wejlmin-  George  Howard,  knt" 

fter William  Cobham,  knt. 

4th  and  5th.  At  Wejlmin-  Hugh  Cartwright, 
fter Thomas  Page,  efq. 

Browne  Willis  calls  him  Haywood. 

IN 
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IN  THE  TIME  OF  QUEEN  ELIZABETH. 

i ft.  At  Wejlminjier Edward  B a Hie, 

Tho. Brooke  tf/n^Cobham 


5th.  At  Wejlminjier. 
13th.  At  Wejlminjier. 
14th.  At  Wejlminjier . 
27th.  At  Wejlminjier. 
28th.  At  Wejlminjier. 
31ft.  At  Wejlminjier . 
33th.  At  Wejlminjier. 

39th.  At  Wejlminjier. 
43rd.  At  Wejlminjier. 


Edward  Bathe,  efu. 
Richard  Watts,  gent 

William  Holftock, 
George  Catlyn,  efqrs. 

George  Catlyn, 

William  Partrige,  efqrs.1’ 

Wm.  Brook  alias  Cobham 
George  Bing,  gents. 

William  Brook,  efq. 
William  Lewin,  LL.D. 

John  Stanhope,  efq. 
William  Lewin,  LL.D, 

. George  Chowne,  efq. 
William  Lewin,  LL.D 

Edward  Hobbye, 

Tho.  Walfingham,  knts. 

, The  fame. 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  JAMES  I. 

1 ft . At  Weflminjlt r The  fame. 

1 2th.  At  Wejlminjier Edwin  Sandys, 

Tho.  Walfingham,  knt. 

1 8th.  At  Wejlminjier Tho.  Walfingham,  knt. 

Elumphry  Clerk,  efq. 

2 1 ft.  At  Wejlminjier Thomas  Walfingham, 

MaximilianDalylon,  knts. 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  CHARLES  I. 

i ft.  At  Wejlminjier Henry  Clerk,  efq. 

Thomas  Walfingham,  knt. 


° Samuel  Cox,  efq.  was  chofen  in  his  room. 
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ift.  At  Wejlminjler, Henry  Clerk,  efq. 

Thomas' Walfingliam,knt; 

3d.  At  Wejlminjler Thomas  Walfingham, 

William  Brook,  knts. 

15th.  At  IVefiminJler ThomasWaIIingham,knt 

John  Clerk,  efq. 

i6lh.  At  Wejlminjler Thomas  Walfingham, knt. 

Richard  Lee,  efq. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  CHARLES  II. 

1 2th.  At  Wejlminjler  1660  John  Marfham, 


Peter  Pett,  efq. 

13th.  Ditto 1661  Sir  Francis  Clerk,  knt. 

Sir  William  Batten,  knt.p 

31ft.  Ditto 1678  Sir  Richard  Head, 

Sir  John  Banks,  barts. 

31ft.  Ditto 1679  Sir  John  Banks,  bart. 

. Francis  Barrel,  efq. 


32d.  At  Oxford 1681  Sir  John  Banks,  bart. 

Sir  Francis  Clerk,  knt. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  JAMES  II. 

1 ft.  At  Wejlminjler  1685  Sir  John  Banks,  bart. 

Sir  Francis  Clerk,  knt. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MARY, 
ift.  At  Wejlminjler  1688  Sir  John  Banks, 


Sir  Roger  Twifden,  barts. 

2d.  Ditto 1690  SirJofephWilliamfon,knt. 

Francis  Clerk,  efq.q 

7th.  Ditto ... 1 69 5 Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon, 

SirCloudefleyShovel,knts. 


p In  1667,  on  his  deceafe,  Richard  Head,  efq.  was  chofen  in 
his  room. 

q On  his  deceafe,  in  1691,  Caleb  Banks,  efq.  was  chofen  in 
his  room. 

10th. 
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10th.  Ditto 1698  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon, 

SirCloudelley  Shovel, knts. 

1 2th.  Ditto 1700  The  fame. 

13th.  Ditto 1701  Francis  Barrel, 

William  Bokenham,  efqrs. 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  QUEEN  ANNE, 
iff.  At  Wejlminjier  1702  Edward  Knatchbull, 


William.  Cage,  efqrs. 

4th.  Ditto 17°5  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel/ 

Sir  Staft'd.  Fairborne,  knts. 

7th.  Ditto 1708  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne, 

Sir  John  Leake,  knts, 

9th.  Ditto  . 1710  Sir  John  Leake,  knt. 

William  Cage,  efq. 

1 2 th . Ditto 1713  T he  fame . 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  GEORGE  I. 

1 ft.  At  Wejlminjier  1714  Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  bart.  • 

Sir  John  Jennings,  knt. 

7th.  Ditto 1722  Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  bart.5 

Sir  John  Jennings,  knt. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  GEORGE  II. 
iff.  At  Wejlminjier  1727  Sir  John  Jennings,  knt, 


David  Polhill,  efq. 

7th.  Ditto 1734  David  Polhill, 

Nicholas  Haddock,  efqrs. 

14th.  Ditto 1741  Nicholas  Haddock/ 

Edward  Vernon,  efqrs/ 


r On  his  deceafe,  in  1707,  Sir  John  Leake  was  chofen. 

5 On  his  deceafe,  in  1723,  Sir  Thomas  Colby  was  chofen. 

1 On  his  death,  in  1 746,  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  was  chofen. 
u Edward  Vernon  made  his  option  for  Ipfwich,  and  David 
Polhill  was  chofen  in  his  room- 
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21ft.  Ditto 1747  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle, w 

David  Polhill,  efq.x 

28th.  Ditto 1754  Hon.  John  Bing/ 

Nicholas  Haddock,  efq. 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  GEORGE  III. 

1 ft.  At  Wejlminjler  1761  Hon.  Tho.  Parker,  com- 


monly called  Lord  Parker* 
Ifaac  Townfend,  efq.* 

7th.  Ditto 1768  John  Calcraft,b 

William  Gordon,  efqrs.c 

14th.  Ditto ....  1774  George  Finch  Platton, 

R obert  Gregory,  efqrs. 
20th.  Ditto 1780  The  fame. 

24th.  Ditto 1784  Sir  Cha.  Middleton,  bare. 

Nathaniel  Smith,  elq. 

30th.  Ditto 1790  George  Beft,  efq. 

Sir  Rich.  Bickerton,bart/ 

36th.  Ditto. 1796  Sir  Richard  King,  bart.e 

Hon.  Henry  Tufton/ 


The  number  of  freemen,  who  vote  for  members,  is 
at  prelent,  about  630. 

w On  his  deceafe,  in  1750,  the  Hon.  John  Bing  tvas  chofen. 
x In  1754,  Nicholas  Haddock  was  chofen  on  his  deceafe. 
y In  1757,  Ifaac  Townfhend  was  chofen  on  his  deceafe. 

2 On  his  fucceeding  his  father,  as  earl  of  Macclesfield,  in  1764, 
Sir  Char{es  Hardy  was  chofen  in  his  room. 

a On  In's  death,  in  1765,  Grey  Cooper  was  chofen  in  his  room. 
b On  his  deceafe,  in  1 772,  George  Finch  Hatton  was  chofen. 
c He  vacated  his  feat,  in  1771,  and  vice  admiral  Pve  was  cho- 
fen in  his  room. 

d He  died  in  Feb.  1792,  being  rear  admiral  of  the  White;  and 
on  March  7,  Nathaniel  Smith  was  elected  in  his  room.  He  died 
in  June,  1 794,  and  Sir  Richard  King  was  chofen  in  his  ftead. 
e Now  admiral  of  the  Blue. 

1 Brother  to  the  earl  of  Thanet. 


Rochester, 
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Rochester,  from  its  having  been  a ftation,  fitua- 
ted  at  lb  important  a paflage  over  the  Medway,  might 
well  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  fortified  by  the  Ro- 
mans; the  probabilty  of  this  is  (lengthened  by  the 
Roman  bricks  Hill  vilible  in  feveral  parts  of  the  walls, 
and  from  die  variety  of  Roman  coins,  from  the  time 
of  Velpafian  downwards,  which  have  from  time  to 
time  been  found  in  the  ruins  of  the  caftle.5  In  the 
time  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy  this  place  continued  a 
fortrefs  of  no  fmall  account ; the  whole  city  as  well 
as  the  church,  was  then  fituated  within  the  walls,  and 
were  together  comprehended  under  the  name  of  CaJ- - 
trim  and  Cafiellum  Hroffceafler , by  which  the  whole 
place  was  underftood,  and  not  any  particular  caftle 
or  tower  in  it ; notwithftanding  which,  it  leems  pro- 
bable, from  the  fuperiority  as  well  as  the  convenience 
of  the  fpot,  where  the  prefent  caftle  (lands,  that  there 
was  at  the  above  time  fome  ftrong  keep  or  caftle  at 
no  great  diftance  from  the  fcite  of  it,  all  fortified 
places  having  fuch  a place  of  ftrength  on  lome  emi- 
nent place  within  them. 

This  caftle  was  much  damaged  by  the  Danes,  at 
the  feveral  times  they  belieged  this  city,  as  has  been 
already  mentioned  ; after  which  it  feems  to  have  lain 
a long  time  defolate  and  negledled,  but  William  the 
Conqueror  repaired  it,  and  put  it  in  a defenfible  con- 
dition, after  which  he  garrifoned  it  with  five  hundred 
foldiers.*1 

Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and  earl  of  Kent,  the  Con- 
queror’s half  brother,  had  certainly  the  cuftody  of  the 
caftle,  and  the  rebuilding  and  enlarging  of  it  after- 
wards was  mod  probably  entrufted  to  his  care.  The 
land,  on  which  part  of  the  new  fortifications  were 
raifed,  belonged  to  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  lieu 
of  which  the  king  gave  him  in  exchange  land  in  the 

* Hift.  of  Rochefter,  p.  21.  Text.  Roff.  p.  76,  86,  88,  et  feq. 

h MSS.  Cott.  Lib.  Vefp.  A.  5.  fol.  68,  No.  22. 
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neighbouring  parilli  ot  Aylesford,  as  it  is  thus  entered 
in  the  record  of  Domefday,  in  the  delcription  ot  the 
king’s  antient  demefne  of  Aylesford. 

'The  bijhop  of  Rochefter  eilfo , for  the  exchange  of  land 
on  which  the  ca/lle  is  placed , pofejjes  fo  much  of  this  land 
( viz.  of  Ayleford)  as  is  worth  1 7 Jhillings  and  4 pence. 

The  caftle  is  fituated  on  an  eminence  adjoining  the 
river  Medway,  juft  above  Rochefter  bridge,  at  the 
fouth  weft  angle  of  the  walls  of  the  city.  It  is  nearly 
of  a quadrangular  form,  having  its  Tides  parallel  to  the 
above  walls.  It  is  about  three  hundred  feet  fquare 
within  the  walls,  which  were  (even  feet  in  thicknefs, 
and  twenty  feet  high  above  the  prefent  ground,  with 
embrafures.  Three  Tides  of  the  caftle  were  furround- 
ed  with  a deep  broad  ditch,  which  is  now  nearly  filled 
up;  on  the  outer  Tide  runs  the  Medway;  in  the  an- 
gles and  fides  oT  the  walls  were  feveral  Tquare  towers. 
Tome  of  which  are  dill  remaining  on  the  eaftern  Tide. 
What  has  been  laid  above  muft  be  underftood  of  the 
whole  Tcite  within  the  caftle  walls;  for  what  is  now 
ufually  called  Rochefter  caftle,  is  that  noble  qua- 
drangular tower,  which  ftands  at  the  Touth  eaft  cor- 
ner of  it,  and  To  lofty,  as  to  be  Teen  at  feveral  miles 
diftance;  a'further  account  of  which  will  be  given. 

Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  who  had  the  cuftody  of 
this  caftle,  was  an  ambitious  and  turbulent  prelate, 
infomuch  that  he  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  the  pope- 
dom ; but,  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  tranfporting 
liimfelf  and  his  treafures  to  Rome,  for  that  purpofe, 
.his  brother  returned  from  Normandy  unexpedtedly, 
and  furprized  him  juft  as  he  was  Tetting  fail,  and 
Tent  him  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  Roan,  in  Norman- 
dy, where  he  continued  the  remaining  four  years  of 
the  Conqueror’s  reign,  his  caftles  and  ftrong  holds, 
£is  well  as  his  lands  and  other  effefts  being  confifcated, 
and  taken  poflefiion  of  by  the  king  his  brother.  On 
the  death  of  the  Conqueror,  in  1087,  he  was  releafed 
from  his  imprifonment  by  William  Rufus,  and  com- 
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ing  over  to  England,  though  the  king  retained  the 
created  part  of  his  eftates,  yet  he  confirmed  him  in  the 
pofleffionof  his  earldom  of  Kent,  as  well  as  in  many  ot 
his  former  places  of  trull,  among  which  was  the  caftle 
of  Rochefter.  But  when  Odo  found  he  had  not  the 
whole  fway  and  difpofal  of  every  thing,  as  formerly,  he 
raifed  an  infurreCion  in  Kent,  and  having  pillaged  and 
defiroyed  many  places  in  this  county,  he  carried  the 
whole  of  his  plunder  to  Rochefter,  from  whence  he 
went  to  Pevenfey  caftle,  in  Suflex,  which  he  was 
forced,  for  want  of  food,  to  furrender  up  to  the  king, 
and  to  bind  himfelf,  among  other  conditions,  to  de- 
liver up  Rochefter  caftle,  where  the  chief  of  the  Nor- 
man lords  were  (but  up,  under  the  command  of  Eu- 
ftace  earl  of  Bologne.  For  this  purpole  he  was  con- 
duced hither,  where  he  feigned  to  perfuade  the  go- 
vernor to  deliver  up  the  caftle  ; but  Euftace,  guef- 
fing  his  meaning,  detained  him,  and  the  foldiers  who 
conduCed  him,  prifoners;  upon  which  the  king,  en- 
raged at  his  deceit,  immediately  marched  with  his 
army  to  Rochefter,  having  iflued  a proclamation,  de- 
claring every  one  a Niding  (a  nickname  ol  reproach 
given  to  thofe  who  were  guilty  of  the  word  of  crimes) 
who  did  not  come  to  his  affiftance,  by  which  means 
the  people  flocked  to  his  army  in  great  abundance  f 
and  befleging  it  fo  vigoroufly,  that  thofe  within  were 
compelled  to  furrender  it  to  him.  Fie  afterwards 
permitted  them  to  depart  the  kingdom,  with  the  for- 
feiture of  theiv  eftates,  but  Odo  himfelf  he  fent  pri- 
foner  to  Tunbridge  caftle,  and  ftripped  him  of  all 
his  honours ; after  which  he  abjured  the  realm  for 
ever,  and  was  permitted  to  go  into  Normandy. 

This  caftle  no  doubt  received  con  fide  table  damage 
in  this  fiege,  and  it  feems  as  if  bifhop  Gundulfand 
the  prior  of  St.  Andrew’s  had  not  been  fo  ftrenuous 
in  the  fupport  of  the  king’s  intereft  as  he  expeCed  of 

1 Somner’s  Gavelkind,  p.  65.  Hift.  of  Rochefter,  p.  29,  et  feq. 
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them,  at  leaft  he  teems  to  have  entertained  fufpicions 
of  that  nature,  and  under  that  pretence  to  have  re- 
fufed  to  confirm  the  grant  of  the  manor  of  Heden- 
ham  to  the  church  of  Rochefter,  unlefs  he  had  one 
hundred  pounds  in  money  given  him  for  fo  doing, 
which  the  archbifhop,  as  well  as  the  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter utterly  refilled ; upon  which  Robert  Fitzha- 
mon  and  Henry  earl  of  Warwick,  as  mediators,  pro- 
pofed,  that  inftead  of  that  fum,  bilhop  Gundulf,  as 
he  was  well  /killed  in  architecture  and  mafonry,  ftiould 
build  for  the  king  a tower  of  ftone  at  his  own  ex- 
pence, within  the  caftle  of  Rochefter;  which  the 
prelate  ftrenuoufty  refufed,  left  the  future  repair  and 
maintenance  of  it,  at  the  king’s  pleafure,  Ihould 
fall  on  the  church  of  Rochefter,  till  after  much  per- 
„ fuafion  and  aflurance  of  being  freed  from  every  kind 
of  expence  for  the  future,  on  that  account  bifhop 
Gundulf  confented,  and  expended  fixty  pounds,  the 
ftipulated  fum,  in  eredling  the  great  fquare  tower 
above  mentioned,  called  Gundulf’s  tower,  but  molt 
commonly  the  Caftle,  which  has  proved  a lafting  mo- 
nument of  his  fame  through  fucceeding  ages.k 

It  is  almoft  certain,  as  well  from  the  largenefs  of 
this  building,  the  few  years  that  this  bifhop  lived  af- 
terwards, and  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fum  laid  out  by 
him,  that  he  did  not  near  finifh  the  building  of  it. 
It  is  a quadrangular  of  upwards  of  feventy  feet  fquare 
at  the  bale,  the  walls  of  which  are  twelve  feet  thick; 
•adjoining  to  the  eaft  angle  of  this  tower  is  a {mail  one, 
about  tvvo  thirds  the  height  of  the  large  tower,  and 
twenty-eight  feet  fquare.  There  were  in  the  large 
tower  thiee  ftories  of  large  and  lofty  apartments,  and 
underneath  a vault  or  dungeon  for  the  fafe  keeping 
of  the  prifoners ; and  in  the  partition  wall,  in  the 
centei  of  the  building,  a well,  two  feet  nine  inches  in 
diameter,  neatly  wrought  in  the  walls,  which  well  af- 

Text.  Roff.  p.  145.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  26. 
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cends  through  all  the  (lories  to  the  top  of  the  tower, 
with  each  ot  which  it  has  a communication.  This 
great  tower,  with  its  embattlements,  is  about  one 
hundred  feet  from  the  ground,  and  at  each  angle  of 
it  is  another  fmall  tower,  twelve  feet  fquare,  and  as 
many  high,  with  floors  and  battlements  above  them. 
Conlidering  how  long  this  fabric  has  been  negle&ed, 
there  are  few  buildings  perhaps  fo  perfect;  indeed  the 
(kill  and  ingenuity,  and  the  nice  contrivance  of  the 
architeft,  through  every  part  of  the  building,  both 
for  conveniency  and  ftrength,  muft  (Irike  the  eye, 
and  gain  the  admiration  of  every  one. 

King  Henry  I.  in  his  27th  year,  granted,  with  the 
confent  of  his  barons,  to  the  church  of  Canterbury, 
and  to  William,  archbifhop  of  that  lee,  and  his  fuc- 
ceflors,  the  cuftody  and  office  of  conftable  of  the 
caftle  of  Rochefter  for  ever,  with  liberty  for  him  and 
them  to  build  a fort  or  tower  therein,  and  that  the 
knights,  who  were  bound  to  the  defence  of  the  caftle, 
fllould  continue  the  fame  to  him,1  &c.  In  the  next 
reign  of  king  Stephen,  the  archbiihop  having  fworn 
allegiance  to  the  emprefs  Matilda,  this  caftle  was 
taken  pofleffion  of  by  the  king’s  friends,  and  mod 
probably  William  de  Ipre,  earl  of  Kent,  had  the  cuf- 
tody ; for  when  Robert  earl  of  Gloucefter,  Henry  I.’s 
natural  fon,  was  taken  prifoner  at  Winchefter,  and 
was  committed  to  the  charge  of  that  earl,  he  lent 
him  a clofe  prifoner  to  this  fortrefs.  It  does  not  feeni 
to  have  been  afterwards  reftored  to  the  fee  of  Canter- 
bury ; for  archbiihop  Becket  upbraided  Henry  II. 
with  unjuftly  detaining  the  cuftody  of  it  from  him, 
and  thereby  notorioufly  violating  the  privileges  of  his 
church  ; but  the  king  turned  a deaf  ear  to  his  com- 
plaints. 

On  the  acceffion  of  king  Henry,  William  de  Ipre, 
with  the  reft  of  the  Flemings,  was  banifhed  the  king- 

Regift.  Ecclef.  Chrifti  Cart.  31,  Rapin,  vol.  i.  p.  207. 
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dom,  and  Henry,  fon  of  king  Henry  II.  who  was 
crowned  king  in  his  lather’s  life  time,  gave  the  earl- 
dom of  Kent  and  the  cattle  ol  lxochetter  to  Philip 
earl  of  Flanders ; but  the  young  king  dy  ing  befoie 
his  father,  the  earl  never  took  poffeflion  of  either."1 

King  John,  in  his  3d  year,  is  laid  to  have  rettored 
this  cattle  to  Hubert,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  with 
whom  it  continued  till  the  17th  year  of  that  reign, 
when  the  king,  by  his  writ,  required  the  archbifhop 
to  give  up  the  cuftody  of  it  to  him,  and  it  feems 
never  afterwards  to  have  returned  to  that  fee.  Not- 
withttanding  the  archbilhop’s  acquielcence  in  the 
king’s  demand  of  it,  the  dilcontented  barons  con- 
trived to  get  pofieffion  of  it,  and  committed  it  to  the 
cuftody  of  William  de  Albini,  a valiant  and  expert 
commander ; upon  which  the  king  immediately 
marched  thither,  and  having  invefted  the  cattle,  car- 
ried on  the  fiege  againft  it  vigoroufly  for  the  lpace  of 
three  months;  when  the  governor  and  his  aftiftants 
finding  no  hope  of  relief,  and  that  the  outward  walls 
were  thrown  down,  and  their  provifions  exhaufted, 
lurrendered  themielves  at  diferetion.  The  next  year 
Lewis,  the  French  king’s  fon,  being  invited  over  to 
the  affiftance  of  the  barons,  landed  at  Sandwich,  and 
immediately  marched  with  his  army  hither,  and  in- 
vefted the  cattle,  which  having  fuffered  lo  confiderably 
the  year  before,  was  fcon  reduced. 

In  the  10th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  Hubert  de 
Burgh,  then  fheriff  of  this  county,  was  commanded 
to  repair  the  buildings  of  this  cattle,  then  in  the 
king’s  hands,  and  two  years  afterwards,  being  then 
earl  of  Kent,  he  was,  for  his  eminent  fervices  to  king 
John  and  king  Henry  111.  by  the  advice  of  the  peers 
of  the  whole  realm,  made  chief  juftice  of  England, 
and  had  a grant  of  the  cattle  and  port  of  Dover,  with 
the  revenues  of  the  haven,  and  likewife  of  the  cattles 

m.  Camden,  p.  259.  Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  114. 
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of  Rochefter  and  Canterbury  during  life,  with  the  fee 
of  one  thotofand  marcs  per  annum  tor  the  cukody  o 
them  to  be  paid  out  of  the  exchequer.  But  th 
kind’s  favour  towards  him  declining,  he  was  in  ie 
1 6th  year  of  that  reign  difplaced  from  his  great  office 
of  chief  juftice,  andfrom  the  cuftody  ol  this  caftle 
amon°'  others ; in  all  which  trufts  he  was  fucceeded 
by  Stephen  de  Segrave,  who  was  diiplaced  from  them 
in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign  ; and  Johnde  Cobham 
was  appointed  conftable  of  Rochefter  caftle  in  his 

r°  In  the  42d  year  of  that  reign,  Nicholas  de  Mods, 
conftable  of  Dover  caftle  and  warden  of  the  cinque 
ports,  was  made  theriff  of  Kent  and  governor  of  the 
caftles  of  Rochefter  and  Canterbury  5 and  in  the  44th 
year  of  that  reign,  William  de  Say  was  appointed  go- 
vernor of  them/  In  the45th  year  of  it,  Robert  Wa- 
leran  was  made  fheriff  of  Kent,  and  governor  of  the 
caftles  of  Rochefter  and  Canterbury.  . 

In  the  year  1264,  being  the  49th  of  his  reign,  the 
kino-  greatly  increafed  the  fortifications  of  Roche  er 
caftle?. which  he  entrufted  to  Roger  de  Leyborne  as 
chief  conftable  of  it,  who  had  with  him  John  eail  of 
Arundel,  Henry  Delamaine,  John  earl  of  W alien, 
and  others ; and  it  was  furnifhed  with  men,  arms,  and 
provifions,  necefiary  to  fuftain  a fiege.  Shortly  after 
which,  Simon  earl  of  Leicefter,  who  was  one  o the 
principal  confederate  barons,  marched  with  a arge 
army  into  Kent,  to  befiege  this  caftle,  and  on  his  ar- 
rival on  the  weftern  banks  of  the  Medway,  found  his 
paflage  overt  he  bridge  disputed,  and  a pall  1 fade  anc 
breaftwork  thrown  up  on  the  oppofite  fide,  well  de- 
fended. On  which,  having  font  Gilbert  de  Clare  to 
attack  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town,  the  earl  himlelf  at- 
tacked the  bridge,  but  was  twice  repulfed  by  the  ci- 
tizens ; at  laft,  by  the  means  of  veffels  filled  with 

’ Duo-dale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  51  h 6x9,  671,  672. 
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combuftibles,  he  fet  fire  to  the  bridge,  and  tower  on 
it,  which  were  both  of  wood,  and  in  the  hurry  and 
confufion  occafioired  by  it,  pafled  the  river,  and  at- 
tacked the  befieged  with  fuch  vigour,  that  he  entered 
the  city  and  fpoiled  the  church,  and  what  was  left  of 
the  priory ; for  Roger  de  Leyburnc  had  before  burnt 
down  all  the  fuburbs,  and  part  of  the  city  towards  Can- 
terbury, as  well  as  part  of  the  priory.  After  which  the 
earl  made  a furious  aflault  on  the  caftle,  and  became 
mafter  of  every  part  of  it,  excepting  the  great  tower, 
which  was  fo  bravely  defended  by  the  conftable  and  his 
aflociates,  that  after  laying  fevendays  clofe  fiege,  when 
it  was  near  being  taken,  the  earl  luddenly  raifed  the 
fiege,  and  returned  to  London.0 

King  Henry  afterwards  gave  this  caftle  to  Guy  de 
Rochford,  a foreigner,  one  of  his  favorites,  but  on  his 
baniffiment  it  reverted  again  to  the  crown,  and  the  king 
in  his  48th  year  gave  the  cuftody  of  it  to  William  de 
St.  Clere,  who  died  in  his  office  that  year.  In  the  54th 
year  of  that  reign  Bertram  de  Criol  was  made  governor 
of  if. 

In  the  2d  year  of  king  Edward  I.  Robert  de  Houg- 
ham,  lord  of  Hougham  near  Dover,  died  conftable  of 
this  caftle,  and  the  year  following  Robert  de  Septvans 
had  the  cuftody  of  it.  By  the  claufe- rolls  of  the  lft 
year  of  which  reign,  it  appears  that  there  were  two 
priefts  called  the  king’s  chaplains  officiating  in  the 
chapel  of  the  king’s  caftle  here,  whofe  ftipends  were 
fifty  fhillings  a year  each,  and  the  fheriff  of  Kent  was 
commanded  to  pay  them  the  arrears  of  the  fame.  Sir 
John  de  Cobeham  was  conftable  of  this  caftle  in  the 
middle  of  the  above  reign.  In  the  33d  year  of  that 
reign,  anno  1304,  Stephen  de  Dene  was  conftable  of 
Rochefter  caftle.  He  had  great  contentions  with  the 
monks,  concerning  the  taxing  feveral  of  their  lands, 

a Lei.  Itin.  vol.  vii.  p.  134.  Lei.  Coll.  vol.  i.  p.  267.  and  part 
2,  p.  457.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  38. 
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which  they  alledged  had  never  been  taxed  before,  and 
on  a trial  in  the  exchequer,  it  was  given  for  the  monks, 
and  he  was  difplaced. 

In  the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  anno  13  28,  Wil- 
liam Skarlett  was  conftable,  and  then  diftrained  one  Si- 
mon Sharftede  for  lands  in  Watringbury  for  caftle- 
guard.  In  the  iSthyearof  that  reign,  Sir  John  de 
Cobeham,  lord  Cobham,  was  conftable  of  the  caftle 
and  city  of  Rochefter.p  In  the  33d  year  of  it,  John, 
lord  Grey,  of  Codnor,  was  made  conftable  of  the  town 
and  ca^le  of  Rochefter  for  life,  and  John  de  Newroun 
was  conftable  of  this  caftle  anno  11,  king  Richard  II. 

In  the  2d  year  of  king  Henry  V.  William  Criol,  or 
Keriel,  as  this  name  became  now  to  be  called,  died 
governor  of  it;  in  which  office  he  was  afterwards  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Sir  Thomas  Cobeham,  who  held  it  at  his 
death  in  the  1 ith  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  who  repaired 
the  walls  of  this  caftle,  and  of  the  city,  which  feems  to 
have  been  the  laft  work  that  was  done  to  them.  In 
the  next  century  the  caftle  became  of  little  importance, 
the  greateft  part  of  it  was  fuffered  to  fall  to  ruin,  in 
which  ftate  it  remains  at  prefent.  Some  years  ago  the 
materials  of  the  great  tower,  &c.  were  offered  for  fale, 
but  the  charge  of  feparating  and  pulling  down  the  ftone 
work  and  the  removing  of  it  was  judged  to  be  fo  heavy 
an  expence,  that  no  one  would  undertake  it  on  any 
terms. 

The  property,  or  fee  fimple  of  the  caftle  of  Rochef- 
ter, after  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV.  refted  among 
the  manors  of  the  crown,  until  king  James  I.  in  his 
] oth  year  granted  it,  with  all  the  lervices  belonging 
to  it,  to  Sir  Anthony  Weldon,  fince  which  it  has  con- 
tinued down  in  the  fame  tradt  of  ownerfhip  thatSwanl- 
combe  manor  has,  to  Robert  Child,  efq.  who  died 
28,  1782,  and  his  widow,  Mrs.  Child,  with  the 
other  truftees,  under  her  hufband’s  will,  then  became 

p MSS.  pedigree  of  Cobeham.  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  551,  552. 
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poffeffed  of  it,  (lie  afterwards  married  Francis,  lord 
Ducie,  and  died  in  1793  ; dnce  which  it  has  remained 
veiled  in  the  other  trullees,  under  Mr.  Child’s  will. 

Many  eftates  in  this  county,  Surry  and  Hfiex,  are 
held  of  the  caftle  of  Rocheller  by  the  tenure  of  Caftle- 
o-uard  ; of  thefe  the  manor  of  Swanfcombe  is  the  prin- 
cipal, the  owner  of  which,  as  well  as  the  reft,  holding 
their  lands  of  this  caftle,  had  antiently  the  charge  of  it 
committed  to  them,  and  owed  their  particular  fervices 
to  the  defence  of  it,  called  Caftle-guard. 

Thefe  fervices  have  been  long  li nee  converted  into 
annual  rents  of  money,  further  particulars  of  which,  as 
well  as  the  lift  of  the  manors  and  lands,  which  are  lb 
held,  may  be  feen  under  the  defeription  of  the  manor 
of  Swanfcombe. 

Though  there  is  not  any  mention  made  of  a bridge 
at  Rocheller  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  yet  it  is 
highly  probable  there  was  one  here  fome  length  of 
time  before,  for  Ernulfus,  bilhop  of  Rocheller,  who 
came  to  the  fee  in  the  1 6th  year  of  that  reign,  and  col- 
lected the  records  contained  in  the  Textus  Roffenfts , has 
inferted,  among  them,  feveral  regulations  lor  the  re- 
pair of  Rocheller-bridge,  and  feemingly  as  antient 
cuftoms  in  his  days. 

Lambarde  in  his  perambulation  has  given  us  three 
extrafts  from  MSS.  concerning  this  bridge,  one  from 
an  antient  record  in  Chrift-church,  Canteibuiy,  and 
the  others  in  the  Saxon  and  Latin  tongues,  from  the 
Textus  Roffenjis , before  mentioned. 

Thefe  records  do  notvery  materially  differ  from  each 
other,  they  contain  a curious  account  of  the  bridge, 
the  number  of  its  piers,  the  materials  with  which  it  was 
built,  and  the  method  by  which  it  was  kept  in  conftant 
repair.’ 

By  them  it  appears,  that  this  ancient  bridge  was 
made  of  wood,  and  that  it  con  filled  of  nine  piers, 

•>  Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  41610426. 
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which  made  ten  intermediate  fpaces  in  the  length  o f 
the  bridge,  and  from  one  end  to  the  other  was  about 
twenty-fix  rods  and  an  half,  equal  to  four  hundred  and' 
thirty  one  feet,  which  correfponds  nearly  to  the  .pre- 
sent breadth  of  the  river,  where  this  bridge  flood,  in  a 
direft  line  with  the  high-ftreet  of  Rochefler,  and  that 
of  Stroud.  And  that  towards  the  reparation  and  main- 
tenance of  it,  different  perfons  in  relpedt  of  their  ma- 
nors, and  lands  in  the  adjacent  neighbourhood  were 
bound  to  bring  certain  materials,  and  to  bellow  both 
coft  and  labour  in  laying  them,  which  duty  grew  either 
by  tenure  or  cuftom,  or  perhaps  by  both,  and  it  teems, 
that  according  to  the  quantity  and  proportion  of  the 
land  to  be  charged,  the  materials  found  were  either 

more  or  lefs.r 

The  owners  of  the  manors  and  lcindsy  ciin.igc3.blc 
with  the  repairs  of  this  bridge,  were  ufed  by  ancient 
cuftom  to  eleft  two  men  from  among  themfelves  to  be 
wardens,  or  overfeers  of  the  repairs  of  it,  at  which  time 
there  was  a wooden  tower  eredled  on  the  biidge,  with 
ftrong  gates,  and  it  was  probably  near  the  eaft  end  or 
it,  and  was  ufed  as  a fortification  for  the  defence  of  this 

paffage  into  the  city.  

The  firft  mention  of  it  in  our  Englifh  hiftorians  is  in 
Stow’s  Annals,  who  writes,  that  when  king  John,  in 
the  17th  year  of  his  reign,  befieged  and  took  Rochef- 
ter-caftle,  he  attempted  to  burn  the  bridge  ; but  Robert 
Fitzwalter  put  out  the  fire,  and  laved  it. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  it  iuffered  much  in 
confequence  of  the  civil  commotions  between  that  king 
and  his  difeontented  barons,  particularly  in  1 264,  anno 
2.9  Henry  III.  by  Simon,  earl  of  Leicefter,  as  has  been 
already  fully  mentioned  before  in  the  defeription  of  the 
caftle. 

In  1 28 1 a fudden  thaw  fw'ept  feveral  of  the  piers 
away,  and  confiderably  damaged  the  reft.  In  which 

. . r Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  426. 
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ftate  the  bridge  continued  in  1292,  when  it  was  fo  bro- 
ken, and  out  of  repair,  that  people  were  obliged  to  go 
over  in  boats,  and  it  feems  to  have  lain  much  in  the 
fame  condition  in  the  4th  year  of  the  next  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  when  it  appears  by  the  records  in  the  tower, 
that  the  king  ifiued  orders  for  the  fpeedy  repair  of  it,  but 
this  reparation  feems  to  have  been  but  flight for  Ed- 
ward III.  having  made  war  with  France,  found  the 
bridge  in  fo  weak  a condition,  as  to  make  it  unfafe  for 
the  pafllng  of  his  army,  and  other  necclfary  traffic.  To 
remedy  which,  in  the  17th  year  of  his  reign,  he  iffiued 
his  writ,  by  virtue  of  which  an  inquifition  was  taken 
before  the  king’s  efeheator,  by  the  oaths  of  twelve 
men,  who  found  that  the  bridge  ought  to  be  made 
good  by  the  contributory  lands,  in  their  accuftomed 
proportions. 

In  this  enquiry  there  is  mention  made  of  a draw'- 
bridge,  and  a barbican,  the  woik  of  which  belonged  to 
the  king ; they  were  both  on  the  weft  fide.  It  was  alio 
found  that  the  mafter  and  wardens  of  Stroud  hofpitai 
were  to  repair  the  bridge  and  wharf,  from  the  draw- 
bridge to  the  weft  end  of  it.5 

Notwithstanding  which  care,  after  the  taking  of  Ca- 
lais in  1 347,  this  wooden  bridge  beingfound  continually 
fubjeeft  to  the  want  of  repairs,  as  well  on  account  of  its 
being  old  and  badly  conftru&ed,  as  from  the  depth  of 
the  river,  and  rapidity  of  the  ftream  and  tides,  and 
being  very  unfafe  for  lb  confiderable  a traffic,  as  muft 
neceffarily  pafs  over  it,  it  was  refolved,  that  a new 
bridge  of  ftone  ftiould  be  built,  and  placed  nearer  the 
caftle,  where  the  tide  would  not  run  fo  ftrong.  This 
is  the  prefent  bridge,  a noble  and  ufeful  work,  which 
appears  to  have  been  completed  about  the  15th  year  of 
king  Richard  II. 

For  that  year  Sir  Robert  Knolles,  and  Sir  John  de 
Cobham  de  Kent,  petitioned  the  parliament,  that  the 

\ v 1 

5 Harris^  Hill,  of  Kent,  p.  255.  Hift.  Rochefter,  p.  47. 
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portions  And  repairs  of  the  contributary  lands  fhould 
continue  fo,  according  to  the  proportions  therein  men- 
tioned; and  that  they  might  yearly  choofe  from  among 
themfelves,  two  wardens,  as  had  been  accuftomed,  who 
might  receive  andpurchafe  lands  and  tenements  to  the 
yearly  value  of  five  hundred  marcs,  and  to  be  im- 
pleaded, all  which  was  granted,  faving  that  they  fhould 
purchafe  but  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  marcs  year- 
ly, and  it  appears  that  the  old  bridge  was  then  Handing* 
though  in  a very  ruinous  Hate,  the  ufe  of  which  whilft 
the  other  was  building,  might  be  one  ofthe  reafons  why 
the  place  of  its  fituation  was  changed. 

And  in  the  21  It  year  of  that  reign,  it  was  enabled  in 
parliament,  that  the  bridge  of  Rochefter,  then  newly 
better  made  in  another  place,  and  all  fuch  tenements  as 
were  accuftomed  to  pay  any  rents  or  cuftoms  to  the  old 
bridge,  fhould  thenceforth  pay  them  to  the  new  bridge. 

Sir  Robert  Knolles  (who  had  acquired  great  riches 
in  king  Edward  the  II Id’s  wars  in  France,  and  had  re- 
turned with  wealth  and  honor)  and  Sir  John  de  Cob- 
ham,  are  celebrated,  as  founders  of  this  bridge,  though 
the  former  is  faid  to  have  principally  contributed  to  the 
expence  of  it.  At  whofoever’s  coft  it  was,  the  donor 
could  not  certainly  have  performed  a more  public  and 
ufelul  lervice  to  his  country. 

In  the  above-mentioned  petitions  for  the  fupport  of 
this  new  ftrudlure,  which  was  confiderably  longer  than 
the  former,  (the  whole  length  being  56b  feet)  was  fet 
down  very  accurately  in  feet,  inches,  and  quarters  of 
inches,  the  proportion  of  the  repairs  belonging  to  each 
divifion,  according  to  the  former  antient  regulations  of 
the  lands  contributory,  for  which  proportion  they  are 
ftill  liable  to  be  called  upon,  if  the  lands  proper,  that 
is,  the  rents  of  the  fee-fimple  eftates  belonging  to  the 
body  corporate  of  the  bridge,  fhould  prove  inefficient. 

The  bridge,  for  height  and  ftrength,  is  allowed  to 
be  fuperiorto  any  in  England,  excepting  thofe  at  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter.  It  has  a ftone  parapet  on  each 

fide, 
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fide,  ftrongty  coped  and  furmounted  with  a railing  of 
iron,  and  has  now  eleven  arches,  fupported  by  ftrong 
and  fubftantial  piers,  which  are  well  fecured  on  each 
with  fterlings.  The  river  has  a confiderable  fall  through 

th'efe  arches.  j I 

The  prefent  bridge  is  about  forty  yards  nearer  the 
caftle  than  the  old  one,  the  foundation  of  which  is  ftill 
vifible  at  low  water,  when  the  ground  there,  excepting 
in  two  narrow  channels,  is  frequently  dry. 

King  Richard  II.  by  his  writ  under  his  privy  feal, 
in  his  22d  year,  confirmed  all  thefe  privileges;  and 
further  granted,  that  the  perfons  and  landholders  of  the 
contributory  lands,  fhould  be  reputed  a community  by 
themlclves,  for  the  governance  of  it;  and  that  they 
might  always  yearly  chufe  two  perfons,  that  were  con- 
tributory, to  be  wardens  of  the  faid  new  bridge,  and  . 
to  keep,  overfee,  fupport  and  maintain  the  fame  from . 
time  to  time  in  the  name  of  the  whole;  and  further,, 
that  as  he  had  granted  by  his  letters  patent  that  the 
wardens  alone  might  acquire  lands,  &c.  to  the  value  of  . 
two  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  he  willed,  that  the 
laid  grant  might  extend  to  the  wardens  and  commu- 
nity, and  their  fuccelfors,  as  well  by  bequeft  of  lands 
and  tenements  bequeathable,  as  by  gift  and  feoffment 
of  lands,  &c.  not  bequeathable,  to  hold  to  them  and 
their  fucceffors  for  ever,  the  ftatute  of  Mortmain,  or 
his  former  grant  notwithstanding;  and  that  the  war- 
dens lb  chofen  fhould  be  yearly  accountable  before  two 
auditors,  to  be  affigned  by  the  community.  And  fur- 
ther, that  if  the  wardens  fhould  implead  or  be  im- 
pleaded by  others,  concerning  any  matters,  belonging 
to  the  bridge,  they  fhould  maintain  all  manner  ol 
writs  by  the  name  of  the  wardens,  and  although  they 
fhould  be  removed  from  their  office,  neverthelefs,  the 
writs  fhould  Hand  good  and  effectual  in  law.  All 
which  was  confirmed  by  flatute  in  the  9th  year  of  king 
Henry  V. 


Ir 
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In  the  reign -of  king  Henry  VI.  little  more  than  fifty 
years  after  the  building  of  this  bridge,  it  Items  to  have 
been  much  out  of  repair  > for  in  the  yeai  1446)  the 
king,  among  other  things  which  he  granted  to  the  city 
at  that  time,  willed,  that  the  citizens  and  their  heirs 
fhould  have  the  pafFage  called  the  Ferry,  below  the' 
city  from  the  town  of  Stroud  to  it,  the  King’s-bridge 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  water  being  broken  j and  alfo 
the  fpace  of  the  bridge,  together  with  the  houfe  called 
the  Barbican.1 

In  this  ftate  Rochefter-bridge  feems  to  have  conti- 
nued till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  in  the  5th  year 
of  which  reign,  John  Morton,  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, a man  in  every  refpeft  born  for  the  good  of  his 
country,  according  to  the  mode  of  that  time,  publifhed 
forty  days  remifiion  of  fins  to  all  fuch  perfons  as  would 
contribute  any  thing  towards  the  repair  of  it.  This 
method  feems  to  have  anfwered  his  intentions,  for  the 
bridge  was  foon  afterwards  repaired  and  made  pafiable, 
and  in  the  next  reign  it  was  ornamented  with  a coping 
and  iron  railing ; the  former  by  the  bounty  of  one 
John  Warner,  a merchant  of  Rochefter,  and  the  latter 
by  archbifhop  Warham.u  This  munificent  prelate  lived 
to  finifh  but  one  half  of  the  iron  work,  and  the  Ex- 
ceeding times  being  turbulent,  it  remained  in  that  ftate 
till  the°reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  as  will  be  mentioned 
hereafter. 

The  fee  dimple  eftates,  commonly  called  the  lands 
proper , vefted  in  the  wardens  and  commonalty  of  Ro- 
chefter-bridge, towards  the  repair  and  fupport  of  it, 
as  they  were  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  were  the 
manors  of  Langgeden,  Little  E)elce,  befide  Rochefter, 
Tilbury  and  Greane,  Nafhenden,  Dartford  at  Heathe, 
and  of  Sharnden  in  the  Ifle  of  Elmley,  which  was  con- 

I Hiftorv  Rochefter,  p.  53.  Rot.  Cart,  de  Reg.  Hen.  VI. 

II  Weever,  p.  231,  fays,  the  iron  work  was  made  by  archbifhop 
Deane,  Warham’s  predecefTor, 
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finned  to  the  bridge  by-  queen  Elizabeth  by  letters  of 
infj eximus?  and  it  appears  from  other  printed  books 
that  they  had  veiled  in  them  for  the  like  purpofe  lands 
and  tenements  in  Fnndfbury,  in  the  IOe  oi  Shcpey,  in 
Halftow,  Hoo,  Nafhendcn,  Little  Deice,  Dartfoid, 
Sharynden  and  Neffe,  in  the  Ifie  of  Elmley,  Great 
Deice  in  Rochefler,  at  Eaflwick  and  Spurt  near  Hoo 
and  Greane,  t nements  in  Rochefler  and  in  Cornhill, 
and  a rent  out  of  the  hundred  of  Blengate,  granted  by 
the  king. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  the  bridge  continued  in 
a ruinous  condition,  notwithflanding  the  patronage  of 
the  archbiibops  Morton  and  YVarham. 

This  misfortune  had  been  increafmg  from  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VI.  for  the  wardens,  not  being  yearly 
elected  by  the  commonalty,  continued  in  office  for 
many  years  together,  in  which  time  they  let  good  leafes 
to  their  friends  and  fervants,  for  long  terms,  at  old 
rents,  notwithflanding  they  were  greatly  increaled  every 
where,  as  was  the  price  of  all  materials  for  building ; 
fo  that  the  repair  and  expences  of  the  bridge  annually 
exceeded  the  income  of  it,  nay  thele  lands  proper  were 
fo  concealed,  that  very  few  knew  that  there  were  inch, 
neither  were  the  lands  contributary  to  the  repair  of  it 
ever  called  upon  for  that  purpofe.  By  this  mifmanage- 
ment,  the  bridge  was  fo  much  out  of  repair,  that  its 
min  i'cemed  near  at  hand,  notwithflanding  a toll  had 
been  impofed  on  all  paflengers  and  carriages,  towards 
its  fupport,  in  the  reigns  of  queen  Mary  and  queen 
Elizabeth,  and  in  the  latter  a fifteenth  was  gathered 
over  the  whole  county,  and  yet  the  work  decayed  more 
and  more. 

When  queen  Elizabeth  was  at  Rochefler,  in  her  re- 
turn from  a tour  fhe  had  made  round  the  counties  of 
Suflex  and  Kent,  in  the  16th  year  of  her  reign,  Sir 

w This  is  extracted  out  of  an  old  quarto  volume,  among  the 
archives  in  the  Bridge  Chamber. 
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William  Cecil,  fecretary  of  (late,  afterwards  lord  Bur- 
leigh, took  that  opportunity  of  acquainting  her  with 

the  ruinous  ftate  of  this  bridge. 

Soon  after  which,  the  queen  granted  a commiffion 
to  feveral  great  officers  of  ftate  and  nobility,  as  well  as 
to  feveral  knights  and  gentlemen  of  this  county,  to  ex- 
amine into  thefe  defeds,  and  the  caufes  of  them,  and 
devife  means  for  their  remedy.  In  the  execution  of  this 
commiffion,  though  the  lord  treafurer,  the  lord  admiral, 
the  lord  warden,  and  others  of  the  great  nobility,  gave 
their  conftant  attendance  and  endeavours,  yet  the  labo- 
rious part  which  Sir  Roger  Manwood,  chief  baron  of 
the  exchequer,  took  throughout  the  whole  of  it,  de- 
lerves  particular  commendation,  who  paffing  through 
every  difficulty*  of  which  there  were  not  a few,  firft: 
o-ot  the  leafes  of  the  lands  proper,  which  had  been  frau- 
dulently obtained,  cancelled,  and  having  thus  improved 
the  revenues,  afterwards  contrived  a plan,  with  no 
fmall  pains,  for  the  perfed  reformation  and  future  con- 
dud  of  both  officers,  and  matters  relating  to  it.  And 
laftly,  to  perfed  his  fcheme  for  its  prefent  and  future 
prefervation,  he  procured  the  ftatute  of  the  18th  yeap 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  perpetual  maintenance  of 
Rochefter-bridge,  in  which  it  was  enaded,  that  on  the 
morrow  after  the  general  quarter-feffions  for  this  county 
next  after  Eafter  (which  day  being  found  inconvenient, 
it  was  altered  by  parliament,  in  the  ift  year  of  queen 
Anne,  to  Friday  in  the  week  next  following  the  week 
of  Eafter)  yearly,  the  wardens  and  commonalty  of  the 
lands  contributory  to  the  repair  of  the  bridge,  as  many 
as  conveniently  might,  Ihould  alienable  at  the  caftle  of 
Rochefter,  and  choofe  two  perlons  of  their  commonalty 
to  be  wardens  of  the  bridge,  commonly  refident,  and 
houfekeeping  within  the  county,  and  twelve  perfons 
of  their  commonalty,  to  be  affiftants  to  the  wardens  for 
one  year,  after  the  firft  day  of  Pentecoft  next  enfuing, 
and  thus  to  aflfemble,  and  eled  in  the  fame  place  annu- 
ally for  ever.  That  every  year  on  the  1 hurfday  in 
vor..  iv.  g W hitfun- 
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Whitfun-week,  the  two  late  wardens  fhould  have  their 
accounts  audited  in  the  prefence  of  one  of  the  new 
wardens,  at  the  leaft,  and  four  of  the  affiftants,  and  that 
no  affiftance  fhould  be  demanded  from  the  contribu- 
tory lands,  unlefs  the  new  fund,  or  lands  proper  proved 
inefficient  to  defray  the  expence. 

N ine  years  after  which,  the  feveral  lands  proper  be- 
ing found  inadequate  to  the  neceffiary  repairs  of  the 
bridge,  and  the  wardens  and  affiftants  being  doubtful  of 
their  fufficient  authority  to  levy  money  on  the  contri- 
butory lands,  an  aft  paffed  for  inverting  them  with  full 
power  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  diftrain  in  cafe  of  refu- 
fal ; and  for  the  more  convenient  aflembling  of  the 
commonalty  at  the  elections  above-mentioned,  it  was 
further  enafted  thattwo  houfeholders  at  leaft,  from  every 
parifh  contributory  within  feven  miles  of  Rochefter- 
bridge,  in  which  there  were  four  houfeholders,  fhould 
be  prefent  atfuch  elections,  under  penalty  of  ten  {hil- 
lings, and  that  the  wardens,  affiftants,  and  inhabitants, 
fhould  defray  their  own  charges  at  fuch  times. 

That  the  bufinefs  of  the  bridge  may  never  be  pre- 
judiced by  the  want  of  attendance,  the  wardens  and  af- 
fiftants are  ufually  chofen  one  half  of  gentlemen  who 
live  in  the  adjacent  country,  and  the  other  of  the  fame 
in  Chatham  and  Rochefter.  The  latter  meet  weekly  for 
this  purpofe  at  the  Bridge-chamber,  in  the  Crown- 
Inn  yard,  (where  all  the  bufinefs  relating  to  the  bridge 
is  tranfadted)  but  the  former  very  feldom  attend  thefe 
meetings,  though  they  are  almoft  always  prefent  at  the 
two  annual  meetings  at  Eafter  and  Whitfuntide,  to 
which  matters  of  greater  moment  are  deferred,  at 
which  times  they  infpedt  and  deliberate  on  what  has 
been  and  ought  to  be  tranfadled  at  thofe  weekly  meet- 
ings in  this  intermediate  time,  and  in  future. 

The  improvements  of  the  eftates  belonging  to  the 
bridge  have  been  fo  great  under  the  good  management 
of  the  wardens  and  affiftants,  from  the  above  time, 
that  the  bridge  has  not  only  been  kept  in  excellent  re- 
pair, 
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pair,  and  greatly  ornamented,  without  any  further  af- 
fiftance  from  the  contributory  lands,  but  a fund  has 
been  accumulated  againft  any  fudden  accident,  or  da- 
mage that  might  happen  to  the  fabric/  The  yearly 
Value  of  the  lands  proper  are  now  about  ioool.  per  an- 
num. Within  thefe  thirty  years  the  bridge  was  much 
disfigured  by  a temporary  wooden  bridge  at  the  eaft 
end  of  it,  where  three  of  the  ftone  arches  had  been 
broken,  but  thefe  have  fince  been  rebuilt,  and  the  co- 
ping, and  iron  work  made  equally  handfome  with  the 
other  parts  of  it.  Both  the  entrances  have  been  wi- 
dened, and  within  thefe  few  years  further  improvements 
have  been  made  to  it  at  a very  confiderable  expence, 
which  renders  it  much  more  commodious  and  fare  foi 
the  repaying  of  travellers  than  it  was  before. 

At  the  eaft  end,  and  fronting  the  paflage  over  the 
bridge,  was  a chapel  or  perpetual  chantry,  erec- 
ted by  Sir  John  de  Cobham,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  new  bridge* 

This  chapel  feems  to  have  been  fimfhed  foon  after 
the  bridge,  and  was  called  Allefolven  chapel.  By  the 
foundation  charter,  three  chaplains,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  wardens  of  the  bridge,  were  to  officiate  in  it,  parti- 
cularly for  the  ufe  of  travellers,  and  to  pray  for  the  fouls 
of  the  benefaftors  of  the  bridge,  as  well  thofe  living, 
as  deceafed,  and  efpecially  for  the  fouls  of  the  lord  John 
of  Cobham,  the  founder  and  patron,  and  of  Sir  Ro- 
bert Knolles,  William  Wangford,  and  Eleanor  his 
wife,  John  Fremingham,  and  Alice  his  wife,  William 
Makenade,  Sir  William  Rykhull,  then  living,  and  for 
the  fouls  of  thofe  deceafed,  viz.  Sir  William  atte  Pole, 
and  Joane  his  wife,  Nicholas  Potyn,  Conftance,  wife  of 
Sir  Robert  Knolles,  the  lady  Margaret,  wife  of  Sir 
John  de  Cobham,  before-mentioned,  John  Bukyng* 

* Hiftorv  of  Rochefler,  p.  55.  Harris’s  Hill.  p.  2>7-  MSS. 
Hill.  Rochefter.  Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  429. 
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ham,  formerly  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  Sir  William  \\  ale- 
worth,  and  all  faithful  people  deceafed. 

They  were  to  refide  conftantly  in  apartments  conti- 
guous to  the  chapel,  and  each  of  them  was  to  receive  an 
annual  allowance  of  fix  pounds,  at  the  hands  of  the 
wardens  of  the  bridge,  out  of  the  revenues  of  it,  who 
were  to  be  at  all  expences  of  repairs,  ornaments,  uten- 
fils,  and  other  matters  whatfoeverd 

But  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  the  revenues  ot 
the  bridge  were  fo  diminifhed,  that  application  was 
made  to  the  king  for  his  affiftance,  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  thefe  chaplains,  who,  in  his  20th  year, 
o-ranted  to  the  wardens  and  their  fuccefiors,  the  lum  of 
one  hundred  (hillings,  which  the  convent  and  monaftery 
of  St.  Auguftine,  near  Canterbury,  and  their  fuccefiors, 
ufed  to  pay  yearly  at  the  exchequer,  from  the  ferm  of 
the  hundreds  of  Rvngleflowe,  Dunhamford,  and  Blen- 
gate,  in  this  county,  to  hold  to  them  and  their  fuccef- 
fors for  ever.  . ... 

What  became  of  this  chantry  in  the  reigns  of  king 

Henry  VIII.  and  king  Edward  V I.  1 have  not  learned, 
but  in  the  year  1575,  anno  18  queen  Elizabeth,  there 
was  an  arrear  of  five  hundred  pounds  or  more,  depend- 
ing in  the  court  of  exchequer,  and  probably  due  to  the 
crown  from  the  wardens  and  commonalty  of  the 
bridge,  for  the  falary  of  the  priefts  of  this  fupprefied 
chantry.  This  fuit  Sir  Roger  Manwood  brought  to 
an  iffue,  and  the  caufe  being  tried  at  the  aflizes,  and 
judgment  given  in  the  exchequer,  it  was  for  ever  dif- 

charged. 

On  the  ground  where  this  chapel  flood  a very  neat 
ftone  building  was  eretted  by  the  wardens  of  the  bridge, 
in  1735.  The  upper  part  of  this  building  is  (filed  the 
Bridge-chamber,  in  which,  and  an  adjoining  room  over 
the  Crown  gateway,  the  wardens  and  affiftants  hold 

y Reg.  Roff.  p.  555.  Hilt.  Rochefter,  p.  50  and  208.  Strype’e 
Stow’s  Survey,  book  vi.  p.  38. 

« their 


ROCHESTER. 

their  weekly  and  annual  meetings.  On  thefiontof  this 
new  building  are  the  arms,  carved  in  ftone,  ot  the  prin- 
cipal benefactors  to  the  bridge. 

An  account  of  the  river  Medway  has  already  been 
given  in  the  General  Hiftory  of  this  county,  it  only  re- 
mains therefore  for  fome  account  to  be  given  of  the 
oyster  fishery  on  this  river,  carried  on  in  the  feve- 
ral  creeks  and  branches  of  it  within  the  liberties  of  this 
city,  for  the  conducting  of  which  there  is  a Company  of 
Free- dredger  men  eftablifhed  by  prefcription  time  out  ot 
mind,  fubjeCt  to  the  government  and  authority  ot  the 

mayor  and  citizens.  1 

But  feveral  perfons  contefling  this  authority,  great 
inconveniences  arofe  from  it,  and  the  hfhery  was  much 
endangered  by  it;  to  prevent  which,  the  corporation 
and  free-dredgermen  petitioned  parliament  for  relief  in 
the  2d  year  of  king  George  II.  when  an  aCl  palled  ror 
the  better  ordering  and  governing  this  fifhery ; for 
making  them  fecure  under  the  protection  of  the  mayor 
and  citizens,  and  for  confirming  and  fettling  their  power 
and  jurifdiCtion  over  that  and  the  free  dredgers  belong- 
ing to  it.  By  it  the  mayor  and  citizens  have  power 
once  or  oftener  in  every  year  to  hold  a court  of  admi- 
ralty, to  which  the  dredgers  are  iummoned,  and  a jury 
is  appointed  from  among  them,  which  has  power  to 
make  rules  and  orders  for  the  times,  when  the  oyfter- 
grounds  fhall  be  opened2  and  fhut,  and  the  quantity  ot 
oyfters  which  fhall  be  taken  on  each  day  of  dredging, 
and  alfo  for  the  prefervation  of  the  brood  and  ipat  ot 
oyfters,  and  for  otherwife  regulating  the  fifhery,  with 
power  for  the  jury  to  impofe  fines  for  the  breach  of  all 
filch  orders  as  fhall  have  been  approved  and  confirmed 
by  the  mayor  and  citizens,  to  whofe  me  all  fines  are  to 
be  applied.  Every  perfon  is  free  of  this  company, 
after  having  ferved  an  apprenticefhip  of  feven  years. 
Any  perfon  catching  oyfters  in  this  river,  not  free  ot 

7 This  is  ufually  on  St.  James’s  day. 
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the  fifhery,  is  termed  a cabiehanger , and  liable  to  flich 
penalty  as  the  mayor  and  citizens  fhall  impofe  on  him. 

The  company  frequently  buy  brood,  or  fpat,  J.rom 
other  parts,  which  they  lay  down  in  the  river,  where 
it  loon  grows  to  maturity.  Great  quantities  of  thefe 
oyfters  are  fent  to  London  and  Holland,  and  even  to 
Weftphalia,  and  the  adjacent  countries. 

About  the  year  600,  Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  at 
the  inftance  of  St.  Auguftine,  began  to  build  a church 
atRochefter,  in  honour  of  St.  Andrew,  and  a mona- 
stery adjoining  to  it,  of  which  church  St.  Auguftine  in 
604,  appointed  Juftus  to  be  bifhop,  and  placed  fecular 
priefts  in  the  monaftery;  for  the  maintenance  of  whom 
the  king  gave  a portion  of  land  to  the  fouth  of  the  city, 
called  Preftefelde,  to  be  pofieffed  by  them  for  ever, 
and  he  added  other  parcels  of  land,  both  within  and 
without  the  walls  of  the  city.3  And  notwithftanding  in 
after  times  the  gifts  to  this  church  were  many  and  ex- 
tenfive,  yet  by  the  troubles  which  followed  in  the  Da- 
nifh  wars,  it  was  dripped  of  almoft  all  of  them,  and  at 
the  time  of  the  conqueft  it  was  in  fuch  a ftate  of  po- 
verty, that  divine  worfhip  was  entirely  negledted  in  it, 
and  there  remained  in  it  only  five  fecular  priefts,  who 
had  not  fufficient  for  their  maintenance. 

Many  of  the  pofieflions  belonging  to  the  church  of 
Rochefter  had  come  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror  at 
his  acceffion  to  the  crown,  moft  of  which  he  gave  to 
his  half-brother,  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  from  whom 
archbifhop Lanfranc  recovered  them,amongother  lands 
belonging  to  his  own  church,  in  the  folemn  affembly 
of  the& whole  county,  held  by  the  king’s  command  at 
Pinnenden-heath,  in  the  year  1076. 

Soon  after  this,  Gundulf  was  ele&ed  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter, to  whom  and  to  this  church,  archbifhop  Lan- 
franc immediately  reftored  all  thofe  lands  which  he  had 
recovered,  formerly  belonging  to  it. 

a Reg.  Roff.  p.  X.  Lamb.  Peramb.p.  408.  Hid.  Rocheft.p.  74. 
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Bifliop  Gundulf  difplaced  the  fecular  canons  which 
he  found  here,  and  with  the  advice  and  aftiftance  of 
archbifhop  Lanfranc,  placed  Benedidfine  monks  in 
their  room,  the  number  of  which,  before  his  death, 
amounted  to  fixty.  Befides  which,  the  bifhop  con- 
tinuing his  unwearied  zeal  in  promoting  the  intereft 
of  his  church,  recovered  and  purchafed  back  again 
many  other  lands  and  manors,  which  had  been  for- 
merly given  to  it  by  feveral  kings,  and  other  pious 
perfons,  and  had  been  at  different  times  wreiled  fiom 
it.  He  followed  the  example  of  archbifhop  Laniranc, 
and  feparated  his  revenues  from  tlnfe  of  his  monks ; 
for  before  the  bifhop  and  his  monks  lived  in  common 
as  one  family.  He  rebuilt  the  church  and  enlarged  the 
priory  j and  though  he  did  not  live  to  complete  the 
great  improvements  he  had  undertaken,  yet  he  cer- 
tainly laid  the  foundation  of  the  future  prosperity  ol 
both.b  The  moft  material  occurrences  which  hap- 
pened to  the  church  and  priory,  from  the  above  time 
to  the  diffolution  of  the  latter,  will  be  found  in  the 
fubfequent  account  of  the  feveral  priors  and  bifhops 
of  this  church. 

From  the  conqueft  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
almoft  every  king  granted  fome  liberties  and  privileges, 
as  well  to  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  as  to  the  prior  of  the 
convent ; each  confirmed  likewiie  thole  granted  by  his 
predeceflors.  The  fucceeding  bifhops  and  archbifhops 
confirmed  the  pofl'eflions  of  the  priory  to  the  monks 
of  it,  as  did  many  of  the  popes.  The  Regiftrum  Rof- 
fenfe  is  full  of  thefe  grants  in  almoft  every  page  and 
as  the  moft  material  of  them  are  mentioned  under  the 
refpedlive  places  they  relate  to  in  the  courfe  of  this 
hiftory,  the  reader  will,  it  is  hoped,  the  more  rea- 
dily excufe  the  omifiion  of  them  in  this  place. 

b Reg.  Roff.  p.  1.  Dugdale’s  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  1.  Hiftory  of 
Rochefter,  p.  75  and  116. 
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A LIST  OF  THE  PRIORS  OF  ROCHESTER. 

Ordowinus  was  appointed  the  firft  prior,  and  was 
witnefs  to  the  charter  ol  foundation,  dated  Sept.  20, 
1089.  He  afterwards  refigned.c 

Arnulph,  originally  a monk,  of  C.hrift  church,  was 
conftituted  in  his  room,  and  continued  here  till  he 
was  elected  prior  of  Canterbury,  in  1 096,  from  whence 
he  was  preferred  to  the  abbot  of  Peterborough,  and 
in  1115,  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter.  He  was  a good 
benefactor  to  this  priory,  and  built  the  dormitory, 
chapter  houfe,  and  refeCtory. 

Ralph  fucceeded  him  ; he  had  been  a monk  at 
Caen,  and  came  over  into  England  with  Lanfranc, 
in  1107.  On  his  being  chofen  abbot  of  Battle,  in 
SulTex,  he  refigned  this  office.  On  the  death  of  bi- 
fhop  Gundulf,  the  monks  of  Rochefter  defired  him 
for  their  bifhop,  but  in  vain. 

Ordowinus  was  again  reflored  in  1107.  He  is  faid 
to  have  held  this  office  under  bifhop  Ernulph,  there- 
fore he  was  living  in  1 1 1 5. 

Letard  prefided  here  under  the  fame  bifhop. 

Brian  prefided  in  1145  > anc^  died  on  Decemb.  5, 
1146. 

Reginald , who  in  the  year  1 1 54,  obtained  from 
pope  Adrian  IV.  a confirmation  of  the  privliges  of  the 
church  of  Rochefter.  He  is  faid  to  have  died  on 
April  29,  in  the  obituary  of  St.  Auguftine’s,  Canter- 
bury, but  the  year  is  not  mentioned,  nor  that  of  the 
election  of 

Ernulf  II.  who  was  prior  in  the  time  of  bifhop 
Walter.  The  next  I find  is 

William  de  Borjlalle , who  was  preferred  to  the  pri- 
orfhip  from  being  cellarer  to  this  monaftery. 

Silvejler,  who  was  his  fucceffor,  from  being  cellarer 
was  likewife  made  prior.  In  his  time,  anno  1177, 

' Willis’s  Mitred  Abbies,  vol.  i.  p.  290. 
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the  church  and  the  offices,  as  well  within  as  without 
the  walls  were  burnt.  He  rebuilt  the  refedory  and 
dormitory,  and  three  windows  m the  chapter  houie, 
towards  the  eaft.  His  fucceffor  was 

Richard , who  in  1 1S2,  refigned  this  office  on  b 
ino-  chofen  abbot  of  Burton,  in  StafFordfhire. 

Alfred  fucceeded  him  as  prior,  and  quitted  it  on 
being  made  abbot  of  Abingdon  by  king  Henry  II. 

between  the  years  1185  and  1189.* 

Ofbertde  Scapella , from  being  iacrift  was  chojen 
prior.  He  wrote  feveral  books,  and  made  the  win- 
dow of  St.  Peter’s  altar,  and  did  many  other  works; 
he  was  a great  benefador  to  the  buildings  ot  this 

Ralph  de  Ros , who  prefided  in  1199,  was  the  next 
prior,  and  whilft  he  was  facrift  built  the  brewhoute, 
and  the  prior’s  great  and  leffer  chamber  the  Hone 
houfes  in  the  church  yard,  the  hoftiary,  liable,  and 
the  barn  in  the  vineyard,  and  cauled  the  church  to 

be  covered  and  moll  of  it  leaded.  . , 

Helios  feems  to  have  fucceeded  him.  He  fi  mined 
the  covering  of  the  church  with  lead,  and  built  with 
{tone  a liable  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflors.  He  alto 
leaded  that  part  of  the  cloifters  next  the  dormitory, 
and  made  the  laundry  and  door  of  the  refectory  r 
William  is  faid  after  him  to  have  enjoyed  this  or- 

ftcc  in  I 222* 

Richard  de  Derente  was  eleded  prior  ol  Rochefter 
in  1221; ; he,  among  others,  in  the  year  1227,  iigm- 
fied  to  the  archbifhop  the  eledion  of  Henry  de  Sand- 
ford  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter,  and  he  is  laid  to  have 
prefided  in  the  year  1238,  and  to  have  been  lucceed- 

Cd  William  de  Hoo , facrift  of  this  church,  who  was 
chofen  prior  in  1239.  He  built  the  whole  chon  o 
this  church,  from  the  north  and  fouth  wings,  out  o 
the  oblations  made  at  the  ftirine  of  St.  William , an 


d Willis’s  Mit.  Abbies,  vol.  i.  291.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  P-  453- 
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after  having  governed  here  for  two  years,  becaufe  he 
would  not  confent  to  the  fale  of  fome  lands  belong- 
ing to  his  convent,  he  was  much  perfecuted,  and 
refigning  this  office,  became  a monk  at  Wooburn,  and 
there  died.  In  his  time,  in  1240,  the  altar  in  the 
infirmary  chapel  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary;  and  on 
the  nones  of  November  that  year  the  cathedral  church 
itfelf  being  finifhed,  was  dedicated  by  the  biihop, 
affifled  by  the  bifhops  of  Bangor  and  St.  Andrew.' 

Alexander  de  Glanville  fucceeded  him,  who  dying 
luddenly  of  grief,  in  1252,  was  fucceeded  by 

John  de  Renham  or  Renjham.  In  his  time  the  church 
and  monaftery  were  plundered,  and  many  ornaments 
and  charters  taken  aw'ay.  He  is  laid  by  fome  to 
have  refigned  in  Dec.  1283  > but  in  reality  he  was 
then  depofed  by  John,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  vi- 
fiting  this  church  as  metropolitan. 

Thomas  de  W oldham , alias  Suthjlete , was  elected  bi- 
fhop  of  Rochefier,  and  refufed  it;  but  being  elected 
a fecond  time,  was  confecrated  in  the  parifh  of  Chart- 
ham,  in  Kent,  the  6th  of  January,  1291/ 

Simon  de  Clyve , facrift  of  this  church,  who  growing 
infirm,  refigned  this  office  of  prior  in  1622,  and  wfas 
the  fame  year  fucceeded  by 

John  de  Renham  or  Renjham  who,  was  again  chofen 
prior,  in  1292.  He  died  in  1294,  and 

’Thomas  de  Shuldeford  fucceeded  him,  who  being  in- 
firm, refigned  in  1301,  and  wras  fucceeded  by 

John  de  Greenjireet  in  February  the  fame  year,  on 
whole  refignation,  in  1314. 

Hamo  de  Hethe  was  elected  to  this  office  that  year, 
as  he  was  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter  in  1317,  though 
he  was  not  confecrated  till  two  years  afterwards  ; du- 
ring the  time  he  governed  this  church  as  prior  and 
bifhop  he  was  a great  benefactor  to  it. 

John  de  Wejler ham  fucceeded  him,  in  1320,  and 
died  in  1321,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

e Willis’s  Mit.  Abbies,  vol.  i.  p.  294.  { Le  Neve’s  Fafti,  p.  248. 

John 
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■j fohn  de  Speldhurji , cellarer  of  this  convent,  who 
was  chofen  by.  the  monks,  and  confirmed  by  the  bi- 
fhop  ; he  refigned  in  1333.  His  fucceffor  was 
John  de  Shepey , S.  T.  P.  In  1336,  he  built  the 
new  refedory,  and  received  towards  the  expence  of 
it  one  hundred  marcs.  In  his  time  alfo,  in  1344,  *he 
fhrines  of  St.  Michael,  St.  Pauhnus,  and  St.  V fhamar, 
were  now  made  with  marble  and  alabafter,  which  colt 
two  hundred  marcs;  and  the  year  before  he  cauied 
the  tower  to  be  raifed  higher  with  wood  and  itone, 
and  covered  it  with  lead,  and  placed  four  new  bens 
there,  calling  them  Dunfian,  Paulin,  Ythamar,  and 
I anfranc.  On  December  27,  13 52>  he  was  eleded 
bifhop  of  Rochefter  by  papal  bull.6 

Robert  de  Sutbflete,  warden  of  Filcheftowe  cell  luc- 
ceeded  on  his  predeceffor’s  preferment  to  the  bifnop. 

ric  in  1352,  he  died  in  136!- 

John  de  Hertlepe  or  Hertley,  warden  of  the  fame 
cell,  was  chofen  tofucceed  him  that  year;  he  refigned 

in  1280,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

John  de  Shepey , S.T,  P.  the  fubprior,  who  was 
eledted  the  fame  year;  he  governed  the  prioiy  thirty- 

nine  years,  and  died  in  1419.  . 

William  de  Tunbrigg  was  the  next  prior,  who  hav- 
ing been  elected  by  the  monks,  was  confirmed  by  the 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury  (the  fee  of  Rochefter  being 
vacant)  the  fame  year;  he  prefided  in  1444,  and  was 
foon  fucceeded  by  John  Clyfe , in  i447*  Atter  him» 
John  Car  done  was  prior,  in  1448.  _ - 

William  IVode  was  prior  in  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward IV.  and  he  was  fucceeded  by 

Thomas  Bourne , who  was  prior  in  1480,  to  whom 
William  Bijhop  probably  fucceeded;  he  occurs  prior 
in  1496,  and  feems  to  have  been  fucceeded  by 

William  Fry  fell,  who  was  eledted  to  this  office  in 
1509.  His  fucceffor  in  it  wras  probably 

* Le  Neve  fays,  by  papal  provifion,  bull  dated  Oftober  aa, 
1352.  Fafti,  p.  249.  Laurence 
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Laurence  Mereworth , who  occurs  prior  in  1 533  and 
1334,  when  he,  with  eighteen  monks,  fubfcribed  to 
the  king’s  fupremacy. 

JValter  Boxley  was  the  next,  and  laft  prior  of  this 
monaftery  ; for  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  31ft  year  of 
his  reign,  granted  a commiflion  to  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  George  lord  Cobham,  and  others,  to  re- 
ceive the  furrendry  of  this  priory;  and  accordingly  the 
above  mentioned  prior  and  convent,  by  their  inftru- 
ment,  under  their  common  feal,  dated  April  8,  that 
year  ( 1540)  with  their  unanimous  afi'ent  and  confent, 
deliberately,  and  of  their  own  certain  knowledge  and 
mere  motion,  from  certainjuft  and  reafonable  caules, 
efpecially  moving  their  minds  and  conlciences,  of 
their  own  free  good  will,  gave  and  granted  all  that 
their  monaftery,  and  the  fcite  thereof,  with  all  their 
churches,  yard,  debts,  and  moveable  goods,  together 
with  all  their  manors,  demefnes,  mefluages,  &c.  to 
king  Henry  VIII.  with  a general  warrantry  againft  all 
perfons  whatfoever.  This  deed  was  executed  in  the 
prefence  of  a mafter  in  chancery,  and  was  afterwards 
inrolled  in  the  court  of  augmentation. 

The  prior  above  mentioned,  after  the  difTolution 
of  this  monaftery,  again  took  on  him  his  original  fa- 
mily and  lay  name  of  Phillips  ; for  when  any  perfon 
took  upon  him  the  monaftic  habit,  he  immediately 
aflumed  the  name  of  the  place  of  his  dwelling  or  birth, 
that  by  having  io  done,  he  might  be  divefted  and  ali- 
enated from  all  former  family  connections  and  rela- 
tionfhip,  and  confider  himlelf  entirely  as  the  fon  of 
the  church,  and  as  having  no  other  relations  than 
thofe  who  were  his  brethren  in  the  monaftery. 

The  priory  of  Rochefter  was  valued  at  48 61.  11s. 
3d.  yearly  income  ;h  the  whole  of  which  came  into 
the  king’s  hands,  as  above  mentioned  ; who,  though 
he  was  empowered  by  parliament  to  eredt  new  fees, 
and  ecclefiaftical  corporate  bodies  out  of  the  eftates 

h Tan.  Not.  Mon.  p.  202.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  85. 
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belonging  to  thefe  fupprelfed  monafteries,  yet  more 
than  two  years  pafied  before  there  was  any  new  efta- 
blithment  founded  by  him  here. 

After  the  diflolution  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter, 
king  Henry  VIII.  by  his  charter  under  his  privy  feal, 
dated  June  1 8,  in  his  33d  year,  founded  within  the 
precinbts  of  the  late  monaftery  here,  to  the  glory  and 
honour  of  Chrift  and  the  Blelfed  Virgin  Mary,  a 
cathedral  church  of  one  dean  and  fix  preben- 
daries, who  were  to  be  priefts,  together  with  other 
minifters  neceflary  for  the  performing  of  divine  fer- 
vice,  in  future  to  be  called,  The  Cathedral  church  of 
Chrift  and  the  Bleft'ed  Virgin  Mary  of  Rochefter , and  to 
be  the  epifcopal  feat  of  the  bilhop  of  Rocheftet  and 
his  fuccelfors;  and  he  granted  the  lame  epifcopal  feat 
within  the  precin&s  of  the  late  monaftery,  to  him 
and  his  fuccelfors  for  ever ; and  he  appointed  Walter 
Philippes,  late  prior  there,  the  firft  dean  of  this  church, 
and  Hugh  Aprice,  John  Wildbore,  Robert  Johnfon, 
John  Symkins,  Robert  Salifbury,  and  Richard  Engeft, 
the  fix  prebendaries  of  it  ; and  he  incorporated  them 
by  the  name  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  it,  and  gran- 
ted that  they  fhould  have  perpetual  fucceftion,  and 
be  the  chapter  of  the  biihopric  of  Rochefter,  to 
plead  and  be  impleaded  by  that  name, , and  have  a 
common  feal  ; and  he  granted  to  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter and  their  fuccelfors,  the  fcite  and  precinbts  of  the 
late  monaftery,  the  church  there,  and  all  things  what- 
foever  within  it,  excepting  and  referying  to  the  king 
the  particular  buildings  and  parts  of  it  therein  men- 
tioned; which  premiles,  or  at  leaft  the  greateft  part 
of  them,  feem  to  have  been  afterwards  granted  to  the 
dean  and  chapter ; and  alfo  excepting  always  to  the 
bilhop  of  Rochefter  and  his  fuccelfors,  the  great  tuef- 
fuage,  called  the  Bi (hop’s  palace,  with  all  other  his 
lands  and  tenements,  in  right  of  his  bifhopric,  to  hold 
the  faid  fcite,  precinbts,  church,  and  appurtenances, 
to  the  dean  and  chapter  and  their  fuccefiors  for  ever, 
in  pure  and  perpetual  alms ; and  he  granted  them  fu  1 
: power 
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power  of  making  and  admitting  the  inferior  officers 
of  the  church,  and  afterwards  of  corre&ing  and  dis- 
placing them  as  they  thought  fit  j Saving  to  the  king 
the  full  power  of  nominating  the  dean  and  Six  preben- 
daries, and  alSo  fix  almfmen,  by  his  letters  patent,  as 
often  as  they  Ihould  become  vacant ; and  laftly,  he 
granted,  that  they  fhould  have  thcfe  his  letters  patent 
made  and  Sealed  in  the  accuftomed  manner,  under  his 
great  Seal.  Thefe  letters  patent  were  Sealed  with  the 
great  Seal,  June  20th  following. 

The  dotation  charter , under  the  king’s  privy  Seal,  is 
dated  the  Same  day  ; by  which  he  granted  to  the  dean 
and  chapter,  and  their  fucceffors,  Sundry  premises,  ma- 
nors, lands,  tenements,  rents,  advowfons  and  appro- 
priations, part  of  the  pofTeffions  of  the  late  priory  of 
Rochefter,  of  the  late  priory  of  Ledys,  of  the  hofpital 
of  Stroud  and  of  the  priory  of  Boxley,  in  the  counties 
of  Kent,  Buckingham,  Surry,  and  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, to  hold  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  and  he  granted 
them,  and  each  of  them  to  be  exempt  and  discharged 
from  all  payments  of  firft  fruits  and  tenths,  referving 
to  him  and  his  fucceffors,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  yearly  Sum 
of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  (which  rent  has 
been  Since  increafed  to  1 24I  6s.  for  reafons  as  has  been 
already  mentioned  under  Sonthfleet  and  Shorne  in  the 
former  volumes  of  this  hiftory)  and  laftly,  that  they 
fhould  have  thefe  his  letters  patent  made  and  Sealed 
with  his  great  Seal,  &c.  On  the  4th  of  July  following, 
the  king  granted  a commiffion  to  George,  lord  Cob- 
ham,  and  others,  reciting,  that  whereas  he  had  lately 
founded  and  ere&ed  the  Said  cathedral  church  in  the 
Scite  and  place  of  the  late  priory  at  Rochefter,  and  in 
the  Same  one  dean,  fix  prebendaries,  Six  minor  canons, 
one  deacon  and  Subdeacon,  fix  lay  clerks,  one  mafter 
of  the  chorifters,  eight  chorifters,  one  teacher  of  the 
boys  in  grammar,  to  confift  of  twenty  Scholars,  two 
fubfacrifts,  and  fix  poor  men,  he  gave  power  and  au- 
thority to  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  repair  to  the 
Scite  of  the  late  priory,  and  there,  according  as  they 

thought 
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thought  fit,  to  allot  the  whole  of  it,  and  to  aflign  to 
the  dean  and  canons  feparate  and  fit  (tails  in  the  choir, 
and  feparate  places  in  the  chapter  there,  and  to  allot  to 
the  dean  the  new  lodging,  containing  two  parlours,  a 
kitchen,  four  bedchambers,  the  gallery,  the  ftudy  over 
the  gate,  with  all  other  buildings  leading  to  the  houfe 
of  John  Symkins,  one  of  the  refidentiaries,  together 
with  the  garden  adjoining,  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
king’s  lodging.  The  hay,  barn  in  the  woodyard  of 
the  dean  under  the  veftry,  a (table  for  the  dean  adjoin- 
ing the  gate  of  the  tower,  and  the  pidgeon  houfe  on 
the  wall  adjoining  the  ponds ; and  alfo  to  the  preben- 
daries and  minor  canons  and  other  minifters,  and  per- 
sons above-mentioned,  and  to  each  of  them,  according 
to  their  degree,  convenient  houfes,  and  places^  about 
the  church  to  be  divided  and  aiTigned  to  each  of  tnem, 
as  far  as  the  buildings  and  ground  of  the  feite  would  al- 
low, fo  that  the  faid  dean  and  canons  might  have  fepa- 
rate houfes  for  their  convenient  habitation,  and  that  tnc 
reft  of  the  minifters  and  perfons,  that  is,  minor  canons, 
deacon  and  fubdeacon,  lcholars,  choirifters,  and  upper 
and  under  mafter,  fhould  have  fmaller  houfes,  in  which 
they  and  their  families  fhould  inhabit,  and  further,,  that 
they  fhould  put  the  dean,  canons  and  other  minifters 
in  poffefiion  of  the  houfes  and  premises  lo  afiigned  as 
aforefaid,  provided  always,  that  the  laid  minor  canons, 
and  other  minifters  (except  the  dean  and  prebendaries) 
fhould  eat  at  one  common  table,  according  to  the  fta- 
tutes  to  be  preferibed  to  them,  and  that  they  fhould 
certify  under  their  feals  to  the  chancellor  and  court  of 
augmentation  what  they  had  done  in  it. 

About  three  years  afterwards,  a body  of  ftatutes  for 
the  government  of  this  church  was  delivei  eel  to  it  by 
three  commifiioners  appointed  by  the  king  foi  that 
purpofe,  but  like  many  others,  they  were  neither  under 
the  great  feal  nor  indented,  fo  that  their  validity  con- 
tinued in  difpute  till  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  in  the 

fixth  year  of  whofe  reign,  an  act  pafled  to  make  them 

good 
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good  and  valid  in  law,  fo  far  as  they  were  not  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  conftitution  of  the  church,  or  the  laws 
of  the  land. 

In  thefe  ftatutes,  befides  the  members  already  men- 
tioned, there  is  named  a porter,  who  was  likewife  to 
be  a barber,  a butler,  a cook  and  an  under-cook ; all 
the  members  (till  fubfift  in  this  church,  except  the  dea* 
con  and  fubdeacon,  the  butler,  cook  and  under-cook  ; 
the  two  firft  have  been  difuled  ever  fince  the  reforma- 
tion, or  at  leaft  very  foon  afterwards,  and  the  other 
three  are  not  neceffary,  as  there  is  not  any  common 
table  kept,  nor  indeed  does  there  appear  to  have  been 
one  kept  as  directed  by  the  ftatutes,  for  the  feveral 
members  of  this  church,  excepting  the  dean  and  pre- 
bendaries, and  the  fix  almfmen.  There  were  alio  by 
the  ftatutes  yearly  exhibitions  of  five  pounds  to  be  paid 
to  four  fcholars,  two  at  each  univerfity.  By  the  ftatutes 
they  were  to  be  more  than  fifteen,  and  under  twenty 
years  of  age,  to  be  chofen  from  this  lchool  in  prefer- 
ence, and  if  none  fuch  were  here,  then  from  any  other, 
fo  that  there  were  neither  fellow  or  fcholar  in  either 
univerfity  ; the  penfion  of  five  pounds  to  continue  till 
they  commenced  bachelor,  and  that  within  the  fpace  of 
four  years  ; after  which  they  were  to  enjoy  the  fame  for 
three  years  ; when  commencing  matter  of  arts  they 
were  to  be  allowed  fix  pounds  per  annum,  and  after 
that  61.  13s.  4d.  The  college  to  be  at  the  option  of 
the  dean,  or  vice-dean,  and  chapter,  who  nominate  the 
fcholars,  and  forty  pounds  was  directed  to  be  laid  out 
yearly  in  charity,  and  the  repairing  of  highways  and 
bridges. 

By  the  charter  of  foundation,  king  Henry  VIII.  re- 
ferved  to  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  the  right  of  nomi- 
nating and  appointing,  by  his  letters  patent,  the  dean 
and  prebendaries,  and  by  the  ftatutes  the  dean  muft  be 
a doctor  of  divinity,  a batchelor,  or  doctor  of  law,  and 
each  of  the.  prebendaries  the  fame,  or  mafter  of  arts,  or 
batchelor  of  laws,  and  to  be  appointed  by  the  king’s 

letters 
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letters  patent  under  his  great  feal,  and  prefented  to  the 
bifhop.  The  dean  continues  to  be  nominated  by  the 
king,  four  of  the  prebends  are  in  the  gift  of  the  lord- 
keeper  of  the  great  feal,  one  is  annexed  by  letters  pa- 
tent, and  confirmed  by  a<5t  of  parliament,  anno  1 2 queen 
Anne,  to  the  provoftfhip  of  Oriel  college,  in  Oxford, 
and  confirmed  by  parliament  the  fame  year,  and  ano- 
ther was  by  letters  patent,  anno  13  king  Charles  I.  an- 
nexed to  the  archdeaconry  of  Rochefter.  The  crown 
likewife  nominates  the  fix  poor  bedefmen,  who  are  ad- 
mitted by  warrant  under  the  fign  manual ; thefe  are  in 
general  old  and  maimed  failors,  who  are  penfioners  of 
the  cheft  at  Chatham. 

Walter  Phillips , the  lafl  prior,  on  the  furrendry  of 
this  monaftery  into  the  king’s  hands,  was,  by  the  foun- 
dation charter  of  the  dean  and  chapter,  dated  June  18, 
anno  33  Henry  VIII.  appointed  the  jirjl  dean . He 
died  in  1 570.1 

Edmund  Freake , S.  T.  P.  was  inftalled  in  1570,  and 
was  confecrated  bifhop  of  Rochefter  in  1571. 

Thomas  Willoughby , S.  T.  P.  and  prebendary  of 
Canterbury,  in  1574,  he  died  in  1 5 85. 

John  Coldivell , M.  D.  of  St.  John’s  college,  Cam- 
bridge, in  1585,  and  was  confecrated  bifhop  of  Salif- 
bury  in  1591. 

Thomas  Blague , S.  T.  P.  mafter  of  Clare-hall,  and 
reftor  of  Bangor,  in  1591,  and  died  in  1611. 

Richard  Milbourne , A.  M.  re£tor  of  Cheam,  in  Sur- 
ry, and  vicar  of  Sevenoke,  in  1611,  and  was  eonfe- 
crated  bifhop  of  St.  David’s  in  161 5.* 

Robert  Scotty  S.  T.  P.  and  mafter  of  Clare-hall,  in 
1615.  He  died  in  16  20. 

Godfrey  Goodmany  a native  of  Eftex,  and  fellow  of 
Trinity  college,  then  mafter  of  Clare-hall,  Cambridge, 

1 See  a lift  of  the  deans  in  Le  Neve’s  Fafti,  p.  S52.  Hiftory  of 
Rochefter,  printed  in  1723,  p 102. 

k He  was  afterwards  tranflated  to  Carlifte. 

vol.  iv.  h afterwards 
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afterwards  prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  reftor  of  Kern- 
merton,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  and  Weft  Ifley,  ■" ‘ Berk 
flrire,  and  S.  T.  P.  in  1620,  and  was  confecrated  bifliop 

of Glouceftcr  in  1624*  t . , nQT'P 

Waller  Balcanqua/l , a native  of  Scotland,  and  S .T.  V. 
in  1624.  He  was  tirft  fellow  of  Pembroke-hall,  Cam- 
bridge? then  mafter  of  the  Savoy.1  ^ He  refigned  this 

deanVv  for  that  of  Durham  in  1 63  8 -m 

S-  T-  P’  of  « thrift-church  Oxford 

archdeacon  of  Colchefter,  refidentiary  or  St.  1 aul  s, 
and  canon  of  Chrift-church,;  m 1638,  and  was  conle- 

crated  biftvopof  Chichefter  in  164 1.  . f 

thmae  ‘turner,  S.  T.  P.  canon  refidentiary  of  St 
Path’s,  London,  reftor  of  St.  Olave’s,  Southwaik,  and 
of  Fetcham,  in  Surry,  in  1641,  and  was  made  dean  of 

C3Te^aJn  L^ey,'  S.T.  P.  mafter  of  Pembroke  draft, 
vicar  of  Soham,  in  Cambndgefhire,  reftor  of  Bunton, 
in  Hampftrire,  and  prebendary  of  W eftmmfter  and 
Wincheftcr,  in  1660,  and  was  conle crated  bilhop  o. 
Peterborough,  at  the  latter  end  of  that  year. 

Nathaniel  Hardy  S.  T.  P.  reftor  o f St.  Dioms 
Backchlirch,  archdeacon  of  Lewes,  and  reftor -of ^ Hen- 
ley upon  Thames,  in  1660.  He  died  at  Croydon  m 
.67c  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Martin  s in 
the  Fields,  of  which  church  he  was  vicar,  having  een 
by  his  will  a £0cd  benefaftor  to  the  members  of  this 
cathedral,  and  their  fucceffors,  as  well  as  to  the  panfhes 

°fSm,  S.  T.  P.  fucceeded  in  1670.  He  had 
been  canon  ofWindfor,  archdeacon  of  Berks,  and  pre 

■ Willis’s  Cath.  vol.  i.  f.  m. 

^ tote  A^^-T^P-  «V  ftfP 

choraL  D.  D.  fucceeded  Dr.  Balcanquall,  and  died  1636. 

Cl  " t"kers  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  part  n P-  . 

o Whence  he  was  tranflated  to  Lincoln.  \\  ilUs  s Cathedral, 

wo),  i.  p-  7r 
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iident  of  St.  John’s  college,  Oxford.  He  wasconic- 
crated  bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  at  the  end  ot  the  year 

l6¥bomas  Lmplugh,  S.T.  P.  in  1672.  He  was  firft 
fellow  of  queen’s  college,  Oxford,  then  principal  ot  Al- 
ban-hall,  and  vicar  of  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Welds.  Me 
was  confecrated  bifhop  of  Exeter  in  1676.’ 

John  Cajiilion , S.  T.  P.  prebendary  of  Canterbury, 
and  vicar  of  Minder,  in  Thanet,  in  1676.  He  died  in 
1688,  and  was  buried  in  Canterbury  cathedral. 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Cadilion,  Simon  Lowth,  A.  M. 
was  nominated  that  year  by  king  James  II.  to  fucceed 
him;  but  not  being  qualified  as  to  his  degree  accoicing 
to  thedatutes,  his  admittance  and  indallation  was  re- 
fufed,  and  the  revolution  quickly  after  following,  he 
was  fet  afide,  and  Dr.  Ullock  was  nominated  in  his 

it  C (if  1 

Henry  Ullock , S.  T.  P.  dicceeded  in  1689,  at  that 
time  prebendary  of  this  church,  and  reftor  of  Ley- 
borne.  He  died  in  1706,  and  was  buried  there. 

Samuel  Pratt , S.  T.  P.  clerk  of  the  clofet,  fuweedpd 
in  1706/  He  was  canon  of  Windfor,  vicar  of  Twick- 
enham, and  chaplain  of  the  Savoy  chapel.  He  died 

Nicholas  Claggelt,  S.  T.  P.  reaor  of  Brington,  in 
Northamptonfhire,  and  of  Overton  finecure,  in  Hamp- 
lhire,  and  archdeacon  of  Buckingham  in  1724*  He 
was  promoted  to  the  bifliopric  ot  St.  David  s in  1731. 

Thomas  Herring,  S.  T.  P.  was  firft :of  Jefus  co  ege, 
Cambridge,  and  afterwards  fellow  of  Bennet  college. 
After  a variety  of  parochial  preferments  he  was  ac  - 
vanced  to  this  deanry  in  1731,  which  he  held  in  iom; 
mendam  from  1737,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  ji- 

p He  was  afterwards  tranflated  to'  Winchefter.  , 

q He  was  afterwards  tranflated  to  \ ork.  Willis  5 Cathedral* 

The" docquet  for  the  grant  bears  date  July  26,  1706.  Harl. 
MSS,  No.  2262-192. 
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fhopric  of  Bangor  till  his  tranflation  to  the  archbilhop- 

ric  of  York  in  1743.*  , ,T,r  ~ . 

William  Bernard,  S.  T.  P.  prebendary  of  Weftmin- 
fter,'  fucceeded  in  1743.  but  next  year  was  promoted 

to  the  lee  of  Raphoe,  in  Ireland.  , . « 

John  New  come,  S.  T.  P.  lady  Margaret  s le dure  r 

of  divinity,  and  mailer  of  St.  J ohn’s  college,  Cambndge, 

in  1744.  He  had  fupplied  the  divinity  chair  at  Cam- 
bridge with  great  reputation,  during  the  latter  part  ot 
Dr.  Bentley’s  life,  then  regius  profejfor,  who  f°r  ley'eral 
years  before  his  death  had  retired  from  all  public  buii- 
nefs.  He  died  in  1765. 

William  Markham , LL.  D.  and  prebendary  ot  Dur- 
ham, in  1765.  Pie  was  a great,  benefaftor  to  the 
deanry-houfe,  the  two  wings  of  which  were  erected  by 
him,  but  were  not  finilhed  before  his  quitting  this  pre  - 
ferment for  the  deanry  of  Chrift-church,  Oxford,  which 


he  did  in  1767/  c c 

Benjamin  Newcombe , S.  T.  P.  and  rector  of  >-t. 
Mildred’s,  in  the  Poultry,  in  1767.  He  was  afterwards 
vicar  of  Lamberhurft,  and  died  at  Rochelter  in  1775* 
Thomas  Thurlozv , D.  D.  and  mailer  of  the  Temple, 
in  177  <,  was  in  1779  made  bilhop  of  Lincoln.*  . 

Richard  Cujl , S.  T.  P.  canon  of  Chrift-church,  in  * 
Oxford,  which  he  refigned  on  this  promotion.  He 
was  a younger  brother  of  the  late  Sir  John  Cull,  bart. 
of  Lincoln  lb  ire,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
uncle  to  lord  Brownlow.  He  refigned  this  deanry  in 
178 1,  on  being  made  dean  of  Lincoln,  and  refidentiary 

of  that  cathedral. 


s In  174.7  he  was  promoted  to  the  archbifliopric  of  Canter- 
bury, and  died  at  Croydon  ten  years  afterwards.  Hiftory  ot  Ro- 

chefter,  p.  199.  . . , . , 

* He  kept  his  prebend  in  commcndam  with  Ins  deanry. 

u He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  bifhopric  of  Derry, 
w He  was  jn  i77I  advanced  to  the  fee  of  Chefter,  and  fince  to 

the  archbifliopric  of  York. 

* Brother  to  lord  Thurlow,  latedord  chancellor. 


Thomas 
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Thomas  Dampier,  fon  of  Thomas  Dampier,  dean  of 
Durham,  was  educated  at  Eton,  and  was  afterwards 
fellow  of  King’s  college,  in  Cambridge,  vicar  of  Box- 
ley,  prebendary  of  Durham,  and  mafter  of  Sherborne 
hofpital.  In  1780  he  was  created  by  royal  mandate 
S.  T.  P.  and  in  March  1782,  fucceeded  to  thisdeanry, 
with  which  he  holds,  excepting  the  fellowfhip,  the  fe- 
veral  preferments  before-mentioned. 

The  cathedral  church  of  Rochester  is  fitu- 
ated  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
middle  of  the  High-ftreet,  within  the  antient  gate  of 
the  priory. 

This  church  was  rebuilt  by  bifhop  Gundulph  in  the 
year  1080,  and  fome  part  of  this  building  (till  remains. 
The  whole  bears  venerable  marks  of  irs  antiquity,  but 
time  has  fo  far  impaired  the  flrength  of  the  materials 
with  which  it  is  built,  that  in  all  likelihood  the  care 
and  attention  of  the  prefent  chapter  towards  the  fup- 
port  of  it  will  not  be  fufficient  to  prevent  the  fall  of 
great  part  of  it  at  no  great  diftance  of  time. 

The  cathedral  confifts  of  a body  and  two  ifles,  the 
length  of  it  from  the  weft  door  to  the  ftepsof  the  choir 
is  fifty  yards  ; at  the  entrance  of  the  choir  is  the  lower 
or  great  crofs  ifle,  the  length  of  which  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  feet;  from  the  fteps  of  the  choir  to 
the  eaft  end  of  the  church  is  fifty-two  yards  ; at  the 
upper  end  of  the  choir  is  another  crofs  ifle  of  the  length 
of  ninety  feet.  In  the  middle  of  the  weftern  crofs  ifle, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  choir,  {lands  the  fteeple,  which 
is  a fpire  covered  with  lead,  being  one  hundred  and 
fifty-fix  feet  in  height,  in  which  hang,  fix  bells.  Be- 
tween the  two  crofs  ifles,  on  the  north  fide  without  the 
church,  ftands  an  old  ruined  tower,  no  higher  than  the 
roof  of  the  church.  This  is  generally  allowed  to  have 
been  ereCted  by  bifhop  Gundulph,  and  there  is  a tradi- 
tion of  its  having  been  called  the  bell  tower,  and  of 
its  having  had  five  bells  hanging  in  it ; yet  the  better 
conjecture  is,  that  it  was  firft  intended  a$  a place  of 
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ftrength  and  fecurity,  either  as  a treafury  or  a repofi- 
tory  for  records.  The  walls  of  it  are  fix  feet  truck, 
and  the  area  on  the  infide  twenty-four  feet  Iquare.  On 
the  oppofite  fide,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  fouth  ifle,  is  a 
chaoel  of  a later  date  than  the  ifle,  wherein  the  bi- 
fhop’s  confiftory  court  is  held,  and  where  early  prayers 
were  ufed  to  be  read  till  within  thefe  few  years.  The 
roof  of  the  nave  or  body  of  the  church,  from  the  weft 
end  to  the  firft  crofs  ifte,  is  flat  at  the  top  like  a parifh 
church,  as  it  is  likewife  under  the  great  fteeple  ; but 
all  the  other  parts,  viz.  the  four  crofs  ifles,  the  choir, 
and  thofe  on  each  fide  of  it,  except  the  lower  fouth  ifle, 
which  was  never  finifhed,  are  handfomely  vaulted  with 
ftone  groins. 

The  choir  is  upwards  of  five  hundred  and  le  venty  years 
old,  being  firft  ufed  at  the  conlecration  of  Henry  de 
Sandford  in  1227.  It  is  ornamented,  as  well  as  other 
parts  of  the  church,  with  imall  pillars  of  Petvvorth  mar- 
ble, which  however,  as  well  as  many  of  thole  in  a 
neighbouring  cathedral,  have  been  injudiciou fly  covered 
with  whitewafti,  and  feveralof  them  with  thick  coats 
of  plaifter.  The  choir  was  repaired,  as  to  new  wain- 
fcot,  ftalls,  pews,  &c.  at  a large  expence,  in  1743,  and 
very  handfomely  new  payed;  at  which  time  the  bifliop  s 
throne  was  rebuilt  at  the  charge  ot  biflaop  Wilcocks. 

The  oraan  is  over  the  entrance  into  the  choir.  The 
late  one  w&as  erefted  early  in  the  laft  century,  and  was 
but  a very  indifferent  inftrument.  In  the  room  of 
which  a new  one,  built  by  Green,  was  ere&ed  .m 
in  1791,  which  is  efteemed  an  exceeding  good  in- 
ftrument. , , 

At  the  north  end  of  the  upper  crofs  ifle,  near  the 

pulpit,  is  a chapel,  called  St.  v\  illiams  s chapel,  a faint 
whofe  repute  brought  fiich  confiderable  profit  to  this 
priory,  as  to  r’aife  it  from  a ftate  of  poverty  to  affluence 
and  riches.  A large  ftone  cheft,  much  defaced,  is  2li 
that  remains  of  his  Ihrine. 


At 
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At  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  oppofite  crofs  ifle  is 
an  arched  door-way,  richly  carved  and  ornamented 
with  a variety  of  figures,  which  formeily  led  to  the 
chapter-houfe  of  the  priory,  in  the  room  of  which  there 
is  ere&ed  a fmall  mean  room,  which  is  made  ufe  of  as 
a chapter-houfe  and  library  ; for  the  increate  of  this 
library,  the  fame  as  was  intended  at  Canterbury  ; 
every  new  dean  and  prebendary  gives  a certain  fum  of 
money  at  their  admifiion  towards  theincreafeof  books  in 
it,  inftead  of  making  an  entertainment,  as  was  for- 
merly the  cuftom.  In  this  library  is  that  well  known 
and  curious  MSS.  called  the  T'extus  RoffenfiSy  compiled 
chiefly  by  bifhop  Ernulfus  in  the  12th  century,  which 
was  publilhed  by  Thomas  Hearne,  from  a copy  in  the 
Surrenden  library.  During  the  troubles  in  the  lafl  cen- 
tury this  MSS.  was  conveyed  into  private  hands,  nor  could 
the  dean  and  chapter  after  the  reftoration,  for  two  years, 
difeover  where  it  was ; and  at  lafl;  they  were  obliged  to 
folicit  the  court  of  chancery  for  a decree  to  recover  it 
again.  Since  which  they  have  been  once  more  in  great 
danger  of  being  deprived  of  it ; for  Dr.  Harris,  having 
borrowed  it  for  the  ufe  of  his  intended  hiftory  of  this 
county,  lent  it  up  to  London  by  water,  and  the  veflel 
being  by  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  overfet,  this  MSS. 
lay  for  fome  hours  under  water  before  it  was  diicovered, 
which  has  fomewhat  damaged  it. 

There  is  alfo  another  antient  MSS.  here,  entitled 
Cujiumale  Roffenfe , thought  by  fome  to  be  more  antient 
than  the  other.  Great  part  of  this  MSS.  has  been  pub- 
lifhed  by  Mr.  Thorpe  in  a volume  under  that  title. 

Near  the  weft  end,  in  the  fame  ifle,  is  a fquare  cha- 
pel, called  St.  Edmund’s  chapel ; hence  you  defeend 
into  the  undercroft,  which  is  very  fpacious  and  vaulted 
with  ftone.  There  feems  to  have  been  part  of  it  well 
ornamented  with  paintings  of  figures  and  hiftory,  but 
the  whole  is  fo  obliterated,  that  nothing  can  be  made 
out  what  it  was  intended  for. 
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The  body  of  this  church,  the  greateft  part  of  which 
is  the  fame  as  was  ere£ted  by  bifhop  Gundulph,  is  built 
with  circular  arches  on  large  many  pillars,  with  plain 
capitals  ; the  lmaller  arches  above  them  being  deco- 
rated with  zigzag  ornaments.  The  roof  of  the  nave 
feems  to  have  been  raifed  fince,  and  all  the  windows 
made  new  and  enlarged  at  different  times,  particularly 
the  large  one  in  the  weft  front ; though  the  roof  is 
now  flat,  by  the  feet  of  the  groins  ftill  remaining,  it 
appears  as  if  this  part  of  the  church  had  been,  or  at 
leaft  was  intended  to  be  vaulted.  The  breadth  of  it, 
with  the  fide  iflrs,  is  twenty-two  yards.  The  weft  front 
extends  eighty-one  feet  in  breadth  ; the  arch  of  the 
great  door  is  certainly  the  fame  which  bifhop  Gun- 
dulph built,  and  is  a moft  curious  piece  of  workman- 
ftiip  ; every  (tone  has  been  engraved  with  fome  device, 
and  it  muft  have  been  very  magnificent  in  its  original 
ftate.  It  is  fupported  the  depth  of  the  wall,  on  each 
fide  the  door,  by  feveral  fmall  columns,  two  of  which 
are  carved  intoftatues  reprefentingGundulph’s  royal  pa- 
trons, Henry  I.  and  his  queen  Matilda.  The  capitals 
of  thefe  columns,  as  well  as  the  whole  arch,  are  cut 
into  the  figures  of  various  animals  and  flowers  The 
key-ftone  of  the  arch  feems  to  have  been  defigned 
to  reprefent  our  Saviour  in  a niche  with  an  angel 
on  each  fide,  but  the  head  is  broken  off ; under 
this  figure  are  twelve  others,  reprefenting  the  apoftles, 
few  of  which  are  entire. 

In  this  front  were  four  towers,  one  on  each  fide  the 
great  door,  and  the  others  at  the  two  extremes  ; three 
of  thefe  terminated  in  a turret,  and  the  other  in  an  oc- 
tangular tower,  above  the  roof.  I hat  tower  at  the 
north  corner  being  in  danger  of  filling,  was  taken 
down  a few  years  ago,  in  order  to  be  rebuilt.  Dean 
Newcombe  left  one  hundred  pounds  towards  the  finifh- 
ing  of  it.  Again  ft  the  lower  part  of  this  tower  was  the 
figure  of  bifhop  Gundulph,  with  his  crozier  in  his  hand  ; 
on  the  rebuilding  of  which  it  was  replaced,  but  the 

tower 
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tower  remains  unfinifhed,  at  not  half  the  height  it  was 
before,  to  the  great  disfigurement  of  the  front  of  this 
church.  Since  which  the  tower  at  the  oppofite,  or 
fouth-weft  corner,  being  ruinous,  has  likewife  been 
taken  down  even  with  the  roof  of  the  church. 

The  royal  grammar  fchool  of  this  foundation,  befides 
the  exhibitions  before-mentioned,  has  had  a later  bene- 
fadtor  in  Robert  Gunfley,  clerk,  redlor  of  Titfey,  in 
Surry,  who  by  his  will  in  16 1 8,  gave  to  the  matter  and 
fellows  of  Univerfity  college,  Oxford,  fixty  pounds  per 
annum,  for  the  maintenance  of  four  fcholars  to  be 
chofen  by  them  from  the  free  fchool  of  Maidttone, 
and  from  this  grammar  fchool,  luch  as  are  natives  of 
the  county  of  Kent  only,  of  whom  thofe  of  his  name 
and  kindred  to  have  the  preference,  who  are  to  be  al- 
lowed chambers,  and  fifteen  pounds  per  annum. 

To  conclude  the  account  of  this  priory  and  cathe- 
dral, it  lhould  be  obferved  that  the  precin&s  of  it, 
after  the  diflblution,  feem  to  have  been  a fcene  of  de- 
vaftation  and  confufion  : the  buildings  were  huge,  ir- 
regular and  ruinous,  and  little  calculated  to  be  turned 
into  fe  pa  rate  dwellings  for  fmall  private  families.  Even 
a century  afterwards,  in  the  great  rebellion  in  1647, 
they  were  reported  to  be  in  a ruinous  and  woeful  con- 
dition ; at  which  time  the  church  itfelf  does  not  feem 
to  have  been  much  better  ; for  archbifhop  Laud,  in 
his  return  of  the  ftate  of  this  diocefe  to  Charles  I. 
in  1633,  that  the  c^hedral  buffered  much  for  want 
of  glais  in  the  church  windows,  that  the  church-yard 
lay  very  indecently,  and  that  the  gates  were  down  ; 
about  nine  years  afterwards  this  church  iuflered  much 
from  the  fury  of  the  rebel  foldiers  under  colonel  Sandys, 
who  having  plundered  it,  and  broken  to  pieces  what 
they  could,  made  ufe  of  it  as  a tipling  houfe/  and  the 
body  of  the  church  was  ufed  as  a carpenter’s  fliop  and 

1 Merc.  Rufticus,  p.  135.  Hill:.  Rochefter,  p.  62. 
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yard,  fevertil  fawpits  being  dug,  and  frames  for  houfes 
made  by  the  city  joiners  in  it. 

After  the  reftoration  dean  Hardy  took  great  pains  to 
repair  the  whole  of  it,  which  was  effected  by  means  of 
the  benefactions  of  the  gentry  of  the  county,  and  7000I. 
added  by  the  dean  and  chapter ; notwithftanding 
which,  time  has  fo  corroded  and  weakened  every  part 
of  this  building,  that  its  future  exiftence  for  any  length 
of  time  has  been  much  feared,  but  this  church  has 
lately  had  every  endeavour  ufed,  and  great  repairs 
have  been  made  which  it  is  hoped  will  fccure  it  from 
the  fatal  ruin  which  has  threatened  it,  the  infide  has 
been  beautified,  and  being  kept  exceeding  clean,  it 
makes  at  this  time  a very  pleafing  appearance.  * 

In  this  cathedral,  among  other  monuments,  infcriptions.  See. 
are  the  following  : — In  the  choir,  within  the  altar  rails  on  thefouth 
wall,  under  three  fmall  arches,  are  pictures  of  three  bifhops  with 
their  mitres  and  crofiers,  now  almoft  defaced,  on  the  outline  thefe 
arms,  fuff,  the  fee  of  Rocheffer  ; fecond,  the  priory  of  Canter- 
bury ; third,  a crofs  quartier  pierced  azure  ; within  the  rails,  un- 
der the  north  and  fouth  windows,  are  feveral  ftone  coffins  and 
other  remains  of  bifhops  monuments,  but  no  infcriptions  or 
arms ; on  the  north  fide  the  choir  a large  altar  monument  for  bi- 
fliop  Lowe,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  thefe  arms  on  a bend,  three 
wolves  heads  erafed,  and  the  fame  with  the  addition  of  thole  of 
the  fee  of  Rocheffer  in  the  finifter  chief  point.  In  the  chapel , north 
of  the  choir,  under  an  arch  in  the  north  wall,  a tomb,  with  the 
figure  of  a bifliop,  for  Walter  de  I\lerton,  put  up  in  1598,  by 
Merton  college,  and  having  been  demoliflied  in  the  civil  war3, 
after  the  death  of  Charles  I.  again  repaired  by  them  in  1662,  on 
it  are  his  arms,  or,  three  chevronsparty  per  pale  argent  and  gules. 
At  the  eaftend  a beautiful  marble  tomb  for  bifhop  Warner,  obt. 
1666;  another  for  John  Lee  Warner,  S.  T.  P.  archdeacon,  and 
the  bifhops  nephew  and  heir,  obt.  1679,  Put  UP  by  his  fon 
Henry  Lee,  arms,  Lee  and  Warner  quartered  ; a tablet  for  Lee 
Warner,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  the  archdeacon,  obt.  1698.  In  the  cha- 
pel fouth  of  the  choir , are  three  feveral  defaced  tombs  of  the  antient 
bifhops  of  Rocheffer;  a memorial  for  Daniel  Prat,  A.  M.  fon  of 
dean  Prat,  and  redtor  of  Harrietlham,  obt.  1723.  In  the  nave, 
memorials  for  Chriffopher  Allen,  gent.  John  Gilman,  A.  M. 
prebendary,  rector  of  Kingfdown,  and  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  Ro- 
chefter,  obt.  1710,  Chriffopher,  fon  of  Richard  Fogge,  of  Til- 
manftone,  efq.  obt.  1 70S,  being  captain  of  the  Rupert,  and  Mary 

his 
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his  wife,  obt.  17x4,  for  Ifaac  Rutton,  gent,  and  Mary  his  wife, 
obt.  1665  ; a monument  and  memorial  for  Francis  Harrell,  ierjeant 
at  law,  obt.  1679,  Anne  his  wife,  1707;  another  tor  Francis 
Barrell,  efq.  obt.  1724,  Anne  his  wife,  obt.  1717;  a memorial 
for  Anne,  widow  of  Edmund  Barrell,  obt.  1710,  on  them  the 
arms  of  Harrell  ermine,  on  a chief  fable,  three  talbots  heads 
erafed  of  the  field,  langued  gules,  with  different  quarterings  and 
impalements.  In  the  fouth  (fie,  a monument  for  Richard  Somers, 
gent.  obt.  1682,  eredted  by  John  his  eldefl  ton,  arms,  Somer, 
with  impalements  and  quarterings.  In  the  fouth  oofs  ijle , memo- 
rials for  James  Thurlton,  attorney  at  law,  fon  of  Hearne,  and 
grandfon  of  George,  obt.  1695,  and  Mary  his  wife,  obt.  1724, 
eredted  by  his  fon  Morrell  Thurlton  ; on  the  ealt  wall  a monu- 
ment with  his  buff  in  an  oval,  tor  Sir  Richard  Head,  bart.  obt. 
1689,  put  up  by  Sir  Francis  Head,  bart.  a hatchment  for  Mary, 
wife  of  captain  Robert  Wilford,  obt.  1683,  in  the  middle  window 
argent,  a lion  paflant  gules,  between  two  cotizes  azure,  and  the 
date  1664.  In  the  north  crofs  ifle,  memorials  for  Margaret,  widow 
of  John  Pymm,  gent,  and  daughter  of  Finch  Dering,  gent,  of 
Charing,  obt.  16S4;  for  Auguftine  Cmiar,  M.  D.  obt.  x 6b 3 j on 
the  eaft  wall  a monument  for  Auguftine  Caefar,  M.  D.  obt.  1677  J 
on  the  eaft  wall  a monument  for  William  Streaton,  nine  times 
mayor,  and  a good  benefabtor  to  this  city,  obt.  1609;  in  one  of 
the  north  windows  thefe  arms,  Barry  of  eight,  or,  and  fable, 
eight  martlets  of  the  firft.  In  the  chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary , fouth 
of  the  nave,  a memorial  for  John  Ciompe,  eiq.  eldeft  Ion  of 
Benjamin  Crompe,  prebendary,  obt.  17x8  ; a monument  for  Ben- 
jamin Crompe,  A.  M.  rector  of  Halftow,  and  prebendary,  obt. 
1663  ; a memorial  for  Frances,  wife  of  Daniel  Hill,  prebendary, 
obt.  1706,  arms,  azure,  a book  expanded  argent,  garnifhed,  or, 
between  three  cherubims  of  the  3d,  with  impalements  ; on  a fmall 
brafs  plate  in  our  lady’s  chapel,  for  Frances  Hill,  obt.  1729, 
placed  by  Daniel  Hill,  S.  T.  P.  a monument  tor  Robert  Hill, 
third  fon  of  Daniel  and  Frances  Hill,  obt.  1729,  eredted  by  I ho- 
mas,  his  brother.  In  the  nave,  memorials  for  Ann  and  trances, 
wives  of  Francis  Barrell,  efq.  the  former  died  x 734,  the  latter 
1736;  for  Henry  Barrell,  fon  of  Francis  Barrell,  ferjcant  at  law, 
and  chapter  clerk,  obt.  1754;  for  Catherine,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Upcott,  efq.  obt.  1727  ; for  Jane,  wife  of  1 homas  Faunce, 
efq.  and  daughter  of  Edmund  Barrell,  prebendary,  obt.  1759 ; for 
Francis,  only  fon  of  Francis  Barrell,  elq.  obt.  1755*  In  the  fouth 
ifle,  memorials  for  John  Benfou,  A.  M.  rebtor  of  Halftow,  obt. 
1753;  for  Robert  Unitt,  obt.  1738  ; Elizabeth,  his  wife,  1739, 
Robert,  their  fon,  1754;  for  Edmund  Strange,  efq.  obt.  1756  ; 
and  Mary,  his  wife,  1760.  In  the  fouth  crofs  ifle,  a memorial  for 
John  Denne,  D.  D.  archdeacon  and  prebendary,  and  rector  of 
Lambeth,  obt.  1767;  a marble  tablet  fqr  Morrell  1 hurftone,  obt.^ 
unmarried,  1747  : memorials  for  George  Prat,  A.  M.  curate  ot 
‘ Chatham, 
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Chatham,  and  vicar  of  Boughton  Monchelfea,  obt.  1747,  an<l 
ried  in  the  fame  grave  with  his  brother  the  Rev.  Daniel  Prat ; for 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Prat,  A.  B.  obt.  1765,  fon  of  George  and  Mary 
Prat,  and  for  feveral  others  of  their  children  ; a mural  white  mo- 
nument, with  a lmall  bull  at  the  top,  fixed  to  the  wall  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  choir  entrance,  under  it,  Archetypum  hunc  de- 
dk  Jofeph  Broke  de  Satis  arm  ; underneath  a tablet  to  the  memory 
of  Richard  Watts,  efq.  a principal  benefactor  to  this  city,  obt. 
1579,  at  his  manfion  houfe  on  Bully-hill,  called  Satis,  the  mo- 
nument erefted  by  the  mayor  and  citizens  in  1736,  Richard 
Watts,  efq.  then  mayor.2 

At  the  south  west  corner  of  the  precin&s  of  the 
cathedral,  bifhop  Gundulph  feparated  a portion  of 
ground  for  an  habitation  for  himfelf  and  his  fuccef- 
fors ; and  though  there  is  no  particular  mention  of  a 
palace  for  near  eighty  years  after  his  death,  yet  there 
is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  think  he  built  himfelf  one 
here  at  the  time  he  re-edified  the  church  and  priory, 
with  the  offices  belonging  to  it,  when  he  feparated  his 
own  maintenance  from  that  of  the  monks,  and  lived 
no  longer  in  common  with  them,  as  one  family.  Bi- 
fhop Gilbert  dc  Glanvill,  who  came  to  the  fee  in 
1185,  is  recorded  to  have  rebuilt  all  that  had  been 
burned  down  of  this  palace  by  one  of  thofe  dreadful 
fires  which  laid  wafte  the  greateft  part  of  this  city. 
What  fituation  it  remained  in  till  the  time  of  bifhop 
Lowe  I have  not  difeovered ; but  he  feems  to  have 
rebuilt  it,  one  of  his  inftruments  being  dated  from 
his  new  palace  at  Rochefter,  in  the  year  1459.  But 
whether  the  building  was  not  fo  fubftantial  as  it 
ought  to  have  been,  or  that  the  fix  fucceeding  bifhops 
being  tranllated  to  better  fees,  the  repair  of  it  was  ne- 
gledted,  it  appears  to  have  been  but  a cold  and  un- 
comfortable habitation  when  bifhop  Filher  refided 
here,  in  1524;  for  Erafmus  of  Rotterdam,  in  his  let- 
ter to  him  that  year,  complains  of  the  bifhop’s  want 


1 Secthefe  monuments  and  inferiptions  more  at  large  in  Re- 
giftrum  Roffenfe,  p.  701. 
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Jof  attention  to  bis  health,  by  refiding  at  this  houfe, 
land  adds,  that  his  library  here  was  compofed  ot  fuch 
Ithin  walls,  that  the  air  came  in  through  the  crevices 
] of  them;  that  it  was  neither  wainfcotted  nor  floored 
1 with  wood,  having  only  a brick  pavement. 

This  learned  prelate  and  cardinal  was  the  laft  who 
J refided  here  ; and  after  the  Reformation,  which  loon 
1 followed,  not  only  this  houfe,  but  thofe  belonging  to 
j the  fee  at  Hailing  and  Trotefcliffe,  were  let  for  terms 
] of  years,  and  forfaken  for  the  palace  at  Bromley,  in 
I this  county,  as  a plealanter  ipot,  and  more  convenient 
| habitation  for  the  bifhops  of  this  lee.  T.  he  tenements 
| which  are  now  {landing  on  this  fcite,  on  the  fouth 
I fide  of  the  College-green,  were  ereded,  as  is  lup- 
I pofed,  by  thole  who  obtained  a grant  of  it  during  the 
I civil  wars,  before  which  it  mull  have  been  in  a deplo- 
I rable  fituation,  as  appears  by  the  return  of  the  furvey 
I made  by  the  parliamentary  commifiioners,  in  1647,  as 
J follows— The  fcite  of  the  palace,  containing  one  great 
j meffuage,  called  the  palace,  where  the  bi  111  op  s court 
is  heldt  four  rooms,  in  the  tenure  of  Bathe;  a gal- 
lery, divided  into  two  rooms  and  foui  chambers;  the 
ward,  a pnlon,  walh-houfe,  kitchen,  three  rooms,  an 
! orchard,  and  one  garden,  John  Walter,  fteward,  with 
I the  office  of  bailiff  and  beadle  to  all  the  manors,  ex- 
| cept  Bromley  and  the  keeping  of  the  gaol,  granted  by 
I patent  for  life : The  extended  rents  of  all  which  were 
only  12I.  13s.  4d.  The  prifon,  which  was  formerly 
a part  of  thele  buildings,  at  the  weft  end  of  them,  has 
been  diiufed  for  more  than  thirty  years;  and  near  the 
fpot  where  it  flood,  an  office  for  the  regnter  of  the 
diocefe  was  erected,  at  the  charge  of  bithop  .1  earcc, 

p in  1760.  . 

About  the  year  1678,  Francis  Head,  efq.  of  tms 
city,  by  his  will,  generoufly  bequeathed  his  manfion 
houfe,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Margaret,  to  the  bifliops 
of  this  fee,  for  their  better  accommodation  when  at 
Rochefter;  but  his  intent  was  unhandfomely  fruftra- 

ted, 
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ted,  by  the  bifhop’s  granting  a leafe  ot  it  foon  after- 
wards, in  which  date  it  has  continued  ever  lince. 

The  diocese  of  Rochester  is  the  fmalJeft  of 
•any  in  this  kingdom;  the  whole  of  it  is fituated  with- 
in the  weftern  divifion  of  this  county.  Jt  has  one 
archdeacon,  and  contains  ninety-nine  parillies,  in- 
cluded in  the  deanries  of  Rochefter*  Mailing,  and 
Dart  ford. 

The  deanry  of  Shoreham,  though  properly  indeed 
within  t his  diocefe,  yet  being  a peculiar  of  the  arch- 
bifhop,  is  fubjedt  to  his  immediate  jurifdidtion,  in 
like  manner  as  the  parifhes  of  Frekenham  ip  Suffolk, 
and  Ifleham,  inCambridgetbire,  as  belonging  to  this 
fee,  are  fubject  to  the  jurildidlion  of  the  biihops  of 
Rochefler,  and  not  to  thofe  of  Norwich. 

This  bilhopric  is  not  only  diftinguilhed  from  al- 
moft  every  other  in  the  kingdom,  by  the  narrowneis 
of  its  diitridl,  but  likewife  for  the  tlendernefs  of  its 
revenues.  Before  the  conquetl  the  revenues  of  it 
were  not  a fufficient  maintenance  for  the  bilbop  and 
four  or  five  fecular  priefts;  and  after  bilbop  Gundulf 
had  received  from  archbilliop  Lanfranc,  the  manors 
and  lands,  part  of  the  anticnt  poffefiions  of  this  lee* 
which  had  been  recovered  from  Odo,  the  great  bi- 
thop  of  Baieux,  at  the  famous  affembiy  at  Pinenden, 
and  had  gained  others  back  again  of  which  it  had 
been  deprived,  he  allotted  fo  large  a part  of  the  re- 
venues of  his  church  to  the  priory*  when  he  feparated 
his  own  from  thofe  of  the  monks,  that  his  luccelfors 
were  much  impoverilbed  by  it,  and  would  have  been 
more  fo,  had  not  bilbop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill  dilputed 
their  btle  to  them,  and  recovered  many  of  thefe  ma- 
nors and  churches  to  his  fee,  for  the  uie  of  himfelf 
and  his  lucceffors : and  yet  after  all  this,  the  income 
of  the  bilbop  of  Rochefter  was  fo  flender,  that  the 
biihops  were  compelled  to  retire  for  good  part  of  the 
year  to  tome  of  their  palaces  in  the  country,  with  a 
few  attendants,  nor  could  they  afford  to  attend  the 

parliament 
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parliament  or  council  at  any  diflance  beyond  London ; 
and  although  they  foliated  and  obtained  on  this  ac- 
count fome  appropriations  from  the  pope,  yet  from 
the  increafing  dearnefs  of  the  times,  they  felt  but  lit- 
tle benefit  from  them  and  the  monks,  though  they 
were  moil  plentifully  provided  for  in  companion  of 
their  bilhop,  yet  they  were  diilatisfied,  and  frequently 
laid  claim  to  part  of  his  maintenance,  and  put  him 
to  much  expence  in  defending  his  right;  indeed,  it 
was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  he  withilood  their  in- 
croachments.  However,  as  the  manors  and  pofief- 
fions  of  this  bifhopric  were  but  few,  fo  it  in  great 
meafure  efcaped  the  general  plunder  others  fullered 
at  and  after  the  Reformation. 

In  bifhop  Filher’s  time  the  income  of  this  fee 
amounted  to  only  300I.  in  the  king’s  books  it  is  va- 
lued at  3 $81.  4s.  9 id.  and,  like'many  other  ecclefi- 
aftical  benefices,  was  then  mod  probably  over  rated. 
In  the  year  1559,  the  clear  annual  profits  of  it  are 
laid  not  to  exceed  207I.  per  annum,  part  of  its  pof- 
feffions  being  then  wrefted  from  it  ;a  at  prefent  it  is 
about  600I.  clear  yearly  value,  notwithstanding  which 
many  of  the  bifhops  of  this  diocefe  may,  with  great 
truth,  be  (aid  to  have  been  inferior  to  few  of  their  bre- 
thren in  abilities  or  learning,  and  feveral  of  them  have 
enjoyed  the  higheft  polls  both  in  church  and  date. 

The  patronage  of  this  bifhopric,  in  very  early 
times,  feerns  to  have  been  wholly  annexed  to  the  fee 
of  Canterbury.  King  Joint,  by  his  letters  patent,  in 
his  1 6th  year,  reflored  it  to  archbifhop  Langton,  as 
his  right. b King  Henry  III.  in  his  10th  year,  con- 
firmed to  the  archbifhop  the  poffeffion  of  the  tempo- 
ralities of  this  fee  during  the  vacancy  of  it,  io  that  the 
archbifhop  at  fuch  times  always  feized  on  them,  and 
on  the  confecration  of  the  eledl  reflored  them  to  him, 

a Strype’s  Annals,  vol.  i.  p.  152. 

b Prynne’s  Antient  Records,  24,  27,  90.  Spelman’s  Works, 
part  ii.  p.  no. 
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on  his  performing  his  fealty  to  him,  as  the  archbi- 
fhop  in  his  turn  did  the  like  for  this  bifhopric  to  the 
king.  In  thefe  times  the  archbifhops  and  bifhops  of 
this  realm  ufually  kept  their  kennels  of  hounds,  as 
did  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter;  at  whofe  death,  as  ap- 
pears by  antient  records,  this  kennel  of  hounds  was 
rendered  to  the  archbifhop  as  a mortuary,  fo  likewife 
was  his  palfrey,  faddled  and  well  capri l'oned,  and  his 
filver  cup  ; and  to  the  king,  fede  vac  ante,  under  the 
name  of,  mu/a  canum  et  multura. 

For  many  years,  though  the  monks  of  Rochefter 
made  lome  thew  of  electing  a bifhop,  yet  their  choice 
was  almoft  always  made  in  conformity  to  the  archbi- 
fbop’s  Conge  de  lire  till  the  year  1 235,  when  the  arch* 
bifhop  refuting  to  confirm  the  election  of  Richard  de 
Wen’dover,  as  not  being  nominated  by  him,  the 
monks  appealed  to  Rome,  and  the  pope  confirmed 
their  choice,  and  prohibited  the  archbifhop  from  in- 
terfering any  more  in  the  elections  of  the  bifhops  of 
this  lee.  This  did  not  however  fecure  to  the  monks 
that  freedom  of  election  they  contended  for,  though 
the  archbifhop  could  not  interfere,  yet  the  pope  al- 
fumed  the  privilege  he  had  deprived  the  archbifhop 
of;  and  from  the  time  above  mentioned,  for  the  fpace 
of  one  hundred  years  and  upwards,  there  were  only 
two  bifhops  of  this  fee  that  were  not  advanced  to  it 
by  the  plenitude  of  the  papal  power,  the  fuccefiion  to 
it  being  provided  for  by  the  ufual  method  of  the  bull 
of  papal  provifion.  In  which  fituation  the  patronage 
of  it  continued  till  the  25th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when,  by  an  adt  then  pafled,  the  election  of  this  bi- 
fhop, as  well  as  the  others  in  this  realm,  was  to  be 
made  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  on  receiving  the  king’s 
Conge  de  lire,  with  which  a letter  was  to  be  lent,  con- 
taining the  name  of  the  perfon  they  fhould  eledt  and 
choofe ; in  which  method  the  elediion  of  the  bilbops 
of  this  fee  continue  to  be  made  at  this  time. 
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JuJhiSy  one  of  the  companions  of  St.  Auguftine,  at 
his  fir  ft  coming  hither,  was  made  by  him  the  firft 
bifhop  of  this  church,  in  604,  loon  after  the  building 
of  it,  and  he  feems  to  have  been  a perfon  eminent 
for  his  holinefs  and  integrity  of  life.  On  the  death 
of  king  Ethelbert,  which  happened  in  616,  Eadbala 
his  fonfticceeded  him  in  the  kingdom  of  Kent,  and 
immediately  forfook  the  Chriftian  religion  ; after 
which  the  torrent  of  infidelity  ran  fo  high,  that  Juftus 
was  obliged  to  abdicate  his  fee,  and  retire  to  France, 
from  whence  he  came  back  on  the  conversion  of  king 
Eadbald  again  to  Chriftianity,  and  exercifed  his  paf- 
toral  office  here  till  624,  when,  on  the  death  of  Mel- 
litus,  he  was  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury/  He 

appointed  4 . 

Romanus  to  fucceed  him  in  this  bijhopric  that  year, 
but  he  did  not  enjoy  it  long,  for  being  fent  to  Rome 
with  fome  letters  from  the  archbifhop  to  pope  Ho- 
norius,  he  was  unfortunately  drowned  before  he  reach- 
ed the  continent,  in  the  year  627.  After  which  there 
feems  to  have  been  fome  intermiffion  before  another 
bifhop  was  appointed  ; but  about  the  year  633,  Pau- 
linus,  who  came  over  with  St.  Auguftine  into  Britain, 
and  had  been  made  archbifhop  of  York,  from  whence 
he  had  been  obliged  to  fly  on  the  death  of  king  Ed- 
win, arriving  at  Rochefter,  and  finding  it  deftitute 
of  a paftor,  accepted  the  government  of  this  church 
at  the  deflre  of  archbifhop  Honorius.  He  continued 
bifhop  of  this  fee  till  his  death,  in  644  ; he  was  buried 
in  the  facrifty  of  his  church,  but  being  afterwards 
canonized  in  1704,  his  relics  were  removed,  and  placed 
in  a fllver  fhrine  in  the  body  of  the  new  church,  built 
by  bifhop  Gundulph,  to  which  a great  concoune  of 


c Hift.  Rochefter,  p.  109,  et  feq.  Brit.  Sanft.  vol.  ii.  p.  263, 
Godwin,  p.  519.  Ang.  Sacr.  p.  329. 
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people  afterwards  flocked,  and  many  rich  offerings 
were  made  at  it.  On  his  death, 

Ithamar , a Kentilh  man  born,  and  the  firft  of  this 
nation  that  had  been  made  a bilhop,  was  advanced 
by  archbifliop  Honorius  to  this  lee,  one  who  was  not 
at  all  inferior  to  any  of  his  predeceffors,  either  in  piety 
or  learning.  He  died  in  655,  and  was  buried  in  the 
body  of  this  church,  whence  on  account  of  the  many 
miracles  laid  to  be  wrought  at  his  tomb,  his  relics 
were  removed  and  enfhrined  by  bilhop  Gundulph  j 
this  Ihrine  was  afterwards  repaired  and  much  orna- 
mented by  bi  Hi  op  John,  who  believed  himfelf  cured 
of  a diltemper  in  his  eyes  by  touching  thefe  relics  ; 
on  thefe  accounts  he  was  canonized. 

D ami  anus , a South  Saxon,  fucceeded  Ithamar  in 
656,  on  whole  demife,  about  the  year  664,  this  fee 
remained  vacant  for  fome  time,  till,  at  length, 

Piitta  was  ordained  bifhop  by  archbifliop  Theo- 
dore, who,  though  well  fkilled  in  the  difcipline  of  the 
church,  was  contented  with  a private  ftation,  for 
which  he  was  more  fit  than  to  encounter  the  times  in 
a public  chara&er.  Being  difgulted  with  the  poverty 
of  his  fee,  he  had  thoughts  of  refigning  it,  when 
Ethelred,  kirg  of  Mercia,  entering  Kent,  and  burn- 
ing this  city,  together  with  part  of  the  church,  con- 
firmed him  in  that  deiign.  This  was  in  676,  after 
which  he  went  into  Mercia,  and  accepted  the  charge 
of  fome  fmall  retired  parifli,  under  Saxulf,  the  bilhop 
of  thofe  parts,  getting  his  living  moftly  by  teaching 
the  Roman  method  of  church  mulic,  in  which  occu- 
pation he  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  nor  would 
he  hearken  to  any  perfuafions  of  returning  to  his  bi- 
fhopric.  The  fee  of  Rochelter  was  at  this  time  in  a 
wretched  defolated  ftate,  the  church  was  greatly  da- 
maged, if  not  in  allies,  by  the  fire  above  mentioned, 
its  bifhop  was  fled,  and  its  revenues  fo  fcanty,  as  to 
induce  few  to  take  the  future  care  of  it ; however, 
archbifliop  Theodore  prevailed  on  one 
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Quichelm , or  Gulielmus  as  Bede  calls  him,  to  accept 
of  this  charge,  and  accordingly  ordained  him  bifhop 
of  Rochefter  about  the  latter  end  of  the  year  676  ; 
but  he  finding  himfelf  deftitute  of  a maintenance, 
abandoned  this  fee,  after  no  long  continuance  in  it. 
To  whom,  after  fome  fpace  of  time,  fucceeded 

Gehmund , who  continued  bilhop  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  the  year  692.  His  fucceffor  was 

Tobias,  a monk  of  Canterbury,  who  was  confecrated 
by  archbilhop  Brithwald.  He  was  an  Englilhman, 
and  was  well  /killed  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Saxon 
languages,  and  in  various  other  parts  of  learning,  be- 
ing a fcholar  of  archbilhop  Theodore,  and  Adrian, 
abbot  of  St.  Auftin’s.  He  died  in  the  year  726,  and 
was  buried  in  the  portico  of  St.  Paul,  within  the 
church  of  St.  Andrew,  which  he  had  made  as  a place 
for  his  own  burial. 

Adulf  fucceeded  the  fame  year,  and  died  in  741. 
His  fucceflor  was 

Dun , or  as  he  is  called  by  fome,  Duina ; he  was 
prefent  at  a council  held  at  Cliffe,  in  747. 

Eardulf  feems  to  have  been  confecrated  bifhop  of 
this  fee  foon  afterwards,  during  whofe  government 
here  the  church  of  Rochefter  may  be  (aid  to  have  re- 
covered in  fome  meafure  its  paft  misfortunes,  by  the 
countenance  and  afliftance  of  feveral  princes,  though 
ithere  appears  to  be  great  confufion  in  the  dates  of  the 
ifeveral  grants  made  to  it. 

Dior  an  fucceeded  him,  and  was  bilhop  in  778. 

Weremund , in  Englilh,  Worre , was  bilhop  in  788, 
land  died  foon  after  the  year  800. d 

Beornmod  was  foon  after  his  deceafe  appointed  to 
Ithis  fee  by  archbilhop  Athelard:  he  died  about  the 
ryear  841.  To  whom  fucceeded 

ladnoth , and  to  him  again 

Bedenoth,  concerning  whom  there  is  nothing  re- 
corded but  their  bare  names. 

u Or  rather,  according  to  Wharton,  about  802.  See  Ang.  Sac. 
p.  331,  et  feq. 
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Godzvyn  I.  fucceeded  him,  and  was  at  the  council 
at  KingSbury,  in  851,  being  probably  dean  of  Lon- 
don. From  this  period  to  the  Norman  conqueft  the 
account  of  the  bilhops  of  this  fee  is  mutilated  and 
uncertain.  The  deplorable  ftate  of  thole  times,  oc- 
casioned by  the  confufion  of  the  Danifh  wars,  darken- 
ing the  hiftory  of  both  church  and  ftate  with  impe- 
netrable obl'curity  ; fo  far  indeed  we  know  by  what 
followed,  that  molt  of  the  eftates  of  this  church  were 
wrefted  from  it,  by  one  fide  or  the  other,  none  of 
which  feem  to  have  been  reftored  till  after  the  Nor- 
man conqueft,  fo  that  this  church  and  its  bilhops 
muft  have  continued  in  a ftate  of  great  poverty  till 
that  time. 

Cutherwulf  was  bifhop  in  868. 

Swithulf  lucceeded  him,  and  appears  to  have  been 
bifhop  in  8 So  ; he  was,  in  897,  appointed  one  of  the 
guardians  of  the  weftern  part  of  Kent,  to  defend  it 
againll  the  Danes,  who  then  infefted  it,  foon  after 
which  he  died  of  the  plague. 

Biiiric  feems  to  be  the  next  bifhop  of  this  fee,  and 
he  prefided  here  in  the  year  938  and  945. 

Cheolmund  probably  fucceeded,  and  to  him 

Chineferth , who  died  before  the  year  9155. 

Alfstane  was  bifhop  after  him,  and  died  in  the  year 
984.  His  fuccefior  was 

Godwyn  II.  who  feems  to  have  been  the  fame  that 
king  Ethelred  II.  in  986,  having  taken  offence  at  his 
haughty  behaviour,  befieged  in  the  city  of  Rochefter; 
after  which  the  king  plundered  the  eftates  belonging 
to  the  church,  and  took  feverai  of  them  from  it,  how- 
ever before  his  death  he  made  fome  restitution  for 
thefe  injuries. 

Godzvyn  III.  was  the  next  bifhop,  and  feems  to 
have  been  the  fame  who  was  taken  prifoner  with 
archbifhop  Alphege,  when  Canterbury  was  furren- 
dered  to  the  Danes,  in  10 11,  and  who  is  mentioned 
in  a letter  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor,  as  bifhop  of 

Rochefter, 
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Rccheder,  as  late  as  the  year  1044;  he  mud  there- 
fore have  fat  in  this  fee  thirty-three  years  at  the  lead, 
but  how  long  he  lived  after  this  date  does  not  appear. 

Sward,  abbot  of  Chertfey,  was  confecrated  bilhop 
in  1058  ; before  which,  from  the  death  of  Godwyn, 
this  fee  being  impovenfhed  by  a variety  of  misfor- 
tunes, continued  deditute  of  a paftor.  This  bilhop 
was  prefent  at  the  fynod  begun  at  W inched er,  in 
1072,  and  is  reported  to  have  died  in  1075  ; when- 
ever that  event  happened,  he  certainly  left  his  church 
in  a miferable  date  of  poverty,  and  in  want  of  every 
thing,  as  well  within  as  without ; for  there  were  at 
that  time  only  four  fecular  canons  in  it,  who  were 
forced  to  live  on  fcanty  food,  each  meal  of  which  was 
either  begged  or  bought  at  the  time,  and  were  cloath- 
ed  in  a common  lay  habit. 

Ernoft,  a monk  of  the  abbey  of  Bee,  in  Normandy, 
was  confecrated  bilhop  of  Rocheder  by  archbifhop 
Lanfranc,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1076,  as  the 
archbifhop  had  experienced  his  worth,  he  advanced 
him  to  this  fee,  that  he  might  bring  the  didraAed 
affairs  of  this  church  into  better  order,  but  he  was 
removed  by  fudden  death  in  the  month  of  July  that 
year ; on  which 

Giindulph,  a monk  of  the  fame  monadery  of  Bee, 
was  by  archbidiop  Lanfranc’s  means  advanced  to  the 
bifhopric  in  1077,  who  turned  the  fecular  prieds  out 
of  this  priory,  and  filled  it  with  monks  of  the  Bene- 
diAine  order.c  He  was  a man  not  lo  eminent  for  his 
learning  as  didinguidied  for  his  prudence  and  lubtle 
management  of  thofe  affairs  he  had  the  direAion  of. 
He,  with  the  alfidance  of  the  archbifhop  rebuilt  the 
church  from  the  foundation,  and  enlarged  the  priory, 
both  which  at  that  time  were  hadening  to  ruin,  and 
though  he  did  not  live  to  finifh  them,  yet  tne  future 
greatnefs  and  profperity  of  both  were  owing  to  him. 

* See  Harl.  MSS.  No.  2.61-5.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  116. 
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He  removed  the  bodies  of  his  predecefTors,  which  had 
been  buried  here,  into  Tome  part  of  his  new  fabric  ; he 
inclofed  the  remains  of  his  predeceflfor,  St.  Paulinus, 
in  a fhrine  of  fiver,  at  which  fuch  coniiderable  of-, 
ferings  were  made  as  proved  a fund  of  wealth  to  this 
church  and  monaftery.  Befides  the  manors  and  lands 
reftored  to  him  by  Lanfranc,  he  recovered  many  others 
which  had  been  wrelled  from  his  church,  and  divided 
the  pofieffions  of  it,  one  part  of  which  he  allotted  to 
the  monks,  and  the  other  as  a maintenance  to  himfelf 
and  fuccefiors.  He  founded  an  holpital  at  Chatham 
for  poor  people  and  lepers,  dedicating  it  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  a nunnery  at  Mailing ; he  repaired 
the  caflle  walls  of  Rochefler,  and  began  the  large 
white  tower  of  the  caftle,  which  Bill  gees  by  his 
name,  as  has  been  already  obferved.  Befides  the 
above,  he  obtained  many  other  benefits  to  his  priory, 
and  never  ceafed  his  endeavours  till  he  had  advanced 
it  to  wealth,. beauty,  and  eflimation.  Having  enjoyed 
this  fee  thirty-two  years,  in  the  reigns  of  the  Conque- 
ror, William  Rufus  and  king  Henry  I.  he  died  in 
1107/  and  was  buried  in  his  own  church  before  the 
crols  of  the  high  altar,  perhaps  on  the  fouth  fide  near 
the  confeffi onary,  in  a chefl  without  any  eff  gies.  He 
was  fucceeded  by 

Ralph , abbot  of  Seez,  in  Normandy,  who  was  con- 
fecrated  in  1108.  TL  his  prelate,  though  he  was  fckly 
and  infirm,  yet  he  had  the  chara&er  of  being  pleafed 
with  toys  and  jefts,  iniomuch  that  he  w'as  by  fome 
called  A ugax  or  the  Trifler.  In  the  year  1114,  he 
w^s  by  the  king  advanced  to  the  archbifhopric  of 
Canterbury. 

Ernulf. , a native  of  France,  was  the  next  bifhop  of 
this  (ee.  By  the  perfuafions  of  archbifhop  Lanfranc 
he  came  over  to  England,  and  continued  fome  time 
a monk  in  Chriflchurch,  Canterbury,  till  he  became 

^ita  Gundulfi  in  Bib.  Cott.  Nero,  A.  viii.  Ang.  Sac.  p.  333 

prior 
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prior  there;  after  which  he  was  made  abbot  of  Peter- 
borough, and  laftly  he  was  lent  for  by  the  king,  who 
obliged  him  to  accept  of  this  bifhopric,  and  accord- 
ingly he  was  confecrated  in  1 1 15.  He  was  ever  active 
and  induftrious  for  the  benefit  of  the  churches  over 
which  heprefided,  and  left  noble  monuments  of  his 
afiiduity  in  each  of  them.  In  this  of  Rochefter,  he 
built  a dormitory,  refedtory,  and  chapter  houfe,  and 
beftowed  lands  and  a variety  of  gifts  on  this  church 
and  monaftery.  To  him  the  famous  manufcript, 
called  the  Textus  Ropnfis , being  a colledtion  of  re- 
cords, gifts,  and  antient  privileges  of  the  church  of 
Rochefter,  owes  its  birth.  He  died  in  1 1 24,  aged  84. 

John , archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  was  confecrated 
bifhop  in  1125.  The  church  of  Rochefter  was  fi- 
nifhed  in  his  time,  and  was  dedicated  by  him,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  king,  many  of  the  nobility,  clergy, 
and  others,  on  May  7,  1130  ; but  whilft  the  king 
and  his  company  were  here,  the  city  took  fire,  and 
the  new  church,  as  well  as  the  priory,  differed  con- 
fiderably  by  it,  infomuch  that  the  monks  were  forced 
to  difperfe  themfelves  in  different  abbies  whilft  the 
monaftery  was  repairing.  He  died  in  1137;  after 
his  death  this  bifhopric  was  committed  to  the  care  of 

John , bifhop  of  Seez,  in  Normandy,  who  was  con- 
fecrated after  the  middle  of  the  year  1137,  in  whofe 
time  the  church  and  convent  were  repairing,  the 
monks  of  it  being  difperfed.  He  died  before  the  year 
1142. 

AJcelin , prior  of  Dover,  fucceeded  him  in  this  fee, 
and  the  priory  being  now  repaired,  the  monks  re- 
turned to  it.  He  feems  to  have  been  ftrenuous  and 
active,  as  well  in  maintaining  as  reftoring  the  rights 
of  his  church,  on  which  account  he  repaired  in  per- 
fon  to  the  court  of  Rome.6  He  died  in  1147. 

8 It  was  this  bifhop  to  whom  St.  Bernard  wrote  his  205th  Epift. 

i 4 Walter , 
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Walter , archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  fucceeded  him, 
being  confecrated  in  1147.  He  was  brother  to  arch- 
bilhop  Theobald,  who  being  prefent,  nominated  and 
prefented  him -to  the  monks  of  Rochefter,  affembled 
in  the  chapter  houfe  of  Canterbury,  to  be  by  them 
elefted  bilhop,  according  to  ancient  cuftom,  by  which 
the  new  bifhop  was  likewife  obliged,  before  his  con- 
fecration,  to  fwear  fealty  to  the  church  and  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  and  that  he  would  not  endeavour  or 
confent  that  they  fhould  be  deprived  of  their  rights 
over  this  church,  and  that  the  paftorai  ftaff  of  the  de- 
ceafed  bifhop  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  altar  of 
Chrift  church  by  the  monks  of  Rochefter,  and  that 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  or  ab- 
fence  of  the  archbifhop,  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter 
ought  to  perform  the  epifcopal  fervices  in  the  church 
of  Canterbury,  as  the  right  and  peculiar  chaplain  of 
the  faid  church,  whenever  he  fhould  be  called  upon 
by  the  convent  for  that  purpofe.  In  1170,  he  was 
prefent  with  other  bifhops,  and  affifted  at  the  coro- 
nation of  Henry,  eldeft  lbn  of  king  Henry  II,  for 
which  he  was  excommunicated  by  archbifhop  Becket. 
He  was  much  addicted  to  hunting;  and  when  he  was 
in  his  eightieth  year,  Peter  Blefenlis  wrote  his  fifty- 
fixth  Epiftle  to  him,  to  perfuade  him  to  leave  it  off. 
He  died,  when  he  had  lat  almoft  thirty-five  years,  in 
1182. 

Gualeran , archdeacon  of  Baieux,  and  domeftic 
chaplain  to  archbifhop  Richard,  was  that  year  elected 
bifhop  of  Rochefier,  in  the  ufual  manner,  in  the  pre- 
fence of  the  archbifhop,  who  holding  the  gofpel  in 
his  hands,  firft  committed  the  care  of  this  bifhopric 
in  fpirituals  to  the  bifhop  eleft,  and  then  put  him  in 
poffeffion  of  the  temporalities,  by  the  delivery  of  a 
ring  to  him,  the  chief  juftice  of  England  being  pre- 
fent, and  making  no  obje&ion  to  it  on  the  king’s 
behalf.  It  is  faid,  that  difagreeing  with  his  monks, 
whilft  he  was  preparing  for  a journey  to  Rome,  to 
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foiiclt  the  pope  for  leave  to  eje<5t  them  from  his  pri- 
ory, and  to  introduce  feculars  again,  he  was  feized 
with  a fit  of  illnefs,  of  which  he  died  at  Rochefter, 
in  1184,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  church.  Alter 
his  death  a great  difpute  arofe  between  the  monks  of 
Canterbury  and  Rochefter,  concerning  the  placing  the 
paftoral  ftafT  of  the  deceafed  bifhop  on  the  aitar  of 
Chrift  church,  to  be  left  there,  and  delivered  by  the 
former  to  the  new  bifhop,  but  on  the  interpofition  of 
the  archbifhop,  the  latter  at  laft  acquiefced,  and  the 
whole  of  this  ceremony  was  performed  accordingly. 
The  archbifhop  being  at  his  palace  at  Otford,  the 
monks  of  Rochefter  went  thither  to  him,  and  there, 
on  his  nomination,  in  1 185,  they  elected 

Gilbert  de  Glanvill , archdeacon  of  Lifieux,  for  their 
bifhop,  who  was  accordingly  confecrated.  Soon  after 
his  coming  to  the  fee,  he  demanded  from  them  many 
of  the  manors  and  pofTefiions  which  his  predeceffor, 
bifhop  Gundulph  had  given  to  them,  which  he  al- 
ledged  had  belonged  to  his  fee,  which  was  greatly 
impoverifhed  by  his  granting  them  away  from  it. 
This  occafioned  a difpute,  which  was  carried  on  with 
uncommon  heat  and  violence  for  fome  years  ; but 
the  monks  were  in  the  end  obliged  to  fubmit  to  his 
clemency,  and  award  in  every  thing  they  had  contef- 
ted  with  him,  and  the  bifhop  again  refumed  feveral 
of  the  manors  and  pofTefiions  above  mentioned  for 
the  maintenance  of  himfelf  and  his  fuccefiors.  The 
'monks  were  put  to  fuch  heavy  charges  during  this  li- 
tigation, that  they  were  necefiitated  to  coin  the  filver 
fhrine  of  St.  Paulinus  into  money  ; this  they  did  per- 
haps with  lets  reluctance,  as  this  faint  began  now  to 
be  not  fo  much  regarded  in  comparifon  of  St  Wil- 
liam, who  having  undertaken  a pilgrimage  to  Jeru- 
falem,  had  been,  as  they  termed  it,  martyred  on  the 
23d  of  May,  1201,  on  the  high  road  beyond  Chat- 
ham, in  his  journey  towards  Canterbury,  and  his  body 
having  been  brought  back  to  Rochefter,  was  folemnly 
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interred  in  this  church,  where  the  rumour  of  feveral 
miracles  wrought  at  his  grave  foon  brought  crouds 
of  people  to  partake  of  them,  and  the  continual  gifts 
and  offerings  made  at  it  yearly,  greatly  inriched  this 
priory. 

About  the  year  1194,  bifhop  Glanvill  began  the 
foundation  and  endowment  of  an  hofpital,  in  the 
neighbouring  parifh  of  Stroud,  for  the  relief  of  poor 
perlons,  and  committed  the  care  of  it  to  fecular  priefts. 
This  the  monks  looked  on  with  a jealous  eye,  as  done 
merely  in  oppofition  and  prejudice  to  them  and  their 
order ; but  the  bifhop  regarded  them  not,  and  all 
their  endeavours  to  ruin  it  from  time  to  time  were 
in  vain.  However,  to  appeafe  them,  and  if  poffible  to 
unite  the  two  foundations  in  one  band  of  affection,  he 
behaved  much  more  gracious  to  the  monks  than  before, 
and  conferred  feveral  marks  of  his  favor  on  them  and 
their  monaftery.  He  built  a new  cloifter  for  them  at 
his  own  expence,  furnifhed  their  church  with  an  organ, 
and  gave  them  feveral  utenfils,  ornaments  and  books.h 

Bifhop  Glanvill,  on  his  promotion  to  this  fee,  found 
the  buildings  of  his  palace  either  fallen  down  or  ruinous, 
he  therefore  rebuilt  it,  and  ere<5ted  likewife  a new  man- 
fion  for  himfelf  and  his  fuccefiors  at  Lambeth.  He 
died  in  1214,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  monks,  who  could 
not  forgive  the  injuries  he  had  formerly  done  them. 
He  was  buried,  without  any  pomp  or  funeral  ceremony, 
the  nation  being  at  that  time  under  an  interdidl,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  altar,  where  his  tomb  may  be  feen 
within  the  rails,  with  his  effigies,  in  his  robes  and  mitre, 
lying  at  length  upon  it. 

BenediSi,  precentor  of  St.  Paul’s,  London,  was  eledted 
bifhop  in  his  room,  in  the  chapter-houfe  at  Rochefler, 
in  1214;  preceding  which,  king  John,  by  his  letters 

h In  the  6th  and  7th  years  of  king  Richard  I’s  reign,  it  appears 
that  he  was  one  of  the  barons  of  the  king’s  exchequer.  Madox’s 
Exchequer,  p.  744. 
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patent,  had  granted  and  confirmed  to  Ch rift- church, 
Canterbury,  and  Stephen,  archbifhop  of  the  fame,  and 
his  fucceffors,  the  patronage  of  this  bifhopric,  and  the 
cuftody  and  management  of  the  church  during  the 
vacancy  of  the  fee,  as  patrons  of  it,  and  that  neither 
before  norafter  the  election,  the  king’s  afient  fhould  be 
required,  but  that  the  whole  fhould  belong  to  the  arch- 
bifhop for  the  time  being,  and  that  the  bifhop  eletft 
fhould  receive  his  temporalities  heretofore  called  roy- 
alties, plenarily  from  the  hands  of  the  archbifhop,  and 
fhould  perform  his  fealty  to  him  for  the  fees  belonging 
to  it,  and  perform  fuch  fervices  as  were  due  to  the  king 
and  his  heirs,  to  the  archbifhop  and  his  fucceffors,  as 
lords  and  patrons  ; and  that  the  archbifhop  fhould  per- 
form the  fame  fervices  to  the  king  and  his  heirs ; and 
laftly,  that  the  bifhop  fhould  perform  his  fealty  to  the 
king  and  his  heirs,  as  to  his  prince,  but  not  on  account 
of  any  feed 

The  year  following  king  John  befieged  the  caftle  of 
Rochefter,  then  in  the  pofieffion  of  the  difcontented 
barons,  at  which  time  this  church  and  convent  fu  fie  red 
feverely.  The  former  was  fo  rifled,  that  not  a pix  with 
the  facrament  remained  on  the  altar.k  He  died  in 
1226,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  cathedral. 

Henry  de  Sand/ or d , archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  fliled 
the  great  philofopher,  was  defied  bifhop  of  Rochefter 
in  1226,  and  was  confecrated  accordingly.  Before  his 
election  the  old  difpute  was  again  revived,  concerning 
the  delivery  of  the  late  bifhop’s  paftoral  ftafif  at  Chrift- 
church,  Canterbury,  which  being  referred  to  the  arch- 
bifhop, he  determined  that  the  monks  of  Rochefter 
lhould  deliver  their  crozier  to  the  archbifhop,  who 
fhould  give  it  to  the  prior  of  Chrift-church,  and  he  to 
the  bifhop  eleft. 

1 Wharton,  vol.  i.  p.  386.  Rot.  Cart,  anno  16  John,  m.  6. 

k In  the  9th  and  10th  years  of  king  Henry  III.  bifhop  Benedict 
appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  barons  of  the  king’s  exchequer. 
Madox’s  Excheq.  p.  747. 
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In  1227,  the  new  choir  of  the  church  of  Rochefter 
had  fervice  firft  performed  in  it ; next  year  died  Ste- 
phen Langton,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  the 
monks  of  Chrift-church,  to  fecure  their  privileges,  im- 
mediately elected  another  in  his  room  ; on  which  the 
king  fent  bifhop  Sandford  to  Rome,  to  fet  afide  the 
election,  and  he  fucceeded  in  his  negociation.  On  his 
return  Richard  Wetherfide,  the  fuccefifor  of  Langton, 
was  confecrated,  together  with  the  bifhops  of  London 
and  Ely,  at  Canterbury,  in  1229.  But  a great  difpute 
arofe  concerning  the  right  of  performing  this  ceremony, 
the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  claiming  it,  as  chaplain  of  the 
church  of  Canterbury,  and  the  bifhop  of  Bath,  as  the 
fenior  bifhop  of  the  province.  After  much  altercation 
they  compromifed  the  matter ; the  bifhop  of  Rochefter 
confecrated  the  archbifhop,  and  the  bifhop  of  Bath  the 
other  two.  King  Henry  III.  and  many  of  the  nobility 
being  prefent  at  the  ceremony.  He  died  in  1 235,  and 
was  buried  in  his  own  church. 

Richard  Wendwer , rtftor  of  Bromley,  in  Kent,  was 
elected  by  the  convent  that  year,  and  prefented  to  Ed- 
mund, archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  (afterwards  fainted) 
who  rtje&ed  him,  on  pretence  of  his  ignorance  and 
want  of  learning,  but  more  probably  becaufe  he  was 
not  nominated  by  him.  Upon  which  the  monks  ap- 
pealed to  Rome,  and  after  a conteft  of  three  years,  ob- 
tained their  fuit,  and  a bull  for  his  confecration,  which 
was  performed  by  the  archbifhop  in  the  church  of  St. 
Gregory,  Canterbury,  in  1238.  After  which  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  archbifhop  interfered  any  more  in 
the  elections  of  the  bifhops  of  this  fee,  nor  do  we  find 
any  further  mention  of  the  paftoral  ftaff  being  fent  to 
Canterbury.  On  November  5,  1240,  he,  together 
with  the  bifhop  of  Bangor,  performed  the  dedication  of 
the  church  of  Rochefter.  Four  years  after  which,  a 
council  of  the  Britifh  bifhops  was  held  at  Rochefter. 
He  died  in  1250,  and  from  a regard  to  his  piety  and 
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holinefs  of  life  was  buried  in  the  abbey  church  of  Wcft- 
minfter,  by  the  king’s  efpecial  command.1 

Laurence  de  St.  Martin , chaplain  and  counfellor  to 
king  Henry  III.  and  archdeacon  of  Coventry  and  Litch- 
field, was  elected  bifhop  by  the  monks  in  1250,  and 
was  conlecrated  accordingly.  In  1256  he  was  at  Rome, 
and  then  obtained  the  canonization  of  St.  William  the 
Martyr,  at  whofe  tomb  many  miracles  had  been  faid 
to  be  wrought,  from  the  time  of  his  being  buried  in 
this  church.  Probably  William’s  body  was  at  this  time 
removed  into  the  north  end  of  the  upper  crofs  ifle,  and 
a fuitable  tomb  eredted  over  it.  What  remains  of  it 
at  prefent  near  the  tomb  of  bifhop  Merton,  confifts  of 
a large  coffin  of  Petworth  marble,  decorated  with  an- 
tient  ornaments.  The  pope  likewife  granted  indulgen- 
cies  to  all  fuch  as  fhould  offer  at  this  tomb,  which  fo 
increafed  the  numbers  of  pilgrims  and  devotees,  that 
the  church  reaped  a good  harvefl  from  them,  even  to 
the  time  of  the  diffolution  of  the  priory. 

In  1264,  in  the  contefts  between  king  Henry  and 
his  barons,  this  city  was  befieged,  and  in  the  confufion 
a party  of  the  latter  entered  this  church,  plundered  it 
of  all  its  valuables,  defaced  the  monuments,  abuled  and 
flew  many  of  the  monks,  and  then  converted  it  into  a 
(table. 

Bifhop  Laurence  died  in  1274,  and  was  buried  in 
this  church,  near  the  great  altar,  on  the  north  fide, 
where  his  tomb  (till  remains,  having  his  effigies  at  full 
length,  in  his  habit,  and  mitre  lying  on  it. 

Walter  de  Merton  was  ele£ted  bifhop  of  this  fee  that 
year,  and  was  confecrated  accordingly.  He  was  a per- 
son of  great  abilities,  and  was  lord  chancellor  at  the 
time  of  his  ele£tion.m  About  the  year  1264,  he  had 
laid  the  foundation  of  a college  at  Maidens,  in  Surry  j 

1 Godwin,  p.  529.  Wharton’s  Ang  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  348. 
m He  had  been  prebendary  of  St.  Paul’s  and  of  Exeter.  New- 
combe’s  Repert.  vol.  i.  p.  159. 
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but  afterwards  changinghis  mind,  he  turned  his  thoughts 
to  Oxford,  where  he  began  the  foundation  of  Merton 
college,  which  he  finifhcd  in  1274,  and  liberally  en- 
dowed it  about  the  time  of  his  becoming  bifhophere. 
He  procured  the  grants  of  the  manors  of  Cobhambury 
and  Middleton  for  his  bilhopric  ; but  notwithftanding 
his  great  interefi  and  power,  the  priory  itfelf  did  not 
reap  the  lead  benefit  from  him.  He  died  in  1 277,  be- 
ing unfortunately  drowned  as  he  was  palling  over  the 
river  Medway  here  in  a boat,  there  being  then  no 
bridge,  and  was  buried  near  the  north  wall  of  the  upper 
crofs  ifle  in  the  chapel,  and  near  the  tomb  of  St.  Wil- 
liam, where  a new  and  elegant  monument  was  eredted 
for  him,  at  the  charge  of  the  warden  and  fellow  of  Mer- 
ton college,  in  1598. 

John  de  Bradfield , monk  and  precentor  of  this  priory 
fucceeded  him,  and  was  confecrated  next  year.  The 
monks  eledled  him  for  his  quiet  and  humble  behaviour, 
and  as  one,  who  being  of  their  own  fociety,  would 
greatly  benefit  their  convent ; but  in  this  they  were 
grievoufly  difappointed,  for  after  his  eledlion  he  neg- 
ledled  them,  and  never  conferred  a fingle  favor  on 
them.  He  died  anno  1283,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church,  on  the  fouth  fide,  where  his  tomb,  having  his 
effigies  at  length  on  it,  ftill  remains.  On  his  death,  the 
monks  ekdted  John  de  Kyrkeby,  archdeacon  of  Co- 
ventry, but  he  renounced  it  by  an  inftrument  foon  af- 
terwards, on  which  they  elcdled 

! Thomas  de  Jngletborp , dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  London, 
who  was  confirmed  and  afterwards  confecrated  by  the 
archbifhop  at  Canterbury  that  year.  He  had  the  cha- 
racter of  being  worthy,  mild  and  affable,  of  a cheerful 
difpofition,  and  given  to  hofpitality.  He  died  in  1291, 
and  was  buried  with  all  due  folemnity  in  his  own 
church,  near  the  high  altar,  on  the  fouth  fide." 

n Godwin,  p.  531.  Wharton’s  Aug.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  352.  Hif- 
tory  of  Rochester,  p.  139. 
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A Tew  days  after  the  burial  of  this  bifhop,  the  great 
difpute  and  fkirmifh  happened  between  the  monks  of 
St.  Andrew  and  the  brethren  of  Stroud  hofpital,  re- 
lating to  the  former’s  palling  in  procefilon  through 
the  hofpital  in  their  way  to  Frindfbury,  the  whole  of 
which  has  been  already  related  in  the  account  of  the 
hofpital. 

Thomas  de  JVoldham , prior  of  Rochefter,  was  next 
eledted  by  the  monks,  but  on  account  of  fome  ill 
ufage  he  received  from  the  archbifhop’s  domeftics,  ut- 
terly refufed  it ; however,  the  monks  elected  him  a le- 
cond  time,  when  he  acquiefced,  and  was  confecrated  at 
Chartham,  in  1291.  He  died  in  1316,  and  by  his  lall 
will  left  ten  pounds  to  the  finifhing  of  St.  Williams’s 
tomb,  and  by  other  legacies  to  the  poor,  leems  to  have 
been  charitably  difpofed.  After  which  great  influence 
was  ufed  by  the  ajrchbifhop  and  other  great  perfonages, 
to  induce  the  monks  to  chufe  according  to  their  re- 
commendations, which  Hamo  de  Hethe,  then  prior  of 
Rochefter,  who  was  a competitor  for  this  bifhopric, 
obferving,  and  fearing  they  would  prevail  againfl  him, 
privately  fent  for  the  monks  of  Fylcheftow,  in  Suffolk, 
a cell  to  this  monaftery  of  St.  Andrew,  and  by  that 
means  fecured  a large  majority  in  his  favor ; for  on  the 
ele&ion,  in  1316,  of  thirty-five  monks  prefent  on  this 
occafion,  twenty-fix  voted  in  his  favor;  but  pope 
John  XXII.  having  by  his  bull  of  provifion  referved 
this  turn  to  himfelf,  conferred  it  on  one  John  Puteolis, 
a Frenchman,  the  queen’s  confefibr;  this  kept  the  fee 
vacant  more  than  two  years.  However,  the  archbi- 
fhop  certifying  that  the  election  of  Hamo  preceded  the 
date  of  the  pope’s  refervation  one  day,  after  much  de- 
lay and  rehearings,  it  was  pronounced  in  favor  of  the 
eledt ; and  accordingly 

Hamo  de  Hethe  was  confecrated  at  Avignon  in  1319, 
but  the  experices  of  this  fuit,  the  journey,  his  confecra- 
tion  and  fees,  amounted  to  more  than  1441  florins,  or 
two  hundred  and  fixteen  pounds.  This  fum,  which 

probably 
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probably  exceeded  his  whole  yearly  income,  greatly 
diftreffed  him  ; it  appears  he  was  not  able  to  difcharge 
the  debt  of  it  for  near  a year  and  an  half  after  his  con- 
fecration,  nor  was  this  the  only  difficulty  he  had  to 
ftruggle  with ; the  buildings  of  his  palaces  and  inanor- 
houfes  vvere  not  only  ruinous,  but  were  defpoiled  of  the 
fiock,  implements  of  hufbandry  and  furniture,  which 
ought  to  have  remained  in  them.  Thus  embarraffed, 
he  retired,  with  a very  fmall  family,  and  not  having  a 
fufficiency  for  the  fupport  of  hi&  few  domeftics,  the 
clery  of  his  diocefe  Supplied  him  with  provifions  and 
money,  the  proportion  of  which  amounted  to  twelve 
pence  in  every  marc  of  the  annual  value  of  their  bene- 
fices. The  repairs  and  improvements  which  he  after- 
wards made  at  his  palaces  and  manor-houfes,  from  time 
to  time,  were  considerable  ; at  Hailing  in  particular, 
in  1323,  he  rebuilt  the  hall  at  the  coft  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds,  the  lofty  front  of  the  palace,  and 
and  great  part  of  the  walls,  the  chapel  and  dining-room, 
and  likewile  the  neighbouring  mill  at  Holborough,  and 
that  at  Borftall ; and  at  Trottefcliff  he  built  a dining- 
room for  himfelf,  another  for  his  clerks,  and  a kitchen, 
and  furrounded  the  whole  with  walls ; he  endowed  and 
augmented  feveral  vicarages,  and  was  a good  benefac- 
tor to  this  church,  to  the  leveral  buildings  of  the  con- 
vent, to  the  re-edifying  of  which  he  gave  large  fums  at 
different  times ; and  what  they  efteemed  more  than 
all,  prefented  them  with  a coftly  mitre  of  St.  Thomas 
Becket,  which  he  had  purchafed  of  the  executors  of  the 
biffiop  of  Norwich.  He  founded  an  hofpital  for  ten 
poor  perfons  at  Hith,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  en- 
dowed it  with  rents  of  twenty  marcs  per  annnm.  Be- 
ing grown  old  and  decrepit,  and  weighed  down  with 
numberlefs  afflictions,  he  requefted  the  pope  to  take 
the  refignation  of  his  bifhopric,  but  this  feems  to  have 
been  ref u fed  ; for  he  died  in  poffeffion  of  it  three  years 
afterwards,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  by  the 
north  wall. 
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John  de  Shepey , prior  of  Rochefter,  was  nominated 
to  this  fee,  at  the  king’s  recommendation,  by  bull  of 
papal  provifion,  that  year,  and  was  confecrated  by  the 
bilhop  of  Winchefter,  at  the  priory  of  St.  Mary  Ove- 
ries.  He  was  appointed  chancellor  of  England  in  1356, 
and  executed  that  office  for  two  years ; after  which  he 
was  conftituted  lord  treafurer,  which  office  he  held  till 
his  death.  He  had  the  character  of  being  well  fkilled 
in  fcience  and  literature.  He  died  at  his  houfe,  called 
the  Place , at  Lambeth,  in  1360,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church,  and  his  portraiture  was  painted  on  the  wall  over 
his  place  of  burial,  nothing  of  which  now  remains.  By 
his  will,  he  bequeathed  one  hundred  marcs  for  defray- 
ing his  funeral  expences,  the  fame  fum  towards  the  re- 
paration of  his  church,  and  one  hundred  pounds  to  the 
cellarer’s  office  for  providing  neceffaries. 

William  Wittlefey , LL.  D.  matter  of  Peter-houfe, 
archdeacon  of  Huntingdon,  and  vicar-general  to  the 
archbilhop,  was  eledted  biffiop  of  Rochefter  that  year, 
and  was  confecrated  accordingly.  He  was  afterwards 
made  dean  of  the  arches,  and  was  redtor  of  Croydon 
and  Cliff.  He  was  translated  to  the  fee  of  Worcefter 
by  the  pope’s  bull  in  1 363 .° 

Thomas  Trilleck , dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  London,  and 
brother  to  John,  biffiop  of  Hereford,  was  appointed 
to  this  fee  by  the  pope’s  bull  of  provifion  next  year, 
before  he  was  eledted  by  the  monks,  and  was  confe- 
crated the  fame  month  by  Guido,  cardinal  of  Bologna, 
in  the  chapel  of  his  palace.  He  died  about  Chriftmas 
1372,  and  lies  buried  in  St.  Mary’s  chapel  in  his  own 
church. 

Upon  his  death,  the  monks  eledted  John  de  Hertley? 
their  prior,  to  be  their  biffiop  ; but  the  pope  rejedted 
him,  and  in  his  room,  by  his  papal  bull  of  provifion, 
appointed 

0 Godwin,  p.  532.  Wharton,  p.  378.  Hift.  Rochefter,  p.  148. 
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1 Thomas  de  Brinton  to  this  bifhopric.  Pie  was  dodor 
of  the  decretals,  and  had  been  fome  time  a benedi&ine 
monk  at  Norwich.  He  had  travelled  much,  and  ar- 
riving at  Rome  he  preached  feveral  learned  fermons  in 
Latin  before  the  pope  ; for  which  and  pther  exercifes, 
in  which  he  difcovered  great  abilities,  he  was  much  ad- 
mired, and  became  very  famous.  Pope  Urban  made 
him  his  penitentiary,  and  afterwards  advanced  him  to 
this  fee  as  before-mentioned  ; after  which  he  became 
confeiTor  to  king  Richard  II.  and  a great  benefador  to 
the  Englifh  hofpital  at  Rome.  He  died  in  1389,  and 
was  buried,  according  to  fome,  near  his  predecefTor  in 
St.  Mary  s chapel  in  this  church  ; but  according  to 
others,  in  the  church  of  Seal,  in  this  county.  On  his 
death  the.  monks  eleded  John  Barnet,  but  the  pope 
rejected  him,  and  in  his  room  appointed  by  his  bull  of 
provilion 

ll  illiarn  de  Bottlejloam  to  this  fee,  who  was  fo  called 
from  that  town  in  Cambridgefhire,  where  he  was  born. 
He  vvas  a dominican  friar,  and  fubprior  of  Anglefea  ; 
having  commenced  dodor  of  divinity  at  Cambridge, 
he  became  very  much  famed  for  his  learning  and  elo- 
quence in  his  fermons,  which  advanced  him  to  the  fee 
ofLandaff;  from  whence  he  was  tranflated  to  his  bi- 
fhopric  by  papal  provifion  in  1389.  He  died  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1400,  and  was  buried  in  the  do- 
minican church  in  London. 

John  de  Bottlejham , chaplain  to  the  archbifhop,  was 
confecrated  bifhop  of  Rochefter  next  year  in  his  room. 
He  had  been  prebendary  of  Brampton,  in  the  church  of 
Lincoln,  matter  of  Peter-houfe,  and  vicar-general  to 
the  archbifhop  of  Y ork.  Pie  died  anno  1404,  and  lies 
buried  in  this  church. p 

Richard  1 ong , bilhop  of  Bangor,  was  his  iucceffor, 
being  tranflated  to  this  lee  by  papal  provifion  the  fame 

p Godwin,  p.  533.  Wharton’s  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  378,  379. 

year, 
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year,  but  the  pope  dying,  as  well  as  his  fuccefior,  before 
the  bull  was  compleated,  the  confirmation  of  his  ti  infla- 
tion met  with  much  delay ; however,  at  laft  he  obtained 
it,  and  had  pofieflion  of  this  fee,  in  fpirituals  as  well  as 
temporals,  delivered  to  him  at  Lambeth  by  the  aichbi- 
fnop,  in  1407.  He  died  in  1418,  and  was  buried  in 
St.  Mary’s  chapel  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  church, 

having  a marble  {tone  over  him. 

John  Kemp,  LL.  D.  archdeacon  of  Durham,  was 
elected  by  the  monks  in  1419,  and  confecrated  accord- 
ingly. He  was  at  the  time  of  his  election  keeper  of  the 
prTvy-feal.  He  was  tranflated  to  the  fee  of  Chichefter 
anno  1421,  and  thence  again  fucceffively  to  thofe  of 
London,  York,  and  Canterbury.  He  was  a native  of 
Wye,  in  this  county,  the  church  of  which  he  made 
collegiate,  and  amply  endowed  it.  On  his  ti anflation 
the  monks  eleded  John  Spofford , abbot  of  St.  Mary’s, 
York,  whom  the  pope  tranflated  to  the  lee  of  Here- 
ford before  his  confecration,  and  on  the  fame  day,  by 

his  bull  provifion,  advanced 

John  Langdon , a monk  of  Chrift-church,  Canter- 
bury, and  matter  of  Canterbury- college,  to' this  fee, 
who  was  confecrated  on  the  Trinity  Sunday  following. 
He  was  born  in  this  county,  and  educated  at  Oxford, 
where  having  commenced  bachelor  of  divinity,  he  loon 
became  celebrated  for  his  learning,  and  wrote  a chro- 
nicle of  Englifli  hiftory,  which  he  publifhed  among 
other  works.  Bale  alferts  that  he  afterwards  com- 
menced dodtor  of  divinity,  and  became  fub-prior  of 
Chrift-church,  Canterbury,  and  afterwards  keeper  of 
Canterbury  college,  as  before-mentioned  In  die  ioth 

year  of  king  Henry  VI.  he  was  fentthe  kings  ambaf- 
fador  to  France,  and  afterwards  to  the  council  ot  BauJ, 
and  had  one  hundred  pounds  paid  him  for  the  expences 
of  his  journey.  He  died  there  that  year,  and  his  body 
being  brought  over  to  England,  was  honourably  en- 
tombed in  the  Carthufian  monaftery  in  London.  This 

k * billiop 
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bifhop  was  a good  benefactor  to  the  new  bridge  at 
Rochefter. 

Thomas  Brown , LL.  D.  firft  fubdean,  then  preben- 
dary of  Lincoln, 4 and  dean  of  Salifbury,  and  for  many 
years  vicar- general  to  the  archbifhop,  fucceeded  to 
this  fee,  being  conlecrated  anno  1435,  at  Canterbury. 
He  was  lent  to  the  council  of  Bafil  to  fupply  the  place 
of  his  predeceffor  ; whilft  he  was  there  he  was  declared 
biiliop  of  Norwich  by  the  pope’s  bull,  in  1436. 

William  Wells , abbot  of  St.  Maries,  York,  was  his 
fuccefifor,  being  conlecrated  that  year.  He  v\as  em- 
ployed by  the  king  as  ambaffador  both  to  the  pope  and 
the  emperor.  The  regifter,  which  paftes  under  his 
name,  fhews  the  great  attention  he  paid  to  the  bufmeis 
of  his  diocefe.  He  died  at  TrottefclifF  in  1444,  and 
was  interred  in  this  church. 

John  Lowe , S.  T.  P.  was  his  fuccefibr,  he  was  born 
in  Worcefterfhire.  and  was  early  received  into  Wor- 
cefter  college,  Oxford,  where  he  acquired  his  doctor’s 
degree  by  the  fame  of  his  fuperior  abilities  ; after  which 
he  became  prior  of  the  Auguftines  at  London,  and  at 
laft  provincial  of  the  order.  Lie  was  not  only  learned 
himfelf,  but  a great  friend  to  literature,  and  collected 
from  all  parts  a library  in  his  convent  in  London,  and 
by  his  diligence  preferved  feveral  copies  of  the  fathers 
from  perilhing,  and  befides  wrote  feveral  books  him- 
felf. King  Henry  VI.  in  1433,  made  him  bifhop  of 
St.  Alaph,  on  account  of  his  great  learning  and  frequent 
zeal  in  preaching,  whence  he  was  t ran  dated  by  the 
pope’s  bull  in  1444  to  this  fee.  He  is  faid  to  have  re- 
built his  palace  at  Rochefter  ; he  died  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1467,  and  was  buried  under  a marble  tomb 
near  that  of  bifhop  Walter  de  Merton,  in  his  own 
church. 

Thomas  Scofl,  LL.  D.  furnamed  afterwards  Rot  be- 
ram  from  the  place  of  his  birth  in  Yorkfhire,  was  the 

q Willis’s  Cath.  vol.  ii.  p-97,  146,  199. 
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next  bifhop  of  this  fee,  he  was  educated  at  King’s  col- 
lege, and  was  matter  of  Pembroke-hall,  and  prebendary 
of  Lincoln.  King  Edward  IV.  gave  him  the  provoft- 
fhip  of  Beverly,  made  him  keeper  of  his  privy  feal, 
and  bilhop  of  Rochefter  in  1468,  in  which  year  he 
was  one  of  the  king’s  ambafladors  to  France.  He  was 
tranflated  from  hence  to  Lincoln  in  1471/ 

John  Alcock , LL.  D.  fucceeded  him  in  this  fee.  He 
was  a very  temperate  and  pious  man,  born  at  Beverly, 
and  educated  at  Cambridge ; he  was  firft  dean  of  the 
royal  chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  Wedminder,  and  preben- 
dary of  Salifbnry  ; he  was  made  matter  of  the  rolls,  and 
in  1472  was  advanced  to  the  fee  of  Rocheder,  and  next 
year  he  had  the  cudody  of  the  great  leal,  and  in  1476  4 
was  tranflated  to  Worceder,  and  from  thence  to  Ely. 

John  Rnflel,  a native  of  the  city  of  Wincheder,  was 
bred  at  Oxford,  where  he  commenced  LL.  D.  He 
was  afterwards  archdeacon  of  Salifbnry,  then  keeper  of 
the  privy  feal,  and  then  lord  chancellor ; he  had  been 
likewife  a prebendary  of  St.  Paul  s,  and  chancellor  of 
Oxford,  and  was  confecrated  bilhop  of  Rocheder  in 
1476,  after  which  he  was  tranflated  to  Lincoln  in  1480, 
where  he  lies  buried,  on  his  tomb  his  name  is  fpelt 
Rofcel. 

Edmund  Audley , A.  M.  fecond  fon  of  James,  lord 
Audley,  prebendary  of  St.  Paul’s,  canon  of  York,  and 
archdeacon  of  the  Ead  Riding,  fucceeded  to  this  fee, 
and  was  confecrated  in  1480.  He  was  tranflated  to 
Hereford  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1492,  and  thence 
again  to  Salifbury. 

Thomas  Savage , LL.  D.  of  Cambridge,  canon  of 
York,  and  dean  of  the  king’s  chapel  at  Wedminder, 
was  appointed  to  this  fee  by  papal  provifion  in  1492, 
but  he  was  not  conlecrated  till  next  year,  when  he  ob- 
tained licence  for  that  ceremony  to  be  performed  elfe- 
where  than  in  the  church  of  Canterbury. 

Godwin,  p.  534  Wharton’s  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  380.  Wee- 
ver,  p.  314.  Hift.  Rochefter,  p.  152. 
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This  licence  began  about  this  time  to  be  commonly 
applied  for  by  the  feveral  bilhops  of  this  province,  and 
©■ranted  for  a certain  fee  and  recompence  paid  to  the 
priory  of  Chrift-church  in  lieu  of  their  being  confe- 
crated  in  it,  few  bifhops  after  this  time  being  confe- 
cratcd  in  the  church  of  Canterbury.  He  was  tranf- 
Jated  to  London  in  1496,  and  afterwards  to  York. 

Richard  Fitzjames , LL.  D.  prebendary  of  St.  Paul’s, 
vicar  of  Minehead,  and  redtor  of  Aller,  canon  of  W ells, 
warden  of  Merton  college,  Oxford,  mailer  of  St.  Leo- 
nard’s hofpital,  Bedford,  and  almoner  to  Henry  VII. 
was  appointed  bifhop  of  this  fee  the  fame  year.  He 
obtained  the  like  licence  that  his  predeceffor  had  done 
for  his  confecration,  and  was  translated  to  Chichefter 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1504,  and  afterwards  to 
London. 

John  Fi/her , S.  T.  P.  fucceeded  him.  He  was  born 
of  a gentleman’s  family  at  Beverly,  in  Yorkfhire,  where 
he  received  his  firft  education,  and  was  fent  from  thence 
to  St.  Michael’s-hall,  Cambridge,  now  part  of  Trinity 
college,  and  fucceeded  at  length  to  the  government  of 
it,  and  in  1504  and  1514,  was  chancellor  of  the  uni- 
verfity,  in  which  firft  year,  he  had  been  defervedly  for 
his  care  in  that  office,  promoted  to  the  mafterfhip.  of 
Queen’s  college.  The  fame  of  his  fingular  erudition 
increafing,  Margaret,  countefs  of  Richmond,  made 
him  her  chaplain,  and  it  was  through  his  means  that  She 
founded  thofe  two  magnificent  colleges,  Chrift’s  and 
St.  John’s,  in  Cambridge,  and  endowed  them  libe- 
rally, and  fettled  a yearly  ftipend  for  ever  on  the  divi- 
nity profefior  in  both  univerfities.  He  was  nominated 
by  the  king  in  1 504,  to  this  bifhopric,  the  pope’s  bull 
of  provifion  bearing  date  that  year,  as  well  as  his  li- 
cence for  confecration  without  the  church  of  Canter- 
bury. He  was  a man  of  uncommon  learning,  far  be- 
yond mod  other  divines  of  his  time,  and  of  a fandtity 
of  life  which  approached  near  that  of  the  apoftolic 

times. 
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times.  In  1508  he  refigned  his  mafterfhip  of  Queen’s 
college,  on  the  death  of  the  countefs  of  Richmond, 
who  left  the  whole  care  of  fini lining  her  foundation  of 
St.  John's  college  to  him ; this  he  happily  completed, 
and  not  only  increafed  its  revenues  himfelf,  but  gave  it 
afterwards  one  of  the  beft  furnifhed  libraries  of  the 
time,  which,  however,  it  was  deprived  of.  He  had 
formed  likewife  a defign  of  founding  at  his  own  proper 
coft,  a third  college  at  Cambridge.  In  1512,  he  was 
deputed  by  the  Englifh  bifhops  to  the  council  of  Late- 
ran.  Bifhop  Fifher  is  thought  to  have  been  the  prin- 
cipal compofer  of  that  refutation  of  the  tenets  of  Lu- 
ther, which  king  Henry  VIII.  is  fuppofed  to  have 
written,  and  which  in  1521  was  prefented  in  his  name 
to  the  pope  ; as  a reward  for  which,  the  pontiff  digni- 
fied him  with  the  title  of  defender  of  the  faith.  About 
the  year  1530,  the  bifhop  and  his  whole  family  nearly 
efcaped  being  poifoned,  one  John  Roule,  his  cook, 
having  thrown  fome  poifon  into  a pot  of  gruel,  which 
was  prepared  not  only  for  the  bifhop  and  his  family, 
but  the  neighbouring  poor;  feventeen  perfons  were 
poifoned,  of  which,  however,  all  recovered  except  two, 
who  died  of  it.  This  occasioned  the  act,  palled  that 
year,  to  punifh  thofe  who  were  guilty  of  the  crime  of 
wilful  poifoning,  by  throwing  them  into  boiling  water.8 
The  bifhop  warmly  oppofed  the  king’s  divorce,  and  his 
marriage  afterwards  with  Anne  Bullen ; and  what  was 
amazing  for  a man  of  his  learning  and  abilities,  he  in 
1 534  countenanced,  though  with  others  of  fuperior 
rank  and  equal  abilities,  the  impofture  of  Elizabeth 
Barton,  the  nun,  commonly  called  the  holy  maid  of 
Kent ; but  he  made  his  peace  with  the  king,  by  pre- 
fenting  him  with  what  was  then  thought  to  be  one  year’s 
produce  of  his  bifhopric,  viz.  three  hundred  pounds. 
Next  year,  refufing  to  lwear  to  the  ad:  of  the  king’s 
fupremacy,  he  was,  together  with  Sir  Thomas  More, 


5 Barrington’s  antient  Statutes,  p.  406, 
K 4 
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the  chancellor,  Tent  to  the  tower,  and  an  aft  of  attainder 
paffed  againft  him,  and  being  caft  in  a pramunire , his 
b.ilhopric  was  declared  vacant.  In  the  mean  time  the 
bifhop  was  hardly  ufed  j for  his  goods  being  feized,  he 
had  little  left  but  rags  to  cover  him,  and  was  as  ill  Sup- 
plied with  diet  and  other  neceflaries.  At  laft,  to  make 
an  example  that  fhould  make  the  boldeft  tremble,  the 
king  refolved  to  give  both  bifhop  Fifher  and  Sir  Tho- 
mas More  up  to  the  rigor  of  the  law.  To  this  end  the 
bifhop  was  required  again  to  take  the  oath  of  fupre- 
macy,  which  he  refufed,  as  it  was  fuppofed  he  would  : 
about  the  fame  time  pope  Paul  III,  to  reward  his  fide- 
lity to  the  church  of  Rome,  raifed  him  to  the  dignity 
of  a cardinal.  This,  in  all  likelihood,  might  haften  his 
death,  and  being  condemned  he  was  beheaded  on 
lower-hill,  on  June  22,  1535,  a month  after  his  being 
made  cardinal,  and  fome  days  before  the  hatfent  by  the 
pope  arrived  in  England.  He  fuffered  in  the  80th 
year  of  his  age ; his  head  was  afterwards  fet  on  London 
bridge,  and  his  body  buried  in  Barking  church-yard, 
and  afterwards  removed  to  the  tower.1  Far  unlike 
many  of  his  predecdfors,  as  well  as  iuccefibrs  in  this 
fee,  but  following  the  rule  of  the  primitive  church,  he 
would  never  change  this  biihopric  for  a better,  laying 
frequently,  his  church  was  his  wife,  and  he  would  neve? 
part  with  her,  becaufe  fhe  was  poor. 

John  Hilfey , S.  T.  P.  of  the  order  of  Friars  Preachers, 
was  fucceffor  in  this  fee  after  the  death  of  bifhop  Fifher, 
and  was  confecrated  at  Winchefter,  in  1535.  He  was 
head  of  the  Dominican  convent  in  London,  which  he 
held  till  1538,  when  he  refigned  it.  Though  he  fa- 
vored the  reformers  in  fome  matters,  yet  in  others  he 
was  zealoufly  devoted  to  the  church  of  Rome.  He  died 
in  1 53 and  was  buried  in  his  own  cathedral.11 

* Among  the  Harleian  MSS.  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  are  feve- 
. M$S.  of  the  life  of  bifhop  Fifher,  by  different  perfons.  It  is 
in  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  iii.  p.  1929,  Vol.  i.  p.  2S1. 

u Wharton,  p.  383.  Godwin,  p.  537.  Hitt.  Rocheiler,  p.  154. 
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Nicholas  Heath , S.  T.  P.  fellow  of  Clare-hall,  and 
archdeacon  of  Stafford,  was  his  fucceffor,  and  was  con- 
feerated  in  1540,  being  bifhop  here  at  the  time  of  the 
new  foundation,  which  took  place  about  three  months 
afterwards ; foon  after  which  he  had  a difpenfatjon  to 
hold  the  redtories  of  Cliff  and  Shoreham,  in  ccmnren- 
dam.  In  i e, 43  he  was  tranflated  to  Worcefter,  and  af- 
terwards to  York. 

Henry  Holheach,  alias  Rands , which  la  ft  was  his  fa- 
mily name,  but  being  a native  of  Holbeach,  he  affumed 
that  name,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  ecclefiaflics 
of  that  time,w  though  his  fon  affumed  the  name  ot 
Rands. x He  was  S.  T.  P.  firft  prior  and  afterwards 
dean  of  Worcefter,  having  been  confecrated  fuffragan 
bifhop  of  Briftol  in  1537,  was  elected  bifhop  ofRo- 
chefter  in  1 543,  and  confirmed  foon  afterwards.  He 
held  the  redlory  of  Bromfgrove,  with  the  chapel  of 
Norton,  in  Worcefterfhire,  in  commendam , and  was 
tranflated  to  Lincoln  in  1547. 

Nicholas  Ridley , S.  T.  P.  was  a native  of  Northum- 
berland, and  became  firft  fellow,  and  afterwards  matter 
of  Pembroke-hall,  in  Cambridge,  after  which  he  was 
prebendary  of  Canterbury  and  Weftminfter,  vicar  of 
Herne,  and  of  Soham,  in  Cam  bridge  fhi  re,  and  was 
confecrated  bifhop  of  Rochefter  in  1 547,  and  tranflated 
to  London  in  1550.  He  was  afterwards  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Mary,  in  1555,  burnt  at  Oxford,  at  the  fame 
flake  with  bifhop  Latimer/ 

John  Roynet , S.  T.  P.  fucceeded  to  this  fee.  He 
was  nominated  to  it  by  the  king’s  letters,  in  1 549,  and 
confecrated  at  Lambeth  in  15 50.  He  was  born  in 
Kent,  and  finifhed  his  education  at  Queen’s  college, 
Cambridge.  He  is  faid  to  have  bem  a man  of  learn- 
ing, well  fkilled  in  different  tongues,  and  an  excellent 

*’  Guillim’s  Heraldry,  p.  121.  x Harl.MSS.  No,  1422. 

y Godwin,  p.  537.  Hift.  Rochefter,  p.  155.  See  his  life  in  the 
Biog.  Brit.  vol.  vii.  fup.  printed  in  1766, 
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mathematician,  and  to  have  been  frequently  confulted 
by  archbiihop  Cranmer  in  religious  matters.  About 
the  time  of  his  promotion  an  order  of  council  was 
made,  that  no  bifhop  fhould  for  the  future  hold  any 
other  benefice  in  commendam^t'x.ce pt  John  Poynet,  bi- 
fhop elect  of  Rochefter,  and  that,  becaufe  he  had  no 
epifcopal  p.ilace  ; accordingly  he  had  licence  to  hold  in 
commendam  with  his  bifhopricthe  vicarage  of  A (h ford, 
the  re&ories  of  Towyn,  in  Merionethfhire,  and  of  St. 
Michael’s,  Crooked-lane,  with  a prebend  in  the  church 
of  Canterbury.  He  was  mandated  to  Winchefter  in 
1531,  and  afterwards,  on  the  acceffion  of  queen  Mary, 
fled  from  England,  and  died  at  Strafburgh  in  1 5 56.z 

John  Scory , B.  D.  one  of  the  fix  preachers  of  Can- 
terbury cathedral,  was  appointed  his  fucceflor  in  this 
fee,  in  1551,  he  was  mandated  to  Chichefter  in  155 2, 
and  afterwards  by  queen  Elizabeth  to  Hereford. 

The  bifbopric  of  Roche Aer  continued  vacant  for 
more  than  three  years  after  this;  when  in  confequence 
of  the  queen's  Conge  d’elirey  in  1554, 

Maurice  Griffith , frequently  Ayled  Dr.  Mores,  was 
eledled  and  confecrated  in  1554.  He  was  born  in 
Wales,  and  educated  among  the  Dominicans  at  Oxford, 
and  was  at  the  time  of  his  ele&ion  archdeacon  of  that 
diocefe,  and  prebendary  of  that  church,  re£tor  of  St. 
Magnus,  London  bridge,  and  of  Southfleet,  chancellor 
and  vicar-general  to  the  bidiop  of  London  ; feveralof 
which  preferments  he  held  afterwards.  About  Mid- 
fummer  1555,  the  judges  held  their  aflizes  in  the  open 
air  at  the  bilhop’s  palace,  in  the  College-yard,  at  Ro- 
cheAer,  and  as  the  feafon  was  warm,  a fail  was  extended 
from  the  wall  over  them,  to  fereen  them  from  the  fun- 
beams  ; at  which  time  a Aorm  arofe,  and  the  wind  ob- 
tained fuch  power  over  the  fail  as  to  pull  down  part  of 
the  wall  to  which  it  was  faAened,  and  the  judges  and 
people  fled  haflily  away  for  fafety. 

2 Bayle’s  Dictionary,  vol.  iv.  p.  692, 

Many 


ROCHESTER.  1 3 9 

Many  perfons  are  faid  to  have  died  in  the  year  1559, 
by  a peflilential  fever  and  quartan  ague,  which  then 
raged  in  different  parrs  of  England,  and  feized  thcne 
moftly  who  were  advanced  in  life,  and  it  is  lemaikcd 
as  an  extraordinary  circumftance,  that  thirteen  biffops 
died  within  twelve  months ; one  of  this  number  was 
biff  op  Griffith,  who  died  in  his  palace  of  Southwark, 
and  was  interred  with  much  folemnity  in  his  pariffi 
church  of  St.  Magnus,  in  London." 

Edmund  Allen , B.  D.  was  nominated  on  his  death  to 
this  biffopric.  He  was  a native  of  Norfolk,  and  on 
queen  Elizabeth’s  acceffion  was’  appointed  one  of  her 
chaplains,  and  ambaffador,  though  to  what  place  is  noi 
mentioned  but  he  died  before  his  conlecration  in 
1559,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Thomas 

Apoffle,  London.  . 

Edmund  Gueft,  or  as  his  name  is  fometimes  Ipelt 
Gheaft , S.  T.  P.  fellow  of  King’s  college,  Cambridge, 
and  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  was  next  confecrated 
biff  op  of  Rocherter  that  year.  He  held  his  archdea- 
conry and  the  reftory  of  Cliff  in  commendam , and  was 

tranflated  to  Salifbury  in  1571. 

Edmund  Freake , S.  T.  P.  originally  a monk  at 
Waltham,  in  Effex,  in  which  county  he  was  born,  and 
afterwards  a prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  canon  of 
Windfor,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  dean  of  Salifbury, 
and  then  of  Rochefter,  was  confecrated  bilhop  of  this 
fee  in  1571.  He  held  the  -above  archdeaconry,  and 
the  re£tory  of  Purleigh,  in  Effex,  in  commendam.  He 
was  tranflated  to  Norwich  in  1576,  and  afterwards  to 
Worcefter.  He  bore  the  chara&er  of  a pious  and 
learned  man,  and  a zealous  affertor  of  church  difcipline. 

John  Piers , S.  T.  P.  was  eleded  biffop  of  this  fee 
in  1576,  and  confecrated  at  Lambeth.  He  was  firft  a 
fellow  of  Magdalen  college,  in  Oxford,  then  made  maf- 
ter  of  Baliol  college,  and  afterwards  dean  of  Chefter, 

a Godwin,  p.  538.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  157. 
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both  which  preferments  he  probably  refigned,  on  his 
being  admitted  to  the  deanry  of  Chrift-church,  which 
he  likewife  quitted  when  he  was  raifed  to  the  fee  of 
Rochefter.  After  which  he  held  in  coniniendam  the 
deanry  of  Salifbury,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  this  bifhop- 
ric,  he  fucceeded  Dr.  Freake;  and  had  licence  to  hold 
the  livings  of  Laingdon  and  Fillingham.  Fie  is  faid 
to  have  been  a man  of  humanity,  liberality,  and  bene- 
ficence,and. not  only  learned  himfelf,  but  an  encourager 
of  learning  in  others.  Fie  was  tranOated  to  Salifbury, 
and  thence  to  York.b 

' John  Tonge , S.  T.  P.  was  nominated  his  fucceffor. 
I he  tonge  d elire  for  which  was  dated  in  1 57  7,  and  lie  was 
confecrated  at  Lambeth.  Pie  was  a native  of  London, 
and  the  rcdtory  of  St.  Margaret,  New  Fifh-ftreet,  was 
probably  the  firft  benefice  he  enjoyed.  Fie  was  after- 
wards collated  to  the  vicarage  of  St.  Giles’s,  Cripple- 
gate  j elected  matter  of  Pembroke  hall,  in  Cambridge, 
on  the  recommendation  of  bifhop  Grindal,  who  likewife 
preferred  him  to  a ftall  in  the  church  of  Southwell ; 
which  laft,  as  well  as  a prebend  in  Weftminfter  abbey, 
and  the  benefices  of  St.  Muge  and  Wouldan,  he  had 
licence  to  hold  in  commendam.  Fie  was  accufed  to  lord 
Burleigh  of  avarice  and  want  of  hofpitality  j which  he 
excufed  himfelf  in,  from  the  fcanty  revenues  of  his  fee, 
which  did  not  amount  to  more  than  two  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  clear  yearly  income.'  He  died  at  his 
palace  of  Bromley  in  1 605,  in  the  7 1 ft  year  of  his  age, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  that  church. 

William  Barlow , S.  T.  P.  was  his  fuccefior,  being 
eledted  in  160^,  and  loon  afterwards  was  confecrated. 
He  was  a native  of  Lancafhire,  and  became  fellow  of 
Trinity  hall,  in  Cambridge.  Archbifhop  Whitgift 
collated  him  to  the  redtory  of  St.  Dunftan’s  in  the  Eaft, 
and  he  occurs  likewife  a prebendary  of  St.  Paul’s  ; he* 

b Godwin,  p.  538.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  159. 

Strype’s  Annals,  vol.  ii.  p.  530.  vol.  iv.  p.  226. 
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was  inftalled  prebendary  of  Weflminfler,  and  the 
next  year  dean  of  Chefter,  and  afterwards  a preben- 
dary of  Canterbury.  He  continued  bifhop  of  this 
lee  near  three  years,  and  was  tranflated  to  Lincoln 
in  1608.  He  was  an  excellent  and  learned  preacher, 
and  when  dean  of  Chefter,  was  employed  by  archbi- 
(hop  W hitgitt  to  draw  up  an  authentic  relation  of 
the  famous  conference  held  at  Hampton  court,  in 
1 603,  before  king  James.  He  publifhed  ieveral  books 
and  difeourfes  in  divinity. 

Richard  Neile , S.  T.  P.  of  St.  John’s  college,  Cam- 
bridge, who  had  been  firlt  prebendary,  then  treafurer 
of  Chichefter,  vicar  of  Chefhunt,  mailer  of  the  Savoy, 
and  clerk  of  the  clolet,  and  was  then  dean  of  Welt- 
mifter,  was  confecrated  bilhop  of  Rochefter  in  160S, 
and  held  the  above  deanry  in  commendam.  About  the 
end  of  the  year  1610,  he  was  tranflated  to  the  fee  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  and  afterwards  to  Lincoln, 
Durham,  Winchefter,  and  York,  where  death  put  a 
flop  to  his  further  tranflation  on  this  fide  the  grave. 

John  Buckeridge , S.  T.  P.  was  elected  bifhop  of  this 
fee  that  year,  but  was  not  confirmed  till  the  year  fol- 
lowing ; he  was  defied  from  Merchant  Taylor’s 
fchool  to  St.  John’s  college,  Oxford,  where  he  became 
fellow,  and  afterwards  prefident.  He  appears  to  have 
been  pofTefTed  at  times  of  the  reflories  of  Tanbridge, 
North  Kilworth,  a prebend  of  Hereford  and  Rochef- 
ter, the  vicarage  of  St.  Giles’s,  Crjpplegate,  the  arch- 
deaconry of  Northampton,  and  a canonry  of  Wind* 
for  ; what  of  thefe  he  enjoyed  at  the  fame  time,  and 
what  he  held  in  commendam,  I have  not  found-  He 
was  tranflated  from  hence  to  Ely,  in  1628,  and  dying 
in  1631,  was  buried  at  Bromley,  to  which  parifh  he 
bequeathed  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds,  and  was  a 
benefador  to  St.  John’s  college,  Cambridge.  He  is 
faid  to  have  been  a fedulous  preacher  (his  fermons 
being  mwv  extant)  and  to  have  written  a book  again  It 
the  pope’s  power  in  temporal  matters. 
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Walter  Curie , S.T.  P.  was  nominated  his  fucceffor, 
and  confecrated  bilhop  or  Rochefter  in  1628.  He 
was  a native  of  Hertfordfliire,  and  became  fellow  ot 
Peterhoufe  college,  and  afterwards  vicar  of  Plumfted, 
in  1608,  which  lie  refigned  that  year,  probably  on 
his  being  promoted  either  to  the  redtory  of  Bemerton, 
in  Wiltshire,  or  of  Mildenhall,  in  Suffolk,  of  both 
which  he  is  laid  to  have  been  incumbent.  The  digni- 
ties he  enjoyed  previous  to  his  being  made  bilhop 
were,  the  prebends  of  Lyme  and  Haftock,  in  the 
church  of  Salifbury,  which  he  afterwards  held  in  com - 
mendam  with  this  lee,  and  the  deanry  of  Litchfield  in 
1620.  In  1629  he  was  tranflatcd  to  the  lee  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  and  afterwards  to  Winchefter.d 

John  Bowie , S.T.P.  formerly  fellow  or  Trinity 
college,  Cambridge,  and  then  dean  ot  Salifbury,  was 
his  fuccelibr  in  this  fee,  being  confecrated  in  1629. 
He  died  in  1637,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Paul’s  ca- 
thedral, London. 

John  Warner , S.T.  P.  was  eledted  bn  nop  of  Ro- 
ch elder,  that  year,  and  was  confecrated  accordingly. 
He  had  been  fellow  of  Magdalen  college,  Oxford, 
redtor  of  St.  Michael,  Crooked-lane,  and  of  St.  D10- 
nis  Backchurch.  Archbifhop  Abbot  gave  him  a pre- 
bend at  Canterbury,  by  which  means  he  afterwards 
became  redtor  of  Bifhopfborne,  and  was  foon  after 
nominated  to  the  deanry  of  Litchfield.  At  this  pe- 
riod he  flood  forth  a zealous  defender  of  the  confti- 
tution,  both  in  church  and  Bate ; and  he  was  the  _laft 
bilhop  who  exerted  his  eloquence  to  preferve  the  right 
of  his  order  to  fit  in  parliament.  Not  long  before  the 
death  of  king  Charles  i . bilhop  Warner,  by  the  king’s 
command,  wrote  a treatife  againft  the  ordinance  fbr 
the  fale  of  church  lands,  and  he  afterwards  pubhlhed 
feveral  fermons  againft  the  murder  of  the  king,  at  his 

d An  Account  of  his  Life  was  publiihed  at  Lond.  S’.  0.  1 7 l2- 
Godwin,  539.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  165. 
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own  no  (mail  hazard : but  what  arguments  or  difi 
courfes  could  avail  when  juftice,  equity,  and  reafon, 
were  grown  odious  to  the  times ; the  tide  ol  fanati- 
cifm  and  rebellion  lwept  away  all  that  was  defireable 
by  good  men,  and  every  thing  fubmitted  to  luperior 
force.  In  this  general  ruin  the  bifhop  and  his  bre- 
thren were  defpoiled  not  only  of  their  lpiritual  digni- 
ties and  revenues,  but  of  much  ol  their  private  for- 
tunes, and  the  king  himfelf  fell  a facrifice  to  the  mer- 
cilefs  rage  of  enthuliafts,  and  the  then  wicked  defigns 
of  the  word:  of  men.  This  bifhop  was  one  of  thofe  nine 
prelates  who  lived  to  fee  the  re-eftablifhment  of  both 
church  and  date,  being  at  that  time  about  feventy- 
feven  years  of  age.  He  does  not  feem  to  have  held 
any  benefice  in  commendam , yet  as  well  before  as  after 
the  Refioration  he  fhewed  the  piety  and  munificence 
of  his  difpofuion,  and  few  infiances  have  of  late  times 
been  found  of  perfons  devoting  fuch  large  films  to 
pious  and  charitable  ufes ; for  before  his  re-eftablifh  - 
ment  he  diftributed  8000I.  among  neceffitous  clergy- 
men, who  had  been  ejected  from  their  preferments. 
He  expended  700I.  in  making  and  repairing  the  beau- 
tiful and  elegant  font  in  the  cathedral  of  Canterbury, 
of  which  church  he  had  been  a member;  and  he  be- 
queathed 500I.  more  to  the  dean  and  chapter  there  for 
books  in  their  new  erefted  library.  His  gift  and  le- 
gacy, towards  the  repair  of  his  own  cathedral,  amount- 
ed to  ioool.  and  in  his  will  he  added  50I.  to  a like 
benefaction  of  ioool.  which  he  had- formerly  made  to 
the  repair  of  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  London.  He 
had  before  his  death  prefented  Magdalen  college,  Qx- 
'ford,  with  1300b  for  books,  and  he  left  to  that  fo- 
ciety  50b  more  to  be  applied  to  the  fame  ufe.  He 
founded  four  fcholarfhips  in  Baiiol  college  ; he  be- 
queathed 2000I.  for  purchafing  impropriations  to- 
wards the  augmentation  of  the  imallefi:  vicarages  in 
it.  He  gave  liberally  towards  the  redeeming  of  cap- 
tives out  of  llavery  in  Barbary  ; and  lafily,  what  will 

ever 
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ever  reflect  the  greateft  honour  on  his  name  and  me- 
mory, he  was  the  munificent  founder  of  Bromley 
college.  The  bifhop  died  in  an  advanced  age,  at  his 
palace  in  Bromley,  in  1666,  and  was  interred  in  his 
cathedral  at  Rochefter,  where  a handlome  monument 
is  erected  to  his  memory.0 

John  Dolben , S.  T.  P.  was  elected  bifhop  of  this  fee 
in  1666,  and  was  confecrated  at  Lambeth.  He  was 
a native  of  Northamptonfhire,  and  was  a ftudent  of 
Chrift  church,  of  which  he  was  deprived  by  the  par- 
liamentary vifitors,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil 
war.  He  afterwards  ferved  as  enfign  in  the  royal  ar- 
my, at  the  battle  of  Marfton-moor,  and  was  much 
wounded  at  the  fiege  of  York.  In  1656,  he  took 
orders,  and  on  the  Reftoration  was  well  rewarded  by 
the  king  for  his  paft  bufferings  and  loyalty;  for  he  was 
immediately  appointed  clerk  of  the  clolet,  and  was 
inftalled  canon  of  Chrift  church,  Oxford;  then  pre- 
bend of  Caddington  Major  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul; 
archdeacon  of  London  ; vicar  of  St.  Giles’s,  Cripple- 
gate  ; and  dean  of  Weftminfter  ; he  wras  alfo  almoner 
to  the  king,  and  redtor  of  Newington,  in  Oxfordlhire. 
After  his  advancement  to  this  fee,  he  held  his  dean- 
fy  above  mentioned  in  commendam  with  it,  and  in 
1683,  he  was  tranflated  to  the  archbifhopric  of  York. 
He  was  a perfon  of  genius  and  abilities,  and  left  be- 
hind him  the  character  of  being  a worthy  good  man. 

Francis  Furrier , S.  T.  P.  dean  of  Windfor,  and 
mafter  of  St.  John’s  college,  Cambridge,  was  eledted 
biihop  of  Rochefter  in  his  . room,  in  1683,  and  was 
confecrated  accordingly.  He  wtis  the  fon  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Turner,  fucceffively  dean  of  Rochefter  and 
Canterbury,  and  was  eledted  from  Winchefter  fchool 
to  New  College  in  Oxford,  where  of  courfe  he  be- 

e See  Bromley,  vol.  i.  p.  <; 62.  Life  of  Somner,  before  his  Ro-  - 
man  Ports,  p.  95.  Bifhop  Warner’s  Life  is  publifhed  in  the  Biog. 
Brit.  vol.  vii.  printed  in  1766. 
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came  fellow;  after  which  he  became  redor  of  Ther- 
field,  in  Hert ford fh ire,  and  was  a confiderable  bene- 
fador  to  that  parilh.  He  then  was  collated  to  the 
prebend  of  Sneating,  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  and 
was  afterwards  a canon  refidentiary  in  that  church ; 
though  he  had  regularly  taken  all  his  degrees  at  Ox- 
ford, yet  he  was  elected  matter  of  St.  John’s  college, 
Cambridge.  He  had,  after  his  advancement  to  this 
fee,  a difpenfation  to  hold  in  commendam  with  it  the 
deanry  of  Windfor,  as  well  as  the  redory  of  Hafely, 
in  Oxfordfhire  ; but  he  pofleffed  thefe  preferments 
but  a very  fhort  time,  for  he  was  tranllated  to  Ely 
in  1684. 

Ihomas  Spratt , S.  T.  P.  was  his  fuccefior,  being 
eleded  that  fame  year.  He  was  a native  of  Dorl'et- 
fhire,  and  became  fellow  of  Wadham  college,  then 
prebendary  of  Carlton  cum  Thurleby,  in  the  church 
of  Lincoln  and  of  Weftminfter ; he  was  afterwards 
prelented  to  the  living  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Weftmin- 
fter; and  made  canon  of  Windfor.  Thefe  prefer- 
ments he  quitted  on  his  promotion  to  the  deanry  of 
Weftminfter,  and  had  on  his  eledion  to  this  fee  li- 
cence to  hold  it  in  commendam.  After  the  acceffion 
of  king  James  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  clofet, 
and  dean  of  the  chapel  royal.  About  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1692,  the  bifhop  and  feveral  other  per- 
fons  of  diftindion  were  charged  with  treafon,  by 
three  men,  who  had  forged  an  affociation  under  their 
hands,  and  then  one  of  thefe  villains  contrived  to 
drop  it  in  one  of  the  bilhop’s  parlours  at  Bromley, 
that  it  might  be  found  there  by  the  king’s  meffengers. 
He  then  laid  an  information  againft  him,  and  the 
paper  being  difcovered,  he  was  put  under  confine- 
ment ; but  the  forgery  appeared  fo  grofs,  that  the  bi- 
fhop was  immediately  difcharged.  He  died  of  an 
apoplexy,  at  his  palace  of  Bromley,  in  1713,  aged 
feventy-feven,  and  was  interred  in  Weftminfter  ahbey, 
where  there  is  a monument,  with  an  elegant  inferip- 

vol.  iv.  l tion 
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tion  by  bifhop  Smalridge,  eredted  to  his  memory. 
He  was  a perfon  of  great  fharpnefs  of  wit,  and  had 
that  elegance  of.ftile,  both  in  his  writings  and  dif- 
courfe,  that  he  was  inferior  to  none  in  either.  At 
firft  he  cultivated  the  mules,  but  left  them  to  fludy 
and  improve  the  beauties  of  the  Englifh  language  in 
prole  ; by  which  means  he  became  one  of  the  greateft 
matters  or  it,  of  which  his  writings  are  fufficient  proof. 

Lewis  At  ter  bury,  S.  T.  P.  was  his  fucceflor  in  this 
fee,  being  eledted  in  1713,  and  confecrated  foon  af- 
terwards. He  was  a younger  Ion  of  Dr.  l ewis  A t- 
terbury,  prebendary  of  Lincoln  and  rector  of  Milton 
Keynes,  in  Buckinghamlhire,  in  which  pari fh  he  was 
born.  He  was  eledted  from  Wcftminfter  fchool  to 
Chrift  church,  where  he  diftinguiflied  himfelf  as  an 
able  and  iirenuous  advocate  for  the  prefent  church 
eftablilhmenr.  His  hne  genius,  improved  by  ttudy, 
with  a noble  fpirit  to  exert  his  talents,  could  not  re- 
main long  unnoticed;  and  he  was,  foon  after  his 
leaving  the  univerlity,  appointed  chaplain  to  king 
William  and  queen  Mary.  He  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed preacher  at  Bridewell  and  lecturer  of  St. 
Bride’s.  In  1700  he  was  prefen  ted  to  the  archdea- 
conry of  Totr.els,  and  then  ‘made  a canon  refidentiary 
of  the  church  of  Exeter ; which  preferments  teem  to 
have  been  in  reward  for  Ins  endeavours  to  retrieve  the 
fy  nodical  rights  of  the  clergy  ; and  it  was  for  his  hap- 
pily aliening  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Englifh 
convocation,  as  the  vote  ol  the  univerlity  exprefles 
it,  that  he  had  the  degree  of  dodlor  of  divinity  con- 
ferred on  him  by  diploma,  without  doing  excrcife  or 
paying  fees.  Upon  the  acceffion  of  queen  Anne,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  her  chaplains,  then  inftalled 
dean  ofCarlifle,  and  prefent ed  to  the  redlory  of  Shep- 
perton;  he  was  afterwards  made  preacher  of  the  Rolls, 
and  the  next  year  chofen  lpeakerof  the  Lower  Houfe 
of  Convocation;  in  1 711  he  was  promoted  to  the  dean- 
ry  of  Chrift  church,  and  two  years  afterwards  was  ad- 
vanced 


ROCHESTER.  H7 

vanced  to  this  fee,  as  has  been  before-mentioned,  and 
had  licence  to  hold  the  deanry  'of  Weftminfter  in  com- 
mendam  with  it,  as  his  predeceflor  had  done  before  j 
and  had  a vacancy  happened  during  the  queen’s  life,  it 
is  generally  imagined,  he  would  have  been  tranflated  to 
the  fee  of  Canterbury. 

From  the  perfonal  marks  of  difrefpedt  which  were 
lhewn  to  the  bifhop  by  king  George  1.  immediately  on 
his  acceflion,  his  refentment  was  llimulated  to  oppofe 
the  meafures  of  the  court  conftantly  in  the  houfe  of 
lords.  His  uncommon  abilities,  joined  to  an  unceafing 
afliduity,  had  rendered  him  a troublefome  antagonift  to 
the  miniftry,  at  the  time  when  he  was  accufed  of 
holding  a treafonable  correfpondence,  and  as  no  pu- 
nifhment  could  be  inflicted  on  him  by  the  laws  then  in 
being,  it  was  refolved  to  make  a fpecial  law  to  deprive 
him  of  his  preferments,  and  to  fentence  him  to  perpe- 
tual banilhment.  The  bill  to  inflict  thefe  pains  and  pu- 
nifhments  on  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  received  the 
royal  aflent  in  1723,  and  within  a month  afterwards  he 
embarked  and  landed  at  Calais.  While  in  exile  the 
bifhop  refided  principally  at  Paris,  and  died  there  in 
1732.  His  body  was  brought  over  to  England,  and 
privately  interred  in  a vault,  which  he  had  prepared  be- 
fore his  banifhment,  in  Weftminfter- abbey.  On  the 
11m  which  contained  his  bowels  was  inferibed,  In  hac 
lima  depofiti  funt  cineres  Francifci  At  ter  bury , Epifcopi 
Roffenjis  ; but  there  is  no  memorial  over  his  graved 

Samuel  Bradford , S.  T.  P.  was  on  the  above  depri- 
vation tranflated  from  the  fee  of  Carlifle  hither,  being 
eledted  in  1723,  and  as  his  predeceflor  had  done,  held 
the  deanry  of  Weftminfter  in  commendam  with  it.  He 
was  a native  of  London,  and  was  of  Benet  college,  but 
quitted  the  univerfity  without  taking  a degree,  intend- 
ing to  follow  the  profeflion  of  phvfic ; the  deflgn  of 
which  he  foon  relinquilhed,  and  afterwards  procured, 

1 Godwin,  p.  541.  Hilt.  Rochelter,  p.  185  et  feq. 
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by  means  of  archbifhop  Sancroft,  a royal  mandate  for 
the  degree  of  matter  of  arts.  After  the  revolution  he 
took  orders,  and  in  the  beginning  ot  the  year  1691, 
was  appointed  minitter  of  the  church  belonging  to  St. 
Thomas’s  hofpital,  Southwark,  and  was  collated  by  the 
archbifhop  to  the  redory  of  St.  Mary  le  Bow.  He 
was  nominated  preacher  of  Boyle’s  ledure,  and  on 
queen  Anne’s  vifiting  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  in 
1705,  he  was,  with  feveral  others,  created  dodor  of 
divinity;  he  was  made  a prebendary  of  Weftminfter, 
and  in  1710  nominated  to  thebifhopric  of  St.  David’s, 
and  he  was  given  to  underftand  that  he  fhould  keep  his 
prebend  in  commendam  with  that  fee  ; but  by  a change 
of  times,  which  foon  after  followed,  this  favor  was  not 
only  refufed,  but  he  was  not  even  to  be  permitted  to 
keep  his  redory  of  Bow,  and  this,  from  the  circumftan- 
ces  of  his  family,  obliged  him  to  decline  the  bilhopric  ; 
after  which  he  was  eleded  matter  of  Benet  college,  ad- 
vanced to  the  fee  of  Carlitle,  and  in  1723  to  this  of  Ro- 
chefter,  as  has  been  before-mentioned.  He  died  at  the 
deanry  of  Weftminfter  in  1731,  in  his  79th  year,  and 
his  remains  were  depofited  in  Weftminfter  abbey.  On 
the  weft  wall  of  the  north  crofs  of  that  church,  not  far 
from  the  place  of  his  interment,  there  is  a monument 
ereded  to  his  memory.8 

Jofeph  IVilcocks,  S.  T.  P.  fucceeded  to  this  fee,  be- 
ing tranflated  from  the  bilhopric  of Gloucefter  in  173  1 , 
and  at  the  fame  time  appointed  dean  of  Weftminfter, 
and  allowed  to  hold  it  in  comm  end  am.  He  was  ot  Mag- 
dalen college,  Oxford,  after  which  he  became  chaplain 
to  the  fadory  at  Lifbon,  and  on  his  return  from  thence 
was  appointed  chaplain  to  king  George  I.  and  preceptor 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  daughters,  and  in  1721  was 
made  a prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  and  advanced  to 
the  bilhopric  of  Gloucefter,  where  he  repaired  the  epis- 
copal palace,  which  had  been  uninhabited  for  a confi- 

« Godwin,  p.  $42.  Hift.  Rocheftcr,  p,  191  et  feqd 
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derable  time  before.  The  magnificent  weflern  front 
of  Weftminfter  abbey,  which  was  finifhed  chiefly  under 
his  care,  may  be  confidered  as  a fplendid  monument  of 
his  zeal  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  that  church. 
Though  the  revenues  of  this  bifhopric  were  fo  fmall, 
yet  he  declined  any  higher  promotion,  though  he  was 
offered  the  archbifhopric  of  York,  frequently  ufing 
the  expreflion  of  his  predeceflor,  bifhop  Fiflier:  ’This 
church  is  my  wife*  and  I will  not  part  with  her  hecaufe 
Jhe  is  poor. 

He  was  a perfon  endowed  with  many  virtues,  both 
public  and  private,  of  great  innocence  and  cheerfulnefs 
of  manners,  and  of  a difpofition  everdefirous  of  doing 
good  to  all.  He  was  a continual  patron  to  Bromley 
college,  whilft  he  lived,  and  conftantly  refided  at  Brom- 
ley palace,  where  he  laid  out  much  money  in  the  re- 
pair and  improvement  of  it.  The  fatigue  of  his  lad 
vifitation  of  hisdiocefe  probably  fhortened  his  days,  for 
he  died  quickly  afterwards,  in  1756,  being  then  about 
eighty-two  years  of  age,h  and  was  buried  at  Weftmin- 
fter abbey,  where  an  elegant  monument  is  erefted  to 
his  memory. 

Zachary  Pearce , S.  T.  P.  was  his  fuccefi'or,  as  weft 
in  his  bifhopric  as  his  deanry.  He  was  fellow  of  Tri- 
nity college,  Cambridge,  and  was  prefented  to  the  rec- 
tory of  Stapleford  Abbats,  in  Effex,  and  next  year  to 
that  of  St.  Bartholomew,  behind  the  Exchange,  which 
he  refigned  in  1723,  for  the  vicarage  of  St.  Martin  in 
the  Fields.  He  was  afterwards  made  dean  of  Win- 
chefter,  and  was  elected  prolocutor  of  the  lower  houfe 
of  convocation ; in  1747  he  was  advanced  to  the  fee  of 
Bangor,  and  held  the  vicarage  of  St.  Martin’s  in  com- 
mendam  with  it,  till  his  tranflation  to  this  bifhopric. 

In  1768,  bifhop  Pearce,  having  obtained  the  king’s 
leave,  refigned  his  deanry  of  Weftminfter  i he  had  be- 
fore that  warmly  folicited  leave  to  refign  his  bilhopric  \ 

1 Godwin,  p.  542.  Hift.  Rochefter,  p.  195  et  :eq. 
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but  his  requeft  was  not  thought  proper  to  be  complied 
with  Neither  the  requeft,  nor  the  refufal  can  be  well 
accounted  for.  The  bifhop  died,  advanced  in  years, 
at  his  houfe  at  baling,  in  Middlefex,  where  he  chiefly 
refided  in  winter,  in  1774.,  and  was  buried  at  Bromley, 
having  been  in  his  life-time  a good  benefaCtor  to  t e 
college  there.  He  was  a perfon  of  much  learning,  and 
of  diftinguifhed  tafte  and  judgment,  and  his  numerous 
publications,  both  as  a divine  and  a critic,  have  lu 
ciently  proved  the  truth  of  this  afiertion. 

John  Thomas,  LL.  D.  reftor  of  Blechingley,  in  Surry, 
who  had  fucceeded  bifhop  Pearce,  in  his  deanry  ot 
Weftminfter,  in  1768,  likewife  fucceeded  him  in  this 
bilhopric  in  1774-  He  died  at  Bromley  pa  ace,  on 
Auguft  22,  1793,  having  bequeathed  by  his  will, 
among  other  benefactions,  one  thoufand  pounds  to 
Chrift  church,  and  the  like  fum  to  Queen’s  college,  m 
Oxford.  He  was  buried  in  a vault  at  Blechingley,  in 

Samuel  Horfley,  S.  T.  P.  fucceeded  him  in  this  bi- 
fhopric,  as  well  as  in  the  deanry  of  Weftminfter,  in  the 
October  following,  being  at  that  time  Whop  ot  bt. 
David’s,  and  vicar  of  South  Weald,  in  E flex,  which  he 
held  in  commendam  with  it,  but  then  refigned.  e is 
the  prefent  bifhop  of  this  fee,  and  the  93ft  in  fucceflion 
from  the  firft  ereftion  of  it  by  St.  Auguftine,  in  the 

^ The  "arms  of  the  fee  of  Rochefter  are,  Argent , on 
a faltier  gules,  an  efc allop  pell  or.  # 

The  diocese  of  Rochefter  has  in  it  one  archdea- 
' conry,  ftiled,  the  Archdeaconry  of  Rochefter,  which 
is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  34I.  14s-  9^*  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  3I.  9s. 

j Eft.  Thef.  p.  381.  See  Le  Neve’s  Fafti,  p.  253.  Regiftruir. 

RofFenfe,  p.  7. 
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A LIST  OF  THE  ARCHDEACONS  OF  ROCHESTER 

Anfchitillus , who  enjoyed  this  dignity  about  the 
year  1089. 

Herewyfey  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I. 

Robert  Pull  was  admitted  to  it  about  the  year  1 140. 

Paris  was  archdeacon  in  1 1 7 6k,  on  the  refignation 
of  the  former. 

Roger  de  IVefeham , about  1238;  he  was  alfo  dean  of 
Lincoln,  and  refigned  this  archdeaconry  in  1245,  on 
being  made  bilhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry.* 

William  de  'Trippolaw,  about  1245. 

William  de  Santlo  Martino,  about  1267.  He  died 
in  1274. 

John  de  SanElo  Dionyfio,  in  1280.  He  was  one  of 
the  king’s  chaplains,  mafter  of  the  rolls,  and  redtor  of 
Bodiham,  in  the  diocefe  of  Norwich. 

Roger  Love l enjoyed  this  dignity  in  1307. 

William  Read  was  archdeacon  of  this  diocefe,  and 
was  made  bifhop  of  Chichefter,  in  1369. 

Roger  Denford  pofiefied  it  in  1395. 

Richard  Broun,  alias  Cordon , died  pofiefied  of  this 
dignity  in  1452. 

Roger  Rotheram  was  pofiefied  of  it  in  1472,  having"— ** 
been  a prebendary  of  the  church  of  Lincoln,  which  he 
feems  to  have  refigned  on  taking  this  preferment. 

Henry  Sharpe,  LL.  D.  in  i486. 

Henry  Edyall  was  archdeacon  in  1495.  He  had  been 
collated  to  the  prebend  of  Gala  Minor,  in  the  church  of 
Litchfield,  in  i48o.II‘ 

Nicholas  Metcalfe,  S.  T.  P.  fucceeded  him.  He 
was  prebendary  of  Lincoln,  and  redtor  of  W oodham 
Ferrers;  he  was  mafter  of  St.  John’s  college,  Cam- 
bridge, at  the  time  of  his  death  in.i  537. 

' \ 

He  was  the  pope’s  nephew.  1 Willis’s  Cath.  v i.  p.  387. 

m He  was  one  of  the  executors  of  archbifhop  Morton's  will. 
Somn.  Cant,  part  ii.  p.  158. 
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Maurice  Griffith  fucceeded  that  year,  and  refigned 
this  preferment  in  1554,  on  his  being  made  bilhop  of 
this  fee. 

John  Bridgewater  fucceeded  in  1560,  being  then 
rettor  of  Wotton  Courtney  ; he  was  afterwards  rettor 
of  Lincoln  college,  redtor  of  Luccomb,  canon  refiden- 
tiary  of  Wells,  and  redtor  of  Porlock  ; all  which  he 
refigned  in  1574,  being  a Roman  Catholic,  and  retired 
to  Rheims,  where  it  is  faid  he  became  a jefuit. 

John  Calverly , of  All  Souls  college,  fucceeded  in 
1574,  and  dying  in  1576,  was  buried  at  Beckenham,  of 
which  church  he  was  redtor. 

Ralph  Pick  over,  S.  T.  P.  of  Chrift-church,  Oxford, 
was  inftalled  in  1576.  He  was  fub  almoner  to  the 
queen,  and  in  1580  was  preferred  to  a canonry  of 
Chrift-church,  Oxford,  and  afterwards  to  the  archdea- 
conry of  Salifbury,  on  which  he  refigned  this  dignity, 
and  was  fucceeded  by 

Thomas  S taller , S.  T.  P.  and  redtor  of  Alhallows, 
Lombard-ftreet,  was  inftalled  in  1593.  He  died  in 
1606.  • 

Thomas  Sanderfon , S.  T.  P.  of  Baliol  college,  Ox- 
ford, was  inftalled  in  1606. 

Richard  Tillejley , S.  T.  P.  and  redtor  of  Stone  and 
of  Cookftone,  was  the  next  archdeacon.  He  died  in 
1721 , and  was  buried  in  Rochefter  cathedral. 

Elizeus  Burgefs,  S.  T.  P.  was  inftalled  in  1621, 
during  whofe  time  king  Charles  I.  by  his  letters  patent 
in  1636,  annexed  the  fixth  flail,  or  prebend  of  the 
church  of  Rochefter,  to  this  archdeaconry  ; of  which, 
as  well  as  his  other  preferments,  he  was  deprived  in  the 
time  of  the  troubles  by  the  fanatics.  He  was  alfo  pre- 
bendary of  Ely,  vicar  of  Canewdon,  in  EfTex,  and  rec- 
tor of  Southfleet.  He  died  in  1652,  and  was  probably 
buried  at  Southfleet.11 

n Willis’s  Cathedrals,  vol.  ii.  p.  38a. 
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John  Lee , S.  T.  P.  had  this  dignity  conferred  on 
him  in  1660.  He  was  the  fon  of  Thomas  I_.ee,  of 
London,  by  Anne,  filter  of  John  Warner,  bilhop  of 
Rochefter,  and  wrote  himfelf  afterwards  Lee,  alias 
Warner.  He  died  in  1679. 

Thomas  Plume , S.  T.  P.  was  inftalled  in  1679.  He 
was  likewife  vicar  of  Eaft  Greenwich.  He  died  in 
1704,  set.  74,  and  lies  buried  in  Longfield  church-yard, 
having  bequeathed  the  greateft  part  of  his  confidcrable 
.property  to  charitable  ules.° 

1 homas  S pratt,  A.  M.  fucceeded  in  1704.  He  was 
fon  of  the  bilhop  of  this  fee  of  the  fame  name.  He 
was  likewife  prebendary  of  the  churches  of  Winchefter 
and  Weftminfter,  redor  of  Stone,  and  vicar  of  Boxley. 
He  died  in  1720,  and  was  buried  near  his  father  in 
Weftminfter  abbey. 

Henry  Brydges , S.  T.  P.  brother  of  James,  duke  of 
Chandos,  was  appointed  his  fucceflor  in  1720,  and 
died  in  1728.  He  was  redtor  of  Agmondelham. 

Samuel  Bradford , A.  M.  fon  of  the  bifnop  of  this 
fee,  fucceeded  him,  being  appointed  the  fame  yeat. 
He  was  redtor  of  Newcaftle  upon  T.  yne,  and  died  within 
a month  afterwards. 

John  Denne , S.  T.  P.  was  appointed  his  fucceflor. 
He  was  redtor  of  St.  Leonard’s,  Shoreditch,  and  af- 
terwards of  Lambeth  ; both  which  he  held  at  his  de- 
ceale.  He  died  in  1-67,  act.  74,  and  lies  buried  in 
this  cathedral. 

John  Law , S.  T.  P.  was  his  fucceflor,  and  is  the 
prefent  archdeacon  of  this  diocefe.  He  was  vicar  of 
Shorne,  in  this  county,  which  he  refigned  in  177 6,  and 
now  holds  the  redtory  of  Weftmill,  with  that  of  Much 
Eafton,  and  the  perpetual  curacy  ol  Chatham,  in  this 
diocefe. 

There  were  formerly  two  parishes  within  the 
walls  of  this  city,  St.  Clement’s  and  St.  Nicho- 

0 See  vol.  1 ft  of  this  Hiftory,  p.  41 1.  vol.  ii.  p.  39 442* 
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las’s,  and  two  without  the  walls,  St  Mary’s  and 
St.  Margaret’s  ; of  which  there  remain  at  this  time 
only  St.  Nicholas’s  and  St.  Margaret’s. 

St.  Clement’s  parish  was  fituatcd  in  the  weftern 
parts  of  this  city,  and  feems  to  have  extended  from  the 
Court- hall  weft  ward  to  the  river,  and  from  north  to 
fouth  within  that  line  to  the  city  walls.  A confiderable 
part  of  the  walls  of  this  church  is  ftill  remaining,  at 
the  entrance  from  the  High-ftreet  into  the  lane  for- 
merly called  St.  Clement’s,  but  now  Horfewafh-lane. 
The  eaft  end,  or  chancel,  is  vifible  j the  fouth  wall,  or 
part  of  it,  is  now  the  front  of  three  houfes  almoft  in  a 
line  northward  from  Bridge-lane,  and  the  north  wall 
forms  the  back  of  thefe  houfes.  The  width  of  the 
church  does  not  appear  to  have  been  above  forty  feet. 
There  was  in  it  a row  of  pillars  and  arches,  extending 
from  eaft  to  weft,  at  about  fourteen  from  the  north 
wall,  making  a narrow  ifle  ; two  of  thefe  pillars  and 
one  arch  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  in  one  of  the  houfes  above- 
mentioned.  Adjoining  to  the  north  wall  of  the  church 
was  the  church-yard,  which  in  1580  was  become  pri- 
vate property,  as  appears  from  an  entry  in  the  court- 
roll  j and  according  to  another  minute  in  the  fame, 
the  garden  of  the  parfonage  was  fituated  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  mill-ditch  and  the  north  wall  of 
the  city. 

This  church  was  a redtory,  of  which  John  Harrope 
was  the  laft  redfor.  He  died  in  1538;  after  which 
there  does  not  feem  to  have  been  another  redtor  col- 
lated to  it,  the  parifh  being  ferved  by  different  curates. 

The  income  of  this  redtory  was  become  fo  triflino- 
at  the  reformation,  by  the  aboli filing  of  maffes,  obits^ 
and  fuch  other  profits,  which  before  perhaps  made  up 
a confiderable  part  of  the  redtor’s  (lender  maintenance, 
that  it  was  no  longer  worth  any  one's  while  to  accept 
of  it.  It  never  was  in  charge  for  firft-fruits  or  tenths, 
nor  was  it,  as  far  as  appears,  ever  fubjedt  to  an  afieff- 
ment,  except  of  is.  in  1533,  towards  defraying  the 

expence 
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expence  of  a proftor  in  convocation.1*  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  it  was  united  to  the  adjoining  parilh  of  St. 
Nicholas,  by  the  aft  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  Edward  VI. 
palled  for  this  purpofe. 

The  parish  of  St.  Mary  was  fituated  without 
the  e after n gate  of  the  city.  The  church  was  in  being 
in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  anno  850  ; for  that  year 
Ethelwulf,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  and  Ethelftan. 
king  of  Kent,  gave  to  duke  Ealhere,  a fmall  piece  of 
land,  called  Healve  Aker,  in  the  eaftern  diftrift,  with- 
out the  wall  of  the  city  of  Rochefter,  in  the  louthern 
part  of  it ; in  which  land  there  was  a church,  dedicated 
in  honor  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin. 

When  this  church  was  defecrated,  I have  not  found, 
nor  any  further  mention  of  it  j but  am  informed  there 
is  a part  of  the  fuburb  of  Eaftgate  which  claims  to  be 
extra-parochial ; moft  probably  it  was  part  of  the  pa- 
rifh  of  St.  Mary. 

The  parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  only  one  at 
prefent  within  this  city,  appears  to  have  been  a paro- 
chial diftrift  before  the  conqueft.  It  certainly  was  fo 
in  the  time  of  bifhop  Gundulph,  who  came  to  this  fee 
in  1076,  though  there  was  no  church  belonging  to  it 
forfome  centuries  after ; but  in  lieu  of  it,  the  pari  ffiio- 
ners  reforted  to  an  altar  in  the  cathedral,,  called  the  pa- 
rochial altar  of  St.  Nicholas;  the  officiating  prieft  at 
which  was  appointed  by  the  convent,  and  prefented  to 
the  bifhop. q 

Walter,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  who  came  to  the  fee 
in  1 147,  confirmed  to  the  monks  of  the  priory  this  pa- 
rochial altar,  together  with  the  church  of  St.  Margaret, 
which  belonged  as  a chapel  to  it,  and  he  appropriated 
to  them  all  profits  and  obventions,  as  well  of  the  altar 
as  the  chapel.  This  was  certainly  fet  afide  by  bifhop 
Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I. 

p Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  207,  209. 
q Reg.  Roff.  p.  6.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  201. 
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who  diverted  them  of  all  profits  and  emoluments  be- 
longing to  this  altar.  However,  he  reinftated  them  in 
their  old  accuftomed  penfion  of  forty  fhillings  yearly 
from  it.  By  this  means,  the  bifhop  recovered  the  pa- 
tronage of  this  parifh  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter,  where 
it  has  ever  fince  remained. 

This  altar  is  fuppofed  by  many  to  have  been  placed 
in  the  large  recefs  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  north  great 
crofs  ifle  of  the  cathedral.  It  was  certainly  below  the 
choir,  and  was  removed  from  the  place  where  it  before 
ftood  by  the  monks,  as  appears  by  the  judicial  aft  made 
in  1312,  by  which  the  parifhioners  were  allowed  to 
perform  their  fervices  at  it,  and  they  agreed,  that 
whenever  the  prior  and  chapter  ihould  caule  a proper 
church  to  be  built  for  them  elfewhere,  they  would  then 
refort  to  it,  as  to  their  parifh  church,  without  any  fur- 
ther claim  in  that,  or  any  other  place  in  the  cathedral. 

Notwithftanding  this,  the  prior  ancYchapter  were  fo 
well  fatisfied  at  the  altar’s  remaining  in  the  cathedral, 
that  for  more  than  one  hundred  years  no  fteps  were 
taken  towards  it ; but  at  length,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  V.  by  the  endeavours  of  bilhop  Richard  Young, 
and  by  the  interpofition  of  archbifhop  Chicheley,  the 
inhabitants  were,  by  a compofition,  in  1421,  fuffered 
to  finifh  a parochial  church  for  themfelves  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  cemetery  of  the  cathedral,  the  walls  of 
which  had  been  raifed  feveral  years  before,  and  the  bi- 
fhop by  his  inftrument  for  this  purpofe  further  decreed, 
that  the  altar  of  St.  Nicholas  Ihould  be  transferred  to 
the  church,  when  finifhed,  as  well  as  all  parochial  right, 
belonging  to  it ; and  that  the  church,  when  finifhed, 
from  that  time  fhould  be  called  the  parifh  church  and 
reftory  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  not  the  vicarage,  to  the 
difburthening  of  his  church,  and  of  the  prior  and  chap- 
ter ; fo  that  for  the  future  all  burthens,  ordinary  and 
extraordinary,  efpecially  as  to  the  reparation  and  main- 
taining of  the  church,  fhould  belong  to  the  reftor  and 
the  parifhioners  of  it,  and  not  to  the  cathedral  church, 

or 
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or  the  prior  and  chapter;  to  whom  he  referved  their 
accuftomed  yearly  penfion  of  forty  fhiliings  from  the 
vicar  of  the  faid  altar  ; and  he  decreed,  that  the  reftor 
fhould  take  inftitution  for  it ; and  he  referved  to  him- 
felf  the  collation  to  it,  whenever  it  fhould  become  va- 
cant, &c. 

From  this  decree  the  prior  and  chapter  appealed  to 
the  archbifhop,  and  alledged,  that  to  the  faid  altar 
united  and  annexed  to  the  religious,  there  was  one 
vicar  received  and  admitted,  who  ufed  to  undergo  and 
bear  the  care  of  the  parifhioners  of  it  ; and  that  the 
right  of  taking  all  parochial  ecclefiaftical  rights,  and 
efpecially  all  and  all  manner  of  tithes  of  every  fort  of 
corn,  of  mills  and  paftures,  belonging  to  it,  from  the 
firft  foundation  of  the  cathedral  church  did,  and  ought 
to  belong  to  the  prior  and  chapter,  as  redtors  of  the  laid 
altar,  and  as  the  fuperiors,  and  having  the  pre-eminence 
of  the  vicar  in  the  right  and  name  of  their  church,  in 
which  the  altar  was  fituated,  of  all  which  rights,  paro- 
chial and  ecclefiaftical,  they  had  been  in  poffeffion  be- 
yond the  memory  of  man ; and  that  at  all  times  the 
chaplain  of  it  had  been  admitted  under  the  name  and 
ftile  of  vicar,  and  in  no  wife  as  rector,  nor  had  he  ever 
carried  himfelf  as  fuch  ; and  laftly,  that  the  ground  on 
which  the  church  was  built  was  the  proper  foil  be- 
longing to  them.  Upon  which,  the  archbillaop,  in 
1421,  decreed,  with  their  confent,  among  many  other 
regulations,  that  the  parifhioners  fhould  have  leave  to 
build  their  church,  and  fhould  entirely  fimfh  it  within 
three  years,  and  from  time  to  time  to  repair  it  arter- 
wards  ; that  they  fhould  renounce  all  right  and  tide  to 
the  aforefaid  altar,  or  to  any  other  thing  in  the  cathe- 
dral ; and  that  the  vicar  of  the  faid  church,  and  the 
parifhioners  fhould  for  ever  have  free  liberty  to  bury, 
without  any  interruption  from,  or  leave  afked  of  the 
prior  and  convent,  either  in  the  church,  or  in  tne  ce- 
metery fouth  of  it,  and  between  that  and  the  cathedral, 
vulgarly  called  Greenchurch  Haw,  or  in  the  other  ce- 
metery 
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metery  contiguous  to  the  church,  weftward  of  the  ca- 
thedral, as  it  was  bounded  bv  the  walls  and  gates  of  the 
prior  ; and  that  the  vicar,  who  before  obtained  inftitu- 
tion,  by  the  name  of  vicar  of  the  altar,  before-men- 
tioned, fhould  perform  divine  offices  in  this  r.ew-built 
church,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  and  fhould  fuftain 
the  care  of  the  parilhioners,  and  by  the  name  of  the  vi- 
car of  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas,  within  the  precindt 
of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  fhould  be  inftituted  and  fo 
nominated  for  the  future,  and  that  the  pariffiioners 
fhould  repair  the  walls  of  the  cemeteries  at  their  own 
proper  expence  ; and  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar,  and 
his  fucceffors,  fhould  pay  for  ever  to  the  prior  and  con- 
vent the  annual  penfion  of  forty  fhillings,  and  as  to  the 
taking  of  the  tithes  of  gardens,  rufhes,  mills,  and  other 
titheable  things,  arifing  within  this  pariffi,  and  the  pro- 
fits and  commodities  for  their  fupport,  by  which  they 
might  be  enabled  to  fupport  the  burthens  incumbent  on 
them,  the  archbifhop,  on  account  of  various  and  ar- 
duous matters  by  which  he  was  then  hindered,  deferred 
determining  the  fame,  but  refer  ved  it  to  himfelf  to  make 
his  decree  concerning  them,  at  his  future  leifure.1 

This  church  was  afterwards  confecrated  by  John, 
bifhop  of  Dromore,  in  the  abfence  of  the  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  18,  1423. 

No  defcription  is  left  of  this  church,  which  appears 
to  have  remained  near  two  hundred  years;  but  the 
building  becoming  ruinous,  and  in  1620  being  judged 
incapable  of  being  repaired,  it  was  taken  down,  and 
a new  one,  which  is  now  ftanding,  was  eredted  on  the 
fame  fpot. 

This  building  was  confecrated  on  Sept.  24,  1624, 
(as  was  an  additional  burying-ground  the  day  following) 
by  Dr.  John  Buckeridge,  bifhop  of  Rochefter.  It 
extends  in  length  one  hundred  feet,  and  in  breadth  fixty 


feet ; 


r Regiftrum  Roffenfis,  p.  560  et  feq. 
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feet ; it  confifts  of  a nave  and  two  iflcs.  It  is  a iub- 
ftantial  fpacious  church,  handfomely  fitted  up  and  or- 
namented, and  extremely  well  conftrufted  for  public 
worfhip  ; at  the  north-weft  angle  of  it  is  a tower  ftee- 
ple  containing  two  bells. 

The  prelent altar-piece  was  given  by  Edward  Bar- 
tholomew, efq.  in  1706  ; he  likewife  gave  for  the  ufe 
of  the  church  two  filver  flaggons,  and  a patten  of  thirty 
pounds  price.  Edward  Harlow,  in  1609,  gave  a gilt 
cup.  Francis  Brooke,  efq.  in  1703,  gave  a large  filver 
plate  for  the  offerings  at  the  facrament;  and  Henry 
Auften,  gent,  gave  two  handfome  large  common- 
prayer  books  to  be  placed  on  the  altar. 

.Among  other  monuments  and  inscriptions  in  this  church  are 
the  following — 7m  the  chancel,  a brafs  plate  lor  Alice,  daughter 
and  heir  of  John  Williams,  of  Stroud,  firft  married  to  John  Tucke, 
alderman;  and  Secondly,  to  Thomas  Robinton,  regift.  ob.  1574-; 
a memorial  for  Robert  Bayley,  late  niinifter  of  this  parifli,  obt. 
1701  ; in  the  north  window,  gules  on  a chevron,  3 crefcents  fa- 
ble, and  infcription,  that  the  window  was  fet  up  at  the  charge  of 
John  Cobham,  efq.  and  alderman' in  1624;  on  a graveftone, 
fouth  of  the  altar,  are  the  arms  of  Auften,  and  under  it  a vault 
for  that  family,  made  by  a faculty;  a monument,  arms,  fable 
three  fifties  argent  in  pale,  Barry,  with  the  figures  of  a man  and 
his  three  wives,  for  Thomas  Rocke,  gent,  alderman,  and  four 
times  mayor,  obt.  1625  ; a monument,  arms,  three  wolves  heads 
couped,  within  a bordure  fable,  with  the  figures  of  a man  and 
woman  kneeling  atadefk,  for  George  Wilfon,  efq.  twice  mayor, 
obt.  1629,  and  Anne  his  wife,  obt.  1630.  In  the  nave,  memo- 
rials for  Elizabeth,  firft  wife  of  Sir  Robert  Fane,  only  daughter 
of  Norton  Halke,  gent.  obt.  1661,  and  for  Elizabeth,  his  fecond 
wife,  eldeft  danghter  of  Richard  Head,  efq.  obt.  1663;  tor 
Henrv,  Ion  of  Richard  Head,  efq.  obt.  1673  ; for  Barbara,  wife 
of  William  Head,  alderman,  obt.  1703  ; a monument  for  George 
Robinfon,  four  times  mayor,  obt.  1657.  In  the  fouth  i/le , againft 
tne  fouth  wall,  a brafs  plate  for  Thomafine,  daughter  of  William 
Watts,  wife  of  Robert  Hail,  mayor,  obt.  1 5 75*  t^Le  mrt^1  ifler 
a monument  for  Robert  Conny,  M.  D.  oniy  Son  of  John  Conqy, 
furgeon,  and  twice  mayor,  the  fon  of  Robert  Conriy,  of  God-, 
manchefter,  in  Huntingdonftiire,  gent,  he  married  fiances, 
daughter  of  Richard  Manley,  efq.  ct  Holloway-court,  they  both 
died  in  1723  ; a monument,  arms,  or,  three  goats  heads  erafed 
fable,  for  Philip  Bartholomew,  gent,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  who 

both 
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both  died  .in  1696,  placed  by  Leonard,  their  only  furviving  Ton  ; 
in  the  north  window,  fable,  a chevron  between  three  tuns  ar- 
gent, and  a little  lower  Philpot.5 

This  parifh  is  fituated  within  the  diocefe  and  deanry 
of  Rochefter.  The  vicarage  of  St.  Nicholas  in  1291 
was  valued  at  five  marcs.  It  is  valued  in  the  king's 
books  at  20I.  8s.  9d.  per  annum,  and  the  yearly  tenths 
at  2I.  os.  icid,  In  1649  the  yearly  value  of  it  was 
returned  at  59I.  6s.  8d.  per  annum.1 

The  bifhop  of  Rochefler  continues  patron  of  this 
vicarage. 

A houfe  was  allotted  to  the  vicars  of  it  fome  centu- 
ries ago  ; it  is  fituated  not  far  from  the  free-fchool,  and 
a piece  of  ground  belonging  to  it  extends  to  the  north 
wall  of  the  city.  Some  part  of  the  old  houfe  was  re- 
built by  the  late  vicar,  Mr.  John  Vade. 

The  penfion  of  forty  fhillings  due  from  the  vicar  of 
the  parochial  altar  of  St.  Nicholas  continued  to  be  paid 
to  the  prior  and  convent  till  their  di Ablution,  when  it 
was  granted  by  king  Henry  VIII.  to  his  new-founded 
dean  and  chapter,  who  now  poffcfs  it. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefented. 
JSi/hoJi  of  Rochefler 


» See  the  monuments  and  infcrip- 
tions  in  this  chuich  at  large  in  Reg. 
Roff.  p.  721. 

* Pari.  Survevs,  Lambeth  library, 
vol.  xix. 

“ Reg.  Roff.  p.  563.  He  was  the 
firft  vicar,  on  the  building  of  the 
church. 

w Regiil.  Prerog.  Cant. 
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Thomas  Chamlerlayn , in  142 1. a 
Edward  Fuiter,  1460.*' 

Patricius  Startes,  I476.x 
Richard  Sewfler,  alias  IJcivfler, 
A.  M.  1 501. ■ 

James  Deyer,  A.  M.  1624/ 
Elizeus  Burgts , S.  T.  P.  1 628.1 
Allen  At  worth , 1 649. b 

x Official  of  the  archdeacon.  Reg. 
Roff.  p.  406. 

y Reg.  Roff.  p.  418,  426. 
z Ibid.  p.  725. 

a Archdeacon  of  Rochefler,  and 
re£tor  of  Southflcet,  by  difpenfation  in 
1628.  Rym.  Foed.  vol.  xix.  p.  56. 

b Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  library, 
vol.  xix. 
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PATRONS,  CsV. 
Bifiofi  of  Rochefter 


Dixon , S.  T.  P.c 

Robert  Bayley,  obt.  O&ober  8, 
1 701. 1 

John  Gilman , A M.  obt.  Nov. 
17  1710.“ 

Samuel  Doylcy,  A.  M.  obt.  May 
1 74^-f 

Boyce , induced  May  16, 

1 748,  obt.  Nov.  1751. 

John  VaJe,  A.  M.  obt.  June 
I 765.® 

Charles  Allen,  obt.  1795. 

William  Wrighte,  1 795,  the  pre- 
fent  vicar. 


e Preb.of  Rochefter.  f He  lies  buried  near  the  weft  door 

d He  lies  buried  in  this  church.  of  the  cathedral,  but  without  any  in- 
e Prcb.  of  Rochefter,  and  re£lor  of  fcription. 

Kingsdown.  He  lies  buried  in  the  ca-  % In  Jan.  1755,  a dHpenfation  palled 
thedral.  for  h‘s  folding  this  with  Croydon. 

There  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  called  the  manor  of 
Ambree,  Matter  ium  Amber  ice,  which  is  now  part  of  the 
poffefiions  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  and 
formerly  belonged  to  the  priory.  It  was  called  the 
cellerer’s  court,  and  was  held  at  le  Amertbenche , i.  e. 
the  almonry  bench,  of  the  priory  whence  it  acquired 
its  prefent  name. 

In  this  parish,  at  a fmall  diftance  fouthward  of 
the  caftle,  is  a large  mount,  thrown  up  in  antient  times, 
called  Buli.y-hill,  on  which  there  are  feveral  genteel 
houfes  built;  the  principal  of  which  is  fituated  on  the 
fummit  of  the  mount,  commanding  a moft  delightful 
view  of  the  river,  both  above  and  below  the  bridge, 
the  navy,  docks,  &c.  the  cathedral,  caftle,  and  adjoin- 
ing country,  altogether  forming  a profpeCt  hardly  to  be 
exceeded.  This  feat,  with  the  lurroundirig  gardens, 
was  the  property  of  Thomas  Pearce,  efq.  commiflioncr 
of  the  navy,  whofe  fon,  Thomas  Pearce,  efq.  fold  it  to 
Thomas  Gordon,  efq.  who  rebuilt  it ; his  daughter  and 
heir  carried  it  in  marriage  to  her  firft-coufin,  William 
vol.  iv,  m Gordon, 
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Gordon,  efq.  late  M.  P.  for  this  city,  and  fheriff  for 
this  county  in  1763.  He  refided  here,  and  died  pof- 
feffed  of  it  in  1776,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
and  his  widow*  Mrs.  Gordon,  furviving,  who  is  the 
prefent  poflefifor  of  it.h 

Satis  is  a feat  which  lies  weidward  from  that  laft- 
mentioned,  nearer  the  river,  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff, 
at  a confiderable  height  from  it.  In  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth  it  was  the  property  and  refidence  of  Mr.  Ri- 
chard Watts,1  who  reprefented  this  city  in  parliament, 
in  the  5th  year  of  that  reign.  He  had  the  honour  of 
entertaining  the  queen  at  his  houfe  here,  in  the  year 
15.73,  and  the  laft  day  of  her  continuance  in  this  city, 
as  fhe  was  on  her  return  from  one  of  her  excurfions 
round  the  counties  of  Suffex  and  Kent.  It  is  {aid  that 
when  Mr.  Watts,  at  her  departure,  apologized  for  the 
fmallnefs  and  inconvenience  of  his  houfe,  but  ill  iuited 
for  the  reception  of  fo  great  a princefs  ; the  queen,  in 
return,  made  ufe  of  the  Latin  word  Satis  only ; figni- 
fying  by  it,  that  fhe  was  very  well  contented  with  it; 
f nee  which  this  houfe  has  acquired  the  name  of  Satis. 
After  his  death,  his  widow  became  poffeffed  of  it,  and 
about  fix  years  afterwards  married  Mr.  Thomas  Pagitt, 
who  enjoyed  it  in  her  right.  She  died  poffeffed  of  it ; 
after  which,  in  purfuance  of  Mr.  Watts’s  will,  it  was 
fold,  and  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  it  applied 
towards  the  fupport  of  the  alms-houfe,  now  called 
Watts’s  hofpital,  in  this  city.  Who  were  the  poffefTors 
of  it  afterwards,  I have  not  found  ; but  in  Charles  II’s 
reign,  it  was  owned  by  Mr.  alderman  George  Wood- 
yer,  who  refided  here.k  His  widow,  Mrs.  Martha 
Woodyer,  of  Shorne,  in  this  county,  together  with 
William  Woodyer,  her  fon,  by  deed,  in  1698,  con- 
veyed this  feat  to  Mr.  Francis  Brooke,  and  he  at  his 

11  See  the  third  volume  of  this  Hiflory,  p.  447. 

1 He  died  here  in  1579,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral,  as  has 
been  already  mentioned. 

k See  more  of  the  Woodyers,  under  Shorne,  vol.  iii.  p.  447. 
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“ At  Rochester  is  an  almshouse  founded  by 
one  of  the  representatives,  with  this  remarkable 
inscription  : ‘ Richard  Watts,  Esq.  by  his  will, 
dated  22d  August,  1579,  founded  this  charity 
for  six  poor  travellers,  who  not  being  rogues  or 
proctors , may  receive  gratis,  for  one  night, 
lodging,  entertainment,  and  four-pence  each.’ 
The  reason  assigned  for  this  aversion  to  proc- 
tors is,  that  the  one  employed  to  make  his  will 
during  an  illness,  from  which  he  recovered,  had 
constituted  himself  heir  to  his  estates.  Much 
land  in  this  and  other  counties  is  held  of  Ro- 
chester Castle  by  the  tenure  of  perfect  castle 
guard  : on  St.  Andrew’s  day,  old  style,  a banner 
is  hung  out  at  the  house  of  the  receiver  of  the 
rents,  and  every  tenant  neglecting  then  to  dis- 
charge his  proper  rent,  is  liable  to  have  it 
doubled  every  time  the  tide  passes  the  adjacent 
bridge  during  the  time  it  remains  unpaid.” 

t 

2 
f 
f 

l 

a 

P 

t 

t 

1 

a 


.dJLi(|tu>>ii.y  aiiu  i.uuj»ui  vuuiitcuni 

sumes  an  expression  of  satisfaction  appa 
sunk  in  profound  meditation,  leaning  l) 
liis  chair  and  looking  fixedly  straight 
him,  he  suffers  a sip  of  wine  to  glide  do’  > 
throat  from  time  to  time,  only  hreakn 
leath-like  silence  by  now  and  then  laboi  i 
launching  his  rocky  biscuits.  M hen  th*  < 
s finished,  follows  stage  the  third,  t 
ligestion.  All  motion  now  ceases:  l i 
letite  being  satiated,  he  falls  into  a t ■ 
nagnetic  sleep,  only  distinguishable  fio' 
latural  by  the  open  eyes.  After  th 
listed  for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  all  a 
t ceases  ; he  cries  out,  as  il  under  the  in 
if  some  sudden  possession,  ‘ niter,  m 
iers and  seizing  a candle,  walks  off  i . 
o his  chamber  to  meet  his  slippers  and 
"his  farce,  acted  by  five  or  six  men  at  on 
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death  devifed  it  to  his  Ton,  Mr.  Philip  Brooke,  who 
was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  Ton,  Jofeph  Brooke,  efq.  late 
recorder  of  this  city,  who  rebuilt  the  greateft  part  of  it, 
he  refided  in  it  till  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Francis 
Brooke,  efq.  when  fucceeding  to  his  feat  at  Town- 
Mailing,  he  removed  thither,  where  he  died  in  1792,  as 
did  his  widow  Mrs.  Brooke,  in  1795.  It  is  now  the 
refidence  of  John  Longley,  efq.  recorder  of  this  city. 

Walker  Weldon,  of  Swanfcombe,  owner  of  Rochef- 
ter-caftle,  in  1722,  conveyed  to  Mr.  Philip  Brooke, 
that  part  of  the  raftle-ditch  and  ground,  as  it  then  lay 
uninclofed,  on  Bully  hill,  being  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  hill  and  ditch  without  the  walls  of  the  callle,  extend- 
ing from  thence  to  the  river  Medway  ; under  which 
title  it  defcended,  with  Satis,  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Brooke, 
who  about  fifty  years  ago  filled  up  the  ditch,  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  river,  and  planted  it  with  trees,  and 
it  now  forms  a lawn  to  the  front  of  the  houfe.  WThen 
the  hill  was  levelled  for  the  above  purpofe,  many  Ro- 
man urns,  pater#,  lacbrymatorce , and  other  remains  of 
that  nation  were  found  by  the  workmen  ; moft  of  which 
were  given  to  Dr.  Thorpe,  of  this  city. 

The  large  mount  or  hill  of  earth,  on  which  Mrs. 
Gordon’s  houfe  and  gardens  are  fituated,  in  all  likeli- 
hood was  thrown  up  by  the  Danes  in  the  year  885,  at 
the  time  they  befieged  this  city,  a circumftance  men- 
tioned by  moft  of  our  antient  hiftorians.  There  is  one 
fimilar  to  it  at  Canterbury,  thrown  up  probably  by  the 
fame  people,  though  it  is  not  quite  fo  large,  and  hands 
fomewhat  further  from  that  cattle. 

By  king  Edward  IV’s  charter  to  the  citizens  of  Ro- 
chefter,  in  the  ift  year  of  his  reign,  he  granted  to  them 
a view  of  frank-pledge,  and  alfo  to  hold  a couit  of 
pie- powder,  in  a certain  place  called  the  Boley,  within 
the  fuburbs  of  the  city.  This  is  a feparate  leet  from 
that  held  in  the  Guildhall,  and  the  inhabitants  of  this 
(mall  diftria  are  bound  to  appear  before  the  recorder, 
as  he  ward  of  the  court  of  the  mayor  and  citizens, 
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which  is  annually  held  on  the  Monday  after  St.  Mi- 
chael, who  then  appoints  an  officer,  called  the  baron 
of  the  Bully,  for  the  year  enffiing,  by  prefenting  him 
with  the  ftaff  of  office.  The  court  is  holden  under  an 
elm  tree  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  hill.  The  houfeholders 
of  this  1'pot  are  generally  appointed  to  the  above  office 
in  fucceffion.' 

The  charities  belonging  to  this  pariffi  will  be  men- 
tioned hereafter,  in  the  lift  of  thole  given  in  general  to 
the  city  of  Rochefter. 

The  parish  of  St.  Margaret  is  of  large  extent, 
and  contains  all  the  lands  without  the  walls  on  thefouth 
fide  of  the  city,  that  are  within  the  bounds  of  its  ju- 
rifdittion.  It  is  filed  in  fome  records,  St.  Margaret’s 
in  Suthgate,m  and  in  thofe  of  the  city,  the  Borough  of 
Suthgate." 

There  are  two  ftreets  of  houfes  in  this  pariffi,  the  one 
called  St.  Margaret’s-ftreet,  leading  from  Bully-hill  to 
die  church,  and  fo  on  to  Borftall  and  Woldham  fouth- 
ward  ; the  other  at  fome  diftance  from  it  called  St. 
Margaret’s-bank,  being  a long  row  of  houfes,  fituated 
on  a high  bank  at  the  north-eaft  boundary  of  the  pa- 
riffi, on  the  louth  fide  of  the  great  London  road  to  Do- 
ver, between  St.  Catherine’s  hofpital  in  Rochefter,  and 
the  Vi<5tualli tig-office,  in  Chatham.  Thefe  houfes  are 
within  the  manor  of  Lark  hill. 

There  are  several  manors  within  the  bounds  of 
this  pariffi,  the  molt  eminent  of  which  is  that  of 

Borstall,  which  was  given  to  the  church  of  Ro- 
chefter and  biffiop  Beornmod,  in  the  year  8 1 1,  by  Cas- 
nulf,  king  of  Mercia,  as  three  plough  lands. 

This  manor  feems  to  have  continued  part  of  the  pol- 
feffions  of  the  church  of  Rochefter,  without  any  inter- 
ruption, till  the  time  of  the  conqueft.  It  is  thus  de- 
lcribed  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  in 

1 Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  *281  et  feq. 
m Reg.  Rolf,  p.  546.  " Hill.  Rochefter,  p.  5. 
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the  year  1080,  under  the  general  title  of  'Terra  Epi 
Rovecefire , i.  e.  the  lands  of  the  bifhop  of  Rocheffer. 

In  the  hundred  of  Rochefter , the  fame  bifhop  (of  Ro - 
chejier ) holds  Rorchetelle.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard 
the  Confeffor  it  was  taxed  at  two  filings , and  now  for 
one  filing  and  an  half.  The  arable  land  is  four  car  lo- 
cates. In  demefne  there  arc  two  carucates,  and  fix  vil- 
leins zvith  three  carucates.  There  are  50  acres  of  mca- 
dozv,  and  tzvo  mills  of  20  J, hillings . In  the  time  of 
king  Edivard , and  afterwards,  it  was  zvorth  fix  pounds , 
and  now  1 o pounds. 

In  Rochefer  the  bifoop  had , and  yet  has,  24 plats  of 
ground , which  belong  to  Frindfbury  and  Borfral , his  own 
manors.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor,  and 
afterwards , they  were  zvorth  three  pounds , now  they  are 
worth  eight  pounds,  and  yet  they  yield  yearly  11  pounds 
and  1 3 f. Tilings  and  four-pence. 

When  bifhop  Gundulph  was  elected  to  this  fee  in 
the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  and  after  the  example  of 
his  patron,  archbilhop  Lanfranc,  feparated  his  own  re- 
venues from  thofe  of  his  convent,  this  manor  in  the  di- 
vifion  was  allotted  to  the  bifhop  and  his  fucceflors. 

On  a taxation  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter’s  manors, 
in  1255,  it  appears  that  the  bifhop  had  in  the  manor  of 
Borflalie  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  arable,  eftimated 
each  acre  at  4d.  forty  acres  of  fait  meadow  at  8d.  each, 
and  fourteen  acres  of  fait  paffure,  each  at  6d.  which, 
with  the  rents  of  aftife,  made  the  total  value  of  the 
whole  manor  9I.  ics.  3d.  the  repair  of  the  buildings 
yearly  amounting  to  twenty  fhillings.0 

This  manor  hill  continues  in  the  poffeflion  of  the 
bifhop  of  Rochefter  ; but  the  demefne  lands  are  leafed 
out  by  him  to  Mrs.  Vade,  of  Croydon,  in  Surry. 

By  the  agreement  made  between  John  I.owe,  bifhop 
of  Rochefter,  and  the  bailiff  and  citizens  of  Rochefter, 
in  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  concerning  the 

0 Reg.  Roff.  p.  10,  64,  65,  133. 
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limits  of  the  jurifdiaion  of  the  city,  according  to  the 
charter  then  lately  made  to  them,  this  borough  and 
manor  of  Borftall  was  declared  to  be  exempt  from  the 
precinft  of  the  hundred  of  Rochefter,  and  the  law-day 
of  it,  and  from  all  payments,  fines,  fuits,  forfeitures  and 
amerciaments  due  on  that  account,  as  being  within  the 
liberty  of  the  biihop,  and  his  church. p 

The  monks  of  Rochefter  priory  had  feveral  grants 
of  tythes,  and  other  premifes  made  to  them  within 
this  manor  and  hamlet. 

Robert  Ernulf  and  Eadric  de  Borftalie,  gave  the  tithes 
of  their  lands  in  Borftalie  to  the  priory,  which  were  con- 
firmed to  it  by  feveral  bifhops  ot  Rochefter,  and  others.'1 
Jn  which  confirmations  they  are  deferibed,  as  the  whole 
tithe  of  Borftalie  of  corn,  and  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of 
the  land  of  Ralph  de  Borftalie/  Eadric  de  Hefcender^ 
with  his  wife  and  two  Tons,  entered  into  the  fociety  ot 
the  monks  of  this  priory,  upon  condition,  that  when 
they  died,  the  monks  fhould  fay  a fervice  for  them,  as 
for  their  brethren ; and  the  monks  were  to  have  for 
ever  the  tithes  ot  their  lands  in  Boreftealle  and  Freon- 

detberie,  but  in  corn  only. 

Several  parcels  of  land,  &c.  lying  within  the  manor 
or  hamlet  of  Borftall,  were  likewife  at  times  given  to 
thefe  monks.  All  thefe  premifes  continued  part  ot  the 
pofteftions  of  the  priory  till  the  di Ablution  ofit,  in  1540, 
when  they  were  turrendered  into  the  king  s hands,  and 
were  fettled  by  him,  three  years  afterwards,  on  his  new- 
founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  where  they  re- 
main at  prefent. 

This  manor,  with  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  was 
bound  antiently  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the  firft 
pier  of  Rochefter- bridge. 

Nashenden  is  a manor  in  this  parifti,  which  lies 
about  three-quarters  of  a mile  fouth-eaftward  from  Bor- 

p Reg.  Roff.  p.  57$.  q Text.  Roff.  p.  166. 

r See  Regiftrum  Roffenfe,  p.  481,  and  482, 
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flail.  In  the  Text  us  Roffienfis  it  is  called  Hefcenden , and 
in  Domefday,  Efiedene. 

This  manor  was  part  of  thofe  vaft  poffdftons,  wn. 
which  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  han-bio- 
ther  Odo,  the  great  hilhop  of  Baieux  ; accordingly  1 
is  thus  entered,  under  the  title  of  that  prelate  s lands, 
in  the  general  lurvey  of  Donlefday  : _ . \ 

Ranmdfde  Columbeh  holds  of  the  bifiop  (of  B*tem ■) 
E/Jedene.  It  was  taxed  at  one  fiding.  I he  arable  land 
is  . . . . In  demefte  there  is  one  carucate,  and  iq  vil- 
leins, with  three  borderers  having  three  carucates.  I here 
are  three  fervants , and  8 acres  of  meadow.  In  the  time 

of  king  Edward  the  Confejjbr , it  was  worth  three  pounds, 
when  he  received  it  four  pounds , now  five  pounds.  Lai 

Leit  'fmt%  'by  the  red  book  of  the  exchequer,  that 
this  eftate  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II  was  he  d by 
Thomas  de  Neflingden,  of  Daniel  de  Crevequei, 
one  knight’s  fee  of  the  old  feoffment 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  this  manor  y-  > • 
come  the  property  Of  Jeffo'  Hafpale,  whofc  defen- 
dant, John  de  Afpaie,  for  fo  the  name  was  then  , 
died  poffeiTed  of  Nalhenden  in  the  31ft  yeu  of - 
' reignl  holding  it  of  the  king  tn  cafite.  A* ter  whic 
it  appears  to  have  come  into  the  name  of  Bafing,  an- 
from  thence  quickly  after  into  that  of  Charles. 

Richard  Charles,  as  appears  by  the  inquifitmn  taken 
after  his  death,  anno  1 Richard  II.  died  poflefled  of  he 
manor  ofNafeden,  which  he  held  of  thek,n|/*^ 
by  knight’s  fervice,  excepting  forty  acres  of  pal  1 
and  wood,  which  he  held  of  the  lord  Grey,  as  of  his 
manor  of  Aylesford  ; whofe  nephew  Richard  fon  o, 
his  brother  Roger  Charles,  died  poffeiTed  of  i n 

nth  year  of  that  reign,  holding  it  of  die  hi  g * 
as  of  his  honor  of  Peverel  and  Hagenet,  by 

knNRhoieasVHaut  afterwards  poffeiTed  this  manor,  in 
righto!  his  wife  Alice,  who  was  a defendant  d « 
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above-mentioned  family.  She  held  it  for  the  term  of 
her  life  with  remainder  to  James  Peckham,  who  on  her 
death,  in  the  lit  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  came  into  the 
poflfelTion  of  it.  He  obtained  the  king’s  licence  two 
years  afterwards,  to  give  and  amortize  to  the  wardens 
of  Rocheller- bridge,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  this  manor, 
and  alfo  one  hundred  acres  of  pafture,  with  their  ap- 
purtenances in  Ellesford,  the  manor  then  being  worth 
yearly,  and  above  all  repriles  61.  13s.  4d.  per  annum.3 
Since  which  it  has  continued  part  of  the  poffeflions  of 
the  wardens  and  commonalty  of  the  iuid  bridge,  for  the 
fupport  and  repair  of  it.  The  p re  fen  tie  (Tees  of  this  ma- 
nor are  Leonard  Bartholernew  and  Phil.  Boghurft,  efqrs. 

An  account  of  the  tithes  of  this  manor  will  be  given, 
with  thole  of  Little  Deice  in  this  parifh.' 

There  was  a chapel  at  this  place,  dependent  on  the 
parifh  church  of  St.  Margaret.' 

Great  Delce  is  a manor  which,  with  the  eflate 
now  called  Lower  Delce,  lies  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
this  parifh,  about  half  a mile  fouthward  from  Eaftgate, 
in  Rochefter.  It  was  formerly  called  Much  Delce  and 
Delce  Magna,  or  Great  Delce,  and  was  given  by  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror  to  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux,  his  half- 
brother,  under  the  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered 
in  the  general  furvty  of  Domefday  : 

In  the  lath  of  Aylesford , in  Rochefer  hundred , the 
[on  of  William  I ahum  holds  Delce.  of  the  btjhop  (of 
Baieux).  It  was  taxed  at  one  fuling  and  one  yoke.  The 

arable  land  is There  is  one  carucate  in  demefie , 

and  five  villeins  having  five  carucates.  There  are  1 2 
acres  of  meadoiv>  wood  for  the  pannage  of  one  hog.  In 
the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejfor , and  afterwards , 
it  zvas  worth  three  pounds , and  now  70  ) hillings . Go- 
dric  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

This  manor  afterwards  came  into  the  poflfefiion  of  a 
family,  to  which  it  gave  name.  Herebert,  Gosfrid, 

5 Archives  of  Rochefter  bridge.  * Seep.  173. 
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and  Hugo  de  Deice  pofTelTed  it  in  fuccejlive  genera- 
tions. After  which  it  palled  to  Buckerel,  and  the  heirs  , 
of  Thomas  Buckerel,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  held  it  as  two  knights  fees  and  a half, 
of  Bertram  de  Criol.“  After  which  this  eftate  feems  to 
have  been  feparated  into  parcels,  for  Geoffry  de  Haf- 
pale  held  this  manor  as  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s 
fee  only,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  15th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  as  appears  by  the  inquifition  taken 
for  that  purpofe. 

The  next  family  who  fucceeded,  as  appears  by  the 
original  deeds  of  this  eftate,  was  that  of  Molineux,  de- 
fcended  from  thole  of  Scfton,  in  Lancashire  ; but  they 
did  not  keep  polleffion  of  it  long,  for  by  the  evidence 
of  an  anticnt  court-roll,  Benedict  de  Fulfham  was  lord 
of  it  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  His  de- 
scendant, Richard  Fulfham,  held  it  of  the  king  in  ca- 
pite , as  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee,  at  his  death  in 
the  5th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  Soon  after  which  this 
name  feems  to  have  become  extindt  here  ; for  in  the 
9th  year  of  that  reign,  Reginald  Love  died  pofiefled 
of  it,  and  his  lucceflbr  held  it  till  the  latter  end  ot  king 
Henry  VTs  reign,  when  it  palled  by  fale  to  William 
Venour,  whole  arms  were,  Argent,  on  a fefs  fable  Jive 
efcallops  or,  three  and  two , and  who  died  polieffed  of 
this  manor  in  the  ill  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  After 
which  it  was  within  a few  months  conveyed  by  fale  to 
Markham,  defcended  from  an  antient  family  of  that 
name  in  Nottinghamshire,  in  which  name  it  ftaid  but  a 
very  fhort  time  before  it  was  fold  to  Tate,  who  palled 
it  away  to  Sir  Richard  Lee,  citizen  of  London,  and 
grocer,  who  Served  the  office  of  lord -mayor  in  the  39th 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  the  9th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward IV.W  Fie  was  the  eldeft  Ion  ot  John  Lee,  of 
Wolkfted,  in  Surry,  and  grandfon  of  Symon  Lee,  who 

u Book  of  Knight’s  Fees  in  the  Exchequer. 

w Strype’s  btow’s  Survey,  book  v.  p 122,  123. 
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was  defended  of  anceftorsin  Worceltefffiire,  and  bore 
for  his  arms,  Azure , on  a fefs  coiized  or , three  leopard's 
faces  tales.  He  lies  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Ste- 
phen, \Valbrook,  his  arms  are  remaining  in  Eaft-Grin- 
ftcd  church,  and  in  that  of  St.  Dionis  Backchurch,  in 
London,  with  thofe  of  feveral  marriages  of  his  pofte- 
rirv  ; his  fon  Richard  Lee  feems  to  have  had  this  ma- 
nor of  Great  Deice  by  gift  of  his  father  during  his 
life-time,  and  kept  his  fhrievalty  at  this  manfion  in  the 
19th  year  of  the  latter  reign,  his  fon  Richard,  who  was 
both  of  Deice  and  of  Maidftone,  left  two  Tons,  the 
youngeft  of  whom,  Edward,  was  archbifhop  of  York/ 
and  the  cldeft  Richard,  was  of  Deice*  whofe  only  furviving 
fon,  Godfrey,  in  the  3 ift  year  of  Henry  VIII.  procured 
his  lands  to  be  difgavelled , by  the  general  a£t  pafled 
for  this  purpofe/  after  which  his  defendants  continued 
to  refide  here  for  feveral  generations,  but  Richard  Lee, 
efq.  about  the  latter  end  of  queen  Anne’s  reign,  paffed 
awav  the  whole  of  this  eftate,  excepting  the  manor, 
and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  of 
Northfleet,  in  this  county,  from  which  time  this  fat  and 
eftate  acquired  the  name  of  Lower  Deice. 

Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  died  in  1727,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  his  only  fon  and 
heir,  who  died  without  iflue  in  1775,  and  by  his  will 
bequeathed  this,  among  his  other  eftates,  to  his  niece 
and  heir-at-law,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  his  filler  Eli- 
zabeth Comyns,  wh'o  afterwards  carried  them  in  mar- 
riage to  Francis  Wadman,  efq.  of  the  Hive,  in  North- 
fleet,  and  he  is  the  prefent  poffefibr  of  Lower  Deice. 

The  manor  of  Great  Delce,  and  the  forty  acres 
of  land  above-mentioned,  together  with  a farm,  called 
Kind’s  Farm,  continued  in  the  pofieffion  of  Richard 
Leerelq.  who  died  poflefled  of  them  in  1724,  and  his 
grandfon,  Richard  Lee,  efq.  of  Clytha,  in  W ales,  now 

* See  his  life  in  Eiog.  Brit.  vol.  i.  p.  1115. 

y The  defeent  of  Lee  is  in  Viftn.  co.  Kent,  anno  1619. 
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poflefles  this  manor ; but  in  1769,  he  alienated  all 
the  demefnes  of  it,  together  with  King’s  farm,  to  Mr. 
Sampfon  Waring,  of  Chatham,  who  died  pofleHed  of 
them  in  1769,  leaving  his  brother,  Mr.  Walter  Wa- 
ring, and  hia  lifter,  Mrs.  Smith,  of  Lower  Deice, 
his  executors,  who  are  at  this  time  entitled  to  the 
profits  of  them.  The  court  for  the  manor  of  Great 
Deice  has  not  been  held  for  fome  years. 

The  manor  is  held  by  caftle-guard  rent  of  Rochef- 
ter  caftle ; but  when  the  man  lion  and  mod  part  of 
the  lands  were  fold,  as  above  mentioned,  from  Lee 
to  Chiffinch,  the  former  exprefsly  charged  the  whole 
of  that  rent  on  the  premifes  bought  by  Chiffinch,  and 
entirely  exonerated  that  part  which  he  referved  to 
himfelf  from  paying  any  portion  of  it. 

An  account  of  the  tithes  of  this  manor,  given  to 
the  priory  of  Rochefter,  may  be  feen  under  the  fol- 
lowing defcription  of  Little  Deice  manor. 

Little  Delce,  or  Delce  Parva,  now  known 
by  the  name  of  Upper  Delce,  is  a manor  in  this 
parifti,  fkuated  in  the  high  road  between  Rochefter 
and  Maidtione,  fomewhat  more  than  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  former.  This  likewife,  as  well  as  that 
of  Great  Delce,  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror 
to  his  half  brother  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux  5 under  the 
general  title  of  whole  lands  it  is  thus  defcribed  in  the 
book  of  Domefday  : 

In  Rochefter  hundred , Anfgotus  de  Rouceftre  holds 
Delce  of  the  bifhop  ( of  Baieux) . It  was  taxed  at  one 
fling.  The  arable  land  is  two  carucates,  and  there  are 

in  aemefne with  one  villein,  and  five  borderers, 

and  fix  fervants.  There  are  1 2 acres  of  meadow,  and 
60  acres  of  pafture.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Gonfejjor,  and  afterwards , and  now,  it  was,  and  is 
worth  100  J hillings . Ofuuard  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

This  eftate,  on  the  difgrace  of  bifhop  Odo,  mod 
probably  reverted  again  into  the  king’s  hands ; and 
feems  afterwards  to  have  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  a 

family, 
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family,  who  affumed  their  name,  De  Deice,  from  it, 
and  held  it  of  William  de  Say,  as  one  knight’s  fee.2 

In  the  reign  of  king  John,  this  manor  was  in  the 
poffeffion  of  Jeffry  de  Bofco,  a Norman;  but  when 
that  province  was  feized  by  the  king  of  France,  the 
lands  of  the  Normans,  in  this  kingdom,  became  vef- 
ted  in  the  crown,  by  way  of  efcheat  or  leizure,  under 
the  title  of,  Terra  N ormanorum ; thus  the  manor  of 
Little  Deice  was  feized  by  king  John,  in  the  5th  year 
of  his  reign,  who  gave  it  to  William  de  Ciriton,  the 
fheriff,  for  twro  hundred  pounds,  two  palfreys,  and: 
two  gols  hawks/ on  condition,  that  if  the  laid  Jeffry 
lhouid  return  to  his  allegiance,  he  fhould,  without 
delay,  again  poffefs  the  lame/  But  this  never  hap- 
pened, and  this  manor  continued  in  the  defcendants 
of  William  de  Ciriton.  Odo  de  Ciriton  died  pof- 
feffed  of  it  it  in  the  3 iff  year  of  king  Henry  III.  hold- 
ing it  of  the  king  in  capite , by  the  lervice  of  one 
knight’s  fee.c  This  family  was  extinct  here  before 
the  middle  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  for  in  the 
9th  year  of  that  reign,  as  appears  by  Kirkby’s  Inqueft, 
Richard  Pogeys  held  this  manor.  At  the  latter  end 
of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  it  was  poffcffed  by 
the  family  of  Bafing,  from  which  name  it  went  into 
that  of  Charles.  x Richard  Charles  died  poffeffed  of 
the  manor  of  Little  Deice,  in  the  iff  year  of  king: 
Richard  II.  leaving  his  brother’s  fons,  Richard  and 
John,  his  next  heirs;  the  former  of  whom  died  pof- 
feffed of  it,  anno  1 1 Richard  II.  and  left  a fon,  Ro- 
bert Charles,  who  dying  without  iffue,  his  two  filters 
became  his  coheirs,  viz.  Alice,  married  to  William 
Snayth,  and  Joan  to  Richard  Ormfkirk ; and  on  the 
divifion  of  their  eftates,  this  manor  fell  to  the  fhare 
of  William  Snayth,  commonly  called  Snette,  in  right 
of  his  wife,  Alice,  the  elded  of  them.  Soon  after  s 

z Book  of  Knights  Fees  in  the  Exchequer.  a Aufturis. 

b Madox’s  Exchequer,  p.  295,  note  e. 

r Philipot,  p.  294.  Rot.  Etch,  anno  1 and  11  Richard  II. 

which, 
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which,  Charles  and  William  Snette,  for  fo  the  name 
is  fpelt  in  the  bridge  archives,  gave  and  amortized  this 
manor  of  Little  Deice,  ol  the  yearly  value  of  lix  marcs, 
above  all  reprifes,  to  the  wardens  of  Rochefter  bridge 
and  their  fucceffors,  for  the  lupport  and  repair  of  the 
fame.  Since  which  it  has  acquired  the  name  of  Up- 
per Deice,  by  which  it  is  now  only  known,  and  it 
continues  at  this  time  part  of  the  poflefiions  of  the 
wardens  and  commonalty  of  the  laid  bridge,  for  the 
purpofes  above  mentioned.  The  prefent  leflees  of 
this  manor  are  Leonard  Bartholomew  and  Philip  Bog- 
hurfl,  efqrs. 

The  tithes  of  Great  and  Little  Deice,  Borftal,  and 
Nafhenden,  were  given,  in  the  time  of  bilhop  Gun- 
dulph,  to  the  priory  of  Rochefter. 

Gosfrid  de  Deice,  together  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, on  their  being  admitted  to  be  partakers  of  the 
benefits  received  from  the  prayers  of  the  monks,  gave 
the  whole  of  the  tithes  of  Little  Deice,  both  great 
and  fmall,  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew. 

Anfgotus  de  Roveceftre  accepted  of  the  like  bene- 
fit from  the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  and  the  monks 
there,  in  the  time  of  biftiop  Gundulph,  and  gave  to 
the  church  and  monks  there,  all  his  tithes,  both  great 
and  fmall,  of  Great  Deice,  and  in  like  manner  the 
whole  of  his  tithe  mill,  and  of  a certain  piece  of  land 
included  within  the  wall  of  the  monks,  towards  the 
fouth,  and  five  acres  of  land  near  Preftefelde,  and  at 
their  requeft,  gave  them,  on  his  death  bed,  cloathing, 
and  they  performed  fervice  for  him  as  for  a monk. 

Uulmer,  the  tenant  of  Arnulf  de  Hefdine,  by  the 
advice  ofAdelold,  brother  of  Baldwin,  monk  of  St. 
Andrew,  accepted  the  benefit  of  that  fociety,  and 
gave  to  it  his  whole  tithe,  worth  ten  fhillings  yearly. 
Robert  de  St.  Armand  gave  his  tithes  of  Nefchen- 
dene  and  Borftelle  to  St.  Andrew’s  priory.  Thefe  fe- 
veral  tithes  were  confirmed  to  the  priory  by  various 
bifiiops  of  Rochefter ; by  Theobald,  archbifbop,  and 

Ralph, 
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Ralph,  prior,  and  the  convene  of  Canterbury.  They 
remained  part  of  the  poffcliions  of  the  priory  till  their 
diflblution  in  1 540  ; three  years  after  which  they  were 
fettled  on  the  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
ter,  where  they  ftill  remain. 

The  parish  of  St.  Margaret,  in  Rochefter,  is 
within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the 
diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The  church  is  fitua- 
ted  at  the  fouth  extremity  of  St.  Margaret’s-ftreet; 
it  confifts  of  one  nave  and  two  chancels  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  much  later  date  than  the  church.  That  to- 
wards  the  eaft  end  was  built  and  long  fupported  by 
the  family  of  Lee,  of  Great  Deice,  whofe  remains  lie 
in  a large  vault  under  this  chancel ; but  fince  the  ali- 
enation of  their  manfion  here,  the  repair  ot  this  part 
of  the  fabric  has  devolved  on  the  parifhioners.  The 
chancel,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  church,  belongs  to  the 
appropriator,  who  confequently  repairs  it.  At  the 
weft  end  of  the  church  is  a tower,  containing  five 
bells  ; it  is  entirely  covered  with  ivy  to  the  top  of  it, 
which  makes  a moft  beautiful  and  pi&urefque  ap* 
pearance.  Againft  the  eaft  wall,  in  the  fouth  chan- 
cel, is  the  antient  buft  of  a man  in  robes,  with  a co- 
ronet on  his  head.d  In  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II. 
a coronet,  fet  round  with  precious  {tones,  was  dug  up 
in  this  church  yard  ; and  the  report  of  the  parilh  has 
been,  that  one  of  our  Saxon  kings  was  buried  here.  ] 

Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church  are 
the  following : In  the  chancel , a brafs  for  Syr  James  Robert* 
Preelf,  obr.  Sep.  24,  1540.  A monument,  arms,  Head,  impaling 
quarterly  a chevron  between  three  hawks  belled  or,  for  Frauds 
Head,  efq.  eldeft  1011  of  Sir  Richard  Head,  bait.  obt.  1678  ; he 
married  the  only  daughter  of  Sir  George  Ent.  In  the  north  win- 
dow. Argent  three  erodes  bottony  fitchee  fable,  and  argent  on 
a bend  quarterly,  an  efcallop  gules.  In  a pew,  partly  in  the  chan- 
cel and  partly  in  the  nave,  Argent  on  a bend  gules,  between  two 
pellets,  three  fwans  proper.  In  the  nave,  a brafs  for  Tho.  Cod, 
vicar,  a benefadfor  to  the  fteeple  of  this  church,  obt.  Nov.  146!;. 

4 Hiflcry  ot  Rochefter,  p.  237.  Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  196. 

In 
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In  the  chancel,  futh  of  the  refiors,  a monument,  arms,  Argent,  a 
right  hand  couped  fable,  impaling  Lee,  for  Thomas  Manly,  efq 
the  third  foil  and  heir  of  George  Manly,  of  Lach,  efq.  he  mar- 
ried Jane,  fecond  daughter  of  Richard  Lee,  efq.  of  Deice,  and 
left  one  only  ion  and  two  daughters,  obt.  1690.  In  the  eaft  win- 
dow, arms  ol  Lee,  Azure  on  a fefs  cotized,  or  three  leopards 
heads  gules.  In  a ch.ap.cl,  wejl  of  the  Lee  chancel , in  the  eaft  wall,  a 
buft  of  a perfon  with  a crown  on  his  head,  much  defaced.0 

At  the  time  of  bilhop  Gundulph’s  coming  to  the 
fee  of  Rochefter,  and  for  almoft  a century  after- 
wards, this  church  or  chapel  of  St.  Margaret,  for  it  is 
frequently  mentioned  by  both  names,  was  accounted 
only  as  an  appendage  to  the  parochial  altar  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas in  the  cathedral,  and  the  one  underwent  the 
fame  changes  as  the  other  / and  Walter,  bilhop  of 
Rochefter,  in  1147,  confirmed  the  above  mentioned 
parochial  altar,  together  with  this  church  of  St.  Mar- 
garet, which  belonged  as  a chapel  to  it,  to  the  monks 
of  this  priory,  and  appropriated  it  to  them.  This 
grant  was  fet  ali.de  by  bilhop  Gilbert  de  Glanville,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I.  who 
not  only  ieparated  this  church  from  the  altar  of  St. 
Nicholas,  and  divefted  the  monks  of  all  manner  of 
right  to  it  -y  but  on  the  foundation  of  his  hofpital  at 
Stroud  about  the  fame  time,  he  gave,  in  pure  and 
perpetual  alms,  among  other  premifes,  this  church  of 
St.  Margaret  to  the  mafter  and  brethren  of  it,  and 
appropriated  it  to  them,  relerving  only  half  a marc 
yearly  to  be  paid  to  the  priory,  in  lieu  of  the  obla- 
tions which  the  monks  ufed  to  receive  from  it.s 

The  monks  by  no  means  acquiefced  in  this  gift, 
but  feized  every  opportunity  of  afferting  their  right 
to  this  church,  and  after  feveral  appeals  to  the  pope 
from  time  to  time,  and  confirmation  and  decrees  made 
in  favour  of  each  party, h the  difpute  feems  to  have 

c See  the  monuments  and  inferip.  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  726. 

f See  the  account  of  St.  Nicholas’s  parifh  above. 

g Reg.  Roff.  p.  631.  This  was  confirmed  by  pope  Coelef- 
ivne  III.  in  his  third  year. 

h Reg.  Roff.  p.  104.  Wharton’s  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  349. 

been 
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been  finally  fettled  in  1 255,  w^en  the  P°Pe  pdjtidged, 
that  this  church  of  St.  Margaret,  with  all  its  appur- 
tenances, fhould  for  the  future  belong  to  the  prior 
and  chapter  of  Rochefter ; accordingly  from  the  above 
time  they  kept  pofTeffion  of  it. 

From  the  time  of  bifhop  Walter’s  appropriation 
of  the  profits  of  the  parochial  altar  of  St.  Nicholas, 
with  this  church  appendant  to  it,  to  the  prior  and 
convent,  to  the  diverting  them  of  it  by  bifhop  Glan- 
villc,  it  is  likely,  inftead  of  a curate  being  appointed, 
the  duty  of  this  parifh  was  difcharged  by  tome  mem- 
ber of  the  fociety,  as  it  was  probably  afterwards,  whilft 
in  the  poffeffion  of  the  hofpital,  by  one  of  the  priefts 
of  that  foundation  ; however,  within  a few  years  after 
the  convent  recovered  the  permanent  poffeffion  of 
St.  Margaret’s,  a vicar  was  certainly  appointed,  for 
William  Talevez  occurs  by  that  title  in  1272. 

The  vicars  feem  to  have  had  only  a yearly  ftipend 
from  the  convent  for  their  pains,  for  more  than  a cen- 
tury afterwards ; but  in  1401,  the  prior  and  chapter 
came  into  a compofition  with  the  vicar  for  the  en- 
dowment of  this  church;  in  which  they  agreed,  that 
the  vicar  and  his  fucceffors  fhould  for  the  future  have, 
for  their  maintenance,  and  the  fupport  of  the  bur- 
thens therein  mentioned,  a manfion  with  its  appur- 
tenances, tobeaffigned  for  the  vicarage  of  it,  and  the 
accuftomed  and  entire  altarage  of  it,  and  all  the  rtnall 
tithes  of  the  three  manors  of  Neffenden  and  Great 
and  Little  Deice,  and  of  all  goods  and  lands,  except 
the  tithes  of  mills,  within  the  parifh,  and  except  the 
tithes,  great,  fmall,  and  mixed,  arifingfrom  the  lands, 
cattle,  and  other  things  belonging  to  the  religious ; 
and  that  he  and  his  fucceffors  fhould  have  three  quar- 
ters of  wheat  with  three  heaps,  and  three  quarters  of 
barley  with  three  heaps,  to  be  taken  yearly  at  their 
barn,  at  the  times  therein  mentioned,  and  the  tithes 
of  fheaves,  which  fhould  arife  in  gardens  not  cultiva- 
ted with  the  plough ; and  that  the  vicar  and  his  fuc- 
ceffors. 
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ceffors,  content  with  the  above  portion,  fhould  not 
demand  any  thing  further  of  the  religious  or  their 
fucceffors ; and  further,  that  he  and  they  ihould  un- 
dergo, at  their  own  proper  cofts  and  charges,  the 
burthens  of  repairing,  maintaining,  and  new  building, 
as  often  as  need  fhould  be,  the  buildings,  with  their 
appurtenances,  and  all  other  things  belonging  to  the 
faid  manlion,  with  its  appurtenances,  as  well  as  all 
things  belonging  to  the  celebration  of  divine  fervices, 
and  the  administration  of  the  facraments  and  facra- 
mentals  to  the  parilhioners,  and  the  finding  of  bread 
and  wine,  lights,  books,  veftments,  and  other  orna- 
ments necefiary  to  the  celebration  of  divine  fervices, 
which  of  cuftom  or  right  ought  to  belong  to  the  fe- 
cular  re£tors  of  this  church  ; and  alfo  the  procura- 
tions and  Subsidies',  according  to  the  taxation  of  his 
and  their  portion  ; but  all  other  things  whatfoever, 
belonging  or  which  in  future  fhould  belong  to  this 
church,  as  well  as  all  tithes  whatfoever,  anting  or  to 
arife  from  the  lands  and  poffeflions  of  the  prior  and 
convent  within  the  parifh,  even  though  they  fhould 
be  let  or  fold  to  laymen,  they  the  faid  prior  and  con- 
vent ihould  take  and  have,  who  Ihould  likewife  main- 
tain and  repair  the  chancel,  except:  as  before  excepted, 
at  their  own  proper  cods  and  charges.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  Stipulation  of  the  vicar  for  himfelf  and  his  fuc- 
ceSTors,  not  to  require  any  increafe  of  their  portion 
from  the  prior  and  convent,  Edmund  Hatefelde,  vi- 
car of  this  church,  did  notconfider  this  claufe  as  obli- 
gatory upon  him  ; for  in  1488,  he  petitioned  the  bi- 
Ihop  "for  an  augmentation  of  his  vicarial  portion,  who 
decreed,  that  the  vicar  and  his  fucceffors  fhould  yearly 
receive,  as  the  portion  of  his  vicarage,  from  the  prior 
and  convent,  five  marcs  in  money  ; and  out  of  the 
tithes  and  profits  of  this  church,  appropriated  to  the 
prior  and  convent,  four  quarters  of  wheat  with  four 
heaps,  and  four  quarters  of  barley  with  four  heaps,  to 
be  taken  yearly  at  their  barns  of  the  Upper  court,  in 
vol.  iv.  n Harreat, 
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} Tarreat,  with  liberty  of  entry  and  di  ft  refs  on  the  par- 
fonage  on  non-payment ; and  he  decreed,  that  the 
endowment  of  the  vicarage,  over  and  above  the  pot' 
tion  above  mentioned,  ihould  be  as  follows,  that 
the  vicar  for  the  time  being  (hould  have  the  manfion 
of  the  vicarage  of  this  church,  with  the  garden  ad- 
joining, for  his  habitation,  which  they  uled  to  have 
of  old  time  there,  and  then  had  ; and  all  manner  of 
oblations  whatfoever  within  the  bounds  of  the  parifli, 
and  all  manner  of  tithes  whatfoever,  as  of  hay,  lambs, 
wool,  mills,  calves,  chicken,  pigs,  geefe,  ducks,  eggs, 
bees,  honey,  wax,  cheele,  milk,  the  produce  of  the 
dairy,  flax,  hemp,  pears,  apples,  fwans,  pidgeons,  mer- 
chandizes, fifheries,  paftures,  onions,  garlics,  and  fal- 
frons  whatfoever  arifing  and  coming;  and  alfo  the 
tithes  ol  Iheaves  in  gardens,  whether  cultivated  with 
the  plough  or  dug  with  the  foot,  increafing  within  the 
parilh  ; and  the  tithes  alfo  of  firewood,  woods,  thorns, 
Jtlva  cediia , as  well  as  of  all  billets,  faggots,  and  far- 
dels whatfoever,  within  the  limits  of  the  parifli ; and 
he  further  decreed,  that  the  burthens  of  repairing, 
amending,  and  new  building  the  manfion,  with  every 
appurtenance  belonging  to  it,  and  the  celebration  and 
miniftration  of  the  facraments  and  the  facramentals 
to  the  parifhioners,  of  the  finding  of  bread  and  wine, 
and  lights  to  the  church,  either  of  right  or  cuftom 
due,  fhould  belong  to  and  be  borne  by  the  vicar  and 
his  fucceffors,  as  well  as  all  epifcopal  burthens  of  the 
laid  church,  according  to  the  taxation  of  his  portion. 
But  that  the  burthen  of  repairing  and, amending  the 
chancel  of  the  church,  as  well  within  as  without,  as 
alfo  the  finding  and  repairing  of  books,  veftments, 
and  other  ornaments,  for  the  celebration  of  thofe  di- 
vine rights,  which  of  old,  either  by  right  or  cuftom, 
belonged  to  the  reftors  of  the  church,  fhould  in  future 
be  borne  by  the  prior  and  convent  and  their  fucceffors, 
at  their  own  proper  charge  and  expence ; and  that  all 
other  burthens,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  of  the 

vicarage, 
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Vicarage,  and  to  the  vicar  belonging,  by  reafon  of 
tha  fame,  except  as  before  excepted,  fhould  belong 
7 to  him  and  his  fucceflors,  to  be  borne  and  fupported 
at  his  and  their  own  proper  cofts  and  charges ; laving 
to  the  bilhop  and  his  luccehbrs,  a right  of  ausment- 
ing  and  dimini fhing  this  vicarage,  and  of  correftin^, 
amending,  and  explaining  the  above  decree,  when- 
ever he  or  they  fhould  think  it  expedient  lb  to  do; 
and  faving  to  himfelf  and  his  fuccellors,  all  epifcopal 
right,1  &c.  1 

1’he  appropriation  of  this  church,  and  the  patron- 
age of  the  vicarage,  continued  part  of  the  poffefiions 
of  the  prior  and  convent  till  the  diiTolution  of  the 
monaftery,  in  1540,  when  it  was  furrendered  into  the 
king’s  hands,  who  three  years  after,  by  his  dotation 
charter,  fettled  this  appropriation  and  vicarage  on  his 
new  founded  deaji  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  where 
they  remain  at  this  time. 

Adjoining  to  the  north  wall  of  the  church  yard  is 
a piece  of  ground,  which  has  probably  belonged  to 
the  vicars  of  this  parilh  ever  fince  their  firft  infiitution 
here  ; an  antient  court  roll  mentions  their  bein°-  pof- 
feffed  of  it  in  the  j’ear  1317. 

■ the  5^-h  year  of  king  Edward  III.  John  de  Folk- 
yan,  vicar  of  St;  Margaret’s,  held  a meffuage,  with 
its  appurtenances,  adjoining  to  the  church  yard,  by 
the  alignment  of  the  prior  and  convent,  with  the  or- 
dination of  the  bilhop,  as  belonging  to  the  portion 
or  his  vicarage ; which  meffuage,  with  its  appurte- 
nances, was  held  of  the  mafler  and  brethren  of  the 
ofpital  of  Stroud,  by  fealty,  and  the  fervice  of  two 
1 ings  yearly,  and  alfo  the  payment  of  twelvepence 
to  them,  after  the  death  of  each  vicar. k 


Thls  mftrument  is  dated  on  the  feaft  of  the  Purification,  in 
^ejear  above  mentioned,  1488.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  578. 

Duf  n ° b°th  partS  of  which  indenture  the  matter  and  brethren 
anj  eir  c.ommon  feal>  as  did  vicar,  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter. 
atne  prior  and  convent  theirs.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  548. 
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The  vicars,  I am  told,  now  hold  this  piece  of  land 
of  the  dean  and  chapter,  as  of  their  manor  of  Am- 
bree,  on  their  paying  a imall  acknowledgment. 

The  vicarage  houfe  being  frontage  become  irrepara- 
ble, was  taken  down,  with  an  intention  of  erecting 
a convenient  and  fubftantial  dwelling  in  the  room  ot 
it  ; for  which  purpofe  Mr.  Lowth,  the  late  vicar,  for. 
leveral  years  depofited  an  annual  fum  with  the  dean 
and  chapter,  towards  defraying  the  charges  of  it;  and 
about  1781,  erected  on  this  fpot  a neat  and  conve- 
nient houfe,  built  of  brick  and  fafhed,  with  proper 
offices  adjoining,  for  the  ufe  of  himfelf  and  his  iuc- 
ceflors,  vicars  of  this  parifh.  By  an  agreement  be-' 
tween  John  Ready,  vicar  of  it,  and  the  dean  and; 
chapter,  the  former,  in  confideration  of  leveral  bene- 
fits and  benevolences  done  to  him  by  the  latter,  con-, 
lented  to  take  an  annual  payment  of  5I.  6s.  8d.  in 
ftead  of  tfie  penfion  in  money  and  corn,  granted  bj 
the  compofition  made  in  1488.  Some  recompeno 
•indeed  has  fince  been  made  for  this  unjuft  bargain  b] 
the  dean  and  chapter,  who  have  fettled  on  it  a large 
augmentation  than  on  any  other  church  in  their  pa 
tronage.  The  vicarage  of  St.  Margaret  is  valued  ii 
the  king’s  books  at  iol.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  iU 
In  the  furvey,  taken  after  the  death  of  Charles  1 
in  1649,  ^ie  church  livings  within  this  diocefe,  b 
the  powers  then  in  being,  on  the  intended  abolition  c 
deans  and  chapters,  it  was  returned,  that  there  wer 
-belonging  to  this  redory  or  parlonage,  a parfonage 
houfe,  two  barns,  one  ftable,and  other  houfhings,  an 
alfo  certain  tithes,  profits,  &c.  belonging  to  it,  toge 
ther  with  certain  glebe  land,  called  Court-hill  an 
Court  hill  marfh,  containing  together  nine  acres,  an 
and  one  marfh,  lying  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Nichola 
Rochefter,  called  Cow-marfh,  with  the  wafte  groun 
called  falts,  containing  together  feven  acres,  and  a 

Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  237.  E<ft.  Thcf.  p.  38c;. 
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that  piece  of  ground  called  Upper  court,  alias  Hog- 
fhaw,  containing  one  acre ; in  all  feventeen  acres, 
worth  together  130I.  per  annum,  viz.  the  houfe  and 
lando,  12I.  per  annum,  and  the  tithes  11 81.  per  ann. 
all  which  were  let,  among  other  premifes,  by  Henry 
King,  late  dean  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Rochefter, 
by  his  indenture,  in  1639,  to  George  Newman,  efq.  • 
for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent,  for  Preeft- . 
field  and  Stroud  marfh,  of  4s.  4d.  per  annum,  and 
for  all  the  other  premifes  twelve  quarters  of  wheat, 
heaped,  making  together  the  yearly  rent  of  31I.  is.  8d. 
Next  the  vicarage  was,  in  like  manner  furveyed,  and 
returned  at  the  yearly  value  of  3ol.m 


PATR  ONS, 

Or  by  whom  hrefented. 

Prior  and  convent  of  Rochefet 


Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rcchefer.... 


® Parliamentary  Suiveys,  Lambeth 
library,  vol.  xiv. 

n Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  235. 
o Reg.  RofF.  p.  548. 

P Ibid.  559. 

9 He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
r Reg.  Roft'.  p.  578. 
s One  of  the  prebendaries  of  Ro- 
chefter cathedral,  he  had  been  the  latl 
prior  of  St.  Gregory’s,  Canterbury,  and 
is  faid  to  have  been  deprived  of  his 


VICARS. 

Willia7n  Talevaz,  in  1272." 

John  de  Folkfan , 1 3 30.0 
John  Eafigate , 1401. p 
Thomas  Cod,  obt.  Nov.  1460. 4 
Edmund  Hatefelde,  1 48  S.r 
John  Wryte,  1535. 

John  Symkins,  clerk,  July  16, 

G55-s 

Chrifopher  Dale , S.  T.  P.  about 
1627.' 

Selvy,  1644. 

Wm.  Sandbrooke , LL.B.  1644, 
obt.  Mar.  1659.11 
Daniel  Hill , S.T  .P.  1726,  obt. 
June,  i729-'v 

John  Denne,  S.T.  P.  inftituted 
1729,  refigned  1 7 3 1 .x 

preferments  by  queen  Mary,  for  being 
married.  v 

t MSS.  Twyfden. 
u Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth 
library,  vol.  xix. 
w And  prebendary  of  Rochefter. 

* Archdeacon  of  Rochefter,  and 
vicar  of  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch.  He 
refigned  this  vicarage  of  St.  Marga- 
ret’s, on  being  prefented  to  the  rec- 
tory of  Lambeth. 
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PATRONS,  S/f.  VICARS. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochejler....  William  Loxvth , A.M.  Novem. 

1731,  obt.  Feb.  1 795*y 
Arnold  Carter,  A.M.  1 795.  Pre- 
fent  vicar.2 


y Vicar  of  Lewifham,  and  preben- 
dary of  Winchefter,  where  he  died; 
he  was  elder  brother  to  the  late  biihop 
of  London. 


z Vicar  of  Weft  Peckham  and  mi- 
nor canon  of  Rochefler;  the  former  he 
teligned  for  this  vicarage. 


CHARITIES. 

Excepting  the  {bare  of  Mr.  Watt’s  charity,  which  this  pa-r 
rifh  enjoys,  the  donations  to  it  appear  to  have  been  very  few. 

John  Wryte,  clerk,  vicar  of  this  parifli,  by  deed,  anno  28th 
Henry  VIII.  inverted  in  trurtees  a piece  of  land  in  this  parifli, 
called  Culverhawe,  containing  half  an  acre,  adjoining  to-the  old 
church  yard  northward,  and  to  the  highway  eaftward,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  parifliioners  for  ever,  as  a place  of  exercife  and  recre- 
ation. 

Robert  Gdnslhy,  clerk,  by  will,  in  1618,  bequeathed  to 
the  poor  of  this  parifli  a piece  of  land  in  the  parifli  of  Hoo,  con- 
taining fix  acres  and  one  rood,  now  let  at  5I.  5s.  per  annum. 

John  Manly,  efq.  by  will,  in  1687,  gave  to  the  poor  wi- 
dows of  this  parifli  10s.  per  ann.  to  be  given  in  wheaten  bread. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  St.  Margaret’s-ftreet  is  a poor  houfe,  erec- 
ted in  1 724,  for  the  reception  of  the  needy  and  indigent  belong- 
ing to  this  parifli ; towards  the  building  of  which  200I.  were  ap- 
propriated, out  of  the  750I.  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Colby  and  Sir 
John  Jennings. 

Rochester  has  given  title  to  feveral  families. 
Sir  Robert  Carr,  or  Kerr,  K.  B,.  the  favourite  of  king 
James  I.  wasfirft  created  by  letters  patent,  in  1611, 
Vilcount  Rochefter,  afterwards  inftalled  Knight  of 
the  Garter,  and  created  Earl  of  Somerfet.  He  died 
in  1645,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  Anne,  who  mar- 
ried W illiam  earl  of  Bedford,11  io  that  his  titles  be- 
came extinct. 

Henry  Wilmot,  only  fon  of  Charles  vifcount  Wil- 
mot  ot  Athlone,  in  Ireland,  and  lieutenant  general 
of  the  king’s  horie,  was,  out  of  regard  to  his  military 

l Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  ii.  p.  425,  et  feq. 
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condudt,  firft  created,  by  king  Charles  I.  in  1643, 
Lord  YVilmot  of  Adderbury,  in  Oxfordfhire  ; and 
afterwards,  by  king  Charles  II.  for  his  faithful  fer- 
vices  during  thole  unhappy  times,  Earl  of  Rochefter, 
by  letters  patent,  dated  at  Paris,  in  1652.  He  died 
at  Dunkirk  in  1659,  and  his  body  was  brought  over 
and  buried  in  Spellefbury  church,  in  Oxfordfhire. 
He  left  an  only  furviving  fan,  John,  who  lucceeded 
his  father  as  earl  of  Rochefter,  &c.  and  for  his  bright 
parts  and  excellent  wit,  was  ufually  ftyled,  7 be  witty 
earl  of  Rochefter.  He  died  in  1682,  leaving  three 
daughters  his  coheirs,  fo  that  for  want  of  male  Hue, 
his  titles  became  extin£t.b 

Laurence  Hyde,  2d  fon  of  the  great  earl  of  Claren- 
don, lord  chancellor  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  was  a 
perfon  highly  favoured  and  honoured  by  that  prince, 
who  being  then  vifcount  Hyde,  was,  by  letters  patent, 
in  1682,  further  advanced  to  the  title  of  Earl  of  Ro- 
chefter after  which  he  was  made  Prefident  of  the 
Council;  and  on  king  James's  acceflion,  Lord  High 
Treafurer  and  knight  of  the  Garter.  In  the  laft  year 
of  king  William’s  reign,  he  ;was  made  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  and  by  queen  Anne  again  Lord  Pre- 
fident of  the  Council.  He  died  in  1711,  and  was 
buried  in  Weftminfter  abbey,  leaving  one  fon,  Hen- 
ry, and  four  daughters.0  Henry,  the  Ion,  fucceeded 
as  earl  of  Rochefter,  &c  as  he  did  to  the  earldom 
of  Clarendon  on  the  deceafe  of  his  firft  coufin,  Ed- 
ward earl  of  Clarendon,  without  male  iftue,  in  1723. 
He  left  one  fon,  Henry,  vifcount  Cornbury,  who  died 
but  a fmall  time  before  him,  and  both  of  them  with- 
out male  iftue,  in  1753;  fo  that  this  title  became 
extinft. 

Our  herbalists  have  taken  notice  of  the  follow- 
ing rare  plants  in  and  near  Rochefter: 

D 

b See  his  life,  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  vii.  p,  193.  Bolton’s  Peer,  p.242. 
c Collins’s  Peerage,  2d  edit.  vol.  ii.  p.  332. 
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French  mercury,  clofe  to  the  bijhop's  palace  here.* — • . 
Anchufa , alknot , or  Spanijh  buglofs,  found  near  and  about 
Rochefler. — Piperitis,  pepper  wort  or  dittandery  found 
upon  Rochefler  common.  — Chamaspitys  vulgaris,  or  com- 
mon ground  pine,  found  near  Rochefler . — Carylophyl- 
lus  fylveftris  flore  fimplici  {uave  rubens,  the  Jingle  red 
pinky  growing  on  the  caflle  walls . 

CHJR/TJES,  belmging  to  the  City  of  ROCHESTER. 

Ff.w  towns  of  fo  fmall  an  extent  have  been  benefitted 
by  fo  many  and  confiderable  donations  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  as  have  been  made  to  this  city.  As  early  as  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  II.  Symond  Potyn,  a man  of  no  fmall 
account,  who  had  feveral  times  reprefented  this  city  in  par- 
liament, and  dwelt  at  the  inn,  called  the  Crown,  in  Rochef- 
ter,  by  his  will,  in  1316,  bequeathed  a houfe  for  an  hofpital, 
to  be  called  the  Spital  of  St.  Catharine  of  Rochefler,  in  the 
fuburb  of  Eaflgate,  for  fuch  poor  men  or  women  of  this  city, 
lepers,  or  otherwife  difeafed,  impotent,  and  poor,  to  be  re- 
ceived therein,  and  there  to  abide  on  the  alms  of  charitable 
people.  This  hofpital  efcaped  diffolution  at  the  Reforma- 
tion, and  continued  to  be  ufed  as  fuch,  according  to  the  will 
of  the  founder ; but  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  century, 
abufes  having  been  pradtifed  in  the  management  of  it,  a 
complaint  was  lodged  againft  the  perfons  concerned,  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Nicholas  ; 
who  alledged,  that  this  hofpital  was  become  ruinous,  and 
likely  to  go  to  decay,  from  the  revenue  of  it  being  reduced 
by  the  mayor  of  this  city,  and  the  vicar  of  St.  N icholas  let- 
ting the  leafes  for  fmall  fums,  and  for  a long  term  of  years. 
On  this  reprefentation,  a commiffion  of  enquiry  was  granted 
by  the  court  of  chancery,  which  was  held  in  this  city,  in 
1704 ; when  full  proof  being  made  of  thefe  iniquitous  prac- 
tices, the  commiflioners  decreed,  that  the  lefiees  Ihould  de- 
liver up  their  leafes,  and  accept  of  them  for  a fhorter  term, 
and  Ihould  pay  iool.  towards  putting  the  hofpital  in  proper 
repair,  and  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  commiflion  j 
and  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  like  and  other  abufes  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  charity  for  the  future,  they  decreed,  that  all 
leafes  of  the  poflelhons'  belonging  to  the  hofpital  fhould  be 

<3  Johr.fon’s  Gerarde’s  Herba^,  p.  332.  Msrrett’s  Pinax,  p.  23. 
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let  by  the  mayor  and  citizens,  under  their  common  feal,  with 
the  confent  of  the  above  mentioned  vicar,  as  one  of  the  pa- 
trons of  it,  for  not  move  than  twenty-one  years  ; and  that 
the  yearly  referved  rent,  for  the  ufe  of  the  hofpital,  fhould  be 
at  leaft  two  full  thirds  of  the  real  and  improved  value  of  the 
premifes  demifed  ; and  further,  that  the  dean  and  chapter, 
with  the  mayor  and  the  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  fhould  be  the 
patrons  and  vifitors  of  the  hofpital ; and  that  the  provider  of 
the  other  charitable  eftates  of  this  city  fhould  account  for  the 
revenue  and  difburfements  of  it.  This  hofpital  is  fituated  in 
the  High-ftreet  of  the  fuburb  of  Eaflgate,  almoft  at  the  eaffc 
end  of  it.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1717*  and  contains  twelve  apart- 
ments, which  are  occupied  by  the  like  number  of  aged  peo- 
ple, befide  their  habitation,  are  allowed  twelve  chaldrons  of 
coals  and  fix  dozen  of  candles  yearly  among  them,  and  they 
are  paid  about  il.  6s.  a year  each,  out  of  the  profits  of  the 
eftates,  after  a deduction  of  the  repairs  of  the  hofpital. 

Alderman  Bailey,  of  the  city  of  Rochefter,  by  his  win, 
in  1579,  gave  300I.  in  truft,  for  the  poor  of  St.  Catherine’s, 
as  an  addition  to  their  former  allowance;  which,  with  lbrne 
further  private  contributions,  enabled  the  truftees  to  purchafe 
400I.  31  per  cent.  Bank  annuities,  the  dividend  arifing  from 
which  is  equally  diftributed  among  twelve  poor  inhabitants 


above  mentioned. 

Mr.  Richard  Watts,  of  Rochefter,  by  his  will,  proved 
in  1579,  ordered,  that  after  the;  marriage  or  death  of  his 
wife,  his  principal  dwelling  houfe,  called  Satis,  on  Bully-hill, 
with  the  houfe  adjoining  the  clofes,  orchards,  and  appurte- 
nances, his  plate  and  furniture  Ihould  be  fold,  and  after  fome 
legacies  paid  thereout,  the  refidue  fhould  be  placed  out  at  in- 
tereft  by  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Rochefter,  for  the  per- 
petual fupport  of  an  alms-houfe,  then  eredted  and  handing 
near  the  Market  crofs  in  Rochefter,  and  that  there  (hould  be 
added  thereto  fix  rooms,  with  a chimney  in  each,  for  the 
comfort  and  abiding  of  the  poor  within  the  city  ; and  that 
there  Ihould  be  made  therein  convenient  places  foi  fix  good 
mat  trades  or  flock  beds,  and  other  good  and  fufflcient  furni- 
ture far  poor  travellers  or  wayfaring  men  to  lodge  in,  being 
no  common  rogues  nor  pro&ors,  for  no  longer  time  than  one 
night,  unlefs  ficknefs  fhould  detain  them  ; and  that  the  above 
mentioned  poor  folk  dwelling  therein  fhould  keep  the  fame 
fweet  and  neat,  and  behave  themfelves  civilly  to  the  faid  poor 
travellers  ; each  of  whom,  at  their  iirft  coming  in,  Ihould 
have  4d.  and  fhould  warm  themfelves  at  the  fire  of  the  poor 
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dwelling  in  the  faid  houfe,  if  need  be.  And  further,  to  pur- 
chafe  flax,  hemp,  yarn,  wool,  and  other  neceflary  fluff,  to  fet 
the  poor  of  the  city  to  work,  he  gave  to  the  mayor  and  citi- 
zens all  other  his  lands,  tenements,  and  eftates  for  ever,  the 
annual  rents  of  which  at  that  time  amounted  to  36I.  16s.  8d. 
His  widow  and  foie  executrix,  having  married  about  flx  years 
afterwards,  and  doubts  arifing  about  the  above  will,  it  was 
agreed,  that  (he  fhould  keep  Satis,  the  furniture,  &c.  in  con- 
fideration  of  which  (he  (hould  pay  100  marcs  towards  repair- 
ing the  alms-houfe,  and  alfo  all  the  monies  bequeathed  by 
her  hufband,  and  clear  the  land  willed  of  all  claims,  and  con- 
vey other  lands  of  the  yearly  rent  of  20I.  and  the  mayor  and 
citizens  agreed  topurchafe  herrp,  &c.  to  fet  the  poor  to  work, 
and  to  provide  for  travellers  as  directed  ; and  if  w'as  agreed, 
that  the  fucceeding  mayors  fhould  provide  a fufficient  citizen 
to  receive  and  difburfe  the  yearly  profits,  under  the  name  of 
provider,  who  fhould  deliver  an  annual  account  to  the  dean 
and  chapter  or  the  Bridge  wardens  ; and  that  the  poor,  refid- 
ing  in  the  houfe  fhould  be  put  in  by  the  mayor  for  the  time 
being.  In  the  above  ftate  this  charity  continued  until  the 
year  1672,  when  the  parifnes  of  St.  Margaret’s  and  Stroud 
exhibited  a complaint  in  chancery,  that  they  had  no  fhare  in 
this  charity,  left  to  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Rochefter,  although 
part  of  their  parifhes  was  within  theprecindfs  and  liberties  "of 
the  lame  ; that  the  eflate  in  London  was  leafed  by  Mr.  Watts 
for  ninety-nine  years,  at  81-  per  annum,  which  leafe  expired 
in  1658  ; that  by  improvements  it  then  yielded  200I.  per  ann. 
that  the  eflates  in  Chatham  brought  in  yearly  50I.  above  the 
original  value,  which  was  20  marcs  ; in  confequence  of  which 
a decree  was  made,  that  St.  Margaret’s  parifh  fhould  receive 
30I.  per  annum  till  the  leafe  of  ninety-nine  years  of  the  eflate 
at  Chatham  expired;  that  afterwards  they  fhould  receive  fix 
parts  out  of  thirty,  which  fhould  from  time  to  time  be  made 
by  any  improvements,  over  and  above  the  faid  30I.  And  that 
the  parifh  of  Stroud  fhould  receive  20I.  on  the  fame  condi- 
tion ; and  w hen  the  faid  leafe  expired,  four  parts  out  of  thirty 
of  the  improved  rents,  together  with  the  2d.  per  annum; 
and  the  remaining  twenty  parts  were  decreed  to  the  mayor 
and  citizens  of  Rochefter,  for  the  relief  of  travellers  and  other 
charitable  ufes.  1 he  eftates  of  this  charity  are  now  fo  much 
improved  that  they  amount  to  near  500I.  per  annum.  The 
houfe  appointed  for  the  reception  of  poor  travellers  is  fituated 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  High-ftreet,  and  is  probably  the  ori- 
ginal building,  it  was  repaired  by  the  mayor  and  citizens  in 
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1771 , at  no  inconfiderable  expence.  Agreeable  to  the  be- 
nevolent defign  of  the  donor,  fix  poor  travellers  are  received 
into  it,  and  have  each  of  them  lodging  and  entertainment 
for  one  night  gratis,  and  4_d.  a piece  ; and  that  this  charity 
may  be  moie  generally  known  to  fuch  as  may  wilh  to  par- 
take of  it,  an  infcription  is  placed  over  the  door,  informing 
them  of  it. 

Alexander  Readye,  of  Sherborne,  in  Dorfetihire, 
minifter  of  the  word  of  God,  by  a deed  of  gift,  in  1613, 
gave  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  the  fum  of  50I.  to  be  lent  by 
them  to  two  decayed  citizens,  tradefmen,  living  in  this  city; 
two  other  antient  commoners  there,  being  houfeholders ; 
and  two  poor  maidens  born  within  the  fame,  for  the  term  or 
four  years,  with  fuch  fecurity  and  in  fuch  manner  as  is  there-, 
in  mentioned. 

Robert  Gunsley,  clerk,  by  his  will,  in  1618,  gave  in 
truft  the  reftory  and  parfonage  of  Broadhempfton,  in  Devon- 
ftrire,  and  all  lands,  tithes,  and  commodities  thereto  belong- 
ing, to  the  intent,  that  prefently  after  his  deceafe,  a licence 
of" mortmain  fhould  be  procured,  and  the  fame  Ihould  be 
conveyed  and  allured  to  fuch  perfons  as  Ihould  be  thought 
advifeable  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  the  poor  people,  in- 
habiting in  the  parilhes  of  Maidftone  and  Rocheiler,  by 
equal  portions,  to  be  bellowed  in  bread  every  fabbath  day  to 
feed  them,  and  in  cloaths  to  cover  them,  according  as  the 
rents  would  allow,  every  year.  The  licence  of  mortmain 
was  afterwards  procured,  and  the  re-Story,  with  its  appur-> 
tenances,  conveyed  accordingly.  The  half  part  of  the  pre- 
fent  rents  and  profits  of  it,  amounting  to  15I.  15s.  is  yearly 
diftributed  among  the  poor  people  of  Rochelter,  agreeable  to 
the  will  of  the  donor;  which  makes  a portion  of  the  bread 
diftributed  in  St.  Nicholas’s  church,  after  feimon,  every  Sun- 
day in  the  afternoon. 

The  truftees  of  the  eftate  of  Sir  John  Hayward,  by  the 
direction  of  his  will,  in  1635,  fettled  by  indenture,  in  1651, 
50I.  per  annum,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  St.  Nicholas’s 
parilh,  to  be  paid  cut  of  the  manor  of  Minfter,  and  certain 
other  meffuages,  lands,  &c.  in  the  ifle  of  Shepey.  This  was 
for  the  foie  purpofe  of  ere&ing  a workhoufe,  or  otherwise 
fetting  to  work  and  employing  the  poor  inhabitants  ot  the  faid 
parifh,  and  raiftng  and  continuing  a ftock  of  money  and  pro- 
vifions  for  that  purpofe.  Thefe  Shepey  eftates  increaling  in 
their  rents  and  profits,  Francis  Barrel),  efq.  refuiuary  truftee 
of  Sir  John  Hayward’s  eftates,  in  1718,  purchafed  636I. 

South 
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South  Sea  (lock,  which  he  transferred  to  the  mayor  and  ci- 
tizens of  Rocheller,  for  the  perpetual  fupport  of  three  charity 
fchoots,  to  be  called,  Sir  John  Hayward’s  charity  fchools. 
Two  of  thefe  were  diredted  to  be  in  St.  Nicholas’s  parilh, 
for  teaching  20  poor  boys  of  that  parilh ; the  mailer  to  have 
12I.  per  ann.  the  other  for  20  poor  girls  of  the  faid  parilh, 
the  mill  refs  to  have  81.  per  ann.  The  other  fchool  to  be  in 
Stroud,  the  matter  or  millrefs  to  have  10I.  per  annum,  for 
teaching  thirty  poor  children  of  that  parilh  and  Frindlbury; 
and  if  any  furplus  of  the  dividends  of  the  above  fum  Ihould 
afterwards  remain,  he  dire&ed  the  fame  to  be  laid  out  in 
books  or  otherwife,  to  the  advantage  of  the  fchools.  The 
mayor,  recorder,  late  mayor,  fenior  alderman  and  town  clerk, 
and  the  minilleis  of  the  refpedlive  parilhes,  to  be  perpetual 
governors  of  this  charity.  There  are  no  buildings  ere&ed 
for  thefe  fchools,  but  the  children  are  taught  in  the  refpeaive 
houfes  of  the  mailers  and  miftrelfes.  The  above  mentioned 
636I.  has  fince  increafed  to  the  fum  ef  uool.  by  additions, 
in  lieu  of  dividends,  and  by  others,  made  by  Francis  Barrell, 
efq.  above  mentioned. 

Arthur  Brooker,  efq.  by  his  will,  in  1675,  gave  to 
the  mayor  and  citizens  an  annuity  of  4I.  per  annum,  ilfuing 
out  of  a meftuage  and  lands,  in  the  parilh  of  Alhallows,  in 
the  hundred  of  Hoo,  20s.  thereof  to  be  paid  yeariv  to  the 
minider  of  St.  Nicholas,  for  an  annual  ferrnon  in  that  church, 
on  the  day  of  his  burial ; the  remaining  3I.  to  be  dillributed 
among  the  poor  people  of  the  fame  parilh,  is.  per  week  in 
bread,  every  Sunday  in  the  afternoon  ; and  the  refidueof  8s. 
to  be  given  among  fuch  poor  people  as  Ihould  be  prefent  the 
day  whereon  the  ferrnon  Ihould  be  preached. 

Dr.  Lamplugh,  bilhop  of  Exeter,  and  fometime  dean 
of  Rocheller,  by  a deed  of  gift,  in  1678,  gave  50b  to  the 
mayor,  the  dean,  and  other  trullees  therein  mentioned,  for 
ever,  in  trull,  to  be  lent  to  fuch  young  men,  being  freemen, 
tradefmen  and  inhabitants  within  the  city  of  Rocheller,  as 
fhould  be  by  them  nominated,  in  fums  not  lefs  than  5I.  nor 
more  than  10I.  on  fuch  fecurity  as  they  Ihould  approve  of, 
to  be  repaid  within  four  years,  according  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  therein  mentioned. 

Sir  Richard  Head,  bart.  by  his  will,  in  1689,  gave 
feveral  houfes  and  lands,  in  the  parilh  of  Higham,  to  the 
mayor  and  citizens,  to  bellow  the  rents,  firll  in  keeping  the 
pre miles  in  lepair,  and  the  refidue  in  providing  bread,  to  be 
weekly  diftributed  on  every  Sunday,  in  the  afternoon,  in  St. 
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Nicholas’  church,  among  the  moft  neceflitous  poor  of  that 
parifh,  by  2s.  per  week  in  bread,  and  the  overplus  to  be  di- 
vided at  the  year’s  end,  among  four  of  the  moft  ancient  poor 
men,  and  the  like  number  of  the  moft  ancient  poor  women, 
of  the  fame  parifti.  Thefe  premiles  now  bring  in  a clear 
yearly  fum  of  iol. 

Francis  Brooke,  gent  town  clerk  of  this  city  in  1697, 
forgave  the  mayor  and  citizens  a debt  of  50!.  owing  to  him, 
in  confideration  of  their  paying  an  annuity  of  4I.  for  ever  out 
of  their  eftates,  to  be  diftributed  by  their  committee  of  cha- 
ritable ufes,  which  fum  is  now  annually  diftributed  to  poor 
perfons  inhabiting  this  city. 

Sir  Josepi-i  Williamson,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  this  city,  by  his  will,  proved  in  1701,  gave 
5000I.  to  be  laid  out  by  his  executors,  in  purchafing  lands 
and  tenements,  towards  the  building  and  perpetually  main- 
taining of  a FREE  school  at  Rochefter,  tor  the  inftrufting 
and  educating  the  fons  of  freemen  of  this  city,  in  the  mathe- 
matics and  other  things  that  might  fit  and  encourage  them 
to  the  fea  lervice,  or  arts  and  callings  relating  thereto.  This 
legacy  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  intended  charity  after  the 
fale  of  the  teftator  s Kentifh  eftates,  which  w£s  dire&ed  to  be 
as  foon  as  convenient,  after  his  deceafe,  before  which  the 
claimants  were  not  entitled  to  any  intereft  in  the  fame.  The 
mayor  and  citizens,  on  the  delay  ot  die  executors  to  put  this 
part  of  the  will  in  execution,  made  many  applications  to  them, 
but  to  no  purpofe,  as  they  availed  themfelves  of  the  difere- 
tionary  power  for  the  time  of  felling  the  eftates  vefted  in  them, 
during  which  time  the  freemen’s  fons  were  in  a worfe  fili- 
ation than  before  Sir  Jofeph’s  deceafe,  he  having  for  many 
years  employed  a fchoolmaftcr  to  inftruct  them  at  his  own 
expence.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 703,  the  mayor  and 
citizens  exhibited  their  complaint  in  chancery  againft  the 
executors  for  this  delay.  Tins  caufe  was  long  depending  in 
the  couit  of  chancery,  but  in  1 70S,  a decree  was  obtained,  by 
which  it  was  ordered,  that  fome  final!  portions  of  Sir  Jof'eph 
Williamfon’s  eftates,  lying  in  Frindfbury,  S borne,  and  Hig- 
hain,  being  appraifed  and  valued  with  the  approbation  of 
both  parties,  (hould  be  immediately  transferred  to  certain 
truftees,  mentioned  in  the  decree,  and  that  the  refi  ue  ot  the 
legacy  lhould  be  paid  at  ftated  times  to  the  faid  truft.  This 
was  at  laft  complied  with,  but  not  without  great  trouble  to 
thofe  who  profecuted  this  affair  on  behalf  of  the  city.  The 
court  of  chancery  likewife  confirmed  certain  orders  and  con- 
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dilutions  for  the  fettling  and  perpetual  governing  the  fchool, 
wherein  it  is  appointed,  that  the  mayor  of  Rochefter,  the 
dean,  the  recorder,  the  mafter  of  the  Trinity  houfe,  the  com- 
miffioner  of  Chatham  dock-yard,  the  two  reprefentatives  for 
the  city,  ti  e fcnior  refident  prebendary  of  the  cathedral,  the 
two  wardens  of  the  bridge,  the  late  mayor,  the  fenior  aider- 
men,  and  the  town  clerk,  fhould  be  for  ever  the  ordinary  go- 
vernors ot  file  lame  (five  of  whom  at  the  leaf!  fhould  be  re- 
quilite,to  acSl ) with  power  to  choofe  the  mafters,  and  make 
and  alter  fuch  rules,  orders,  and  conftitutions,  as  they  fhould 
find  neceffary  and  convenient,  fo  that  the  fame  fhould  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  extraordinary  governors,  for  which  purpofe 
they  fhould  have  an  annual  meeting  on  the  Tuefday  next  af- 
ter Midfummer  day  ; and  that  the  archbtfhop  of  Canterbury, 
the  lord  high  chancellor,  or  lord  keeper,  the  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter, the  lord  or  proprietor  of  Cobham-hall  and  park,  and 
their  lucceffors  for  ever,  fhould  be  the  extraordinary  governors 
and  vifitors  of  this  charitable  foundation,  and  fhould  have 
power  to  acf  in  any  cafe,  where  the  ordinary  governors  fail 
in  their  duty,  and  finally  to  determine  any  differences  that 
might  arile  between  the  ordinary  governors  and  other  the 
fubordinate  officers  of  this  foundation.  If  the  revenue  of  the 
eftate  will  permit,  the  upper  mafter  was  to  be  allowed  100I. 
per  annum,  and  the  under  mafter  or  ufher,  40I.  per  annum. 
The  fchool,  with  the  mafter’s  houfe,  is  a handfome  fafhed 
brick  building,  well  accommodated  to  the  purpofe.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  High-ftrcet,  without  the  city 
wall,  clofe  to  the  fpot  where  the  eaft  gate  of  the  city  formerly 
(food  ; but  unfortunately  a great  part  of  the  foundation  of  the 
building  being  laid  in  the  rubbifh  that  filled  up  the  ditch  of 
the  city  wall,  the  fabric  from  time  to  time  gave  way,  which 
was  attended  with  no  fmafi  expence  to  the  charity  : Rut  the 
eftates  and  fchool  are  now  in  fo  flourifhing  a condition,  that 
the  mafters  receive  their  full  falaries,  and  the  charity  is  cleared 
of  every  incumbrance.  Mr.  John  Colson,  afterwards  ma- 
thematical profeflbr  at  Cambridge,  was  the  firft  mafter  of  this 
fchool ; and  the  celebrated  adtor,  Mr.  Garrick,  whilft  under 
his  tuition  heie,  (hewed  thy  early  dawnings  of  his  great  ge- 
nius; feveral  inftances  of  which  are  ftill  remembered  by  Te- 
veral  in  Rochefter. 

Exclusive  of  the  above  bcnefadtions  for  the  education 
of  youth,  there  is  a voluntary  fubfcription  fubfifting,  for  the 
educating  feveral  children  of  poor  parents,  who  are  not  en- 
titled 
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I titled  to  the  above  free  fchooh  The  nuiriber  at  prefent,  who 
receive  the  benefit  of  them,  is  twenty-two. 

Thomas  Plume,  archdeacon  of  Rochefter,  by  will,  in 
1^04,  gave  to  the  city  of  Rochefter,  50I.  to  be  lent  on  good 
fecurity,  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  to  five  poor  tradeiinen, 
forever,  gratis. 
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CHATHAM  AND  GILLINGHAM. 

THE  next  Hundred  eaftward  from  Rochefter,  is 
that ofCHATHAM  and  Gillingham,  which  was  for- 
merly efteemed  as  two  feparate  half  hundreds,  viz.  the 
half  hundred  of  Chatham,  and  the  half  hundred  of  Gil- 
lingham. 

THIS  HUNDRED  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES  OF 

1.  Chatham.  ||  3-  St,  James’s,  in  the  IJle  of 

2.  Gillingham  infant.  " Graine. 

And  the  churches  of  thofe  parities. 
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LIES  adjoining  to  Rochefter  eaftward.  It  is  called 
in  Domefday,  Ce  i ehaMj  and  in  the  Textv.s  Rojjenfs t 
C^ettham.  This  place  feems  to  take  its  name  from 
the  Saxon  words  cyte,  a cottage,  and  ham , a village, 

i.  e.  the  village  of  cottages. 

The  parish  of  Chatham  extends  four  miles  in 
length  from  north  to  fouth,  and  between  two  and  three  . 
miles  from  eaft  to  weft.  The  foil,  excepting  in  the 
vale,  where  it  is  a fertile  loamy  land,  is  in  genera} 
chalk,  but  in  the  fouthern  part  it  is  moftly  a redearth, 

mixed 


J92  CHATHAM,  £f fc.  HUNDRED. 

mixed  with  flints,  and  rather  unfertile ; its  northern 
boundary  is  the  river  Medway, .near  which:,  in  the  vale, 
the  town  of  Chatham,  and  the  dock-yard,  with  its  ap- 
pendages are  fituated,  hence  the  chalk  hills  rife  fud- 
denly  on  all  fldes.  Towards  the  fouth  it  extends  over 
much  hilly  ground,  interfperfed  with  frequent  coppice 
woods,  having  the  look  of  a wild  dreary  country. 
Through  the  town  of  Chatham  the  great  high  road 
leads  from  London  to  Dover,  at  the  eaftward  of  it  is 
Chatham-hill,  an  entire  furface  of  chalk,  and  juft  be- 
low it  in  the  valley,  on  the  right  hand,  the  hamlet  of 
Luton,  near  which  there  is  fome  fertile  loamy  foil. 

The  town  of  Chatham,  the  greateft  part  of 
which  has  been  built  fince  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,, 
adjoins  to  that  of  Rochefter,  which,  with  Stroud,  makes 
one  long  direct  of  more  than  two  miles  in  length,  of 
which  Chatham  is  one,  being  commonly  called  the 
'Three  Towns , through  which  the  high  road  leads  from 
London  to  Dover,  as  above-mentioned. 

It  is  fituated  clofe  to  the  bank  of  the  Medway  for 
about  half  a mile,  after  which  the  river  leaving  the  town 
flows  north-north- eafl:.  It  is  like  moft  fea  ports,  a 
long,  narrow,  dilagreeable,  ill-built  town,  the  houfes  in 
general  occupied  by  thofe  trades  adapted  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  fhipping  and  feafaring  perfons,  the  Vic- 
tualling-office, and  the  two  breweries,  and  one  or  two 
more  houfes,  being  the  only  tolerable  built  houfes  in  it. 
At  the  eaft  end  of  the  town  is  the  pariffi  workhoule, 
built  in  1725,  on  a large  and  extenfive  plan.  North- 
ward of  the  High-ftreet,  clofe  to  the  foot  of  the  oppo- 
fite  chalk  hills,  which  rile  here  to  a great  height,  is 
another  part  of  this  town,  called  the  Brook,  from  its 
having  been  built  on  land  of  that  name,  formerly  be- 
longing to  the  priory  of  Leeds,  over  moft  part  of  which 
the  tide  at  times  frequently  flowed,  till  within  thefe  few 
years.  It  confifts  of  a long  row  of  houfes,  which  have 
of  late  been  greatly  increafed  with  ftreets  leading  from 
them  up  the  hill,  about  the  middle  of  which,  at  fome 
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diflance  from  all  others,  is  a number  of  houfes,  built 
clofely  together,  called  ticket’s  hill,  fo  as  to  form  a 
little  town  of  itfelf.  It  is  exceeding  populous,  owing 
to  its  numerous  connexions  with  the  feveral  depart- 
ments of  government,  and  the  flipping  bufmefs  carried 
on  at  it.  It  has  a large  and  well  lupplied  market  for 
meat,  poultry,  garden  fluff,  &c.  on  a Saturday  weekly, 
not  only  fufficient  for  its  own  ufe,  but  for  the  city  of 
Rochefter  likewife,  which  is  mollly  fupplied  from  it. 
A fair  is  held  in  the  town  yearly,  on  May  15,  and  Sep- 
tember 19,  for  three  days  each,  for  cloaths,  millinery, 
pedlary,  toys,  and  various  forts  of  goods.  Over  a long 
broad  road  or  caufeway,  feparately  railed  along  for  the 
convenience  of  carriages,  as  well  as  foot  palfengers, 
called  the  Land-wall,  built  and  repaired  at  the  charge 
of  government,  leading  from  the  High  - flreet,  at 
about  a quarter  of  a mile’s  diflance  clofe  to  the  river, 
is  the  Old  Dock,  being  the  repofitory  of  royal  flores 
and  ordnance  ; and  further  on,  the  Royal  Dock,  above 
which,  on  the  chalk  hill,  lies  the  village  of  Brompton, 
fituated  partly  in  this  parifh,  and  partly  in  that  of  Gil- 
lingham, confifting  of  about  four  hundred  houfes,  mofl 
of  which  have  been  erected  within  the  memory  of  per- 
fons  now  living,  and  from  its  pleafantnefs  and  near  fitu- 
ation  to  the  dock-yard,  is  continually  increafing.  Near 
it  are  the  barracks  for  the  foldiers,  which  are  furrounded 
by  extenfive  lines  of  fortification,  to  defend  the  docks 
and  flores,  on  any  invafion  of  the  enemy  on  the  land 
fide. 

Clofe  to  the  houfes  on  the  oppofite  or  fouth  fide  of 
the  High-flreet,  over  the  chalk  hill  at  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  diflance,  there  has  been  a new  road  cut  of  late 
at  a very  great  expence,  by  the  authority  of  parliament, 
to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  palling  through  this 
flreet.6  The  inhabitants  of  Chatham  were  fo  much 
alarmed  at  this,  left,  the  thoroughfare  of  their  town 

e See  more  of  this  road  under  Rochefter. 
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being  negledted,  their  traffic  would  likewife  foon  de- 
cay,  that  they  refufed  to  have  their  town  comprehended 
in  the  a£t,  which  thofe  of  Rochefter  obtained,  for  the 
new  paving  and  otherwife  beautifying  that  town  and 
Stroud,  as  the  making  this  new  road  was  to  be  part  of 
the  adt.  However,  they  foon  found,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  if  the  town  of  Chatham  too  was  not  made  more  fafe 
and  commodious  for  travellers,  the  greateft  part  of 
them  would  mod:  probably  avoid  fo  unfafe  and  difa- 
greeable  a thoroughfare,  by  travelling  the  new  road, 
which  again  alarmed  them  fo  much,  that  in  1772  they 
procured  an  a£b  themfelves  for  the  like  purpofes,  which 
was  followed  by  another  more  extend ve  in  1776  ; in 
confequence  of  which  the  High-dreet  has  been  new 
paved  and  lighted,  and  feveral  of  the  annoyances  have 
been  removed,  which  before  rendered  this  narrow  tho- 
roughfare fo  inconvenient  and  difagreeable  to  pafien- 
gers  ; the  expences  of  which  are  railed  on  the  propri- 
etors of  houfes  and  lands,  by  a rate  not  exceeding  nine- 
pence  in  the  pound. 

The  dorehoufes  and  wharf,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ord- 
nance, are  dtuated  on  a narrow  flip  of  land  below  the 
chalk  cliff  on  the  north  fide  of  the  town  between  the 
church  and  the  river  ; this  is  ufually  called  the  Old 
Dock,  from  its  having  been  the  original  royal  naval 
yard,  till  king  James,  in  the  year  1622,  finding  it  too 
dreight  .for  the  growing  fervice  of  the  navy,  as  it  had 
then  in  it  only  one  fmall  dock,  removed  the  naval  yard 
to  its  prefent  adjoining  fituation,  and  affigned  this  to 
the  ufe  of  the  office  of  ordnance,  to  which  it  continues 
at  this  time  appropriated. 

The  guns  belonging  to  the  royal  fhipping  in  this  ri- 
ver are  depofited  on  this  wharf  in  long  tiers,  and  large 
pyramids  of  cannon-balls  are  laid  up  on  it,  ready  for 
fervice ; there  is  likewife  a continued  range  of  ftore- 
houles,  in  which  are  depofited  the  carriages  of  the 
guns,  and  every  other  kind  of  (tore,  ufually  under  the 
care  of  this  office ; in  one  of  them  is  almall  armoury  of 
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mufkets,  piftols,  cutlafles,  pikes,  polaxes,  and  other 
hoftile  weapons  arranged  in  proper  order.  This  de- 
partment of  the  ordnance  is  under  the  management  ot 
a ftorekeeper,  who  has  a good  noufe  here  to  reli  ie  in, 
a clerk  of  the  furvey,  and  clerk  of  the  cheque,  who 
have  each  handfome  Hilaries  and  feparate  offices  to  tran- 
fadfc  their  bufmefs  in,  and  two  extra  clerks,  befides 
other  inferior  officers  and  labourers. 

The  royal  naval  dock,  adjoins  to  the  above- 
mentioned  one  northward,  and  ranges  along  the  eaftern 
bank  of  the  river  for  near  a mile  in  length. 

Though,  as  it  has  been  already  taken  notice  of,  king 
James  is  laid  to  have  removed  the  naval  yard  hither, 
yet  it  is  molt  probable,  that  his  predeceflfor,  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, had  before  made  fome  docks  for  the  (flipping 
here.  King  Charles  I.  much  improved  his  father’s 
plan,  he  erebted  leveral  confiderable  buildings,  enlarged 
the  fcite  of  the  yard,  and  made  new  docks  for  floating 
the  (hips,  in  with  the  tide.  King  Charles  II.  on  his  re- 
turn to  his  dominions,  viflted  this  dock  in  1660,  and 
viewed  the  Royal  Sovereign,  a firfl:  rate  man  of  war  of 
one  hundred  guns ; about  feven  years  after  which,  this 
dock,  with  every  matter  contained  in  it,  had  nearly  been 
deftroyed,  for  in  the  year  1667,  this  nation  being  at 
that  time  at  war  with  Holland,  Admiral  de  Ruyter,  the 
Dutch  Admiral,  with  fifty  fail  of  fhips,  anchored  at  the 
Nore,  whence  he  difpatched  his  vice-admiral  Van 
Ghent,  with  feventeen  fail  of  his  lighted:  fhips  and  eight 
fire  fhips,  to  deftroy  this  dock  and  the  navy  riding  in 
this  river.  Van  Ghent  having  taken  Sheernefs,  though 
it  was  gallantly  defended  by  Sir  Edward  Spragge,  blew 
up  the  fortifications  and  burnt  the  ftore-houfes,  and 
from  thence  on  the  10th  of  June  lailed  up  the  Medway. 
The  famous  general  Monk,  duke  of  Albermarle,  hav- 
ing in  the  mean  time  haftened  to  Chatham,  had  done 
every  thing  for  thefecurity  of  the  river,  that  the  fhort 
fpace  of  time  would  admit  of,  but  a ffrong  eafterly 
wind  and  fpring  tide  brought  the  enemy  on  with  fuch 
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refiftlefs  force,  chat  the  chain  laid  acrofs  the  river,  to 
prevent  their  approach,  was  prffently  broken,  and  the 
Mathias,  Unity,  and  Charles  the  Filth,  three  large 
Dutch  prizes  taken  in  that  war,  and  placed  there  to 
guard  the  chain,  were  prefently  burnt  by  them, and  many 
other  vcifeis  damaged.  After  which,  Van  Ghent  prefi- 
xing forward  between  the  funken  Hups,  brought  fix  of 
his  men  of  war  and  five  of  his  fire-lhips,  before  Upnor- 
caflle,  and  notwithfi.anding  they  met  with  as  warm  a 
reception  as  was  pofhbic,  from  the  indifferent  ftate  that 
tort) els  was  in,  yet  they  found  means  to  feize  the  hull 
of  the  Royal  C harles,when  finding  the  country  alarmed, 
and  prepared  to  oppofe  them,  they  ventured  no  farther 
up  the  river,  but  immediately  retreating,  on  their  re- 
turn burnt  the  Royal  Oak,  and  in  effeft  deftroyed  the 
Loyal  London,  and  the  Great  James,  which  they  left  a 
great  part  under  water,  after  which  Van  Ghent  joined 
i.idmirai  ue  Ruyter,  having  loft  in  this  expedition  only 
tv.  o (hips,  which  ran  on  fhore,  and  were  burnt  by  his 
own  people,  and  r 50  men.  It  appears  by  the  account 
of  the  duke  of  Aibermarle,  that  the  whole  of  this  dif- 
grace  and  misiortune  was  owing  to  the  wilful  nefrlec5t 
f 1 ‘ 11  ^ hmeas  1.  ett,  commiffioner  of  Chatham  yard  ; 
t-  1 w hic.h  he  was  impeached  by  the  houfe  of  commons, 
ouimieans  being  found  to  fereen  him, it  came  to  nothin^. 

I ms  attempt  fo  furprifing  and  difgraceful,  gave  the 
Lnglifh  nation  inch  a juft  alarm  for  the  fafety  of  the 
i oval  navy  and  yards  on  the  Medway,  that  the  feveral 
h its  along  the  banks  of  it  were  immediately  put  in  a 
proper  pofture  of  defence,  efpecially  the  fort  of  Sheer- 
nek,  where  the  fortifications  were  greatlv  increafed  and 
a line  of  fuch  heavy  cannon  mounted  on  them,  com-  . 
manding  the  entrance  of  the  river,  that  it  is  hardly 
poffible  for  the  fleet  of  any  power  to  attempt  to  pafs 
them  *or  tlie  future,  without  being  torn  to  pieces. 

. c|ock-yard  has  been  from  time  to  time  greatly 

impioved  and  enlarged,  efpecially  within  thele  few 
years  j there  are  many  elegant  buildings  in  it,  inhabited 

by 
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by  the  commiffioner  and  other  principal  officers  be- 
longing to  it,  which  well  become  the  opulence  of  the 
nation,  and  the  importance  of  the. navy;  befides  vvhich 
there  are  many  neat  and  commodious  offices  for  trans- 
acting tne  bufinefs  of  the  yard.  There  are  large 
florehoufes,  one  of  which  is  fix  hundred  and  fixty  feet 
long,  and  work-rooms,  which  by  their  fpacioufnefs, 
convey  to  us  a magnificent  idea  of  their  vafl  contents, 
and  the  extenfive  works  carried  on  within  them.  The 
fail-Joft,  in  which  the  fails  are  made,  is  two  hundred 
and  nine  feet  in  length.  In  thefe  magazines  are  depo- 
sed prodigious  quantities. of  fails,  rigging,  hemp,  flax, 
pitch,  tar,  rofin,  and  every  other  ingredient  necefl'ary 
for  the  building  and  equipping  of  fhips.  The  coils  of 
cordage,  and  heaps  of  blocks,  with  e very  other  article, 
are  arranged  in  fuch  order,  that  on  any  emergency  they 
may  be  taken  out  without  the  leaft  confufion.  F01 
every  department  there  are  proper  officers  and  atten- 
dants afligned,  for  the  more  expeditious  di {patch  of  bu- 
finefs  ; fo  that  even  a firft  rate  is  often  equipped  forfea 
in  a few  weeks.  The  mails  are  carefully  depofited  in 
florehoufes,  peculiarly  adapted  for  this  purpofe,  one  of 
which  is  two  hundred  and  thirty-fix  feet  in  length,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide;  fome  of  thefe  mails 
are  near  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  and  thirty- 
fix  inches  in  diameter.  There  are  alfo  two  fpacious 
bafons  of  water,  where  the  timber  for  thefe  mails  is 
kept  continally  floating  till  it  is  wanted  for  ufe.  The 
fmith’s  fli op  contains  twenty  one  fires;  here  the  an- 
chors are  made,  fome  of  which  weigh  near  five  tons. 
1 he  new  rope-houie  is  very  extenfive,  being  1 140  feet 
in  length  ; here  large  quantities  of  hemp  are  twilled 
into  cables,  fome  of  them  one  hundred  and  twenty  fa- 
thoms Jong,  and  twenty-two  inches  round.  In  this  yard 
there  are  four  deep  and  wide  docks,  for  docking  and 
repairing  large  fhips,  in  one  of  thefe  the  Viflory  was 
built,  a firfl  rate  fhip,  the  largeft  then  in  the  univerfe, 
as  it  is  faid,  carrying  one  hundred  and  ten  guns.  There 
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are  alfo  fix  flips  or  launches,  on  which  new  (hips  are 
conftantly  building.  The  new  Royal  George,  of  one 
hundred  guns,  was  built  here  in  1788,  and  was  the  nr  ft 
Trip  of  that  rate  ever  launched  from  a flip.  The  Royal 
Charlotte,  of  the  fame  dimenfions,  was  launched  in 
1790,  and  the  Vrlle  de  Paris,  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
guns,  and  of  much  larger  dimenfions,  has  been  launched 
here  fince.  1 he  whole  of  the  yard,  towards  the 
land,  is  furrounded  with  a wall ; the  approach  to  it  is 
through  a large  handfome  gateway,  flanked  by  two 
towers  and  embattled.  T his  gate  is  ft  richly  watched 
by  the  porter  and  his  affiftants,  who  examine  every 
ftranger  before  he  is  permitted  to  enter  the  yard. 

The  bufmefs  of  this  yard  is  tranfafted  by  a commif- 
fioner,  who  has  three  clerks  under  him,  a clerk  of  the 
cheque,  ftorekeeper,  mafter-fhipwright  or  builder, 
clerk  of  the  lurvey,  and  two  mafter  attendants,  two 
mafter  fhipwright’s  affiftants,  mailer  caulker,  clerk  of 
the  rope-yard,  mafter  ropemaker,  a boatfwain,  pur- 
veyor, furgeon,  and  other  inferior  officers.  1 he  bet- 
ter to  fecure  thefe  magazines  from  any  mifchief  or  ac- 
cident, there  pafied  two  acts  in  the  8th  year  of  queen 
Anne,  for  veiling  certain  lands  and  tenements  in  truf- 
tees,  for  the  better  fortifying  and  lecuring  this  dock, 
among  others ; in  purfuance  of  which  a large  quantity 
of  land,  and  many  houfes,  which  lay  adjoining  to  this, 
yard  and  the  Old  Dock,  were  purchased  for  the  crown; 
but  nothinsr  further  was  done  in  this  matter,  till  the 
year  ^S^anno  71  George  II.  when  this  nation  being 
then  at  war  with  France,  and  threatened  with  an  inva- 
sion from  the  enemy,  it  was  thought  neceflary,  as  far 
as  poftible,  to  fecure  the  docks  from  any  attempt  that 
might  be  made  on  them  ; to  effieft  which,  another  aft 
pafied  that  year,  for  the  purchafe  of  more  lands,  and 
veiling  them  in  the  crown,  and  extenfive  lines  were  im- 
mediately formed  round  the  dock  on  the  land  fide,  fe- 
cured  by  rampants,  pallilades,  and  a deep  broad  ditch, 
extending  from  the  river  above  the  Old  Dock,  to  the 
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fame  again  below  the  yard  next  Gillingham,  about  a 
mile  in  length,  and  including  the  hamlet  of  Brumpton, 
and  Chatham  church,  with  feveral  houfes  near  it,  near 
which  fpotthe  moft  antient  ftreet  of  this  town  is  fup- 
nofed  to  have  been  fituated.  Large  and  commodious 
barracks  were  likewife  erected  within  them,  fufficient 
to  contain  five  regiments  of  foldiers,  and  a battalion  of 
artillery,  which  are  conftantly  quartered  here,  to  guard 
and  defend  thefe  lines  and  the  docks,  whenever  occafion 
fhould  require.  Thefe  fortifications  have  been  re- 
paired and  augmented,  at  a very  cohfiderable  expence  ; 
a new  redoubt  has  been  made,  at  the  fummit  of  the  hill, 
at  the  fouth-eaft  extremity  of  them,  called  Amherft’s 
redoubt,  and  a fort  is  intended  to  be  added  on  the  > i- 
ver  Medway,  for  the  better  protection  of  it  againft  the 
common  enemy.  Since  which  another  act  paffecl  in 
1782,  for  veiling  further  lands  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town’in  the  crown,  for  extending  the  lines  on  that  fide 
to  wherever  it  fhould  be  thought  proper,  for  the  further 
fecurity  of  this  grand  arfenal  of  the  navy  of  Great- 

Britain. 

At  the  entrance  of  Chatnam  from  Rochefter,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  High-ftreet,  is  the  Vi&ualling- 
office,  for  the  ule  of  tiie  royal  navy  lying  here,  at 
Sheernefs,  and  the  Nore.  In  it  there  is  a cooperage, 
pickling,  baking,  cutting,  (laughter,  and  flore-houfes. 
A new  wharf  has  been  lately  made  to  it,  and  adciition.il 
buildings  ere<5led  for  the  further  convenience  and  fer- 
vice  of  the  victualling/  This  office  is  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  an  agent  victualler,  and  a ftore-keeper. 
The  inhabitants  of  Chatham,  with  thofe  of  Gillingham, 
were  antiently  bound  to  contribute  to  the  fecond  pier 

of  Rochefter  bridge.  f _ . . , 

From  the  vicinity  of  this  place  to  Rochefter,  which 
was  moft  undoubtedly  a Jiation  in  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
mans, it  would  appear  ftrange  if  feme  veftiges  01  that. 

f Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  275. 
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nation  were  not  found  in  Chatham,  or  near  adjoining 
to  it.  The  fummit  of  the  hill  to  the  northward  of  the 
town  points  out  from  its  fituntion,  how  neceliary  the 
pofi'cffion  of  it  muff  have  been  to  the  Romans,  for  the 
fafety  of  their  adjoining  Ration.  Indeed  within  thefe 
few  years,  there  have  been  difeovered  fufficient  proofs 
of  its  not  having  been  negle&ed  by  them  ; for  in 
throwing  up  the  lines  of  fortirication,  for  the  defence  of 
the  dock-yard,  at  Brompton,  in  the  year  1756,  on  the 
weft  fide,  a little  below  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  at  the 
fouth-eaft  extremity  of  the  lines  near  Upbery-farm, 
were  found  ten  or  twelve  graves,  in  which  were  human 
fkeletons,  and  in  fome  of  them  different  pieces  of  ar- 
mour, a part  of  a helmet,  the  head  of  a fpear,  the 
umbo  of  a fhield,  a large  fword,  many  beads  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  &c.  and  afterwards  a tumulus  was  difeo- 
vered, having  in  it  an  urn  filled  with  afnes.  Many 
more  graves  have  been  opened  fince  near  the  above, 
as  the  n ilitary  works  have  been  carried  on,  in  which 
human  fkeletons  of  both  fexes  have  been  found  entire, 
together  with  fwords,  heads  of  fpears,  &c.  and  in  one 
of  them  a bottle,  made  of  red  earth,  refembling  in 
fhape  a modern  water  bottle.  Great  numbers  of  Ro- 
man  coins,  but  moftly  obliterated,  have  been  found 
fcattered  about  this  place,  and  it  feems  probable  that 
there  have  been  many  tumuli  over  the  whole  of  it, 
which  the  plough  has  long  fince  levelled,  the  graves  of 
which  have  not  been  as  yet  difeovered.  On  the  break- 
ing up  the  ground  for  the  making  of  Amherft’s  re- 
doubt, in  1779,  about  forty  rods  weft-north-weft  of 
Upbery-farm,  in  a line  with  Chatham  church,  the 
workmen  met  with  the  ftrong  foundation  of  a build- 
ing, in  fome  parts  not  more  than  four  or  five  inches 
below  the  furface,  but  in  others  fomewhat  more.  Its 
depth  was  about  fix  feet  and  an  half,  the  width  twelve 
feet,  and  apparent  length,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  at 
prefent  from  the  breadth  of  the  trench,  about  eighteen 
feet.  On  clearing  the  earth  from  it,  this  foundation  ap- 
peared 
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peared  to  be  the  outfide  and  party  walls,  about  two 
feet  thick,  of  feveral  lmall  cells  or  rooms,  lying  in  a 
range  fouth  fouth  call;  one  of  thefe  was  in  fize  nine 
feet  three  inches,  by  feven  feet  three  inches,  another 
ten  feet  lquare,  and  a third  ten  feet  by  feven  feet  ■,  the 
floors  of  them  were  of  find,  for  there  was  no  pavement 
remaining,  about  four  feet  and  a half  below  the  lurface 
of  the  hill ; the  infides  of  the  walls  were  done  in  the 
antient frejco , with  red,  blue  and  green  fpots,  and  among 
the  rubbifn  many  pieces  were  found  with  broad  red 
and  other  coloured  narrow  ftripes  on  them  ; and  on 
fpme  the  marks  of  the  brufh  were  very  vifible. 

Among  the  rubbifh  of  the  adjoining  ground,  as  weil 
as  in  finking  the  ditch  to  the  fouthward  of  them,  there 
have  been  found  fcattered  about  many  human  bones, 
pieces  of  Roman  brick  and  tile,  numbers  of  Roman 
coins,  among  which  was  one  of  the  emprefs  Fauftina, 
and  one  of  the  emperor  Claudius,  very  fair ; feveral 
i fmall  pieces  of  iron,  heads  of  fpears,  an  iron  ring,  to- 
gether with  a variety  of  broken  urns,  pots,  lachryma- 
tories, &c.  but  all  of  them  much  broken,  which  might 
happen  from  their  being  depofited  on  the  fummitof  the 
hill,  from  whence  the  plough  continually  forcing  the 
earth  into  the  hollow  below,  at  the  lame  time  broke 
thefe  veflels  in  pieces  with  the  point  of  it,  though  it 
might  not  penetrate  deep  enough  to  turn  them  upop 
the  furface  of  the  ground.  The  bones  were  fo  much 
decayed  as  to  crumble  into  duft,  on  being  prefled  be- 
tween the  finger  and  thumb.  The  urns,  &c.  were 
compofed  of  different  kinds  of  earth  ; fome  of  them, 
among  which  were  the  -pater were  of  a fine  coraline 
red,  as  well  within  fide  as  without ; others  were  of  a 
lead  colour,  and  the  larger  ones  of  a coarfe  black  earth, 
mixed  with  fea  fand,  as  appeared  by  the  fmall  pieces  of 
(hells  remaining  in  them.  On  the  weft- fouth- weft  fide 
of  thefe  cells  the  foundation  of  a larger  building,  not  fo 
deep  in  the  ground  as  the  others,  was  difcovered,  which 
was  traced  within  the  redoubt,  as  far  as  the  bank  of 

earth 
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earth  thrown  out  of  the  ditch  would  permit,  and  was 
found  to  meafure  thirty  feet  by  twenty-one. 

What  thefe  foundations  are  the  remains  of,  time  only 
can  fhewj  in  all  probability  much  more  of  them  remain 
undifcovered,  to  clear  up  the  ufe  of  them.  But  the  tu- 
mult, and  other  fepulchral  fragments,  belonging  to  per* 
Ions  of  both  lexes,  plainly  fhew  it  to  have  been  a com- 
mon place  of  burial  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  as  well 
for  their  Ration  at  Rochefter,  as  the  ufe  of  their  fta- 
tionarv  fummercamp,  eftablifhed  here,  or  near  adjoin- 
ing to  it.  Mr.  Douglas,  in  his  Nenia  Britannica,  has 
publifhed  his  obfervations  on  the  various  Roman  re- 
mains difcovcred  within  thefe  lines  at  different  times, 
with  feveral  engravings  of  the  tumuli  opened,  and  the 
contents  found  in  them.  Befides  the  Roman  coins  a 
great  number  of  old  Englifh,  French,  and  German 
coins,  and  many  different  forts  of  tradefmen’s  tokens 
have  been  found  fcattered  about  grounds  here. 

The  Roman  road,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  is 
not  to  be  found  on  this  fide  Cobham  park-gate,  where 
it  lofes  itfelf  in  the  woods,  and  does  not  difcover  itfelf 
again  till  it  comes  to  the  top  of  Chatham-hill,  although 
in  the  field  where  the  above-mentioned  foundations 
have  been  difcovered,  there  appears  a very  large  raifed 
way,  running  quite  acrofs  the  field,  and  pointing  fouth- 
fouth-eafl,  beyond  which  there  is  nothing  further  to  be 
feen  of  it.  Some  of  our  antiquarians  have  doubted,  if 
this  wras  not  part  of  the  Roman  road  ; but  as  this  would 
leave  Rochefler,  which  is  by  all  allowed  to  be  the  Ro- 
man ftation  after  Vagniaca , near  a mile  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  they  have  given  that  conjefture  up,  and  have 
rather  chofen  to  follow  it  up  Chatham-hill,  at  the  top 
of  which  the  left  hand  or  north  hedge  of  the  high  road 
feems  to  Hand  upon  it  for  a great  way,  as  may  be  per- 
ceived not  only  from  the  rifing  and  falling  of  the  ground 
on  each  fide,  but  from  the  breaks  of  the  hedges,  and 
the  interfe&ions  of  other  crofs  roads  between  Chatham 
and  Rainham. 
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Indeed,  lately  fome  further  difcovery  has  been  fup- 
poled  to  have  been  made  of  the  remains  of  it,  from  the 
top  of  Chatham  hill  we  ft  ward,  clofe  to  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  prefent  high  road,  as  far  down  the  hill  as  the 
houfe  known  by  the  name  of  the  White  Horfe,  which 
fcems  to  (land  upon  them,  beyond  which  nothing  more 
of  them  is  to  be  leer.,  thefe  remains  of  the  Roman  road, 
jf  they  are  fuch,  point  in  a diredt  line  fouth -weftward 
to  the  windmill  near  St.  Margaret’s  church  in  Rochei- 
ter,  and  the  gate  of  Cobham-park  above-mentioned. 

Chatham  gave  the  title  of  baron  to  John,  the 
great  duke  of  Argyle,  who  was  in  1705*  anno  4 queen 
Anne,  created  baron  of  C hatham  and  earl  of  Green- 
wich in  this  county,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male.  In 
1719  he  was  created  duke  of  Greenwich,  and  died  in 
Odtober,  1:43,  without  male  iffue,  fo  that  the  above 
titles  became  extindt g 

The  lady  Heller  Pitt,  filler  of  Richard,  earl  Tem- 
ple, and  wife  of  the  right  hon  William  Pitt,  in  confi- 
deration  ol  his  great  and  important  fervices  to  this  na- 
tion, was  in  1761,  created  baronefs  of  Chatham,  with 
a continuance  of  the  title  to  her  and  her  heirs  male,  by 
her  laid  hulband. 

On  July  30,  1766,  the  above-mentioned  right  hon. 
William  Pitt,  on  a further  confideration  of  his  fervices, 
was  created  vifeount  Pitt,  of  Burton  Pynfent,  in  So- 
merfetfhire,  and  earl  of  Chatham,  with  remainder  to 
his  heir's  male.  He  died  in  1778,  leaving  by  the  lady 
Heller  his  wife,  John,  now  earl  of  Chatham,  William, 
now  a privy  counfellor,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
and  prime  minifter  of  this  kingdom,  &c.  and  James- 
Charles,  who  died  in  the  WTeft- Indies  in  1780,  unmar- 
ried, and  two  daughters,  Plefter,  married  to  Charles, 
vifeount  Mahon,  now  earl  Stanhope,  and  Harriot,  mar- 
ried to  Edward,  eldelt  fon  ot  lord  Eliot. 

s See  vol.  i.  of  this  hiftory,  under  Greenwich,  p.  382,  and 
Sundridge,  vol.  ii.  p.  14. 

On 
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On  the  south  fide  of  Chatham-hjll,  and  on  the 
chalk  hills  in  this  parifh  fbuthward  from  it,  are  found 
feveral  different  kinds  of  the  Jatyrion , or  orchis  plant, 
viz. 

Orchis  hermaphroditica,  the  butterfly  Jatyrion. 

Tefticulus  pfyeodes,  the  gnat  Jatyrion. 

Tefticulus  vulpinus  fpegodes,  the  humble-bee  orchis. 

Orchis  melittias,  the  bee  orchis. 

Orchis  myodes,  the  fly  Jatyrion. 

Orchis  ornithophora,  birds  fatyrion. 

Orchis  ornithophora  folio  maculofo,  / potted  birds 
orchis. 

All  thefe  forts  I have  frequently  gathered  myfclf 
there,  year  after  year. 

The  following  have  been  obferved  by  our  old  bota- 
nifts  in  this  parifh  : 

Limonium,  /^  lavender , below  the  Old  Dock. 

Rubra  fpicata  cretica,  Jmall  candy  madder , in  great 
plenty  on  Chatham- hill* 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  Chatham 
was  in  the  polfeflion  of  Godwin,  earl  of  Kent,  on  whofe 
death  it  defeended  to  his  eldeft  ion,  Harold,  afterwards 
king  of  England,  who  being  flain  tit  the  battle  ofHaf- 
tings,  William  the  Conqueror  feized  Harold’s  poffef- 
fions,  and  gave  this  eftate,  among  others,  to  his  half- 
brother,  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux  ; accordingly  this  place 
is  thus  entered,  under  the  general  title  of  that  prelate’s 
lands,  in  Domefday : 

In  Ceteham  hundred , Robert  Latin  holds  Ceteham  to 
ferm  oj  the  bijhop  (oj  Baieux).  It  was  taxed  at  flx 
Julings.  The  arable  land  is  flxteen  carucates.  In  de- 
mejne  there  are  three , and  33  villeins , with  Jour  bor- 
derers having  10  c art  cates.  There  is  a church , and  13 
Jervants , and  one  mill  oj  thirty-two  pence , and  twenty 
acres  of  meadow,  and  fix  fifheries  of  12  pence.  Wood 

h Johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p.  412. 

for 
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for  the  pannage  of  one  hog.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward 
the  Confefjor , and  afterwards , it  was  worth  1 2 pounds , 
■,low  15  pounds , yet  it  pays  35  pounds.  Earl  Go - 

duin  held  it. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop,  about  four  years  af- 
terwards, the  king  feized  on  this,  among  the  reft  of 
his  pofieffions,  which  became  confiicated  to  the  crown. 
After  which  Chatham  appears  to  have  been  granted  to 
the  eminent  family  of  Crevequer,  written  in  Latin,  De 
Crepito  Corde , this  being  their  feat,  or  Caput  Baronia , 
i.  e.  the  principal  manor  of  their  barony,  for  forne  time, 
until  they  removed  themfelves  to  Leeds  caftle,  being- 
before  frequently  written  Domini  de  Cetham.  They 
bore  for  their  arms,  Gules,  a plain  crofs,  or , as  they  ap- 
pear on  the  roof  of  the  cloilters  at  Canterbury,  and 
impaled  with  thofe  of  Albrineis,  were  put  up  in  the 
window  of  All  Saints  church,  in  that  city. 

Robert,  fon  of  Hamon,  or  Hamo  de  Crevequer, 
who  had  probably  the  grant  of  this  eftate  from  the 
Conqueror,  appears  to  have  held  it  of  the  king,  as  of 
his  caftle  of  Dover,  in  capite , by  barony,  their  barony, 
which  confided  of  five  knights  fees,  being  (tiled  Baro- 
nin de  Crevequer.  His  fon  Hamo,  commonly  called 
from  his  office  Hamo  Dapifer , left  a fon  Robert,  who 
eredted  Leeds  caftle,  and  the  priory  there,  in  1 1 19,  to 
the  former  of  which  he  afterwards  removed  the  capital 
feat  of  his  barony,  whofe  great  grandfon  Hamo  died 
in  the  47th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  being  then  poflefied 
of  this  manor  of  Chatham,  held  as  before- mentioned, 
and  the  manors  of  Farleigh  and  Tefton,  like  wife  in 
capite , as  members  of  it,  belonging,  as  well  as  the  ma- 
nor Ledes,  to  his  barony.  He  left  Robert,  his  grand- 
fon, fon  of  Hamo  his  heir,  who  afterwards  taking  part 
with  the  barons  againft  the  king,  this  among  other 
eftates  was  feized  on,  and  though  he  was  afterwards  re- 
ftored  to  the  king’s  favor,  yet  he  never  gained  pofeff- 
fion  of  this  manor,  which  leems  to  have  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown  till  the  19th  year  ot  king  Ed- 
ward 


£0 6 CHATHAM,  &C.  HUNDRED. 

ward  I.  when  it  was  granted  to  Guido  Ferre  for  the 
term  of  his  life.  He  died  pofiefied  of  it  in  the  4th 
year  of  Edward  III.  the  lame  being  then  of  the  inhe- 
ritance of  Giles  dc  Badlefmere,  and  held  in  capite  by. 
knight’s  fervice. 

Giles  de  Badicfmere  was  only  fon  and  heir  of  Bar- 
tholomew de  Badlefmere,  who  had  had  a grant  of  this 
manor  from  king  Edward  II.  in  h:s  1 ith  year.1  In  the 
7th  year  of  king  Edward  ill.  he  had  pofiefiion  granted: 
of  his  lands,  though  he  had  not  then  accomplilhed  his 
full  age.  After  which  having  received  lummons  to 
parliament,  he  died  in  the  12th  year  of  that  reign, 
without  ilfue,  being  then  pofiefied  of  this  manor,  and 
leaving  his  four  fillers  his  coh.  irs. 

On  the  divifion  of  whole  inheritance,  the  manor  was 
allotted  to  the  fhare  of  Margaret,  the  youngeft  filler, 
wife  of  Sir  John  Tiptoft,k  who  died  before  him  but 
he  having  ilfue  by  her,  continued  in  polfeirion  of  this 
manor  by  the  courtefy  of  England,  for  his  life,  and 
died  pofiefied  of  it  anno  41  king  Edward  III.  holding 
it  in  capite , by  the  fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee.  Their 
fon  and  heir,  Sir  Thomas  Tiptoft,  died  in  the  46th 
year  of  that  reign,  without  male  ilfue,  fo  that  his  three 
daughters  became  his  coheirs  ; of  whom  the  youngeft, 
Elizabeth,  married  Sir  Philip  le  Delpcncer,  w'ho  on 
the  partition  of  their  eftates,  had  this  manor  allotted  to 
her  fhare,  (he  died  before  her  hulband  ; but  leaving  a 
daughter  and  heir,  Margery,  Sir  Philip  continued  in 
pofiefiion  of  it  lor  his  lire,  on  whole  death,  in  the  id 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  Margery,  his  daughter,  inhe- 
rited this  manor,  being  then  the  wife  of  Rc  ger  Went- 
worth, efq.  who  in  her  right  became  entitled  to  it.J 
Their  defendant,  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth,  of  Nettle** 
lied,  in  Suffolk,  was  fummoned  to  parliament  anno  20 

* Pat.  in  Turr.  de  anno  1 1 and  12  Edward  II.  pars  1 ma. 

k Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  39,  59.  Rot.  Efch.«jus  an. 

' See  the  iecond  volume  of  this  Hiftory,  p.  478. 

Henry 
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Henry  VIII.  among  the  peers  of  this  realm,  and  died 
in  the  5th  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  being  then  lord 
chamberlain  ot  the  king’s  houlehold,  and  was  buried 
in  YVeftminfter  abbey.  Thomas  lord  Wentworth, 
his  fon  and  heir,  fuccecded  to  this  manor,  and  was 
made  deputy  of  Calais,  from  which  trull  he  was, 
however,  fhortly  after  removed,  on  account  of  his 
youth  and  inexperience.  On  king  Edward’s  death  he 
was  one  of  the  firft  who  appeared  for  queen  Mary, 
who,  in  the  ill  year  of  her  reign,  made  him  a privy 
counfellor,  and  again  deputy  of  Calais,  and  the 
marches  of  it ; which  office  he  held  till  the  fatal  lofs 
of  that  place. 

In  the  8th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  he  alienated 
the  manor  of  Chatham  to  Francis  Barneham  and  Ste- 
phen Slanie,  who  quickly  after  palled  away  their  in- 
tereft  in  it  to  John  Hart  and  Michael  Barker;  and 
they,  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  had  licence  to 
alienate  it  to  Reginald  Barker,  efq.  who  died  in  1600, 
and  was  buried  in  Chatham  church,  where  an  altar 
tomb  was  ere&ed  to  his  memory,  with  the  effigies  of 
him  and  his  wife  on  it.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Barry 
or  and  fable , a bend  gules , in  chief  a crefcent  fable , for 
difference.  Anne  his  widow  fold  it  to  Sir  Robert 
Jackfon,  who,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  con- 
veyed it  by  fale  to  Sir  Oliver  Boteler,  then  of  Teflon; 
whofe  grandfon,  Sir  Oliver  Boteler,  bart.  gave  it  in 
marriage  with  his  daughter  Joan,  to  Chrillopher 
Rhodes,  efq-  whofe  fon  of  the  lame  name,  afterwards 
poflefled  it,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  On  a bend  a lion 
pafj'ant  guard  ant,  in  the  dexter  point  an  acorn.  On  his 
death,  J'.p.  his  filler  marrying  Charles  Birkhead,  efq. 
intitled  her  hufband  to  it,  and  he  is  the  prefent  pof- 
feifor  of  this  manor. 

There  is  a market  and  two  fairs  belonging  to  this 
manor  ; the  former  is  held  weekly  on  a Saturday, 
and  the  latter  on  May  15,  and  Sept.  19,  yearly,  and 
holds  for  three  days  each  time. 


Wadeslade, 
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ADESEADEj  °r  IValderJlade,  now  vulgarly  called 
'V^aslett,  is  a manor  heie,  which  was  formerly  ac- 
counted a member  of  the  manor  of  Chatham,  of 
which  it  is  now  held.  After  the  bifliop  of  Eaieux’s 
difgrace,  it  came  into  fhepofleffion  of  the  C revequer’s, 
from  whom  it  palled  into  the  family  of  Leyborne,  of 
Ley  borne  in  this  county. 

Hern  y de  Leyborne,  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Ed- 
waroL.  obtained  a charter  of  free  warren  for  his  Janas 
in  \\  aiderflade,  Sharftede,  and  Lydefynge,  in  this  pa- 
nlh. n In  the  28th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  he,  with 
his  brother  Simon,  had  attended  the  king  in  his  ex- 
pedition into  Scotland,  and  was  prefent  with  many 
others  or  the  gentry  of  this  county  at  the  fiege  of  Car- 
laverock,  and  were  both  knighted  for  their  fervices 
tlieie.  I hey  feem  both  to  have  been  younger  bro- 
tneis  of  William  de  Leyborne,  of  Leyborne  caftle. 
On  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  de  Leyborne,  it  is  pro- 
oable  this  manor  defcended  to  his  niece,  Juliana  de 
Leyborne,  who  having  Hue  by  neither  of  her  buf- 
oands,  each  of  whom  fhe  furvived,  it  efcheated  to 
the  crown  for  want  of  heirs,  for  it  appears  by  the  in- 
quiiuion,  ^taken  in  the  43d  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
after  her  death,  that  there  was  then  no  one  who  could 
ma\e  claim  to  her  effates,  either  by  diredt,  or  even 
collateial  alliance.  After  which,  this  eftate  conti- 
nued in  the  crown  till  king  Richard  II.  in  his  11th 
year,  gave  it  to  the  priory  of  canons,  alias  Chiltern 
Langley,  in  Hertford  (hi  re,  where  it  continued  till  the 
dissolution  of  that  houfe  in  the  30th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  who,  in  his  3 iff  year,  granted  to  Rich- 
ard, lufrragan  bifhop  of  Dover,  this  manor,  together 
with  the  icite  of  the  above  monaftery,  and  alf other 
lands  and  poffeffions  belonging  to  it,  in  Hertfordfhire 
and  Kent,  excepting  two  marihes  and  a fmall  parcel 
of  land  m Prefton,  in  this  county,  to  hold  during  his 

Hot.  Cart,  ejus  an,  N.  42.  Philipott,  104,  218. 

life,. 
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life,  without  any  rent  or  account  whatever,  provided, 
that  if  he  fhould  be  promoted  to  one  or  more  eccie- 
fiallical  benefices,  or  other  dignity  or  annuity  of  the 
yearly  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  that  then  this 
grant  fhould  be  void.  His  name  was  Thornden,  alias 
Stede.  On  the  foundation  of  the  dean  and  chapter 
ofChrift  church,  in  Canterbury,  anno  33  Henry  VIII. 
he  was  made  one  of  the  new  prebendaries  of  it,  and’ 
foon  after  redtor  of  Adifham,  in  this  county,  which 
probably  vacated  the  above  grant ; however,  this  cer- 
tainly happened  before  the  36th  year  of  that  reign, 
for  the  king  that  year  granted  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Mode, 
to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice  ; and  he  gave  it 
in  marriage  with  his  youngeft  daughter  and  coheir, 
Amy,  to  Sir  Thomas  Rempe,  of  Ollantigh  in  Wye ; 
who,  in  the  9th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  palled  it 
away,  by  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Waldelland,  alias 
North  Waldelland,  in  Chatham,  to  John  Mabbe,  fen. 
goldfmith,  of  London,  as  he  did  in  the  20th,  to  Wil- 
liam Emmes  and  Catherine  his  wile ; who,  in  the  2 5th 
year  of  that  reign,  alienated  it  to  Rich.  Fogge,  gent, 
and  he  the  next  year  fold  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Cocks, 
who  transferred  it  in  like  manner  in  the  36th  year  of 
the  fame  reign,  to  Richard  Lee,  efq.  of  Deice,  in  Ro- 
chefter;  whofeeldeft  fon,  Richard  Lee,  efq.  fucceed- 
ed  to  this  ellate,  but  quickly  afterwards  gave  up  his 
right  in  it  to  his  next  brother,  Thomas  Lee,  who  dy- 
ing without  ilfue,  gave  it  by  his. will  to  his  nephew, 
Richard,  eldelt  fon  of  his  brother,  Richard  Lee,  of 
Delce,u  and  his  defcendant  of  the  fame  name  palled 
it  away  in  queen  Anne’s  reign  to  Sir  Owen  Bucking- 
ham, alderman  of  London,  and  lord  mayor  in  1705. 
He  died  pofiefled  of  Wadellade  in  17 13,  leaving  by 
Frances,  his  fecond  wife,  a fon,  Owen  Buckingham, 
efq.  who  died  pofiefled  ol  it  in  1720,0  being  killed  in 


" Philipott,  p.  104.  MSS.  pedigree,  Lee.  See  Great  Deice,  in 
Rocheiler.  ° Chatham  court  rolls, 
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a duel.  After  his  deceafe  it  came  to  the  Manleys  of 
Reading1,  and  from  that  name  it  pafled  in  moieties, 
one  of  which  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  William  Bof- 
ville,  efq.  whofe  elded  Ion  and  heir,  Henry  Bofville, 
efq.  of  Bradborne,  in  Sevenoke,  dying  in  1761,  un- 
married, devifed  this  moiety  to  his  kinfman,  Sir  Rich- 
ard Bet  enfon,  of  Bradborne,  bart.  on  whofe  death, 
f p.  this  moiety  went,  by  the  limitation  of  Mr.  Bof- 
ville’s  will,  to  Thomas  Lane,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  who 
is  the  prefent  owner  of  it.p  The  other  moiety  of 
Wadeflade  palled  from  the  Manleys  into  the  name 
of  Lille,  from  whence  it  was  alienated  to  Dr.  Philip 
Bearcroft,  on  whofe  deceafe  it  defcended  to  his  three 
Tons,  Philip,  Edward,  and  John  Bearcroft,  and  they 
lome  few  years  ago  joined  in  the  l'ale  of  it  to  Abraham 
Chambers,  efq.  of  London  ; he  died  in  1782,  leaving 
his  widow  furviving,  and  two  Tons,  who  are,  as  coheirs 
in  gavelkind,  the  prefent  poffefiors  of  his  moiety  of  it. 
There  is  a court  baron  now  held  for  this  manor. 

Sh?a rstRT>",  vulgarly  called  Shawsted,  is  a manor 
lying  among  the  woods  in  the  fouthern  part  of  this 
parilh,  which  had  antiently  owners  who  took  their 
iurname  from  it. 

Fulco  de  Sharftfed  held  it  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.’  and 
Simon  de  Sharfted  died  polleffed  of  it,  and  likewife 
of  a moiety  of  the  manor  of  Lydfing,  in  this  parilh 
and  Gillingham,  in  the  25th  year  of  that  reign,  at 
which1  time  he  held  this  manor  as  half  a knight’s  fee/ 
In  the'  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  Sir  Henry  de  Ley- 
borne  was  poffefled  of  it,  in  the  4th  year  of  which 
he  obtained  charter  of  free  warren  for  his  lands  in 
Sharfrede,  Lydelinge,  and  elfewhere  in  this  parilh. 
Ifabella  his  widow,  paid  aid  for  this  manor  in  the 
20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  holding  it  as  half  a 
knight’s  fee  of  the  honour  of  Ledes.  Soon  after  which 

p See  Bradborne,  in  Sevenoke,  vol.  ii.  p.  84. 

n Book  of  Knight’s  fees  in  the  Exchequer.  Rot.  Efch  ejus  an. 

r Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  N.  42. 
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it  came  into  the  family  of  Say,  for  in.  the  30th  year 
of  the  above  reign  Sir  Roger  de  Say,  granted  to  his 
brother.  Sir  Jeffry  de  Say,  his  manor  of  Sharftede  and 
Lydefynge,  in  the  pariihes  of  Chatham  and  Gilling- 
ham, with  their  appurtenances,  to  hold  in  perpetual 
inheritance.  He  teems  to  have  alienated  it  to  Ro- 
bert Belknapp,  who,  in  the  50th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  granted  the  manor  of  Sharftede,  and  a, 
moiety  of  the  manor  of  Lidefynge  in  Chatham  and 
Woldeham,  with  their  appurtenances,  to  the  prior 
$nd  convent  of  Roehefter,at  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty- 
two  marcs  for  ever,5  and  performing  likewife  certain 
religious  fervjces,  as  is  therein  mentioned.  This  ma- 
nor of  Sharfted,  with  that  of  Lydfyng,  continued 
part  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  priory  till  the  dilTolution 
of  it  in  the  3*d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it 
was,  together  with  all  its  revenues,  lurrendered  into 
the  king’s  hands,  who  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his 
33d  year,  fettled  them  on  his  new  founded  dean  and 
chapter  of  Rocbefber,  where  the  inheritance  of  them 
remains  at  prefent.  The  prefent  lfeafe  of  thefe  ma- 
nors is  vefted  in  Mr.  John  Boghurft,  of  Stroud. 

Horst ed  is  a manor  in  this  panfh,  part  of  the 
lands  of  which  are  ip  Roehefter,  the  boundary  of  the 
liberty  of  that  city  extending  towards  the  fouth-eaft, 
as  far  as  this  houf'e. 

This  place  is  iuppofed  to  take  its  name  from  Her- 
fa,  the  Saxon  general,  and  brother  of  Hengift,  the 
firft  king  of  Kent,  who  engaging  the  Britons  lender 
the  command  of  Catigern,  brother  of  king  Vortimer, 
the  chiefs  encountering  each  other  hand  to  hand,  w etc 
both  killed  on  the  fpot;  Catigern  is.fuppofed  to  have 
been  buried  near  the  field  of  battle,  at  the  place  now 
called  Kids  Coty  houfe  ; and  Horfa  at  this  place, 
wJhich,  from  that  circumftance,  affumed  the  name  of 


Reg.  Roff.  p.  220, 2zi,  222.  See  more  of.  this  manor  iti-Tan. 
Not.  Mon.  p.  203.  viz.  Pat.  6 R.  2.  p.  2.  m.,i8.  Pat.  i6,tR.  2. 
p.  3.  m.  7.  Rec.  in  Scacc.  12  Hen.  VIII.  Patch.  Rot.  12. 
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Horded,  i.  e.  the  place  of  Horfad  In  the  fields  near 
it,  there  are  number  of  large  ftonesdifperfed  over  the 
Minds,  fome  ftanding  upright,  and  others  thrown  down 
by  time,  which  it  is  probable  were  placed  as  memori- 
als of  thofe  who  were  flam  on  the  tide  of  the  Saxons 
in  this  memorable  rencounter,  and  were  buried  here. 

This  manor,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  was 
part  of  the  poflefhons  of  the  eminent  family  of  Apul- 
dei  field;  for  in  the  38th  year  of  it,  William  de  Apul- 
derfeld  obtained  a charter  of  free  warren  for  his  lands 
at  Horded. u After  they  were  become  extind  here, 
it  became  the  property  of  Waryn,  one  of  whom,  John, 
ion  of  Edmund  Waryn,  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  the 
1 2th  year  of  king-  Edward  III,  From  this  name  it 
paffed  to  Benedid  de  Fulfham,  who  was  lord  of  it  in 
me  3°th  year  of  that  reign.  His  deicendanf,  Rich- 

^ ullham,  held  it  at  his  death,  in  the  5th  year 
oi  king  Henry  V . Soon  after  which  it  pafled  into  that 
of  Love  ; Reginald  Love  died  poflefled  of  it  in  the 
9th  year  of  the  above  reign,  and  his  fuccedor  held  it 
till  the  latter  end  of  king  Henry  VI.  when  it  pafled 
by  fale  to  William  Venour,  who  died  poflefled  of 
Horded  in  the  id  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  After 
which  it^was,  within  a few  months,  conveyed  to  Mark- 
haiii,  in  -which  name  it  daid  but  a very  fhort  time  be- 
fore  it  was  conveyed  to  Tate,  who  pafled  it  away  to 
Sir  Richard  Lee,  citizen  and  grocer  of  London,  in 
whofe  defeendants  this  manor  remained  till  Richard 
Lee, -efq.  of  Deice,  in  Roche  Aer,  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  pafled  it  away  by  file  to  Robert  Harvey,  efq. 
of Crimplefham,  in  Norfolk;  and  he,  in  1717,  alien- 
ated it,  with  other  edates,  to  William  Walter,  efq. 
of  Chatham,  Who  dying  in  1745,  gave  this  manor  by 
wilV  to  his  nephew,  Thomas  Walter,  efq.  and  he, 
fooit. after  the  year  1767,  conveyed  it,  with  other 

' V: 

. lV-^e’S  Eeramh.  395-  See  vol.  i.  p.  5,  of  this  Hiftofry. 
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eftates  in  this  parilh,  to  Benjamin  Hatley  Foote,  efq. 
on  whofe  death,  in  1791,  his  Ton,  George  Talbot 
Hatley  Foote,  fucceeded  to  it,  and  is  the  prefent 
owner  of  it.  There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor. 

Snodhurst,  now  vulgarly  called  Snolledge,  is  an 
hamlet  here,  which  was  formerly  part  of  the  pofleflions 
of  the  family  of  Crevequer,  lords  ofChathanh.  Part 
of  it  feems  to  have  been  accounted  an  appendage  to 
the  manor  of  Great  Deice,  and  is  faid,  in  the  records 
of  the  time  of  king  Edward  III.  to  have  confifted  of 
lixty  acres  of  land,  which  are  likewife  called  a caru- 
cate,  and  in  others  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee, 
and  are  faid  to  lie  in  Parva,  or  Little  Chatham. 

Snodhurft,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  was  in  the  poffefiion  of  the  family  of  Ba- 
dlefmere.  Bartholomew  de  Badlefmere,  in  the  9th 
year  of  that  reign,  obtained  a charter  of  free  warren 
for  his  lands  in  Snodhurft  and  Chatham  ; but  at  the 
latter  end  of  it,  alTociating  with  the  barons  againlt 
the  king,  he  was  taken  and  executed  at  Canterbury, 
being  then  poflefied  of  this  eftate,  as  appears  by  the 
inquifition  taken  in  the  2d  of  Edward  III.  Notwith- 
ftandingthis  delinquency,  his  young  Ion,  Giles  de  Ba- 
dlefmere, found  fo  much  favour  with  the  king,  that  in 
the  7th  of  Edward  III.  doing  his  homage,  he  had  pof- 
leflion  granted  of  his  inheritance,  though  he  had  not 
then  accomplilhed  his  full  age.  He  died  in  the  12th 
year  of  that  reign  without  ifi'ue,  upon  which  his  four 
lifters  became  his  coheirs  ; and  on  the  divillon  of  their 
inheritance,  although  Maud  the  eldeft  lifter,  wife  of 
John  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  had  fomc  fmall  part 
of  it,  yet  Elizabeth,  the  fecond  lifter,  wife  of  William 
Bohun,  earl  of  Northampton,  had  by  far  the  greateft 
fhare  of  it  allotted  to  her;  however,  Ihe  appears  to 
have  parted  with  her  intereft  in  it  before  the  latter 
end  of  that  reign,  when  Benedict  de  F'ulfliam  appears 
to  have  died  pofleffed  of  it ; and  his  defeendant  held 
it  at  his  death,  in  the  5th  year  of  king  Flenry  V. 

p ~ after 
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after  which  this  eftate  paffed  through  the  like  fuccef- 
fion  of  ownerlhip  as  Great  Deice,  in  Rochefter,  before 
defcribed,  till  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  when  Rich. 
Lee,  efq.  of  Great  Deice,  palled  it  away  by  fale  to 
Robert  Harvey,  efq.  of  Crimplelham,  in  Norfolk 
and  he,  in  1717,  alienated  it,  with  other  eftates,  to 
William  Walter,  efq.  of  Chatham,  who  bore  for  his 
arms,  Azure>  a fejs  indented  or , between  three  fpread 
eagles  argent,  He  died  in  1745,  and  gave  this  eftate 
to  his  nephew,  Thomas  Walter,  efq.  who,  foon  after 
the  year  1 767,  conveyed  it,  with  other  eftates  in  this 
parilh,  and  St.  Margaret’s  in  Rochefter,  to  Benjamin 
Hatley  Foote,  efq.  whofe  ion,  George  Talbot  Hatley 
Foote,  efq.  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Settington,  alias  Sittington,  is  a farm  and 
reputed  manor  in  this  parilh,  which,  in  the  reign  of 
king  James  I.  was  part  of  thofe  ample  poffeliions  in 
jthis  parilh  and  neighbourhood,  which  were  owned  by 
Sir  Maximilian  Dalyfon;  who,  at  his  death,  gave 
this  eftate  to  his  fon  of  the  fame  name,  who  in  like 
manner  gave  it  to  his  fecond  fon,  Mr.  Charles  Daly- 
fon, gept.  of  Chatham,  and  he  alienated  it  to  Mr. 
Ifaac  Walker,  gent,  of  Luton,  in  this  parilh,  who  de- 
vifed  it  by  his  will  to  his  three  fons,  Richard,  Ifaac, 
and  William,  whole  leveral  lhares  in  the  year  1714, 
.were  become  centered  in  Mr.  John  Walker,  the  only 
furviving  fon  of  Richard ; he  paffed  it  away  by  fale 
to  Richard  Venner,  of  Northfleet,  whofe  heirs  fold 
it  to  Mr.  Laurence,  of  Evans ; from  whom  it  was  fold 
in  the  year  177 3,  to  Mr.  John  Holloway,  of  London, 
the  prefent  proprietor  of  it  j who  has,  as  I am  inform- 
ed, lately  alienated  it. 

, There  is  a good  old  manfion,  called  Room- ho  use, 
fituated  at  a lmall  di fiance  from  the  High-ftreet  of 
Chatham,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  in  the  road  leading 
from  thence  t^  Maidftone.  This  was  formerly  the 
feat  of  the  Walkers,  who  alienated  it  to  commodore 
Mihell ; he  fold  it  to  George  Hinde,  efq.  after  whofe 

death 
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death  it  was  poflefled  by  his  widow,  and  (She  carried 
her  intereft.in  it in  marriage  to  George  Monroe,  e£q. 
fince  which  it  has  been  fold  to  James  Beft,  efq.  oi 
Chatham,  who  died  in  1782;  one  of  whole  foijs,  Mr- 
Richard  Reft,  now  reticles  in  ijt. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  hospital,  founded  by  Gun- 
dulph,  biihop  of  Roehefter,  in  1078,  the  year  after  his 
advancement  to  that  fee,w  was  fituated  adjoining  to  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  High-ftreer,  lefs  than  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  entrance  into  this  parilh  from  Roehefter. 
It  was  originally  inftitutedasa  lazajr-houfe,  i-  e.  for  the 
reception  of  poor  and  leprous  perfons,  and  confided  of 
a matter,  who  was  fometimes  ttiled  cajlos,  or  warden, 
and  at  others,  prior,  and  of  brethren  and  fitters.*  The 
original  revenues  of  it  were  but  fmall,  and  though  they 
were  afterwards  increafed  at  different  times,  and  con- 
firmed by  king  Henry  III.  and  his  fuccefiors,  yet  this 
hofpital  probably  would  before  long  have  funk  into 
ruin,  had  not  the  founder  fo  firmly  conne&ed  it  with 
the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Roehefter,  the  prior  and 
chapter  of  which  he  ordained  perpetual  patrons  of  it. 
From  the  time  of  their  foundation,  the  poor  brethren 
received  weekly  and  daily  allowances  of  provifions 
from  the  above  convent,  who  permitted  them  to  take 
to  their  ufe  the  oblations  and  profits  of  the  altars  of 
St.  James  and  St.  Giles  in  their  cathedral  * they  had 
befides  the  privilege  of  taking  alms  from  thofe  perfons 
who  dined  at  the  archbilhop’s  table  on  the  day  of  his 
installation,  and  the  cloth  which  covered  the  table  was 
their  perquifite.  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  an 
attempt  was  made  to  prove  this  hofpital  to  have  been 
founded  by  the  king’s  progenitors,  but  on  an  mquifi- 
tion  being  taken  it  was  found  that  neither  the  king,  nor 
any  of  his  predecefiors  ever  were  founders  of  it,  nor  had 
he  or  they  any  intereft  in  it  as  fuch. 


w Tan.  Nor.  Mon.  p 211.  Hiftory  pf  Roehefter,  p.  377. 
x Reg.  Roff.  p.  21S. 
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-Notwithstanding  what  has  been  mentioned  before-, 
cqncerrringthe  dependence  of  this  hofpital  on  the  priory 
of  St.  Andrew,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  always 
been  a corporation  diflindt  from  the  priory  ; for  efpe- 
cial  grants  were  made  to  them,  and  the  matter  and  bre- 
thren were  tenants  to  the  convent,  for  lands  held  by 
them  of  one  of  the  manors  belonging  to  it.  They  alfo 
demifed  their  eftates  in  a corporate  capacity,  and  were 
from  time  immemorial  poftefTed  of  a common  teal. 
rJ  he  diffolution  of  the  priory  of  Rochetter  was,  no 
doubt,  fenfibly  felt  by  the  poor  members  of  this  hotpi- 
tal  ; for  the  conftant  charitable  fupply  held  forth  to 
them  by  the  convent  being  withdrawn,  they  had  no 
other  fupport  than  what  arofe  from  the  revenue  of  their 
final!  eftate,  which  probably  did  not  much  exceed  thir- 
teen pounds  per  annum. 

How  this  hofpital  efcaped  the  general  ditfolution  of 
thefe  houfes  in  the  reigns  of  king  Henry  VHI.  and 
king  Edward  VI.  I have  not  found  ; but  it  was  cer- 
tainly in  being,  in  the  year  1579,  anno  22  queen  Eli- 
zabeth ; probably  the  poverty  of  its  revenues  might  be 
the  caufe  of  its  prefervation.  In  the  above  year^a  fuit 
was  commenced  in  the  exchequer  againft:  the  brethren, 
upon  the  pretence  of  concealment,  as  appears  by  the 
letter  wrote  that  year  by  Yonge,  bifliop  of  Rochefter, 
to  the  lord  treafurer  Burleigh,  in  behalf  of  this  houfe, 
which  he  (tiles,  the  poor  hofpital  of  Chatham;  and 
Lambarde,  who  wrote  his  Perambulation  about  this 
time,  calls  it  a poor  Ihew  of  a decayed  hofpital,  and  the 
bifhop,  in  his  letter  above-mentioned,  fays,  that  the 
fuit  would  be  to  the  utter  fpoil  and  undoing  of  certain 
poor  lazars,  and  other  poor  and  impotent  perfons  then 
refiant  here,  and  not  only  of  them,  but  of  fuch  like, 
who  might  Hand  in  need  of  the  fame  in  time  to  come. 
This  letter  feems  to  have-had  the  defired  effedt,  and  to 
have  (topped  all  further  proceedings  agair.it  it  at  that 
time.  In  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  a like  plea  was 
again  fet  up,  and  a grant  was  made  by  that  prince,  in 
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the  17th  year  of  his  reign,  to  feveral  different  perfons, 
at  the  nomination  of  James,  vifcount  Doncafter; 
which  fuit  was  defended  by  the  poor  brethren,  by  the 
advice  and  with  the  affiftance  and  cofl  of  the  fueceffive 
deans  of  Rochefter,  till  the  beginning  of  Charles  I’s 
reign,  when  the  whole  was  referred  to  arbitration,  and 
fettled  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  hofpital ; the  above 
grant  and  all  other  claims  on  it,  being  dii miffed  and 
compromifed  by  the  pains  and  at  the  colt  of  Dr.  Bal- 
canqual,  then  dean  of  Rochefter.  In  this  deed  of  ar- 
bitration, it  appears,  that  from  the  foundation  of  the 
chapter  anno  33  Henry  VIII.  the  deans  of  Rochefter 
had  been  patrons  of  this  hofpital,  and  ever  had  the 
placing  of  the  poor  brethren  in  it,  and  the  difpofing 
and  letting  of  all  the  lands  and  tenements  belonging 
to  it/ 

Since  the  reftoration  the  eftates  of  this  hofpital  have 
been  enjoyed  by  the  fueceffive  deans  of  Rochefter,  as 
patron?  of  it.  The  hofpital  itfelf  has  been  long  fine e 
demolifhed,  part  of  the  chapel  being  all  that  remains 
of  this  antient  ftrudture.  There  were  formerly  only 
three  brethren,  one  of  whom  was  always  a clergyman, 
and  officiated  as  the  chaplain  in  this  chapel.  But  in 
1718,  dean  Pratt  made  an  alteration  in  this  refpeeft,  by 
appointing  a fecond  chaplain,  who  was  likewiie  to  en- 
joy the  privileges  and  emoluments  of  a brother,  and  at 
prefent  there  are  four  brethren  of  this  fociety,  two  of 
whom  are  in  orders/  No  part  of  the  manfion  of  this 
hofpital  remains  at  this  time,  houfes  having  been  long 
fince  erefled  on  the  feite  of  it,  but  the  chapel,  which 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward  III.  appears  to  have  had  a 
cemetery  belonging  to  it,  is  now  (landing  clofe  -by,  it, 
and  has  been  ere&ed  at  different  periods/  The  moft 
antient  part  is  the  eaft  end,  which  is  probably  the  re- 
mains of  the  original  ftru£ture,  which  was  erected  by 

y Reg.  Roff.  p.  224.  2 Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  2R1. 

* A view  of  it  is  engraved  in  the  Cuftumale.  Rofferift,  pi.  t. 

Hugh 
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Hugh  dc  Trottefclyve,  a monk  of  Rochefter,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  I.  for  the  uie  of  the  lepers,  and  dedica- 
ted by  him  to  St.  Bartholomew.  It  is  a fmall  circus, 
having  three  narrow  gothic  windows,  and  is  built  and 
roofed  with  (lone  ; hence  a chancel  extends  to  the  weft, 
which,  though  antient,  does  not  appear  of  equal  anti- 
quity with  the  others.  Dean  Pratt  purchafed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  leafe  of  this  part  of  the  building,  then 
demifed  out  to  other  ules,  and  having  repaired  it,  fitted 
it  up  with  wainfeatting  and  pews.  From  this  chan- 
cel an  additional  building  is  continued  farther  weft- 
ward,  new  built  in  1743,  at  the  expence  of  Wil- 
liam Walter,  efq.  of  Chatham,  who  new  pewed  it, 
eredted  the  fteeple,  and  was  otherwife  a coniiderable 
benefactor  to  this  chapel,  which  is  of  the  great  eft:  ufe 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  town,  the  parilli 
church  being  at  fo  great  a diftance  from  it. 

The  fund,  ufually  ftiled  the  chest  at  Chat- 
ham, the  produce  of  which  is  regularly  appropriated 
to  the  relief  of  Tailors,  who  have  been  wounded  in  the 
lervice  of  the  Crown,  was  firft  planned  by  Sir  Francis 
Drake  and  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  the  year  1588,  after 
tire  defeat  of  the  Spanifh  Armada,  when  the  Teamen 
of  the  royal  navy  voluntarily  agreed  to  advance  a cer- 
tain proportion  of  their  pay  towards  the  lupport  of 
their  diftrefied  brethren.  This  was  found  to  anfwer 
fo  well  the  benevolent  purpofes  for  which  it  was  de- 
fined, that  it  has  been  continued  to  the  prefent  time, 
and  has  at  various  times  been  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged by  the  crown  and  legiflative  authority  ; and 
in  the  1 ft  year  of  king  James  II,  when  a further  duty 
of  five  {hillings  per  ton  was  laid  on  all  foreign  built 
fhips,  one  moiety  of  it  was  given,  by  parliament,  to 
the  ufe  of  this  charity,  which  is  befides  poffefled  of 
feverai  eftates  of  land  in  this  county.  It  is  under 
the  management  of  feverai  governors,  with  an  accoun- 
tant, paymafter,  clerk,  and  furgeon.  The  gratuities 
and  penfions  are  diftributed  from  the  produce  of  the 

revenues 
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^venues  to  fuch  feamen,  wounded  or  hurt  in  the  fer- 
vice,  as  appear  adequate  to  their  lots  or  bufferings,  as 
, are  fet  forth  in  the  (mart  ticket  made  out  by  the  fur- 
geon,  and  figned  by  the  captain,  lieutenant*  mailer, 

, and  all  the  warrant  officers. 

Sir  John  Hawkins  above  mentioned,  was  the  fon 
of  William  Hawkins,  who  was  the  fir  ft  Englifhman 
that  made  a voyage  to  Bralil ; he  was  born  at  Ply- 
mouth in  1520,  and  was  eftccmed  a valiant  and  ex- 
perienced fcaman  j Hawkins,  Drake,  and  Forbilher, 
then  reputed  three  of  the  bell  fea  oificers  of  the  time, 
aded  as  vice  admirals  under  Charles  lord  Howard  of 
Effingham,  on  board  the  fleet  prepared  to  oppole  the 
opanifh  Armada,  and  the  former  was  knighted  by  that 
nobleman,  then  lord  high  admiral,  for  his  lk ilful  and 
gallant  conduct  in  that  expedition.  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins died  in  159 5,  aged  44,  on  board  the  Garland 
man  of  war,  in  fight  of  the  iffand  of  Porto  Rico,  in 
the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  and  his  body  was  commit- 
ted, as  is  ufual,  to  the  fea.  His  fecond  wife  furvived 
him,  and  eredted  a monument  to  his  memory,  in  St. 
Dunftan’sin  the  Eaft  church,  London,  in  which  pa- 
riffi  he  had  lived.  By  will  he  bequeathed  turns  to 
the  poor  of  that  parilh,  Deptford,  and  Plymouth. b 

Sir  Joijn  Hawkins,  not  fatisfied  with  having 
promoted  this  benevolent  (chert) e»  foon  afterwards 
founded  and  endowed,  at  his  own  cods*  an  hospital 
in  this  town,  nearly  oppofite  to  St.  Bartholomew’s 
before  mentioned,  as  a comfortable  retreat  for  poor 
decayed  mariners  and  (hip wrights.  The  building 
tor  their  reception  appears,  from  an  old  infeription  cut 
in  the  wall  over  the  entrance,  to  have  been  finifbed  in 
1592  ; and  in  1594,  queen  Elizabeth,  attherequeft 
of  the  founder,  granted  a charter  of  incorporation,  by 
the  name  of,  The  Governors  of  the  hofpital  of  Sir  John 

I * Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  ii.  p.  44.  Sc;  his  Life,  in  Biog. 
Brit.  vol.  iv,  p.  2556. 

Hawkins , 


220  CHATHAM,  &C.  HUNDRED. 

Hawking  in  Chatham.  By  this  charter  the  governo 
were  to  confifl  of  twenty-fix  perfons,  of  which  nun 
ber  four  only  were  to  be  elective,  and  the  others  we: 
to  be  in  veiled  with  this  trull  by  virtue  of  their  rr 
fpedtive  offices,  viz.  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbur* 
the  bilhop  of  Rochelter,  the  lord  high  admiral,  ti. 
lord  warden,  the  dean  of  Rochefler,  the  treafure, 
the  comptroller,  furveyor  and  clerk  of  the  navy,  fi 
principal  mailers  of  mariners,  tw'o  principal  fhip 
wrights,  and  the  mailer  and  wardens  of  the  Trinit 
houfe  for  the  time  being,  and  their  fucceffors  3 tha 
at  the  election  of  any  new  governor  there  fhould  b 
five  governors,  who  dwelled  in  the  county  of  Kent’ 
prefent.  Power  was  likewife  given  to  Sir  John  Haw 
kins  and  others,  to  affign,  and  for  the  governors  t( 
purchaleand  take  lands  and  tenements,  not  exceeding, 
the  clear  yearly  value  of  one  hundred  marcs,  that  is 
661.  13s.  4d.  After  which,  Sir  John,  during  his  lift 
time,  conveyed  to  the  governors  the  lands  and  tithes 
which  he  intended  for  this  hofpital,  the  rents  of  which 
then  amounted  to  661.  per  annum.  The  beneficent 
founder  of  this  charity  did  not  long  furvive  this  infli- 
tution,  for  he  died  in  1 5953  foon  after  which  twelve 
penfioners  were  fettled  in  this  hofpital,  and  a weekly 
flipend  of  two  fhillings  w'as  paid  to  each  poor  perfon;. 
but  this  allowance  being  found  to  exceed  what  the 
annual  revenue  would  admit  of,  in  the  year  1609,  it 
found  requifite  to  reduce  their  number  to  ten.  The 
eflate  belonging  to  it  has  been  fince  fo  confiderably 
impioved,  that  the  poor  men’s  flipend  is  how  aug- 
mented to  3s.  6d.  per  w^eek  each  ; and  they  are  be- 
sides allowed  a chaldron  of  coals  yearly.  No  perfon 
is  eligible  who,  whilft  in  the  fervice  of  the  royal  navy, 
has  not  been  maimed,  difabled,  or  otherwife  brought 
to  poverty.  The  deputy  governor  is  appointed  under 
the  common  feal,  and  inhabits  the  principal  houfe 
belonging  to  the  hofpital,  with  the  yearly  fee  of  forty 

fhillings. 
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lillings.  1 he'  archbilhop  is  vififor  of  the  hofpital. 
his  hofpital  has  been,  not  many  years  fince,  taken 
own  and  rebuilt  on  a more  commodious  plan  than 
efore;  the  principal  entrance  is  now  facing  the  flreet, 
hd  the  apartments  are  rendered  light  and  airy,  one 
f the  elected  governors  having  generoufly  given  a be- 
:fa&ion  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  this  purpofe; 
rut  excepting  this  one  inftance,  notwithilanding  the 
lany  large  and  iuperfluous  fortunes  which  have  been 
:quired  in  the  royal  navy,  only  one  other  perfon  has 
•llowed  the  laudable  example  of  the  founder  of  this 
larity,  viz.  Robert  Davis,  who,  as  the  infcription  on 
ie  manfion  houfe  of  the  hofpital,  put  up  in  memory 
rit  by  the  governors,  tells  us,  was  an  honeft,  upright 
laman,  who  was  flain  in  battle  in  1692,  and  by  his 
iill  left  the  whole  of  his  effects  to  this  hofpital,  the 
'oduce  of  which,  amounting  to  fixty  pounds,  was 
aid  by  his  executrix  towards  the  relief  of  this  foun- 
ation.  It  was  at  firft  recommended  by  the  gover- 
ns to  the  minifier  incumbent  of  Chatham,  to  exa- 
ine  the  poor  of  this  hofpital  in  matters  of  religion 
id  piety  once  in  each  quarter  at  the  church,  and  2s. 
1.  was  to  be  allowed  him  for  each  time  of  examina- 
an.  This  was  altered  by  dean  Pratt -in  1718,  and 
prefent  four  pounds  per  annum,  charged  on  this 
anfion  houfe,  which  the  governors  hold  by  leafe 
am  the  members  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  are 
id  to  thofe  brethren  of  it,  who  are  in  orders,  and  the 
"vice  flipulated  for  it  is,  that  one  of  them  fhall  preach 
lery  Sunday  in  the  chapel  of  their  own  focietv,  and 
ice  in  every  quarter  infiruct  the  pbor  perfons  of  Sir 
•hn  Hawkins’s  hofpital  in  the  truths  of  the  Chrif- 
:n  religion, 

CHARITIES. 

Sir  Edward  Gregory,  commiffioner  of  the  yard  here,  by 
will  gave  to  the  minifter  and  churchwardens  iool.  to  be 
|ced  out  at  interefl,  the  produce  to  be  diftributed  at  their  dif- 
flion  to  the  mod  neceffitous  poor.  This  was,  in  1714,  placed 
the  South  Sea  flock,  but  in  1720,  it  was  fold  out  at  750I.  and 

an 
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:m  trta te,  called  Pett’s  farm,  in  Burham,  containing  thirty-tv.-{ 
acres  was  purchafed  with  the  money.  This  cftate  is  now  let  a 
l81.  per  annum. 

Thomas  Manley,  elq.  charged  his  farm  of  Waldeflade,  Wit! 
the  annual  payment  of  ios.  to  this  parifh  for  ever,  to  be  diftri 
kuted  in  bxead  to  poor  widows  frequenting  divine  fervice.  | 

For  the  reception  of  the  numerous,  poor  of  this  parifh,  a fpa- 
cious  building  was  eretted  for  a poor  houfe,  near  the  eaftend  oi 
theHigh-ftreet,  in  1726,  the  expence  of  which  was  defrayed  bj 
voluntary  fubfcription  among  the  inhabitants. 

Chatham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  Juris- 
Oiction  of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  y 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
Rands  on  the  chalk  cliff,  juft  above  the  Old  Dock, 
more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  north-weftward  from  the 
High-ftreet.  The  firft  building  that  was  probably 
ereded  was  deftroyed  by  fire  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  though  by  what  means  this  cala- 
mity happened  is  not  known.  1 his  church  was  re- 
building in  the  year  1316,  for  bifhop  Thomas:  d« 
Woldham,  by  his  will,  dated  that  year  bequeathed 
ten  (hillings  towards  this  work  ; but  it  feems  the  inha- 
bitants were  not  able  to  finifh  it,  for  the  pope’s  letter 
of  indulgence  was  publiflaed  in  1352*  for  the  remit 
fion  of  a year  and  forty  days  pennance  to  all  fuch  as 
ihould  contribute  to  fo  pious  a work.  The  eaft  end  0! 
of  the  church  was  all  that  remained  lately  of  the  above 
mentioned  building;  the  north  and  fouth  ifles  being  ol 
a more  modern  date,  for  the  dock  and  navy  eftablith- 
ments  here  having  been  fo  greatly  enlarged,  the  inha- 
bitants became  fo  numerous,  that  the  old  church  jvas 
by  no  means  capable  of  holding  them ; on  this  account 
the  commiffioners  of  the  navy,  in  1635,  repaired  thir 
church,  rebuilt  and  enlarged  the  weft  end  of  it,  and 
ereded  the  fteeple  ; and  in  1707,  commiffioner  St- 
Loe  built  a gallery  over  the  fouth  ifle,  for  the  uh 
of  the  navy  and  ordinary.  But  notwithstanding  theft 
additions,  thole  who  reforted  to  it  were  much  ftrait- 

ened  for  room,  infomueh,  that  in  1788,  the  wholt 
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q[  the  church  was  pulled  down,  excepting  the  fteeple 
part,  and  rebuilt  with  brick  on  a much  larger  fcalc 
the  galleries  are  made  fpacicus  and  uniform,  info- 
much  that  it  is  now  capable  of  holding  the  parifhi- 
oncrs  without  inconvenience.  The  expence  of  it  be- 
ing defrayed  partly  by  a brief  and  partly  by  a paro- 
chial contributors. 


Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church  are 
the  following — In  the  chancel,  a memorial  for  Win.  Nurfe,  gent, 
obt.  1702;  and  for  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Beft,  of  this 
parifh,  brewer,  and  widow  of  William  Nurfe,  gent,  by  whom  fbe 
had  only  one  foil,  obt.  1 706.  A monument  for  Jeremy  Gregory, 
efq.  clerk  of  the  cheque,  and  foil  of  major  Jeremy  Gregory,  of 
London',  obt.  1713;  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward 
Gregory,  and  had  fix.  children  by  her;  another  for  Edw.  Yard- 
lev,  gent,  of  Chatham,  obt.  1655;  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  1637; 
had  fix  fons  and  two  daughters;  arms.  Argent  on  a chevron, 
azure,  three  garbs  or.  A monument,  arms,  a man  between  Ins 
fwo  wives,  impaled— his.  Or,  two  bars  in  chief,  a lion  paflant 
azilfe,  for  Sir  Edward  Gregory,  commillioner  of  Chatham  yard, 
obt.  1713;  he  married  fil'd,  Mary,  daughter  of  W111.  Coppin, 
efq.  of  Deal,  by  whom  he  left  three  daughters;  fecondly,  Anne, 
relief  of  Sir  John  Godwin,  commiffioner  of  the  navy,  by  whom 
he  had  no  iffue.  In  tJte  mate,  two  brads  plates,  fixed  in  a Hone, 
arms,  a bend  wavy  between  two  fleurs  de  lis*  and  infeription  for 
Steven  Borough,  who  died  in  1 584?  born  at  Northam,  in  De\  on- 
fliire  ; he  difeovered  Mufcovia,  by  the  northern  fea  pallage  to  St. 
Nicholas,  in  1 553  ; at  his  fetting  forth  from  Englaud.  he  was  ac- 
companied bv  fwo  other  fhi ps,  Sir  Hugh  V,  illobie  being  admii si 
of  the  fleet,  who,  with  all  the  two  fliips  companies,  were  frozen  io 
death  in  Lappia  the  lame  winter  after  his  dilcovery  of  Ruffia,  and 
the  adjoining  coadsof  Lappia,  Nova  Zembla,  and  the  country  ol 
S'amoveda,  &c,  he  frequented  the  trade  yearly  to  St.  Nicholas, 
as  chief  pilot  for  the  voyage,  till  he  was  chofen  one  of  the  mat- 
ters in  ordinary  of  the  queen’s  royal  navy,  which  he  was  em- 
ployed in  till  bis  death.  A monument  for  Sir  John  Cox,  a cap- 
tain and  commander  in  the  navy,  flain  in  a fea  engagement  with 
the  Dutch,  in  1672.  A memorial  tor  the  Fletchers,  matter  caiverr 
of  the  dock  yard,  and  their  families.  A memorial  ‘or  ^fn  rS? 
diftlys  of  this  parifli  ; and  for  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Mr.  Tho.  bed, 
of  this  parifli,  brewer,  obt.  1 702.  A monumen  or  k. 
kinfon,  alias  Edilbury,  gent,  of  Denbigo.ihire  obt  jb  o.  Nc^ 
the  weft  door,  on  a pedeital,  the  figure  of  a man  to  the  rmdd  e, 

, . w77  . , * , , hf>ad  and  holding  a book  in  his 

lying  his  right  hand  on  a death  s neaa,  & r-jjr. 

left,  arms,  Tzure  a unicorn  paflant,  regardant  or,  for  kennke  Ed.f- 

bury,efq.  of  Marchwell  in  Denbighftnre,  furveyor  of  the  naiyo^. 
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1638;  lie  married  Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward  Petei's, 
alias  Harding,  gent,  of  Rochelter.  There  are  befides  the  above, 
in  different  parts  of  this  church,  as  well  as  in  the  church  yard, 
numbers  of  monuments  and  memorials  for  perfons  who  have  been 
principal  officers  in  this  do«-k-yard,  and  their  families.  In  the 
belfry  Hands  the  figure  of  a man,  in  a praying  pofture,  dreffedin 
the  habit  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  time.  When  the  church  was  re- 
built in  1788,  the  feveral  monuments  were  refixed  in  the  different 
partsof  it ; and  the  church  yard  being  too  fmall  for  the  great  num- 
ber of  burials  required  in  it,  the  office  of  ordnance  granted  a large 
piece  of  ground,  at  no  great  difiancefrom  the  church,  for  an  ad- 
ditional burying  ground. 

Mr.  John  Pyham,  late  minifterof  this  parifh,  gave 
to  this  church  a filver  flaggon  and  two  fiiver  plates, 
in  1 636.  Mr,  Benjamin  Ruff  head,  anchorfmith  of* 
the  dock,  gave  the  branch  and  iron  work,  in  1689  ; 
he  alfo  gave  a filver  bafon,  in  1694. 

Robert  de  Crevequer,  the  founder  of  Leeds  abbey, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  gave  in  free  and  per- 
petual alms,  to  the  canons  at  Leeds,  all  the  churches 
and  advowfons  belonging  to  his  eftates,  and  among 
them  this  of  Chatham,  with  thirty  acres  of  land  in  this 
parifh  ; after  which,  John,  bifhop  of  Rochelter,  at  his 
requeft,  and  with  the  content  of  the  archbifhop, 
granted  the  appropriation  of  it  to  the  canons  there  for 
ever,®  the  gift  of  both  church  and  appropriation  be- 
ing confirmed  to  that  priory  by  the  bifhop  and  priors 
of  Rochefter,  and  by  king  Edward  III.  in  his  41ft 
year,  by  letters  of  inJpeximUsS 

The  cure  of  this  parifh,  from  the  time  of  the  grant 
of  this  church  to  the  priory  of  Leeds,  was  conftantly 
fupplied  by  one  of  the  canons  of  it,*appointed  by  the 
prior,  and  removeable  at  his  pleafure,  who  being  ap- 
proved of  by  the  diocefan,  profeffed  canonical  obe- 
dience to  him  ; he  was  ft  y led,  Cujlos  vel  Guar  dianus 
Ecclefue  Jj  Chatham , keeper  Gr  warden  of  the  church 
of  Chatham.  This  cuftomary  right  in  the  prior,  of 

c Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  267.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  209,  210. 

d Reg.  Roff.  p.  2x1,  212,  217.  Dugd.  Mon,  vol.  ii.  p.  no. 
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appointing  an  incumbent  was  ratified  by  the  bifhon 
and  the  prior  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  in  , ,l6 

Margery,  daughter  of  Adelard  de  Suthleuetun^i.  c 
South  Luton  in  this  panto,  granted  to  this  church,  in 
pure  and  peipetual  alms,  all  her  wood,  with  its  ap- 
purtenances, at  Punghurft  in  Chatham. 

The  church  of  Chatham  continued  part  of  the  pof- 
lefiions  of  the  priory  of  Leeds  till  the  diffolution  of  it 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  too- 
ther with  all  its  revenues,  furrendered  into  the  kina’s 
hands  j who,  by  his  dotation  charter,  under  his  oreat 
feal,  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  this  church,  with  thead- 
vowfon  of  it,  on  his  new  erefted  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  with  whom  it  remains  at  this  time. 

This  church  being  efteemed  as  a curacy,  is  not  va- 
lued in  the  king’s  books.  The  parfonage,  or  great 
tithes,  arc  held  under  leale  from  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Rochefter.  The  cure  is  fupplied  by  a curate,  no- 
minated by  them,  and  licenfed  by  the  bifhop,  who 
enjoys  by  leafe  from  that  body,  at  the  rent  of  one 
penny  per  annum,  all  the  fmall  tithes  and  vicarial 
dues  of  this  parifh. 

On  the  intended  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  an  ordinance  of  par- 
liament palled  for  the  lale  of  their  lands,  to  fupply 
the  neceftities  of  the  ftate;  for  which  purpofe  this 
parfonage  was  furveyed  in  1649,  when  it  appeared, 
that  the  parfonage  confided  of  a parfonage  houfe, 
barn,  yards,  &c.  and  thirteen  acres' of  glebe  land,  with 
the  tithes,  all  which  were  let  in  1638,  to  Edward 
Yardly  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  and  Robert  Yardly,  by 
the  dean  and  chapter,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  1 81.  and  two  good  capons;  but  were 
worth,  over  and  above  the  fame,  8 1 1.  16s.  per  annum; 
that  the  vicarage  of  Chatham  was  a donative,  worth 
50I.  per  annum,  and  that  there  was  id.  paid  annu" 
ally  by  the  mmiftcr  of  this  parifh  to  the  dean  and 
chapter,  by  way  of  acknowledgment ; Mr.  Walter 
Rofewell,  the  laft  incumbent,  being  then  in  prifon. 
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CHURCH  OF  CHATHAM. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  prefented. 

Prior  and  Convent  of  Leeds 

Dean  and  Chattier  o/RocI.eJler.... 


c He  anti  the  three  following  cu- 
rates were  canons  of  the  priory  of 
Leeds,  and  were  living  here  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  HI.  See  Reg.  Roll, 
p.  216. 

f MSS.  Twyfden. 
g Walker’s  Suift  rings  of  the  Cler- 
gy, part  ii.  p.  388. 

h He  was  lequeftercd  and  imprifon- 
ed.  Lambeth  Surveys,  vol.  xix. 


CURATES. 

William  de  Bo>  dated 
Henry  de  Uppechurche. 

Nicholas  de  Chartham. 

Henry  de  Apeldrefelde. 
fames  Bradjhaw,  in  1601. 

John  Pih am,  1627/ 

Thomas  Vaughan,- 1642.® 

Walter  Rofewell,  fequeftered  in  ' 
i649.‘‘ 

Thomas  Carter,  eje&ed  in  1662 .' 
Walter  Rofewell,  reft,  in  1662. 
Charles  Lowton,  obt.  1 72  3. k 
f.  Bromfield. 

Ceoigc  Pratt,  A.  M.  1 724,  obt. 

March  11,1 747. 1 
Walter  Frank,  A.  M.  1 747,  obt. 
April  1784."’ 

John  Law,  D.  D.  June,  1784*" 

1 Kennet’s  Chron. 
k He  had  been  minifter  upwards  of 
fifty  years. 

1 Son  of  dean  Pratt.  He  was  alfo 
vicar  of  Bocghton  Monchelfea,  and 
lies  buried  in  Rochefter  cathedral. 

m He  was  vicar  of  Hartlip ; he  died 
aged  82,  being  then  minor  canon  of 
Rochefter. 

n Archd.  and  Preb.  of  Rochefter. 


GILLINGHA  M. 

NORTH-EASTWARD  from  Chatham  lies 
Gillingham,  called  in  Domefday,  Geluigeham , which 
is  bounded  by  the  river  Medway  towards  the  north. 

The  parish  extends  from  north  to  fouth,  near 
five  miles,  and  two  from  eaft  to  w^eft ; the  high  Lon- 
don road  crofies  the  centre  of  it  eaftward  from  Chat-' 
ham  hill,  foutlnvard  of  which  it  is  a hilly  dreary 
country,  much  covered  with  coppice  woods  of  oak, 
with  fmall  lcrubby  trees  of  the  fame  fort  among 

them ; 1 
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them;  the  foil  a poor  unfertile  red  earth,  much  in- 
termixed with  rotten  flints ; among  thefe  woods  are 
i'everal  Anall  hamlets,  as  Darling-green,  Capfton,  &c. 
and  at  the  louthern  boundary,  next  to  Bredhurft,  the 
hamlet  and  chapel  of  Lidfing,  full  four  miles  diftant 
from  the  parifh  church.  Below  the  London  road  the 
ground  delcends  northward,  and  at  about  a mile  and 
an  half  diftance  is  the  village  of  Gillingham,  having 
the  church  at  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  and  near  it  a hand- 
fome  houfe,  the  refidence  of  Mr.  William  Danne ; 
eaftward  from  hence  are  the  feveral  eftates  of  the 
Grange,  Eaflcourt,  and  Twydall ; at  no  great  dif- 
tance lower  down  are  the  marfhes,  which  reach  to  the 
river  Medway,  being  the  northern  boundary  of  this 
parifh ; where,  on  the  fhore,  a fort  was  ere&ed  in 
king  Charles  I.’s  reign,  for  the  defence  of  the  dock- 
yard and  navy  refiding  here.  In  the  noted  expedi- 
tion of  the  Dutch  up  this  river,  in  1667,  there  were 
in  this  fort  fcarce  four  guns,  which  could  be  ufed. 
It  is  now  called  Gillingham  cajlle ; it  never  was  a 
place  of  much  defence,  and  is  now  totally  in  ruins. 
Weftward  of  the  village  is  Upberry  and  the  ma- 
nor houfe  of  Weftcourt;  beyond  which  the  ground 
afeends  to  the  fummit  of  the  chalk  hill,  on  which  is 
the  town  of  Brompton,  having  a molt  beautiful  pro- 
lpect  over  the  river  and  the  adjoining  country  ; and 
clofe  to  it  the  lines  of  fortification,  both  already  no- 
ticed in  the  defeription  of  the  adjoining  parilh  of 
Chatham,  in  which  part  of  them  lie  ; and  below  thefe 
the  dock  yard,  part  of  which  likewife  is  within  this 
parifh.  The  lower  part  of  this  parifh,  not  excepting 
the  village,  from  its  contiguity  to  the  marfhes,  is  ex 
ceedingly  unhealthy;  it  is  mofely  inhabited  by  pei- 
fons  belonging  to  the  dock  yard  and  other  depart- 
ments of  Government  near  it ; or  by  thofe  which  have 
belonged  to  the  royal  navy,  and  have  retired  from  the 
fervice.  There  is  a fair  held  here  on  Ealler  Tuefday. 
By  an  order  made  by  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  8th  year, 
7 7 o 4 a furvey 
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a furvey  was  made  of  the  leveral  maritime  places  in 
this  county,  when  it  appeared  that  there  were  in  Gil- 
lingham, four  quays,  called  Twydall,  Millfleet,  Dean 
Mead  end,  and  Beggar-hyde  ; lhips  and  boats,  27  ; 
viz.  feventeen  of  1 ton  ; one  of  half ; one  of  2 ; two 
of  4 ; one  of  5 ; one  of  7 ; two  of  8 ; one  of  9 ; and 
one  of  20  tons;  and  perfons,  occupied  about  tithing, 
forty.0  This  parifh,  with  that  of  Chatham,  ought 
antiently  to  have  contributed  to  the  repair  of  the  l'e- 
cond  pier  of  Rochefter  bridged 

Upwards  of  one  hundred  years  ago  there  wras  dug 
up  in  the  fait  marfhesin  this  parifh  a large  urn,  hold- 
ing the  quantity  ot  a bufhel,  in  which  were  fome  frag- 
ments of  burnt  bones  and  afhes. 

The  annals  of  St.  Auflin  mention  a fharp  battle 
having  been  fought  at  Gillingham,  between  Edmund, 
furnamed  Ironiide,  and  Canute  the  Danilh  king.  Wil- 
liam, furnamed  Gillingham,  from  his  birth  in  this  pa- 
rifh, lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  he  w^as  a 
monk  of  Canterbury,  of  the  BenediCtine  order,  a 
learned  man,  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of  this  nation, 
and  of  his  own  monaftery,  which  was  in  great  efteem 
at  that  time.  William  Adams,  a famous  leaman,  was 
likewife  born  here.  He  was  the  firft  of  any  Englifh- 
man  who  difcovered  Japan  effectually,  to  wrhich  re- 
mote ifland  he  began  his  voyage  in  1598;  he  died 
about  1612.  In  the  year  1695,  the  Royal  Sovereign, 
a firft  rate  man  of  war,  being  judged  unfit  for  fea- 
fervice,  was  laid  up  in  the  river,  clofe  to  this  caftle, 
but  by  negligence  was  loon  afterwards  let  on  fire,  and 
burned. 

The  manor  of  Gillingham,  which  extends  over 
the  ifle  of  Graine,  was  part  of  the  antient  pofleffions 
of  the  church  of  Canterbury  long  before  the  Norman 
conqueft.  In  the  book  of  Domefday,  taken  about 

0 MSS.  Dering.  p Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  420. 

the 
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the  year  1080  It  is  thus  entered,  under  the  general 

an/dS  °j  ti,ezarchbi(hoP  ^Canterbury: 

1 1 Leteham  hundred  the  archbijhop  himfelfe  bold]  Ge- 
lt ngeham.  It  was  taxed  at  three  fulingl  ? he  arable 
land  is  15  carncates  In  demefne  there  are  two  carucates 
and  42  villen f,  with  16  having  , r 

<There  is  a ehureh  and  three  [erv ants,  and  three  fijhems 

of  42  and  eight  pence , W *»///  0/  x 6 LllinoS 

and  eight  pence  and  14  of  meadow,  wood  for  the 

{a}!1ag/  °(rOJJ0gS'  r °fthis  ma}tor  a certain  Frenchman 
holds  land  fuffictent  for  one  plough,  and  has  there  two  bor- 

«7TJ*  t^e  whole  this  manor  was  worth , /'«  /£<?  ///»<? 
*/***£  the  Cm/^,  1 5 pWj,  ^ 

ceived  it  1 2 pounds,  and  now  23  pounds , yet  it  pavs 

26  pounds  all  but  1 2 , w&tf  the  Frenchman  holds 

40  Jhil lings. 

The  monks  of  St.  Andrew’s,  in  Rochefter,  farmed 
the  fifhery  of  Gillingham  before  this  at  five  (billings 
per  annum ; this  rent  archbifhop  Lanfranc  raifed  to 
forty  (hillings;  but  his  fucceffor,  archbifhop  Anfelm, 
remitted  the  above  increafe  of  thirty-five  (hillings,  to 
the  ufe  of  their  refectory.*  In  the  10th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  John  Ufford,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
procured  a grant  for  a weekly  market  on  a Thurfday, 
and  a fair  yearly  on  Holyrood-day,  and  (even  days 
afterwards,  at  this  his  manor  of  Gillingham. 

This  manor  feems  to  have  continued  a part  of  the 
podeflions  of  the  archbifhopric  till  the  3d  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  when  the  queen  took  it,  among 
other  manors  and  lands,  into  her  hands,  and  in  the 
room  of  them  granted  to  Mathew,  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  his  fucceffors,  certain  rectories  and  par- 
fonages  impropriate,  tithes,  tenths,  and  fuch  like/ 
After  which,  though  the  fee  of  this  manor,  and  the 
premifes  belonging  to  it,  refled  in  the  crown,  yet  there 

q Text.  RofF.  p.  154,  158,  446.  Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  N.  31. 
r Folio  Chrift  church  MSS. 


<C3 


were 


2*0  CHATHAM,  CSV.  HUNDRED. 

were  feveral  grants  made  of  different  parts  of  it  from 
time  to  time  ; particularly,  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her 
letters  patent,  in  her  nth  year,  granted  the  manor- 
place,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  ieveral  parcels  of 
the  demefne  lands  to  Thomas  Heyborne,  for  a term 
of  years,  as  did  king  James  in  his  3d  year,  to  Thomas 
and  William  Short  ; and  king  Charles  I.  in  his  5th 
year,  to  William  Payneter,  eiq.  the  latter  term  then 
fhill  fubfifting,  which’ at  the  death  of  that  king,  in 
1 648,  was  veiled  in  Henry  Goulding,  gent,  there  be- 
ino-  feven  years  of  it  yet  to  come,  after  which,  the  re- 
verfion  to  William  Payneter  was  to  commence,  in 
which  fituation  this  manor  then  remained  after  the 
king’s  death.  The  powers  then  in  being  feized  on 
the^royal  eftates,  and  veiled  them  in  truftees,  to  be 
furveyed  and  fold,  to  fupply  the  neceflities  of  the  (late, 
when  it  appeared,  that  there  were  quit-rents,  holding 
of  this  manor  in  free  foccage  tenure  in  Gillingham, 
the  ifle  of  Graine,  and  within  the  tithings  or  hamlets, 
called  the  four  denns,  viz.  Haydherfl,  alias  Haytherfl 
in  Marden,  Winceherft  in  Goutherfl,  Trendherft 
in  Yalding,  and  Baveden  in  Horfemonden  parifhes, 
that  there  was  a piece  of  land,  called  Bedle  dole  in 
Marden,  allowed  to  the  beadle  of  the  faid  four  denns, 
all  which,  with  the  court  baron,  court  leets,  fines,  &c. 
coib.  aunts,  were  of  the  value  of  55I.  9d.  all  which  re- 
mained in  the  late  king’s  poffeflion,  but  that  there 
were  demifed  for  a term  of  years  by  the  crown,  the  ma- 
nor houfe  with  its  appurtenances,  and  lands,  marfli 
and  woodlands,  containing  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  all  which  were  worth,  improved  rents, 
25  5I.  and  upwards ; and  that  at  the  court  baron  one 
of  the  chiefefl  tenants  was,  by  cuflom,  to  be  cholen 
beadle,  to  execute  that  office,  by  himfelf  or  deputy, 
for  the  next  year,  without  allowance  ;s  and  it  appears, 
by  roll  41,  a.  of  the  2Sth  of  Edward  III.  that  the 

s Pari.  Surveys,  Aug.  Off.  Rolls  of  Partic.  Aug.  Off  Z.  Z.  2. 
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homage  of  this  manor  was  fued  by  the  king  in  the 
vacancy  of  the  lee  of  Canterbury,  for  a debt  due  from 
their  beadle,  who  was  infolvent,  and  had  bcenchofen 
according  to  the  cudom  of  the  manor,  and  for  whofe 
lolvency,  according  to  the  laid  cuftom,  they  were  an- 
fwerable. 

d he  manor,  with  the  lands  above  mentioned,  were 
afterwards  fold  by  the  date  to  Robert  Read,  Robert 
Andeiion,  and  others,  who  continued  in  pofief- 
fion  of  them  till  the  redoration  of  king  Charles  IT. 
when  Alynton,  fon  of  William  Payneter,  took  pof- 
feffion  of  them,  under  the  above  mentioned  grant  of 
king  Charles  I.  as  heir  to  his  father.  He  afterwards 
obtained  a grant  of  this  manor  as  well  as  a further 
term  in  the  above  premifes,  in  which  he  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon,  Robert  Payneter,  efq.  who  alienated  his 
intereft  in  them  about  the  year  1720,  toTho.  Lam- 
bard,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  on  the  death  of  whofe  fon  of 
the  fame  name,  within  thefe  few  years,  they  are  now 
become  vefted  in  his  fon,  Muiton  Lambard,  efq.  of 
Sevenoke.* 

There  are  hardly  any  remains  of  the  archi epis- 
copal palace,  which  flood  adjoining  to  the  loath 
fide  of  the  church-yard,  at  this  time,  excepting  a 
large  building  of  done,  now  ufed  as  a barn  5 which, 
from  its  having  been  plaidered  on  the  iniide,  and  the 
remains  of  a chimney  at  each  end,  was  either  the  great 
hall  or  kitchen  of  the  palace  3 within  the  foundations 
of  the  old  circuit  walls  dand  the  haufe  and  other 
buildings  belonging  to  the  court  lodge  of  the  manor. 
A coin  of  the  emperor  Antonius  was  lately  dug  up 
within  thefe  walls. 

East  and  West  Court  are  two  manors  in  this 
parifh  which  were  antiently  but  one,  being  held  of 
the  archbilhop,  as  of  his  manor  of  Gillingham,  in  the 

1 See  a further  account  of  this  family,  \ ol.  I.  of  thi..  I tifto., , 
p.  390.  Vol.  III.  p.  89. 
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reign  of  king  Henry  III.  by  Sir  Hugh  de  Gilling- 
ham. His  defendant,  Thomas  Gillingham,  died 
without  male  iffue,  leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs; 
Margaret,  married  to  John  Thorpe;  and  If*bel  to 
William  Greenftreet,  commonly  called  Grenfted, 
who  divided  this  manor  between  them : the  (hare 
which  fell  to  the  former  being  called  Weft-court,  and 
that  to  the  latter  Eaft-court,  from  their  refpedtive  fi- 
tuations  from  each  other. 

West-court  manor  was  fold  by  John  Thorpe 
to  Thomas  Bradbury,  who  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  the 
2d  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  and  one  of  his  defen- 
dants palled  it  away  to  Nicholas  Levefon,  alias  Lew- 
fon,  of  Whorne’s-place,  in  Cookftone ; from  which 
name  it  palled  by  fale  to  Duling,  of  Rochefter,  whofe 
daughter  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Stephen  Al- 
cock,  and  he  alienated  it  to  Caffar,  who  dying  with- 
out male  iffue,  his  five  daughters,  Alice,  married  to 
John  Higgons, gent.  Irene,  Margaret,  Mary,  and  Alice 
Caffar,  became  his  coheirs,  and  entitled  to  their  refpec- 
tive  fhares  in  this  manor.  They  in  the  9th  and  10th 
year  of  king  William  III.  having  procured  an  adl  of 
parliament  for  that  purpofe,  alienated  it  to  Thomas 
Rogers,  gent,  whofe  daughter  Anna  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  Chriftopher  Searles,  gent,  of  Hackftaple  in 
Sutton-at-Hone  ; on  whofe  death,  in  1741,  his  wi- 
dow became  entitled  to  it  for  her  life,  and  fmce-her 
death,  in  1774,  their  three  furviving  daughters,  Anna 
wife  of  John  Strover,  of  Rochefter  ; Jane  Arabella, 
married  to  George  Weekley,  gent,  of  Ware,  in  Hert- 
fordfhire,  fince  deceafed  ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jo- 
feph  Poynton  ; are  now  become  joint  owners  of  this 
manor,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  it. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  which  ex- 
tends over  that  part  of  this  parilh  called  Brompton, 
which  is  built  on  the  demefne  land  of  it.  The  ten- 
ants are  all  freeholders  in  free  ioccage  tenure. 
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East-court  manor  was  given  by  the  will  of  WiE 
^^nftreet  to  h‘s  filler'5  fun>  and  heir  at  law.  Be- 
ned.a  Webb  whofe  grandfon,  John  Webb,  left  itfue 
two  fons,  Thomas,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Gules,  a 
l/efs  between  three  owls,  or , which  coat  was  granted  to 
him  by  Robert  Cooke,  clarencieux,”  and  Christopher 

Wr  !"  «rnCtgnD  C»UCen  E>izabe:h  joined  in  the  fale 
of 't  toWdham  fayneter,  efq'  clerk  of  the  ordnance, 
in  whofe  defendants  it  continued  till  Robert  Paynetcr 
in  the  7th  year  of  king  George  I.  having  procured  an 
aft  of  parliament  for  that  purpofe,  alienated  it  to  Tho- 
mas Lambard,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  fmce  the  death  of 
whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name,  this  manor  is  now  be- 
come vefted  in  his  fon,  Muiton  Lambard,  efq.  of  the 
fame  place. 

There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this  manor. 

At  the  time  that  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday  was 
taken,  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux,  the  Conqueror’s  half- 
brother,  was  poflfefledof  an  eftate  in  this  parifh,  which 
is  thus  defcribed  in  it,  under  the  title  of  that  prelate’s 
lands  : 

Odo  holdssof  the  bifhop  ( of  Baieux)  Gelingeham . It 
'was  taxed  at  half  a filling.  The  arable  land  is  one  ca- 
rucate.  In  demefne  there  are  two , and  fix  borderers 
having  half  a carucate.  There  is  one  mill  of  fxteen 
Jhillings  and  /even  pence , and  thirteen  acres  af  meadow , 
and  eight  acres  of  paf  lire.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward 
the  Confefor  it  was  worth  forty  / hillings , when  he  re- 
ceived it  thirty  [hillings , now  fixty  Jhillings. 

On  the  bifhop’s  difgrace,  in  the  year  1084,  this 
eftate,  among  the  reft  of  his  pofleflions,  was  confif- 
cated  to  the  crown. 

The  manor  of  Twidall,  with  an  eftate  called 
Dane-court  in  this  pari  lb,  was  certainly  part  of  thefe 
pofleftions,  and  were  both  about  the  reign  ol  king 
Henry  I.  held  by  a family,  who  affumed  their  furname 


“ Guillim.  p.  111. 
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from  the  former  of  them.  Adam  de  Twidall  was 
then  owner  of  this  manor.,  as  well  as  Dane-court, 
from  whom  they  defcenrled  to  Roger  de  Twidall,  who 
in  the  38th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  palled  them  away 
to  Robert  Beaufitz,  ofAfton,  in  Charing,  vvhofe  fa- 
ther of  the  fame  name  was  before  pofiefleu  of  lands  in 
this  parifh,  by  grant  from  Thomas  de  Gillingham.  Ro- 
bert Beaufitz,  jun.  refided  at  Twidall  afterwards,  and 
bore  for  his  arms,  Or,  on  a bend  three  bells , he  mar- 
ried Joane,  daughter  of  Roger  de  Twidall,  and  in 
their  defcendants  thefe  eftates  continued  till  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  when  by  a daughter  and  co- 
heir Joane,  they  went  in  marriage  to  Robert  Arnold, 
of  Suflex,  whole  grandlon,  William  Arnold,  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII’s  reign,  palled  them 
away  to  Thomas  Benoit,  clarencieux  king  of  arms,  and 
he,  foon  afterwards  conveyed  them  to  Sir  Henry 
Wyatt,  whofe  fon,  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allington- 
caftle,  in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign,  exchanged  them, 
as  well  as  all  his  other  eftates  in  this  parifh,  with  the 
king,  for  other  lands,  which  bargain  was  in  purfuance 
of  an  aft  of  parliament  palled  the  year  before.  The 
fame  year  the  king  granted  this  manor  of  Twidall, 
with  its  appurtenances,  and  Dane-court  likewife,  to 
Chriftopher  Sampfon,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s 
fervice,  and  he  in  the  1 6 th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign  levied  a fine,  and  alienated  the  manor  of  T widall, 
with  its  appurtenances,  to  William  Payneter,  who  re- 
fided here,  and  was  clerk  of  the  ordnance  to  the  queen, 
and  bore  for  his  arms,  Gules , a chevron  between  three 
griffins  heads  erafed  or , on  a chief  of  the  fecond  an  hel- 
met fable  between  two  pellets  jx  his  defcendant  Robert, 
fon  of  Alynton  Payneter/  and  in  the  7th  year  of  king 
George  I.  having  procured  an  aft  of  parliament  to 
enable  him  to  fell  the  manors  of  Twydal  and  Eaft- 


x Pedigree  of  Payneter,  Vifitn.  of  Kent,  anno  1619. 
y See  Wefrerham,  vol.  3d  of  this  Hiltory,  p.  1 74. 
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court,  and  to  fettle  other  lands  of  greater  value  to  the 
like  ufes,  alienated  them  both  to  Thomas  Lambard, 
efq.  of  Sevenoke,  on  the  deceafe  of  whofe  fon  of  the 
fame  name,  this  manor  is  now  become  vetted  in  his 
fon,  Multon  Lambard,  efq.  of  the  fame  place. 

But  Dane-court,  which  was  part  of  the  eftate 
which  came  by  marriage  of  the  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Thomas  de  Gillingham,  to  John  Thorpe,  as  has 
been  already  mentioned  before,  and  from  his  pofiefilon 
of  it  for  that  time  gained  the  name  of  Thorpe’s  farm/ 
which  however  was  foon  again  dropped  for  its  prefent 
one  of  Dane-court,  probably  its  original  name  was  fold 
by  one  of  his  defendants,  at  the  latter  end  of  queen 
Elizabeth’s  reign  to  Henry  Harland,  who  patfed  it 
away  by  fale  to  William  Short,  and  he  died  poflelled 
of  it  in  1641.  After  which  his  heirs  alienated  it  to 
May,  of  Rochefter,  and  after  fome  intermediate  owners, 
it  came  into  the  poffeflion  of  Thomas  Fletcher,  efq. 
of  Chatham,  who  dying  unmarried  in  1776,  gave 
it  by  his  will  to  his  brother  John  Fletchei,  elq.  or  Ro- 
chefter,  who  died  unmarried  likewife  in  1788,  and  gave 
it  by  his  will  to  Robert  Parker,  efq.  of  Maidftone,  the 

prefent  owner  of  it.  . , „ , . . ...  . 

John  Beaufits,  owner  of  Twidall,  by  his  will  in 
14?  2,  founded  and  endowed  a chauntry  here,  dedicated 
to  St.  Tohn  Baptift,  for  one  prieft  to  celebrate  for  the 
fouls  of  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  anceftors . It  was  fup- 
preffed  in  the  id  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  the  pried, 
Philip  Medcalfe,  having  a penfion  of  fix  pounds  al- 
igned to  him,  he  was  furviving  in  1553. 

Philipott  lays,  the  feats  in  the  chapel  and  otht  - 
mains  (hew  it  to  have  been  formerly  a "eat  and  e ,gan 


See  Philipott,  p.  166. 
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to  the  main  building,  was  in  that  wing  which  runs 
northward,  or  north-weft,  and  was  handfomely  wain- 
Jcotted.1 

1 he  Grange,  antiently  called  Greuch,  is  a manor 
in  this  parifh,  a part  of  which  has  been  accounted  from 
the  tarlieft  times  a member  of  the  antient  cinque  port 

Haftings,  in  SufTex,b  whofe  civil  as  well  as  criminal 
jurifdidtion  extends  over  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  it.  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  Stephen 
de  Pencefter,  conftable  of  Dover  caftle,  and  warden 
of  the  cinque  ports  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 
t.iat  the  Grench  was  bound  to  find  one  lhip,  and  two 
able  and  well  armed  men  to  make  up  the  quota  of 
twenty-one  ftiips,  in  each  of  which  there  were  to  be 
twenty-one  able  men  well  armed  to  continue  in  the 
king  s fervicc  for  forty  days.c 

1 his  manor,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  was 
held  in  fergeantry,  by  Manaffer  de  Hading,  at  which 
time  it  was  valued  at  one  hundred  fhillings.  In  the 
5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  Matthew  de  Hafting  was 
found  to  die  poftefted  of  the  manor  of  Grench  be- 
longing to  the  port  of  Haftings,  which  he  held  of  the 
king  by  the  fervice  of  finding  one  oar,  whenever  the 
king  fhould  fail  towards  that  port.  From  the  name  of 
Hafting  it  went  by  purchafe  to  Richard  Smelt,  alder- 
man  of  London,  whofe  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret, 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  Richard  Croydon,  likewife  an 
alderman  of  that  city,  and  he  dying  without  male  ifTue, 
Margery,  his  foie  daughter  and  heir,  entitled  her  huf- 
band,  John  Philipott,  efq.  to  the  fee  of  it.  He  was 
at  that  time  an  alderman  of  London,  and  of  the  Gro- 
cers company,  an  aftive  and  worthy  magiftrate  of  that 
city  which  he  reprefented  in  the  ift,  5th,  and  7th 
parliaments  of  king  Richard  IPs  reign.  In  the  third 


a 

b 

c 


See  Bib!.  Topograph.  Britan.  No.  6,  pt.  i. 
Jeake’s  Charters  of  the  Five  Ports,  p.  2c,  26,  n 
Kot.  33  Edw.  III.  pt.  3,  m.  6.  Lib.  Ruhr.  Scac 


year 


year  of  it  he  ferved  the  office  of  lord-mayor,  bearing 
then  for  his  arms  fable  a bend  ermine.  Next  year  he 
was,  among  others,  knighted  by  the  king  in  Smitlffield, 

“ cre™ru  f0r  w !a'vict>  and  the  affiftance  he  gave 
to  Sir  William  Walworth,  lord-mayor,  in  the  delf, ac- 
tion of  the  rebel  Wat  Tyler  ; at  the  fame  time  he  had  a 
coat  or  augmentation  made  to  his  own  coat  armour  viz 

4*^  a betW€en  fmr  fiords  argent,  the  homeland 
hilts,  or,  for  this  and  for  the  ierviccs  he  had  before  per- 
formed to  the  king  and  that  city,  in  fitting  out  a fleet 
of  fhips  to  clear  the  feas  of  the  pirates  that  then  in- 
fixed them,  for  he  furpriled  and  took  John  Mercer,  a 
Scotch  pirate,  with  all  his  companions,  who  had  greatly 
deftroyed  the  trade  of  the  city,  and  fifteen  fail  of  Spa- 
ni(h  fhips  richly  freighted  with  merchandize,  which 
they  had  made  prizes  of;  of  which  he  made  no  other 
ufe  than  to  give  the  king  affifhnce  in  his  war  in 
France,  which  he  did  by  maintaining  one  thoufand 
men  there.  Notwithftanding  which  he  was  called  be- 
fore the  council,  for  fetting  out  this  fleet  without  the 
king’s  licence,  where  he  would  have  been  dealt  hardiv 
with,  had  not  Richard  Frtzalan,  earl  of  Arundel,  flood 
his  friend,  and  brought  him  off  with  honor  and  repu- 
tation. He  erefted  a chapel  at  his  manor  of  Grange, 
which  has  been  long  fince  defecrated,  and  made  ufe  of 
only  as  a barn.  It  was  valued  at  the  diffolution  at  fix 
pounds  per  annum.  In  this  chapel  the  ftone  work 
round  the  great  window  was  entirely  covered  with 
coats  of  arms,  being  his  augmentation,  each  coat  being 
joined  to  the  next  in  one  continued  crofs ; which  arms 
were  likewife  impaled  with  On  a fe/s  three  mullets,  on  a 
chief  a mullet  between  a leopard’’  s face  and  a far  of  fix 
points.  He  died  in  the  8th  year  of  the  above  reign, 
and  was  buried  with  the  lady  Jane  Stamford  his  wife, 
before  the  entrance  into  the  choir  of  the  Grey  Friars 
church,  in  London/  having  bequeathed  by  his  will 

e Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  B-  iii.  p-  *33* 
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feveral  charitable  legacies  to  the  poor,  and  this  manor 
to  his  fecond  fon, 6 whofe  Ton,  Mr.  John  Philipott,  in 
the  nth  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  exchanged  it  for 
Twiford,  in  Middlcfex,  with  Richard  Bainme,  efq. 
the  fon  of  Adam  Bamme,  efq.  of  London,  goldfmith, 
and  lord-mayor  in  1391  ; who  bore  for  his  arms,  Er- 
mine, on  a chief  indented  fable  a ring  between  tzvo  tre- 
foils 'jlipt.  He  rehded  here,  and  died  in  1452,  anno 
-}i  king  Henry  VI.f  whofe  grandfon,  John  Bamme, 
efq.  kept  his  fhrievalty  here  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Ri- 
chard III.  Thomas  Bamme,  elq.  his  grandfon,  pof- 
fefied  it  in  the  2d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  dying 
without  male  iffue,  his  daughter  Katherine  became  en- 
titled to  it.  She  alienated  this  manor  to  William 
Haward,  gent,  whofe  arms  were  Or,  a bull's  head  ca+ 
bojhed  betzveen  three  mullets  fable,1  who  afterwards  re- 
fided  here,  and  married  Alice,  filler  of  Sir  Chriftopher 
Clive,  of  Copton,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  Samuel 
and  Thomas,  he  died  in  1612;  after  his  death,  Tho* 
mas  Haward,  his  fecond  fon,  pofTcfled  this  manor  of 
Grange,  as  it  came  now  to  be  called,  and  dying  in  1 637, 
was  buried  near  his  father  in  this  church,  in  the  Grange 
chapel  belonging  to  the  owners  of  it ; he  left  an  only 
daughter  and  heir  Anne,  who  carried  this  eftate  in 
marriage  to  William  Delaune,  efq.  afterwards  knighted, 
and  of  Sharfed,  in  Doddington,  in  this  county  ; after 
which  this  manor  pafled  at  length  by  the  entail  made 
in  the  will  of  his  fon,  colonel  William  Delaune,  in  like 
manner  as  that  of  Sharlted  above-mentioned,  to  his 
filler  Mary,  widow  of  Edward  Thornicroft,  efq.  who 
gave  it  to  her  two  unmarried  daughters,  Dorcas  and 
Anne  Thornicroft,  and  they  pofieffed  it  jointly  till  the 
death  of  Dorcas,  unmarried  in  1759,  who  by  her  will 
devifed  her  moiety  of  it  to  her  lifter  Elizabeth,  then 

e Guillim’s  Heraldry,  edit.  5th,  p.  249. 

1 Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  ii.  p.  172. 

* Viftn.  co.  Kent,  anno  16x9,  Pedigree  Haward. 
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lady  dowager  Abergavenny,  for  life  ; remainder  to  her 
daughter  Jane,  by  her  fecond  hufband,  Alured  Pincke, 
efq.  and  then  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Shove. 
Mrs.  Jane  Shove,  her  mother  lady  Abergavenny  being 
deceafed,  became  poffefied  ot  her  moiety  of  this  ma- 
nor, which  on  her  death  in  1779,  depended  to  her 
fon,  A.  H.  Shove,  efq.  barrifter  at  law,  and  Mrs.  Anne 
Thornicroft  dying  unmarried  in  her  moiety  of  it 
pafTed  by  her  will  to  her  nephew  Alured  Pincke,  efq. 
of  Sharped, b and  they  joined  in  the  fale  of  the  whole 
of  it  in  1796,  to  the  prefent  pofTePor  of  it. 

At  this  feat  there  was  formerly  a chapel , which  was 
valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  fix  pounds  per  annum, 
it  was  built  by  Sir  John  Philipott,  great  part  of  it  Pill 
remains  Panding  near  the  houfe  at  the  weft  end  ; it  is 
built  of  Pone,  and  very  fair,  but  is  now  covered  witli 
thatch.  The  eaP  end  becoming  ruinous  has  been  taken 
down.1 

There  is  a portion  of  tythes  arifing  out  of  upwards  of 
three  hundred  acres  of  land  within  this  manor,  which 
has  from  time  to  time  had  the  fame  owners,  and  is  held 
of  the  crown  by  the  yearly  fee-farm  rent  of  3I.  6s.  8d. 

Upbery  is  a manor  lying  on  the  wePern  part  of 
this  pariPi,  which  antiently  belonged  to  the  Benedic- 
tine nunnery  of  St.  Sexburg,  in  the  Ifle  of  Shepey,  to 
which  it  was  given,  together  with  the  redtory  of  Up- 
bery, alias  Gillingham,  in  the  2 id  year  of  Henry  I. 
and  it  remained  part  ot  the  polTePions  of  that  nunnery 
till  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  an  act 
paPing  for  the  fupprePion  or  all  fuch  religious  houies, 
which°were  not  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  his  nunnery  was,  with  all  its  pofict- 
fions,  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  in  his  31P 
year,  demifed  for  a term  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  trea- 

h See  more  of  the  pofleilbrs  of  this  manor  under  Sharfted,  in 

Doddington.  „ . _T  • ..  _ 

* See  an  engraving  of  it  in  Biblia  Top.  Brit.  No.  vi.  p • • 
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lurer  of  his  houfhoJd,  among  other  premifes,  this  ma- 
nor ofUpbery,  and  the  reftory  of  Upbery,  alias  called 
Gillingham,  late  belonging  to  the  above  monaftery, 
with  all  their  appurtenances,  excepting  the  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage  of  the  church  ofUpbery  ; and  after- 
wards in  his  35th  year  he  granted  them,  with  all  their 
rights,  members,  and  appurtenances,  to  him,  to  hold 
in  capite  by  knights  ferviceft  His  fon,  Sir  Henry 
Cheney,  was  in  the  14th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth  cre- 
ated lord  Cheney,  of  Tuddington,1  arid  two  years  af- 
terwards alienated  the  reverfion  of  this  manor,  and  the 
rettory  and  advowfon  of  Gillingham,  to  Dr.  Alexander 
Nowell,  dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  James  Walton,  which 
laft  name  feems  to  have  been  made  ufe  of  only  in  truft, 
for  Dr.  Nowell,  at  his  death,  in  1602.  by  his  willde- 
vifed  the  fee  of  this  manor  and  redlory  for  ever  to  die 
principal  and  fcholars  of  Brazen  Nofe  college,  in  Ox- 
ford, governors  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  free  fchool,  in 
Middleton,  in  Lancashire,  with  a provifo,  that  if  any 
one  could  claim  alliance  to  him,  he  fhould  hold  it  by 
leafe  from  that  fociety,  paying  a yearly  rent  of 
66 1.  13s.  4d.  per  annum.  Dr.  Nowell  was  the  fecond 
fon  of  Mr.  John  Nowell,  of  Grept  Meerly,  in  Lanca- 
fhire, and  was  bred  at  Brazen  Mole  college,  where  he 
w.as  fir  ft  fellow  and  afterwards  principal,  and  became 
greatly  celebrated  both  for  his  religion  and  learning ; 
after  which,  when  he  was  created  D.  D.  he  had  an  al- 
lowance of  feniority  over  all  the  doftors  then  in  the 
iiniverfity,  not  only  in  regard  to  his  age,  but  dignity 
in  the  church.  In  1 360  he  was  made  dean  of  St. 
Paul’s.  He  was  buried  in  his  own  cathedral,  leaving 
behind  him  the  character  of  a learned,  good,  and  cha- 
ritable man."1  After  Dr.  Nowell’s  death,  the  demefnes 
ol  this  manor,  and  the  re&ory  or  parlonage  of  Gilling- 

k Rot.  Efch.ejus  an.  pt.  3.  1 Eaftchnrch,  in  Shepev. 

Newc.  Rep.  vol.  i.  p.  49.  His  life  is  among  thole  in  the 
Biog.  Brit.  vol.  v.  p.  3257. 
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ham,  for  the  manor  itfeif,  as  well  as  the  advowfdn  of 
the  vicarage  of  Gillingham,  were  excepted  out  of  the 
leafe,  feem  to  have  been  held  of  the  college  by  Ed- 
ward-Bhmt  of  Wncklefmarfh,  in  Charlton,  fecond  fon 
of  Thomas  Blunt,  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  remarried  fe- 
condly  to  Dr.  Nowell,  before-mentioned." 

His  eldefb  fon,  1 homas,  poffefied  the  leafe  of  this 
eftate  after  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  at  the 
latter  end  of  whofe  reign  it  was  fold  to  Adam  Baynes, 
gent,  who  alienated  it  to  John  Kingsford,  efq.  of  Can- 
terbury, and  his  fon,  Zachariah  Kingsford,  gent,  "of 
Chartham,  in  1 706,  palled  away  his  intereft  in  it  to  Mr. 
Auguftine  Simpfon,  of  Southwark,  who  by  his  wiil 
gave  it  in  1720,  to  his  kinfman,  Thomas  Simpfon,  of 
London,  counlelloi  at  law,  and  he  in  1721  fold  it  to 
Mr.  John  Adlam,  gent,  of  London,  whole  widow, 
Heller,  alienated  her  intereft  in  it  in  1739,  to  Mr. 
John  Proby,  of  Woldham,  who  died  in  1758,  intef- 
tate,  leaving  his  widow  furviving,  and  five  children. 
Soon  after  which  Ihe  became  by  agreement  entitled  to 
the  entire  intereft  of  this  leafe,  which  at  her  death  in 
1771  flie  dcvifed  to  Chriftopher  Ftillagar,  of  Cliff, 
yeoman,  during  the  infancy  of  his  children  by  her  niece 
Anne,  the  intereft  and  profits  of  it  to  be  afterward  di- 
vided among  them.  He  afterwards  lived  in  the  manor- 
houfe,  and  occupied  the  eftate  of  which  he  has  had  a 
new  term  granted  to  him,  fubjedt  to  Mrs.  Proby’s  will. 

There  is  a court-baron,  which  is  excepted  out  of  the 
leafe  granted  by  the  college,  held  for  this  manor.  The 
tenants  are  all  freeholders  in  common  focage  tenure, 
holding  by  fealty  and  fuit  of  court,  from  three  weeks  to 
three  weeks. 

Lidsing,  ufually  called  Lydging,  is  a manor  and 
hamlet,  lying  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  this  parifh 
next  to  Bredhurft,  part  of  it  being  in  the  parifh  of 
Chatham. 


See  Wricklefinarfh  in  Charlton,  vol.  i.  of  tins  Iiiflory,  p.  426. 
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This  eftate  was  formerly  the  inheritance  of  the  an- 
tient  family  of  Sharfted  ; Simon  de  Sharfted  held  it  at 
his  death  in  the  25th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  Sir 
Henry  de  Leyborne  was  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  next 
reign  of  king  Edward  II.  in  the  4th  year  of  which  he 
obtained  charter  of  free-warren  for  his  lands  in  Lyde- 
finge  and  el fe where.0 

In  king  Edward  Ill’s  reign,  it  was  come  into  the  fa- 
mily of  Say ; for  Sir  Roger  de  Say,  in  the  30th  year 
of  it,  granted  to  his  brother,  Sir  Jeffry  de  Say,  his 
manor  of  Sharfted  and  I ydefmge,  with  their  appurte- 
nances, to  hold  in  perpetual  inheritance.1*  He  l'eems 
to  have  alienated  thefe  premifes  to  Robert  Bclknapp, 
who  in  the  50th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  anno  1375, 
granted,  among  other  premifes,  a moiety  of  this  ma- 
nor of  Lidefinge,  lying  in  Chatham,  to  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  on  certain  conditions  therein 
mentioned,  the  further  account  of  which  has  already 
been  given  under  that  of  Sharfted,  in  Chatham. 

The  other  moiety  of  this  manor  continued  longer  in 
the  name  of  Belknap.  Robert  Belknap  above-men- 
tioned was  afterwards  knighted,  and  chief  juftice  of  the 
common  pleas  ; but  favoring  too  much  the  defigns  of 
king  Richard  II.  for  the  extending  his  prerogative,  he 
was  in  the  1 ith  year  of  that  reign  attainted,  and  ba- 
nifhed  to  Ireland,  by  the  parliament ; and  though  he 
was  by  the  fame  power  permitted  to  return  again  in 
the  20th  year  of  it,  yet  his  attainder  ftill  continued, 
and  his  lands  remained  forfeited  as  before.  Notwith- 
ftanding  which  the  king,  who  confidered  him  as  a 
martyr  to  his  intereft,  granted  him  leveral  of  his  eftates 
again,  and  among  others  this  moiety  of  Lidefinge  in 
his  2 2d  year.  But  it  did  not  continue  long  with  him  ; 
for  by  his  deed  in  the  2d  year  of  king,  Henry  IV.  he 
gave  it  to  the  priory  of  St  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  for 
one  monk,  being  a prieft,  to  celebrate  mafs  in  the  ca- 

0 Rot.  Cart,  ejusan.  No.  42.  p Reg.  Roff.  p.  217. 
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thedral  there  for  ever,  for  the  fouls  of  himfelf,  his  pre- 
deceflors,  and  fucceflors.  The  priory  of  Rochefter, 
becoming  thus  entitled  to  the  whole  fee  of  this  manor, 
continued  in  the  poftdfton  of  it  till  the  dilTolution  of 
the  monaftery  in  the  3 2d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was,  together  with  all  its  revenues,  lurrendered 
into  the  king  s hands,  who  by  his  dotation  charter,  in 
his  33d  year,  fettled  this  manor,  with  its  appurte- 
nances, on  his  new-founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
chefter, where  it  now  remains  ; the  lefiee  of  it  being 
the  fame  as  for  the  manor  of  Sharfted  above- 
mentioned. 

At  diis  hamlet  of  Lydfing  there  has  been  of  long 
time,  and  is  now,  a chapel  of  eafe  to  the  parifh  of  Gil- 
lingham ; in  it  divine  fervice  continues  to  be  performed 
once  a month,  though  there  are  but  fix  houfes  within 
this  diftriift.  The  chancel,  or  eaft  end  of  this  chapel, 
was  rebuilt  a few  years  fince  with  brick  at  the  expence 
of  the  late  vicar  Mr.  Jenkinfon/  It  is  endowed  with 
all  the  tithes  of  this  hamlet,  and  was  valued  in  the  year 
1650,  in  a furvey  then  taken  by  order  of  the  ruling 
powers,  at  25I.  per  annum/ 


CHARITIES. 

Mrs.  Katherine  Bamme,  by  deed  in  1572,  deviled  40s. 
per  annum  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Gillingham  ; to  be 
paid  out  of  an  eftate  called  Darland,  in  this  parifh,  lince  belong- 
ing, to  Bernard  Hyde,  elq.  I his  rent  was  luffered  to  run  in  ar- 
rear  until  it  amounted  to  the  fum  of  81I.  which  by  a decree  in 
chancerv  was  recovered  and  paid  to  the  parifh,  and  20I.  of  it 
was  lent  upon  bond  to  William  Manfer,  ol  Gillingham  in  1629, 

and  60I.  to  Sir  William  Brooke  in  1633. 

Richard  Homer,  in  1629,  gave  a pulpit  cloth  to  this 

church. 

Thomas  Randall  gave  by  will,  in  1631,  40s.  per  annum, 
to  buy  garments  yearly  for  four  widows,  to  be  paid  out  of  tha 
part  of  his  land  at  Bredgate,  called  Boftalls. 

William  Short  gave  by  his  will,  in  1641,  40S*  P5ran?VF? 
out  of  the  tenement  and  its  appurtenances  in  this  parifh,  whic 


q There  is  an  engraving  of  it  in  Bibl.  Top.  Brit.  No.  6,  pt.  i 
r Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth-iibrary,  vo  • X1X 
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he  had  purchafed  of  Henry  Harland,  provided  his  heirs  were  not 
afiefled  to  the  poor  for  the  fait  marfli,  called  Dane  marfli. 

Thomas  H award,  efq.  in  1637,  gave  by  will  50I.  to  belaid 
out  on  a purchafe  for  the  ule  of  the  poor  ; which  was  not  effected 
till  the  year  1657,  when  in  confideration  of  that  fum,  Henry 
Jowles,  efq.  made  over  a yearly  rent  of  4I.  5s.  qd.  to  be  paid  out 
of  his  farm  at  Lydfing  in  this  parifli,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of 
Gillingham. 

Edmund  Edridge,  in  1669,  gave  by  will  40s.  per  annum, 
out  of  the  houfe  and  land  in  this  parifli,  which  he  had  purchaled 
of  Mn  Richard  Head,  of  Rochefter,  to  be  divided  equally  be- 
tween eight  widows,  or  pooreft  inhabitants,  if  not  fo  many  wi- 
dows, in  this  church,  every  25th  day  of  December. 

William  Roach,  in  1670,  gave  by  will  40s.  per  annum, 
out  of  the  laid  houfe  for  the  like  purpdfe,  which  including  the 
lafl.-mentioned  gilt,  is  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  5I. 

Johanna  Elizabeth  PetTv,  in  1723,  gave  by  will  for 
keeping  poor  children  to  fchool  in  the  pariihes  of  Gillingham 
and  Chatham,  to  learn  to  read,  a yearly  fum  to  be  paid  out  of 
three  houies  veiled  in  trull,  and  now  of  the  annual  produce  of 
14I.  1 os. 

Philip  Tidd,  by  will  in  1733,  gave  a mefluage,  garden,  or- 
chard, and  appurtenances  in  this  parifli,  for  a widow  woman, 
being  a parilhioner  of  it,  to  refide  in,  who  Ihould  teach  and  in- 
flrufi  fix  poor  children,  born  in  this  parifli,  and  to  be  chofen  by 
the  parifh  officers,  to  read  Englilh,  and  inftruft  them  in  the 
church  catechilin. 

Mary  Smith,  by  will,  in  1739,  gave  20I.  to  be  dillributed 
to  fix  poor  widows,  at  10s.  per  year,  till  the  whole  fum  Ihould  be 
expended.  Mr.  John  Simmons,  of  this  parifli,  appropriated  this 
fum  to  the  purchafe  of  an  annuity  of  10s.  for  ever,  to  be  dillri- 
buted in  bread  among  the  moll  necelfitous  widows  on  St.  Tho- 
mas’s day,  to  be  paid  out  of  land,  called  Whitehoufe-field,  in 
this  parifli. 

John  Hoars,  in  1733,  gave  by  will,  to  be  diftributed  in 
bread  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli  and  Chatham,  40s.  on  New- 
Year’s  day,  and  the  like  fum  of  40s.  on  St.  John’s  day,  payable 
out  of  houfes  veiled  in  Anne  Mol'eley,  widow,  and  now  of  that 
annual  produce,  deducing  repairs,  taxes,  &c. 

Besides  the  above  there  are  fome  charities  which  feem  once 
to  have  paid  to  this  parifli,  but  which  have  been  many  years  dif- 
continued. 

It  appears  by  depofitions  taken  in  15SS,  before  William  Lam- 
barde, efq.  that  the  vicar  and  parifli  officers  ufually  repaired  upon 
the  Friday  next  before  Ealler,  to  Upbery  farm,  and  there  re- 
ceived the  value  of  30s.  in  wheat  and  malt,  and  at  their  difcretion 
dillributed  it  afterwards  to  the  poor.  The  donors  of  it  bein<r  the 
nuns  of  St.  Sexburg,  in  Shepey.  Mr.  Manfefl,  the  tenant  of  the 

farm. 
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farm,  firft  denied  the  payment  of  it  in  1587;  Sir  Edward  Hoby, 
hii  fucceflor,  paid  it  tor  tome  years,  but  it  has  never  been  paid 
lince  his  time.  1 

John  Grinstead  is  reported  to  have  given  by  his  will,  anno 
3 Henry  VII.  four  acres  ot  land,  called  Bragg,  to  be  continued 
in  feoffees  in  truft,  to  pay  aod.  out  of  the  yearly  rent  of  it  to 
the  poor  of  this  parifli,  and  the  remainder  towards  the  repair  of 
the  church.  * 


There  is  a marfh,  called  Church  marfli,  which  the 
fexton  ufed  to  enjoy  through  cuftom,  for  keeping  the 
church  decent ; but  it  has  been  detained  by  the  reftors 
of  this  parifh  for  feveral  years. 

Gillingham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 
peculiar  of  the  archbifhop,  is  as  fuch  within  the  deanry 
of  Shoreham. 

The  church,  which  is  fituated  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
village,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  It  con- 
fifts  of  three  ifles  and  three  chancels,  with  a handfome 
tower  fteeple  at  the  weft  end. 


Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  this  church  are 
the  following — In  the  chancel , are  brafles  for  William  Beaufitz, 
obt.  1433;  John  Bragge,  vicar;  in  French , round  the  verge  for 
John  Beaufitz,  obt.  1427,  and  Ifabelhis  wife,  arms  remaining  on 
a bend  three  bells.  A memorial  for  Francis  Philips,  born  in  He- 
refordfhire,  afterwards  of  Brazen  Nofe  college,  and  A.  M.  vicar 
of  this  church,  obt.  Sept.  22,  1679. — In  the  fouth  chancel,  called 
the  Grange  chancel,  as  belonging  to  that  manor,  are  braffes  for 
Joane,  wife  of  Richard  Bamme,  efq.  daughter  of  John  Martyn, 
judge  of  the  common  pleas,  and  mother  of  John  Bamme,  who 
lies  on  the  north  fide  of  this  chapel,  obt.  I431,  Memorials  for 
Chrifagon  Towles,  obt.  1648,  arms,  a tower  triple-toweied  be- 
tween three  pheons  impaling  three  fleurs  de  lis ; tor  John  Gou  - 
ding,  onlv  fon  of  Henry  Gouiding,  gent.  obt.  16a?,  arms,  a 
crol's  voided  between  four  lions  pall'ant,  for  Claie  Gou  dinge,  mo- 
ther of  Henry  Towles,  efq.  obt.  1631;  for  Thomas  Hayward, 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Granch,  obt.  1637.  An  a tar  monumen 
for  William  Haward,  of  Granch,  gent.  obt.  1612,  and  Alice  Ins 
wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Clybe,  gent.  obt.  1610.  A monument 
for  Anne,  wife  of  Thomas  Haward,  efq.  o jianci,  g 

and  coheir  of  Rowland  Odell,  left  an  only  daughter,  obt. 

In  the  north  chancel,  belonging  to  the  manor  of ‘ TwydaU,  ^ 
miment  for  Anthony  Paynter,  gent,  of  Eaft-court,  fon  ^ 

r 3 


246  CHATHAM,  &C.  HUNDRED. 

of  William  Paynter,  efq.  of  Twydall,  he  married  Katherine,  el- 
deft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Robe»t  Harris,  efq.  mafter  in  chan- 
cery, obt.  1653,  leaving  William  his  only  fon  and  heir,  arms. 
Gules,  a chevron  between  three  griffins  heads  erafed,  or,  on  a 
chief  of  the  laft  an  helmet  fable  between  two  pellets. — In  the  navef 
a brafs  for  William  Godfrey,  Joane,  and  Marion,  his  wives,  he 
died  in  1420.  In  the  Regiftrum  Roffenfe,  p.  826,  is  an  account 
of  the  painted  glafs  remaining  in  the  windows  of  this  church,  as 
well  as  of  the  monuments  and  inferiptions  then  remaining  in  it 
in  the  year  1621,  collected  by  Baptift  Tufton,  parifh  clerk.  By 
it  the  windows  appear  to  have  been  moft  beautifully  ornamented 
with  feripture  hiftory,  as  well  as  with  the  arms  and  names  of  the 
family  of  Beaufitz,  moft  probably  the  principal  benefactors  of  it. 
Befides  the  hiftorical  parts  in  them,  there  was  the  portrait  of  Ro- 
bert Beaufitz,  who  lies  in  the  chancel,  the  coat  of  Gillingham 
quarterly,  Ermine  and  gules  ; the  portrait  of  John  Beaufitz,  efq. 
the  younger,  with  a garland  of  roles  on  his  head,  he  lies  buried 
in  the  north  chapel,  the  arms  of  Beaufitz  and  Gillingham  as  above 
impaled  ; the  portrait  of  Sarah,  wife  of  Robert  Beaufitz  ; the 
arms  of  William  Beaufitz,  clerk,  who  glazed  this  third  window  on 
the  north  fide  at  his  own  charge. 

In  the  chancel  were  formerly  many  brafies  with  figures,  arms 
and  inferiptions  for  the  family  of  Beaufitz,  all  which  have  been, 
excepting  the  one  above-mentioned,  long  firtte  loft. — In  the  north 
chancel , befides  feripture  hiftory,  the  portrait  of  John,  fon  of 
John  Beaufitz,  efq.  kneeling  with  his  book  before  him,  with  the 
arms  of  Beaufitz  and  Gillingham  quartered,  and  the  portrait  of 
Alice,  wife  of  John  Beaufitz  before-mentioned,  her  arms  impaled 
were,  Argent,  a chevron  gules  between  three  ftars  fable;  the 
arms  of  William  Beaufitz,  clerk.  Argent,  ora  fefs  between  three 
lozenges  Barry,  a crelcent  of  the  field  ; in  the  niche  over  the 
porch,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  church,  flood  the  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  commonly  ftiled,  our  lady  of  Gillingham , which  was 
efteemed  of  fuch  great  fan&ity,  that  pilgrimages  were  formerly 
made  to  it. 

At  the  foot  of  one  of  the  main  beams  of  the  church  are  the  arms 
of  Beaufitz,  which  fhews  perhaps  that  the  roof  was  made  at  their 
charge,  or  at  leaft  that  they  were  great  benefa&ors  to  it. 

King  Henry  I.  in  his  2 2d  year,  gave  this  church, 
by  the  name  of  the  redtory  of  Upbery,  alias  Gilling- 
ham, with  the  chapels,  tithes,  and  other  appurtenances 
belonging  to  it,  to  the  nunnery  of  Minder,  in  Shepey j 
which  was  confirmed  by  king  Henry  IV.  in  his  firft 
year.  After  which  it  continued  part  of  the  pofieflions 
of  the  nunnery  till  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 

when 
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when  that  houfe  was  diffolved  by  aft  of  parliament  as 
not  being  able  to  dilpend  two  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num clear  yearly  income.  The  church  of  Gillingham 
coming  thus  into  the  king’s  hands,  was  granted  by  him 
in  his  35th  year,  by  the  name  of  the  reftory  of  Up- 
bery,  alias  Gillingham,  and  the  advowfon  of  it,  with 
all  its  rights,  members  and  appurtenances,  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas Cheney,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice. 
After  which  it  pafled  in  like  manner  as  has  been  already 
mentioned  in  the  defcription  of  the  manor  of  Upbery 
to  Brazen  Nofe  college,  in  Oxford,  fince  which  it  has 
had  the  fame  lefiees. 

In  the  leafe  this  reftory  is  faid  toconfiftof  all  the 
tithe  corn  of  this  whole  parifh,  excepting  of  that  part 
which  is  within  the  liberty  of  the  Five  Ports,  being 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  ; of  about  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  acres,  part  of  Weft-court ; 
and  alfo  of  thofe  of  the  demefne  lands  of  Upbery  ma- 
nor, and  of  the  lands  held  of  it,  and  paying  a quit-rent 
to  it ; and  thofe  of  the  hamlet  of  Lidfing. 

The  prefentation  to  the  vicarage  continues  in  the 
poflfeflion  of  the  principal  and  fcholars  of  Brazen  Nofe 


college. 

The  taxation  of  this  church,  i.  e.  the  reftory,  in  the 
rehm  of  king  Edward  III.  was,  of  the  endowment  of 
it,  eio-ht  acres  of  arable  and  forty  acres  of  pafture,  worth 
yearly  eleven  marcs  j rents  of  aflife  of  the  like  endow- 
ment fixty  (hillings,  and  the  rent  of  twenty  hens  of  the 
like  endowment  3s.  4d.  and  fifty  acres  of  marfli  of  the 
like  endowment  67s.  and  6d.s  In  the  8th  year  of 
king  Richard  II.  the  church  of  Gillingham  was  valued 

at  forty  pounds.'  . , 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king  s books  at 

1 cl  1 as.  1 lid.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  1 is.  4. |d*. 

In  a lurvcy  made  of  the  ecclefiaftical  revenues  intms 
diocefe,  in  1650,  it  was  returned,  that  in  Gillingham 


5 Folio  Chrift  Church  MSS. 
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there  was  a vicarage,  prefentative  by  the  college  or 
Brazen  Nofe,  in  Oxford,  worth  forty- eight  pounds  pef 
annum,  Mr.  John  Traffbrd  being  then  incumbent. 

At  prefent  this  vicarage  is  endowed,  befides  the  vica- 
rial or  fmall  tithes  of  this  parifh,  with  the  great  tithes  of 
part  of  a farm  called  Brittons,  being  thirty  acres  ; of 
part  of  White’s  farm,  being  feven  acres;  of  part  of 
Mill-farm,  being  five  acres;  of  part  of  Weftcourt- 
farm,  being  eight  acres ; and  with  the  great  tithes  of 
the  whole  of  Upbery  manor  and  of  the  hamlet  of  Lid- 
fing.  The  flile  of  the  prefentation  being,  to  the  vi- 
carage of  Gillingham  and  Upbery,  with  the  chapel  of 
Lidfing. 

Soon  after  the  conqueft  Richard  Brutin,  of  Gil- 
lingham, together  with  his  wife  and  fon,  gave  to  the 
monks  of  St.  Andrew,  all  his  tithe  in  corn,  lambs,  pigs, 
cheefe,  and  calves,  and  in  all  other  things,  for  his  bro- 
ther, whom  they  had  made  a monk,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  their  fociety,  which  they  had  granted  to  him."  Thefe 
tithes  at  the  difiolution  of  that  priory,  in  the  3 2d  year 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  came  into  the  king’s  hands,  who 
by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  them, 
by  the  defcription  of  all  that  portion  of  tithes  of 
Upberrie-coiirty  in  Gillingham,  late  belonging  to  the 
difiolved  priory  of  Rochefter,  on  his  new-founded  dean 
and  chapter  there,  with  whom  the  inheritance  of  them 
now  remains. 

On  the  intended  difiolution  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  thefe  tithes  were  fur- 
veyed  in  1 649,  when  it  appeared  that  this  portion  of 
tithes  late  belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  ifluing 
out  of  the  manors  of  Upbery  and  Weft-court, 'in  Gil- 
lingham, confifted  in  the  tithes  of  all  manner  of  grain 
iftuing  out  of  certain  lands,  fields,  &c.  belonging  to  the 
laid  manors,  and  containing  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  acres  and  two  roods,  of  the  yearly  value  of  twenty 


u Text.  Roff.  p.  18 1.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  44,  46. 
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pounds  improved  rent,  and  were  let  by  the  late  dean 
and  chapter,  anno  12  Charles  I.  to  Walter  Blunt  efq 
for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  eighteen 
fhdlings  per  annum  ; but  I am  informed,  that  this  por- 
tion of  tithes  at  prefent  confifts  ofthofe  arifin^  only 
from  ninety- three  acres;  fifteen  of  which  are  part  of 
the  above-mentioned  farm,  called  Brittons,  and  che  re- 
mainder of  Weft-court  farm. 

The  prefent  leffee  under  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter  is  Mrs.  Jane  Bingle,  widow. 


CHURCH  OF  GILLINGHAM. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefcnted. 

Priotefs  and  Convent  of  Minfer , 
in  Shejiey 


Brazen  Nofe  college , in  Oxford . . . 


■w  Alto  rcftor  of  Hayes. 
x Before  redtor  of  St.  Mary’s,  Hoo. 
See  Reg.  RofF.  p.406. 

y He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 
z Lambeth  Surveys,  vol.  xix. 
a He  was  an  ingenious  and  learned 
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Nicholas  de  Cranford,  anno  6 
Edward  I. 

VICARS. 

Thomas  de  Hedyrfele,  LL.  D.  ob- 
r4°vv 

John  Rafe.  in  1476.* 

John  Biegge.y 
Janies  Dryer,  in  1629. 

John  Tr afford,,  in  1649.2 
Ralph  Twrffe,  in  1657. 

Mojes  Pengry,  B.  D.  obt.  Oct. 
4,  1678.'’ 

Francis  Philips , A.  M.  obt. 

Sept.  22,  1679.° 

John  Williams,  in  1692. 
William  Harr fon,  in  1720. 

John  Jenkinfon,  obt.  May  27, 

1 78o.c 

Houfonne  Radclffe,  A.  M.  ind. 
Nov.  5,  1780,  and  is  the  pre- 
fent vicar  ,d 

man.  He  lies  buried  in  Roch.  cathed. 
b He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
c In  1767  he  had  a difpenfation  to 
hold  Rucking  with  this  vicarage. 

d Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and 
xe£tor  of  Ickham  in  this  county. 
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THE  ISLAND  OF  GRAIN  E. 

THE  ifland  of  Graine,  though  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river  Medway,  and  at  fome  miles  diftance 
from  the  reft  of  this  hundred,  yet  being  within  the 
manor  of  Gillingham,  has  always  been  efteemed  as  a 
part  of  it. 

It  is  written  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  and  other  an- 
tient  manufcripts,  Grean,  Gryen , and  Gren,  and  lies 
Lext  to  the  hundred  of  Hoo,  from  which  it  is  fepa- 
rated  by  a fmall  ft  ream  ; the  fouth  and  eaft  tides  of  it 
adjoin  to  the  river  Medway,  the  latter  of  them  be- 
ing oppofite  to  Sheernefs ; the  north  fide  of  it  joins 
to  the  Thames,  forming  that  land  where  thofe  two 
rivers  meet.  It  is  in  fize  about  three  miles  and  a half 
long,  and  two  miles  and  a half  wide,  and  contains 
only  one  parijh,  called  St.  James. 

The  water,  which  feparates  it  from  the  hundred 
of  Hoo,  is  called  the  Stray  ; the  northern  mouth  of 
which,  next  the  Thames,  is  called  the  North  Yen- 
let,  as  that  next  the  Medway  is  called  Colemouth, 
though  the  whole  of  it  formerly  went  by  the  name  of 
Yenlet,  or  Yenlade,  and  in  very  antient  times  was 
no  doubt,  as  well  as  that  of  the  fame  name  between 
the  ifle  of  Thanet  and  the  main  land,  of  much  larger 
fize  than  it  has  been  for  a long  time  paft  ; for  even 
in  the  time  of  king  Henry  VIII.  this  ifland  appears 
only  to  have  been  encompafted  at  flood/  This  water 
of  Yenlet  feems  once  to  have  been  the  ufual  paflage 
for  all  veflels  from  and  to  London,  which  thereby 
avoided  the  more  expofed  and  longer  navigation 
round  the  outfide  of  this  ifland,  as  they  did  likewife 
that  round  the  ifle  of  Shepey,  by  going  through  the 
Swale  between  that  and  the  main  land,  both  which 


Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  275.  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  vii.  p.  128. 
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waters  are  mentioned  in  feveral  old  writings  as  part 
of  die  river  Thames.  So  late  as  the  rei°n  of  H 
Edward  111. 


as  me  reign  or  King 
this  teems  to  have  been  the  moft  accuf- 
tomed  paffage,  for  in  the  1 1 1 h year  of,  the-ffrict  ward 
and  watch  being  let,  according  to  old  cuftom,  a Iona- 
the  lea  coaft  ol  this  county,  one  of  them  appears  to 
have  been  fet  at  La  Yenlade  in  Hoo,  and  to  have 
confided  of  twelve  men  at  arms  and  fix  hobelers* 
which  latter  were  a kind  of  light  horfe,  who  rode 
about  from  place  to  place  in  the  night,  to  gain  intel- 
ligence of  the  landing  of  boats,  men,  &c.&and  were 
probably  fo  called  from  the  hobbies,  or  fmall  Lories, 
on  which  they  rode. 


The  ifland  of  Graine  is  in  lhape  nearly  an  oblono- 
fquare  ; it  lies  very  flat  and  low  ; the  greateft  part  of 
it  confids  of  padure  and  marfhes,  the  vad  t rafts  of 
the  latter,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  and  the  bad- 
nels  of  the  water,  makes  it  as  unwholefome  as  it  is 
unpleafant  ; fo  that  the  inhabitants  modly  confid  of 
a few  lookers  or  bailiffs,  and  of  thofe  who  work  at  the 
fait  works,  and  iuch  like,  who  have  not  wherewithal 
to  leek  a refidence  elfewhere.  The  entrance  into  this 
ifland,  from  the  hundred  of  Hoo,  is  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  it,  over  a caufeway  acroi's  Stoke  marfhes.  The 
church  of  St.  James,  the  only  one  in  it,  is  fitua- 
ted  at  the  northern  part  of  the  ifland,  about  a quar- 
ter of  a mile  from  the  fhore.  There  is  no  village, 
the  few  houfes  dand  dilperfed,  the  farthed  not  more 
than  a mile’s  didance  fouthward  from  the  church. 
There  are  two  fets  of  faltworks,  or  faltpans  as  they 
are  called,  the  one  fituated  clofe  to  the  water,  at  the 
fouthem  boundary  of  the  ifland,  the  other  on  Mr. 
Davenport’s  edate  of  Wall-end,  on  the  eadern  boun- 
dary of  the  ifland  clofe  to  the  Medway.  In  (hort,  I 
cannot  give  a better  description  of  it  than  in  Mr. 
Johnfon's  words,  in  his  little  book  of  Kentifh  plants, 
intitled,  Iter  Plantarum  Invejligationis  ergo  fufeeptum , 
where  he  gives  an  account  of  his  journey,  July  13, 

1629, 
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1629,  in  fearch  of  fimples  to  this  ifland.  He  fays, 
“ Having  left  our  imall  boat  we  walked  five  or  fix 
miles,  feeing  nothing  which  could  afford  us  any  plea- 
iure  ; upon  the  walls  we  were  tormented,  for  it  was 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  on  account  of  the  heat,  with 
an  intolerable  third,  Tantalus  like,  in  the  midft  of 
waters  'for  they  were  fait) ; nor  were  we  lefs  opprefled 
with  hunger  in  this  barbarous  country,  where  there 
was  not  a village  near,  nor  the  fmoke  of  a chimney 
in  fight,  nor  the  barking  of  a dog  within  hearing, 
thofe  ulual  figns  of  inhabitants,  to  raife  our  languid 
minds  to  any  kind  of  hope.” 

The  commiffion  of  lewers,  which  extends  from 
Gravefend  to  Sheernefs,  and  up  the  river  Medway  to 
Penlhurft,  takes  charge  of  the  fea  walls  round  this 
ifland,  excepting  thole  adjoining  to  Mr.  Davenport’s 
eftate,  which  are  repaired  at  no  imall  expence  by  the 
proprietor ; they  are  divided  into  two  levels,  called 
the  South -weft  and  North-weft  levels. 

The  manor  of  Graine  was  antiently  part  of  the 
poiTeffions  of  the  archbifhopric  of  Canterbury,  where 
jt  remained  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the 
37th  year  of  which  archbifhop  Cranmer,  conveyed  all 
his  eftates  in  this  parifh,  together  with  his  right  to 
wreck  of  the  fea  to  that  king.6 

King  Edward  VI.  in  the  5th  year  of  his  reign, 
granted  this  manor  of  Graine  to  his  beloved  and  faith- 
ful counlellor.,  Sir  George  Broke,  lord  Cobham,  late 
belonging  to  the  archbifhop,  to  hold  in  capite , by 
knights  fervice,  his  grandfon,  Henry  lord  Cobham, 
being  convicted  of  high  treafon  in  the  ift  year  of 
king  James  I.  it  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and 
was  confirmed  to  it  by  an  ad  paffed  in  the  3d  year 
of  that  reign/  from  which  time  it  feems  to  have  re- 
mained in  the  crown  till  the  death  of  king  Charles  I. 

6 Deeds  of  Purchafe  and  Exchange,  Augm.  Off.  Box  D.  75. 

f See  Cobham,  vol.  ii.  of  this  Hiftory. 


when 


ISLAND  OF  GRAINE.  2 r ~ 

when  it  appears  to  have  been  efteemed  as  part  of  the 
manor  of  Gillingham,  the  quit  rents  ot  which  in  this 
ifland  then  amounted  to  24I.  10s.  10J.  from  the  free- 
holders in  free  focage  tenure  ; llnce  the  Reftoration 
it  has  been  granted  as  an  appendage  to  that  manor, 
in  which  hate  it  continues  at  p relent,  being  as  fuch 
now  pofleffed  by  Multon  Lambard,  efq.  of  Sevenoke, 
There  is  another  manor  here,  called  the  manor 
of  Graine,  alias  Rose-court,  which  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  III.  was  the  eflate  of  the  family  of 
Cobham  of  Cobham,  in  this  county.  Sir  John  de 
Cobham  died  pofleffed  of  it  in  that  reign,  and  his  ion 
of  the  fame  name  having  together,  with  Sir  i<  obert 
Knolys,  built  the  new  bridge  at  Rochefter,  amortized 
his  two  manors  of  Graine  and  Tilbury,  worth  forty 
marcs  yearly  above  all  reptiles,  to  the  fupporc  of  it 
for  ever,5  and  it  continues  at  this  time  part  of  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  wardens  and  commonalty  of  that  bridge, 
for  the  purpofes  above  mentioned. 

There  is  a good  eflate  in  that  part  of  this  ifland 
next  the  river  Medway,  which  confifts  of  feveral 
farms,  lands,  and  fait  works,  the  principal  of  which 
is  called,  from  its  fituation.  Wall-end  farm. 

This  eftate  has,  from  the  earliefl  accounts  of  rime, 
had  the  fame  owners  as  the  manor  of  Maintains  in 
Stoke,  in  this  neighbourhood.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  it  was  in  the  ponefTion  of  the  family  of 
Maintains,  from  whom  it  palled  into  the  name  of  F iliot, 
and  thence  into  that  of  Carew,  of  Beddington,  in  Sur- 
ry; and  from  that  family,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V. 
to  Iden;  from  which  name  it  w'as  alienated  at  the  lat- 
ter end  of  king  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Parke,  whole 
foie  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  John  Roper,  efq.  of  Linflcd,  in  this  county, 
who,  in  the  14th  year  of  king  James  I.  was  created 
baron  of  Teynham,  in  this  county.  His  fon,  Chrii- 

* Archives  in  the  Bridge  chamber.- 
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topher  Roper,  lord  Teynham,h  fucceeded  him  in  his 
eftate  here,  which  he  increafed  by  obtaining  a grant 
of  lands  in  this  ifland,  formerly  belonging  to  the  nun- 
nery of  Minfter  in  Shepey,  which  were  given  to  it  by 
archbilhop  Corboil ; all  which  continued  in  his  de- 
fcendants  to  Henry  lord  Teynham,  who,  on  his  mar- 
riage with  the  lady  Anne,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Thomas  Lennard,  earl  of  Suflex,  and  widow  of  Rich. 
Barrett  Lennard,  efq.  of  Belhoufe,  in  Efiex,  afterwards 
baronefs  Dacrc,  fettled  this  eftate,  after  her  life  there- 
in, on  the  iftue  of  that  marriage.  Lady  Dacre  af- 
terwards married  the  Hon.  Robert  Moore,  and  died 
poftefled  ofit  in  1755 p on  which  the  fee  became  vef- 
ted  in  Trevor  Charles  Roper  and  Henry  Roper,  the 
infant  ions  and  coheirs  in  gavelkind  of  the  Hon. 
Charles  Roper,  her  eldeft  fon  by  lord  Teynham;  but 
by  a decree  of  the  court  of  chancery,  for  the  fale  of 
this  eftate  to  fatisfy  incumbrances,  and  an  acft  hav- 
ing been  obtained  for  that  purpofe,  in  1765,  it  was 
conveyed  to  the  Rev.  Fr.  H.  Foote,  of  Charlton,  in 
Bifhopfbourne,  whole  eldeft  fon,  John  Foote,  efq.  af- 
terwards fucceeding  to  it,  palled  it  away  by  fale  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Lovett,  who  at  his  dcceafc  devifed  it  to 
his  fon  of  the  fame  name,  on  whofe  death  it  defend- 
ed to  his  filter,  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Davenport,  of 
London,  who  in  her  right  is  at  this  time  entitled  to  it. 

The  priory  of  Rochefter  was  in  very  early  times 
poftefted  of  lands  in  this  illand.  In  1076,  archbifhop 
Lanfranc,  in  the  folemn  aflembly  of  the  whole  county, 
held  by  the  Conqueror’s  command  at  Pinenden  heath, 
recovered  from  Ralph  de  Curva  Spina,  or  Crook- 
thorne,  fix ty  fhillings  rent  of  pafturek  in  Grean,  which 
had  been  taken  from  that  church,  and  which  he  im- 
mediately reftored  to  it.  There  were  feveral  gifts  af- 

h See  Mai  main’s  in  Stoke,  vol.  iii.  of  this  Hiftory. 

' See  more  of  this  branch  of  the  Ropers,  under  Afliford. 
k Sexaginta  folidatas  terr*. 
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terwards  made  to  the  priory  of  marfhes  in  this  ifland, 

as  may  be  feen  throughout  the  Textus  and  Regiftrum 

Roftenfe  ; and  king  Henry  I.  confirmed  to  it  a 
filhery  in  Grean,  afterwards  called  the  Niwewere,  for 
which  they  paid  the  archbiihops  five  (hillings  yearly; 
which  rent  archbifhop  Ralf  releafed  to  them  for  ever; 
and  he  likewife,  by  his  charter,  prohibited  all  perfons 
from  nfhing  in  the  Thames  before  the  fifhery  of  the 
monko  of  Niwewere,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  to  him 
if  they  fhould  be  found  fi tiling  beyond. 

Aichbifhop  Baldwin,  in  the  i ft  year  of  king  Rich- 
aid  I.  intending  to  erect  a chapel  and  other  build- 
ings within  the  manor  of  Lambeth,  which  then  be- 
longed to  the  monks  of  Rochefter,  granted  to  them, 
in  lieu  of  the  land  there  belonging  to  the  manor,  on 
which  the  chapel  was  to  be  built,  and  the  area  lying 
round  it,  one  bercary  or  (heep-cote  in  the  ifle  of  Grent 
with  all  its  appurtenances,  in  marfh,  lands,  wreck* 
and  in  ail  other  matters  belonging  to  it,  to  hold  to 
them  as  the  demefnes  of  the  laid  manor,  free  from  ail 
fervice  and  demand  ; and  he  made  a further  addition, 
by  granting  to  them  the  fervices  yearly  due  to  him 
and  his  fucceffors  for  thofe  bercaries  or  fheep-cotes, 
which  the  monks  held  of  him  in  Gren,  which  their 
tenants  at  all  times  in  future  fhould  pay  and  be  an- 
fwerable  for  to  them.  Thefe  premifes  in  Gren  were 
particularly  excepted  out  of  the  exchange  made  be- 
tween archbifhop  Hubert  and  the  monks  of  Rochef- 
ter, of  the  manors  of  Lambeth  and  Darent,  in  the 
7th  year  of  king  Richard  I.J  In  the  21ft  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  upon  a Quo  warranto , the  prior  of  Rochef- 
ter claimed  to  have  wreck  of  the  fea  in  the  above 
marfh,  which  was  adjoining  to  it,  for  that  archbifhop 
Baldwin,  at  the  time  he  poflefled  it,  and  tiie  prior  and 
his  predecefTors  from  the  time  of  the  laid  exchange, 
had  beyond  memory  poflefTed  that  liberty  without 

1 Reg.  Roff.  p.  434.  Rymer’s  Feed,  vol.  i.  p-  89,  90. 
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interruption  ; and  the  fame  was  allowed  him  by  the 
jury. 

All  thefe  marfhes,  lands,  and  rents,  with  their  ap- 
purtenances, which  had  been  given  to  the  priory  of 
Rochefter,  remained  part  of  its  poffefiions  at  the  dif- 
folution  of  it  in  the  3 ad  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  they  were  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands ; 
who,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  the  32d  year  of  his 
reign  fettled  them,  together  with  other  premifes  here,1 m 
late  belonging  to  the  diflolved  priory  of  Leeds,  on  his 
new  erefted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with 
whom  the  inheritance  of  them  now  continues. 

The  island  ofGraine  is  within  the  ecclesi- 
astical jurisdiction  of  the  dioceje  of  Rochefter, 
and  being  one  of  the  archbi (hop’s  peculiars>  is  as  fuch 
within  the  deanry  of  Shoreham.  The  church,  which 
is  dedicated  to  St.  James,  confifts  of  three  ifles  and 
a chancel. 

In  it  are  the  following  memorials  and  infcriptions — In  the  mid- 
dle tjle,  a brals  for  William  Hykks,  and  Joan  his  wife ; another 
for  Jonathan  Hykks  and  Agnes  his  wife ; he  died  in  1494.  Me- 
morial for  the  Godfreys.  In  the  chancel , ?.  brafs  for  John  Car- 
dyf,  who  made  tire  pavement,  obt.  1452." 

This  church  antiently  belonged  to  the  nunnery  at 
Minfter  in  Shepey,0  to  which  it  was  appropriated  be- 
fore the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  It  continued  part 
of  the  poft'efiions  of  that  monaftery  till  the  diftolution 
of  it,  which  happened  foon  after  the  aft  pafted,  in  the 
27th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  for  the  fuppreflion 
of  thofe  religious  houfes  which  had  not  200I.  per  an- 
num clear  income  3 of  which  number  this  was  one. 
The  church  thus  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  crown, 
king  Henry  V 1 1 1 . in  his  36th  year,  granted  among 
other  premifes  the  reftory  of  St.  James,  in  the  ifleof 

m Regift.  Priornt  de  Ledes,  fol.  2,  p.  2, 1.  i. 

n See  the  mon.  and  inferip.  in  this  church,  in  Reg.  RofT.  p.  963. 

® Leland’s  Coll.  vol.  i.  p.  89.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 
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Graine,  with  the  advowfon,  to  John  Fynch,  to  hold 
in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.  He  died  poffeffcd  of 
them,  together  with  five  hundred  acres  of  arable,  paf- 
ture,  and  fait  marih,  in  this  ill  and ; all  which  he  held 
as  above  mentioned,  in  the  4th  year  of  Edward  VI. 
His  fon,  Clement  Finch,  at  length  became  pofieffed  of 
the  whole  of  this  eftate,  which  he,  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  alienated  to  Win  °Brooke, 
lord  Cobham;  whole  defcendant,  Henry  Brooke,  lord 
Cobham,  being  attainted  of  high  treafon,  in  the  ill 
year  of  king  James  I.  forfeited  this,  among  the  reft 
of  his  eftates,  to  the  crown,  to  which  they  were  con- 
firmed by  an  a£t  palled  for  that  purpofe  two  years  af- 
terwards ;p  foon  after  which  this  redtory,  with  the  ad- 
vowfon of  the  vicarage,  was  granted  to  Sir  Edward 
Hales,  bart.  who  died  poflefted  of  it  in  1654. 

How  this  redtory  impropriate  palfcd  from  his  de- 
fcendants  I do  not  find  ; but  Mr.  John  Page,  of  Ro- 
chefter,  pofiefled  it  for  many  years,  and  at  his  death, 
not  long  fince,  by  his  laft  will  devifed  it  to  his  kinf- 
man,  the  Rev.  Edmund  Faunce,  of  Sutton-at-Hone, 
whole  fon  of  the  fame  name  is  the  prefent  proprietor 
of  it.  This  redtory  is  held  of  the  crown,  by  the  yearly 
fee  farm  rent  of  il.  2s.  io?-d. 

The  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  this  church  palled 
with  the  redtory,  through  the  fame  chain  ofownerfhip 
to  Sir  Edward  Hales,  bart.  who  died  pollelfed  of  both 
in  1654  ; foon  after  which  they  feem  to  have  had  fe» 
parate  owners,  and  to  have  continued  fo  till  this  time, 
the  late  proprietor  of  the  advowlon  being  Mr.  W alter 
Nynn,  fince  whofe  deceale  without  illue,  Mrs.  Ra- 
chel Ray,  widow,  his  fifter  and  heir,  is  become  in- 
titled  to  it.  It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  9I. 
1 is.  8d.  per  annum,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  1 9s.  2d. 

In  a taxation  made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it 
appears,  that  the  church  of  Graine  was  then  endowed 

p Sec  Cobham,  vol.  ii.  p.  412. 
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with  ten  acres  of  arable  and  two  of  pafture,  worth 
per  annum,  4I.  3s.  4d.  and  of  rents  of  *aflife  to  the 
amount  of  48s.  per  annum; q 

In  the  furvey,  taken  after  the  death  of  Charles  f. 
in  1650,  of  the  feveral  parfonages,  vicarages,  &c.  in 
this  diocele,  it  was  returned,  that  there  was  in  this 
parifh  a vicarage  prefentative,  worth  50I.  per  annum. 
Sir  Edward  Hales,  patron  ; incumbent,  Mr.  Edward 
Sparke ; the  parfonage  an  impropriation,  worth  50I. 
per  annum,  Sir  Edward  Hales  owner  thereof/ 

Dr.  Plume,  archdeacon  of  Rochefter,  who  died  in 
1704,  bequeathed  five  pounds  per  annum,  towards 
teaching  the  poor  children  of  this  parifh  to  read/ 


CHURCH  OF  ST.  JAMES , IN  C RHINE. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  jirefented. 
Sir  Edward  Hales,  hart 


Mr.  Nynn 


<1  Folio  Chrift  church,  MSS. 

«■  Lamb.  Surv.  vol.  xix. 
s Harris’s  Hift.  Kent,  p.  160. 
t Lamb.  Surv.  vol.  xix. 
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Edward  S/iarke,  in  1650.* 
Edward  Turner,  B.A.  in  1710.“ 
Charles  Soan,  A.  M.  obt.  Sep.  5, 

n i7$y 

Francis  Ireland , A.  M. 

John  Dolman , A.M.  ob.  1774/ 
Luke  Philijts,  A.M.  I 7 74.  Pre- 
fent  vicar.y 

“ Alfo  vicar  of  Stoke. 
w And  vicar  of  Hartlip. 

* Alfo  vicar  of  Chalk, 
y And  le&urer  of  Gravefend. 
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HUNDRED  OF  MAIDSTONE. 

The  next  hundred  fouth  - weft  ward  is  that  of 
Maidftone,  which  contains  within  its  bounds  the  pa- 
rifhes  of 


1.  Boxley. 

2.  Detling. 

3.  Loose. 


4*  Linton. 

5.  East  Farley;  and 

6.  EASTand WestBarming. 


With  the  churches  of  the  fame:  And  part  of  the  parishes  of 
Bersted,  Hunton,  Marden,  and  Staelehukst. 

It  formerly  contained  likewife,  within  its  bounds, 
the  town  and  parijh  of  Maidfone , which  has  long  fince 
been  made  a feparate  jurifdiition,  having  a conftable 
of  its  own,  the  liberty  of  the  corporation  claiming 
over  it.  This  hundred  is  written,  in  the  book  ot 
Domefday,  Meddefan , and  in  other  records,  MaydeJ- 
tane.  In  the  8th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  the  arch- 
bifhop  was  lord  of  this  hundred  ; the  Right  Hon. 
lord  Romney  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 
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THE  TOWN  AND  PARISH  OF'  MAIDSTONE. 

SOUTH  -WESTWARD  from  Gillingham,  the 
pari fli  of  Boxley  only  intervening,  lies  the  parifh  and 
town  of  Maidflone,  concerning  the  antient  name  of 
which  writers  have  greatly  differed. 

Nennius,  in  his  catalogue  of  the  cities  of  Britain, 
tells  us,  this  place  was  called  by  the  Britons,  Gaer 
Megniad , or  as  others  have  it,  Megwad , no  doubt 
corruptly  for  Medwag.  Camden, a Burton, b Gale, 
and  fome  few  other  hiftorians,  have  fuppofed  it  to 
have  been  the  Roman  flation,  called  by  Antonine, 
in  his  Itinerary,  Fagniac# ; a name  taken  from  the 
river  here,  at  that  time  called  Vaga  ; for  this  purpofe 
they  read  the  diftances  of  the  fecond  iter  of  Antonine, 
{ Vallo  ad  portion  Ritupis , as  follows:  A Londinio , No- 
viomago , m.  p.  x.  Fagniacis , m.  p.  xviii.  Durobrovis, 
m.  p.  ix.  If  this  place  was  the  Vagniacae  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  the  above  numbers  are  right,  it  is  fituated 
much  about  the  above  diflance  from  Keflon,  and  not 
quite  fo  much  from  Crayford,  both  which  have  been 
conjectured  to  have  been  the  antient  Noviomagus  ; the 
diflance  of  it  from  Durohrovis , or  Rochefter,  will  an- 
fwer  tolerably  well.  The  word  Fagniaea , is  fuppofed, 
by  a learned  etymologi(l,c  to  have  been  corruptly 
written  in  the  Itinerary  for  Maduic<e , which  is  the 
fame  as  Med-w#ge  in  the  Saxon,  and  Maduogiiifc  in 
the  Britifh  tongue  ; hence  in  procefs  of  time  it  came 
to  be  called  Madis  and  ad  Madum ,d  the  river  being 
called  Mada  and  Madas.  Tire  Saxons  afterwards  cal- 
led it  Medwegston  and  Aledweaggeston-,  i.e.  Maduiacis 
oppidum , according  to  Baxter  ; in  Englifh,  Medway’s 

1 Camden,  p.  37,226.  b Comment,  on  Anton,  p.  178. 

c Baxter  in  his  GloiF. 

d Richard  of  Cirencefter,  p.  85  ; Peuting.  Tables ; See  Horfl. 
Brit,  p-  5 1 7- 
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tow"  which  name  is  written,  by  contraSion,  m 
Domefday,  1 uJdeJjane,  as  it  is  at  prefent  Maidftone 
The  parish  of  Maidftone  is  mod  advantageoufly 
fituated  near  the  banks  of  the  river  Medway,  which 
direfts  its  courfe  through  it,  being  navigable  by  tire 
contrivance  of  locks  here  and  for  many  miles  higher  up 
as  far  as  Tunbridge  town.  Over  the  river  hem  there 
is  an  unfightly  ancient  done  bridge  of  feven  arches 
fuppoled  to  have  been  firft  ereded  by  fome  of  the 
arch bi (hops,  lords  of  the  manor.  It  was  repaired  in 
king  James  I.’s  reign  by  an  affefiment  on  the  town 
and  parilh,  but  it  ftill  remains  both  narrow  and  in- 
convenient. The  town  is  built  on  the  two  oppofite 
hills,  rifing  immediately  from  the  banks  of  the  river, 
but  the  principal  part  is  on  the  eaftern  one,  beyond 
which  the  hill  riles  ftill  further  to  Pinenden  heath, 
part  of  which  is  within  this  parilh,  which  there  joins  to 
thole  of  Boxley  and  Detling.  The  foil  is  exceedingly 
fertile,  being  in  general  a loam,  thinly  Ipread  over 
an  entire  bed  of  quarry  done,  commonly  called  Ken- 
tijh  rag-Jione , excepting  towards  the  eaftern  parts  of  it, 
where  it  becomes  a deep  fand;  in  the  fouth  eaft  part 
of  it,  about  Sheppard’s-ftreet  and  Gould’s,  there  is 
fome  coppice  wood,  beyond  which  are  the  hamlets  of 
Broadway,  Willington-ftreet,  and  part  of  Maginford, 
within  the  bounds  of  this  parilh.  The  meadows,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Medway,  are  much  fubje£t  to  be 
flooded  by  the  fudden  rilings  of  it,  after  heavy  rains, 
to  the  height  of  feveral  feet  perpendicular,  but  which 
as  fuddenly  fubfide.  Above  the  town  the  courfe  of 
the  river,  though  it  narrows  conliderably  above  the 
lock,  juft  above  the  bridge,  is  yet  beautiful,  and  re- 
tains a depth  of  water  of  near  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
feet ; about  a mile  above  the  town,  near  the  hamlets 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Tovil,  the  ftream,  which  riles 
at  Langley,  having  fupplied  a chain  ol  mills,  flows 
into  the  Medway  ; the  former  hamlet  is  fltuated  on 

an  eminence,  commanding  a pleafing  view ; the  Ana- 
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baptifts  have,  in  this  romantic  and  rocky  fituation, 
made  a burial  place  for  their  fraternity.  At  a frnall 
diftance  higher  up  the  river,  though  on  the  oppofite 
bank,  is  the  hamlet  of  Fant,  the  principal  houfe  of 
which,  called  Fant  houfe,  is  the  property  of  Mr. 
Fowle,  who  refides  in  it ; and  near  it  a pleafant  feat, 
clofe  to  the  river,  which  belongs  to  Robert  Salmon, 
efq.  of  Eyhorne-ftreet.  In  all  this  vicinity  the  banks 
of  the  river  continue  highly  ornamented  with  fpread- 
ing  oaks,  while  the  country  round  wears  an  appear- 
ance equal  to  that  of  a garden,  in  its  higheft  ftate  of 
cultivation.  The  foil,  not  only  adjoining  the  town, 
but  throughout  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  is  remarka- 
bly kind  for  hops,  orchards  of  fruit,  and  plantations 
of  filberds,  confequently  thofe,  efpecially  of  the  for- 
mer round  it,  are  very  large,  and  the  crops  of  them 
abundant,  owing  to  the  peculiar  nourifhment  and 
warmth  afforded  to  the  roots  of  the  plants,  from  the 
fibres  of  them  penetrating  the  crevices  of  the  rock. 
Great  part  of  the  wealth  and  profperity  of  Maidftone 
has  arifen  from  the  hop  trade,  mod  of  the  inhabitants 
of  every  degree  having  lome  hop  ground,  and  many 
eftates  have  been  raifed  by  them  from  this  commo- 
dity, which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  planted  here 
about  the  time  of  the  Reformation  ; looner  than  in 
any  other  part  of  this  county. 

The  town  of  Maidftone  is  pleafantly  fituated, 
about  the  middle  of  the  county,  thirty-five  miles 
from  London,  and  lomewhat  more  from  Dover.  It 
is  happily  fereened  by  the  furrounding  hills,  arifing 
from  the  beautiful  vale,  through  which  the  Medway 
runs  beneath.  It  is  juftly  noticed  for  the  drynefs  of 
its  foil  and  its  excellent  water,  and  confequently  for 
its  healthinefs,  its  afeent  keeping  it  continually  clean 
and  dry.  The  ftate  of  this  town,  in  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  may  be  known  by  the  return  made  to  her  in 
the  8th  year  of  it,  of  the  feveral  places  in  this  county 
where  there  were  any  boats,  fhipping,  &c.  by  which 
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it  appears,  that  there  were  then  here  a mayor  and  al- 
dermen, houles  inhabited,  294;  landing  places,  4; 
fhips  and  hoys,  5 ; one  of  30  tons,  one  oi  3 1,  one  of 
40,  and  one  of  50  ; and  perfons  wholly  occupied  in 
the  trade  of  merchandize,  22  ; lince  which  this  town 
has  been  continually  increafing  in  llze,  inhabitants, 
and  wealth,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  the 
hop-plant,  as  has  been  already  noticed,  the  feveral 
charters  which  have  been  granted  to  it,  and  the  na- 
vigation of  the  river  Medway  ; infomuch  that  the 
houles  are  now  computed  to  be  in  number  fifteen  hun- 
dred, and  the  population  of  it  is  faid  to  have  increafed 
at  this  time  to  upwards  of  fix  thoufand  inhabitants, 
near  one  half  of  which  are  non-conformifts  to  the  eita- 
blifhed  church,  both  Prefbyterians  and  Anabaptilts, 
each  of  whom  have  their  refpeftive  meeting  houles 
of  worfhip  in  the  town,  which  diffenfionin  matters  of 
religion  unhappily  extends  to  politics,  and  from  the 
heat  of  parties,  deflroys  much  of  that  focial  inter- 
courfe  and  harmony  which  would  otherwife  unite  the 
inhabitants  of  this  flourifhing  town.  The  principal 
parts  of  it  Hand  on  the  fide  of  a hill,  declining  towards 
the  weft  and  fouth  ; it  extends  about  a mile  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  not  quite  three  quarters  from  ealt 
to  w'eft.  It  was  new  paved,  lighted,  and  otherwife 
improved  in  1792,  in  confequence  of  an  adf  palled 
the  year  before  for  that  purpofe;  though  the  buildings 
in  it  are  in  general  antient,  yet  there  are  feveral  hand- 
fome  modern  ones,  inhabited  by  genteel  families;  and 
the  fpacious  breadth  of  the  High -ftreet  carries  with  it 
a grand  and  at  the  fame  time  a iightfome  and  cheer- 
ful appearance.  The  town  confilfs  of  four  principal 
flreets,  which  interfedf  each  other  at  the  market  crofs, 
having  feveral  Imaller  ones  leading  out  of  them.  1 he 
crofs,  on  the  top  of  this  building,  which  is  an  octa- 
gon, though  the  name  ftill  remains,  has  been  fome 
time  fince  taken  down.  It  is  now  ufed  for  a fifh- 
market,  and  was  formerly  called  the  Corn  crofs,  hav- 
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ing  been  made  ufe  of  as  a corn  market  till  the  up- 
per court-houfe  was  built  for  that  purpofe  about  the 
year  1608,  by  an  affeflment  on  the  town. 

On  account  of  its  convenient  fituation  for  trans- 
acting the  public  bufinefs  of  the  county,  it  has  Jong 
been  reputed  the  county  or  /hire  town.  Near  the  up- 
per end  of  the  High-ftreet,  which  is  remarkably  fpa- 
cious,  leading  down  to  the  bridge,  befides  the  upper 
court  hall  above  mentioned,  is  a more  modern  one, 
a handfome  building  of  ft  one  and  brick,  built  not 
many  years  ago  at  the  joint  expence  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  juflices  of  the  weftern  divifion  of  the 
county  ; the  former  making  ufe  of  it  to  tranfad  their 
public  bufinefs  in,  as  the  latter  do  whenever  the  pub- 
lic bufinefs  of  the  county  requires  the  ufe  of  it.  In 
it  are  like  wife  held  the  affizes  for  the  county,  the  ge- 
neral quarter  feflions  for  the  weftern  parts  of  Kent, 
the  county  meetings  for  the  choice  of  candidates,  to 
reprefent  the  county  in  parliament,  and  every  other 
public  bufinefs  relating  to  it ; which  right  of  the  jus- 
tices and  inhabitants  of  the  county,  to  hold  their 
meetings,  &x.  in  it,  was  fettled  at  the  building  of  it, 
by  an  indenture  made  between  them  and  the  corpo- 
ration. The  ftreet,  leading  towards  Coxheath  and 
the  Weald  of  Kent,  is  called  Stone-ftreet,  a name 
which  fufficiently  proves  the  antiquity  of  this  town, 
and  its  confequence  in  the  time  of  the  Romans. 
There  are  three  principal  conduits,  which  are  fup- 
plied  with  excellent  water,  conveyed  in  pipes  from  a 
place  called  Rocky-hill,  in  the  Well  Borough,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  Medway,  at  the  charge  of  the 
corporation.  Theie  are  placed  very  conveniently  for 
the  fervice  of  the  inhabitants,  one  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  High-ftreet,  near  the  market  crofs  ; a fecond 
lower  down,  being  a high  octagon  (lone  building  v/ith 
a clock  and  dial,  having  a turret  at  the  top  of  it,  and 
what  is  called  a fijlo-bell , which  is  always  rung  when 
any  filli  is  brought  to  market  the  third  is  placed  at 

the 
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the  lower  end  of  the  town.  At  a fmall  diflance 
from  the  fouth  fide  of  this  Hreet,  about  the  mid- 
dle of  it,  on  an  eminence  clofe  to  the  Medway, 
Hands  the  church,  the  antient  archiepifcopal  palace, 
and  the  remains  of  the  college,  each  forming  confpi- 
cuous  objects  to  the  neighbouring  country  wedward. 

Adjoining  to  the  lalt  mentioned  court-hall  is  the 
pril'on  belonging  to  the  corporation,  formerly  called 
the  Brambles.6  This  pril'on  appears  to  have  belonged 
antiently  to  the  archbilhops  of  Canterbury,  and  con- 
tinued fo  till  archbifhop  Cranmer,  in  the  29th  year 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  exchanged  the  pril'on  houfe  of 
this  town  with  that  king/  In  king  Charles  I.’s  reign 
it  remained  in  the  king’s  hands ; for  by  his  letters  pa- 
tent, in  1631,  he  granted  the  office  of  keeper  of  it, 
and  the  cuftody  of  all  prifoners  there,  to  John  Col- 
lins for  his  life;  who,  by  his  will,  in  1644,  gave  his 
patent  of  the  king’s  gaol  in  Maidftone,  with  all  the 
irons,  implements,  fees,  and  appurtenances  to  his  fon 
of  the  fame  name. 

The  public  gaol  of  the  wejlern  divifton  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Kent  was  formerly  placed  mod  inconveniently 
in  the  very  middle  of  the  town,  to  its  great  annoy- 
ance, where  it  remained  till  1736,  when  on  a petition 
of  its  inconvenient  fituation,  near  the  market  place,  of 
its  being  much  decayed,  and  that  there  was  no  gaol 
for  debtors,  an  aft  was  obtained  forerefting  another 
in  the  room  of  it,  together  with  a bridewell,  in  an- 
other part  of  the  town.  This,  after  fome  intermif- 
fion,  ivas  accomplifhed,  and  a capacious  ffrong  build- 
ing of  (lone,  with  large  outlets  and  conveniences  for 
this  purpofe,  has  been  ereftcd  near  the  out  parts  of 
the  town,  in  Eaft-lane,  which  has  been  lately  Hill 
further  Hrengthened  and  enlarged  at  a large  expence, 
at  the  charge  of  the  weHern  divifion  of  the  county. 

c Hiftory  of  Maidftone,  p.  114. 

Augment.  Off.  Box  A.  21.  Rymer’s  Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  345. 
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The  market,  which  was  firff  granted  to  archbi- 
bifhop  Boniface,  by  king  Henry  111.  in  his  45th  year, 
to  be  held  weekly  at  his  manor  here,  has  been  con- 
firmed by  the  feveral  charters  to  this  town,  and  is  now 
held  weekly  on  a Thurfday,  for  the  lale  of  ali  kind 
of  provifions,  corn,  and  hops,  toll  free,  with  which  the 
town  and  its  neighbourhood  for  miles  round  is  moO: 
plentifuliy  fupplied  at  a very  realonable  rate.  The 
mayor  is  clerk  of  the  market,  and  when  admitted  in- 
to his  office,  is  fworn  duly  to  execute  that  part  of  it. 
King  George  II.  by  letters  patent  in  1751,  granted  to 
the  corporation  a market,  to  be  held  the  fecond  Tuef- 
day  in  every  month  yearly,  for  the  buying  and  felling 
of  all  manner  of  fbeep  and  other  cattle  whatfoever, 
which  continues  to  be  lo  held  at  this  time;  and  there 
is  another  market  held  likewiie  for  the  fale  of  hops 
yearly,  at  the  time  of  Michaelmas. 

The  fairs  of  this  town  are  held  four  times  yearly, 
viz.  Feb.  13,  May  12,  June  20,  and  OSt.  27,  for 
horfes,  bullocks,  and  other  cattle,  as  well  as  for  wares, 
haberdafhery,  and  pedlary  ; but  the  laft  is  by  far  the 
greatefl  of  them,  being  retorted  to  by  the  country 
ior  many  miles  round.  The  principal  part  of  thele 
fairs  is  held  on  a piece  of  ground,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Medway,  called  the  meadow,  though  the  High-ftreet 
is  covered  with  them  likewife.  The  above  piece  of 
ground  formerly  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent 
ofBoxley,  and  on  the  diifolution  of  that  hou'e,  com- 
ing to  the  crown,  was  granted  by  king  Henry  VIII. 
to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt, 'who  in  a great  exchange  of 
land,  made  by  him  with  that  king,  in  his  32d  year, 
fold  to  him,  among  other  eftates  in  this  parifh,  the 
piece  of  land  called  Caring,  containing  fixteen  acres, 
and  the  profits  of  the  fair  yearly  there,  for  ftanding 
upon  it,  in  Maidftone.  In  the  parliament  of  the  1 ith 
of  king  Henry  VII.  the  cuftody  of  weights  and  mea- 
fures,  which  were  then  renewed  and  appointed  ac- 
cording to  the  flandard  in  the  exchequer,  was  com- 
mitted 
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rnitted  to  this  town  for  the  county  of  Kent,  and  they 
have  continued  to  be  prderved  here  to  the  prefent 

time. 

There  are  two  confiderable  manufa&ories  of  linen 
thread  carried  on  in  this  town,  a trade  introduced  here 
by  the  Walloons  in  the  i ithyear  of  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  at  the  time  they  fled  from  the  perfecution  of  the 
duke  d’Alva,  and  took  refuge  in  England.  The 
Walloon  families  here  in  1634,  were  about  fifty,  they 
are  now  quite  worn  out,  though  there  are  fome  names 
remaining,  which  feem  to  have  derived  their  origin 
from  them,  though  the  perfons  that  bear  them  are  ig- 
norant whence  they  had  them.  The  only  remem- 
brance of  thefe  Walloons  now  left  is  the  term  which 
the  common  people  give  to  the  flax  fpun  for  the  thread- 
men,  which  at  this  day  they  call  Dutch  work. 

Befides  which  there  has  been  within  thefe  few  years 
aDiftillery,  erefted  and  carried  on  here  to  a very  large 
extent,  by  Mr.  George  Bifbop,  from  which  is  pro- 
duced the  well-known  Maidftone  Geneva , being  of 
fuch  a magnitude,  that  no  lei's  than  feven  hundred  hogs 
are  kept  from  the  furplus  of  the  grains  from  it. 

There  is  a department  of  the  cuftoms  and  an  office 
of  excite  in  this  town. 

Befides  the  free  grammar  fchool,  of  which  a parti- 
cular account  will  be  given  hereafter,  there  are  two 
boarding-lchools  for  the  education  of  young  ladies,  all 
of  them  of  good  repute. 

The  navigation  of  the  river  Medway  is  of  the 
greateft  advantage  to  this  town,  as  a confiderable  traffic 
is  carried  on  by  it  from  hence  to  Rochefler,  Chatham, 
and  fo  on  to  London,  and  from  the  feveral  large  corn- 
mills  here  abundance  of  meal  and  flour  is  fhipped  ofi 
for  the  ufe  of  thofe  towns,  the  dock  and  navy  there,  as 
well  as  great  quantities  fent  weekly  to  London.  1 he 
fulling  and  paper  mills  in  and  near  this  town,  of  the  lat- 
ter of  which,  late  Mr.  Whatman  s,  at  Boxley,  is  pc rnap.-> 

equal  to  any  in  the  kingdom,  lend  all  their  manufacruie 
n hither 
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hitherto  be  tranfported  from  hence  by  water  to  Lon- 
don. The  vafi:  quantities  of  timber  brought  hither 
from  the  Weald  of  Kent  and  its  neighbourhood,  by 
land  carriage,  as  well  as  water,  are  conveyed  from 
hence  by  the  navigation  of  the  Medway  to  the  dock  at 
Chatham,  and  other  more  diftant  parts.  Befides  which 
there  are  feveral  large  hoys,  of  fifty  tons  burthen  and 
upwards,  which  fail  weekly  to  and  from  London,  for 
the  convenience  of  this  town  and  the  adjacent  country. 

d here  was  a family  of  good  account,  called,  as 
well  from  their  rcfidence  as  birth  here,  by  the  furname 
of  Maidjlone , whofe  arms,  as  appears  by  a monument 
in  Ulcombe  church,  were,  Sable , a chevron  between 
three  cups  covered  ay gent , crowned , or.g 

Ralph  de  Maideftan , dean  of  Hereford,  was  confe- 
crated  bifhop  of  that  fee  in  1234.  He  was  born  here, 
and  is  celebrated  by  M.  Paris  as  a man  of  excellent 
learning  and  holinefs  of  life.  Having  refigned  his  bi- 
Ihopiic  in  1239,  and  taken  the  habit  of  a Franciican 
at  Oxfoid,  he  retired  to  the  convent  of  that  order  at 
Gloucefier,  where  he  died  in  1245,  and  was  there 
buried. 

John  de  Maidejlan  was  made  dean  of  Lincoln,  in 
1275*h 

Walter  de  Maidejlan  had  the  king’s  licence  in  the 
4th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  to  embattle  his  manfion 
in  the  town  of  Maidenftan. 

William  de  Maidenjlaney  the  king’s  valet,  being  lent 
to  the  court  of  Rome,  died  on  his  journey  thither  in 
the  5th  year  of  that  reign. 

Walter  de  Maydenjlan  was  confecrated  bifhop  of 
Worcefter  in  13  13,  anno  7 Edward  II.  at  which  time 
Robert  de  Maideftone  was  canon  of  the  church  of 
Chichefter. 

h £!V!ipott’  P*  23°-  Willis’s  Cathedrals,  vol.  i.  p.  514. 

id.  vol.  ii.  p.  76.  Pat.  ejus  an.  pt.  1.  ma.  Thomas’s  Wor- 
celter,  p.  160,  164. 
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Another  Walter  Maidjlon  was  made  Tub  dean  of 
Lincoln  in  1329.' 

John  Maidjlon , gent,  was  principal  agent  in  1644  to 
the  earl  of  Manchefter,  general  ol  the  parliamentary 
forces,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  as  appears  by  his  will, 
two  battle  axes  in  faltire. 

Befides  the  above,  William  Maydejlon  was  abbot  of 
Faverfham,  and  Walter  de  Maydefione  was  a monk  of 
that  abbey  in  1367,  and  was  afterwards  admitted  a 
monk  of  Chrift  church,  in  Canterbury.  7 bomas  de 
Maydefione  was  canon  of  Leeds  in  1397,  and  Clement 
de  Maydeftone  Prieft  was  a tranfcriber  of  the  Direc- 
torium  Sacerdolum , as  appears  by  his  name  at  the 
end  of  it.k 

In  the  heraldic  vifitadon  of  the  county  of  [vent,  taken 
in  1 6 1 9,  is  the  pedigree  of  Fijher , of  Maidfone , be- 
ginning with  William  Fifher,  of  this,  place,  whole  de- 
(cendant  and  great  grandfon,  W alter  Fifher,  was  mayor 
af  this  town.  They  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent , on  a 
:hief  yules,  a dolphin  argent. 

. Richard  Lee,  ion  of  Richard  Lee,  of  Deice,  near 
Rochefter,  lheritt  of  Kent  in  19th  year  of  king  Ed- 
vard IV.  fon  of  Sir  Richard  Lee,  lord-mayor  of  Lon- 
don, had  a manfion  in  this  town,  where  he  refided.1 
Edward,  his  third  fon,  was  lord  archbiihop  of  York. 

Among  the  remarkable  occurrences  which  have  at 
:imes  happened  here,  in  the  year  1648,  during  the 
:ime  of  the  great  rebellion,  general  Fairfax,  with  his 
vhole  ftrength,  marched  by  order  of  the  parliament 
lowards  Maidftone,  in  which  there  were  at  that  time 
tbout  one  thouland  horfe  and  foot  of  the  royalifts, 
:ommanded  by  Sir  John  Mayney,  when  the  general, 
with  a ftrong  force  of  ten  thoufand  men,  aflaulted  the 
:ovvn,  and  began  to  ftorm  it.  As  this  was  no  more 
ihan  was  expedied,  the  ftreets  and  houfes  had  been  all 

‘ Willis’s  Cath.  v.  ii.  p.  97.  k Newton’s  Maidftone,  p.  124. 

1 MSS.  Pedigree  of  Lee.  S.ee  Great  Deice. 
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lined  by  the  royalids,  who  by  this  time  amounted  to 
near  two  thoufand,  Sir  William  Brockman  having 
brought  into  the  town  about  eight  hundred  men  to  their 
afiiftance,  Fairfax  met  with  l’uch  refolute  oppofition  on 
every  fide,  that  he  gained  every  dreet  inch  by  inch, 
and  the  engagement  laded  near  five  hours,  till  almod 
twelve  at  night  j when  the  royalids,  being  quite  over- 
powered by  the  numerous  referves  that  kept  continually 
advancing,  were  forced  to  retreat  into  the  church, 
where  they  were  obliged  to  furrenderon  the  bed  terms 
they  could  obtain  for' their  own  fafety.  Scarce  any  ac- 
tion during  the  civil  war  was  more  bravely  fought  than 
inis ; Fairfax  prevailed  by  his  fuperior  numbers  over 
the  gallant  few.  Lord  Clarendon  fays,  it  was  a fharp 
encounter,  very  bravely  fought  with  the  general’s 
whole  ftrength,  and  the  veteran  loldiers  confeffed,  that 
they  had  never  met  with  the  like  defperate  fervice 
during  the  war."1 

On  Friday,  Auguft  19,  1763,  a mod  violent  dorm 
of  wind  and  hail,  accompanied  with  thunder  and  light- 
ning, fpread  a general  defolation  over  this  parifh,  and 
the  adjacent  neighbourhood.  It  arofe  at  fea  off  the 
coad  of  Suffex,  and  entering  this  county  at  Tunbridge 
Wells,  paded  quite  acrofs  it  to  Sheernc-fs,  being  forty 
miles  in  length,  and  in  breadth  from  two  to  four  miles. 
Its  line  of  direction  was  nearly  from  fouth-wed-by-wed 
to  north-ead-by-ead. 

I he  fury  of  it  was  fuch  in  thofe  parifhes  over  which 
it  fpread,  about  twenty-four  in  number,  mod  of  which 
were  exceeding  fertile,  that  almod  the  whole  growth  of 
hops,  the  plantation  of  which  were  very  large,  and 
contained  in  a great  meafure  what  is  generally  called 
the  middle  growth  of  Kent , the  apples,  filberts,  corn,, 
with  whatever  cite  was  on  the  lands  were  entirely  de- 
droycd  by  it,  infomuch  that  the  farmer  and  the  labourer 
were  alike  deprived  of  fubfidence  by  this  fatality.  The 

Newton  s Hi  ft.  p.  x 45  • Ihfh  Rebellion,  vol.  iii.  p.  119. 

damage 


MAIDSTONE.  271 

damage  done  to  the  trees  and  buildings  was  as  great  in 
proportion  ■,  many  barns  and  even  houfes  were  blown 
down,  and  fcarce  a pane  of  glafs  to  the  fout’nward  was 
left  unbroken  ; and  on  that  fide  of  the  High-ftreet  in 
the  town  of  Maidftone,  not  only  the  glafs,  but  the  lead 
and  frames  of  the  windows  were  broken,  and  drove  in 
by  the  violence  and  largenefs  of  the  hail,  which  beat 
as  loud  againft  the  fhutters,  as  the  ftrongeft  blow  of  a 
thick  club  would  have  done.  The  hail  indeed  might 
rather  be  deemed  pieces  of  ice,  from  its  different  irre- 
gular fhapes  ; at  Banning  one  piece  was  taken  up  in 
the  form  of  an  oyffer,  meafuring  nine  inches  round  the 
edges,  and  fome  were  taken  up  ten  days  after  the  dorm, 
which  then  meafured  four  inches  and  an  half  round. 
Great  numbers  of  frnall  birds  were  killed  by  it,  as  were 
feveral  hares,  pheafants  and  partridges,  and  the  trees 
were  every  where  ftript  of  almoff  all  their  leaves.  So 
general  a defolation  in  this  county  had  never  been  re- 
membered, or  ever  related  in  hiftory ; and  infupportable 
indeed  would  this  calamity  have  been,  had  not  the  ge  - 
nerofity  of  the  gentry  of  this  county  in  particular,  and 
of  the  public  in  general  relieved  them  in  fome  meafure 
from  the  ruin  and  mifery  they  were  by  this  fatality  fo 
deeply  plunged  in. 

The  town  of  Maidstone  was  antiently  governed 
by  a portreeve  and  twelve  brethren,  and  continued  fo 
till  king  Edward  VI.  by  his  letters  patent  in  his  3d 
year,  newly  incorporated  the  town,  by  the  ftile  and 
title  of  the  mayor,  jurats , and  commonalty  of  the  town  of 
Maidftone,  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

Thefe  privileges  were  not  long  afterwards  forfeited 
by  the  rebellion,  firft  began  in  this  town  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Wyatt,  and  other  principal  gentlemen  of  it,  in  the 
iff;  year  of  queen  Mary,  of  whom  Sir  Henry  and  Tho- 
mas Jfley,  his  brother,  and  Walter  Mantle,  efq.  were 
executed  here." 

n Hiftory  of  Maidftone,  p.  22,  24. 

In 
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In  this  ftate  of  disfranchifement  the  town  remained 
till  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  letters  patent,  in  her  2d 
year,  again  incorporated  it  by  the  ftile  and  title  of 
mayor  and  aldermen,  and  granted  fome  other  additional 
privileges,  among  which  was  a confirmation  of  their 
antient  prefcriptive  right  of  fending  two  burgeftes  to 
parliament,  xthe  granting  to  the  mayor  the  authority  of  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  and  the  exempting  the  townfmen 
from  foreign  lefiions. 

Some  years  after  which  feveral  doubts  arifing,  con- 
cerning the  validity  and  meaning  of  the  different  parts 
of  the  laft-mentioned  letters  patent,  a third  charter  of 
incorporation  was  granted  to  this  town  by  James  I. 
by  letters  patent,  in  his  2d  year,  anno  1604,  by  the 
name  and  ftile  of  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of 
the  king’s  town  and  parifh  of  Maidftone,  in  which  all 
the  privileges  of  the  former  were  confirmed,  and  new 
ones  granted  by  it.  After  which  a fourth  charter  was 
granted  by  the  fame  king  in  his  17th  year,  anno  1619. 
King  Charles  II.  by  letters  patent,  in  his  34th  year, 
anno  1682,  incorporated  this  town  anew,  by  the  like 
ftile  and  title  as  the  former  ; which  charter  was  made 
ufe  of  in  the  government  of  this  place  till  the  revolu- 
tion in  1688,  after  which  it  was  entirely  laidafide. 

In  the  reign  of  king  George  II.  this  corporation 
being  diffolved  by  the  judgment  of  Oufter  againft  its 
principal  members,  upon  informations  of  quo  warranto , 
a new  charter  was  granted  by  the  king  by  letters  patent 
dated  in  his  21ft  year,  anno  1748  ; in  which  it  is  re- 
cited, that  divers  difputes  having  arifen  of  late  within 
this  town  and  corporation,  and  informations  in  nature 
of  quo  warranto  having  been  profecuted  in  the  king’s 
bench,  and  judgment  of  oufter  obtained  againft  all  the 
adding  jurats,  fo  that  the  corporation  was  then  dilfolved, 
and  the  town  incapable  of  enjoying  their  liberties  and 
franchiles.  1 herefore  the  king,  for  divers  caufes 
therein  mentioned,  upon  the  petition  of  the  freemen, 
freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  king’s  town 

and 
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and  parifh  of  Maidftone,  granted,  that  the  town  and 
parifh  fhould  be  a free  town  and  pariih  of  itfelf ; and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  it  fhould  be  one  body  politic  and 
corporate,  by  the  name  o f the  mayor, jurats,  and  com- 
monalty of  the  king's  town  and  parijh  of  Maidftone , in 
the  county  of  Kent , and  by  that  name  to  have  perpetual 
fucceffion,  and  to  acquire  and  hold  lands,  &c.  and  to 
alien  them,  and  by  the  aforementioned  name  to  plead 
and  be  impleaded;  and  that  they  and  their  fucceffors 
might  have  a common  feal,  and  might  break,  change, 
and  new  make  the  fame  at  their  liking;  and  that  the 
town  and  parifh,  and  the  liberties  and  precindts  thereof, 
fhould  extend  according  to  the  former  antient  bounda  - 
ries ; and  that  there  fhould  be  thirteen  inhabitants  of 
the  town  and  parifh,  who  fhould  be  chofen  jurats,  one 
of  whom  fhould  be  chofen  mayor  of  the  king’s  town 
and  parifh  of  Maidftone,  which  jurats,  not  being  in  the 
office  of  mayor,  fhould  be  aftiftants  to  him  in  every 
thing;  and  that  there  fhould  be  forty  of  the  remaining 
principal  inhabitants  chofen  common-councilmen,  all 
of  whom,  viz.  mayor,  jurats,  and  common-councilmen, 
fhould  have  power,  upon  public  fummons,  to  make 
bye  laws',  and  that  the  jurats  fhould  be  eledted  by  the 
mayor,  jurats,  and  common  councilmen,  duly  affem- 
bled,  and  the  common  councilmen  in  like  manner, 
with  a fine  at  the  difcretion  of  the  mayor,  &c.  for  their 
refufal  of  thofe  offices,  any  of  whom  fhould  be  removed 
by  the  mayor,  &c.  duly  affemblec],  for  any  fufficient 
crime  or  notorious  offence  ; and  that  the  jurats  fhould 
affemble  on  the  2d  day  of  November  yearly,  within 
the  town,  and  then'  nominate  two  men,  then  being  ju- 
rats, for  the  reft  of  the  jurats  and  commonalty  then 
prefent  to  eledt  one  out  of  the  two  to  be  mayor ; and 
that  the  perlbn  fo  chofen  fhould  take  an  oath  before 
the  then  laft  mayor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  two  fenior 
jurats  then  prelent,  for  the  due  execution  of  his  office, 
and  in  cafe  of  his  death,  that  a fucceffor  fhould  be  cho- 
fen in  like  manner;  and  that  the  mayor,  in  cafe  of 
vol.  iv.  t ficknefS 


274  TOWN  AND  PARISH  OF 

ficknefs  or  abfence,  fhould  appoint  one  of  the  jurats  a 
deputy  mayor  for  the  time  aforefaid;  and  that  the  mayor 
and  jurats  fhould  elect  a recorder,  to  hold  his  office 
during  their  pleafure ; and  that  he  fhould  have  power 
to  make  a deputy  recorder  during  his  pleafure ; and 
that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  common  council  fhould 
appoint  one  or  two  ferjeants  at  mace,  who  fhould  bear 
one  or  two  gilt  or  filver  maces,  engraved  with  the  king’s 
arms,  every  where  within  the  town  and  parifh  before 
the  mayor.  And  whereas  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her 
letters  patent,  in  her  2d  year,  granted  to  the  mayor, 
&c.  one  market  within  the  town  on  a Thurfday  weekly, 
with  all  rolls,  cuftoms,  and  other  profits  ; and  alfo  four 
fairs  in  the  town,  one  from  noon  on  April  30th  to 
noon  on  May  2d,  another  at  noon  on  the  eve  of  the 
feafl  of  St.  Edmund  the  king  and  martyr  to  noon  on 
the  morrow  after  the  faid  feaft,  another  at  noon  on  die 
eve  of  the  feaft  of  St.  Faith  until  the  noon  on  the  mor- 
row of  the  faid  feafl,  and  the  other  on  the  noon  of  the 
feafl  of  the  Purification  until  the  noon  of  the  morrow 
of  the  faid  feafl,  with  all  tolls,  tributes,  profits,  &c.  and 
a pye-powder  court  to  be  held  in  the  fame  fairs  and 
markets.  And  whereas  king  James,  by  his  letters  pa- 
tent, in  his  2d  year,  regranted  and  confirmed  the  mar- 
kets and  fairs,  and  other  liberties  and  privileges  granted 
as  aforefaid  ; and  by  other  letters  patent  in  his  17th 
year,  did  ratify  and  confirm  the  faid  markets,  fairs, 
courts  of  pye-powder,  tributes,  cuftoms,  tolls,  &c.  and 
further  granted,  that  it  fhould  be  lawful  for  the  mayor 
to  extend  the  market  beyond  the  place  called  the 
Market-place,  or  to  hold  it  in  any  other  place  within 
the  town. 

Therefore  the  king,  being  willing  to  (hew  further 
grace  and  favor  to  the  mayor,  &c.  ratified  and  con- 
firmed the  laid  markets,  fairs,  courts,  &c.  and  granted 
them  to  the  mayor,  &c.  and  their  fuccefiors  de  novo  j 
and  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  fhould  no- 
minate, elecfl,  and  admit  any  perfon  or  perfons,  being 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parifli,  freemen  of  the 
fame ; and  that  the  recorder,  deputy  recorder,  jurats, 
common-councilmen,  and  freemen  fhould  feverally 
make  oath  before  the  mayor  and  jurats  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  their  office,  as  had  been  accuftomed. 

And  whereas  queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  letters  patent, 
did  grant  to  the  mayor  and  jurats  and  commonalty,  full 
power  to  hold  a court  before  the  mayor  in  the  town, 
from  fourteen  days  to  fourteen  days,  on  a Tuefday,  for 
pleas,  as  well  of  affile  of  novel  difi'eifin , as  other  pleas, 
actions,  luits,  &c.  concerning  lands,  &c.  in  the  town 
and  pariffi,  although  they  fhould  or  fhould  not  exceed 
the  fum  of  forty  fhillings,  and  did  grant  that  the  town 
and  pariffi,  and  the  liberties  of  the  fame  ffiould  extend 
themlelves  by  the  water  of  Medway  from  Eaft  bar- 
leffih  bridge  unto  Hawkwood  (a  piece  of  land  in  the 
pariffi  of  Burham ) as  in  the  laid  letters  patent  more 
fully  appeared  ; and  whereas  the  water  of  Medway, 
between  the  faid  bridge  and  Hawkwood  flowed  by  and 
through  the  town  and  parifh  of  Maidftone,  and  by  and 
through  the  leveral  towns  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  Banning, 
LozefBoxley,  Allington,  and  by  certain  ftreets  called 
Milhale,  (a  hamlet  in  the  pariffi  of  Aylesford)  and 
Newhythe,  in  the  pariffi  of  Eaft  Mailing,  in  the  county 
of  Kent ; and  the  town  and  pariffi  of  Maidftone  ex- 
tending itfelf  promifcuoufly  in,  by,  and  through  the 
town  of  Loze  and  Linton,  and  beyond,  and  alfo  by  the 
faid  towns  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  Banning,  and  Boxley,  and 
by  the  town  of  Otham,  according  to  certain  informa- 
tion given.  . . j |* 

The  king,  intending  to  put  into  certainty,  and  to  li- 
mit into  what  pariffi,  towns,  hamlets,  &c.  and  how  far 
the  liberties  arid  jurifdi&ions  of  the  mayor,  &c.  o the 
town  and  pariffi  ffiould  reach  and  extend,  as  to  the  hear- 
ing and  determining  pleas  in  the  laid  court,  granted  and 
declared,  that  the  liberties  of  the  fame,  and  the  juril- 
diction  of  the  mayor,  &c.  ffiould  extend,  only  as  to 
the  cognizance  and  determination  oi  actions  and  reple- 
° t rt  vins, 
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vins,  and  to  no  other  intent  and  purpofe,  into,  by,  and 
through  the  laid  towns  and  parifhes  of  Eaft  Banning, 
Loze,  Roxley,  Allington,  Milhale,  Newhythe,  Linton, 
and  Otham  ; and  that  for  the  better  executing  the  faid 
atftions,  they  might  make  and  execute  all  attachments 
and  legal  proceffes  into  and  through  all  the  faid  pa- 
rilhes,  ftreets,  &c.  And  whereas  queen  Elizabeth 
granted  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parifh 
fhould  be  exempted  from  lerving  on  juries  and  inqui- 
fitions,  except  in  the  town  of  Maidftonej  the  king 
therefore  granted  and  confirmed,  that  the  faid  inha- 
bitants fhould  not  be  impanelled  on  any  juries  or  in- 
quifitions  whatfoever,  without  the  town  and  pari(h  ; 
and  that  the  mayor  and  recorder,  and  three  fenior  ju- 
rats, during  their  offices,  fhould  be  juftices  of  the  peace 
within  the  town  and  parifh,  and  that  no  jujlice  of  the- 
county  fhould.  in  any  wife  intermeddle  within  the  faid 
town  and  parijh  ; which  mayor,  recorder,  and  three 
jurats  aforefaid  Ihould  take  an  oath  before  the  reft  of 
the  jurats  for  the  due  execution  of  their  office  ; and 
the  mayor,  recorder,  and  three  jurats  as  aforefaid,  or 
any  three  of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  and  recorder  to 
be  two,  ffiould  hear  and  determine  all  trefpafles  and 
mifdemeanors  wjthin  the  town  andparilh,  as  the  juftices 
of  the  county  were  ufed  to  do,  or  any  two  or  more  of 
them  can  or  may  do,  as  well  in  and  out  of  their  feffions, 
by  the  king’s  commiffion,  lb  that  they  neverthelefs  in 
no  wife  pretended  to  the  determining  of  any  treafon  or 
felony,  or  any  other  offence  touching  the  lols  of  life  or 
member,  without  the  king’s  fpecial  mandate  in  that  be- 
half. And  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty 
fhould  receive  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  iffue  of  jurors 
for  non-appearance,  and  the  like  for  trefpafles,  &c.  be- 
fore the  faid  juftices  within  the  town  and  parifh  j and 
that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  fhould  be  coroner 
within  the  town  and  parifh,  and  fhould  make  oath  be- 
iou.  the  laft  mayor,  or  on  his  death,  &c.  before  two  or 
more  of  the  jurats,  of  the  due  execution  of  his  office, 
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and  that  no  coroner  for  the  county  town  enter  within 
the  town  and  parifh,  &c.  And  he  granted  to  the  mayor, 
&c.  all  waifs,  eftreats,  fines,  forfeitures,  goods  and  chat- 
tels of  felons  and  fugitives,  &c.  before  granted  by  the 
letters  patent  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  to  the  mayor 
all  return  of  writs,  &c.  within  the  town  and  parifh  j fo 
that  the  fherifF,  coroner,  or  el'cheator,  or  other  the 
king’s  minifters  in  no  wife  intermeddle  within  the  town 
and  parifh.  And  that  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commo- 
nalty fhould  have  and  enjoy  to  their  own  proper  ufe  all 
wharfage,  anchorage,  and  groundage  of  (hips  and  vef- 
fels  coming  to  the  town  and  parifh,  and  reafonable  fees 
and  wages  for  lading  and  unlading  of  merchandizes, 
goods,  and  chattels  in  the  faid  fhips  and  veflels  there 
to  be  laded  and  unladed  into  or  out  of  the  fame  ; and 
that  they  fhould  have  through  the  water  as  aforefaid, 
from  Eaft  Farleigh  bridge  to  Hawkwood,  the  privilege 
of  keeping  and  preferving  lwans  and  fignets,  and  a 
fwan-mark,  and  the  fame  to  alter  at  their  pleafure,  and 
alfo  all  fwans  and  fignets  through  the  waters,  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  aforefaid,  and  the  banks  and  ground 
of  the  fame,  building  nefts,  breeding  or  frequenting, 
and  not  legally  marked  with  the  fwan-mark  aforefaid, 
and  full  power  to  purfue,  retake,  and  bring  back  the 
fwans  and  fignets  aforefaid,  fwimming  or  wandering  by 
water  and  land  out  of  the  limits  aforefaid,  without  hin- 
drance of  the  king,  his  officers  or  minifters,  or  other 
perfons  whatfoever.  And  that  the  mayor,  &c.  for  the 
better  fupport  of  the  charges  of  the  town  and  parifh 
aforefaid,  or  for  other  reafonable  caufes,  or  for  the  pub- 
lic good  and  benefit  of  the  faid  town  and  parifh,  and  of 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  fhould  from  time  to  time  make 
and  afiels  reafonable  taxes  and  afteffinents  upon  them- 
felves  and  every  inhabitant  there,  and  levy  the  fame  by 
diftrefs,  or  any  other  legal  manner,  as  they  have  here- 
tofore been  ufed  and  accuftomed  ; and  he  likewife  con- 
firmed to  them  all  lands,  goods,  liberties  and  franchifes, 
as  they  had  ever  heretofore  held,  ufed  and  enjoyed  the 
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fame,  with  a non  objlante  to  all  oiniflions,  or  other  mat- 
ter what  foe  ver ; and  that  they  fhould  have  the  fame 
fealed  with  the  great  feal.  without  fee  or  reward,  &c. 

By  the  above  charter  the  corporation  aft  at  this  time, 
their  exclujive  jurifdiftion  as  fuch  extending  over  the 
town  and  parifh  of  Maidftone,  and  on  the  river  Med- 
way from  Eaft  Farleigh  bridge  to  Havvkwood  in  Bur- 
ham,  in  all  matters  whatfoever  as  within  the  fame  j and 
for  the  cognizance  and  determination  of  aftions  and 
replevins  to  the  further  extent  of  the  towns  and  pa- 
rifhes  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  Barming,  Lofe,  Boxley,  Al- 
lington,  Linton,  and  Otham,  and  the  hamlets  of  Mil- 
hale,'  in  Aylesford,  and  Newhythe,  in  the  parifh  of  Eafl: 
Mailing. 

The  mayor  and  jurats,  and  the  recorder  as  fteward, 
annually  hold  a court  leer,  or  law  day,  formerly  called 
the  portmote>  at  which,  among  other  bufinefs,  the  peace 
officers  are  chofen,  viz.  a high  conftable  for  the  town 
and  parifh,  and  a borlholder  for  each,  of  the  three  bo- 
roughs of  Week,  Weft-ftreet,  and  Stone,  into  which 
this  town  and  parifh  are  divided. 

The  mayor  pays  the  annual  fee  ferm  of  three  pounds 
to  the  crown,  for  the  town  of  Maidftone. 

The  arms  of  the  town  of  Maidftone  are,  Or,  on  a 
fefs  wavy  azure  between  three  torteauxes,  on  a chief  gules 
a lion  paJJ'ant  guardant , or. 

This  town  and  parifh,  with  others  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, was  antiently  bound  to  contribute  to  the  repair 
of  the  fifth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge.0 

King  James  I.  by  letters  patent,  dated  July  8,  in  his 
2 ift  year,  created  lady  Elizabeth  Finch,  widow  of 
Sir  Mode  Finch,  bart.  Viscountess  Maidstone, 
with  limitation  to  her  heirs  male  ; and  king  Charles  I. 
by  letters  patent,  July  12,  in  his  4th  year,  conferred 
on  her  the  title  of  Countefs  of  Winchelfea  to  her  and 
her  heirs  male,  Earls  of  Winchelfea.  She  died  in  1 633, 

0 Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  422. 
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and  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  Tho.  Finch,  the  fecond,  but 
eiddt  furviving  Ton,  in  her  tides  before  mentioned,  be- 
ing the  firft  earl  of  Winchelfea  and  vifcount  Maidftone, 
in  whole  defendants  the  titles  continued  down  to 
John,  the  fifth  earl  of  Winchelfea,  vifcount  Maidftone, 
&c.  who  dying  without  iffue  in  1729,  thofe  titles  de- 
fended to  Daniel,  fecond  earl  of  Nottingham,  fon  and 
heir  of  Sir  Heneage  Finch,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  He- 
neage,  fourth  fon  of  Sir  Moile  Finch,  bart.  by  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  who  was  created  countels  of  Winchelfea, 
and  vilcountefs  Maidftone  as  has  been  already  mentioned. 

Daniel,  earl  of  Winchelfea  and  Nottingham,  was 
conftituted  lord  lieutenant  and  cujlos  rotulorum  of  this 
county,  and  afterwards  was  fucceffively  employed  in 
different  great  offices  of  truft,  being  much  efteemed  for 
his  learning  and  eminent  abilities.  He  died  in  1730, 
having  been  twice  married  ; firft,  to  Effex,  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Robert  Rich,  earl  of  Warwick,  by  whom 
he  had  one  daughter  ; fecondly,  to  Anne,  only  daughter 
of  Chriftopher,  vifcount  Hatton,  by  whom  he  had  five 
fons  and  eight  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldeft  fon  Da- 
niel fucceeded  him  in  the  titles  of  earl  of  Winchelfea 
and  Nottingham,  vifcount  Maidftone,  &c.  and  mar- 
ried firft,  Frances,  daughter  of  Bafil  Fielding,  earl  of 
Denbigh,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  Charlotte, 
on  whofe  death  he  married  fecondly,  Mary,  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  bart.  of  Wingham, 
by  whom  he  had  four  daughters,  Heneage,  Effex,  Hat- 
ton, and  Augufta,  and  dying  in  1769,  aet.  81,  without 
male  iffue,  was  fucceeded  in  honors  by  his  nephew, 
George  Finch,  efq.  only  fon  of  the  right  hon.  William 
Finch,  fecond  and  next  brother  to  Daniel,  earl  of 
Winchelfea,  laft  mentioned  by  his  fecond  wife,  Char- 
lotte, fecond  daughter  of  Thomas,  earl  of  Pomfret. 

The  right  hon.  George  Finch,  above-mentioned,  is 
the  prefent  earl  of  Winchelfea  and  Nottingham,  vif- 
count Maidftone,  and  baron  Finch,  of  Daventry,  and 
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is  at  prefent  unmarried. p He  was  in  1779  made  lord- 
lieutenant  of  Rutland.  He  bears  for  his  arms  quar, 
terly,  ift  and  4th,  Argent , a chevron  between  three  grif- 
fins pafjant , fable,  for  Finch — 2d  and  3d,  Gules , three 
lions  rampant , or,  for  Fitzherbert.  For  his  creft  : On 
a wreath  a flying  horfe , argent , winged  and  due  ally 
gorged , or.  And  for  his  fupporters  : on  the  right,  « 
flying  horfe  as  the  crefi ; and  on  the  left,  4 griffin  fable, 
ducally  collared , or. 

The  following  scarce  plants  have  been  ob- 
ferved  by  our  botanists  in  this  parifh. 

Pimpinella  faxifraga  major  degener  feu  foliis  difiec- 
tis  ; great  bur  net  / 'axifrage , with  divided  leaves. 

Mentha  anguftifolio  fpicata,  glabra,  folio  rugofiore, 
odore  graviore  5 fpearmint,  with  a rugged  leaf  and  a 
Jlronger  feent. 

Mentha  fylveftris  candicans  odore  lativi ; hairy  mint . 

Convolvulus  flore  minimo  ad  unguem  fere  le&o. 

Anblatum  cordi  five  aphyllon ; toothwort , in  the  woods 
about  this  parifh. 

Geranium  montanum  fufeum ; J potted  mountain  cranef- 
bill , at  Tovell , in  the  valley  behind  the  mill. 

Nidus  avis,  mijhapen  orchis , or  birdfnefl. 

Lapathum  fativum  fanguineum  ; blood  wort. 

Ariftolochia  clematitis  •,  climbing  birthwort. 

Fungus  pasne  albus,  prona  parte  erinaceus  j imbri- 
cated hydnumy 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  this  town  was 

AN  ANTIENT  BOROUGH  BY  PRESCRIPTION,  which 

privilege  has  fince  been  confirmed  by  the  feveral  char- 
ters granted  to  it.  The  firft  account  extant  of  the 
names  of  burgelVes  returned  for  it  is  in  the  6th  year  of 
king  Edward  VI. 


See  a fuller  account  of  the  family  of  Finch,  under  Ealheell. 
Kan  Synopfis,  p.  276,  288,  360,  382.  Hudfoni  Flo.  Anal. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A LIST  OF  THOSE  WHICH 
HAVE  BEEN  CHOSEN  SINCE  THEN 

TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME. 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  EDWARD  VI. 


Years  of  the  Reign,  & c. 
Parliament  at  Weflminfier 


Names  of  the  Burgcjfes  in  Pari. 

William  Wotton, 
John  Salvvyne/ 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  QUEEN  ELIZABETH. 


5th.  At  IVeflminJler 

...  Nicholas  Berham,  efq. 
Henry  Filher,  gent. 

13th.  Ditto 

...  Thomas  Walfingham, 
Nicholas  St.  Leger,  efqrs. 

14th.  Ditto 

...  Nicholas  St.  Leger, 
Thomas  Danet,  efqrs. 

27th.  Ditto 

J 

...  ? Thomas  Randolph,  ebam- 

* berlain  of  the  exchequer , 
Nicholas  Sanders,  efq. 

28th.  Ditto 

...  John  Afhley, 

Thomas  Randolph,  efqrs 

31ft.  Ditto 

...  The  fame. 

35th.  Ditto 

...  Thomas  Fludde,  knt. 
Levin  Bufkin,  efq. 

39th.  Ditto 

...  Thomas  Fludde, 

John  Levefon,  knts. 

43rd.  Ditto 

...  The  fame. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  JAMES  I. 

1 ft.  At  Weflminfier Francis  Fane,  knt. 

Laurence  Washington,  efq 

1 2th.  Ditto Francis  Fane, 

Francis  Barnham,  knts. 


r In  the  7th  Edward  VI.  the  charter  of  Maidftone  was  ordered 
to  be  viewed,  to  determine  its  right  to  fend  burgefTes. 
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18th.  At  Wejiminjler Francis  Fane, 

Francis  Barnham,  knts. 

2i  ft.  Ditto George  Fane, 

Francis  Barnham,  knts. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  CHARLES  I. 

lft.  At  Wejiminjler . Edward  Maplefden, 

Thomas  Stanley,  gents. 

ift.  Ditto George  Fane, 

Francis  Barnham,  knts. 

3d.  Ditto The  fame. 

15th.  Ditto The  fame. 

1 6th.  Ditto Francis  Barnham, 

Humphry  Tufton,  knts. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  CHARLES  II. 

1 2th.  At  Wejiminjler  1 660  f Tho.  Twyfden ^Jergeant  at 


l law , 

Robert  Barnham,  efq. 

13th.  Ditto 1661  Sir  Edmund  Pierce,  knt. 

Robert  Barnham,  efq. 

31ft.  Ditto  1678  Sir  Thomas  Tufton,  bart. 

Sir  John  Darell. 

31ft.  Ditto 1679  Sir  Thomas  Tufton,  bart. 

Thomas  Fane,  efq. 

32d.  Ditto 1681  The  fame. 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  JAMES  II. 
i ft.  At  Wejiminjler  1685  Archibald  Clinkard, 

Edwin  VViat,  efqrs. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MARY, 
ift.  At  Wejiminjler  1688  Sir  Thomas  Taylor,  bart. 

Caleb  Banks,  efq. 

1690  Sir  Thomas  Taylor,  bart. 
Thomas  Ryder,  efq. 

7th. 


2d.  Ditto 
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ytb.  At  Wejlminjler  1695  Sir  Thomas  Taylor,  bart. 

Sir  John  Banks,  bart. 5 

10th.  Ditto 1698  Sir  Rob.  Marlham,  bart. 

Thomas  Biifle,  efq. 

12th.  Ditto 1700  The  fame. 

13th.  Ditto 1701  Sir  Rob.  Marfham,  bart. 

Thomas  Biifle,  efq. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  QUEEN  ANNE. 

1 ft.  At  Wejlminjler  1702  Hon.  Heneage  Finch, 

Thomas  Biifle,  efq.1 

4th.  Ditto 1705  Sir  Tho.  Colepepyr,  bart. 

Thomas  Biifle,  efq. 

7th.  Ditto 1708  Sir  Thomas  Colepepyr, 

Sir  Rob.  Martham,  barts. 

9th.  Ditto  1710  The  fame. 

1 2th.  Ditto 1713  Sir  Rob.  Martham,  bart. 

Sir  Samuel  Ongley,  knt. 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  GEORGE  I. 

.ft  At  IVeftminfter  1714  Sir  Robert  Martham,* 

J SirTho.  Colepepyr,  barts .- 

Ditto  ....  1722  Sir  Barnham  Rider,  knt. 

7 ’*  Hon.  John  Finch, 

IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  GEORGE  II. 

i ft.  At  IVeJiminJler  1727  Hon  John  Finch, 

Thomas  Hope,  efq. 

3 On  Sir  Thomas  Taylor’s  deceafe,  Thomas  Rider,  efq.  was 

chofen  in  his  room.  , , 

1 Sir  Robert  Marfham,  bart.  and  Sir  Thomas  Roberts,  bart. 

were  returned,  but  declared  unduly  elected. 

u On  his  being  created  lord  Romney,  Sir  Barnham  Rider  was 

chofen  in  his  room.  , r . , . 

w On  his  deceafe  John  Finch,  efq.  was  chofen  in  his  room. 
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7th.  At  JVcftminJler  1734  Hon.  John  Finch. 


f William  Horlmonden 
' Turner,  efq. 

14th.  Ditto 1741  Lord  Guernfey,* 

Hon.  John  Bligh/ 

2 1 ft.  Ditto 1747  j Hon.  Robert  Fairfax, 

I William  Horfmonden 
Turner,  efq. 

28th.  Ditto 1754  Lord  Guernfey,2 

Gabriel  Hanger,  efq. 


IN  THE  TIME  OF  KING  GEORGE  III. 
ift.  At.  Wejlminjier  1761  William  Northey, 


Rofe  Fuller,  efqrs. 

7th.  Ditto 1768  Hon.  Charles  MarHiam, 

Edward  Gregory,  efq. 

14th.  Ditto 1774  Lord  Guernfey,4 

Sir  Horace  Mann. 

20th.  Ditto 1780  Sir  Horace  Mann, 

Clement  Taylor,  efq. 

24th.  Ditto ..  1784  Gerard  Noel]  Edwards,1* 

Clement  Taylor,  efqrs. 

30th.  Ditto I79°  Matthew  Bloxham, 

Clement  Taylor,  efqrs. 

36th.  Ditto 1796  Matthew  Bloxham,  efq. 

General  Oliver  Delaney. 


EJdeft  fon  of  the  earl  of  Avlesford. 
y Afterwards  earl  of  Darnlev'and  baron  Clifton. 

/xOn  his  fucceeding  his  father  as  earl  of  Avlesford,  Savile 
r inch,  elq.  was  chofen  in  his  room,  anno  1757. 

Ee  fucceeded  his  father  as  earl  of  Aylesford  in  1 777,  and  liis 
next  brother,  the  Hon.  Charles  Finch,  was  chofen  in  his  room, 
n his  room,  in  1789,  Matthew  Bloxam,  efq.  was  chofen. 
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The  right  of  electing  burgejfes  is  veiled,  in  the 
freemen,  whether  refident  within  the  borough  or  not; 
and  the  houfe  of  commons,  upon  two  feveral  peti- 
tions, have  by  their  votes,  palled  in  1701  and  1702, 
determined,  that  the  right  of  ele&ion  of  burgeffea. 
for  Maidftone  is  in  the  freemen,  not  receiving  alms 
or  charity. 

The  freedom  of  this  corporation  is  obtained  by 
birth,  the  eldeft  ion  being  free  of  courl'e,  and  the 
others  on  paying  forty  (hillings  fine.  Strangers  are 
likewile  admitted  by  confent  of  the  mayor  andjurats, 
on  payment  of  a fine. 

Maidstone  was  part  of  the  antient  pofTeflions  of 
the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  remained  fo  at  the  time 
of  the  conqueft  ; and  it  is  accordingly  thus  entered 
in  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  under  the  title  of 
the  lands  of  the  archbilhop. 

In  Meddeftan  hundred  the  archbi/hop  htmfelf  holds 
Meddeftane.  It  was  taxed  at  10  fillings . The  arable 
land 'is  30  carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  3 carucates , 
and  2 5 villeins  with  21  borderers,  having  25  carucates. 
There  is  a church  and  10  ferv ants, and  five  mills  cf  36 
fillings  and  eight  pence.  There  are  two  fifheries  0/270 
eels.  There  are  10  acres  of  pqfture , IVood  for  the  pan- 
nage of  30  hogs. 

Of  this  manor  three  knights  hold  of  the  archbifhop  four 
[tilings,  and  there  they  have  three  carucates  and  an  half 
in  demefne , and  32  villeins , with  10  borderers,  having 
fix  carucates  and  10  ferv  ants,  and  they  have  one  mill  of 
five  [hillings,  and  1 3 acres  of  meadozv,  and  two  fifheries 
and  an  half  of  180  eels,  and  two  fait  pits.  IVood  for 
the  pannage  of  23  hogs. 

In  the  whole  value,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
ConfefJ'or,  this  manor  zvas  worth  14  pounds , when  he  re- 
ceived it  1 2 pounds , and  nozv  the  demefne  of  the  archbi- 
Jhop  is  worth  20  pounds.  Of  the  knights  15  pounds  io 
J, hillings . The  monks  of  Canterbury  have  ■ every  year  of 
two  tenants  of  this  manor  20  fiyillings. 
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The  archbilhops  do  not  Teem  to  have  had  a houfe 
of  any  note  here  till  the  reign  of  king  John,  in  the 
7th  year  of  which,  William  de  Cornhill  is  laid  to  have 
given  his  feat  in  Maidftone  to  archbifhop  Stephen 
Langton,  for  a refidcnce  for  him  and  his  fucceflbrsft 
Soon  after  which  this  manor,  with  its  appurtenances, 
was  valued  at  83].  1 6s.  nd.  per  annum. 

John  UfFord,  who  came  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury  in 

1348,  began  to  rebuild  this  palace  ; but  he  died  i'oon 
afterwards,  before  he  had  received  his  pall,  or  was  even 
confecrated,  that  he  might  rather  be  faid  only  to  make 
a preparation  for  it.  He  feems  to  have  pulled  the 
greateft  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  it,  down  for  this  pur- 
pofe  ; in  which  lituation  it  laid  during  the  few  weeks 
continuance  of  his  fuccelior,  archbifhop  Tho.  Brad- 
wardine.  After  which,  Simon  Illip,  fucceeding  in 

1349,  to  the  archbilhopric  on  his  death,  he  lued  the 
adminiftrator  of  archbifhop  UfFord  for  dilapidations, 
part  of  which  moft  probably  arofe  from  the  unfinifhed 
condition  this  houfe  was  left  in,  and  he  recovered  up- 
wards of  1 iool.  after  which  the  archbilhop  pulled 
down  the  ruinated  palace  at  Wrotham  in  this  neigh-* 
bourhood,  and  conveying  the  materials  hither,  finilh- 
ed  this  at  Maidftone  with  them.d  Archbilhop  Court- 
ney, who  fucceeded  to  the  fee  in  1381,  being  the  5th 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  built  much  at  this  palace, 
where  he  died  in  1396,  and  was  buried  at  Canter- 
bury, though  there  is  a cenotaph  remaining  for  him 
in  the  great  chancel  of  the  church  at  Maidftone. 
From  this  time  the  palace  of  Maidftone,  on  account 
of  its  pleafant  as  well  as  convenient  lituation,  became 
the  confequent  refidence  of  the  lucceeding  archbi- 
fbops ; and  in  the  time  of  archbilhop  Chichele,  king 
Henry  VI.  honoured  this  houfe  with  his  prefence,  as 
appears  by  his  writs,  bearing  date  March  21,  anno 

c Philipott,  p.  228.  Battely’s  Somn.  pt.  ii.  Append,  p.  30. 

4 Parker's  Antiq.  Brit.  p.  362,  366.  Lei.  Itiui  vol.  vi.  p.  2. 
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regm  16  apud  vianerium  de  JVIaydeJion.e  In  the  g 1 ft 
• year  of  the  above  reign,  archbifhop  John  Stafford  died 
at  this  palace,  to  which  he  had  retorted  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  air. 

Archbifhop  Morton,  among  the  reft  of  the  palaces 
which  he  repaired,  greatly  augmented  and  beautified 
this  at  Maidftone,  in  i486,  which  was  then  become 
much  decayed  and  dilapidated ; after  which  this  ma- 
nor and  palace  underwent  no  material  alteration  till 
archbifhop  Cranmer,  by  that  great  deed  of  exchange 
made  with  king  Henry  V III.  in  the  29th  year  of  that 
reign,  granted,  among  other  premiles,  to  that  king  all 
this  manor  or  lordfliip,  with  its  appurtenances,  the 
advowlon  and  patronage  of  the  college  and  church  of 
our  Lady  at  Maydeflone,  and  the  advowlon,  dona- 
tion, &c.  of  the  chantry  founded  in  Maydeflone  bv 
archbifhop  Arundel,  and  his  prifon  houfe  in  Maydef- 
tone,  together  with  all  liberties,  &c.  and  all  other 
eftates  whatloever  belonging  to  him  in  this  parifh,  ex- 
cepting all  advowfonsand  prefentations,  &c.  not  par- 
ticularly mentioned  and  excepted/  Thefe  premifes 
continued  in  the  crown  till  king  Edward  VI.  in  his 
4th  year,  granted  this  manor,  with  its  appurtenances, 
the  rectory,  and  feveral  meffuages,  lands,  and  te- 
nements in  Madenflone,  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of 
Allington  caftle,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice; 
but  he  having  in  the  iff  year  of  queen  Mary,  with 
other  gentlemen  of  note  in  this  county,  raifed  a re- 
bellion on  their  difguft  to  the  queen’s  marriage,  was 
taken  prifoner ; and  being  found  guilty  on  his  trial, 
was  executed  that  year.  On  his  attaint  this  manor, 
with  the  palace,  rectory,  and  other  premifes,  became 
confifeated  to  the  crown,  whence  the  palace,  with 

Rvm.  Feed.  vol.  x.  p.  684.  Weever,  p.  230. 
f Aug.  Off.  Deeds  of  Purchafe  and  Exchange,  Box  A.  21.  See 
a covenant  concerning  the  above  advowfon,  dated  ult.  June, 
anno  30  Henry  VIII.  Box  A.  28. 
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other  premifes  in  this  parifh,  was  granted  by  queen 
Elizabeth  to  Sir  John  Aftley,  Ton  of  John  Aftley,  efq,v' 
mafter  of  the  queen’s  jewels  ; he  refided  here,  and  dy- 
ino-  in  1639,  was  buried  in  this  church.  As  he  left 
no°  furviving  iflue,  he  bequeathed  this  manfion,  with 
his  other  eftates  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  his  kinfman, 
Sir  Jacob  Aftley,  who  for  his  loyalty  and  eminent  fer- 
vices  to  king  Charles  T.  was  in  the  20th  year  of  his 
reign,  created  baron  Aftley  of  Reading.  He  died  at 
the  palace  at  Maidftone  in  1 65 1 , and  was  buried  with 
his  lady  in  this  church,  leaving  by  her  one  fon,  Ifaac, 
who  fucceeded  him  in  title  and  eftate  ; and  a daugh  - 
ter, Elizabeth,  who  married  her  kinfman,  Sir  Edw. 
Aftley,  of  Melton. 

Ifaac  lord  Aftley  died  in  1662,  and  was  buried  in 
Maidftone  church,  leaving  two  Tons,  Jacob,  who  fuc- 
ceeded him  as  his  heir,  and  Francis,  who  died  with- 
out iftue.6.  Jacob  lord  Aftley,  dying  in  1688,  was 
buried  in  this  church,  and  leaving  no  iffue  the  barony 
became  extindf,  and  this  manfion  came,  among  the 
reft  of  his  entailed  lands,  to  Sir  Jacob  Aftley,  bart. 
of  Melton  Conftable,  in  Norfolk,  fon  of  Sir  Edward 
above-mentioned,  who  continued  owner  of  this  feat 
till  the  6th  year  of  king  George  I.  anno  1720, 
when  he  alienated  it,  with  other  eftates  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, which  defeended  to  him  on  the  death 
of  Jacob  lord  Aftley,  to  Sir  Robert  Marfham,  bart. 
lord  Romney,  for  which  purpofe  an  a <ft  palled  that 
tear;  whole grandfon,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord 
Romney,  is  the  prefent  poffeflor  of  them.' 

But  the  manor  of  Maidftone  itfelf  leems  to  have 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  till  Charles  I. 
in  his  4th  year  granted  it  in  fee  to  the  truftees  of  the 
lady  Elizabeth  Finch,  vifeountefs  Maidftone,  whom 
he  had  that  year  created  countefs  of  Winchelfea,  to  be 
holden  in  foccage,  and  not  in  capite , and  from  her  it 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  473.  Coll.  Bar.  vol.  iii.  p.  65. 
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vcame  down  to  her  dired  defcendant,  Heneage,  fourth 
earl  of  Winchelfea,h  who,  in  1720,  alienated  his  in- 
tereft  in  it,  to  Sir  Robert  Marfham,  bart.  lord  Rom- 
ney, whole  grand  Ion,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord 
Romney,  is  the  prefent  poffeffor  of  it. 

The  manor  extends  over  the  whole  hundred,  and 
is  ftyled  the  hundred  and  manor  of  Maidftone.  At 
the  court  leet  and  court  baron,  held  annually  for  it, 
there  are  yearly  chofen  a conftable  for  the  hundred, 
and  five  borfholders,  viz.  one  for  each  of  the  parifhes 
or  boroughs  of  Banning,  Boxley,  Detling,  Linton, 
with  the  borough  of  Crockhurft,  and  one  for  the  pa- 
rifhes of  Eaft  Farleigh  and  Loofe  jointly. 

The  Mote  was  an  antient  feat  in  this  parifh,  fitua- 
ted  about  a mile  eaftward  from  the  town  of  Maid- 
ftone, and  encircled  with  a pleafant  park.  It  was 
formerly  caftellated,  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
was  part  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  noted  family  of  Ley- 
borne.  In  the  5 1 ft  year  of  which  Roger  de  Ley- 
horhe  obtained  the  grant  of  a market,  to  be  held 
weekly  at  this  place  on  a Tuefday,  and  a yearly  fair 
for  three  days  at  the  feaft  of  St.  Crofs.1 

After  the  Leybornes  were  extind  here,  it  was  be- 
come the  property  of  John  de  Shofford,  from  whom 
it  acquired  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Shofford,  alias 
Le  Mote.  Ralph  de  Ditton  afterwards  pofleffed  it, 
and  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Bartholo- 
mew de  Burgherlh  held  it  as  one  quarter  of  a knight’s 
fee,  which  Ralph  de  Ditton  before  held  in  Shofford  of 
the  archbifhop.  He  was  a man  of  great  eminence, 
being  lord  warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  governor  of 
Dover  caftle,  &c.  and  died  pofleffed  of  it  in  the  28th 
year  of  that  reign,  leaving  Bartholomew,  his  eldeft 
fon,  his  heir,  who  was  much  efteemed  by  Edward  III. 
who,  on  the  inftitution  of  the  order  of  the  Garter, 

h See  more  of  the  earls  of  Winchelfea,  under  Eafhvell. 

1 Pat.  ejus  an.  memb.  10.  Philipott,  p.  230.  Camden,  p.  i 72. 

' vol.  iv.  tr  made 
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made  choice  of  him  as  one  of  the  knights  companions  *■ 
of  it.  He  retided  here,  after  his  father’s  death,  in 
the  29th  year  of  the  above  reign,k  and  died  in  the 
43d  year  of  it ; lomc  years  after  which  the  Mote  came 
into  the  polfeffion  ot  the  Widviles,  or  VVoodvills,  as 
they  were  vulgarly  called,  who  removed  from  Grafton, 
in  Northampton  (hire,  where  they  had  been  long  let- 
tied,  and  relided  here.  John  de  Wydevill  feems  to 
have  poileffed  this  feat  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  be- 
ing fheriff  of  Northampton,  and  governor  of  the  caf- 
tle  there.  He  died  polfefied  of  this  eftate,  and  is  faid 
to  have  been  buried  on  the  north  lide  the  chancel  of 
Maid  done  church,  where  his  tomb  Hill  remains.  His 
fon,  Richard  de  Wydevill  lucceeded  him  in  thofe 
offices,  and  was  afterwards  made  fenefchall  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  conflable  of  the  tower  of  London,  by 
king  Henry  VI.  but  having,  without  licence,  married 
Jaquet  de  Luxembourg,  daughter  of  Peter,  earl  of 
St.  Paul,  and  widow  of  John  duke  of  Bedford,  he  was 
fined  one  thoufand  pounds  for  that  tranfgreffion,  and 
for  livery  of  her  dower.  Notwithftanding  which,  the 
king,  in  his  26th  year,  in  recompence  of  his  fervices, 
in  the  wars  in  France,  created  him  a baron,  by  the 
title  of  lord  of  Rivers,  Grafton,  and  De  la  Mote.1 
The  former  of  which  was  not  the  name  of  any  place, 
but  of  an  antient  family,  once  earls  of  Devonfhire ; 
in  confequence  of  which  this  lord  affumed,  in  an  ef- 
cutcheon  of  pretence,  upon  his  own  coat  of  arms,  Ar- 
gent, afefs  and  canton  gules,  the  antient  coat  afcribed 
commonly  to  Baldwin  Rivers,  or  de  Ripariis,  earl  of 
Devonfhire,  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen,  viz.  Gules , 
a griffin  J'egreant  or. 

Richard  lord  Rivers,  continued  firm  to  Henry  Vf. 
during  the  remainder  of  his  reign  j but  after  king 

See  more  of  him,  under  Chiddingftone,  vol.  iii.  of  this  His- 
tory, p.  217. 

1 In  lummons  to  parliament,  anno  27  Henry  IV.  he  is  ftvled 
Richard  Wodvil,  knt.  lord  Rivers.  Cott.  Rec.  p.  637. 
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Edward  had  obtained  the  crown,  and  had  married 
Elizabeth  his  eldeft  daughter,  widow  of  Sir  John 
Grey  of  Groby,  and  made  her  'his  queen,  he  pre- 
fently  forgot  all  his  former  obligations  to  the  houte 
of  Lancalter,  and  had  great  honours  and  trulls  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  king,  who,  in  his  6th  year,  crea- 
ted him  earl  Rivers,  and  made  him  lord  treafurerand 
high  conftable  of  England  3 two  years  after  which, 
being  at  his  feat  at  Grafton,  in  Northampton,  he  was 
there  lurprized  by  the  people,  who  had  tumultuoufly 
aflembled  in  favour  of  king  Henry,  and  being  feized 
by  them,  was  carried  to  Northampton,  and  beheaded 
without  any  form  of  law.  Among  other  figures  of  the 
nobility  of  the  time  was  that  of  this  earl,  painted  in 
a window,  in  Afhford  church,  kneeling  on  a cufhion 
with  his  lurcoat  of  arms,  viz.  of  four  coats,  ift  and 
4th,  Quarterly,  i ft  and  4th,  Rivers  ; 2d  and  3d,  a 
Jpread  eagle  j 2d  and  3d,  vaire , argent  and  azure.  Be- 
hind him  was  the  figure  of  his  wife,  the  duchefs  of 
Bedford,  likewife  kneeling  on  a cufhion,  having  on 
her  gown,  Gules , a lion  rampant  argent , and  before 
him  the  figure  of  his  fon,  the  lord  Scales,  in  a like 
pofture,  having  on  his  furcoat,  fix  efca!lops.m 

Anthony,  his  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  him  in  titles 
and  eftates,  having  in  his  father’s  life  time,  through 
the  king’s  favour,  married  Elizabeth,  foie  daughter 
and  heir  of  Thomas  lord  Scales,  of  Nucals;  he  was 
thereupon  declared  lord  Scales,  and  as  fuch,  had,  anno 
3 Edward  IV.  fummons  to  parliament,  and  in  the 
5th  year  of  it  was  ele&ed  knight  of  the  Garter  ; after 
which  he  had  many  honourable  and  lucrative  pofts 
conferred  on  him,  being  conftituted  governor  of  Ca- 
lais, the  tower  of  Ryefbank,  and  the  caftle  of  Guifnes, 
and  captain  general  of  the  king’s  forces,  both  by  fea 
and  land;  and  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Edward  IV. 

ra  See  an  account  of  him  in  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  ii.  1231,  1232. 
Oott.  Rec.  p.  674. 
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upon  the  creation  of  prince  Edward  to  be  prince  of 
Wales  and  earl  of  Cheftef,  he  was  appointed  his  go- 
vernor, and  at  the  fame  time  chief  butler  of  England 
but  on  the  death  of  king  Edward,  in  1483,  this  earl 
attending  the  young  kingout  of  Wales  towards  Lon- 
don, was  entrapped  by  the  dukes  of  Gloucefter  and 
Buckingham,  at  Northampton,  and  afterwards  fent 
prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  fheriff  Hutton;  from  whence 
they  foon  afterwards  hurried  him  away  to  Pontefract, 
where  he  was  beheaded  as  a traitor,  not  being  luffered 
to  fpcak  to  the  people  in  his  own  vindication.  Leaving 
no  legitimate  ifTue,  Richard  his  brother  fucceeded 
him  in  honours  and  eftates,  the  latter  or  which,  how- 
ever, king  Richard  did  not  fuffer  him  to  enjoy,  but 
made  a grant  of  this  among  the  reft  of  the  late  earl’s 
lands  in  this  county,  to  Robert  Brakenbury,  efq.  on 
whom  he  conferred  the  office  of  conftable  of  the 
Tower,  and  other  favours,  for  his  good  fervices  to  him. 
In  this  ftate  the  Mote  remained  till  the  acceffion  of 
king  Henry  VII.  when  Richard  earl  Rivers  was  put 
in  poffeffion  of  it.  Archbilhop  Morton,  in  the  above 
reign  of  king  Henry  VI  I.  appears  to  have  been  pof- 
fefled  of  lands  within  the  park  here  ; for  by  a codicil 
to  his  laft  teftament,  in  1500,  having  willed  to  Tho. 
Morton,  his  nephew,  all  his  manors  and  lands  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  &c.  he  excepts  certain  lands  within 
the  park  of  the  Mote,  near  Maidftone,  and  the  mill, 
which  he  wills  lhould  remain  to  Chrift  church,  and 
his  fucceffors,  archbifhops,  for  ever,  on  the  conditions 
therein  mentioned.0  The  earl  died  poffeffed  of  it  in 
the  7th  of  that  reign,  without  ifliie,  having  by  his  will 
appointed  lord  Tho. Gray,  marquis  Dorfet,his  nephew, 
his  heir,  to  whom  he  gave  all  his  lands  whatfoever. 
He  foon  afterwards  alienated  this  eftate  to  Sir  Henry 
Wyatt,  of  Alington  caftle,  privy  counfellor,  who  in 

" Dugdale’s  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  231. 
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the  1 5th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII,  procured  his  lands 
in  this  county  to  be  dit  gavel  led  by  an  a<d,  paffied  par- 
ticularly for  that  purpofe  i after  which  this  edate  de- 
fended at  length  to  his  grandl'on,  Sir  Tho.  Wyatt, 
who  in  the  id  year  of  queen  Mary,  having  with  other 
gentlemen  of  note  in  this  county,  raffed  a rebellion, 
on  the  pretence  of  the  queen’s  marriage,  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  being  found  guilty  of  high  trcafon,  was 
executed  that  year.p  On  his  attainder,  the  Mote, 
among  the  red  of  his  edates,  became  confifcatcd  to 
the  crown,  vvhence  it  was  granted  next  year  by  queen 
Mary  to  Hugh  Warham,  of  Southampton,  probably 
only  for  a term,  for  in  the  next  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth it  appears  to  have  been  again  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  and  that  princefs,  in  her  3 id  year,  granted  it 
to  John  Nicholas  and  John  Dixon. q Soon  after  which 
it  came  into  the  podeffiou  of  Sir  William  Rither,  of 
London , who  was  third  fon  of  Edw.  Rither,  of  Low 
Laytom  in  Effex,  and  ferved  the  office  of  lord-mayor 
in  L&do.  He  repaired  this  feat,  and  bequeathed  it  to 
his  daughter  and  coheir,  the  lady  Suian,  then  the  wife 
of  Sir  Thomas  Ctefar,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  ex- 
chequer. He  was  fecond  fon  of  Adelmare,  an  Italian, 
defeeadedof  the  antient  family  of  the  Delmarii  there, 
and  was  phyfician  to  queen  Mary  and  queen  Eliza- 
beth ; the  latter  of  whom,  for  his  great  learning,  gave 
him  the  name  of  Ctelar.  He  left  three  Tons,  Sir  Ju^ 
lius  Ctefar,  mader  of  the  Rolls,  Sir  Thomas  above- 
mentioned,  and  Henry  dean  of  Ely.  The  Ctefars 
bore  for  their  arms,  Argent,  three  rofes  gules , on  a chief 
gules , three  rofes  argent .r  After  the  death  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Ctelar,  his  widow  again  carried  this  ellate  in 
marriage  to  Mr.  Thomas  PhiJipott,  fecond  fon  of 
Sir  John  Philipott,  of  Compton  Walcclin,  in  Hamp- 
Ihire,  whom  fne  like  wife  lurvived,  and  afterwards, 
joining  with  her  elded  fon,  by  her  di  d hufband,  I ho. 

p See  more  of  the  Wyatts,  under  Allington  and  Boxley. 

q Rolls  for  the  fale  of  fee  farm  rents,  temp,  interregni. 

r See  Chaun.  Hilt.  p.  81.  Vifitation  of  the  County  of  Kent. 
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Caffar,  efq.  fold  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  I.  to  Sir  Humphry  Tufton,  who,  in 
1641,  was  created  a baronet,  being  the  fecond  fon 
of  Sir  John  Tufton,  bart.  of  Hothfield,  and  next  bro- 
ther to  Nicholas,  firft  earl  of  Thanet.  He  bore  for 
his  arms,  Sable,  an  eagle  difplayed  ermine , 'within  a 
bordure  argent , with  due  difference.*  He  refided  at 
times  both  here  and  at  Bobbing-place,  at  which  lat- 
ter feat  he  died  in  1659,  anc^  was  there  buried,  being 
fucceeded  by  Sir  John  Tufton,  bart.  his  eldeft  fur- 
viving  fon,  who  refided  at  the  Mote;  but  though  twice 
married,  he  left  iffue  by  neither  of  his  wives,  and  dy- 
ing in  1685,'  was  buried  in  Maidftone  church.  By 
his  will  he  gave  this  feat  and  eftate  to  his  neice,  Tufton 
Wray,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  William  Wray, 
bart.  of  Afhby,  in  Lincolnfhire,  by  Olimpia,  his  fif- 
ter,  and  fhe  alienated  it  to  Sir  John  Marfham,  of 
Whcrne’s-place,  in  Cookftone,  bart.  who  removing 
to  this  feat  of  the  Mote,  died  here  in  1692,  in  which 
year  he  was  fheriff  of  this  county.  His  fon  and  heir, 
Sir  John  Marfham,  bart.  dying  without  iffue,  a few 
years  after  his  father,  the  title,  with  this  feat,  and  the 
reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  countv,  came  to  his  uncle, 
Sir  Robert  Marlham,  of  Bufhey  hall,  in  Hertford- 
fhire,  who  removing  his  refidence  into  Kent,  died  pof- 
leffed  of  the.Mote,  in  1703.  His  only  fon,  Sir  Ro- 
bert Marlham,  bart.  was  on  June  25th,  1716,  created 
a peer,  by  the  title  of  lord  Romney  ; he  refided  at 
the  Mote,  and  died  in  1 72 4, leaving  by  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel, 
afterwards  remarried  to  John  lord  Carmichael,  on  the 
death  of  his  father,  earl  of  Hyndford,  an  only  fon  and 
heir,  Robert,  and  two  daughters,  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried in  1741,  to  Sir  Jacob  Bouverie,  afterwards  created 
viicount  Folkeftone;  and  Harriott,  who  died  unmar- 
ked at  Boxley,  in  1796  ; Robert  the  fon,  fucceeding 
. his  father  as  lord  Romney,  was  F.R.S.  and  LL.D. 

Guill.  Herald,  part.  u.  194,  1 Coll.  Peer.  vol.  iii.  p.  280. 
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prefident  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  and  a licut.  colonel 
of  the  weftern  regiment  of  the  militia  of  this  county. 
In  1724,  he  married  Prifcilla,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of 
Charles  Pym,  efq.  of  the  ifiand  of  St.  Chriftopher,  by 
whom  he  had  ten  children,  of  whom  only  fix  furvived 
him,  viz.  two  fons,  the  Hon.  Charles  Marlham,  now 
lord  Romney,  and  Jacob,  LL.D.  in  holy  orders,  now 
of  Aldington,  near  Maidftone,  who  married  the  only 
daughter  of  John  Bullock,  efq.  of  Caversfield,  in 
Buckinghamlhirej  the  four  daughters  were,  Prifcilla, 
Elizabeth,  Frances,  and  Charlotte,  the  latter  of  whom 
married  John  Coker,  efq.  and  died  at  the  Mote,  in 
1794.  Robert  lord  Romney  died  at  the  Mote,  in 
1793,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  only  furviving  fort, 
the  Hon.  Charles  Marlham,  member  for  this  county 
in  three  fucceflive  parliaments;  who  in  1776,  mar- 
ried lady  Frances  Wyndham,  lifter  of  the  carl  of  Egre* 
mont,  fince  deceafed,by  whom  he  has  one  Ion,  Charles, 
and  three  daughters,  Francis,  Harriet,  and  Amelia 
Charjot te.  Lord  Romney  has  lately  pulled  down  the 
antient  feat  of  the  Mote,  and  has  rebuilt  it,  though 
at  no  great  diftance,  yet  in  a much  more  eligible  ftt-ua- 
tion,  in  the  park,  which  is  richly  ornamented  with 
the  foilage  of  threading  oaks,  of  a large  fize,  and  com- 
manding  a moil  pleating  view  of  the  neighbouring 
county.  He  now  refides  in  it,  and  is  the  prefent  lord 
lieutenant  of  this  county.  He  bears  for  his  arms. 
Argent , a lion  pajfant  in  bend , gules , between  two  bend ■> 
lets,  azure  ; for  hh>  ere  ft,  on  a wreath  a lion' s head 
erafed , gules  ; and  for  his  fupporters,  two  lions  azure , 
femee  of  crofs  croflets , gorged , with  naval  crowns,  or. 

At  a ffnall  diftance  fouthward  from  the  Mote  park 
lies  the  manor  of  Goulds,  and  an  eftate  called 
Shepway-court,  both  which  formerly  belonged 
to  a family  named  Vinter,  who  refided  at  Vinters,  in 
the  adjoining  parifh  of  Boxley.  Roger  Vinter  was 
one  of  the  confervators  of  the  peace  tor  this  county, 
in  the  18th  year  of  king  Edward  111.  and  then  pof- 
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fefled  thefe  eftates,  and  on  his  founding  the  chantry  in 
Maidftone  church,  fince  called  by  the  name  of  Gould's 
chantry , about  the  40th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  he 
endowed  it  with  the  revenues  of  them,  for  thefupport 
of  the  prieft  performing  divine  offices  there. 

On  the  fuppreffion  of  this  chantry,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  the  manor  of  Goulds  was  granted  to 
John  Deuntley,  to  hold  of  the  king  in  capite  by  knight’s 
fervice.  After  which  it  palled  into  the  name  of 
Blague,  and  John  Blague  died  pofiefled  of  it  in  the  5th 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  holding  it  by  the  like  fervice. 
His  defcendant,  Henry  Blague,  in  the  20th  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  alienated  the  manor  of  Goulds,  with 
its  appurtenances,  in  Maidftone  and  Shefford,  to  Tho- 
mas Hendfley,  alias  Hendlebery,  and  Anne  his  wife. 
Thomas  Hendfley  was  at  that  time  like  wife  pofiefled 
of  Shepye-court,  in  Maidftone,  which  had  been  granted 
by  king  Henry  VIII.  at  the  fuppreffion  of  the  chantry, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  AUyngton,  who  in  the  32'd 
year  of  that  reign,u  had  again  exchanged  it  with  that 
king. 

One  of  1 homas  Hendley’s  defcendants  pafled  away 
both  thele  eftates  to  Andrews ; from  which  name  they 
were  fold  to  Sir  Humphry  Tufton,  bart.  afterwards  of 
the  Mote,  as  above-mentioned,  fince  which  they  have 
pafled  in  like  manner  as  that  feat  to  the  right  hon. 
Charles,  lord  Romney,  who  is  the  prefent  pofleflbrof 
both  Goulds  and  Shepye-court. 

Bigons,  alias  Di  go  ns,  was  once  a feat  of  lome  note 
in  this  pariffi,  and  was  the  relidence  of  a family  of  the 
name  of  Mapelylden ; one  of  which,  Edward  Mape- 
lylden,  or  Digons,  is  mentioned  in  a deed  of  the  25th 
year  of  king  Edward  Ill’s  reign,  and  in  his  defcendants 
it  continued  down  to  George  Maplefden  ; and  in  the 
V ifttation  of  Kent,  anno  1 6 1 9,  is  a pedigree  of  this 
family,  which  about  this  time  leparated  into  two 

- Hroiled  in  the  Augtn.  off.  July  20th  following. 
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branches,  one  of  which  fettled  at  Rochefter,  and  the 
other,  being  the  younger,  continued  at  Maid  Hone.  A 
defcendant  of  one  of  them  remained  at  Shorne,  near 
Rochefter,  within  thefe  few  years,  pofiefied  of  a good 
fortune,  and  was  a juftice  of  the  peace  for  this  county. 
They  bore  for  their  arms,  Sable , a crofs  formee  fitchec 
argent.  But  George  Maplefden  above  mentioned  hav- 
ing engaged  in  the  troubles  ftirred  up  by  Sir  Thomas 
Wyatt,  in  the  1 ft  year  of  queen  Mary,  forfeited  this 
feat  to  the  crown,  whence  it  was  foon  afterwards 
granted  to  Nicholas  Barham,  t'fq.  afterwards  lerjeant-at- 
law,  the  fon  of  Richard  Barham,  of  Wadhurft,  in  Suf- 
fex,  defeended  of  a branch  of  thofe  of  Berham-court, 
in  Teflon.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent , three  bears 
fable , muzzled  or  on  a fefs  gules,  a fleur  de  Us , betzveen 
f<Wo  martlets  of  the  fecond?  He  much  improved  it 
with  additional  buildings.  His  fon  and  heir,  Arthur 
Barham,  paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  Henry  Haule,  de- 
feended from  Thomas  de  Aula  or  Haule,  of  Wye,  and 
bore  forliis  arms,  Or,  on  a Jaltier  fable , five  mullets , 
or?  He  refided  here,  and  married  Jane,  the  fecond 
daughter  of  Richard  Bering,  efq.  of  Pluckley,  by 
whom  he  had  two  fons,  Henry  anu  George  ■,  the.  former 
of  whom  pofteffed  this  feat  on  his  father’s  death,  and 
foon  afterwards  alienated  it  to  Sir  Francis  Bafnham,  of 
Hollingbourne/  who  improved  it  much.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sampfon  Lennard,  efq.  by 
whom  he  had  feveral  children  ; of  whom  Dacre,  the 
elded  fon,  dying  unmarried,  Robert,  his  fecond  fon, 
became  his  heir,  and  alienated  this  houfe,  foon  after  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  to  Walter  Franklvn,  who  fold 
it  to  Mr.  Beale,  of  London,  as  he  did  afterwards  to 
Griffith  Hatley,  M.  D.  the  fifth  fon  of  John  Hatley, 
citizen  of  London,  who  was  defeended  of  a good  fa- 
mily at  Goldington,  in  Bedfordlhire.  His  epitaph  is 

w Vifitation  of  county  Kent,  1619,  pedigree  of  Barham. 

x Ibid,  pedigree  Haule.  y See  Holiingbourne. 
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remaining  in  the  chancel  of  Maidftone  church,  and  his 
arms,  Azure , a j'word  in  bend  between  tzvo  mullets 
pierced,  or.  He  died  pofiefled  of  this  houfe  in  1710, 
fmce  which  it  has  continued  in  the  fame  name  and  fa- 
mily to  the  prefent  time,  being  now  the  property  of 
James  Hatley,  efq.  of  Iplwich,  in  Suffolk. 

The  antient  fcite  ofDigons  is  in  Knight- riders-ftreet, 
it  wap  lately  a boarding  l'diool  for  young  ladies. 

Jordan’s  hall,  was  once  a feat  of  fome  note  in 
this  town,  fituated  in  Stone-ftreet,  and  antiently  af- 
forded both  name  and  refidence  to  a family  of  that 
name.  From  the  Jordan’s  it  pafied  by  fale  to  one  of 
the  family  of  Roper,  of  St.  Dunftan’s,  near  Canter- 
bury, in  which  it  continued  till  John  Roper  alienated  it 
about  the  36th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  to  Edward 
and  William  Brouch,  of  Berfted,  who  quickly  after 
parted  with  their  intereft  in  it  to  Atwood,  from  which 
name  it  was  fold  to  Peirce,  and  thence  again  to  Cook, 
who  foon  afterwards  conveyed  it  to  Crooke,  where 
after  it  had  (laid  fome  fhort  time  it  was  pafTed  by  fale 
to  Potkin,  defcended  from  thofe  of  that  name  at  Se- 
venoke.  Their  arms  were,  Argent , on  a fefs  between 
three  talbots  gules , three  lozenges  or. 

From  the  Potkins,  by  a daughter  and  coheir,  this 
houfe  was  carried  in  marriage  to  Virgo,  who  about  the 
latter  end  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  fold  it  to  Lau- 
rence Wafhington,  efq.  a juftice  of  the  peace,  and  re- 
gister of  the  court  of  chancery,  defcended  from  the 
Wafhingtons,  antiently  of  Wafhington,  in  Durham. 
He  alienated  it  to  Godwin,  from  whence  it  came  by 
purchafe  to  be  the  inheritance  of  Crifpe,  who  about  the 
beginning  of  king  Charles  I’s  reign,  fold  it  to  Smith.2 
One  of  which  name,  Jane  Smith,  in  1644,  conveyed  this 
houfe  to  Margaret  Wood,  by  the  defeription  of  a mef- 
fuage,  with  outhoufes,  &c.  called  Jordan’s-hall,  with  a 
garden  in  Maidftone,  over  againft  the  dwelling- houfe 

z Philipott,  p,  229.  Newton’s  Hift.  of  Maidftone,  p.  151. 
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of  the  lady  Sackville,  together  with  all  the  quit-rents 
belonging  to  it,  out  of  certain  tenements  in  Stone-ftreet; 
fince  which  this  feat  has  not  only  loft  its  name,  but  from 
its  being  divided  into  frnall  tenements  of  little  account, 
has  fo  dwindled  into  obfcurity,  that  neither  the  fcite  of 
it,  nor  the  proprietors  can  be  traced  at  this  time  with 
any  certainty. 

Shales-court  is  a manor  in  the  fouthern  part  of 
this  parifh,  which  was  antiently  the  inheritance  of  the 
noted  family  of  Fremingham  ; one  of  whom,  John  de 
Fremingham,  died  polfefled  of  it  in  the  23d  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  Flis  defcendant  John,  fon  of  Sir 
Ralph  de  Fremingham,  ofLoofe,  died  in  the  12th 
year  of  king  Henry  IV ’s  reign,  leaving  no  ifiue  by 
Alice  his  wife,  his  feoffees  affigned  it  over,  according 
to  the  directions  of  his  will,  to  John,  fon  of  Reginald 
de  Pimpe,  who  died  po  Hefted  of  Shales  manor  in  the 
9th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  and  in  his  defendants  it 
conti  nuecEdown  to  Reginald  de  Pimpe,  who  died  in 
the  23d  year  of  king  Henry  VIIFs  reign.  His  heirs 
alienated  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allyngton-caftle, 
and  privy- counfellor  to  king  Henry  VII f.  who  in  the 
32d  year  of  that  reign,2  exchanged  the  manor  and  lord- 
ihip  of  Shales-court,  with  the  king,  which  was  granted 
by  king  Edward  VI.  in  his  firft  year,  to  Sir  Walter 
Hendley,  ferjeant-at-law,  together  with  the  manor  of 
Oldborough,  and  other  premifes,  fituated  in  Oldbo- 
rough  and  Maidftone,  late  parcel  of  the  poffeffions  ot 
Thomas,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  to  hold  in  capite 
by  knight’s  fervicc.”  He  died  in  the  6th  year  of  that 
reign,  leaving  three  daughters  his  coheirs,  and  on  the 
divifion  made  between  them  of  their  inheritance,  the 
manor  of  Shales-court  feems  to  have  been  allotted  to 
Elizabeth,  the  eldeft  daughter,  widow  of  William  Wal- 
ler, efq.  of  Groombridge,  but  then  the  wife  of  George 

4 Inrolled  in  the  Augtn.  off.  July  20th  following.  Box  A.  55. 

^ Augtn.  oiF.  Inrolments,  F.  49.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  5. 

Fane, 


goo  TOWN  AND  PARISH  OF 

Fane,  who  died  poftefied  of  it  in  the  9th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  and  was  buried  at  Brenchky,  in  this  county. 

On  her  death  this  manor  defcendcd  to  her  ion,  by 
her  firft  huiband,  Sir  Walter  Waller,  who  in  the  17th 
year  of  the  fame  reign,  alienated  it  to  Walter  Hendley, 
of  Courfehourne,  in  Cranbrooke,  and  Elizabeth  his 
wire  ;c  in  whole  defendants  it  continued  till  the  reign 
of  king  Charles  II.  when  it  was  in  the  pofreffion  of 
Sir  1 homas  Hendley,  of  Courfehourne.  Soon  after 
which  it  was  alienated  to  Sir  John  Banks,  bart.  of 
Aylesford,  who  died  in  1699,  leaving  two  daughters 
his  coheirs ; one  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  marrying  He- 
neage  Finch,  fecond  fon  of  Heneage,  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, he  in  her  right,  on  the  partition  of  her  father’s 
eftates,  became  entitled  to  it,  and  was,  in  1 703,  created 
baron  of  Guernfey,  and  in  1714,  earl  of  Aylesford ; 
and  his  great-grandfon,  the  right  hon.  Heneage  Finch, 
earl  of  Aylesford,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  this  manor. 
The  manor-houfe  is  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Pope,  and  Hands  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  town 
of  Maidftone,  at  the  fourh-weft  corner  of  the  lane  lead- 
ing from  Maidftone  to  Tovil. 

Chillingston  is  a manor  in  this  par  ilia,  the  man- 
fion  of  which  was  fituated  near  St.  Faith’s-green,  in 
this  town.  It  was  antiendy  part  of  the  poffeftions  of 
the  eminent  family  of  Cob  ham,  of  Cobham,  in  this 
county;  one  of  which,  John  de  Cobham,  procured  a 
charter  of  free-warren  for  this  manor,  among  the  reft 
of  his  lands  in  this  county,  in  the  17th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  Soon  after  which  it  pa  fled  to  the  Ma- 
plefdens,  of  Digons,  in  this  town,  as  appears  by  the 
court- rolls  and  deeds  of  this  manor;  in  which  name  it 
continued  till  George  Maplefden,  having  engaged  in 
the  rebellion  ftirred  up  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  in  the 
1 ft  year  of  queen  Mary,  forfeited  it,  to  the  crown, 
whence  it  was  foon  afterwards  granted  to  Sir  Walter 

Rot.  Elck.  ejus  an.  pt.  2.  Philipott,  p.  22.9. 
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Hendley,  who  not  long  after  alienated  his  intereft  in  it 
to  Nicholas  Barham,  efq.  afterwards  ferjeant-at-law, 
whofe  fon  and  heir,  Arthur  Barham,  palled  it  away  by 
fale  to  Henry  Haule,  of  Digons  above-mentioned, 
whofe  youngeft  grandfon,  George  Haule,  died  about 
1650,  without  iffue,  leaving  his  filler,  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried to  Sir  Thomas  Taylor,  bart.  his  heir. 

They  joined  in  the  lale  of  this  eftate  of  Chillington, 
for  it  had  now  loft  the  reputation  of  a manor,  to  Sir 
John  Beale,  bart.  of  Farningham,  who  left  two  daugh- 
ters, his  coheirs  ;d  and  on  the  partition  of  their  inhe- 
ritance, this  eftate  fell  to  the  lhare  of  Elizabeth,  the 
youngeft,  married  to  William  Emerton,  efq.  of  Chip- 
lied,  and  they  joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to  Robert  South- 
gate,  fruiterer,  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  refided  in 
it,  and  afterwards,  about  the  year  1746,  paficd  it  away 
by  fale  to  David  Fuller,  of  Maidftone,  attorney-at-law, 
and  he  dying^without  iffue  devifed  it  by  his  will  to' his 
widow,  who  at  her  deceafe  in  1775,  gave  it  to  her  re- 
relation, William  Stacy,  efq.  now  of  Canterbury,  and 
he  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  this  manfton,  which,  as 
well  in  fize  and  other  refpe&s,  retains  many  marks  of 
its  antient  ftate. 

The  manor  of  East-lane,  fo  called  from  its 
fituation  in  this  town,  was  formerly  part  of  the  poffef- 
fions  of  the  priory  of  Leeds,  and  continued  fo  till  the 
diffolution  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when 
the  priory  being  furrendered  with  all  its  pofieflions  into 
the  king’s  hands,  who  by  his  dotation  charter  under  his 
great  leal  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  it  on  his  new  eredted 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom  it  lemains 

at  this  time.  . . 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  the  junuhclion 
of  which  extends  over  twenty- five  tenements  in  Eaft- 
lane  and  Middle-row,  in  Maidftone,  which  pay  quit- 
rents  to  it. 


The  , 


d See  Fariiiugham,  vol.  2d  of  this  billory,  p.  5!7* 


^02  TOWN  AND  PARISH  OF 

The  Park-house  was  a pleafant  feat,  fituated  near 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  road  to  Rochefter,  about  half  a mile 
northward  from  the  town  of  Maidftone.  The  eftate 
of  it  leems  to  have  been  formerly  part  of  the  poflefTions 
of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  to  have  been  purchafed 
of  archbifhop  Cranmer,  by  king  Henry  VIII.  at  which 
time  it  was  in  the  occupation  of  Sir  Anthony  Knevet, 
and  afterwards  by  leafe  from  the  king,  in  his  34th  year 
of  William  Smith,  by  the  defcription  of  the  land  and 
pafture  called  Le  Parky  in  this  parilh.  When  it  was 
granted  away  from  the  crown  I have  not  found,  but  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  it  was  in  the  pofieflion  of 
Sir  Thomas  Taylor,  bart.  who  refided  here,  being  de- 
fended from  thofe  of  Willfborough,  whole  anceftor 
was  John  Taylor,  of  the  Homeftall,  in  Shadoxhurft, 
which  was  their  original  refidence,  bearing  for  their 
arms,  Argent , on  a chief  fable , two  boars  heads  couped 
of  the  field.  In  1664  he  was  created  a baronet,  and 
died  next  year,  leaving  one  Ion,  Sir  Thomas  Taylor, 
bart.  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  this  eftate,  and  refided 
at  Park-houfe.  He  mariied  Alicia,  fifter  and  at  length 
heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Colepepyr,  bart.  of  Aylesford,  but 
died  without  iflue.6  His  heirs  fold  it  about  the  year 
1735  to  James  Calder,  efq.  whole  anceftor,  James 
Calder,  of  Muertowm,  in  Scotland,  was  created  a ba- 
ronet of  that  kingdom  in  168 6.  He  refided  here,  and 
on  the  death  of  his  father  took  upon  him  the  title  of 
baronet,  and  died  in  1774,  having  married  firft,  Alice, 
youngeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  admiral  Hughes,  by 
whom  he  left  furviving  Henry,  the  late  baronet,  of 
whom  hereafter,  and  Robert,  of  the  royal  navy,  who 
married  the  daughter  of  John  Mitchell,  efq.  late  M.  P. 
for  Bofton,  and  a daughter  Alithea,  married  to  Robert 
Roddam,  efq.  admiral  of  the  royal  navy.  He  married 
fecondly,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Wentworth  Odiarne, 
efq.  by  whom  he  had  no  ifiue,  fhe  died  in  1776.  Sir 

* See  more  of  this  family  tinder  Shadoxhurft. 
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Henry  Calder,  bart.  the  Ton,  was  a general  in  the  army. 
He  rebuilt  this  feat  at  no  great  diftance,  though  within 
Boxley  parilh,  in  a much  more  eligible  fituation.  He 
married  firft  Elizabeth,  youngeft  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Auguftine  Earle,  elq.  of  Heydon,  in  Norfolk,  who 
died  in  1786;  and  he  married  fecondly  the  daughter  of 
admiral  Olborne,  and  died  in  1792,  leaving  by  his  fe- 
cond  wife  an  infant  fon,  the  prefent  Sir  Henry  Calder, 
bart.  to  whom  the  inheritance  of  this  feat  now  belongs. 

Great  Buckland  manor  is  fituated  on  the  other 
or  weftern  fide  of  the  river  Medway,  opposite  the 
town  of  Maidftone,  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  It  is  called 
fo  corruptly  for  Bocland , no  doubt  from  the  tenure  of 
it.  In  the  time  of  the  Saxons  fuch  land  was  hereditary, 
and  paflfed  by  deed,  and  was  held  by  the  Thanes,  or  no- 
bler fort,  and  it  has  the  addition  of  Great , to  diftinguifh. 
it  from  other  parts  of  this  eftate,  now  in  the  poftefiion 
of  different  owners ; all  which  were  antiently  part  of 
the  demefnes  of  a family  which  took  its  name  from 
hence. 

Buckland  was  originally  granted  by  Hubert  Walter, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  reign  of  king  John, 
to  Alan  de  Bocland,  by  the  defcription  of  one  yoke, 
and  ten  acres  of  land,  with  its  appurtenances  in  Maid- 
ftone, to  hold  in  frank-fee,  and  not  in  gavelkind,  as 
they  had  been  held  before.  His  grandfon,  Walter  de 
Boclaunde,  held  this  eftate  in  the  55th  year  of  icing 
Henry  III.  anno  1270.  A nuper  obiit  was  brought  in 
the  above  year  before  the  juftices  itinerant,  by  Alan  de 
Boclaund,  againft  his  elder  brother  Walter,  above- 
mentioned,  for  a moiety  of  this  eftate,  the  tenure  of 
the  fame  having  been  changed  by  the  archbifhop,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  chapter  of  Canterbury.  But  this 
plea  was  over-ruled,  and  judgment  palled  for  the  de- 
fendant/ Elis  defeendant,  John  de  Bocland,  died  poi- 

f Itin.  Kane.  Rot.  61  in  dori'o.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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felled  of  it  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  and  was 
fucceeded  in  it  by  his  fon,  Sir  John  de  Bocland,  a per- 
foil  of  fome  note  in  that  reign.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  IV.  Buckland  was  become  part  of  the  poffef- 
fions  of  the  college  of  St.  Mary  and  All  Saints,  of 
Maidftone,  founded  by  arch  bid) op  Courtney  in  the  19th 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  where  it  continued  till  the 
clilfolution  of  this  houfe  by  the  adt  of  the  firft  year  of 
kins;  Edward  VI.  when  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  and  that  king,  in  his  3d  year  granted  the  feite 
of  this  college,6  and  like  wife  certain  lands  and  tene- 
ments, late  parcel  of  the  above  college,  called  North 
and  South  Buckland  fin  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Smith, 
who,  as  appears  by  the  Vifitation  of  Kent,  anno  1619, 
where  there  is  a pedigree  of  him,  bore  for  his  arms, 
Barry  of  fix , or  and  fable , in  chief,  three  crojjes  pat  tee, 
fitchee  of  the  J'econd)  to  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cob- 
ham,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice. 

His  grandfon  Henry,  lord  Cobham,  being  attainted 
for  treafon  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  I.  forfeited  all 
his  eftates  to  the  crown  ; two  years  after  which  an  a<ft 
palTed  for  eftablifhing  the  fame  in  the  crown,  with  a 
confirmation  of  all  grants  made  by  the  king.  But  this 
eftate  of  Buckland  being  fettled  in  jointure  upon  the 
lady  Frances,  wife  of  the  lord  Cobham,  was  upon  his 
death  granted  to  her,  and  the  reverfion  to  Sir  Robert 
Cecil,  earl  of  Salilbury,  fon  of  the  famous  William, 
lord  Burleigh,  by  his  fecond  wife,  who  had  married 
Elizabeth,  fifeer  of  the  above  mentioned  unfortunate 
lord  Cobham. 

Robert,  earl  of  Salilbury,  died  in  1612,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  titles  and  eftate  by  William,  his  only  fon 
and  heir,  who,  about  the  year  1618,  alienated  this  eftate 
to  feveral  perfons ; that  part-  of  it  fince  called  Great 
Buckland,  with  the  manor,  was  fold  to  William  Horfe- 
poole,  elq.  defeended  from  John  Horfcpoole,  of  Lei- 

1 See  Tan.  Mon.  p.  224.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  4. 
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cefterlhire.  They  bore  for  their  arms.  Sable , on  a 
chevron  argent  three  lions  heads  erafed .h  He  afterwards 
palled  it  away  by  file  to  Thomas  Englilh,  efq.  of  Sul- 
fex,  who  refided  here,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Sable, 
three  lions  pajjant,  argent.  His  fon,  Thomas  Englilh, 
efq.  poflelfed  Great  Buckland  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.  about  the  latter  end  of  which,  he  alienated 
it  to  Sir  John  Banks,  bart.  of  Aylesford,  who  died  in 
1699,  leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  viz.  Eliza- 
beth, married  to  Heneage  Finch,  fecond  fon  of  He- 
neage,  earl  of  Nottingham  ; and  Mary,  married  to 
John  Savil,  efq.  of  Methley,  in  Yorkfhire. 

On  the  divifion  of  the  inheritance  of  whofe  two 
daughters  and  coheirs,  this  eftate  of  Buckland,  with 
others  at  Aylesford,  and  ellewhere  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, was  allotted  to  Elizabeth  the  eldeft,  married  to 
Heneage  Finch,  elq.  who  was  in  1703  created  baron  of 
Guernley,  and  in  1714,  earl  of  Aylesford,  in  this 
county;  and  his  great  grandfon,  the  right  hon.  Heneage 
Finch,  earl  of  Aylesford,1  is  the  prelent  poflefl'or  of 
this  manor. 

Another  part  of  Buckland  fince  known  by  the 
name  of  Little  Buckland  leems,  about  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  to  have  come  into 
the  pofielhon  of  Elizabeth  vifeountefs  Maidftone,  and 
countefs  of  Winchelfea,  in  whofe  defeendants  it  conti- 
nued till  Heneage  Finch,  fourth  earl  of  Winchelfea, k 
in  1720,  alienated  it  to  Sir  Robert  Marfham,  bart. 
lord  Romney,  whofe  grandfon,  the  right  hon.  Charles, 
lord  Romney,1  is  the  prelent  polfelfor  of  it. 

There  is  ftill  another  part  of  Buckland  known 
likewife  by  the  fame  name  of  Little  Buckland, 
which  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  was  become  the 
property  of  John  Fletcher,  gent,  who  fold  it  to  Chrif- 

h See  Vifitation  county  of  Kent,  1619.  Pedigree  Horfepoole. 

1 See  the  priory  in  Aylesford.  k See  Eaftwell. 

1 See  more  of  the  family  of  Marfham,  above. 
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tophcr  Vane,  lord  Barnard,  who  died  in  1723,  leaving 
two  Tons,  Gilbert,  who  iucceeded  him  in  title,  and  in 
his  eftates  in  the  north  of  England  ; and  W illiam,  who 
pofiefled  his  father’s  feat  of  Fairlawn,  and  the  reft  of 
his  eftates  in  this  county,  and  was  in  172.0,  created  vif- 
countVane,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  died  at 
his  feat  at  Fairlawn,  in  1734,  leaving  an  only  Ion  Wil- 
liam, vifcount  Vane,  who  at  his  death  in  1789,  /.  p. 
deviled  this,  among  his  other  eftates,  to  David  Papil- 
lon,  efq.  of  Acrife,  and  he  is  the  prefent  owner  of 
this  eftate. 

At  the  weftern  extremity  of  this  parilh,  at  no  great 
diltance  from  Eaft  Farleigh  bridge,  lies  an  eftate, 
commonly  called  Halfway  Oke , formerly  accounted  a 
manor,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Half  Yoke , which 
was  antiently  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  eminent  fa- 
mily of  Fremingham,  and  palled  from  thence,  for  want 
of  heirs  male,  to  the  Pimpes,  and  from  them  to  the 
Illeys,  of  Sundridge. 

Sir  Henry  Ifley  pofiefled  this  manor  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  VI.  and  procured  his  lands  in  this  county 
to  be  difgavelled  by  the  a6t  palled  in  the  2d  and  3d 
year  of  it.  Being  concerned  in  the  rebellion  raifed  by 
Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mary,  he 
was  attainted,  and  his  lands  became  forfeited  to  the 
crown.  In  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  Andrew  Vi- 
deon,  clerk  of  the  papers  of  the  king’s  bench,  fon  of 
Andrew  Videon,  of  Cliff,  was  pofiefled  of  Half  Yoke, 
and  refided  at  it.  He  was  delcended  of  a family  of 
good  antiquity  and  repute  in  this  county,  and  was  one 
among  the  many  who  fuftered  very  much  for  his  loyalty 
to  king  Charles  I.  and  IT.  during  the  time  of  thole 
troubles  which  he  lived  to  furvive,  and  Sir  Edward 
Walker,  knight  of  the  garter,  granted  to  him  by  pa- 
tent, in  1664,  the  following  coat  of  arms,  Ermine , on 
a bend  vert , three  rojes  argent , barbed  and  feeded ,0,  or. 

m Guill.  p.  120.  Harl.  MSS.  No.  1172,  76. 
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After  this  name  was  extintt  here,  this  eftate  became 
of  blit  little  account,  and  was  no  longer  reputed  a ma- 
nor, and  it  feems  to  have  been  alienated  to  different 
perfons  ; part  of  it  paffed  into  the  name  of  French, 
from  which  it  was  fold  to  Mr.  Fowle,  of  Fant,  the  pre- 
fent  owner  of  it ; another  part  of  it,  after  fome  inter- 
mediate time,  became  the  property  of  the  Harris’s,  of 
Fall  Farleigh,  the  laft  of  whom  Thomas  Harris,  gent, 
afterwards  of  Eaft  Barming,  died  unmarried  in  1769, 
and  by  his  will  gave  his  part  of  this  eftate  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Dorman,  who  is  the  prefent  pofieffor  of  it. 

The  hamlet  of  Luddington,  antiently  called 
Lodingford ,from  the  ford  over  the  river  at  it,  is  efteemed 
to  be  within  the  parifh  of  Maidftone,  although  two 
other  parifhes  intervene,  viz.  Linton  and  Loofe.  It 
lies  near  Style-bridge,  in  the  high  road  to  Marden  and 
Staplehurft.  The  manor  of  it  was  lately  in  the  poffef- 
fion  of  owners  of  the  name  of  Piggott,  in  which  it  re- 
mained till  Mrs.  Mary  Piggott  marrying  William  Forf- 
ter,  D.  D.  intitled  him  jointly  to  her  intereft  in  it, 
which  manor  they  continue  to  hold  at  this  time. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  5th  year,  granted  to 

Parker  all  that  ruinated  houfe,  called  the  Old  Place , in 
Maidftone,  with  its  appurtenances. 

Archbishop  Boniface,  about  the. year  1260,  anno 
45  king  Henry  III.  built  a college , or  hofpital  for  poor 
travellers,"  in  the  Weft  Borough,  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  Medway,  oppofite  the  town.  It  was  dedicated  to 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  was  called  the  hospital 
of  the  new  work  of  Pr estes hel l e,  in  Meydejtanef 
and  in  procefs  of  time  the  newerk. 

Archbifbop  Walter  Reynolds,  about  the  year  131J, 
appropriated  to  this  hofpital  the  churches  of  Sutton  by 
Dover,  Lillington  alias  Linton,  and  Eaft  Farleigh,  in 
this  county. 

“ Tan.  Mon.  p.  224.  Somn  Cant.  p.  128.  Newton,  p.  3 f. 

0 Regift.  Ecclef.  Chrifti  Cant.  Cart.  1589, 
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In  the  19th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  anno  1395, 
archbifhop  William  de  Courtney  intending  to  make 
the  parifh  church  of  St.  Mary  of  Maidftone  collegiate, 
obtained  the  king’s  licence,  dated  at  his  caflle  of  Ledes, 
Auguft  2,  that  year,  to  ereft  that  church  into  a col- 
lege, and  to  effablifh  it  as  a college  for  ever,  to  confifl: 
of  one  mafter  or  keeper,  and  as  many  fellow  chaplains, 
and  other  minifters  in  it,  with  licence  to  the  archbifhop, 
to  aflign  to  them  the  advowfon  and  patronage  of  this 
parifh  church,  and  the  chapels  annexed  to  it,  then  held 
of  the  king  in  capite>  to  hold  of  the  archbifhop  and  his 
fuccefifors,  in  free,  pure  and  perpetual  alms  appropriated 
to  them,  as  part  of  their  maintenance  for  ever.  And 
he  further  granted,  that  the  archbifhop  might  aflign  the 
hofpital  of  the  apoftles  Peter  and  Paul  of  the  New 
Work  of  Maidftone,  and  all  the  pofiefiions  of  it,  with 
their  appurtenances,  and  alfo  the  advowfons  of  the 
churches  of  Suttone,  Lillingtone,  and  Farlegh  to  the 
hofpital  appropriated,  and  then  of  the  king’s  patronage, 
all  which  were  held  in  like  manner  of  the  king  in  ca- 
pite , to  the  faid  mafter  and  chaplains,  to  hold  of  the 
archbifhop  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms  for  ever ; and 
that  the  archbifhop  might  unite,  incorporate,  and  an- 
nex the  hofpital,  and  all  the  pofleflions  of  it,  with  their 
appurtenances,  to  the  mafter  and  chaplains,  to  the  better 
maintenance  of  them,  provided,  that  the  alms  accuf- 
tomed  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  in  the  hofpital,  fhould 
be  continued  there  for  their  maintenance  in  future 
times,  &c.p 

To  the  above  appropriations  Adam  Mottrum,  arch- 
deacon of  Canterbury,  gave  his  aflfent ; and  the  next 
year  the  king  granted  to  them  by  his  letters  patent,  the 
advowfon  of  the  church  of  Crundale,  together  with 
the  reverlion  of  Tremworth  and  Fannes,  in  free,  pure 
and  perpetual  alms  for  ever,  and  in  his  21ft  year  he 
granted  them  other  lands  and  tenements,  and  king 

P Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  132.  Batt.  Somn.  part  ii.  p.  156. 
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Henry  IV.  in  his  i ft  year,  confirmed  the  lafl  grant  of 
king  Richard  II.  of  the  above  advovvfon  and  manors, 
by  mfpeximus ; and  in  the  8 th  year  of  his  reign,  he 
confirmed  to  them  the  licence  granted  by  king  Ri- 
chaid,  to  purchafe  lands  and  tenements,  of  the  real 
yeaily  value  of  forty  pounds,  fo  that  the  fame  were  not 
held  in  capite.  And  further,  being  willing;  that  the  faid 
grant  fhould  have  all  due  effect,  he  granted  his  licence 
to  Richard  Lentwardyn  and  John  Harlegh,  clerks,  to 
give  and  aflign  to  the  faid  matter  and  college,  the  ma- 
nor of  Wight refham,  with  other  lands  and  tenements, 
and  their  appurtenances,  in  Mavdeltone,  l .ofe,  Boxele, 
and  Hoo,  which  were  not  held  of  him,  to  hold  to  them 
and  their  fucceflors,  as  the  value  of  fifty  marcs  per  an- 
num, in  full  fatisra&ion  of  the  faid  forty  pounds  of 
lands,  tenements,  &c. 

Archbifhop  Courtney  eredted  the  college  and  build- 
ings for  the  habitation  of  the  matter  and  other  mem- 
bers, and  for  the  other  ufes  of  it,  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
adjoining  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  cemetery  of  his 
church,  and  as  he  died  the  year  after  he  had  obtained 
the  king’s  licence  for  the  founding  his  college,  it  is 
moft  probable  the  buildings  of  it  had  been  begun  fonie 
time  before,  for  it  feems  to  have  been  finifhed  in  his 
life-time,  as  were  the  alterations  he  made  in  thechurch 
for  the  convenience  of  the  members  of  his  new  college, 
which,  as  well  as  the  church,  he  dedicated  anew  to  All 
Saints.  To  defray  the  charge  of  all  which,  the  arch- 
bifhop procured  a bull  to  colled:  for  that  purpofe  four- 
pence  in  the  pound  of  all  ecclcfiaftical  benefices  within 
his  province  ; but  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln  forbad  the  le- 
vying of  it  within  his  diocefe,  and  appealed  to  the 
pope  j but  whilft  the  fuit  was  depending  the  arch- 
bifhop died. 

The  patronage  of  this  college  and  church  continued 
part  of  the  pofTefTions  of  the  archbilhopric  of  Canter- 
bury till  archbifhop  Cranmer,  in  the  9th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  exchanged  the  advowfon  and  patronage  of 
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the  college  and  church  of  Our  I^scly  of  iVIaidftone,  and 
the  adyowfon,  donation,  &c.  of  the  chantry  founded  in 
IVIaidftone  by  archbifhop  Arundel,  with  the  king,  for 
other  premifes  therein  mentioned. 

The  college  of  All  Saints  was  diffolved  by  the  a£t  of 
parliament,  patted  for  the  fupprettion  of  all  colleges, 
free  chapels,  and  chantries,  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward V 1.  anno  1 546, and  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s 
hands  accordingly,  with  all  its  lands  and  potteffions. 

The  firft  matter  of  this  college  was  John  Wotton, 
rettor  of  Staplehurft,  and  canon  of  Chichefter,  who 
dying  in  1417,  was  buried  in  this  church,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  great  chancel  or  choir,9  where  rooft  of  his 
fucceffors  were  likewife  buried,  one  of  whom,  Vv  illiam 
Grocyn,  was  admitted  matter  in  1506.  He  was  a fa- 
mous* learned  man,  educated  in  Wickham’s  colleges, 
and  travelled  into  Italy,  where  he  acquired  a greater 
proficiency  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  which  he 
taught  at  Oxford  in  a method  unattempted  before,  at 
which  time  he  was  the  tutor  and  familiar  friend  of  Eraf- 
mus,  and  died  in  1522  greatly  efteemed  for  his  pro- 
found learning,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  was  buried  at 
the  end  of  the  flails  in  the  great  chancel,  called  the  high 
choir,  in  this  church/ 

JohnLeafe,  LL.  D.  the  laft  matter,  furrendered  this 
college  into  king  Edward  VTs  hands,  in  his  firft  year, 
anno  1546/  This  college  was  valued  at  the  fuppref- 
fion  at  212I.  5s.  3id.  per  annum,  in  its  whole  revenues, 
and  159I.  7s.  tod.  clear  annual  income. 

King  Edward  VI.  by  his  letters  patent,  in  his  3d 
year,  granted  this  college,  with  lands  and  tenements  in 
this  parifh,  late  belonging  to  it,  all  which  were  freed 
from  any  payment  of  tithes,  in  like  manner  as  they  were 

q Le  Neve  MSS.  See  Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  117. 

r Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  i.  p.  15.  See  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  v.  p.  2970,  a. 

* See  Wood’s  Ath.  vol,  i.  r.  p.  29.  See  more  of  the  mafters  of 
this  college  in  Fuller’s  Worthy s,  p 87.  Additions  to  Tan.  Mon. 
Willis’s  Cath.  voL  i.  p.  533.  aud  Mitred  Abbeys,  vol.  i.  p.  10?. 
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before  the  fuppreffion  of  the  college,  to  Sir  George 
Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  whole  grandfon,  Henry,  lord 
Cobham,  forfeited  it,  together  with  the  reft  of  his 
eftates,  for  high  treafon  in  the  ift  year  of  James  I. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  Sir  Edward  Henden, 
one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer,  was  in  pofleftkui 
of  it;  after  which  it  pafled  into  the  family  of  Marfham, 
in  which  it  continues  at  this  time,  being  part  of  the 
eftate  ot  the  right  hon.  Charles  Marfham,  lord  Romney. 

There  are  great  remains  left  of  this  college,  which 
appears  to  have  been  large  and  handfome ; it  is  built  of 
ftone,  and  of  gothic  architecture ; the  entrance  or 
gateway  is  almoft  entire  ; the  whole  is  now  made  ufe 
of  as  a dwelling-houfe. 

The  fraternity  of  Corpus  Christi,  in  Maid* 
ftone,  was  founded  by  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town.  The  houfe  in  which  the  brethren  inhabited 
flood  at  the  lower  end  of  Earl-ftreet,  alias  Bullock- 
lane,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  river.  The  chapel 
or  refeCtory,  and  three  fides  of  the  cloyfter  are  ftill  re- 
maining. 

It  appears  from  a MSS.  preferred  among  the  ar- 
chives of  this  town,  which  contains  the  accounts  of  this 
brotherhood  in  the  years  1480  and  1481,  that  befides 
the  members  of  it  refiding  in  the  above  houfe,  they  ad- 
mitted extra  members  into  their  fraternity,  both  men 
and  women,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
perfons  and  upwards.  Among  thefe  are  named  many 
perfons  of  diftin&ion,  as  Sir  Thomas  Bourchier,  of 
Leeds,  Sir  Henry  Ferrers,  John  Wormftll,  abbot  of 
Boxley,  John  Munden,  vicar  there,  Jacob  Chirche, 
vicar  of  Thurnham,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  this 
town. 

They  all  paid  an  annual  fum,  for  the  moft  part  eigh- 
teen pence  or  two  {hillings  each;  but  thole  of  a higher 
rank  contributed  more,  as  3s.  4d.  6s.  8d.  and  the  like, 
Befides  which  they  had  feveral  gifts  and  legacies,  and 
an  eftate  both  in  lands  and  houfes  j out  of  vyhich  was 
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maintained  the  fraternity,  who  dwelt  in  the  manfion  of 
it,  who  followed  the  rule  of  St.  Benedid  in  many  par- 
ticulars, and  their  chaplain , who  was  allowed  61.  13s.  4d. 
annual  wages.  Inthcirown  chapel  it  was  their  cuttom 
to  celebrate  folemn  dirges  and  mattes  on  the  death  of 
any  ot  the  brothers  and  fitters  belonging  to  it,  which 
brought  them  in  no  inconfiderable  profit befides 
which,  they  maintained  out  of  their  revenues  one  prieft, 
to  celebrate  within  the  church  of  All  Saints. 

At  the  iupprettion  of  this  fraternity  and  chantry,  by 
the  ad  patted  in  the  lft  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  the 
revenues  of  it  were  valued  at  40I.  os.  8d.  clear  value  ; 
and  the  fraternity  then  pofiefled  likewife  feveral  cot- 
tages and  tenements,  wherein  the  poor  and  impotent 
perfons  inhabited,  without  any  payment  whatfoever.“ 
After  which  the  manfion  called  the  Brotherhood-hall, 
the  Fraternity,  and  the  lands  of  Corpus  Chrifti,  with 
their  appurtenances,  were  purchafed  of  the  crown  by 
the  corporation  of  Maidftone  out  of  the  monies  re- 
ceived from  the  fale  of  fome  veftments,  plate,  &c.  be- 
longing to  the  church. 

But  a difpute  arifing  among  the  inhabitants,  con- 
cerning the  making  this  purchafe,  and  the  fettling  part 
of  the  lands  to  this  ufe,  feveral  endeavouring  to  ob- 
ftrud  the  defign  of  it,  the  duke  of  Somerfet,  then  lord 
protedor,  fent  a letter  to  them,  exhorting  them  to  una- 
nimity in  a matter  which  tended  fo  much  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  God’s  honor,  and  the  common  wealth  j 
which  appears  to  have  had  the  defired  effed. 

Archbishop  Parker,  in  the  4th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  obedience  to  the  queen’s  command,  re- 
turned an  account  of  the  feveral  fchools  and  hofpitals 
in  this  diocefe,  and  among  them,  that  there  was  a 
school  erected  at  Maidftone , by  the  charge  of  the 
mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  town,  who  had  purchafed 

4 Newton’s  Hiftory  of  Maidftone,  p.  3 7 et  feq. 

u Survey  of  chantry  lands,  &c.  temp.  Edw.  VI.  vol.  ii. 
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of  the  late  king  certain  lands  to  that  intent,  amounting 
to  9I.  6s.  8d.  per  annum,  and  that  it  was  not  charged 
with  tenths.* 

At  prefent  the  matter  is  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  and  pari fh  of  Maidftone,  affembled  in  veltry. 
He  is  intitled  to  a very  good  houfc,  with  proper  offices 
and  conveniences,  late  the  manfion  and  buildings  or 
the  fraternity  above-mentioned,  together  with  the  rents 
and  profits  of  a farm  of  eleven  pounds  per  annum,  and 
a falary  of  twenty  pounds  per  annum  paid  by  the  cor- 
poration of  Maidftone.  It  is  laid,  the  firft  payment 
made  by  the  corporation  was  in  1660,  and  that  the 
fame  was  part  of  Mr.  Lamb’s  gilt. 

By  the  charter  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth  to  this 
town,  the  corporation  was  empowered  to  makewhole- 
fome  orders  and  ftatutes  for  the  government  of  the 
mafters  and  fcholars ; in  confequence  of  which  feveral 
rules  and  orders  were  made  for  that  purpole. 

Mr.  Thomas  Cole  was  the  firft  fchoolmafter.  The 
Rev.  Thomas  Evans  is  the  prefent  mafter. 

This  fchool  has  had  fome  confiderable  benefactors 
to  it. 

William  Lamb,  a gentleman  of  the  chapel  to  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  a freeman  of  the  Cloth  workers 
company,  among  his  other  charities,  gave  10L  yearly 
to  it,  with  this  provifo,  that  the  children  of  nleedy  men 
only  ffiould  be  preferred  to  the  enjoying  this  benefit. 

Robert  Gunfley,  clerk,  reCtor  of  Titfey,  in  Surry, 
by  his  will  in  1618,  gave  the  redtory  and  parfonage  of 
Flamfted,  in  Hertfordfhire,  with  its  appurtenances,  to 
the  mafter  and  fellows  of  Univerfity  college,  in  Ox- 
ford, to  the  intent  that  they  fhould  make  choice  of  four 
fcholars,  who  fhould  be  chofen  by  the  mafter  and  fel- 
lows, one  halfout  of  the  grammar-fchool  of  Rochefter, 
and  the  other  half  out  of  this  of  Maidftone,  fuch  only 
as  were  born  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  none  other, 

w Strype’s  Life  of  Parker,  p.  1x5. 
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except  fuch  as  fhould  be  of  his  kindred;  and  as  often 
as  thefe  fcholarfhips  fhould  become  void,  that  they 
fhould  be  filled  up  by  the  mailer  and  fellows  out  of 
the  fchools  before  mentioned,  within  three  months ; 
and  that  the  charges  of  the  mailer  and  fuch  fellows  as 
fhould  be  lent  and  employed  in  the  eledlion,  fhould 
be  borne  and  deducted  out  of  the  allowance  appointed 
to  the  fcholar  or  fcholars,  who  ihould  be  elected  in 
the  interim  of  the  three  months;  all  which  fcholars, 
as  they  or  any  of  them  fhould  attain  to  their  rooms  or 
places,  fhould  be  maintained  by  the  mailer  and  fel- 
lows at  home  grammar  fchool,  until  they  were  fit  to 
go  to  University  College,  and  then  be  placed  them  by 
them,  with  fit  and  convenient  chambers,  and  that 
they  fhould  allow  to  each  of  rhe  four  fcholars,  yearly, 
fifteen  pounds  a piece ; thofe  of  his  name  and  kin- 
dred to  be  preferred  before  any  other ; and  that  the 
mailer  and  fellows  Ihould  pay  to  the  curate  and  cu- 
rates of  Flamfled  the  yearly  fum  of  fixty  pounds,  as 
his  or  their  falary  ; the  elettion  of  which  curate  fhould 
be  from  time  to  time  by  the  mailer  and  fellows,  pro- 
vided, neverthelefs,  that  whenever  the  curate’s  place 
Ihould  be  void,  one  of  his  own  fcholars  fhould  have 
the  refilling  of  it  before  any  other. 

In  purfuance  of  this  benefaction,  four  fcholars, 
chofen  from  this  fchool  and  that  at  Rochelter,  are  at 
this  time  allowed  chambers  at  Univerfity  college,  and 
fifteen  pounds  per  annum  each  of  them.  About  one 
half  of  the  fcholars,  which  have  been  fo  chofen,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  of  the  name  or  of  kindred  to  the 
teflator. 

John  Davy,  M.  D.  of  this  town,  in  1649,  &ave  by 
his  will  all  his  lands  in  the  parifh  of  Newchurch  in 
this  country,  containing  fixteen  acres  of  land,  then 
let  at  eighteen  pounds  per  annum,  for  the  better 
maintenance  of  the  mafter  and  ufher  of  this  fchool. 

It  is  said,  there  was  once  a convent  of  Fran- 
ciscan or  Grey  friars,  founded  in  this  town  by 
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king  Edward  III.  and  his  brother,  John  earl  of  Corn- 
wall, about  the  year  1331.  No  further  mention  is 
made  of  it,  either  as  to  revenue  or  fituation  fo  that 
probably  they  were  foon  afterwards  removed  perhaps 
to  Walfingham,  in  Norfolk,  to  which  place  king  Ed- 
ward III.  in  the  year  1345,  procured  leave  of  pope 
Clement  VI.  to  remove  fome  of  thele  friars,  and  to 
build  a convent  there  for  them.y 

At  the  corner  of  Eaft-lane  next  the  high  town, 
there  was  antiently  a houfe,  having  leveral  Gothic 
arches  in  it,  and  feveral  rooms  vaulted  with  (lone, 
which  in  the  old  deeds  of  it  was  named  the  priory  or 
friery. 

CHARITIES. 

William  Hewitt,  gent,  in  1568,  gave  four  marcs  a year  to 
the  poor  of  this  town. 

Sir  Henry  Cutts,  in  1602,  gave  3I.  per  annum  to  the  poor. 

Robert  Gunsley,  reaor  of  Titfey,  in  Surry,  by  his  will, 
in  1618,  gave  in  truft  the  reftory  and  parfonage  of  Broadhemp- 
flon,  in  Devonftiire,  to  the  intent,  a licence  of  mortmain  fliould 
be  procured,  and  the  fame  conveyed  and  a (lured  to  fuch  perfons 
as  fhould  be  thought  advifeable,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  people 
inhabiting  in  the  parifhes  of  Maidftone  and  Rochelfer,  by  equal 
portions,  to  be  beftowed  in  bread  every  fabbath  day,  and  in 
cloaths  to  cover  them,  according  as  the  rents  of  it  would  allow 
every  year. 

The  licence  was  afterwards  procured,  and  the  reftory  conveyed 
accordingly.  The  half  part  of  the  prelent  rents  and  profits  of  it, 
amounting  to  15I.  15s.  is  yearly  diftributed  among  the  poor  peo- 
ple of  Maidftone,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  donor. 

Sir  John  Aftley  gave  a large  filver  flaggon  to  the  ufe  of  the 
altar,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I. 

Eliza  beth  Mason,  widow,  in  1642,  gave  a part  of  two  mef- 
fuages  towards  the  maintenance  of  two  widows  during  their  lives. 

Alexander  Fisher,  fourth  and  youngeft  fon  of  Walter 
Fifher,  formerly  mayor  of  this  town,  died  in  167.1,  and  by  his 
will  gave  38I.  per  annum,  in  land,  to  this  corporation,  lor  bind- 
ing out  three  freemen’s  fons  to  trades  yearly,  and  in  the  payment 
of  40s.  each  per  annum,  to  four  poor  widows  during  life. 

Robert  Rowland,  a native  of  this  town,  and  citizen,  and 
armourer  and  brazier  of  London,  gave  to  the  pari fii  church  of 

Maidftone  a large  and  elegant  fconce  of  brafs  ; and  by  his  will, 

* Collect.  Ang.  Min.  part  ii.  p.  39.  Y Ibid.  p.  19. 

* Newton’s  Hiftory  of  Maidftone,  p.  116.  Guillim,  p.  239. 
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in  1707,  devifed  to  the  corporation  120I.  to  he  lent  to  twelve 
young  men,  newly  out  of  their  time,  to  forward  their  fetting  up 
in  trade,  at  icl.  a piece,  for  which  they  fhould  pay  6s.  8d.  per 
annum  intereft  each,  amounting  it)  the  whole  to  4!.  which  fiun 
he  willed  fhould  be  annually  difpofed  of  to  the  minifter  of  Maid- 
flone,  for  preaching  a fermon  yearly  on  Feb.  1,  bv  candlelight; 
to  the  reader,  clerk,  churchwardens,  and  for  candles,  ti.  and  to 
the  poor  under  the  cliff,  upon  the  bridge  and  over  the  bridge, 
near  which  he  was  born,  2I. 

Sip.  John  Banks,  bart.  of  Aylesford,  a native  of  this  town* 
and  one  of  its  reprefentatives,  by  his  wiil,  in  1697,  ordered  fix 
neat  and  convenient  alms  houfies  to  be  built;  and  endowed  them 
with  60I  per  annum,  clear  of  all  deductions,  for  the  habitation 
and  maintenance  of  fix  poor  aged  perfons  of  both  fexes,  to  be 
appointed  by  his  heirs  and  to  keep  the  faid  buildings  in  repairl 
J hefe  houles  were  accordingly  erected  in  the  year  1700. 

Thomas  Bliss,  efq.  a native  of  this  town,  and  feveral  times 
one  of  its  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  in  1720,  built  a work- 
houfe,  on  which  he  expended  upwards  of  700I.  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  of  this  town  and  parifli,  on  a piece  of  ground  on  which 
feveral  parifli  houfes  before  flood.  It  is  a large  brick  building, 
three  ftories  high,  and  has  a large  kitchen  behind  it,  fuitable  To 
the  number  of  inhabitants  the  houfe  contains. 

By  the  care  and  influence  of  Dr.  Jofiah  Woodward,  curate  of 
this  parifli,  two  charity  fchools  were  fet  tip  in  1 71 1,  in  this  town, 
to  which  feveral  charitable  perfons  at  different  times  afterwards 
gave  their  benefactions  of  money  ; and  Mrs.  Martha  Godden,  in 
the  year  1721,  gave  two  pieces  of  land  to  it  for  ever,  of  the  an- 
nual value  of  50s. 

Mr.  John  Barrington,  gentleman,  who  died  in  1738,  be- 
fides  being  a good  benefaCtor  to  the  above  mentioned  charity- 
fchcols  in  his  life  time,  directed  his  executors,  by  his  will,  alter 
his  debts,  legacies,  and  funeral  expences  were  paid,  to  difpofe  of 
the  furplus  of  his  eflate,  which  was  only  perfonal,  to  the  relief 
of  fo  many  poor  families  in  this  parifli  as  they  fhould  think  had 
moft  need  of  it,  not  exceeding  5I.  in  one  family;  accordingly 
there  was  diftributed  the  fum  of  1S4I.  3s.  6d.  befides  81.  directed 
by  him  to  be  given  to  twelve  poor  widows,  not  receiving  alms  of 
the  parifli,  in  equal  portions. 

John  Bell,  efq.  gave  iol.  the  intereft  of  it  to  be  laid  out  in 
bread  for  the  poor  yearly,  on  Chriftmas  day. 

An  unknown  person  gave  a filver  plate,  for  colleCtino-  the 
offerings  made  at  the  altar.  0 

^Nicholas  Toke,  efq.  in  1734,  gave  a large  filver  flaggon, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  altar. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Blech enden,  in  1734*  gave  a filver  difli 
for  the  fame  ufe. 

Mr.  Edward  Hunter,  the  firft  mayor  after  the  grant  of  the 
new  charter,  in  1748,  ereCted  fix  alms  houfes  in  Maidftone,  in 
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the  road  leading  from  thence  to  the  Mote,  and  during  his  life, 
permitted  fix  perfons  to  dwell  in  them  rent  free  ; and  by  his  will 
devifed  81.  per  annum  to  each  of  the  three  men  and  three  women 
who  fhould  inhabit  therein  rent  free,  to  be  nominated  from  time 
to  time  by  the  right  hon.  lord  Romney,  the  perpetual  curate  of 
Maid lione,  and  the  recorder  of  Maidltone  for  the  time  being, 
whom  he  appointed  truflees  of  his  laid  charity. 

Maidstone  is  within  the  dioccfe  of  Canterbury 
and  deanry  of  Sutton,  and  is  exempt  from  thejurif- 
dieftion  of  the  archdeacon. 

• The  church  ftands  at  the  weftern  part  of  the  town, 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  Medway.  It  was  at  firft 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  but  when  archbifhop 
Courtney  had  rebuilt  the  chancel,  and  refitted  the 
reft  of  it,  on  his  having  obtained  a licence  in  the  19th 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  to  make  it  collegiate,  lie  de- 
dicated it  anew  to  All  Saints. 

The  ftalls  for  the  matter  and  fellows  of  the  college 
are  ftill  remaining  in  the  chancel,  in  which  the  arms 
of  archbifhop  Courtney  appear  in  feveral  places,  but 
no  where  in  the  body  of  the  church,  which  makes  it 
probable  the  latter  was  part  of  the  old  parifh  church 
of  St.  Mary,  and  not  rebuilt  by  the  archbifhop.  The 
church  is  a large  handlome  building,  confifting  of  a 
nave,  great  chancel,  and  two  fide  files ; the  roof  is 
lofty,  and  is  covered  throughout  with  lead.  At  the 
weft  end  it  has  a handlome  well  built  tower,  on  which 
there  was  a fpire  covered  with  lead,  near  eighty  feet 
high,  which  was  burnt  down  by  lightning,  on  Nov.  2, 
1730.  In  the  tower  were  eight  bells,  a clock,  and 
chimes;  the  bells,  in  1784,  were  new  call  into  ten, 
by  Chapman  and  Mears  of  London. 

in  the  year  1700,  the  body  of  the  church  was  neat- 
ly and  regularly  . pewed ; on  each  fide  is  a-  commo- 
dious gallery,  one  of  which  was  built  at  the  expence 
of  Sir  Robeit  Marfham,  bart.  then  one  of  the  repre- 
tatives  for  this  town,  and  afterwards  created  lord 
Romney. 


There 
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There  were  antiently  in  this  church  numbers  of  in- 
fcriptions  on  brafs  plates,  as  well  on  the  monuments 
as  grave  (tones,  which  are  now  almoft  torn  away.  In 
the  middle  of  the  great  chancel  there  is  a tomb-ftone, 
raifed  a little  above  the  pavement,  with  the  marks  of 
the  portraiture  of  a bifhop,  in  his  mitre  and  robes, 
and  of  an  infcription  round  it,  but  the  brafs  of  the 
whole  is  torn  away.  This  is  fuppoled  to  be  the  ce- 
notaph of  archbilhop  Courtney,  the  founder  of  this 
church,  for  it  was  the  cufiom  in  thofe  times  for  per- 
fons  of  eminent  rank  and  quality  to  have  tombs  erec- 
ted to  their  memory  in  more  places  than  one. 

The  archbilhop  was  fon  of  Hugh  Courtney,  earl 
of  Devonshire,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Humphry 
Bohun,  earl  of  EfTex  and  Hereford,  accordingly  the 
arms  of  Courtney  and  Bohun  impaled,  are  in  feveral 
parts  of  this  chancel.  The  archbifhop  died  at  his 
palace  in  Maidftone,  in  1396,  and  in  the  firft  part  of 
his  will  directed  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  cathe- 
dral church  of  Exeter,  where  he  had  formerly  been  a 
prebendary  ; afterwards,  lying  on  his.  death  bed,  he 
changed  his  mind  in  this  point,  and  holding  his  body 
unworthy  of  burial  in  his  metropolitical,  or  any  other 
cathedral  or  collegiate  church,  he  wills  to  be  buried 
in  the  church  yard  of  his  collegiate  church  at  Maid- 
ftone, in  the  place  defigned  for  John  Boteler,  his  ef- 
quire ; but  it  appears  by  a leiger  book  of  Chrift  church, 
Canterbury,  that  king  Richard  II.  happening  to  be 
then  at  Canterbury,  when  the  archbilhop  was  to  be 
buried,  perhaps  at  the  requeft  of  the  monks,  over- 
ruled the  archbilhops  intention,  and  commanded  his 
body  to  be  there  entombed,  where  he  lies,  under  a 
fair  monument  of  alabaftev,  with  his  portraiture  on 
it,  at  the  feet  of  the  Black  Prince.  Thus  Somner, 
Godwin,  M.  Parker,  and  Camden ; butWeever  thinks, 
notwithftanding  the  above,  that  he  was  buried  under 
his  tomb  in  this  chancel  of  Maidftone. 


The 
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T he  re&ory  of  this  church,  with  the  chapels  of 
Loofe  and  DetlLng  annexed,  was  appropriated  by  arch- 
billiop  Courtnev,  by  the  bull  of  pope  Boniface  IX. * 
with  the  king  s licence,  in  the  19th  year  of  king 
Richard  II.  to  his  new  founded  college  here,  but  the 
patronage  of  the  advovvlon,  it  ieems,  he  referved  to 
himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs  ; in  which  Hate  it  remained 
till  archbilliop  Cranmer,  in  the  29th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  exchanged  the  advowlon  and  patronage 
of  the  college  and  church  with  the  king.6 

Upon  the  diflblution  of  the  college,  in  the  ill  year 
of  king  Edward  VI.  the  redory  and  advowlon  be- 
came both  veiled  in  the  crown,  and  the  church  was 
left,  through  the  king's  favour,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  and  parifh,  as  it  had  been  before  it  was  made 
collegiate,  the  grant  of  it,  together  with  the  church 
yard  being  confirmed,  to  them  by  the  charter  granted 
by  king  James  I.  in  his  2d  year,  for  their  parifh  church 
and  church  yard,  for  the  purpofe  of  divine  fervice, 
burying  the  dead,  &c.  as  the  fame  was  then  ufed. 

Whilll  the  college  remained,  the  parifh  found  no 
ill  eflfeds  from  the  appropriation  of  the  redory,  as  the 
mailer  and  fellows  caufed  divine  fervice  to  be  con- 
fbantly  performed  in  the  church,  and  the  cure  of  the 
parifh  to  be  properly  ferved ; but  when  the  college 
was  diffolved,  and  the  great  and  fmall  tithes  appropria- 
ted to  it  were  granted  away  by  the  crown,  the  pa- 
rifhioners  fuffered  much  from  the  fcantinefs  of  the 
provifion  remaining  for  a perlon  properly  qualified  to 
undertake  the  cure  of  fo  large  and  populous  a parifh* 
a fmall  llipend  only  with  the  oblations,  obventions, 
&c.  being  all  that  was  left  for  the  officiating  miniller, 
under  the  title  of  perpetual  curate.  King  Edward  VI. 
in  his  4th  year,  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  among 
Other  premifes,  this  redory  of  Maidftone,  toc  hold  m 

a Folia  C hr  ift  church  MSS..  b Augjn-  OiF.  Bax  A.  21. 

1 Rot.  Eich.  ejusan.  (is.  6. 
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capite  by  knight’s  lervice ; but  he  engaging  in  a re- 
bellion in  the  1 ft  year  of  queen  Mary,  forfeited  it, 
with  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to  the  crown,  whence  the 
patronage  of  the  curacy  was  granted  by  that  queen,  in 
her  6th  year,  to  archbilhop  cardinal  Pool,  and  fhe  de- 
mi  fed  the  rectory  of  this  church  for  a term  of  years  to 
Chriftopher  Roper,  efq.d  the  fame  being  then  of  the 
value  of  8 il.c 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  3d  year,  granted  the  re- 
verfion  of  this  redtory  in  exchange,  among  other  pre- 
mifes,  to  Matthew,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  at 
which  time  it  was  valued  as  follows  : 

The  redtory  of  Maidftone,  with  the  tenths  of  the 
chapels  of  Loofe  and  Detling,  the  tenths  of  Lodding- 
ton  and  in  Eftrey  were  worth  yearly  74I.  out  of  which 
there  was  paid  to  the  chief  prieft  of  Maidftone,  20I. 
to  his  two  affiftants  each,  61.  13s.  4d.  to  the  curates 
of  Loofe  and  Detling  each,  2I.  13s.  qd.  in  all,  38I. 
14s.  qd.  notwithftanding  thefe  deductions,  it  does 
not  appear  that  there  was  after  this  more  than  one 
appointed  to  officiate  here,  to  whom  the  archbilhop 
paid  a l'alary  of  10I.  per  annum. 

Archbilhop  Whitgift,  in  1383,  augmented  the  cu- 
rate’s falary  xol.  per  annum/  Archbilhop  Juxon,  in 
« obedience  to  the  directions  of  king  Charles  II.  in 
1660,  for  augmenting  the  maintenance  of  vicars  and 
curates,  made  an  addition  of  37I.  6s.  8d.  per  annum.8 
Archbilhop  Sancroft,  among  other  adts  of  pious  be- 
neficence, granted  by  leafe,  in  1677,  to  Humphry 
Lynd,  curate  and  preacher  of  Maidftone,  for  aug- 
mentation of  his  maintenance,  all  the  fmall  tithes  of 
the  borough  of  Weekh  and  Stone  within  this  parilh, 
the  commodities  of  the  church-yard,  and  one  moiety 

d Wilkins’s  Councils, vol.iv.  8 Rennet’s  Imp.  p.  256. 
p.117.  11  Among  the  Harleian  MSS. 

c Folio  Chrift  church  MSS.  in  the  Britilli  mut.  No.  2192-4, 

{ Newton’s  Hilt.  Maidftone,  there  is  a furvey  of  the  manor 
p.  59.  MSS.  IL.  H.  of  Week,  near  Maidftone. 


of 


MAIDSTONE.  o2I 

of  all  the  fmall  tithes  within  the  town  and  borough 
of  Maidftone  -yh  notwithftanding  which  he  has  a 
maintenance  by  no  means  proportionable  to  thegreat- 
nefs  of  his  cure  and  labour. 

Upon  a trial  in  the  exchequer  in  1707,  concerning 
the  curate’s  right  to  the  vicarage  tithes  of  Lodington, 
it  was  fuggelied,  that  this  curacy  was  worth  three 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  j to  which  it  was  replied, 
that  the  legal  dues  were  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fixty  pounds  per  ann.1  Lodington  is  fituated  be- 
tween three  and  four  miles  from  Maidftone,  and  fe- 
parated  by  other  parifhes  intervening  it  is  faid,  there 
was  once  a chapel  in  it,  fituated  in  a fpot  now  called 
Glover’s  garden,  where  of  late  years  fome  (tones  and 
foundations  have  been  dug  up.  1 believe  the  curates 
have  not  enjoyed  thefe  tithes  for  fome  time. 

The  reftory  is  (till  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  arch- 
bifhop,  who  nominates  the  perpetual  curate  of  this 
town  and  parifh. 

The  curacy  is  not  in  charge  in  the  king’s  books. 

In  the  37th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  Levin  Bufkin 
was  farmer  of  the  rectory,  under  the  archbilhop.  In 
1643,  Sir  Edward  Henden,  one  of  the  barons  of  the 
exchequer,  was  leftee  of  it.  In  1741,  Thomas  Blifs, 
efq.  held  the  leafe  of  it  of  the  archbilhop.  It  after- 
wards came  into  the  polfeliion  of  William  Horf- 
monden  Turner,  by  virtue  of  the  limitation  of  whole 
will  his  intereft  in  it  is  now  veiled  in  William  Bald- 
win, efq.  of  Harrietfham. 

There  was  another  church,  or  rather  a free 
chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Faith,  fituated  in  the  north- 
ernmoft  part  of  the  town  from  that  above  mentioned, 
being  mod  probably  erected  for  the  ule  of  thole  in- 
habitants of  this  parifh,  who  lived  at  too  great  a dil- 
tance  to  frequent  the  other.  It  feems  to  have  been 
furrendered  up  into  the  king’s  hands,  in  conformity 

1 Kennet’s  Imp.  p.  306. 

k Newton’s  Hilt,  of  Maidft,  p.  61.  Coke’s  Ent,  p.  456. 
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to  the  ad  of  the  i It  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  and, 
with  the  church  yard,  to  have  been  purchafed  of  the 
crown  afterwards  by  the  inhabitants;  but  whether 
then  uted  tor  religious  worlhip  does  not  appear. 
Some  time  afterwards  it  became  part  of  the  eflate 
of  the  Maplefdens,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  in  the 
reign  of  king  James  I.  by  Arthur  Barham,  efq.  who 
poiiefied  the  manor  of  Chillington,  at  which  time  he 
acknowledged  the  right  of  the  corporation  to  ule  the 
chapel  of  St.  Faith  for  divine  fervice,  and  the  chapel- 
yard  for  burials,  if  they  thought  fit ; at  prefent  only 
the  chancel  is  (ianding,  which  for  many  years  was 
ufed  for  a place  of  public  worlhip  by  the  Walloons: 
upon  the  difperfing  of  this  congregation,  by  archbi- 
fbop  Laud  in  1634,  this  chapel  was  Ihut  up  for  fome 
fmall  time,  when  it  was  again  made  ufe  of  by  a con- 
gregation of  Prefbyterians,  who  continued  to  meet 
there  till  about  1735,  w*jen  they  built  themfelves  a 
meeting  houie  elfewhere.  Part  of  it  is  now  a dwel- 
ling houfe,  and  the  reft  of  it  was  fome  years  conver- 
ted into  an  aflembly  room  ; it  is  now  made  ufe  of  as  a 
boarding  fchool  for  young  ladies. 

The  Iciteand  what  remains  of  this  fabric  was  lately 
the  property  of  the  heirs  of  Sir  Tho.  Taylor,  bart.  of 
the  Park-houfe.  It  was  afterwards  purchafed  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Ful lager,  gent,  the  heir  of  whofe  fon,  Mr. 
Chriftopher  b ullager,  of  this  town,  is  proprietor  of  it. 

There  were  two  chantries  founded  in  this 
church,  one  by  Robert  Vinter,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  who  gave  two  eflates  in  this  parifh,  cal- 
led Goulds  and  Shepway,  for  the  fupport  of  a prieft 
performing  certain  divine  offices  in  the  church  of 
Maidftone,  whence  it  acquired  the  name  of  Gould’s 
chantry,  a full  account  of  which,  and  of  the  pof- 
fcifois  of  thole  ellates,  after  its  luppreffion  to  the  pre- 
fent owner  of  them,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  lord  Rom- 
ney, has  already  been  given  in  the  defeription  of  them. 

The  other  chantry  w as  founded  by  Thomas  Arun- 
dell,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  year  1405,  be- 
ing 
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ing  the  7th  of  king  Henry  IV.  who  that  year  granted 
his  licence  to  the  archbifhop,  to  found  two  chantries ; 
one  of  which,  of  one  chaplain,  was  in  this  collegiate 
church,  at  the  altar  of  St, Thomas  the  Martyr,  to  cele- 
brate daily  fervice  for  his  foul,  &c.  for  which  the  arch- 
bilhop  granted,  that  he  Ihould  have  a yearly  ftipend 
of  ten  marcs  out  of  Northfleet  parfonage.  The  ad- 
vowfon  or  donation  remained  with  the  feveral  archbi- 
fhops  of  Canterbury  till  archbilhop  Cranmer,  in  the 
29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  conveyed  his  right  in 
it  to  the  king,  in  exchange  for  other  premifes.  This 
chantry  was  diffolved  by  the  ad  of  the  1 ft  year  of 
king  Edward  VI.  at  the  fame  time  the  college  itfelf 
was  fupprelfed. 


CHURCH  OF  MAIDSTONE. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  •whom  prefen  ted. 

Archlifiops  of  Canterbury .... 


The  Crown 


Arcbijhop  of  Canterbury 


1 He  was  a noted  pluralifl,  having 
ecclefiaftical  dignities  and  benefices  to 
the  amount  of  four  thoufand  marcs  per 
annum.  He  was  alfo  chief  juftice  of 
England,  of  the  privy  council,  chap- 
lain to  king  Henry  III.  keeper  of  the 
great  feal,  ambaffador  to  France,  and 
a brave  foldier. 

m He  was  made  prebendary  of  Stow 
jLonga,  in  the  church  of  Lincoln,  in 
3370,  and  exchanged  it,  in  1394,  for 
this  redlory.  Willis’s  Cath.  vol.  ii.  p. 
243.  He  was  one  of  the  executors  ap- 
pointed by  archbifhop  Courtney,  in  his 
will.  Batteley’s  Somner,  part  ii.  Ap- 
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RECTORS. 

John  Manfell,  obt.  in  1264.1 
William  de  Tyrington , 1 394.'" 
Guido  de  Move,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Richard  II.  The  laft 
teftor. 

PERPETUAL  CURATES. 
Richard  Augur , in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  VI. 

John  Day,  in  1553." 

Robert  Carr,  in  1559. 

Robert  Barr  ell,  A.M.  1602. 0 
Samuel  Smith, intruded  in  i643.p 
T.Wilfon,  A.M.  1643,0b.  1651. 
John  Crump,  ejeft.  Aug.  1662. 

pendix,  No.  13c.  He  was  afterwards 
bifhopcf  St.  David’s,  had  the  cuftody 
of  the  privy  feal,  and  was  twice  trea- 
furer  of  England.  He  refigned  this 
redfory  on  the  foundation  of  the  col- 
lege, and  died  in  1407.  See  Newc. 
Rep.  vol.  i.  p.  105. 

n See  Harleian  MSS.  No.  416-74. 
o He  was  oulfed  by  the  parliament, 
in  1643.  Walker’s  Stiff,  of  the  Cler- 
gy, part  ii.  p.  202. 

P He  exchanged  this  curacy  with 
Mr.  T.  Wilfon  for  the  redfoty  of  Har- 
rietlham.  Newton’s  Hlftory  of  Maid- 
ftone,  p.  66. 
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Arcnbijhoji  of  Canterbury 


HUNDRED. 

PERPETUAL  CURATES'. 

John  Davis,  ob.  July  3,  1677.’ 
Humphry  Lynde,  1687.1 
Edward  Roman , obt.  1692. 
Gilbert  Itinis,  A.  M.  July  15, 
1692,  obt.  Msy  5,  1 7 1 1 .s  . 
Jofah  Woodward,  S.  T.  P.  obt. 
Aug.  6,  1 712. 1 

Samuel  Weller,  LL.D.  1712,  ob. 

. 'HI" 

John  Denne , A . M.  1753.  The 
nrefent.  curate."' 


q And  reftor  of  Otham.  He  was 
buried  in  Maidftotie  church, 
r And  vicar  of  Boxley.  ‘ 

* He  was  before  vicar  of  Chiflet,  and 
then  of  St.  John’s,  in  Thanet,  and  lies 
buried  in  this  church. 

t He  was  before  curate  of  Poplar  in 
Stepney,  and  held  the  reftory  of  New- 
church  with  this  curacy  of  Maidftone. 


He  was  the  author  of  agreat  number, of 
ufeful  crafts,  difcouil'es,  and  l'ermons, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

u He  fuccceded  his  predcceflbr  like- 
wife  in  the  reftory  of  Newchurch,  and 
was  afterwards prefented  to  the  reftory 
of  Sundridge. 

w Eldelt  fon  of  John  Denne,  S.T.P. 
archdeacon  of  Rochester. 


- — 

BOXLEY. 

ADJOINING  to  Maidftone  north-eaftward  lies 
thfe  parilh  of  Boxley,  written  in  Domefday,  Bofeleu , 
and  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  Boxele  and  Boxle,  a pa- 
nfli  noted,  as  well  for  the  famous  aflembly  of  the 
whole  county,  held  at  Pinenden  heath,  within  the 
boundaries  of  it,  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  as 
for  the  abbey  not  long  afterwards  founded  in  it. 

The  village  of  Boxley  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the 
chalk  hills,  above  which  this  parifh  extends  among  the 
coppice  woods,  over  a barren  dreary  country  covered 
with  flints,  to  Dun-ftreet,  at  the  northern  boundaries 
of  it.  Southward  it  extends  to  the  rivulet  in  the  val- 
ley, at  a very  fmall  diftance  from  the  town  of  Maid- 
ftone, a length  of  near  four  miles,  the  width  of  it  is 
not  more  than  three  at  its  greateft  extent,  and  in  mod 
parts  much  lefs ; the  foil  from  its  extent  is  of  courfe 
various,  to  the  northward  it  is  chalk  5 in  the  middle, 

• . and 
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and  towards  the  weft  a deep  fand  ; to  the  eaftward  a 
wet  cludgy  earth,  and  to.  the  fouth  and  fouth,eaft  for 
the  moft  part  a not  unfertile  loamy  foil  bounding  upon 
the  rock.  It  is  a fituation  much  more  healthy  than  it 
is  pleafant,  owing  to  its  chalky  and  fandy  foils,  and  its 
bleak  fit  nation.  The  village  is  watered  by  a clear 
fpring,  which  rifes  juft  below  the  church,  and  dire<5ts 
its  courle  through  the  flreet;  this  lpring,  as  well  as 
another,  which  rifes  likewiie  at  the  foot  of  the  chalk 
hill,  juft  above  Boxley  abbey,  are  both  very  inviting  to 
the  fight,  but  the  water  is  very  hard  and  unfit  fortm- 
linnry  ules,  efpecially  the  latter,  which  in  two  months 
will  petrify  wood,  the  incruftation  refemblins  brown  and 
unpolifhed  marble.  Thefe  join  juft  below"  the  abbey, 
'and  flow  together  into  the  Medway,  almoft  oppofite  to 
Ailington  caftle. 

The  village  lies  on  a defcent  from  the  hills,  there 
are  feveral  genteel  houfes  in  it ; at  the  upper  or  nor- 
thern part  of  it  is  Boxley  houfe,  lord  Romney’s,  inha- 
bited by  his  three  fillers  and  Mr.  Coker;  fomewhat 
lower  down  is  a houle,  which  for  many  years  was  the 
property  and  refidence  of  the  family  of  Charlton,  who 
bore  for  their  arms,  Or,  a lion  rampant  gules , the  laft 
of  them,  John  Charlton,  efq.  dying  in  1770  unmar- 
ried, it  came  by  his  will,  together  with  the  chief  of  his 
other  eftates,  to  his  eldeft  nephew,  the  Rev.  George 
Burville,  (fon  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Burville,  by  Anne 
his  filler).  The  Burvilles  bear  for  their  arms,  Argent , 
a chevron  between  three  oak  leaves  ere  A,  vert.  Mr. 
Burville  married  Juliana,  daughter  of  William  Bow- 
yer,  efq.  of  Denham,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  by  whom 
he  has  a fon  John,  and  daughter  Frances,  married  to 
the  Rev.  Philip  Rafhleigh.  He  is  the  prefent  pofleflor 
of  this  houfe,  in  which  he  refides ; below  this  is  the 
parfonage  and  vicarage,  the  latter  a handfome  genteel 
houfe,  and  juft  above  it  at  a final  1 ditlance  from  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  ftreet,  the  church  ; almoft  adjoining  to 
Mr.  Burville’s  houfe,  is  another  more  antient  one, 

y 3 called 
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called  Park-houfe , once  part  of  the  eftate  of  ^oxlej 
abbey,  and  afterwards  in  like  manner,  the  eftate  of  Sir 
Thomas  Wyatt,  whofe  fon  forfeited  it  for  treafon  in 
the  i ft  year  of  queen  Mary  How  it  pafled  after- 
wards I have  not  found,  though  it  feems  never  to  have 
been  reftored  to  his  defendants ; in  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century  it  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  family 
of  St.  John,  in  which  it  remained  till  Mrs.  St.  John 
joining  with  her  fon,  Paulet  St.  John,  fold  it  in  1720 
to  Maudiftley  Beft,  efq.  (fon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Beft,  ot 
Chatham)  who  refided  and  kept  his  fhrievalty  here  in 
1730,  bearing  for  his  arms,  fable,  two  crofs  crojlets  in 
chief,  and  a cinquefoil  in  bafe , or.  He  died  in  1740, 
leaving  two  fons,  Thomas,  late  of  Chilfton,  efq.  and 
James,  of  Chatham,  and  a daughter,  married  to  the 
hon.  Robert,  afterwards  lord  Fairfax,  of  Leeds  caftle, 
who  died  /.  p.  He  gave  by  will  this  feat  to  his 
youngeft  fon  James,  who  ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  in 
1751,  and  refided  here  at  times,  and  died  in  1782, 
leaving  by  Frances  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Richard  Shelley,  efq.  four  fons  and  four  daughters,  to 
the  eldeft  of  the  former,  Thomas  Beft,  efq.  he  by  will 
gave  this  houfe  and  his  eftate  in  this  parifh,  and  he 
now  refides  in  it.  There  has  been  from  time  imme- 
morial a warren  for  rabbits  here,  the  lands  of  which  lay 
clofe  at  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hills,  it  formerly  belonged 
to  Boxley  abbey,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  pofleflion 
of  the  W yatts,  and  is  now  from  them  the  eftate  of 
lord  Romney,  and  there  vvas  likewife  another  part  of  it 
ufed  likewife  as  a warren,  lying  near  Pinenden-heath, 
which  was  part  of  the  Park-houfe  eftate,  and  as  fuch, 
is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Beft,  but  the  name  only 
remains,  the  rabbits  having  been  for  fome  time  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  land  made  arable.  About  a mile 
eaftward  from  the  village  in  a low  flat  fituation,  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  high  road  from  Rochefter  to 
Maidftone,  is  Boxley  abbey,  with  a fmall  hamlet  of 
houfes  near  it,  and  nearer  to  the  hills  the  abbey  farm. 

The 
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The  plantations  of  the  eftate  called  the  Park-houfe, 
likewife,the  old  feat  of  which  was  fituated  in  Maidftone 
parifh,  near  the  high  road  to  Rochefter,  as  has  been 
already  defer ibed,  extend  into  the  weftern  part  of  this 
parifh.  The  late  Sir  Henry  Calder,  whofe  property 
it  was,  pulled  down  the  old  houfe,  and  on  a beautiful 
fpot  near  adjoining,  though  within  this  parifh,  began  a 
handfome  ftone  manfion,  which  after  his  death  was 
finifhed  by  his  widow,  who  with  her  fon  Sir  Henry, 
for  fome  time  refided  in  it ; it  is  now  inhabited  bv  Mr. 
Ofborne.  At  a fmall  diftance  eaftward  from  hence, 
in  nearly  the  centre  of  this  parifh,  excepting  that  Maid- 
ftone ftretches  itfelf  with  a point  or  nook  over  a part 
of  it,  is  that  noted  plain  Pinnenden,  now  ufually  called 
Pickenden  heath,  a place  made  famous  in  early  times  ; 
the  weftern  part  is  in  Maidftone  parifh,  the  remainder 
in  this  of  Boxley.  From  its  fituation  almoft  in  the 
middle  of  the  county  or  fhire  of  Kent,  this  heath  has 
been  time  out  of  mind  uled  for  all  county  meetings, 
and  for  the  general  bulinefs  of  it,  the  county  houfe  for 
this  purpofe,  a poor  low  Hied,  is  fituated  on  the  north 
fide  of  it,  where  the  fheriff  continues  to  hold  his  county 
court  monthly,  and  where  he  takes  the  poll  for  the 
members  of  the  county,  and  for  the  coroners,  the  for- 
mer of  which,  after  a fewfuffrages  is  ufually  adjourned 
to  Maidftone;  on  a confpicuous  hill  on  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  heath,  though  in  Maidftone  parifh,  is  the  gallows, 
for  the  public  execution  of  criminals  condemned  at  the 
affizes. 

At  the  time  of  the  conqueft  it  was  the  noted  place 
for  the  public  meetings  of  the  county  ; for  in  the  book 
of  Domefday  there  is  mention  made,  that  when  the  in- 
habitants of  Kent  were  fummoned  to  meet  ad  fciramy 
that  is,  in  public  aftembly  at  the  Jhyregemol  or  Sheriff’s- 
tourn,  for  the  trial  of  certain  cuftoms  therein  mentioned, 
they  fhould  go  for  that  purpofe  as  far  as  Pinnedenna, 
but  no  further. 

y 4 Jn  ' 
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In  the  year  1076,  being  the  1 ithof  the  Conqueror’s 
reign,  a famous  afTembly  was  held  at  this  place  on  the 
following  occafion. 

Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  had  by 
means  of  his  great  power,  defrauded  the  church  of 
Canterbury  of  many  manors  and  lands,  and  of  feveral 
liberties,  and  had  kept  pofieffion  of  them  j but  upon 
Lanfranc’s  being  made  archbilhop  in  the  year  1070, 
he  reprefented  the  whole  of  the  injury  done  to  his 
church  to  the  king,  who  forthwith  commanded  that  it 
fhould  be  enquired  into  and  determined  by  the  nobles, 
and  other  competent  men,  not  only  of  this  county,  but 
of  the  other  counties  of  England,  afiembled  for  this 
purpofe  at  this  heath. 

There  were  prefent  at  this  meeting  Goisfrid,  bifhop 
of  Conftance,  who  fat  as  the  king’s  reprefentacive  on 
this  occafion  ; archbilhop  Lanfranc,  who  pleaded  his 
church’s  caufe  j Odo,  earl  of  Kent,  who  defended  him- 
felf  againft  his  accufers  in  what  he  had  done  ; Erneft, 
bilhop  of  Rochelter  ; Agelric,  bilhop  of  Chefter,  an 
antient  man,  and  well  verfed  in  the  laws  of  the  realm  ; 
who  on  account  of  his  great  age  was,  by  the  king’s  or- 
der, brought  hither  in  a waggon,  in  una  quadriga  ; Ri- 
chard de  Tunebrige,  Hugh  de  Montfort,  William 
de  Arfic,  Hamo  Vicecomes  or  Sheriff,  and  many 
others,  barons  of  the  king  and  of  the  archbilhop, 
many  tenants  of  thofe  bifhops,  and  many  others  of  good 
and  great  account,  as  well  of  this  as  of  other  counties, 
both  French  and  Englifh. 

This  trial  lafted  three  days,  at  the  end  of  which  the 
archbilhop  recovered  feveral  of  the  antient  pofieflions 
of  his  church,  as  well  from  Odo  as  from  Hugh  Mont- 
fort and  Ralph  de  Curva  Spina  or  Crookthorne,  and 
eftablifhed  the  liberties  of  it,  in  matters  between  the 
king  and  himfelf/ 

x See  Eadmer,  p.  9,  197. 

On 
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On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  heath  the  turnpike  road 
from  Maidftone  through  Detling  to  Key-ftreet  and  Sit- 
tingbourn  croffes  this  parilh,  and  another  branches  off 
from  hence  to  Berfted  and  Afliford  ; in  the  fouthern 
part  of  it  are  the  hamlets  of  Grove  green  and  Waver- 
ing-ftreet,  Newnham  court,  and  the  beautiful  feat  of 
Vinters,  moft  pleafantly  fituated  ; below  which  in  the 
vale  is  the  ftream  which  turns  the  paper  mills,  and  fe- 
parates  this  parifh  from  Maidftone.  At  Grove,  as  has 
been  already  noticed,  is  a remarkable  line  vein  of 
fuller’s  earth,  by  the  working  of  which  Mr.  John 
Watts,  the  owner  of  it,  at  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury, became  famous.  But  this  earth  was  in  working  in 
1630,  at  which  time  John  Ray,  merchant,  of  London, 
was  fentenced  to  a fevere  fine  and  punifhment  in  the 
Star  Chamber,  for  tranfporting  of  it  clandeftinely  to 
Holland/  This  vein  lies  about  thirty  feet  deep,  and 
is  about  feven  feet  thick.  There  are  two  forts  of  it, 
the  blue  and  the  dark  grey,  the  latter  of  which  lying 
under  the  former  is  moft  valuable  ; a great  quantity  of 
this  earth  is  fent  from  hence  by  fea  for  the  ufe  of  the 
clothiers  in  diftant  countries.  For  the  manufacture 
carried  on  in  this  parilh  for  the  making  of  paper  there 
are  four  fets  of  mills,  two  of  which  are  fituated  at  the 
fouth-eaft  extremity  of  it,  on  the  ftream  called  the 
Little  River,  which  riles  near  Lenham,  and  runs  by 
Leeds  caftle  hither;  the  upper  ones,  belonging  to  lord 
Aylesford,  and  the  lower  ones  to  Meffrs.  Holling- 
worth’s  ; the  other  two  are  fituated  on  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  parilh,  near  Aylesford,  on  the  rivulet  which  rifes 
under  the  chalk  hills,  and  are  made  ufe  of  for  making 
an  inferior  kind  of  merchandize,  one  of  thefe  belongs 
to  lord  Romney.  The  lower  mills  above-mentioned 
belonging  to  Meffrs.  Hollingworth,  ftand  at  a fmall 
diftance  on  the  north  fide  of  the  road  leading  from 
Maidftone  to  the  Mote,  and  are  called  the  Old  7 Hrkey 

7 Ruth  worth,  vol,  ii.  p.  348. 
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Mills,  they  deferve  a more  particular  notice  in  this 
place  for  their  fuperiority,  as  well  in  the  many  exten- 
five  buildings,  machines  and  conveniences  ereCted  for 
carrying  on  this  large  and  curious  manufacture,  and  the 
number  of  people  continually  employed  in  the  different 
branches  of  it,  as  the  eafy  and  regular  method,  and  the 
neatnefs  with  which  the  whole  is  conduced.  They 
were  formerly  ufed  as  fulling  mills,  but  on  the  decay 
of  the  cloathing  trade  in  thefe  parts,  were,  by  Mr. 
Gill,  the  proprietor,  converted  into  paper  mills,  and 
uled  by  him  as  fuch  for  a few  years  ; he  fold  them  to 
Mr.  James  Whatman,  who  in  1739  pulled  the  whole 
of  them  down,  and  ereCted  them  on  a much  more  cu- 
rious and  extenfive  plan,  which  was  afterwards  much 
more  improved  by  his  fon  James  Whatman,  efq.  who 
with  infinite  pains  and  expence,  brought  his  manufactory 
of  writing  paper,  for  no  other  fort  is  made  here,  to  a 
degree  of  perfection,  fuperior  to  moft  in  the  kingdom. 
In  1794  he  fold  thefe  mills  to  Meffrs.  Hollingworth, 
and  retired  to  Vintners,  where  he  now  refides,  and  they 
now  carry  on  this  manufacture  here  j under  the  build- 
ings is  a ftrong  chalybeat  fpring,  which  however  does 
not  produce  any  great  quantity  of  water.  In  171  1 a 
Roman  urn  was  dug  up  at  Grove,  by  the  workmen, 
near  the  vein  of  Fuller’s  earth  there,  as  feveral  others 
have  been  fince,  with  other  relics  of  antiquity  and 
coins,  both  there  and  at  Vintners,  moft  of  the  coins 
having  the  infcription  of  the  emperor  Adrian,  and  the 
like  have  been  from  time  to  time  difcovered  at  God- 
dard s hill,  in  this  parifh,  where  there  are  feveral  {tones 
fet  up  fimilar  to  thofe  about  Horfted. 

Our  botanists  have  obferved  the  following  fcarce 
■plants  in  this  parifh  : 

Borago  minor  filveftris,  fmall  white  buglofs , or  Ger- 
man ma  d wort. 

Scopyllum  anguftifolium  glabrum,  fnwoth  narrow- 

leafed  thyme. 
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Buxus,  the  box  treey  which  grows  plentifully  in  the 
woods  here.2 

Stellaria  fanicula  major,  ladies  mantle. 

Boxley,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  general  furvey  of 
Domefday,  was  part  of  the  vaft  eftate  of  Odo,  the  great 
biihop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  the  Conqueror’s 
f half-brother  ; in  which  record  it  is  thus  defcribed  : 

Robert  Latin  holds  to  ferm  Bofeleu.  It  was  taxed  at 
feven  fulings  in  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confefor, 
j and  now  at  five  fulings.  'The  arable  land  is  twenty  ca- 
rucates.  In  demefne  there  are  three  carucates , and  forty - 
feven  villeinsy  with  eleven  borderers  having  fixteen  ca- 
rucates. There  are  three  mills  of  thirty-fix  fbillings  and 
eight-pence y and  fixteen  fervants,  and  twenty  acres  of 
meadow.  Wood  for  the  pannage  of  thirty  hogs.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  the  ConfeJJor , and  afterwards , it 
was  worth  twenty-five  pounds , now  thirty  pounds , and 
Robert  yet  pays  fifty-five  pounds.  Alnod  Lilt  held  it. 

Four  years  after  the  taking  of  the  above  furvey, 
about  the  year  1084,  this  eftate,  on  the  bifhop  of 
Baieux’s  difgrace,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown, 
among  the  reft;  of  his  poffeflions. 

In  the  year  i 146, 4 William  d’lpre,  earl  of  Kent, 
who  afterwards  became  a monk  himfelt  at  Laon,  in 
Flanders, b founded  an  abbey  at  this  place  for  monks 
of  the  Ciftertian  order,  fome  of  whom  he  brought 
from  Claravalle,  in  Burgundy,  for  this  purpofe,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  as  all  the  houfes  of 
this  order  were.  The  firft  monaftery  of  this  order  in 
England  was  at  Waverly,  which  was  built  in  1129, 
by  Walter  Gifford,  biihop  of  Winchefter.  They 
were  a branch  of  the  Benedictines,  called  by  the  Eng' 
lifh,  from  their  habit,  White  monks,  and  likewilc  CiU 

* Raii  Svnopfis,  p.228,  231,  445.  , , , 

a Thus  Chron.  MSS.  S.  Werburgae  et  de  Parcoludo^  Dugd. 
Mon.  p.  827,  places  it  in  1144-  Leland,  in  his  Collection,  in 
1143,  and  Camden,  in  1145* 

b See  vol.  i.  of  this  Hiftory,  p.  lx. 
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tertians ; which  laft  name  they  had  from  the  town  of 
Ciftertium  or  Cifteaux,  in  the  bitliopric  of  Chalons, 
in  Burgundy,  where  this  order  was  firft  inftituted  by 
Robert,  abbot  of  Molefme,  in  the  year  1098.  There 
were  eighty-five  houfes  of  this  order,  at  the  time  of 
the  dhfolution,  in  England. 

King  Richard  I.  in  his  1 ft  year,  anno  1189,  gave 
the  MANOR  of  Boxelec  to  this  abbey,  which  king 
Henry  111.  in  his  37th  year,  confirmed  by  his  letters 
of  infpeximus  d 

King  Henry  III.  in  his  37th  year,  granted  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  to  hold  a market  weekly  within 
their  manor  of  Boxley.'  The  place  where  it  was  held 
appears  to  have  been  called  Farthings. 

In  the  7th  year  of  Edward  I.  the&  abbot  claimed, 
before  the  juftices  itinerant,  certain  liberties,  by  the 
charters  of  king  Henry  and  king  Richard,  and  the 
confirmation  of  them  by  the  charter  of  king  Henry, 
the  then  king’s  father.  And  he  claimed  to  have  war- 
len.  in  at!  lus  demefne  lands  in  Kent  and  Surry,  which 
he  had  in  the  time  of  king  Henry,  the  king’s  father j 
and  that  he  and  his  predeceffors  had  fully  ufed  thofe 
Jmei ties,  &c.  and  it  was  then  found,  that  the  abbot 
had  in  his  manor  of  Boxley  a free  court,  &c.  and  that 
tae  tenants  of  the  manor  ought  to  plead  in  the  hun- 
dred of  Maidftone,  pleas  of  Withernam,  &c.  and  that 
the  abbot  ought  to  allow  pannage,  &c,  and  that  the 
tenants  of  the  manor  owed  pontage,  and  paid  it  to 
Rochefter  bridge/ 

T.  he  abbot  of  doxley  was  fummoned  to  parliament 
twice  in  the  23d  year  of  king  Edward  I.  once  in  the 
24th,  and  twice  in  the  28th  years  of  that  reign,  but 
never  afterwards,  that  I can  find.6 


f Plac.  Lib.  ejus  an.  Rot.  56  doif. 
Chrift  Church,  Cant.  Cart.  153. 
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In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  there  were  fixty- 
four  abbots  and  thirty-fix  priors  fummoned  to  parlia- 
ment ; but  this  number  being  thought  too  great, 
king  Edward  III.  reduced  them  to  twenty-five  abbots 
and  two  priors,  to  which  were  afterwards  added  two 
more  abbots,  fo  that  there  were  no  more  than  twenty- 
nine  in  all,  who  ftatedly  and  conllantly  enjoyed  this 
privilege,  of  which  only  St.  Aulten’s,  near  Canter- 
bury, was  in  this  connty.h 

King  Edward  II.  in  his  15th  year,  honoured  this 
abbey  with  his  prefence,  where,  on  Oft.  25,  he  granted 
to  the  aldermen  and  citizens  of  London  to  nominate 
a mayor  out  of  their  own  body,  at  his  will.1  King 
Edward  III.  in  his  33d  year,  granted  to  the  abbot,  &c. 
free  warren  in  their  manor  of  Boxele,  &c.k 

In  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  the  revenues  of 
this  abbey  were  valued  at  21 81.  19s.  iod.  of  which 
98k  19s.  yd.  was  in  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury.1 

John  Dobbes,  the  laft  abbot,  and  the  convent  of 
Boxley,  lurrendered  it  into  the  hands  of  Henry  VIII. 
ion  January  29,  in  the  29th  year  of  his  reign, m and  it 
was,  together  with  all  the  lands  and  pofieflions  be- 
longing to  it,  confirmed  to  the  king  and  his  heirs,  by 
the  general  words  of  the  -aft,  paffed  in  the  31ft  year 
iof  that  rei  :n  for  this  purpoie;  after  which  there  were 
Ipenfions  allowed  to  the  abbot,  50I.  and  to  eight  of 
khe  canons,  from  2I.  13s.  4d.  to  4I.  yearly,  for  their 
lives,  or  until  the  perfon  was  promoted  to  a . benefice 
of  equal  or  fuperior  value ; the  five  laft  of  which 
lenfions  remained  in  charge  in  1 553." 

It  was  endowed,  at  its  diffolution,  with  204I.  4s. 
ft  id.  per  annum,  clear  revenue,  according  to  Dug- 

h Steven’s  Mon.  vol.  ii.  Ap-  1 Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  32,  39. 
pendix,  p.  12.  m Rym.Fced.  vol.  xiv.  p.592. 

1 Rot.  Pat.  ejus  an.  ps.  ima.  n Aug.  Off.  Inrohnents.  Wil- 
k Cart,  ejus  an.  N.4.  Tan.  lis’s  Mitred  Abbies,  vol.  ii.  p. 
Mon.  p.  214.  96. 
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dale ; or,  according  to  Speed,  with  21 81.  9s.  iod.  per 
annum,  yearly  income.0 

The  coat  of  arms  belonging  to  it  was,  Argent , a 
dexter  bend  lozenge,  gules ; on  a canton  of  the  fecond,  a 
crozier  or  paftoral  faff  of  the  field.*  This  coat,  with- 
out the  crozier,  as  alio  another,  being  a paftoral  ftaff, 
furmounted  of  a bend,  are  ftill  remaining  carved  in 
ftone  on  the  capitals  of  two  pillars,  from  which  fprings 
a fmall  circular  arch  in  the  garden,  at  the  back  of 
this  abbey. 

There  was  a chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew  the 
apoftle,  founded  hard  by  the  outer  gate  of  this  mo- 
naftery,  which  was  ferved  by  a curate  appointed  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  lands  of  the  abbey  of  Boxley,  of  the  order  of 
Ciftertians,  were  as  fuch,  in  particular  circumftances, 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  tithes.  Pope  Pafcal  II. 
exempted  all  the  religious  in  general  from  the  pay- 
ment of  tithes  for  lands  in  their  own  occupation,  and 
this  continued  till  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  when  pope 
Hadrian  IV.  reftrained  this  exemption  to  the  three 
religious  orders  of  Ciftertians,  Templars,  and  Hofpi- 
tallers,  to  which  pope  Innocent  III.  added  a fourth, 
viz.  tire  Praemonftratenfes,  from  whence  thefe  were 
generally  called  the  four  privileged  orders.  After 
which  the  general  council  o t Lateran,  in  1215,  fur- 
ther reftrained  this  exemption  to  lands  in  their  own 
occupation,  and  to  thofe  which  they  poft'efied  before 
that  time.  After  this  the  Ciftertians  procured  bulls  to 
exempt  all  their  lands  likewife  which  were  letten  to 
farm.  To  reft  rain  which,  the  ftatute  of  the  fecond  of 
king  Henry  IV.  cap.  4.  was  made,  which  enadted,  that 
whoever,  religious  as  well  as  fecular,  fhould  put  thefe 
bulls  in  execution,  and  purchafe  any  others,  and  by 
colour  of  them  fhould  take  any  advantage  in  any  lhape, 
Ihould  be  guilty  of  a pramunire . This  reftrained 

p Ibid.  Arms,  No.  LXVII. 
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their  privilege  again  to  fuch  lands  only  as  they  had 
before  the  Lateran  council  above  mentioned;  fo  that 
the  lands  they  afterwards  acquired  are  in  no  wife  ex- 
empted, and  this  ftatute  left  them  fubjed  to  the  pay  - 
ment of  fuch  compofition  for  tithes  of  their  dcmelne 
lands  as  they  had  made  with  any  particular  rectors, 
&c.  who  contelling  their  privileges,  even  under  that 
head,  brought  them  to  compound.  This  monattery 
of  Boxley  was  one  of  thofe  difTolved  by  the  ad  of  the 
31ft  of  king  Henry  VIII.  the  only  ones  which  con- 
tinued thefe  privileges  to  their  potrdfors  afterwards ; 
by  which  ad,  as  well  the  king,  his  heirs  and  luccelfors, 
as  all  others  who  fhould  have  any  of  thofe  monafle- 
ries,  their  lands  or  pofleflions,  were  to  hold  and  enjoy 
them,  according  to  their  eltates  and  titles,  difcharged 
and  acquitted  of  payment  of  tithes,  as  freely,  and  in  as 
large  and  ample  a manner  as  the  late  abbots,  priors, 
&c.  of  the  fame  before  held  them.'1 

In  the  Regiftrum  Roffenfe/  are  the  names  of  the 
fields,  woods,  and  other  premiles  in  the  parifh  of  Box- 
ley,  of  which  the  abbot  and  convent  here  fhould  in 
future  be  free  and  exempt  from  the  payment  of  all 
tithes  whilft  they  were  in  their  own  hands. 

In  the  church  of  this  abbey  was  the  ftatue  of  St. 
Rumbald,  ufually  called  by  the  common  people,  St. 
Grumbald,  which  was  held  in  great  reverence  for  his 
fandity  by  them,  for  the  miracles  it  was  laid  to  per- 
form. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  3?.d  year,  exchanged  with 
Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allynton,  for  other  premifes, 
the  hpufe  and  fcife  of  this  monaftery,  lately  diifolved., 
and  the  church,  fteeple,  and  church  yard  of  it,  with 
the  buildings,  lands,  &c.  as  well  nigh  and  adjoining 
to  the  fcite  and  precind  of  it,  his  lordfhip  of  Boxley,  ' 
Hoo,  and  Newenham  court,  with  their  appurtenances 
and  the  farm  and  lands,  called  Upper  Grange,  .and  aU 

* Burn’s  Eccl.  Law,  vol.  jii.  p.  381.  . ..*  Page  185. 
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lands,  tenements,  and  other  premites  late  belonging  to 
it,  in  the  parithes,  townfliips,  or  hamlets  of  Boxley, 
Boxley-ftreet,  Burley,  Burthin,  Sandelyng,  Wilflon, 
Wavering,  Havurland,  Oxefivth,  D.unllreet  upon  the 
Hill,  and  ellewhere,  in  Kent,  excepting  to  the  king 
the  parfonage  of  Boxley  and  the  advowfon  of  the  pa- 
rith  church  ;s  all  which  were  toon  afterwards  again 
veiled  in  the  crown,  as  appears  by  the  Efcheat  rolls 
of  the  38th  year  of  that  ieign,:  when  the  king  re- 
granted the  whole  of  them  to  Sir  Thomas  W yatt,  fon 
of  Sir  Thomas  before  mentioned,  to  hold  in  capite  by 
'knight’s  fervice,  who  having,  in  the  ill  year  of  queen 
Mary,  with  other  gentlemen  of  note  in  this  county, 
railed  a rebellion,  was  found  guilty  of  high  treafon, 
and  executed. that  year,  and  his  eftate  was  confifcated 
to  the  crown ; but  the  queen,  through  her  bounty, 
the  next  year,  granted  the  manor  of  Boxly,  with  the 
Upper  Grange,  and  fome  other  lands  adjoining,  to 
his  widow,  the  lady  Jane  Wyatt,  (daughter  and  co- 
heir of  Sir  William  Haut,  of  Bourne)  and  her  heirs 
male,  to  hold  in  like  manner.  On  her  death,  her 
fon,  George  Wyatt,  fucceeded  to  them;  but  the  ab- 
bey teems  to  have  continued  in  the  crowm,  for  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  her  nth  year,  granted  the  fcite  and 
manfion  of  it  to  John  Atlley  for  a term  of  years.  In 
the  13th  year  of  that  reign,  George  Wyatt,  efq.  was 
reftored  in  blood  by  adt  of  parliament,  after  which  he 
became  poifefled  of  this  feat,  and  refided  here,  hav- 
ing the  fee  of  it  granted  to  him  by  the  crown.  He 
died  in  1624,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  this 
church,  as  were  his  feveral  defcendants,  who  bore  for 
their  arms,  Per  fefs  azure  and  gules,  a barnacle  argent, 
' the  ring  or  he  left  feveral  fons  and  daughters,  of 
whom  the  fecond  ton,  Haute  Wyatt,  was  vicar  of  this 
parifh  ; and  Francis,  theeldeft,  fucceeded  him  in  the 

s Deeds  of  Purchafe  and  Exch.  Augtn.  Off.  Box  A.  55.  In- 
rolments,  Aug<m.  Off.  * Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  ps.  2. 
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manor  of  Boxley,  the  manfion  of  the  abbey,  the 
Grange,  and  his  other  eftates  in  this  parifh.  He  was 
afterwards  knighted,  and  was  twice  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  died  in  1644,  leaving  two  fons,  Henry, 
his  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  and  Edwin,  who  afterwards 
became  poflefled  of  this  manor,  feat,  and  eftates, 
above  mentioned,  and  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Thomas  Bofvile,  efq.  of  Littlemote  in  Eynf- 
ford,  efq.  whofe  daughter  Margaret  became  the  wife 
of  Sir  Robert  Marfham,  bart.  great  grandfather  of 
the  prefent  lord  Romney. 

Henry  Wyatt,  efq.  was  of  Boxley  abbey,  and  left 
an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Francis,  who  carried  this 
manor,  feat,  with  the  Grange  and  other  eftates  above 
mentioned,  in  marriage  to  Sir  Thomas  Selyard,  bart. 
but  Edwin  Wiat,  the  younger  brother  of  Henry 
above  mentioned,  difputing  at  law  the  lady  Selyard’s 
title  to  them,  recovered  the  manor  of  Boxley,  with 
other  eftates  laft  mentioned,  in  this  parifh  and  elfe- 
where ; but  the  abbey,  with  the  lands  belonging  to  it, 
remained  in  the  pofleffion  of  Sir  Thomas  Selyard,  as 
will  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

Sir  Thomas  Selyard,  or  Seyliard,  as  the  name  was 
frequently  fpelt,  was  grandi'on  of  John  Seyliard,  of 
Delaware,  in  this  county,  whofe  eldeft  fon,  Sir  John 
Selyard,  of  Chiddingftone,  was  father  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas of  Boxley  abbey  above  mentioned.  His  fecond 
fon,  John  Selyard,  efq.  was  of  Salmon’s,  in  Penlhurft, 
and  was  anceftor  to  thofe  of  that  place,  of  Blechingley, 
and  of  London.  They  bore  for  their  arms,  Azure , 
a chief  ermine  ; which  coat,  belonging  to  an  anceftor 
of  this  family,  is  carved  on  the  roof  of  the  cloifters  of 
Canterbury  cathedral. 

Edwin  Wiat,  efq.  above  mentioned,  was  made  a 
fergeant  at  law  in  1684;  he  was  a juftice  of  the 
peace,  recorder  of  Canterbury  and  Maidftone,  and 
a burgefs  in  parliament  for  the  latter  place,  and  chief 
juftice  of  the  grand  feflions  for  the  counties  of  Car- 
marthen, Pembroke,. and  Cardigan.  At  what  time 
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this  family  altered  the  antient  fpelling  of  their  name 
from  Wyatt  to  Wiat,  I am  not  certain,  though  I be- 
lieve Mr.  Sergeant  Wiat  was  the  firft  who  did  fo. 
He  died  in  1 7 1 4, aged  85,  and  was  buried,  with  his  an- 
chors, in  the  chancel  of  this  church,  having  had  by 
Frances  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  1 ho.  Crifpe, 
efq.  of  Quekes,  feveral  fons  and  daughters ; he  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  eldeft  furviving  fon,  Francis  Wiat,  efq. 
who  refided  at  Quekes,  in  Thanet.  He  married  the 
widow  of  William  Buller,  efq.  of  Cornwall  ; he,  at 
his  death,  without  iflue,  devifed  his  eftates  here  by 
will  to  his  only  furviving  brother,  Richard  Wiat,  efq. 
who  died  poflefled  of  them  in  1753,  without  iflue, 
and  by  will  gave  them  to  his  relation,  Robert  lord 
Romney  (grandfon  of  Sir  Robert  Mariham  above 
mentioned)  whofe  fon,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord 
Romney,  is  the  prefent  poflefl'or  of  them. 

A court  leet  and  court  baron  is  regularly  held  for 
this  manor,  the  tenants  of  which  are  freeholders  in 
free  focage  tenure. 

Boxley  abbey  remained  with  Sir  Thomas  Sel- 
yard  above  mentioned,  whofe  fon,  of  the  fame  name, 
left  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  viz.  Margaret,  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Nicholas  ; and  Elizabeth  to  Mr.  Medli- 
cott;  and  they  fold  it  to  Francis  Auften,  efq.  of  Se- 
venoke,  who  quickly  afterwards  pafled  it  away  to  Ed- 
ward Auften,  efq.  who  afterwards,  on  the  death  of 
Sir  Sheffield  Auften,  bart.  fucceeded  to  the  title  of 
baronet,  being  grandfon  of  Robert,  fecond  fon  of  Sir 
Robert  Auften,  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1660. 
He  refided  at  Boxley  abbey,  and  having  married  Su- 
fanna,  daughter  ot  Mr.  Edward  Walfingham,of  Cal- 
lis-court  in  Ryarih,  died  without  iflue  in  1760,  and 
was  buried  in  Allington  church,  being  fucceeded  in 
the  title  by  his  only  brother,  Robert  Auften,  efq.  ot 
Tenterden,  who  died  in  1772,  without  iflue,  and  the 
title  became  extind.u  By  his  will  he  devifed  Boxley 

u See  Bexley,  vol.  ii.  p.  175* 
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abbey,  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to  his  wife’s  cou» 
fin  John,  fon  of  Nicholas  Amherft,  of  Weft  Bann- 
ing, in  tail  general,  remainder  to  the  late  John  Am- 
herft, efq.  of  Rochefter,  and  the  two  fons  of  Mr. 
James  Allen,  fubjeft  to  lady  Auften’s  life,  and  a 
power  to  her  of  deviling  the  fame.  Lady  Auften,  by 
her  will  confirmed  Sir  Edward’s  difpofition  of  his 
eftate,  and  died  about  fifteen  years  ago,  upon  which 
John  Amherft,  efq.  above  mentioned,  lateofBer- 
fted,  fucceeded  to  Boxley-abbey,  with  the  reft  of  Sir 
Edward  Auften’s  eftates  in  this  county,  and  is  thepre- 
fent  owner  of  it,  and  refides  here.w 

Newnham-court  is  a manor,  fituated  at  the 
fouth-eaft  corner  of  this  parifh,  which,  as  already  has 
been  mentioned,  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Boxley, 
and  being  after  the  fuppreftion  of  it  granted  by  king 
Henry  VIII.  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  became  forfeited 
to  the  crown  by  the  attaint  of  his  fon  of  the  fame 
name,  in  the  i ft  year  of  queen  Mary,  and  remained 
there  till  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  nth  year,  granted 
it  for  a term  of  years  to  John  Aftley,  efq.  mafter  of  her 
jewels ; and  afterwards,  in  her  26th  year,  granted  the 
' fee  of  it  to  his  fon,  Sir  John  Aftley,  who  alienated  it 
to  his  nephew.  Sir  Norton  Knatchbull,  afterwards, 
anno  164.1,  created  a baronet.  He  alienated  this 
manor,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  Sir  John 
Banks,  bart.  who  died  in  1699,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters his  coheirs;  theeldeft  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried Heneage  Finch,  fecond  fon  of  Heneage  earl  of 
Nottingham;  and  on  the  divifion  of  their  inheri- 
tance he  became  in  her  right  entitled  to  it.  He  was 
afterwards  created  baron  of  Guernfey  and  earl  of  Ayles- 
ford,  and  from  him  it  has  defcended  down  to  his  great 
grandfon,  the  Right  Hon.  Heneage  Finch,  earl  of  Aylei- 
ford,  who,  excepting  about  forty  acres  of  the  demefne 
lands  of  it,  which  together  with  an  eftate  called  Poll 


w See  more  of  the  Amherfts  under  both  the  Farleighs  and  Bar- 
mings, 
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mill,  in  this  parifh,  which  he  exchanged  for  other 
lands  elfewhere,  with  Mr.  Whatman,  to  authorife 
which  an  ad  palled  in  1785,  continues  the  poffoffor 
of  this  manor  and  eflate  of  Newnham  court. 

There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor,  which  is 
fubordinate  to  that  of  Boxley. 

Wavering  is  a hamlet  in  the  fouthern  part  of  this 
pari (h , the  manor  and  elfateol  which  feems  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  I.  to  have  been  part  of  the  poliefiions  of 
the  family  of  Hougham,  of  Hougham,  near  Dover, 
tho’  at  that  time,  as  appears  by  the  letters  patent  of 
king  Richard  I.  in. his  ill  year,  by  which  he  granted 
the  manor  of  Boxley  to  the  abbot  and  convent  here, 
they  then  poffeflbd  fome  lands  at  Wevering,  for 
the  king  confirmed  in  them  certain  agreements  made 
between  them  and  John  de  Horfpole,  and  his  Tons, 
for  the  land  at  this  place  ; and  king  Henry  III.  in  his 
37th  year,  granted  to  them  certain  liberties  within 
their  demefne  lands  at  Wavering,  &c.  what  became 
of  this  part  afterwards  1 do  not  find;  but  mold  pro- 
bable it  became  efteemed  as  part  of  their  manor  of 
Boxley,  and  continues  fo  at  this  time. 

. Another  part  of  Wavering  feems  about  the  fame 
time  to  have  been  veiled  in  the  family  of  Bourne, 
of  Bourne,  near  Barham  ; John  de  Bourne  held  lands 
m Wavering  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  and  in 
the  next  reign  had  a charter  of  free  warren  for  his 
lands  here  and  elfewhere  in  this  county. 

But  the  greatefl  part  of  Wavering,  as  well  as  the 
manor  itfelf,  appears  to  have  continued  veiled  in  the 
family  of  Hougham. 

Robert  de  Hougham  died  poffefled  of  it  in  the  2d 
year  of  king  Edward  I.  when  it  was  found,  that  he 
.•held  of  the  king  in  capite  in  Weveringe,  forty  (hillin  rS 
rent,  rendering  this  fervice  from  it,  that  whenever  the 
King  fhould  march  with  his  army  towards  Wales/  he 
Should  find  a horfe  of  the  price  of  5s.  with  a wallet’and 

Rot.  Efch.  ejus  ann.  No.  14. 
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a broche-  for  forty  days  at  the  king’s  cod  His  ion 
of  the  fame  name.  Hi  pH  twr^r  ^ r • • , lon 

year  of  that  reitn  Li  r P°aelied  of  m the  29th 
if®  ot  “«  re,gn,  holding  it  in  capite  by  the  like  ler- 

vice  His  daughter,  Benedida  de  Hougham  car 

ather  John,  by  marriage  with  Helen,  daughter  and 
hdr  of  John  de  Bourne,  about  the  end  of  kina  FH- 

WaT  I n He^^d  IlkeWiife  h‘S  proPertyin  Waverino’. 
John  de  Shelving  the  grandfon,  died  poffeffecTof 

n i hv  fh!nf  e 4th,yearof  kil'g  Edward  HI.  hold- 
mg  It  by  the  fervice  above  mentioned  ; and  his  wife 

return  dlef  •p??effed  of  “ 111  'he  2 2d  year  of  that’ 
reign,  upon  which  it  came  to  their  daughter  and  heir 

Benediaa,  the  wife  of  Sir  Edmund  tie  Haute,  of 

Haute  s-court,  in  Petham,  whole  eldeft  fon,  Nicholas 

of  Tf  tWnJ°nS’  Nl^hoias  of  Petham,  and  William 
of  Bilhoptbourne,  the  latter  of  them  poffetftd  this 

manor  ot  W avenng ; f rom  whom  it  defcended  down  to 
. WJn;  Haute,  of  Bilhopfbourne,  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VIII.  and  left  by  hisfecond  wife,  Ma- 
0r,  rehcl;  of  Chnftopher  Kempe,  daughter  of  Sir 
Richard  Guldeford,  two  daughters  and  Coheirs.2  On 
the  partition  ot  their  inheritance,  the  manor  of  Wa- 
vering was  allotted  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  in  right  of 
his  wife,  Jane,  the  youngeft  of  them  ; and  an  a&  paf- 
ed,  anno  3 1 Henry  VIII.  for  the  aflurance  of  it;  but 
he  being  convifted  of  high  treafon,  and  attainted  in 
the  i ft  year  of  queen  Mary,  it  was,  among  the  reflof 
his  eftates  forfeited  to  the  crown,  where  it  remained 
till  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  24th  year,  reftored  it  to 
Jane  Wyatt,  his  widow ; and  her  fon,  George 
Wyatt,  elq.  for  three  lives;  but  the  reverfion  re- 
mained in  the  crown  till  king  Charles  I.  granted  the 
lee  of  it  to  Stephen  Alcock,  efq.  of  Rochefter,  who 


» ivr^cOC^e  -*S  a lar§e  ve^  °f  leather,  to  carry  wine  in. 

MbS.  pedig.  Haute,  Colepeper  and  Wyatt.  Philipott,  p.  89. 
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alienated  it  to  Sir  Francis  Wyatt,  Ton  of  Geo.  Wyatt 
above  mentioned,  who  then  pofl'efled  the  before  men- 
tioned term  in  this  manor,  and  he  died  pofletfed  of  it 
in  1644;  after  w’hich  it  pafled  with  the  manor  of 
Boxley  and  his  other  eftates  to  the  Seyliard’s,  from 
whom  it  was  recovered  at  law,  in  like  manner  as  has 
been  already  mentioned  above,  in  the  account  of  that 
manor,  by  Mr.  Sergeant  Wiat,  and  was  afterwards  de- 
vifed  with  them,  by  his  youngeft  lurviving  fon,  Rich- 
ard, in  1753,  to  his  relation,  Robert  lord  Romney, 
whole  fon,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney  is 
the  prefent  proprietor  of  it. 

The  fee  farm  of  this  manor  was  purchafed  of  the 
crown,  by  Sir  Robert  Marfham,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.  by  virtue  of  the  aft  pafled  for  the  fale  of  it. 

There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor,  which  is  now 
included  in  the  paramount  manor  of  Boxley. 

Vinter’s,  formerly  called  Vintner’s,  the  man- 
fion  of  which  is  fituated  in  the  fouthern  part  of  this 
parifh,  antiently  afforded  both  feat  and  furnaine  to 
the  poflfefibrs  of  it. 

Roger  Vinter  refided  here,  and  was  one  of  the  con- 
fervators  of  the  peace  for  this  county  in  the  1 8th  year 
of  king  Edward  III.  anno  1343,  in  the  40th  year  of 
which  he  founded  a chantry  in  Maidftone  church, 
called  Gould’s  chantry,  from  the  eftate  with  which 
he  endowed  it.  His  ion,  John  Vinter,  in  the  10th 
year  of  king  Henry  IV.  fold  it  to  John,  fon  of  Sir 
Ralph  de  Fremingham,  of  Loofe,  who  dying  two 
years  afterwards,  without  iflfue,  it  came  to  Roger  Ifley, 
of  Sundrifh,  as  neareft  of  blood  ; and  in  his  defend- 
ants, Vinter’s  continued  down  to  Sir  Henry  Ifley, 
who  by  the  aft  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI. 
procured  his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  difgavelled. 

Being  concerned  in  the  rebellion  raifed  by  Sir  Tho. 
Wyatt,  in  the  iff  year  of  queen  Mary,  he  was  attaint- 
ed, and  executed  at  Sevenoke,  and  his  lands  were  con- 
fifcated  to  the  crown.  Soon  after  which  queen  Mary 
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granted  this  feat  to  Cutts,  who  in  the  next  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth  alienated  it  to  Sir  Cavaliero  May- 
cott,  alias  Mackworth,  his  name  being  fo  fpelt  in  this 
parilh  regifter,  who  about  the  middle  of  James  I.’s 
reign  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  William  Covert,  efq.  who 
was  great  grandfon  of  Richard  Covert,  efq.  of  Slaug- 
ham,  in  Sufiex,  by  his  third  wife  Joane,  daughter  of 
William  Afhburnham.  They  bore  for  their  arms. 
Gules , a fefs  ermine , between  three  martlets  or ,a  His 
fon,  Walter  Covert,  about  the  beginning  of  Charles  I.’s 
reign  alienated  it  to  Sir  William  Tufton,  the  fourth 
fon  of  Sir  John  Tufton,  of  Hothfield,  bai  t,  a younger 
brother  of  Nicholas,  created  baron  Tufton  and  earl 
of  Tkanet.  He  refided  at  this  feat  of  Vinter’s,  or 
Vintner’s,  as  it  was  then  commonly  called,  and 
was  created  a baronet  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
by  king  Charles  I. 

On  his  death  his  eldeft  fon,  Sir  Benedict  Tufton, 
bart.  fucceeded  to  this  eftate,  who  dying  without  iffue, 
his  next  brother,  Sir  Charles  Tufton,  bart.  became 
polfefted  of  it,  and  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II. 
alienated  it  to  Daniel  Whyte,  efq.  who  refided  here, 
and  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1689  ; his  fon  of  the  fame 
name,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  pafled  it  away  by 
fale  to  Sir  Samuel  Ongley,  one  of  the  South  Sea  di- 
rectors, who  devifed  it  to  his  nephew,  Samuel  Ong- 
ley, efq.  of  Old  Warden,  in  Bedfordlhire,  in  tail;  on 
whofe  death,  [p.  in  1747,  this  feat  came,  by  virtue 
of  the  will  of  Sir  Samuel  Ongley,  above  mentioned, 
to  Robert  Henley,  efq.  barrilter  at  law,  who  took 
upon  himfelf  the  furname  of  Ongley,  and  was  after- 
wards of  Old  Warden  ; and  in  1 776,  was  created  ba- 
ron Ongley  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  In  1783?  lie 
obtained  an  aft:  to  veil  this  eftate  in  truftees,  to  be 
fold,  and  they  accordingly  conveyed  it  to  James 

a Vifitation  of  the  County  of  Kent.  Pedigree,  Covert. 
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Whatman,  efq.  of  this  parifh,  who  has  fince  re- 
built  this  manfion,  in  an  elegant  manner,  and  now 
refides  in  it. 

Mr.  Whatman  has  been  twice  married,  firft,  to  Sa- 
rah, eldeft  daughter  of  Edward  Stanley,  efq.  fecretary 
of  the  cuftoms,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters;  Ca- 
milla, married  to  Sir  Charles  Style,  bart.  and  Ltetitia; 
lecondly  to  Sufannah,  eldeft  daughter  of  Jacob  Bo- 
lanquet,  of  Eflex,  by  whom  he  has  one  fon,  James. 
He  ferved  the  office  of  fheriffin  1767,  and  bore  for  his 
arms,  Party  per  pale  or  and  fable  ya  pheon  counter  changed. 

This  feat  was  for  many  years  inhabited,  as  tenants, 
by  the  family  of  Champneis,  many  of  whom  are,  from 
time  to  time,  mentioned  in  the  parifh  regifter  of 
Boxley  ; the  firft  of  them,  Walter  Champneis,  being 
mentioned  in  1582.  The  laft  occupier  of  this  name 
was  Henry  Champneis,  efq.  who  died  at  it  in  1781, 
unmarried.1* 

1 he  tithes  of  this  eftate  of  Wnter’s  were  part 
of  the  pofteffions  of  the  priory  of  Ledes,  and  coming 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  at  the  fuppreffion  of  that 
monaftery,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  were 
granted  by  the  king,  in  his  33d  year,  by  his  dotation 
c barter,  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  then 
newly  founded,  by  the  defcription  of  all  the  tithes  of 
corn,  wool,  hay,  and  other  tithes  whatfoever,  of  ail 
thofe  lands  and  tenements  called  Vintner’s.  This 
portion  of  tithes,  in  the  parifhes  of  Boxley  and  Ber- 
fted,  of  the  yearly  value  of  fix  pounds,  was  let  by  the 
late  dean  and  chapter,  15  Charles  I.  at  the  yearly  rent 

of  twelve  lhillings.  The  prefent  leflee  is  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Fow’e. 

Ovenhelle,  now  commonly  called  Overkill  farm 
from  its  fituation  on  the  chalk  hills,  in  this  parilh 
was  once  accounted  a manor,  and  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  I.  was  held  in  fergeantry  by  Sir  Ofbert 

See  more  of  this  family  under  Weftenhanger  in  Stanford. 
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dc  Longocampo  or  Longchamp,  by  the  fervice  of  at- 
tending the  king  in  his  army  into  Wales/  forty  days 
at  his  own  expence,  with  one  horfe  of  the  price  of 
five  (hillings,  and  with  one  wallet  of  the  price  of  fix- 
pence,  and  with  a broche  to  the  fame  wallet/  Soon 
after  which  it  became  the  property  of  Stephen  dc 
Penceftre,  by  one  of  whofe  daughters  and  coheirs, 
Joan,  it  went  in  marriage  to  Stephen  de  Cobham,  of 
Rundell  in  Shorne,'  who  poffeffed  it  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  II.  and  was  a baron  of  this  realm  ; his 
fon,  John  de  Cobham  of  Rundell,  died  poffeffed  of  it 
in  the  36th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  holding  it  by 
the  like  fervice. 

He  left  two  fons,  Thomas  and  Reginald,  of  whom 
the  eldeft,  Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  fucceeded  him  here, 
and  died  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  being 
then  poffeffed  of  this  manor,  fituated  in  Ovenhell  in 
Boxley,  held  of  the  king  in  capite  by  the  above  men- 
tioned fervice.  It  continued  in  his defeendants  till  it 
was  alienated  to  Wyatt.  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Al- 
lington,  died  owner  of  the  manor  of  Ovenhill  in  the 
34th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  holding  it  in  capite  by 
knights  fervice,  leaving  SirThomas  Wyatt  his  fon  and 
heir,  who  in  the  1 ft  year  of  queen  Mary  forfeited  this, 
among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to  the  crown  for  high 
treafon  ; but  it  was  afterwards,  with  other  eftates  in 
this  parifh,  regranted  to  his  family,  in  whom  it  con- 
tinued till  Richard  Wiat,efq.  dying  in  1753,  with- 
out iffue,  bequeathed  it  by  his  laft  will  to  Robert 
lord  Romney/  whofe  fon,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
lord  Romney  is  the  prefent  pofleflor  of  it. 

This  manor,  with  others  in  this  neigbourhood,  was 
antientfy  bound  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the 
fourth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

^ 4 

c In  Rot.  Hund.  anno  3 Edw.  I.  Rot.  7 Kane. 

d See  Blount’s  Ten.  p.  61.  > ..... 

e See  more  of  him,  under  Randall  in  Shorne,  vol.  lii.  of  this 
Hiftorv,  p.  447.  f See  above,  p.  338. 
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Queen  Mary,  in  her  ift  year,  granted  to  George 
Clarke  feveral  parcels  of  land  in  Boxley,  late  belonging 
to  the  abbey  of  Boxley,  and  parcel  of  the  eftate  of  Sir 
Thomas  Wyatt,  attainted  of  high  treafon,  a-d  the 
orange,  called  the  Nether  grange,  (fo  called,  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  the  Upper  grange,  mentioned 
above)  in  Boxley,  and  many  other  lands  and  tenements 
there,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.  On  his 
death,  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  his  fon.  Geo. 
Clarke,  lucceeded  to  them,  by  the  defcription  of  one 
meftuage,  three  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  mea- 
dow and  pafture,  in  Boxley,  to  hold  of  the  queen  as 
above  mentioned.  Jn  the  22d  year  of  that  reign,  he 
alienated  it  to  Robert  Bruer,  gent,  whofe  fon  and  heir, 
John  Brewer,  efq.  for  fo  the  name  was  now  fpelt,  in 
1 6 1 1,  fucceeded  him  in  thefe  premifes,  of  which  he 
appears  to  have  been  poflefled  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I.  It  was  afterwards  purchafed  by  James  Cal- 
der,  efq.  afterwards  Sir  James  Caldcr,  bart.  whofe  fon, 
brigadier  General  Sir  Henry  Calder,  bart.  died  pof- 
fefTed  of  it  in  1792,  leaving  his  widow  furviving,  and 
an  infant  fon,  now  Sir  Henry  Calder,  bart.  and  in  them 
the  fee  and  pofleflion  of  this  eftate  is  now  veiled. 

There  is  a large  farm  here,  called  the  Court- 
lodge,  which  w'as  poffeffed  by  the  family  of  Bartho- 
lomew,; one  of  whom,  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq.  of 
Oxenhoath,  dying  without  ifTue  in  1757,  bequeathed 
it  by  will  to  the  fecond  fon  of  Francis  Geary,  efq.  of 
Polfden,  in  Surry,  by  Mary  his  half  fifter;  which  fe- 
cond fon,  now  Sir  William  Geary,  bart.  of  Oxenhoath, 
is  the  prefent  owner  of  it.6 

The  Grove  is  an  eftate  in  the  fouthern  part  of  this 
parifh,  which  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  was  con- 
veyed by  Ifabel  de  Wavering  to  Tho.  Burbige,  whofe 
descendant,  of  the  fame  name,  poflefled  the  Grove, 
with  a dove  houfe  and  other  lands  adjoining  to  it,  in 


* See  Oxenhoath,  in  Peckham. 


the 


BOXLEY. 

the  reign  of  king  Henry  Vi I.  after  which  great  part 
of  the  land  was  from  time  to  time  fold  off  from  it,  but 
what  remained  with  the  houfe  defeended  to  Mr.  Tho. 
Burbige,  who  dying  without  ifiue,  and  being  the  laft 
heir  male,  gave  it  by  will  to  his  filler;  and  (he,  in  1702, 
conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr.  John  Watts,  who  after- 
wards became  famous  for  working  the  remarkable  fine 
vein  of  fullers  earth  here.  His  heirs  pafied  it  away  by 
fale  to  general  William  Belford,  colonel  commandant 
of  the  firft  battalion  of  the  royal  regiment  of  artillery, 
who  died  in  1780,  leaving  by  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Schalch,  of  Woolwich,  two  Ions  and  one  daughter;  the 
fons,  Guftavus  and  William,  were  both  officers  in  the 
army,  and  by  their  father’s  will  became  jointly  pof- 
fefied  of  this  eftate  ; the  former  colonel  Guftavus  Sel- 
ford  ftill  polfelfes  one  moiety  of  this  eftate;  the  latter 
is  fince  deceafed,  having  left  by  his  wife,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  Thomas  Jones,  efq.  of  Eaft  Wickham, 
two  daughters  his  coheirs,  who  are  now  entitled  to  the 
other  moiety  of  it.  They  bear  for  their  arms,  Argent , 
a chevron , a rofe  in  bafe  gules. 

CHARITIES. 

William  Kember,  once  a poor  boy  of  this  parifii,  afterwards 
a tanner  of  the  town  of  Faverfiiam,  by  will,  in  1611,  gave  to  the 
vicar  of  Boxley  and  his  fuccefl'ors  for  ever,  the  yearly  him  of  30s. 
out  of  his  houfe  and  garden,  in  Court-fireet,  in  Faverfiism,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  poor  inhabiting  and  dwelling  in  this  parifii,  to  be 
paid  to  them  yearly  at  the  ufual  church  porch  on  St.  Thomas’s 
day,  with  power  of  diftrefs,  &c. 

The  sum  of  50I.  due  by  bond  from  the  commifiioners  of  the 
Sandling  turnpike,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  this  parifii,  is  veiled 
in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Burville,  and  is  of  the  annual  product  of  2I. 

Boxley  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  dioceje  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of  Sutton. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  (lands 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  village ; it  is  not  large,  but 
neat,  and  contains  three  ifies  and  a chancel,  with  a 
handfome  fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  hang 
four  fmall  bells,  which  were  eaft  in  1652,  by  M.  Darby. 

In  this  church,  before  the  Reformation,  was  a fa- 
mous rood,  called  the  Rood  of  Grace,  which  was  held 

in 
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in  great  efteem  for  the  miracles  it  was  fuppofed  to 
work.  It  was  broken  to  pieces  by  the  king’s  com- 
mand at  St.  Paul's  crols,  in  London,  on  Sunday,  Fe- 
bruary 24,  1538,  in  the  prefence  of  John  Hilfey,  bi- 
fhop  of  Rochefter,  and  a vaft  concourfe  of  the  popu- 
lace.'* 

1 he  church  of  Boxley  was  given  by  king  Henry  I. 
in  1130,  to  the  church  of  Rochefter,  with  all  its  liber- 
ties and  rights,  in  like  manner  as  his  chaplain,  Jeffry 
or  Ansfrid,  the  clerk,  had  ever  held  it;  but  that 
church  and  monaftery,  having  been  deftroyed  by  fire, 
and  the  monks  difperfed  abroad,  king  Stephen,  in 
1137,  dilpoffefied  them  of  this  church,  which,  howe- 
ever,  on  their  return  to  their  monaftery,  was  on  their 
remonftrance  to  the  court  of  Rome,  by  the  pope’s 
bull,  reftored  and  confirmed  to  them;  and  Walter,  bi- 
Ihop  of  Rochefter,  not  only  confirmed  to  them  the 
appropriation  of  it,  but  granted  to  them  the  free  dif- 
pofal  and  prefentation  of  the  vicarage,  faving  the  right 
of  the  bifhop  of  the  diocefe;  which  grant  was  con- 
firmed likewife  by  the  feveral  archbifhops  of  Canter- 
bury afterwards. 

In  the  year  1 1 80,  there  was  an  agreement  made  be- 
tween the  monks  of  Boxley  and  thofe  of  Rochefter, 
concerning  the  parochial  tithes  of  this  church;. by 
which  the  latter  granted  to  the  former  a certain  field 
belonging  to  the  parifti  church  of  Boxley,  above  the 
hills,  but  by  the  conient  of  the  former  they  retained 
out  of  it  for  ever  half  an  acre  of  wood  for  fencing;  and 
the  monks  of  Rochefter  granted  to  thofe  of  Boxley  all 
the  tithes  above  the  hills  of  all  lands,  as  well  of  thofe 
free  lands,  which  the  latter  had  of  the  king’s  gift,  as 
of  thofe  which  they  had  acquired,  to  be  held  finally  in 
villcnagc,  or  might  acquire  in  future,  at  any  time  for 
their  own  ufe  ; and  likewife  certain  land  belonging  to 
this  parifh  church,  under  the  hill,  with  the  rneadow 

& See  Lambarde’s  Peramb.  p.  238.  Kilburne’s  Surv.  p.  36. 
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adjoining,  between  the  abbey  and  village  of  Boxley  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  monks  of  Boxiey  granted  to 
thofe  of  Rochefter  all  their  tithes  under  the  hills,  with- 
out the  bounds  of  the  abbey  and  grange}  that  is  to 
fay,  of  all  corn  only  and  pulfe,  of  all  their  lands  under  the 
hills,  as  well  of  thofe  antiently  as  newly  cultivated,  and 
which  they  had  from  the  foundation  of  the  abbey,  or 
might  bring  into  culture  at  any  time  in  future;  and 
that  the  monks  of  Rochefter  flhould  have  all  the  tithes 
on  the  fides  of  the  hills  of  all  lands  which  at  that  time, 
or  before  were  reduced  to  culture,  excepting  the  field 
which  the  monks  of  Boxley  bought  of  John  de  Hores- 
pole ; which  compofition  was  confirmed  by  Richard, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

The  confirmations  of  this  church  to  the  priory  feem 
afterwards  to  have  been  but  little  regarded,  and  they 
were  again  difpoftefled  of  it,  with  a refervation  of  60s. 
annual  pcnfion  only  from  it;  and  it  appears,  that  the 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  together  with  the  prior  and  con- 
vent, ufed  to  prefent  to  it  on  a vacancy,  till  the  time 
of  archbifhop  Iflip,  who  at  the  petition  of  the  monks, 
with  the  confent  of  the  bifhop,  in  1363,  reftored  this 
church  to  them,  in  as  ample  a manner  as  they  had  be^- 
fore  held  it ; and  he  granted  them  full  liberty  to  re- 
enter into  the  corporal  pofleffion  of  it,  with  all  its 
rights  and  appurtenances,  on  the  vacancy  of  the  redtor 
then  incumbent  on  it;  referving,  neverthelefs,  in  the 
firft  place,  a proper  portion  out  of  the  fruits  and  pro- 
fits, for  the  maintenance  of  a perpetual  vicar,  at  the 
prefer.tation  of  the  bifhop,  to  be  inftituted  by  him  and 
his  fucceftbrs,  and  for  the  due  lupport  of  the  epifcopal 
and  archidiaconal  burthens,  and  others  belonging  to  it; 
and  a vicarage  was  afterwards  accordingly  endowed  in 
it  by  archbifhop  Sudbury,  in  the  year  1 377-x 

In  1403,  a definitive  fentence  was  palled  concern- 
ing the  tithes  of  this  vicarage  ;k  at  which  time,  and  fo 

* Regift.  Sudbury,  f.  124.  MSS.  Lamb. 
k Aug.  Off.  Chart.  Antiq.  D.  101.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  i8rt 
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late  as  the  year  1485,  this  church  and  advowfon  be- 
longed to  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  for  in  the  latter 
year,  archbifhop  Bouchier,  cardinal  and  apoftolic  le* 
gate,  confirmed  the  appropriation  of  it  to  them;  and 
a compofition  was  entered  into,  anno  20  Richard  II. 
between  the  prior  and  convent,  and  Adam  Motrum, 
archdeacon  of  Canterbury  ; that  as  the  archdeacon  and 
his  archdeaconry  was  detrimented,  in  the  yearly  fum  of 
6s.  8d.  the  like  fum  fhould  be  yearly  paid  to  the  latter, 
out  of  the  profits  of  it  fo  long  as  they  poflefled  it. 

The  appropriation,  as  well  as  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  feems  very  foon  afterwards  to  have  palled  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Boxley,  tho’ 
by  what  means  I do  not  find,  before  its  difiolution, 
which  happened  in  the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
for  that  king,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his  3 2d  year, 
fettled  his  rectory  and  church  of  Boxley,  late  belong- 
ing to  the  difiolved  monaftery  of  Boxley,  and  the  vi- 
carage of  it,  on  his  new  eredled  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  part  of  whofe  pofteftions  they  now  remain. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was 
valued  at  32I.  the  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books 
at  vi\.  19s.  2d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  5s.  nd. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  29th  year,  let  to  Thomas 
Vicary,  one  of  his  furgeons,  the  tithes  of  corn  and  the 
glebe  lands  of  this  rettory,  and  the  capital  mefluage, 
houfes,  and  buildings  belonging  to  it,  and  ten  pieces  of 
land,  late  belonging  to  the  monaftery  of  Boxley  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  forty  pounds. 

In  the  exchange  of  lands,  made  between  Henry  VIII. 
and  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  in  the  32d  year  of  his  reign, 
tfie  parfonage  of  Boxley,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vi- 
carage, with  their  appurtenances,  were  particularly  ex- 
cepted, to  remain  to  the  king’s  ufe. 

By  a furvey  of  this  parfonage,  on  the  abolition  of 
deans  and  chapters,  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I. 
in  1 649,  by  order  of  the  ftate,  is  appears,  that  the  par- 
fonage- 
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ionage-houfe , a fair  and  goodly  houfe,  with  its  appur- 
tenances, tithes,  &c.  late  belonging  to  the  late  mona- 
stery there,  and  forty-eight  acres,  three  roods,  and  two 
perches  of  land,  in  the  improved  rents,  were  the  whole 
of  them  worth  1401.  3s.  6d.  perannum;  and  were  let 
by  the  dean  and  chapter,  anno  1 5 Charles  I.  to  Robert 
Parker  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  26!. 
13s.  4d.  and  twelve  couple  of  conies,  or  16s.  in  money; 
that  the  leffee  was  bound  to  repair  the  chancel,  and 
that  the  vicarage,  which  was  excepted  out  of  the  leafe, 
was  worth  fixty  pounds  per  annum. 

The  prefent  leffee  of  the  parfonage  is  Mr.  William 
Fowle  ; the  vicarage  is  referved  out  of  the  leafe  of  it, 
and  is  in  the  difpofal  of  the  dean  and  chapter. 

The  vicar  of  Boxley  has  belonging  to  him  all  tithes 
of  wood,  hops,  hay,  clover,  cinquefoil,  flax,  wold, 
wool,  lambs;  milk,  eggs,  apples,  cherries,  and  other 
fruit,  and  of  pafture  ; his  dues  are,  for  burials,  2s.  for 
marriages,  5s.  for  chriftenings  in  houfes,  2s.  6d.  and 
for  churchings  at  church,  6d.  at  home,  is.  for  Eafter 
offerings  he  can  demand  of  every  perfon,  above  fix- 
teen  years  old,  6d.  fo  of  a man  and  his  wife,  is. 

He  has  a penfion  of  81.  per  annum,  payable  out  of 
the  exchequer,  as  an  augmentation ; the  fees  for  re- 
ceiving of  which  are,  if  he  receives  it  himfelf,  12s.  if 
by  another,  20s.1 

The  land  the  vicarage  houfe,  with  its  appurtenances, 
ftands  on,  with  the  garden  and  court  yard,  is  not  above 
the  third  part  of  an  acre;  which,  with  the  herbage  of 
the  church  yard,  is  all  the  glebe  the  vicar  has.  The 
houfe,  which  is  built  of  brick,  andfafhed,  is  handfome 
and  commodious, and  has  proper  offices  adjoining  to  it. 
It  was  eredted  by  Mr.  archdeacon  Spratt,  whiift  vicar 
of  this  parifh ; fince  which  it  has  been  considerably 
improved  by  Dr.  Markham,  vicar  likewife,  now  arch- 

• v *1 

1 This  account  is  entered  in  the  parifh  regifter,  with  the  fub- 
fcription  o'f  Jo.  Wyvell,  vicar,  1694. 

bifhop 
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bifhop  of  York,  who  fometimes  refided  in  it,  as  did 
his  fucceffor,  Dr.  North,  now  bifhop  of  Winchefter. 

in  17 33}  vicarage  was  valued  at  200I.  it  is  now 

300I.  per  annum. 

Bifhop  Henry  de  Sandford,  by  his  decree  temp. 
Henry  III.  at  the  petition  of  the  vicar  and  parifhion- 
ers,  changed  the  feaft  of  the  dedication  of  this  church, 
from  the  10th  of  February  to  the  Monday  next  after 
the  feaft  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

CHURCH  OF  BOXLEY. 

PATRONS, 


Or  by  whom  prefen  ted. 
Prior  and  Convent  of  Roche/ler, 


Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefer.  ... 


*1  Reg.  Roff.  p.  182. 
ft  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  349. 

« Reg.  Roff.  p.  181. 
p Of  All  Souls  college,  Oxon.  He 
lies  buried  in  this  church. 

St  Hill,  of  Maidftoue,  p.  39. 


RECTOR  S. 

Galfridus,  in  the  time  of  king 
Stephen.™ 

Gregory  de  Ronianio , 1240." 
VICARS. 

Robert  Marre , in  1 3 8 5 .° 

William  Snelle , obt.  March  10, 
i45i.p 

John  Munden,  148 1 .q 
John  Quene,  1557/ 

David  Jeffrie,  obt.  Mar.  1558.’ 
Roger  Jo?ies , obt.  Aug.  1566. 
Philip  Hilles , ind.  Odh  15 66, 
obt.  June  1589. 

George  Cafe , A.  M.  1589,  obt. 
June  1632. 

Haute  Wyatt,  ind.  0£t.  3,  1632, 
obt.  Aug.  1638. 

John  Balcanqual , S.T.P.  indu6h 
1638,  refig.  1640. 

Walter  Balcanqual,  January  21, 
1640,  refig.  1646. 

Thomas  Heymes,  obt.  1678. 
Humphry  Lynde , 1678,  ob.  1 686.' 
John  Wyvall , A.  M.  ind.  Jan. 
11,  1690,  obt.  1704.“ 

r Reg.  Roff.  p.  588. 

* He  lies  buried  in  this  church,  as 
do  his  four  next  fucceffors. 

* And  curate  of  Maidftone. 

* Prebendary  of  Rochefter.  . 


PATRONS, 
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PATRONS,  C C?C.  VICAR’S. 


Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochejler. ... 


The  King  jure  Reg. 


Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochejler.... 


* He  was  re£W  of  Stone  by  Dart- 
ford,  prebendary  of  Rochcfter  and  Win- 
chefter,  and  archdeacon  of  the  former. 
He  was  fon  of  Thomas  Spratt,  bifltop 
o f Rocheftcr. 

x Firft  a prebendary  of  Norwich,  and 
then  of  Rocherter.  See  Sutton  at  Hone, 
vol.  ii.  p.  367. 

y Prebendary  of  Durham,  and  dean 
of  Rocheffer,  now  archbilhop  of  York. 

z Dean  of  Canterbury,  which  he 


Thomas  Sjirait , A.  M.  obt.  June 
12,  1720.* 

Edm.  Barrel l,  A.M.  obt.  1765.* 
hlin.  Markham , LL.D.  1 765, 
vacated  i 770.y 

Brownlow  North,  D.D.  February 
1 771,  vacated  1774.“ 

Wtn.  Nance,  A.M.  May  1775, 
refig.  Nov.  1 7S0. 

John  Benfon , D.  D.  Nov.  1780. 
Prefcnt  vicar.1 

refigned  that  year,  on  being  made  bi- 
fhop  of  Litchfield.  He  held  this  vi- 
carage in  commendurti  till  1774,  when 
he  was  advanced  to  the  fee  of  Wor- 
celter,  now  biihop  of  Wihchefter.  He 
was  a younger  fon  of  Francis,  earl  of 
Guildford. 

a Prebendary  of  Canterbury.  He 
exchanged  the  redWies  of  Great  Chart 
and  St.  Michael,  Harbledown,  fot  this 
vicarage,  with  his  predeceflbr. 


DETLING. 

THE  next  parifh  eaftward  from  Boxley  is  Detling, 
written  in  antient  records,  Detlinges. 

The  village  of  Detling  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of 
the  chalk  hills,  the  turnpike  road  from  Maidftone, 
over  the  hill  here,  to  Key-ftreet  and  Sittingborne, 
leading  through  it ; the  manor  of  Eaft  and  Weft 
court  are  fituated  in  it,  the  church  ftands  near  the 
weft  fide  of  it.  This  ftreet  feems  antiently  to  have 
been  called  Polley-Jlreet,  from  the  family  of  that  name, 
which  had  its  original  here,  where  they  refided,  and. 
were  antiently  written  Polley,  alias  Polhill,  the  diredt 
defeendant  of  them,  being  Charles  Polhill,  efq.  of 
Chipfted,  and  there  are  yet  lands  in  this  parifh  called 
Polley  fields.  The  foil  of  this  parifh,  upon  and  below 
the  hill,  confifts  in  general  of  chalk,  and  is  very  poor 
and  unfertile;  in  the  fouth  weft  part  of  it  there  is  much 
coppice  wcod ; above  the  hill  it  is  equally  poor,  con- 

VOL.  IV.  A a fifting 
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Tiding  of  a cold  red  unfertile  earth,  intermixed  with 
quantities  of  flints.  In  the  whole  it  is  an  unfrequented 
parith,  and  would  be  more  fo,  and  but  little  known, 
was  it  not  for  the  turnpike  road  through  it.  The  air 
is  very  healthy,  but  the  chalky  dony  foil  makes  it  ex- 
ceedingly unpleafant  either  to  dwell  in  or  to  pafs 
through  it. 

This  place  is  faid  to  have  been  part  of  the  antient 
podeffions  of  the  archbifhopric  of  Canterbury,  and  to 
have  continued  fo  till  the  time  of  the  conqued,  when 
Odo,  biihop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  the  king’s 
half  brother,  by  his  great  power,  wreded  it  from  the 
church  j but  archbifhop  Eanfranc,  Toon  after  his  com- 
ing to  the  fee,  recovered  this  manor,  among  others,  in 
that  noted  aflembly  of  the  whole  county,  at  Pinenden- 
heath,  in  107  6,  being  the  i ith  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign. 

It  appears,  by  the  inquifition  taken  throughout 
England,  in  the  12th  and  13th  years  of  king  John, 
and  delivered  in  by  the  feveral  Ihenffs  to  the  king’s 
treafurer,  that  Detling  was  then  in  the  podedion  of  a 
family  who  took  their  furname  from  it ; and  that  Wil- 
liam de  Detling  then  held  it  of  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury by  knight’s  fervice,  as  half  a knight’s  fee.  In 
memory  of  this  family,  Philipott  fays,  there  was  once, 
for  there  is  not  now  even  a report  of  its  having  been 
there,  a mady  lance,  wreathed  all  over  with  a thin  iron 
plate,  preferved  in  this  church,  like  that  of  William  the 
Conqueror  at  Battle,  in  Sudex,  of  the  Peches  at  Lul- 
lingdone,  in  this  county,  the  Carewes  at  Beddington, 
in  Surry,  and  feveral  others,  as  the  very  fpear  by  them 
uled,  and  depofited  here  as  a memorial  of  their  atchiev- 
ments  in  arms,  and  an  emblem  of  their  extraordinary 
drength  and  abilities ; and  there  is  now  in  it  the  bud 
of  a man  on  a piece  of  antient  grave  done,  which  is  re- 
ported to  have  “belonged  to  the  monument  of  Sir  John 
- Detling, 

b See  more  of  him,  under  the  Mote,  in  Maidftone. 


The 
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The  family  of  Detling  afterwards  aflumed  the  fur- 
name  likewife  of  Brampton,  being  written  in  old  deeds, 
Brampton,  alias  Detling,  of  Detling  court,  where  they 
refided  till  the  beginning  of  king  Henry  IV.’s  reign, 
when  John  Brampton,  alias  Detling,  leaving  an  only 
daughter  and  heir,  Benedidta,  fhe  carried  this  manor  in 
marriage  to  Thomas-at-Towne,  of  Towne’s-place,  in 
Throwley,  who  died  likewife  without  male  ilfue,  leav- 
ing three  daughters  his  coheirs.  On  the  partition  of 
whofe  inheritance,  about  the  24th  year  of  Henry  VI. 
this  manor  was  allotted  to  Eleanor,  the  eldeft,Tvife  of 
Rich.  Lewknor,  who  in  her  right  enjoyed  it.  He  alien- 
ated it  not  long  after  to  Sir  Richard  de  Wydevill,  or 
Wood v ill,  as  he  was  commonly  called,  who  was  created 
by  Henry  VI.  in  his  26th  year,  lord  Rivers,  &c.  and 
afterwards  knight  of  the  Garter, b and  earl  Rivers ; four 
years  after  which,  whilft  at  his  feat  at  Grafton,  near 
Northampton,  he  was  feized  by  a tumultuous  crowd  of 
people,  who  had  aftembled  themfelves  in  favour  of  king 
Henry,  and  was  put  to  death  by  them.  His  eldeft  fon, 
Anthony  lord  Scales,  after  the  death  of  Edward  IV. 
was  feized  on  by  the  dukes  of  Gloucefler  and  Buck- 
ingham as  he  was  attending  the  young  king  towards 
Eondon,  and  being  hurried  away  to  Pontefract,  was 
there  beheaded;  leaving  no  legitimate  blue,  Richard 
his  brother  fucceeded  him  in  honours  and  eftates, 
which  king  Richard  however  did  not  fuffer  him  to 
enjoy,  but  made  a grant  of  this  manor,  among  the 
reft  of  this  earl’s  lands  in  this  county,  in  his  iftyear, 
to  Robert  Brakenbury,  efq.  on  whom  he  at  the  fame 
time  conferred  the  office  of  conftable  of  the  Tower, 
and  other  favours,  for  his  good  fervices  to  him.  His 
pedigree,  drawn  from  antient  evidences  in  his  cuftody, 
in  1594,  is  among  the  Harleian  manufcripts.  This 
family  bore  for  their  arms,  Argent , three  bends  and  a 
chief  fable,  on  the  chief  a lion  pa f ant  guardant  or.  On 
the  acceffion  of  king  Henry  VII.  he  was  attainted  of 
high  treafon,  and  his  eftates  became  confifcated  to  the 

a a 2 crown  ; 
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crown;  foon  after  which  this  manor,  which  had  been 
before  alienated  to  Richard  Lewknor,  efq.  who  be- 
fore had  fome  eftate  here,  was  confirmed  by  the  king 
to  him,  and  his  only  daughter  and  heir  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  George  Hilles,  on  whofe  death,  without  male 
iffue,  his  two  daughters  became  his  coheirs ; one  of 
whom  married  Martin,  and  the  other  Vincent;  they 
divided  this  manor  into  feparate  moieties,  each  of 
which,  from  that  time,  became  a diftinft  manor;  one 
of  which,  called  Eaft-court , was  allotted  to  Martin; 
and  the  other  called  Weft-court , to  Vincent,  in  right 
of  their  refpeftive  wives. 

The  manor  of  East-court  was  alienated  in  the 
beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  to  John  Webbe, 
gent,  who  refided  here  ; from  which  name  it  pafled  by 
i'ale  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  to  Srmth;  and  lie, 
in  the  next  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  conveyed  it  to 
Sir  Edward  Henden,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exche- 
quer, who  devifed  it  by  his  will  to  his  nephew,  Sir 
John  Henden,  of  Biddenden  ; and  he,  in  Charles  II, ’s 
reign,  palfed  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir  John  Beale,  bart. 
of  Farningham ; who  died  in  1684,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters his  coheirs;  on  the  partition  of  whofe  inheritance, 
this  manor  fell  to  the  (hare  of  the  youngeft,  mar- 
ried to  William  Emmerton,  efq.  of  Chipfted,  who 
fold  it  to  Francis  Foote,  efq.  of  Veryari,  in  Cornwall, 
where  his  family  had  polTefled  lands  for  fome  genera- 
tions. He  left  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Hat- 
ley, efq.  whole  arms  were,  Azure , a fword  in  bendy 
between  two  mullets  or,  two  fons,  Benjamin  Hatley  and 
Francis  Hender,  and  a daughter,  fince  married  to 
Mr.  Pearfon,  and  was  fucceeded  in  this  manor  by 
his  eldeft  fon,  Benjamin  Hatley  Foote,  efq.  who  mar- 
ried Mary,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Robert  Mann,  efq. 
of  Linton,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  Geo.  Talbot 
Hatley  ; and  John  Foote,  now  a banker  in  London, 

c Philipott,  p.  13 1.  Cole’s  Entries,  p.  589. 
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who  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Martin,  of 
London  banker,  deceafed.  He  bore  for  his  arms 
Vert  a chevron  argent  between  three  doves  or  ; on  his 

W ' m Trr’,h‘c  ■0"’  Geo-  Talbot  Hatley  Foote, 
became  pofleffed  of  it,  and  is  the  prefent  proprietor 

The  manor  of  West-court,  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Vincent,  was  alienated  to  Mr.  William  Moreton,  of 
\ v hite-hoife,  in  Croydon,  who  was  pofleffed  of  it  in 
the  reign  ot  Philip  and  Mary,  in  whofe  family  it  com 
tinued  at  the  R.eftoration,c  in  1660  3 after  which  the 
manor  and  great  part  of  this  eftate  (for  there  was  a 
lhare  of  it  which  came  to  and  continued  fame  time 
in  the  name  of  Price)  palled  through  fome  interme- 
diate owners  till  it  came  into  the  poffeffion  of  Tho. 
Boirett,  efq.  of  Shoreham,  in  this  county  3 formerly 
one  of  the  prothonotaries  of  the  common  pleas,  who 
died  in  1 7513  and  his  heirs,  about  the  year  1766, 
paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  Benjamin  Hatley  Foote,  efq! 
owner  likewife  of  Eaft-court,  as  above  mentioned  ; 
fo  that  thefe  two  divided  manors  are  now  united  in 
the  lame  owner,  his  ton,  Geo.  Talbot  Hatley  Foote, 
efq.  being  the  prefent  pofieflbr  of  them  both. 

A court  baron  is  regularly  held  for  the  manor  of 
Detling,  the  jurifdibtion  of  which  extends  over  the 
manor  of  Henknurfl  in  Staplehurfl. 


CHARITIES. 

One  of  the  family  of  Polhill  gave  the  film  of  3s.  4c!.  yearly  to 
the  minifler,  and  the  like  to  the  clerk,  and  the  fame  to  the  poor, 
chargeable  on  land,  veiled  in  William  Stacey  Coafl,  efq.  now  of 
the  annual  product  of  10s. 

Detling  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioceje  of  Canterbury  and  deanry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  is  a 
fmall  building,  with  a low  pointed  fteeple,  and  is  fitu- 
ated  at  the  fouth  weft  end  of  the  village.  It  was  an- 
tiently  efteemed  but  as  a chapel  of  eafe  to  the  church 
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of  Maidftone,  which  was  of  the  patronage  of  the  fee 
of  Canterbury. 

The  redtory  of  the  church  of  Maidftone,  with  the 
chapels  of  Loofe  and  Detling  annexed,  was  appropria- 
ted by  archbifhop  Courtney,  with  the  king’s  licence, 
in  the  1 9th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  to  his  new  found- 
ed college  of  All  Saints,  in  Maidftone;  but  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  advowfon  of  them,  the  archbifhop  re- 
ferved  to  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors ; in  which  ftate 
they  remained  till  archbifhop  Cranmer,  in  the  29th 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  exchanged  ihe  advowfon 
and  patronage  of  the  church  of  Maidftone,  and  cha- 
pels annexed,  with  the  king,  among  other  premifes. 
Upon  the  diffolution  of  the  above  college,  in  the  ift 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  the  redtory,  as  well  as  the 
advowfon  of  the  laid  church  and  chapels,  becoming 
vefted  in  the  crown,  the  church  of  Maidftone  was 
left,  through  the  king’s  favour,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  town  and  parilh  ; and  that,  as  well  as  the  chapels 
of  Detling  and  Loofe,  were  ferved  by  curates  nomi- 
nated by  the  king,  whofe  ftipends  were  paid  by  the 
king’s  leffee  of  the  great  tithes  or  redtories  of  thefe 
parifhes ; at  which  time  the  barn,  tenths,  and  glebe 
of  the  parifh  of  Detling,  were  valued  at  7I.  6s.  8d. 
per  annum;  and  the  ftipend  paid  to  the  curate  of  this 
church,  by  the  archbifhop’s  leffee  of  the  tithes,  was 
2I.  13s.  4d. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  6th  year,  granted  the  re- 
verfion  of  the  redtory  of  the  feveral  parifhes  of  Maid- 
ftone, Detling,  and  Loofe,  then  in  leafe  to  Chrifto- 
pher  Roper,  efq.  to  Matthew  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, in  exchange;  fince  which  it  has  continued  part 
of  the  poffeffions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury  to  the  pre- 
fent  time. 

The  reader  will  obferve,  that  the  church  of  Detling 
was  in  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth’s  reign  efteemed 
as  a curacy  only  ; when  it  was  firft  accounted  a vicar- 
age, as  it  is  at  this  time,  I do  not  find ; but  it  was 
before  the  year  1643,  when  the  fequeftrators  of  arch- 
bifhop 


bifhop  Laud's  revenue  craved  the  allowance  of  21. 
13s,  4d.  being  the  yearly  penfion  paid  by  the  arch- 
biihop  to  the  vicar  of  Detling. 

Archbifhop  Juxon,  in  obedience  to  the  king’s  di- 
rections, made  an  addition  of  yl.  6s.  8d.  to  the  vi- 
car’s former  falary  ; fince  which,  by  the  will  of  arch- 
bifhop 1 emion,  in  1 7 1 5 > has  been  augmented  with 
the  fum  of  200I.  and  by  queen  Anne’s  bounty  again, 
which  produces  the  yearly  fum  of  fixteen  pounds. 

This  church  is  exempted  from  the  jurifdidion  of 
the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury.  The  vicarage  is  a 
difcharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of  the  clear 
yearly  certified  value  of  30I. 


CHURCH  OF  DETLING. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom Jirefented.  vicars. 

Archlijhops  of  Canterbury William  Sutton , in  i643.d 

Rayney. 

Friday. 

Charles  German , obt.  Aug.  17,04. 
John  Martin , refig.  1718.® 
Francis  Mur i ell,  A.M.  1718,0b. 
July  1750/ 

C.hrifopher  Thomas,  1 7 $0. 

Thomas  Baker, inft.  February  20, 
1764,  obt.  Feb.  1779.® 
William  Polhill,  pref.  Ap.  1 7 79, 
refigned.1* 

Denny  MartinFairf ax,  D.D.  Pre- 
fent  vicar. 


<1  MSS.  E.  H. 

e He  refigned  this  on  being  made 
vicar  of  St.  Clement’s,  in  Sandwich. 
f And  reftor  of  Rucking. 


g And  reftor  of  Frinfted. 
h He  was  before  vicar  of  Linton, 
which  he  refigned  on  taking  this  vi- 
carage. 


LOOSE. 

ADJOINING  to  the  parifh  of  Maidftone  fouth- 
vvard  lies  that  of  Loofe,  written  in  antient  records, 
Hlofe  and  Lofe. 
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It  moft  probably  takes  its  name  from  the  ftream 
here,  lofing  itfelf  for  fome  fpace  under  ground,  hlofan 
in  Saxon,  tignifying  to  loje  or  be  loft. 

The  parish  is  luuated  both  healthy  and  pleafant, 
the  foil  of  it  is  in  general  very  fertile,  being  a loam,  co- 
vering the  quarry  rock  at  no  great  depth.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly kindly  for  hops  and  fruit  grounds,  with  both 
which  it  abounds,  and  there  is  a general  neatnefs  kept 
up  here  in  the  culture  of  them,  which  is  particularly 
noticed  in  the  green  clipped  hedges  round  them, 
which  gives  the  whole  the  appearance  of  a well  cul- 
tivated garden  ground.  Its  length,  from  north  to 
fouth,  is  about  two  miles ; it  is  but  narrow  acrofs,  be- 
ing not  more  than  one  at  its  greateft  width.  The 
high  road  from  Maidftone  towards  the  Weald,  over 
Cockfheathva  fmall  part  of  which  is  within  this  parifh, 
runs  along  the  eaftern  boundary  of  it,  as  does  the 
ft  ream,  which  riles  at  Langley,  along  the  valley,  at  the 
weftern  boundary  of  it.  This  ft  ream,  about  a mile 
from  its  rife,  lol'es  itfelf  at  Brifhing,  under  ground, 
running  through  a fubterraneous  palfage  for  near  half 
a mile,  from  which  circumftance  this  parilli  is  fup- 
pofed  to  take  its  name ; and  here  I fhall  obferve,  that 
there  are  many  inftances  in  this  kingdom  of  rivers  lo- 
fing themfelves  in  this  manner,  as  the  Lin,  in  Devon- 
fh ire ; Mole,  in  Surry  j Deverill,  in  Wiltlhire;  Recall, 
in  Yorkfhire;  Hamps  and  Manyfold,  in  Staffordfhire ; 
and  Arien,  in  Denbigfhire;  and  perhaps  feveral  more. 

After  this  river  has  thus  loft  itfelf,  it  rifes  again  at 
the  quarries,  at  the  eaftern  bounds  of  this  pariih,  and 
running  above  ground,  directs  its  courfe  north  weft, 
to  this  village,  fituated  on  the  Maidftone  road,  about 
half  a mile  fromCocklheath,  romantically  on  the  fteep 
afeent  of  a hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  is  the  church  in 
the  middle  of  it.  On  the  eaft  fide,  though  at  a fmall 
diftance,  is  Salt’s  place,  a feat  which  was  formerly 
pofletied  by  the  family  of  Bufkin,  who  owned  con- 
siderable eftates  in  this  county,  from  whom  it  came, 
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»s  their  heir  to  John  Martin,  efq.  of  Stanmer'  in 
Suiiex  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Gules,  a lion  rampmt, 
and  eight  crofs  crojlets  or  ; whole  Ion,  Denny  Martin 
afterwards  refided  here,  having  married  Frances,  one 
of  the  daughters  of  Thomas  lord  Fairfax,  by  whom 
he  had  teveral  Tons  and  daughters  ; the  died  poffefled 
of  it  in  1791,  fince  which  her  eldeft  fon,  the  Rev. 
Denny  Martin,  who  has  taken  the  name  of  Fairfax 
and  now  of  Leeds  cattle,  and  D.  D.  is  become  the 
prefent  owner  of  it.  At  the  village,  the  above  men- 
tioned ftream  receives  another,  which  riles  on  the  hill 
juft  above  the  church,  and  then  having  eroded  the 
road,  flows  on  northward,  leaving  Looie-court  and 
Hale-place  a little  to  the  right;  the  neatnefs  and  rural 
elegance  of  the  grounds  belonging  to  the  former  great- 
ly contributing  to  the  pleafantneis  of  this  place ; the 
latter,  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a hill,  having  a pleading 
view  over  the  country  northweftward.  It  was  formerly 
called  Le  Hayle,  and  by  the  antient  gateway  feems  to 
have  been  an  habitation  of  lome  account  in  paft  times; 
it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Beale  for  leveral  defeejits, 
and  continued  fo  till  a female  heir  carried  it  in  mar-, 
riage  to  Mr.  William  Pott,  gent,  of  London;  who, 
in  1763,  new  fronted  the  houfe,  and  now  refides  in 
it.  After  having  patted  this  latter  feat,  the  ftream 
flows  on,  and  joins  the  river  Medway,  between  Up- 
per and  Lower  Tovill;  and  though,  in  its  courie, 
through  this  parifh,  it  does  not  run  but  little  more 
than  two  miles,  yet  there  are  fo  many  mills  on  it,  for 
different  manufacturers,  within  fight  of  each  other, 
that  it  may  be  faid  to  form  a chain  of  them  along  the 
whole  of  it. 

Loose  was  given  by  , king  Ethelwolf,  Ion  of  king 
Egbert,  about  the  year  832,  to  a widow,  named  Sueta, 
md  her  daughter  and  they  made  a donation  of  it  to 
he  monks  of  the  priory  of  Chrift  church,  in  Canter - 
Jury,  who  allotted  it  towards  the  expence  of  their 
loathing.' 

1 Dutrd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  29. 
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This  place  is  not  mentioned  in  the  record  of 
Domefday  ; as  it  adjoined  to  Eaft  Farleigh,  and  was, 
as  well  as  that,  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  priory  of 
Chrift-church,k  it  is  molt  probably  included  in  the 
defcription  of  that  manor.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  I.  the  manor  of  Lofe,  with  its  appurtenances, 
was  valued  at  eighteen  pounds.1  King  Edward  II.  by 
his  charter,  in  his  ioth  year,  confirmed  to  the  prior 
free  warren  in  all  the  demefne  lands,  acquired  fince 
the  time  of  his  grandfather ; fo  that  they  were  not 
within  the  bounds  of  his  foreft,  &c.m  This  manor 
continued  part  of  the  pofiefTions  of  the  priory  till  its 
diflblution  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when 
it  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  where  it  did 
not  remain  long,  for  he  fettled  it,  by  his  dotation 
charter,  in  the  33d  year  of  his  reign,  on  his  new-eredted 
dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  part  of  whofe  inhe- 
ritance it  now  continues. 

1 here  is  a court  leet  and  court  baron  held  for  this 
manor,  at  which  are  chofen  borlholders  for  the  bo- 
roughs of  Wanfhurft,  Falklheath,  and  Pattenden,  in 
the  Weald. 

In  the  33d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  the  lejjee  of 
this  manor  was  Stephen  Aftyn,  who  was  fucceeded  in 
the  30th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth  by  John  Smythe.  In 
the  year  1630  Robert  Swinock  was  tenant  of  it,  who 
held  it  till  after  the  death  of  king  Charles.  In  1661 
the  leafe  of  it  was  granted  to  Alabafter  Fludd,  efq.  who 
in  1675  was  fucceeded  by  Benjamin  Calamy,  D.  D. 
|n  1669  Abraham  Campion,  D.  D.  was  the  leffee  ; 
but  in  1724  William  Barrowby,  M.  D.  held  it,  and 
10 °n  afterwards  parted  with  his  intereft  in  it  to  John 
Hayes,  as  he  did  to  Thomas  Crifpe,  commonly  called, 
as  well  as  his  defendants,  Cripps,  to  whom  the  leafe 
of  it  was  granted  in  1734;  in  which  name  it  continued 


k Madox’8  Firm.  Burg.  p.  i7.  * Reg.  Eccl.  Chrifti,  Cant, 

‘i-attely  s Som.  part  U.  Ap-  Cart.  ,34. 
pendix,  p.  50. 
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down  to  Mr.  Thomas  Crifpe,  gent,  who  refided  here, 
and  by  his  continual  improvements  to  the  grounds  and 
waters  of  it,  rendered  this  place  as  delightful  and  plea- 
fant  a fpot,  as  a ferme  orn.ee>  as  any  this  part  of  Kent 
can  boaft  of.  His  only  fon,  John  Crifpe,  fucceeded 
him  here,  and  died  f.  p.  in  1792,  upon  which  it  came 
to  his  filter  Elizabeth,  whofe  hulband,  Mr.  John  Pen- 
fold, of  Maidltone,  became  in  her  right  entitled  to  the 
polTeffion  of  the  leafe  of  this  manor,  where  he  now 
refides. 

There  feems  to  have  been  another  manor  in  this  pa- 
rifh,  {tiled  likewife  the  manor  of  Loose,  which  was 
once  the  inheritance  ot  the  noted  family  of  Freming- 
ham,  who  from  their  being  {tiled  of  Lofe,  molt  pro- 
bably had  fome  manfion  for  their  refidence  in  this  pa- 
rifh,  and  the  owners  of  Pimp’s-court,  though  it  is 
fituated  in  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  having 
at  this  time  a feat  in  this  church,  in  fome  meafure  cor- 
roborates it,  though  that  might  perhaps  be  granted  in 
regard  to  their  contiguity  to  this  church,  and  great 
diftance  from  the  other.  John,  fon  of  Sir  Ralph  de 
Fremingham,  of  Lofe,  died  in  the  12th  year  of  king 
Henry  IV.  poffeffed  of  this  manor  of  Lofe,  and  leaving 
no  iffue,  he  by  will  devifed  it  to  feoffees,  who  next 
year  affigned  it  over  accordingly,  to  John,  fon  of  Re- 
ginald de  Pimpe,  of  Pimpe’s  court,  in  Eaft- Farleigh, 
and  his  heirs  male,  with  remainder  to  Roger  Ifle,  as 
being  the  neareft  of  blood  to  him.  After  which  this 
manor,  by  unity  of  poft'effion,  became  blended  with 
that  eftate,  and  remains  fo  at  this  time,  as  may  be  feen 
in  the  delcription  of  it  below,  under  that  of  the  parifh 
of  Eaft  Farleigh. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

Loose  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  and  is  a fmall 
building  with  a pointed  fteeple.  It  was  antiently 
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efteemed  but  a chapel  of  eafe  to  the  church  of  Maid- 
ftone, which  was  of  the  patronage  of  the  fee  of  Can- 
terbury. 

The  recftory  of  the  church  of  Maidftone,  with  the 
chapels  of  Loofe  and  Detling  annexed,  was  appro- 
priated by  archbifhop  Courtney,  in  the  19th  year  of 
king  Richard  II.  to  his  new-founded  college  of  All 
Saints,  in  Maidftone  but  the  patronage  of  the  ad- 
vowlon  of  the  church  and  chapels  annexed,  the  arch* 
bifhop  refer  ved  to  himfelf  and  fucceffors.  In  which 
ftate  they  remained  till  archbifhop  Cranmer,  in  the 
29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  exchanged  theadvow- 
fon  and  patronage  of  that  church  and  the  chapels  an- 
nexed to  it,  with  the  king."  Upon  the  diffolution  of 
the.  college,  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  the 
redlory,  as  well  as  the  advowfon  of  the  church  and  cha- 
pels before-mentioned,  became  veiled  in  the  crown  ; 
after  which  the  church  of  M^aidftone  was  left,  through 
the.  king’s  favor,  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  and 
parifh,  and  that,  as  well  as  the  chapels  of  Loofe  and 
Detling,  were  ferved  by  curates  nominated  by  the  kino-, 
whole  ftipends  were  paid  by  the  king’s  lelfee  of  the 
great  tithes  of  thefe  parifhes.  At  which  time  the  barn, 
tenths,  and  glebe  of  the  parifh  of  Loofe  were  valued 
at  5I.  13s.  4d.-per  annum  ; and  the  flipend  paid  to  the 
curate  of  this  church  by  the  archbi (hop’s  lefTee  was 
2h  13s.  4d. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  6th  year,  granted  the  re- 
verfion  of  the  re&ory  of  the  feveral  pariihes  of  Maid- 
ltone,  Loofe,  and  Detling,-  then  in  leafe  to  Chriflopher 
oper,  elq»  to  Mathew,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  in 
exchange;  fmce  which  it  has  continued  part  of  the 
pofMons  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury  to  the  prefenttime. 

1 his  church  (till  continues  under  the  denomination 
of  a perpetual  curacy,  preferred  to  by  the  archbifhop, 
and  is  exempt  from  the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury. 

" Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  132.  Augtn.  off.  box  A.  21. 
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In  1640  the  curacy  was  valued  at  thirty- fix  pounds 
per  annum.  In  1643  the  fequeftrators  of  archbifhop 
Laud’s  revenue  craved  the  allowance  of  2I.  13s.  4d; 
being  the  yearly  penfion  paid  by  the  archbifhop  to  the 
vicar  of  Loofe,  and  in  bifhop  Williams’s  map  it  is  like- 
wife  noted  as  a vicarage.  Archbifhop  Juxon,in  1661., 
in  confequence  of  the  king’s  letters  mandatory,  aug- 
mented the  ftipend  of  this  curacy  with  the  annual  fum 
of  5I,  13s.  4d. 

Mr.  Richard  Beale,  a Hamburgh  merchant,  for- 
merly a native  of  this  parifh,  at  his  death  in  1702,  left 
five  hundred  pounds  for  an  augmentation  to  this  cu- 
racy; with  which  a farm  in  Smarden,  of  twenty  pounds 
per  annum,  was  purchaled  and  appropriated  to  that  ufe. 
It  is  not  in  charge  in  the  king’s  books. 


CHURCH  OF  LOOSE. 


ArchbfhoJis  of  CaMei  bury. 


CURATES. 

Chambers , obt.  1625.0 

John  Aymes,_  fequeftered  April 
18,  1643.P 

Lock,  eje&ed  i662.q 

Henry  kk alter,  1666. 

Henry  Briggs,  D.  D.  1712/ 
Thomas  Frank , A.  M.  1722,  obt. 

I784-S 

Denny  Martin  Fairfax , D.  D. 
1784,  the  prefent  curate. 


0 He  is  called  late  vicar,  deceafsd 
in  i625.  Willis's  Augtn.  oft’. 

P White’s  Centuries,  p.  2. 

9 Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter,  p.  2. 


r Blonifield’s  Hift.  Norf.  part  ii. 
p.  643. 

s He  was  in  1731  prefented  to  the 
church  of  Cranfield,  in  Bedfordlhire. 





LINTON. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Loole,  on  the  oppofite  fide 
Df  Cocks  heath,  lies  the  parifh  of  Linton,  antiently 
written  Lyllyngton,  and  in  Latin,  Lilintuna , which 

probably 
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probably  took  its  name  from  the  old  Englifh  word, 
lytlau,  fignifying  little  or  finally  and  fane,  a ftone,  the 
upper  part  of  this  parifh  abounding  with  the  quarry 
ftone. 

This  parish  lies  adjoining  to  Cocks-heath,  upon 
the  ridge  of  quarry  hills,  the  fummit  of  which  is  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  weald  of  Kent,  confequently 
alrnoft  the  whole  of  it  is  within  that  diftridt,  only  a 
fmall  part  of  the  heath  being  beyond  it.  Cocks-heath 
is  a beautiful,  and  for  this  inclofed  part  of  the  country, 
an  extenfive  plain,  being  about  three  miles  in  length, 
and  in  fome  places  more  than  a mile  in  width.  It  is 
efteemed  a moll  healthy  fpot,  and  being  well  watered, 
is  generally  preferred,  as  a fituation  for  large  encamp- 
ments, it  being  equally  commodious  for  the  troops  to 
march  from  it,  on  an  emergency,  either  into  the  county 
of  Sufiex,  or  into  Eflex.  In  1778  there  were  fifteen 
thoufand  men  encamped  on  it,  which  did  not  occupy 
more  than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  extent  of  it.  Over 
this  heath  the  high  road  from  Maidftone  goes  through 
this  parifh  and  village  into  the  Weald.  The  village  is 
fituated  about  half  a mile  from  the  heath,  on  the  de- 
clivity of  the  hill,  having  the  church  and  place-houfe 
on  the  call:  (ide  of  it,  the  prolpedt  from  which  louth- 
ward  over  the  Weald,  like  the  other  fituations  on  thefe 
hills,  is  very  beautiful,  and  of  great  extent.  The  air 
is  very  healthy,  the  foil  on  the  hill  a loam,  with  the 
quarry  ftone  clofe  beneath,  and  below  the  hill  a ftiff 
ftrong  clay,  in  a very  miry  country,  and  thick  hedge- 
rows interlperfed  with  quantities  of  fpreading  oaks. 
About  a mile  below  the  hill  the  road  crofles  the  river 
at  Style- bridge. 

On  Cocks-heath  there  grows  the  plant,  called 
Lunaria,  or  J mall  moonwort . 

1 lie  greateft  part  of  this  parifh  is  within  the  bounds 
of  the  manor  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  though  the  manor  of 
Loofe  extends  over  fome  fmall  part  of  it.  The  free- 
holders 
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holders  of  the  former  holding  their  lands  in  free  locage 
tenure. 

This  place  is  not  mentioned  in  Domefday,  being 
moft  probably  included  in  the  defcription  there  given 
of  the  manor  of  Eaft  Farleigh. 

Linton-place,  antiently  called  CapelT s- court,  is 
the  only  place  of  confequence  in  this  parilh.  It  took 
its  name  originally  from  the  family  of  Capell,  who  were 
proprietaries  of  it.  They  were  ufually  called  accord- 
ing to  the  cuftom  of  the  time  at  Capell , and  in  Latin, 
Be  Capella,  their  principal  refidence  being  at  Capell's- 
court,  in  lvechurch,  in  Romney-marlh,  though  they 
had  large  eftates  in  feveral  other  parilhes  in  this  county.* 
One  of  them,  John  de  Capella,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  held  lands  in  Boxley,  as  appears  by  the 
charter  of  infpeximus  granted  by  that  king  to  the 
abbey  there. 

Richard  de  Capell,  his  fuccefior,  died  in  the  15th 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  in  whole  defcendants  this 
place  remained  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  when 
it  was  alienated  by  one  of  them  to  Richard  Bayfden, 
from  which  name  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it 
was  fold  to  Sir  Anthony  Maney,  of  Biddenden,  whofe 
ancellors  had  refided  there  many  generations.  He  re- 
moved his  feat  hither,  and  at  his  death  was  buried  in 
this  church,  as  was  his  fon  Walter  Maney,  efq.  whofe 
fon,  John  Maney,  was  a perfon  of  great  loyalty  to  king 
Charles  I.  in  his  troubles,  in  confideration  of  which  he 
was  firlt  knighted,  and  afterwards  created  a baronet. 
After  which  he  fuffered  much  for  his  attachment  to  the 
king,  having  his  eftate  plundered  and  fequeftered.  He 
bore  for  his  arms,  Party  per  pale,  argent  and  fable  ; 
three  chevronels  between  as  many  cinquefoils  counter- 
changed.  He  palled  away  this  feat  and  ellate  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  Sir  Francis  Withens,  one 
of  the  juftices  of  the  king’s  bench,  whofe  only  daugh- 

' See  lvechurch  and  Warehorn. 


ter 
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ter  and  heir  Catherine,  in  1710  carried  it  in  marriage 
to  Sir  Thomas  Twyfden,  bart.  of  Eaft  Peckham,  and 
he  died  in  1712,  leaving  by  her  two  daughters  his  co- 
heirs. On  his  death  his  widow  became  intitled  to  this 
edate,  and  foon  afterwards  again  carried  it  in  marriage 
to  brigadier-general  George  Jocelyn,  who  was  a youn- 
ger fon  of  Sir  Robert  Jocelyn,  bart.  of  Hertfordlhire, 
and  died  in  1727,  leaving  by  lady  Twyfden,  three  fons. 
The  family  of  Jocelyn  bore  for  their  arms,  Azure , a 
wreath , argent  and  fable , with  four  hawks  bells  towards 
the  corners  of  the  efcutcheon , or.  He  alienated  it  to 
Robert  Mann,  efq.  who  built  a frnall  but  elegant  feat 
here,  partly  on  the  fate  of  the  old  manfion  of  Capell’s- 
court,  which  he  pulled  down,  and  refided  in  it  till  his 
death,  in  1751.  By  his  will  he  deviled  Linton  place, 
with  the  parfonage  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage 
of  Linton,  among  his  other  edates  in  this  county,  to 
his  elded  fon  Edward  Louifa,  in  tail  male,  with  divers 
remainders  over.  He  refided  here  and  died  unmar- 
ried in  1775,  on  which,  by  the  above  entail,  it  came 
to  his  next  brother,  Sir  Horatio  Mann,  K.  B.  and  ba- 
ronet, envoy  extraordinary  at  Florence,  where  he  died 
in  1 7 S 6,  and  his  body  being  next  year  brought  over 
to  England,  was  interred  in  this  church.  In°his  life- 
time he  made  over  this  feat,  with  his  other  edates  in 
this  parifh,  to  his  nephew  Sir  Llorace  Mann,  who 
fucceeded  himlikewife  in  the  title  of  baronet,  and  he 
is  the  prefent  pofleflor  of  it,  and  at  times  refides  here. 

There  were  formerly  lome  lands  in  this  parifh 
which  belonged  to  a family  named  Welldifh,  who  had 
a chapel  in  this  church  called  Welldifh’s  chapel.  Their 
arms  were,  as  appears  by  their  feals  to  fome  antient 
deeds,  Argent , three  talbots  pajfant  azure  on  a chief  j or, 
a fox  pajfant  gules , which  coat  they  bore,  as  is  reported 
by  tradition,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  one  of  their 
ancedors  haying  been  huntfman  to  William  the  Con- 
queror. After  this  edate  had  been  many  generations 
m tms  family,  the  greated  part  of  it  was  alienated  to 

Walter 
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Walter  Maney,  efq.  whofe  Ton,  Sir  John  Maney, 
bart.  of  Linton,  fold  it,  with  the  reft  of  his  eftate  in 
this  pari fh,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  Sir 
Francis  Withins,  fince  which  it  has  pafied  in  like  man- 
ner as  Linton-place,  above-mentioned,  to  the  Mann’s, 
and  is  now  in  the  pofiellion  of  Sir  Horace  Mann,  bart. 

CHARITIES. 

One  of  the  family  of  Maney,  owners  of  Capell’s-court,  built 
and  endowed  an  alms-houfe  here  for  four  poor  families.  Ro- 
bert Mann,  efq.  of  Linton-place,  in  1749,  rebuilt  it,  and  en- 
crealed  the  original  ftipends  of  13s.  4d.  to  each  family  to  20s. 

Li  nton  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  and  deanry  of 
Sutton. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  is 
a fmall  building  with  a fpire  fteeple,  fituated  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  village.  The  patronage  of  it  was  part 
of  the  antient  pofieffions  of  the  crown,  and  remained 
fo  till  it  was  given  to  the  college  or  hofpital  for  poor 
travellers,  in  the  weft  borough  at  Maidftone,  founded 
by  archbilhop  Boniface  in  the  reign  of  Henry  111.“ 
Archbilhop  Walter  Reynolds,  about  1314,  appro- 
priated it  to  the  ufe  and  fupport  of  the  above  hofpital. 

In  the  19th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  archbilhop 
Courtney,  on  his  making  the  parifh  church  of  Maid- 
ftone collegiate,  with  the  king’s  licence,  gave  and  af- 
figned  among  other  eftates,  the  advowfon  and  patronage 
of  this  church  of  Lyllyngton,  to  that  hofpital  appro- 
priated, and  of  the  king  s patronage,  held  of  the  king 
in  capite,  to  the  mafter  and  chaplains  of  the  above- 
mentioned  new  collegiate  church  of  Maidftone,  to  hold 
in  free,  pure,  and  perpetual  alms  for  ever,  for  its  bet- 
ter maintenance,  to  which  appropriation  Adam  Mot- 
trum,  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  gave  his  allent.  The 
collegiate  church  ol  Maidftone  was  diftolved  by  the  act 

“ See  Maidftone,  p.  114,  120-  d'an-  Mon.  p.  224. 
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of  the  i ft  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  anno  1546,  and 
was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands  accordingly. 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  this  church  was 
valued  at  106s.  8d.  per  annum.  In  the  year  1640, 
the  vicarage  of  it  was  valued  at  thirty  pounds  per  an- 
num. In  the  year  175 1,  the  clear  yearly  certified  value 
of  it  was  6 1 1.  7s.  8d.  yearly  income. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
7I.  13s.  4d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  15s.  4d.  The 
parfonage,  as  well  as  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage, 
were  held  by  grant  from  the  crown  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  by  Alexander  Gryglby,  gent,  in 
which  name  they  continued  in  1640.  In  1681,  Fran- 
cis Martin,  gent,  held  them.  About  the  year  1710, 
they  were  held  by  Wallace,  and  afterwards  by  Oliver, 
who  died  polTefied  of  them  in  17285  foon  after  which 
they  were  purchased  by  Robert  Mann,  efq.  of  Linton- 
place.  Since  which  they  have  palled  in  like  manner  as 
that  feat  to  Sir  Horace  Mann,  bart.  the  prefent  owner 
of  them. 


CHURCH  OF  LINTON. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  Jirefented. 

Executors  of  Francis  Martin , 
gent,  of  Islington,  deceafed. 


Francis  Martin,  gent,  of  Langley. 


John  Pattendett,  gent. 
Robert  Mann , efq 


w He  was  ejefted  by  the  Bartholo- 
mew aft.  Cal.  life  of  Baxter,  p.  *86. 

* And  vicar  of  Yalding,  by  difpen- 
fation,  in  1738. 


VICARS. 

Nicholls , ejected."' 

Majlers,  obt. 

Phineas  Corbey,  A.  M.  ind.  Sept. 

ii,  16  70, obt.  Dec.  1676. 
Andrew  Reyney,  1676,  deprived 
1679. 

William  Wing,  A.  B.  ind.  Feb. 

17,  1679,  deprived  i68r. 
hafd  Richards,  A.  M.  July  12, 
1681,  obt.  May  15,  1729. 
John  Fuller,  A.  M.  1 729,  obt. 
1751.* 

Francis  Header  Foote,  B.  L.  l/^t, 
obt.  Jan. 27,  1 773.* 

y He  took  this  degree  from  the 
archbilhop.  He  was  alfo  reftor  of 
Boughton  Malherbe. 


PATRONS 
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PATRONS,  &V.  VICARS. 

Edward  Louifa  Mann,  efq William  Pol/iill,  A.  M.  1 775 

refig.  April  1779/ 

Sir  Horace  Mann , Bart Edward  Beckingham  Bcnfon, Sept. 

1779,  re%- 

Robert  Foote,  A.  M.  ind.  1 7824 
the  prefent  vicar.a 

x Late  mafter  of  the  grammar  vicarage  on  being  prefented  to  Detling. 
fchool  in  Maidftone.  He  refigned  this  a And  refidcntiary  of  Lichfield. 

EAST  FARLEIGH. 

NORTH-WESTWARD  from  Linton,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  Cocks-heath,  and  on  the  fouthern  bank 
of  the  river  Medway  lies  the  parifh  of  Eaft  Farleigh, 
fo  called  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  adjoining  parifh  of 
Weft  Farleigh,  in  Twyford  hundred.  It  is  called  by 
Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  Great  Farleigh. 

In  the  record  of  Domefday  it  is  written  Ferlaga , and 
in  the  Tex tus  Roffenjis , Fearnlega,  and  moft  probably 
took  its  name,  as  well  as  the  parifh  of  Weft  Farleigh, 
from  the  paffage  over  the  river  Medway  at  one  or  both 
of  thefe  places,  fare  in  Saxon  fignifying  a journey  or 
paffage,  and  lega,  a place,  i.  e.  the  place  of  the  way 

or  paffage.  . , . „ . f 

The  parish  of  Eaft  Farleigh  is  lituated  about  two 

miles  from  Maidftone;  it  lies  on  high  ground,  the  foil 
a loam,  covering  but  very  nightly  a bed  of  quarry 
ftone  It  is  exceeding  fertile,  efpecially  for  fruit  trees 
and  the  hop-plant,  of  which,  efpecially  about  the  vil- 
lage there  are  many  plantations.  Its  extent  is  about 
two  miles  each  way ; the  river  Medway  is  its  northern 
boundary,  over  which  here  is  an  old  gothic  ftone 
bridge  of  five  arches,  which  is  repaired  at  the  county 
charge.  The  tide,  in  memory  of  feme  now  living, 
flowed  up  as  high  as  this  bridge,  but  flnee  the  locks 

have  been  erected  on  this  river  to  promote  the  navi- 

b b a gation 
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gation,  it  has  (lopped  from  flowing  higher  than  that 
juft  above  Maidftone  bridge.  From  the  river  the 
ground  rifes  fuddenly  and  deep  fouthward,  forming  a 
beautiful  combination  cf  objects  to  the  fight,  havino- 
the  village  and  church  on  the  height,  interfered  with 
large  Spreading  oaks  and  plantations  of  fruit,  and  the 
luxuriant  hop,  whilft  the  river  Medway  gliding  its 
filver  dream  below,  refleds  the  varied  Jandfcape.  The 
village,  through  which  the  road  leads  from  Tovill  to 
Weft  Farleigh,  ftands  on  the  knole  of  the  hill,  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  river,  having  the  church 
and  vicarage  in  it;  eaftward  lies  the  hamlet  of  Dane* 
llreet,  and  further  on  Pimpes-court,  at  the  extremity 
of  this  parifh  next  to  Loofe,  in  which  part  of  the  lands 
belonging  to  it  he.  At  a imall  diftance  weftward  of 
the  village  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  is  a genteel  houfe,  for- 
merly belonging  to  a family  of  the  name  of  Darby 
fome  of  whom  are  mentioned  in  the  parifh  regifter  as 
inhabitants  of  it,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1652.  Mr. 
John  Darby,  the  Jaft  of  them,  died  in  175  r,  and  by 
will  gave  this  houfe  to  his  widow,  (Mary,  daughter  of 
Captain  Elmftone,  of  Egerton)  who  re-married  Mr. 
James  Drury,  of  Maidftone,  by  whom  (he  had  one 
daughter,  Mary  Since  his  death  in  1764,  (he  again 
oecame  poflefled  of  it,  and  refides  in  it ; from  hence 
the  ground  keeps  (till  rifing  fouthward  to  Cockfheath, 
between  which  and  the  village  is  the  manor  of  Gallants, 
part  of  the  heath  is.  within  this  parifh,  which  reaches 
within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  ho  life  called  Boughton 
Cock  part  of  Loofe  parifh  intervening,  and  feparating 
the  eaftern  extremity  of  it  entirely  from  the  reft.  In 
ms  part  of  the  parifh  are  fome  quarries  of  Kentifh 
iag  (lone,  commonly  called  the  Boughton  quarries, 

fit  ,lymg  ,moltly in  that  parifh,  and  on  the  banks 

in  tt  Sigh"  aie m°re  °f  the  fo"> 

han  re°SeKbr“C\0f  *•'  derks  of  Ford> in  Wrot- 
!>am,  refided  here  ,n  the  reigns  of  queen  Elizabeth  and 

king 
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king  James  I.  as  appears  by  the  parifh  regifter.  Dr. 
Plot  mentions  in  h,s  natural  hiftory  of  Oxfordshire, 
fome  large  teeth  having  been  dug  up  here,  one  of 
which  was  fe  ven  inches  round,  and  weighed  five  ounces 

ant  an  eighth,  but  I can  gain  no  further  information 
ol  them. 

• TifrjuL?CE  /-Ven  hy^u^  Ediva,  or  as  fhe 
is  called  by  fome  Edgiva,  the  mother  of  king  Edmund 

arid  Eadred,  in  the  year  961,  to  Chrift-church,  in 
Canterbury,  free  from  all  fecular  fervice,  excepting  the 
repairing  of  bridges,  and  the  building  ofcaftles;b  and 
it  continued  in  the  pofTeflion  of  that  church  at  the  time 
of  the  taking  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  in  the 
year  1080,  being  the  15th  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign, 
in  which  it  is  thus  defcnbed,  under  che  general  title  of 
Terra  Monachornm  Archiepi,  or  lands  of  Chrift-church, 
in  Canterbury. 

The  archbijhop  himfelf  holds  Ferlaga.  It  was  taxed 
at  fix  J, tilings . The  arable  land  is  26  came  at  es.  In 

demejne  there  are  four , and  35  villeins,  with  56  bor- 
derers, having  30  carucates.  There  is  a church  and 
three  mills  of  twenty-feven  (hillings  and  eight  pence. 
There  are  S fervants , and  6 fifh cries,  of  one  thoufand  two  ® 
hundred  eels.  There  are  12  acres  of  pafure.  IVood 
for  the  pannage  of  115  hogs. 

Of  the  land  of  this  manor  Godefrid  held  in  fee  half  a 
filing,  and  has  there  two  carucates , and  feven  villeins 
with  10  borderers  having  three  carucates , and  four  fer- 
vants, and  one  mill  of  twenty  pence , and  four  acres  of 
meadow , and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  30  hogs. 

The  whole  manor,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
feffor  ivas  ivorth  fixt een  pounds , and  afterwards  cfs  much , 
and  now  twenty-two  pounds.  What  Abel  nozv  holds  is 
worth  fix  pounds , what  Godefrid  nine  pounds , zvhat  Ri  * 
chard  in  his  lowy,four  pounds. 

In  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  21.  This  gift  is  faid  to  ha'/e  been 
made  in  the  year  960, 
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’ ' In  the  time  of  king  Edward  I.  the  manor  of  Eaft 
Farleio-h,  together  with  the  eftatebelonging  to  Chult- 
church,  in  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Hunton,  was 
valued  at  forty-two  pounds  per  annum. 

King  Edward  II.  in  his  ioth  year,,  confirmed  to  the 
prior  of  Chrift-church  free  warren,  in  all  the  demeine 
lands  which  he  poffeffed  here  in  the  time  of  his  grand- 
father, or  at  any  time  fince.c  This  manor  continued 
part  of  the  pofieflions  of  the  priory,  till  its  diflolution 
in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  fur- 
rendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  that  year  granted 
it,  among  other  premifes,  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  and 
his  heirs  male,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fer vice,  but 
his  fon,  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  having  raifed  a rebellion 
in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mary  was  attainted,  and  his 
eftates  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  were  toge- 
ther with  the  reverfion  of  them,  allured  to  the  queen 
and  her  heirs,  by  an  aft  paffed  for  that  purpofe.  After 
which,  though  the  queen  made  a grant  of  the  fcite 
and  capital  mefluage  of  this  manor,  to  Sir  John  Baker, 
as  will  be  further  mentioned  hereafter,  yet  the  manor 
itfelf  continued  in  the  crown,  and  remained  fo  at  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  in  1648.  After  which  the 
powers  then  in  being,  pafied  an  ordinance  to  veft  the  royal 
eftates  in  truftees,  in  order  for  fale,  to  lupply  the  necefii- 
ties  of  the  ftate,  when  on  a furvey  taken  of  this  manor 
it  appeared,  that  there  were  quit-rents  due  to  the  lord 
from  freeholders,  in  free  focage  tenure  in  this  parifh, 
and  within  the  townfhips  of  Linton  and  Eaft  Peckham, 
and  from  feveral  dens  in  the  Weald  ; that  there  were 
common  fines  from  the  borfholders  of  Stokenburie,  in 
Eaft  Peckham,  and  of  Badmonden,  Stoberfield  and 
Rocden,  the  produce  of  all  which  yearly,  with  the 
fines,  profits,  &c.  of  courts,  coibus  annis , amounted  in 
the  total  to  56I.  7s.  7*d.  That  there  was  a court  ba- 

c Batteley’s  Somn.  Appendix,  part  2d,  p.  50.  Regift,  of  Chrift- 
church,  Cant,  charter  134. 
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ron  and  court  leet ; that  the  freeholders  paid  a heriot 
on  demile,  or  death  of  the  bed  living  thing  of  any 
fuch  tenant,  or  in  want  of  it,  3s.  4b. d 

Soon  after  which  this  manor  was  fold  by  the  date 
to  colonel  Robert  Gibbon,  with  whom  it  continued 
till  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  when  it  again 
became  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  crown. 

1 he  grant  of  it  has  been  many  years  in  the  family 
of  his  Grace  the  duke  of  Leeds,  who  now  holds  it  at 
the  yearly  fee  farm  rent  of  ten  (hillings. 

But  the  scite  and  capital  mefluage  of  the  manor 
of  Ead  Farleigh,  now  called  the  Court  lodge,  with 
all  the  demefne  lands  of  the  manor,  about  two  hun- 
dred acres,  in  Ead  Farleigh  and  Linton,  was  granted, 
anno  id  and  2d  Philip  and  Mary,  to  Sir  John  Baker, 
one  of  the  queen’s  privy  council,0  to  hold  in  capite  by 
knights  fervice/  He  died  in  the  5th  and  6th  years 
of  that  reign,  and  by  will  devifed  it  to  his  fecond  Ion, 
Mr.  John  Baker,  of  London  ; whofe  fon,  Sir  Richard 
Baker,  the  chronicler,  about  the  latter  end  of  queen 
Elizabeth’s  reign,  alienated  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Fane, 
of  Burdon,  in  Hunton  ; who  died  in  1606,  without 
iffue,  and  bequeathed  this  among  the  red  of  his  eBates 
to  Sir  George  Fane,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Fane, 
of  Badfell,  by  Mary  his  wife,  baronefs  le  Defpenfer  j 
he  was  fucceeded  in  1640,  by  his  elded  fon,  colonel 
Thomas  Fane,  of  Burdon,  who  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  II.  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John  Amhurd,  who 
then  refided  at  the  court  lodge  as  tenant  under  him. 

He  was  the  grandfon  of  Nicholas  Amerd,  for  fo 
he  fpelt  his  name,  who  was  of  Ead  Farleigh,  in  1 61 6 , 
to  whom  William  Camden,  clarencieux,  in  1607,  al- 
igned this  coat  of  arms.  Gules,  three  tilting  [pears,  tivo 
and  one , erefted  in  pale  or,  headed  argent , who  dying 

• 

d Parliamentary  Surveys,  Augmentation  Off.  Roll  H.  b, 
r Coke’s  Entries,  p.  78.  Dyer’s  Reports,  p.  115,  122. 

1 Philipott,  p.  150.  Visitation  ot  the  County  of  Rent,  1619. 
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in  1692,  was  buried  in  this  church,  as  were  his  fe- 
veral  defendants.  His  eldeft  fon,  Nicholas  Amherft, 
for  fo  he  wrote  his  name,  became  his  heir,  and  refided 
as  tenant  at  the  Court  lodge,  and  died  in  1679. 

John  Amhurft,  gent,  his  eldeft  fon,  refided  at  the 
Court -lodge,  which  he  afterwards  purchafed  of  Col. 
Fane  above  mentioned ; he  ferved  the  office  of  fhe- 
riff  in  1699,  and  kept  his  fihrievalty  here  ; though 
married,  he  died  in  1711,/.  p.  and  by  will  gave  this 
eftate  to  his  brother,  captain  Nicholas  Amhurft,  of 
JBarnjet,  who  died  in  1715. 

•mHe/:?iarrie<?-?,ufannah  EverinS»  by  whom  he  had 
mue  fifteen  children;  John,  who  refided  at  the  Court 
lodge,  and  died  in  his  life  time,  whofe  grandfon,  John 
Amhurft,  efq.  is  now  ofBoxley  abbey;  and  George, 
the  lecond  fon,  who  was  twice  married,  but  left  ifiue 
only  by  his  fecond  wife,  Sufan,  the  eldeft  of  whofe 
Ions  was  John  Amhurft,  efq.  late  of  Rochefter.  Ni- 
c roas,  t le  next  fon,  died  in  1736,  unmarried.  Ste- 
phen, another  of  the  fons,  was  of  Weft  Farleigh,  and 
dying  m 1 760  Was  buried  at  Weft  Farleigh,  leaving 

<jr°Iifi  John  Amhurft,  efq.  now  of  Barnjet ; Ed? 
waid,  who  was  of  Barnjet,  and  died  in  1762,  aged  20 

efo  nolbUrwn^h?father;  and  SteP^en  Amhurft, 
ward  Farle,§h’  and  Pour  daughters.  Ed- 

Zhn  ' J W3S  °f  Barnjet’  and  died  ^ 17  56, 

f 1 jUe>  ?nd  was  buried  at  Banfling. 
hamf  d’e  dt|Ughters’  S.ufan  married  Edward  Walfing- 
X ' “ f0Urt>  m.R/ar(h>  who  left  by  her  tvvo 
of  Rovf  5 klUran’  marr,ed  t0  Sir  Edw-  Auften,  bart. 
ler  l nl  abbe?>  “d  married  to  John  Mih 

wo  fons  T?  t0  JaTCS  Allen’  br  "’horn  <hr  had 
vifewinV  m deceafed  » and  William,  de- 
t r mlrriedT  W°f?,r,Edward  Auften’  -"dadaugh- 
Bolky  abbey  N‘Ch°laS  AmilUrft’  ^herof  Johnfof 

MT’nUrft’-8?nt-  above  mentioned,  the  le- 13 
cond  but  eldeft  furvrvmg  fon  of  Nicholas,  bj  Sufan- 
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nah  Evering,  had  the  Court  lodge  by  his  father’s  will, 
who  having  negle&ed  to  cut  off  an  entail  of  it,  his 
three  other  fons,  Nicholas,  Stephen,  and  Edward, 
claimed  their refpe&ive  fhares  in  it;  the  entire  fee  of 
which,  after  much  dilpute,  partly  by  piirchafe,  and 
partly  by  agreement,  became  veiled  in  Edward  Am- 
hurlt,  gent,  the  youngeft  fon,  who  died,/,  p.  in  1756, 
and  deviled  it  by  will  to  his  next  elder  brother,  Ste- 
phen Amhurft,  efq.  gent,  of  Weft  Farleigh  ; who,  at 
his  death,  in  1760,  gave  it  to  his  eldell  fon,  John 
Amhurft,  efq.  now  of  Barnjet,  the  prefent  pofleffor 
of  the  Court  lodge,  and  the  eftate  belonging  to  it. 

The  manlion  of  the  court  lodge  is  fituated  adjoin- 
ing to  the  weft  fide  of  the  church  yard  ; it  has  not 
been  inhabited  but  by  cottagers  for  many  years;  great 
part  of  it  feems  to  have  been  pulled  down,  and  the 
remains  make  but  a very  mean  appearance. 

Gallant’s  is  a manor  in  this parilh,  which  feems 
to  have  been  in  early  times  the  eftate  ot  a branch  of 
the  eminent  family  ofColepeper,  whofe  arms  yet  re- 
main in  the  windows  of  this  church,  and  in  which 
there  is  an  ancient  arched  tomb,  under  which  one  of 
them  was  buried. 

By  inquifition,  taken  after  the  death  of  Walter  Cole- 
peper,  at  Tunbridge,  anno  1 Edward  III.  it  was  found 
that  he  held  in  gavelkind  in  fee,  certain  tenements 
in  Eaft  Farleigh,  of  the  prior  of  Chrift  church,  by 
fervice,  and  making  fuit  at  the  court  of  the  prior  of 
Eaft  Farleigh,  that  there  were  there  one  capital  mel- 
fuage,  with  lands,  and  rents  in  money  and  in  hens,  by 
which  it  appears  to  have  been  a manor,  and  that  his 
fons,  Thomas,  Jeffry,  and  John,  were  his  next  heirs. 
The  above  premifes  feem  very  probably  to  have  been 
what  is  now  called  the  manor  of  Gallant’s,  which  af- 
terwards paffed  into  the  family  of  Roper,  who  held 
it  for  fome  length  of  time,  this  branch  of  them,  who 
po'ffeffed  this  manor,  being  created  by  king  James  I. 
barons  of  Teynham,  one  of  whom,  John  Roper,  the 

third 
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third  lord  Teynham,  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1627,  as 
appears  by  the  inquifition  then  taken.  His  grandfon, 
Chriftopher  lord  Teynham,  gave  it  in  marriage  with 
his  daughter  Catharine,  to  Wm.  Sheldon,  efq.  whofe 
defcendant,  Richard  Sheldon,  efq.  of  Aldington,  in 
Thurnham,  gave  it  by  will  to  his  widow,  who  foon 
afterwards,  in  1738,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Wm. 
Jones,  M.  D.  who  died  in  1780,  leaving  his  two 
daughters  his  coheirs ; Mary,  married  to  Lock  Rol- 
linfon,  efq.  of  Oxfordlhire,  and  Anne  to  Tho.  Rufiel, 
efq.  and  they,  in  right  of  their  wives,  are  at  this  time 
refpedtively  entitled  to  this  manor. 

The  manor  houfe  has  an  antient  appearance,  both 
within  and  without,  the  doors  being  arched,  and  as 
well  as  the  windows,  cafed  with  alhlar  ftone,  and 
much  of  the  walls  built  with  flint. 

Pimpe’s-court  is  a manor  and  antient  feat  in  this 
parifh,  the  manfion  of  which  is  fituatedat  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  it  next  to  Loole.  It  was  formerly  part 
of  the  pofieflions  of  the  family  of  Pimpe,  being  one 
of  the  feats  of  their  refidence,  whence  it  acquired  their 
name  in  procefs  of  time,  among  other  of  their  poflef- 
fions  in  this  neighbourhood  andelfewhere  in  this  county. 
It  appears  to  have  been  antiently  held  of  the  family  of 
Clare,  earls  of  Glouceftcr  ■,  of  whom,  as  chief  lords  of  the 
fee,  it  was  again  held  by  this  eminent  family  of  Pimpe, 
from  whom  though  it  acquired  its  name  of  Pimpe’s- 
court,  yet  their  principal  habitation  leems  to  have 
been  in  the  parifh  of  Nettlefted,  not  far  diftant.  Rich, 
de  Pimpe  of  Nettlefted  held  it  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  I. 
and  III.  as  did  his  defcendant.  Sir  Philip  de  Pimpe,  in 
the  begining  of  that  of  Edward  I.  being  at  that  time 
a man  of  great  repute.  His  widow,  Joane,  married 
John  de  Coloigne,  who  together  with  her  fon,  Tho- 
mas de  Pimpe,  paid  aid  for  this  manor  in  the  20th  year 
01  king  Edward  III.  Philipottfays,  Margaret  de  Cob- 
ham,  wife  of  Sir  William  de  Pimpe,  died  in  1337* 
and  was  buried  in  this  church.  Her  tomb  is  yet  re- 
maining, but  the  infcription,  then  vifible,  is  gone.  Wil- 


379 


EAST  FARLEIGH. 

liam,  Ton  of  Thomas  de  Pimpe,  of  Nettlefted,  died  in 
the  time  of  his  fhrievalty,  anno  49  Edward  III.  and  his 
fon,  Reginald,  who  then  refided  here  at  Eaft  Farleigh, 
ferved  out  the  remainder  of  the  year.  His  defendant 
of  the  fame  name  refided  here  at  the  time  of  his  fhriev- 
alty,  in  the  10th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  to.  whofe  fon, 
John,  two  years  afterwards,  John  de  Fremingham,  of 
Loofe,  gave  by  will  his  eftate  there  and  elfewhere,  in 
this  county,  in  tail  mail,  remainder  to  Roger  I lie,  as 
beino-  of  the  neareft  blood  to  him.  His  defendant, 
John  Pimpe,  efq.  kept  his  fhrievalty  here,  in  the  2d 
year  of  king  Henry  VII.  whole  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Winifrid,  carried  this  feat  in  marriage  to  Sir  John  Rainf  - 
ford,  who  palled  it  away  to  Sir  Henry  Ifley,  who  by 
the  a£t  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI.  procured 
his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  difgavelled. 

Soon  after  which  he  feems  to  have  fettled  this  manor 
on  his  fon,  William  Ifley,  efq.  but  being  both  con- 
cerned in  the  rebellion  railed  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt, 
in  the  1 ft  year  of  queen  Mary,  they  were  then  attainted, 
and  Sir  Henry  was  executed  at  Sevenoke,  and  the  lands 
of  both  became  forfeited  to  the  crown;  after  which, 
queen  Mary  that  year  granted  this  manor,  by  the 
name  of  Lofe,  alias  Pimpe’s  court,  with  its  appurte- 
nances, in  Lofe,  Eaft  Farleigh,  Linton,  &c.  to  Sir 
John  Baker,  her  attorney  general,  to  hold  in  captte  by 
knights  fervice.6  In  his  defendants  the  manor  of 
Pimpe’s  court  continued  till  Sir  John. Baker,  bait, 
about  of  the  end  of  king  Charles  Ids  reign,  alienated 
it  to  Thomas  Ffloyd,  efq.  of  Gore  court  in  Otham;  one 
of  whofe  defeendants  alienated  it  to  Brovyne,  m vvhic  1 
name  it  remained  till,  by  the  daughter  and  heir  of  1 ho. 
Browne,  efq.  it  went  in  marriage  to  Holden ; and  their 
fon,  Richard  Holden,  of  Coptford  hall,  in  Effex,  died 
without  iffue,  in  1772,  and  by  will  gave  it  to  his  wi- 
dow, whofe  maiden  name  was  Anne  Blackenbui) , and 


* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  ann.  See  Looie,  p.  1 39- 
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after  her  deceafe,  to  his  filler’s  daughter’s  fon,  a minor 
by  Mr.  William  Vechell,  of  Cambridgefhire. 

The  prefent  houfe  of  this  manor  is  a modern  build- 
ing; the  ruins  of  the  antient  manfion  are  ftill  to  be  feen 
about  the  prefent  houfe  ; the  fouth-weft  end  is  ftill  re- 
maining, and  by  tradition  was  called  the  Old  chapel. 
Further  towards  the  north  is  a room  with  a very  large 
chimney,  and  an  oven  in  it,  no  doubt  the  old  kitchen. 
The  gateway,  with  a room  over  it,  was  taken  down 
within  memory ; by  the  remains,  it  feems  as  if  the  houfe 
and  offices  belonging  to  it,  when  intire,  formed  a qua- 
drangle. There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this  manor. 


LJ1AK//  1ES. 

t ■ 1°^  Fraicckei.de*.  citizen  of  London,  in  1610,  left  100I. 
to  build  fix  cottages  for  poor  people  to  live  in,  rent  free,  veiled 
in  the  parilh  ofhcers.  ' cuca 

I he  Rev.  Arthur  Harris  gave,  by  will,  ir.  1727  21.  10s 
Eifc  t0  be  PaidOUt  of  H»f  Yoke  t0  * 

reftorfihH„TeA|S-J°S7-R’,-n  '”6’Save  by  will  ,301.  the  into- 
eit  of  it  to  be  laid  out  in  linen  ana  woollen,  and  to  be  riven  to 

he  poor  who  do  not  receive  alms  at  Chriftmas ; from®  which 
money,  225!.  confol.  3 per  cent.  Bank  ann.  was  bouriit  in  the 
name  of  trulfees,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  61.  15I. 

East  Farleigh  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  tu- 
Risd  iction  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 

offiSh  ore  ham6  archblfll0P»  IS  as  fuch  within  the  deanry 

The  church,  which  is  a handfome  building,  with 

a/P?re  Ple  at  *he  weft  end,  ftands  at  the  eaft  end 
o the  ullage,  and  confifts  of  two  iftes  and  two  chan- 
cels;  that  on  the  fouth  fide  belongs  to  Pimpe’s-court 
It  was  repaired  in  1704,  by  Dr.  Griffith  Hatley,  who 
had  married  the  widow  of  Mr.  Browne,  and  poflefled 
-tat  eftate  in  her  right.  The  whole  was,  through 

the 
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the  laudable  care  of  the  late  vicar,  Mr.  De  k Douefpe, 
new  pewed  and  handiomely  ornamented. 

In  the  rector’s  chancel  are  leveral  memorials  of  the 
family  of  Amhurft,  and  within  the  altar  rails  two  of 
Goldfmith.  On  the  north  fide  of  this  chancel  is  a 
very  antient  altar  tomb  for  one  of  the  family  of  Cole- 
peper,  having  their  (Field,  a bend  engrailed , at  one 
corner  of  it,  mod  probably  for  Sir  T.  Colepeper,  who 
lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  and  is  reputed 
to  have  been  the  founder  of  this  church.  His  arms, 
quartered  with  thole  of  Joane  Hadrrefhull,  his  mother. 
Argent , a chevron  gules  between  nine  martlets , are  (till 
remaining  in  the  call  window  of  the  fouth  chancel, 
called  Pimpe's  chancel,  in  which  is  an  antient  plain 
altar  tomb,  probably  for  one  of  either  that  or  of  the 
Pimpe  family.  There  feems  once  to  have  been  a 
chapel  dependent  on  this  church,  called  in  the  Tex- 
tus  Roffenfis,  Liuitnna  capella  Anfridi. 

The  patronage  of  the  church  of  Eaft  Farleigh  was 
part  of  the  antient  poftefftons  of  the  crown,  and  re- 
mained lo  till  it  was  given  to  the  college  or  hofpital 
for  poor  travellers,  in  Maidftone,  founded  by  archbi- 
fhop  Boniface.  Archbifhop  Walter  Reynolds,  about 
1314,  appropriated  this  church  to  the  ule  and  (up- 
port  of  the  hofpital.  In  the  1 9th  year  of  king  Rich- 
ard II.  archbiftiop  Courtney,  on  his  making  the 
church  of  Maidftone  collegiate,  obtained  the  king’s 
licence  to  give  and  affign  that  hofpital  and  its  reve- 
nues, among  which  was  the  advowfon  and  patronage 
of  the  church  of  Farleigh,  among  others  appropriated 
to  it,  and  then  of  the  king’s  patronage,  and  held  of  the 
king  in  capite , to  the  mafter  and  chaplains  of  his  new 
collegiate  church,  to  hold  in  free,  pure,  and  perpetual 
alms  forever,  for  their  better  maintenance  ;h  to  which 
appropriation  Adam  Mottrum,  archdeacon  of  Can- 
bury,  gave  his  confent. 

h Tan.  Mon.  p.  224.  Dngd.  Mon.  vol.  Hi.  part  ii.  p.  1 32. 
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The  collegiate  church  of  Maidftone  was  diffolved 
by  the  adt  of  the  ift  of  king  Edward  VI.  anno  1546, 
and  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hand  accordingly 
with  all  its  lands,  poffeftions,  &c.  Since  which  the 
patronage  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  Eaft  Far- 
leigh  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  crown ; but 
the  parfonage  or  great  tithes  was  granted  to  one  of 
the  family  of  Vane,  or  Fane,  in  whom  it  continued 
down  to  John  Fane,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  who  at 
his  death,  in  1762,  gave  it  by  will,  among  the  reft  of 
his  Kentilh  eftates,  to  his  nephew,  Sir  Francis  Dafh- 
wood,  lord  Defpencer;  fince  which  it  has  palled,  in 
like  manner  as  Mereworth  and  his  other  eftates  in 
this  county,  by  the  entail  of  the  earl  ot  Weftmore- 
land’s  will,  to  Thomas  Stapleton,  lord  Defpencer,  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  vicarage 
was  valued  at  ten  marcs;  in  the  year  1589,  it  was 
eftimated  at  1 61.  8s.  yearly  income.  In  the  reign  of 
king  Richard  II.  the  church  of  Ferleghe  was  valued 
at  13I.  1 6s.  8d.  This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s 
books  at  61.  1 6s.  8d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  13s.  8d. 

John,  fon  of  Sir  Ralph  de  Fremingham,  of  Lofe, 
12  Henry  IV.  by  his  will  gave  certain  lands  therein 
mentioned  to  John  Pympe,  and  his  heirs  male,  to  find 
a chaplain  in  this  church,  in  the  chapel  of  the  BlefTed 
Mary,  newly  buift,  to  celebrate  there,  for  twenty-four 
years,  for  the  fouls  of  himfelf,  his  wife,  &c.  and  all  of 
whom  he  then  held  lands,  the  faid  John  Fympe,  payr- 
ing to  the  above  chaplain  the  falary  of  ten  marcs 
yearly,  &c. 

The  vicar  of  Eaft  Farleigh  is  endowed  with  the 
tithes  of  corn  growing  on  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
parfonage  of  Eaft  Farleigh,  and  of  certain  pieces  of 
land,  called  garden  fpots,  which  lie  difperfed  in  this 
parifh.  It  is  now  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  guineas. 
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CHURCH  OF  EAST  FAR  LEIGH. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  'whom  prefented.  rectors. 

Alexander  de  Mime  flock,  parfoti 
of  Farleigh,  anno  25  Edw.  1/ 

VICARS. 

The  Crown.  John  Holmes , obt,  June  1580.* 

William  Holland , prefent.  1580, 
refigned.1 

Thomas  F of  den,  prefented  Nov. 

6,  1589,  obt.  Aug.  1638. m 
Robert  Eotcler,  A.B.  Align  if  21, 
1638,  obt.  May  26,  1659." 
Francis  Greene , 1661,  obt.  May 
1685.0 

Arthur  Harris,  ind.  May  1685, 
obt.  Sept.  24,  1 727. p 4 
John  Hedges,  prefented  1 727,  re- 
figned 1 7?2.q 

Paul  Ezekiel dela  DoucJpe,A.M . 

Feb.  1752,0b.  Jan.  24,1795/ 
Henry  Friend,  prefent  vicar. 


i Prynne’s  Ree.  vol.  iii.  p.  714. 
k He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

1 Parilh  Regifter. 
m He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 
n Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xx.  p.  314.  He 
lies  buried  here. 

o He  lies  buried  here. 

P He  was  a man  of  exemplary  life 
and  converfation,  and  of  extenfive  cha- 
rity. He  lies  buried  here. 


q Afterwards  vicar  of  Tudeley. 

* Commonly  pronounced  Duep.  He 
was  a good  benefaitorto  the  vicarage, 
having  almoft  rebuilt  the  vicarage- 
houle ; he  died  much  efteemed  and 
regretted  by  his  pari/hioners  for  his 
attention,  zeal,  and  piety,  in  his  con- 
fcientious  difeharge  of  his  duties  du- 
ring his  long  refidencc  of  forty  years 
with  them. 


EAST  BARMING. 

CALLED  in  antient  records,  Bermelinge , lies  the 
next  parifh  to  Eaft  Farleigh,  on  the  opposite  or  north- 
ern fide  of  the  river  Medway. 

The  parish  of  Eaft  Barming  lies  on  high  ground, 
declining  fouthward  to  the  valley,  through  which  the 
river  Medway  flows,  being  its  fouthern  boundary.  It 
is  fituated  oppofite  to  Eaft  Farleigh,  than  which  it 
has  a far  lefs  ruftic  and  more  ornamented  appearance. 

The 
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The  foil  like  that  is  a fertile  loam,  flightly  covering 
the  quarry  rock,  from  under  which  feveral  fmall 
f>rin°s  gufh  out,  and  run  precipitately  in  trinkling 
rills  into  the  Medway;  it  is  enriched  too  with  fre- 
quent hop  and  fruit  plantations  ; the  fields  are  in  ge- 
neral larger,  and  furrounded  with  continued  rows  of 
lofty  elms  and  large  fpreading  oaks,  which  contribute 
greatly  to  the  plealantnefs  of  the  place.  The  fituation 
of  it,  as  well  as  o f the  neighbouring  parifhes,  from 
Maidftone  as  far  as  Mereworth,  is  exceedingly  beau- 
tiful, the  river  Medway  meandering  its  filver  ftream 
in  the  valley  beneath,  throughout  the  greateft  part 
of  the  extent  of  them  ; the  fertility  of  foil,  the  heal- 
thinefs  of  air,  the  rich  variety  of  profpedt,  adorned  by 
;i  continued  range  of  capital  feats,  with  their  parks 
and  plantations,  form  altogether  an  affemblage  of  ob- 
jects, in  which  nature  and  art  appear  to  have  lavifhed 
their  choiceft  endeavours,  to  form  a fcene  teeming 
with  whatever  can  make  it  defirable  both  for  pleafure 
and  profit. 

The  high  road  from  Maidftone  to  Tunbridge 
croftes  the  upper  part  of  the  parith  of  Eaft  Barming, 
over  a beautiful,  though  fmall  plain,  called  Barming- 
heath,  part  of  which  is  in  Maidftone  parifh,  a little 
diftance  below  which  is  a modern,  and  rather  elegant 
feat,  built  by  John  Whitaker,  gent,  fecond  fon  of 
Mr.  Tho.  Whitaker,  of  Trottefclive,  fince  whole  death 
it  has  come  to  his  nephew,  Thomas  Whitaker,  efq. 
of  Watringbury  ; but  Mr.  William  Rolfe  refides  in 
it.  Farther  on  is  the  village  of  Barming,  in  which  is 
a pleafant  feat,  called  the  Homeftall,  built  about  the 
year  1720,  by  Mr.  James  Allen,  whole  heirs  are  now 
entitled  to  the  fee  fimple  of  it;  but  by  the  foreclofure  of 
a mortgage  term,  the  polfeffion  of  it  became  veiled  in 
Arthur  Harris,  efq.  who  kept  his  fhrievalty  here  in 
1746  ; his  brother  Thomas  refided  likewife  here,  and 
dying  unmarried  in  1769,  gave  this  feat  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Dorman  for  life;  remainder  to  Mr,  John  Mumford, 
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of  Sutton-at-Hone,  whom  he  made  heir  to  the  bulk 
of  his  fortune ; Ibe  now  poffeffes  and  refides  in  it.  A 
fmall  diftance  from  hence  is  the  feat  of  Hall-place ; 
lienee  the  ground  rifes  to  the  coppice  woods,  part  of 
which  lie  within  this  parilh,  and  adjoin  to  a much 
larger  trad  northward.  About  a quarter  of  a mile  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  road  is  the  church,  handing  by 
itfelf  among  a grove  of  elms,  the  flight  delicate  white 
fpire  of  which  rifing  above  the  foilage  of  the  grove, 
affords  a pleafing  profped  to  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try. From  the  above  road  the  village  extends  fouth- 
ward  down  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  almoft  to  the 
river,  over  which  there  is  a wooden  bridge,  built  at 
the  expence  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  navigation^ 
It  is  called  St.  Helen’s  bridge,  from  its  contiguity  to 
that  manor,  fituated  at  a very  fmall  diftance  from  it ; 
about  a mile  from  the  village,  clofe  to  the  eaftern 
boundary  of  the  parilh,  adjoining  to  that  of  Maid* 
ftone,  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  leading  down  to 
Eaft  Farleigh  bridge,  is  the  parfonage,  lately  almoft 
rebuilt  by  the  prefent  redtor,  the  Rev.  Mark  Noble, 
who  refides  in  it,  and  by  his  judicious  management 
and  improvements  has  made  this  benefice,  perhaps  one 
of  the  raoft  defirable  in  the  diocefe. 

A few  years  ago  feveral  Roman  urns,  pieces  of  ar- 
mour, and  fkeletons,  were  dug  up  within  the. bounds  of 
this  parilh ; the  latter  were  no  doubt  belonging  to  thofe 
who  fell  in  the  fkirmifh  between  the  Royalifts  and 
Oliverians  at  Farleigh  bridge,  in  1648;  and  the  for- 
mer ferves  to  fhew,  that  the  Roman  highway,  a dif- 
ferent one  from  the  larger  one  of  the  Watling-ftreet, 
and  directing  its  courfe  towards  Oldborough,  in  Ight- 
ham,  led  near  this  place,  of  which  more  will  be  no- 
ticed hereafter. 

There  grows  on  Banning  heath,  the  plant,  Cha- 
mtemelum  odoratiffimum  repens  flore  fimplici,  com- 
mon camomile , in  great  plenty ; and  verbafeum  album 
vulgare  five  thapfus  barbatus  communis,  great  mul- 

vol.  iv.  c c lei,h 
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iein , or  hightaper , more  plentifully,  and  of  a larger 
iize  than  1 have  met  with  elfewhere.' 

The  manor  of  EaU  Banning  was  given  by  king 
William  the  conqueror  to  Richard  de  Tonebrege,  the 
eldeft  Ion  of  Giflebert  earl  of  Brion,  in  Normandy, 
the  fon  of  Geffry,  natural  fon  of  Richard,  the  firft  of 
that  name,  duke  of  Normandy,  whence  he  bore  the 
name  of  Richard  Fitz  Gilbert  at  his  coming  hither;* 
he  was  one  of  the  principal  perfons  who  came  into 
England  with  duke  William,  to  whom  he  gave  great 
aflittance  in  that  memorable  battle,  in  which  he  ob- 
tained the  crown  of  this  realm.  He  had  for  that  fer- 
vice,  and  in  refpedt  of  his  near  alliance  to  him  in 
blood,  great  advancements  in  honour,  and  large  pof- 
4'edions  both  in  Normandy  and  England,  bellowed 
upon  him;  among  the  latter  he  poffeffed  thirty-eight 
lordlhips  in  Surry,  thirty-five  in  Effex,  three  in  Cam- 
bridgelhire,  three  in  Kent,  one  in  Middlefex,  one  in 
Wiltfhire,  one  in  Devonfhire,  ninety-five  in  Suffolk, 
and  thirteen  burgages  in  Ipfwich,  of  which  Clare  was 
one,  befides  others  in  other  counties ; accordingly, 
in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about  the  year 
1080,  being  the  15th  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  this 
eftate  is  thus  entered  under  the  title  of.  Terra  Ricardi 
■F.  Gifieb'  ti,  the  land  of  Richard,  the  Ion  of  Giflebert. 

In  Me  deft  an  hundred  the  fame  Richard  ( de  Tonebrige) 
holds  Bermelinge.  Alret  held  it  of  king  Edward  (the 
Confeftfor)  and  then  and  now  it  was  and  is  taxed  at  one 
fuling.  The  arable  land  is  four  car  urates.  In  demefne 
■there  are  two  carucates  and  five  villeins , with  eight  bor- 
derers, having  five  carucates.  There  are  thirteen  fer- 
vantSy  and  one  mill  of  five  J hillings , and  four  acres  of 
meadow . IVood  for  the  pannage  of  ten  hogs.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  it  was  worth  four  pounds , and  af- 
terwards 100  findings y now  four  pounds. 


Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  206,  207. 
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This  Richard  Fitz  Gilbert,  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
Conqueror’s  reign,  was  ufually  called  Rich.  deTone- 
brige,  as  well  from  his  poftefting  that  town  and  caftle, 
as  from  his  refidence  there;  and  his  defendants  took 
the  name  of  Clare,  lrom  the  like  reaion  of  their  pof- 
fefling  that  honour,  and  were  afterwards  earls  of  Clare, 
and  of  Gloucefter  and  Hertford.  Of  this  family,  as 
chief  lords  of  the  fee,  Barming  was  afterwards  held  in 
moieties  by  Fulk  Peyforer  and  Roger  de  Kent,  each 
of  whom  held  their  part  of  the  honour  of  Clare. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  the  heirs  of  Lora 
Peyforer  and  thole  of  Roger  de  Kent,  being  Thomas 
de  Barmeling  and  Wm.  de  Kent,  held  thefe  moieties 
as  above  mentioned ; and  in  the  20th  year  of  the  next 
reign  of  king  Edward  III.  John  Fitz  Jacob,  Thomas 
and  John  de  Kent,  held  thefe  moieties  of  this  eftate, 
in  Eaft  Barmeling,  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter. 

The  former  of  these  moieties,  held  by  the 
family  of  Peyforer,  feems  to  have  compriled  the  ma- 
nor of  East  Barming,  and  to  have  been  given  af- 
terwards to  the  Benedi&ine  nunnery  of  St.  Helen’s, 
in  Bifhopfgate  ftreet,  London,  whence  it  acquired  the 
name  of  St.  Helen’s,  alias  Eaji  Barming  manor , by 
the  former  of  which  only  it  is  now  called ; with  the 
above  priory  this  manor  remained  till  its  diflolution, 
in  king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  when  it  was  furrendered 
into  the  king’s  hands,  who,  in  his  35th  year,  granted 
his  manor,  called  St.  Elen’s,  among  other  premifes, 
to  Richard  Callohill,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fer- 
vice,  who  that  year  fold  it  to  Gabriel  Caldham,  free- 
mafon,  of  London  j and  he  next  year  fold  it  to  Tho. 
Reve,1  whofe  grandfon  of  the  fame  name,  in  the  4th 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  levied  a fine  of  it,  and  then 
pafifed  it  away  by  fale  to  Mr.  Stephen  Pearfe,  who 
fome  years  afterwards  alienated  it  to  Sir  Robert  Brett, 

* Philipott,  p.  67.  Speed.  Tan.  Not.  Mon.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus 
ann.  pt.  14.  Mr.  Petyt  Feedary  of  Kent  his  book. 
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on  whofe  death,  without  furviving iffiie,  in  1 62o,u  this 
manor  came  by  will  to  Egbert  Lynd,  efq.  who  bore 
for  his  arms.  Argent  a crop  ingrailed  gules  ; and  he  fold 
it  to  Sir  Oliver  Boteier,  of  Teflon,  in  whofe  defend- 
ants it  continued  down  to  Sir  Philip  Boteier,  bart. 
who  died  in  1772,/.  p.  and  by  will  gave  one  moiety 
of  his  eftates  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Chart 
Sutton;  and  the  other  moiety  to  Elizabeth  vifcoun- 
tefs  dowager  Folkeflone,  and  Wm.  Bouverie,  earl  of 
Radnor;  and  on  a partition  afterwards  made  between 
them,  this  manor  was  allotted  to  lady  Folkeflone, 
who  died  in  1782,  on  which  it  came  to  her  only  fon, 
the  Hon.  Philip  Bouverie,  who  has  fince  taken  the 
name  of  Puley,  and  he  is  the  prelcnt  owner  of  it. 

This  manor  extends  its  jurildiftion  over  the  whole 
of  this  parifli ; the  antient  houfe  of  it,  as  well  as  the 
dove  cote,  Flood  nearly  at  the  fopt  of  the  hill  near 
St.  Helen’s  bridge ; both  have  been  pulled  down  not 
many  years  fmce. 

. The  other  moiety  of  the  ejlate  of  Eajl  Barm- 
pig,  held  by  John  Fitz  Jaeob  and  John  de  Kent, 
teems  to  have  palled  afterwards  into  the  family  of 
Fremingham;  for  John,  fon  of  Sir  Ralph  de  Freming- 
ham,  of  Lofe,  died  pofTefTed  of  it  about  the  1 2th  year 
of  king  Henry  IV.  and  leaving  no  illue,  he  by  his  will 
gave  it  to  certain  feoffees,  who,  in  compliance  with  it, 
next  year  aligned  it  to  John  Pimpe,  and  his  heirs 
male,  for  the  finding  and  maintaining  of  two  chap- 
lains, one  in  the  monaflery  of  Boxiey,  and  the  other  in 
the  church  of  Eafl  Farleigh,  to  celebrate  tor  the  fouls 
of  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  others  their  anceftors  and  re- 
lations therein  mentioned.  From  the  family  of  Pimpe 
this  ellate  came,  in  king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  to  Sir 
Henry  Ifley,  who  by  the  a£t  of  the  2d  and  jd  of  king 
Edward  VI.  procured  his  lands  in  this  county  to  be 
di  [gave  lied. 

' c • •, 

" See  Town  Mailing. 
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Being  coftcerned  in  the  rebellion  railed  by  Sir  Tho. 
Wyatt,  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mary,  he  was  attain- 
ted, and  nis  lands  were  confifcated  to  the  crown, 
whence  this  eftate  was  granted  that  year  to  Sir  Johri 
Baker,  the  queen’s  attorney  general,  to  hold  in  capita 
by  knights  fervice  ;w  in  whole  defcendants  it  conti- 
nued down  to  Sir  John  Baker,  bart.  of  Siffinghurft,  of 
whom  it  feems  to  have  been  purchafed  in  the  reicrn 
of  king  Charles  II.  by  Golding,  who  died  pofielfed 
of  it  in  1674,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  bearing 
for  his  arms,  A crofs  voided , between  four  lions  paff'ant 
guardant.  His  fon,  Mr.  Henry  Golding,  gent,  about 
the  year  1700,  alienated  this  eftate  to  Nicholas  Am- 
hurft,  gent,  of  Well  Barming,  who  died  polfelTed  of 
it  in  1715;  and  his  grandfon,  John  Amhurft,  efq.  is 
the  prefent  poffelTor  of  it. 

Hall -place  is  a reputed  manor  in  this  parilh, 
the  antient  manfion  of  which  is  fituated  at  a fmall 
dillance  weftward  of  the  prefent  feat,  and  is  little 
more  than  an  ordinary  cottage,  ferving  as  a farm  houfe 
to  a fmall  parcel  of  land.  It  formerly  gave  both  re- 
fidence  and  furname  to  a family,  written  in  antient 
deeds,  At- Hall,  who  before  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  III.  had  alienated  their  interell  in  the 
greatell  part  of  it  to  one  of  the  Colepepers,  of  Pref- 
ton,  in  Aylesford,  and  the  reft  of  it  to  Clive ; and 
this  part  was  by  John  Clive,  about  the  7th  year  of 
king  Henry  IV.  likewife  conveyed  to  Colepeper,  who 
in  the  10th  year  of  that  reign  palled  away  the  entire 
fee  of  it  to  Sampfon  Mafcall,  whofe  family  was  origi- 
nally of  Mafcall’s,  in  Brenchley,  and  in  his  defcend- 
ants Hall-place  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  cjueen 
Elizabeth’s  reign,  when  it  was  conveyed  to  Alchorne, 
whofe  anceftors  were  poflefled  of  Alchorne  in  Rother- 
field,  in  Suflex 3 in  which  name  the  fee  of  this  eftate 
remained  at  the  time  of  king  Charles  II.’s  reftofation, 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejusan.pt.  i.  Philipott,  p.  67. 
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but  the  ufe  and  profits  of  it  were  made  over,  fora 
long  feries  of  years,  to  Mr.  Cook,  of  Stepney;  and 
he,  in  1656,  alienated  his  intereft  in  it  to  Mr.  Rich. 
Webb,  redtor  of  this  parifh,  who  in  1667,  gave  it  to 
his  grandfon,  Richard  Webb,  gent,  who,  in  1726, 
conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr.  Peter  Smart,  who  bore  for 
his  arms,  Argent , a chevron  betzveen  three  pheons  fable ; 
about  which  time  Chriftopher  Smart,  the  poet,  isfaid 
to  have  been  born  in  this  parilh ; at  length,  Mr.  Peter 
Smart’s  widow,  and  their  children,  in  1746,  pafled 
away  their  intereft  in  it  to  John  Cale,  efq.  who  refided 
here,  and  dying  in  1777,  was  buried  in  tiiis  church- 
yard, having  been  a benefa&or  to  the  poor  of  this  pa- 
rifh ; and  by  his  will  he  devifed  this,  among  the  reft  of 
his  eftates  in  this  county,  to  the  heirs  of  Tho.  Prowfe, 
efq.  of  Axbridge,  in  Somerfetfhire;  in  confequence  of 
which  his  two  daughters  and  coheirs  became  intit  led 
to  it ; the  youngeft  of  whom  married  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt,  bart.  ot  Walton,  in  Warwickfhire,  and  they 
became  pofleffed  of  this  eftate  in  undivided  moieties, 
and  in  1781,  joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to  John  Amhurft, 
efq.  of  Barnjet,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

CHARITIES . 

Thomas  Harris,  efq.  of  this  parifh,  in  1769,  gave  by  will, 
$1.  per  annum  for  fifty  years,  2s.  of  it  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of 
this  parifh  in  bread,  on  each  Sunday  in  the  year,  excepting  Eafler 
and  Whitfunday. 

John  Cale,  efq.  of  this  parifh,  in  1777,  gave  by  will  the  fum 
of  aool.  in  Eafi  India  annuities,  the  intereft  of  it  to  be  given  to 
the  poor  yearly  at  Chriftmas,  in  linen  and  bread,  vefted  in  truf- 
tees,  of  the  annual  produce  of  61. 

This  parish  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret, 
is  a fmall  building,  confifting  of  one  ifle  and  a chan- 
cel, with  an  elegant  fpire  fteeple.  The  prefent  rec- 
tor, Mr.  Noble,  about  twelve  years  ago,  at  his  own 

expence 
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expence,  entirely  repaired  and  ornamented  the  chan- 
cel; he  gave  likewife  a new  altar  and  pulpit  cloth, 
and  culhion;  and  the  parifhioners,  followed  his  ex- 
ample, in  the  repair  and  ornamenting  of  the  church 
itfelf;  fo  that  from  being  one  of  the  mod  negledted, 
it  is  become  equal  to  mod  of  the  neighbouring 
churches  in  thole  refpedts. 

Walter,  bilhop  of  Rocheder,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Stephen,  confirmed  to  the  prior  and  canon  of  Ledes 
the  patronage  of  the  church  of  Barmyng,  as  it  was 
granted  to  them  by  the  lords  of  the  foil,  and  con- 
firmed to  them  by  their  charters. 

Gilbert,  bifhop  of  Rocheder,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  II.  granted  to  the  prior  and  canons  two  {hil- 
lings, to  be  received  by  them  yearly,  as  a penfion  from 
this  church,  faving  the  epifcopal  right  of  the  bilhop 
of  Rocheder,  &c.x  The  patronage  of  the  church  of 
Barming,  together  with  this  penlion,  remained  part 
of  the  poffellions  of  the  above  mentioned  priory  till 
the  diffolution  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  came  into  the  king’s  hands.  Since  which, 
the  patronage  of  this  redtory  has  continued  veded  in 
the  crown,  but  the  above  mentioned  yearly  penfion 
of  two  dfillings  was,  by  the  king’s  dotation  charter, 
in  his  33d  year,  fettled  on  his  new  eredted  dean  and 
chapter  of  Rocheder,  who  are  now  intitled  to  it. 

In  the  13th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Barmelyng  was  valued  at  twelve  marcs.  It  is  valued 
in  the  king’s  books  at  12I.  7s.  id.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  il.  5s.  8fd.z  The  glebe  land  belonging  to 
this  redtory  contains  eighty-three  acres. 

x See  the  confirmations  of  the  above  grants,  Reg.  Roff.  p. 
2n,  214,  217.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456.  E<5h  Thef.  p.  383. 
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CHURCH  OF  EAST  B ARMING. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom prefented.  RECTORS. 

Prior  and  canons  of  Leeds.  .. Richard de  St.  Quin/in , refigned,7 

Bartholomew .z 

The  Crown.... John  Sympfon,  ob.  Ap.  I563.* 

John  Maplifden,  prefented  1 5 75, 
obt.  1613. b 

Richard  Webb , 1624,  obt.  Odt. 
20,  1667. c 

Benjamin  Denham , 1667,  obt. 
i67o.d 

John  Style  man,  1670,  ob.  1682.* 
Thomas  Harris , induced  1682. 
Theophilus  Beck,  obt.  Odt.  1715/ 
John  Harris , A.  M obt.  Sep.  7, 
x 719.8 

James  Majhbourne,  A.M.  obt. 

Dec.  1 1,  1 7 39-h 
Thomas  Pickering , A.  M.  Dec. 

18,  1739,  °b*  0&*  3°>  1758.' 
Thomas  Marjhall  Jordan , A.  M. 

1758,  obt.  Feb.  26,  1786.“ 
Mark  Noble , in  x 786.  Prefent 
reftor. 


y Before  1354  he.  refigned  this,  on 
an  exchange  with  Bartholomew,  for 
the  reftory  of  Ofham.  Reg,  Rolf.  p. 
512. 

* Reg.  RofF.  ibid. 

a He  was  buried  here. 

b Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xiv.  p.  743.  And 
archdeacon  of  Suffolk  in  1575.  Vide 
Neve’s  Fafti,  p.  222. 

* He  feems  to  have  been  difplaced 
by  the  fanatics,  for  one  Nicholls  held 
it  at  the  Refloration,  and  was  ejected 
by  the  Bartholomew  aft.  Mr.  Webb 
lies  buried  in  this  church. 

d Parilh  regifter. 


* Parilh  regifter. 

f Atfo  vicar  of  Birling,  where  he 
was  buried. 

£ Afterwards  D.D.  He  was  minif- 
ter  of  St.  Mildred’s,  Milk-ftreet,  Lon- 
don, perpetual  curate  of  Stroud,  and 
prebendary  of  Rochefter.  He  pub- 
lilhed  the  Hiftory  of  this  county,  in 
one  volume,  folio,  and  other  learned 
works. 

k He  was  vicar  of  Lyghe,  and  lies 
buried  in  this  church. 

i He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

k And  reftor  of  Iden,  in  Suffex,  by 
difpenfation. 


WEST  BARMING. 

ADJOINING  to  Eaft  Barming  weftward  lies  Weft 
Barming,  commonly  called  Barnjet. 


It 
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It  is  written  varioufly  in  antient  deeds ; in  fome, 
Wert  Barming  and  Barmelinges,  in  others  Baringjet, 
alias  Paringet,'  which  feems  to  be  a corruption  Irorti 
Barmingiet,  as  it  is  fpelt  in  the  Regifirum  Roffenje.  Jn 
the  Textus  Roffctifis  it  is  called  Bearmlingetes. 

The  parish  of  Weft  Barming  is  very  fmall,  it  is 
much  the  fame  as  to  foil,  and  other  particulars,  as  that 
of  Eaft  Barming  laft  defcribed,  the  high  road  from 
Maidftone  to  Tunbridge  continues  through  it,  the 
woods  in  the  upper  part  of  it  come  down  to  within  one 
field  of  the  road,  and  the  remainder  is  more  open  and 
free  from  trees  than  the  former  parifh.  At  the  weftern 
boundaries  are  the  plantations  and  park  of  Tefton- 
houfe  j on  the  fouthern  fiue  of  the  road  is  the  feat  of 
Barnjet,  moft  pleafantly  fituated  on  a fpot  capable  of 
great  improvement,  below  it  is  a bridge  acrofs  the 
Medway,  built  not  many  years  fince  by  Mr.  Amhurft, 
at  a fmall  diftance  below  the  antient  ford  over  the  ri- 
ver, before  repaired  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  na- 
vigation. From  the  high  road  there  is  a pretty  fteep 
defcent  of  grafs  and  meadow  land  to  the  river,  its 
fouthern  boundary,  and  a moft  beautiful  profpedt  of 
the  meandring  river,  Tefton  bridge,  and  the  rich  ad- 
joining country. 

At  the  time  of  taking  the  genetal  furvey  of 
Domefday,  this  place  was  part  of  the  pofleffions  of 
Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  of  whom  it  was  held  by  Ralph 
de  Columbels,  as  appears  by  the  following  entry  in  it, 
under  the  general  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands  : 

Ranulf  de  Columbels  holds  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux) 
Bertnelie.  It  was  taxed  at  oiie  yoke . The  arable  land 
is  ...  . In  demefne  there  is  one  carucate , with  five 
fervants  and  four  acres  of  meadow.  IVood  for  the  pan- 
nage of  three  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
ConfeJJor  it  was  worth  fifteen  (hillings,  when  he  received 
twenty  /hillings,  How  forty  /hillings. 

1 From  deeds  in  the  archives  of  Brazen  Nofe  college,  Oxford. 

On 
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On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux  about  four 
years  afterwards,  this,  among  the  reft  of  his  pofteftions, 
became  confifcated  to  the  crown,  and  feems  foon  af- 
terwards to  have  been  granted  to  the  family  of  Creve- 
quer,  of  which  it  was  held  about  the  latter  end  of  king 
Richard  I’s  reign  by  a family  who  took  their  furname 
from  their  pofteftions  here. 

Accordingly  in  the  two  fcutages  raifed  in  the  2d  and 
3d  years  of  king  John’s  reign,  William  de  Barmelinges 
is  charged  two  marcs  for  one  knight’s  fee,  late  of  the 
fee  of  Robert  de  Crevequer,  and  then  in  the  king’s 
hands. 


William  de  Barmelinges  died  in  the  2 2d  of  king 
Edward  I.  poftefled  of  the  manor  of  Weft  Barmelinges! 
with  the  hamlet  of  Pimpe  and  Ledhoc,  holding  them 
of  the  king  in  capite , as  did  his  fon  Robert  de  Barme- 
ling,  in  the  3 ift  of  that  reign.  In  the  6th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  John  de  Fremingham  poftefled  two  parts 
of  this  manor,  as  he  did  in  the  20th  year  of  that  rei<m, 
the  other  part  before  poftefled  by  the  Barmelings  bem» 
alienated  dfewhere,  as  appears  by  the  book  for°colletf> 
ing  the  aid  of  that  year,  in  which  John  de  Freming- 
ham and  John  de  Huntingdon,  alias  Hunton,  are 
charged  for  the  knight’s  fee,  which  Robert  de  Barme- 
lyng  before  held  in  Weft  Barmelyngof  the  king  ; that 
part  poftefled  by  the  latter  extending  into  the  parifh  of 
Yalding,  as  will  be  mentioned  hereafter  in  the  de- 
scription of  that  parifh. 

John  de  Fremingham  died  in  the  23d  year  of  the 
above  reign,  pofi'elTed  of  his  two  parts  of  this  manor, 
together  with  the  advowlon  of  the  church  held  of  the 
king  m e aptte,  which  afterwards  defeended  to  John, 
fon  of  Sir  Ralph  de  Fremingham,  of  Lofe,  who  died 
ntkt  mlyarofkinjBeiij  IV.  and  leaving  no 

andfadv  r *’■  b?  wil1  devifed  this  manor 

wltT,  “ ce"alnk°ff«s,  who  in  compliance 

an  hk  he  ye‘lri'  ?ued  U °Ver>  t0  J°hn  d<=  Pimpe, 

and  his  heirs  male,  with  remainder  to  Roger  Iflef 


as 
being 
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being  the  neareft  of  blood  to  him,  and  to  the  heirs  male 
of  his  body,  with  divers  remainders  over. 

From  the  family  of  Pimpe  this  eftate  came  in  king 
Henry  the  VUIth’s  reign  into  the  pofiefllon  of  Sir 
Henry  Ifley,  who  by  the  aft  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  king 
Edward  VI.  procured  his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  dij - 
ravelled,  who  being  attainted  in  the  ift  year  of  queen 
Mary,  his  lands  were  confifcated  to  the  crown,  whence 
this  manor  was  granted  that  year  to  Sir  John  Baker, 
the  queen’s  attorney  general,  to  hold  in  capite , whole 
defendant  Sir  John  Baker,  bart.  of  Siflinghurft,  after 
the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  feems  to  have  alienated  it, 
together  with  the  eftate  of  Eaft  Banning,  to  Golding, 
who  died  in  1674,  pofiefied  of  this  manor. 

PI  is  fon,  Mr.  Henry  Golding,  gent,  refided  at  the 
Jmanor-houfe  of  Weft  Barming,  called  Barnjet,  and 
i about  the  year  1700  alienated  this  eftate  to  captain 
Nicholas  Amhurft,  who  was  afterwards  of  Barnjet,  and 
dying  in  1715,  was  buried  in  Eaft  Farleigh  church, 
fmce  which  this  manor  and  eftate  has  continued  in  his 
defendants  down  to  John  Amhurft,  efq.  the  prefent 
i poffeffor  of  it,  who  has  lately  rebuilt  the  manfton-houfe 

! of  Barnjet,  and  now  reftdes  in  it.m 

: West  Barming  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
1 jurisdiction  of  the  diocefe  ot  Rochefter,  and  deanvy 
' of  Mailing. 

The  church  of  Weft  Barming  or  Barmynget,  feems 
( antiently  to  have  been  reputed  but  as  a chapel ; for  in 
l the  Textus  Roffenfis  it  is  reckoned  among  thofe  chapels 
| which  then  paid  chrifm  rent  to  the  mother  church  of 
1 the  diocefe  j notwithftanding  which,  it  was  afterwards 

efteemed  as  a parilh  church. 

It  was  always  accounted  as  an  appendage  to  the  ma- 
nor, and  was  united  to  the  church  of  Nettlefted  in  the 
, ad  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  on  the  petition  of  John 
‘ Pimpe,  efq.  lord  of  this  manor  and  church  of  Barming- 

n See  more  of  the  Amhurfts  under  Eaft  Farleigh. 

jett. 


396  MAIDSTONE  HUNDRED. 

jet t,  by  Edmund,  bifhop  of  Rochefter;  in  whicb 
having  fet  forth,  that  the  fruits,  tithes,  oblations,  ob 
ventions,  profits,  and  other  emoluments  of  this  churcl 
were  become  fo  fmall  and  (lender,  on  account  of  thi 
fmall  number  of  parifbioners,  the  fterility  of  the  land 
the  want  of  culture,  the  fcarcity  of  hulbandmen,  am 
other  matters  happening  more  than  common,  thai 
there  was  not  at  that  time,  nor  was  there  like  to  be  ir 
future,  a fufficient  maintenance  for  the  redtor  of  it 
therefore  he,  for  the  above  and  other  juft  and  reafonabk 
caufes,  decreed  that  this  church  fhould  not  be  efteemed 
as  fuch,  but  as  a chapel,  dependent,  united,  and  an- 
nexed to  that  of  Nettlefted ; the  redtors  of  which 
fhould  for  the  future  have  and  enjoy  all  profits,  tithes, 
emoluments,  &c.  belonging  to  this  church  of  Barming- 
jett,  and  convert  and  freely  difpofe  of  them  to  their 
own  proper  ules  for  ever,  provided,  neverthelefs,  that 
the  cure  of  fouls  of  the  parifhioners  of  it  fhould  be  fup- 
plied  with  a fufficient  and  fit  prieft  ; and  he  decreed, 
that  the  redtors  of  Nettlefted  fhould  in  future  pay 
yearly  to  the  biffiops  of  Rochefter,  the  fum  of  twenty 
pence,  and  to  the  archdeacon  of  the  place  twelve  pence 
yearly,  in  lieu  of  fuch  payments  as  belonged  to  them, 
as  of  antient  cuftom,  from  this  church,  before  the  an- 
nexing and  confolidating  of  it.  Frofri  which  time  the 
redtor  of  Nettlefted  has  been  prefented,  inftituted  arid 
indudted  to  the  redtory  of  Nettlefted,  with  the  chapel 
of  Barmingjett  annexed.  The  redtors  of  Nettlefted 
have  not  received  any  tithes  of  this  parifh  for  many 
years ; the  whole  of  them  are  now  erijoyed  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Tefton,  as  part  of  the  eftate  of 
the  late  Sir  Philip  Boteler,  bart.  and  (he  receives  the 
fum  of  fourteen  pounds  and  fix  loads  of  ftraw  annually, 
by  compofition,  of  Mr.  John  Amhurft,  for  his  eftate  of 
Barnjet,  in  this  parifh. 


n Regiftrum  RofFenfe,  p.  162. 


Soon 
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Soon  after  the  above  union,  this  chapel  feems  to  have 
fallen  into  ruin  ; part  of  the  wall  of  it  remained  in  the 
next  field  weftward  of  Barnjet,  and  a fmall  diftance 
fbuthward  from  the  high  road  till  within  thefe  few 
years,  when  Mr.  Amhurft  removed  every  ftone  that  was 
left  of  it. 


CHURCH  OF  WEST  BARMING. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  'whom  prefented. 

Lords  of  the  manor  of  Weft  Farming 


R ECTOR  s. 

Hugh,  abbot  of  Stratford  .T.orig- 
thorne,  in  14S6,  who  tlien  re- 
figned  it,  and  it  was  that  year 
united  to  the  church  of  Net- 
ted ted.  ‘ 
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HUNDRED  OF  LARKFIELD 

LlES  the  next  northward  from  that  of  Maidftone, 
adjoining  on  the  oppofite  fide  to  the  liberty  of  Ro- 
chdler.  It  is  called  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  Lan - 
rochesfel and  in  lome  later  records,  Laver  kef  eld. 

IT  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES  OF 


1.  WOLDHAM. 

2.  Burham. 

3.  Aylesford. 

4.  Aiuncton. 

5.  Ditton. 

6.  Snodland. 

7-  Padlesworth. 
8.  Birling. 


9.  Ryarsh. 

10.  Leyborne. 

11.  East  Milling. 

12.  West  Mailing. 

13.  Ofham. 

14.  Addington. 

and 

15.  Trottesclive. 


But  pait  of  Aylesford  and  West  Malling  are  exempt 
from  the  conftables  of  this  hundred  ; the  former  as  being  antient 
demefne,  and  the  latter  as  having  a conftable  and  feparate  liberty 
or  its  own.  A lmall  part  of  Aylesford  is  likewife  within  the 
hundred  and  liberty  of  Maidftone.  Part  of  the  parifhes  of  Hun- 
ton  and  Horsmonden  are  likewife  within  this  hundred 
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WOLDHAM. 

NEXT  to  the  parifh  of  Sc.  Margaret  and  liberty  of 
Rochefter,  fouthward,  lies  the  parifh  of  Woldham, 
written  in  the  Saxon  charters,  Wuldaham , in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Latin  ones,  Vuldeham , and  in  the  record  of 
Domefday,  Oldeham . 

This  place  is  fuppofed  to  take  its  name  from  the 
Saxon  words  wol.de>  a plain  open  down  or  hill,  free 
from  trees  and  wood,  and  ham>  a village  or  dwelling ; 
in  the  like  manner  as  thofe  large  open  downs  in  the 
north  are  ftill  called  wolds , in  oppolition  to  weald>  a 
low  woody  region.3 

It  islikewife  defcribed  in  feveral  later  grants  by  the 
name  of  Woldeham  Monachorum,  from  its  belonging  to 
the  monks  of  Rochefter. 

The  parish  of  Woldham  lies  on  the  eaftern  bank 
of  the  river  Medway,  fomething  more  than  two  miles 
from  the  city  of  Rochefter,  in  a fituationof  a very  dif- 
ferent afpeft,  and  far  lei's  pleafant  than  that  of  the 
country  laft  defcribed,  though  fo  few  miles  diftant  from 
it.  The  village  having  the  church  in  it,  lies  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  very  low,  almoft  clofe  to  the  river 
Medway  (which  is  the  weftern  boundary  of  this  parifh) 
and  from  its  contiguity  to  the  marfhes  is  accounted  far 
from  being  healthy.  In  it  there  is  a handfome  lafhed 
brick  houfe,  named  Woldham  houfe , built  by  Captain 
Robert  Trevor,  of  the  navy,  fince  the  refidence  of 
George  Guy,  efq.  About  a mile  northward,  in  a fitu- 
ation  equally  low,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
river,  is  the  houfe  of  Starkey’s,  which,  though  now  only 
a farm-houfe,  has  ftill  a handfome  appearance,  being  a 
ftrong  building  of  ftone,  with  gothic  windows  and  door 
cafes,  of  alhlar  ftone.  Hence,  as  well  as  from  the 

* Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  445.  Camd.  p.  405. 

back 
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back  of  the  village,  the  hills  rife  to  a great  height  eaft- 
ward,  as  far  as  Nafhenden,  being  moftly  uninclofed, 
open  downs,  the  foil  of  which  is  chalk,  much  covered 
with  flints,  being  poor  and  unfertile,  a dreary  country. 

About  forty  years  ago,  in  digging  a trench  from 
YVoldham  houfe  up  to  the  open  downs,  there  were 
found  feveral  inftruments  of  an  antique  form  like  a. 
wedge,  or  axe,  ufually  called  celts , which  were  chiefly 
of  brafs. 

This  parifb  ought  antientlv  to  have  contributed  to 
the  repair  of  the  fourth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge.b 

Ethelbert,  king  of  Kent,  in  the  year  751,  firft 
gave  V uldeham  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Ro- 
chefter ; but  fometime  atter  it  was  taken  from  it,  and 
feveral  kings  poflefled  it,  one  after  the  other,  till  the 
time  of  king  bdmund,  who  began  his  reign  in  941,  of 
whom  one  .TUfftan  Heahftanine  bought  it,  at  the  price 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve  marcs  of  gold,  and  thirty 
pounds  in  money,  on  whofe  death,  ^Elfege,  his  fon, 
iucceeded  to  it,  who  by  will  made  in  the  prefence  of 
archbithop  Dunftan,  about  the  year  970,  made  a dif- 
tribution  of  ail  his  effects,  and  devifed  one  part  to 
Chrift-church,  in  Canterbury,  one  part  to  the  church 
of  Rochefter,  and  the  remaining  third  part  to  his  own 
wife.  Notwithftanding  which,  one  Eeofsunu,  who  had 
married  his  nephew’s  widow,  endeavoured  to  fet  afide 
this  dilpofition,  as  well  as  the  archbifhop’s  teftimony  in 
relation  to  it,  and  entered  on  them,  but  they  were  re- 
covered from  him  in  a folemn  trial  held  at  Erhede  by 
the  archbifhop,  for  this  purpofe.  After  which,  on  the 
divifion  of  thefe  eftates,  Vuldeham  teems  to  have  been 
part  of  that  lhare  of  them  allotted  to  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew,  in  Rochefter.  King  Ethelbert,  in  the  year 
995,  confirmed  Wuldaham,  which  then  contained  fix 
man/#,  which  the  Kentifh  men  called  lutings,  to  St. 
Andrew’s  and  bilhop  Godwin. 

b-  Larabarde’s  Pci-ambulations,  p.  424. 
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In  the  book  of  Domefday,  Woldharn  is  thus  de- 
ferred, under  the  general  title  of  the  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter’s  lands  : 

The  Janie  bijhop  (of  Rochejier)  holds  Oldeham . It 
was  taxed  for  fix  Jidings  in  the  time  of  king  Edward 
the  Confejfor , and  now  for  three.  The  arable  land  is 
five  carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  two , and  eighteen 
villeins , with  fixteen  borderers  having  fix  carucates . 
There  are  fix  fervants , and  one  fifhery,  and  fixty  acres 
of  meadow.  IVood  for  the  pannage  of  twenty  hogs . 
There  is  a church.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Confejfor , and  afterwards , it  was  worth  eight  pounds , 
now  twelve  pounds. 

Bifhop  Gundulph,  who  was  elected  to  the  fee  of 
Rochefter  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  on  the  divi- 
fion  of  the  revenues  of  his  church,  allotted  this  manor, 
with  its  appendages,  to  the  monks,  to  the  ufe  of  their 
refectory,  in  lieu  of  Freckenham,  in  Suffolk,  which  he 
took  in  exchange  for  it,  chufing  rather,  as  the  latter  lay 
at  fo  remote  a diftance  from  Rochefter,  that  himfelf 
and  his  fucceffors  fhould  be  put  to  the  inconvenience 
of  going  there,  than  that  the  monks,  or  the  poor  of  that 
parifh,  fhould  be  yearly  harrafled  in  carrying  their  corn 
fo  far,c  but  bifhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  on  his  coming 
to  the  fee  of  Rochefter  in  1185,  claiming  this  manor 
with  its  appendages,  among  others,  which  had  been 
allotted  to  them  by  bifhop  Gundulph,  as  belonging  to 
the  maintenance  of  his  table,  the  monks  w'ere  at  laft 
forced  to  fubmit.  In  confequence  of  which,  though 
he  took  the  church  of  Woldharn  from  them,  yet  they 
continued  in  poffeffion  of  the  manor  till  the  diflblutjon 
of  the  priory  in  the  33d  year  of  king  Henry  VIIL 
In  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  I.  and  II.  the  bifhop 
of  Rochefter  claimed  feveral  liberties,  as  belong- 
ing to  all  the  lands  and  fees  of  his  church,  as  did  the 

c See  the  confirmations  of  this  manor  to  the  monks  of  Ro- 
chefter in  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  29,  £nd  vol.  iii.  p.  4. 
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prior  of  Rochefter  in  the  21ft  year  of  the  former  reign 
in  this  manor/  both  equally  the  fame  as  has  been  al- 
ready more  fully  mentioned  under  Frindfbury/ 

King  Edward  I.  in  his  23d  year,  granted  to  the 
prior  and  convent  free  warren  in  all  their  demefne 
lands  of  this  manor ; fo  that  no  one  Ihould  hunt  or 
take  any  thing  on  them  which  belonged  to  warren, 
without  their  licence,  on  forfeiture  of  ten  pounds/ 

The  manor  of  Woldham,  on  the  diffolution  of  the 
priory  of  Rochefter  in  the  32d  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
was  furrendered,  with  the  other  poITeffions  of  it,  into 
the  king’s  hands,  who,  in  his  33d  year  fettled  it  on  his 
new-founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom 
the  inheritance  of  it  continues  at  this  time. 

There  is  a court  leet  and  court  baron  held  for  this 
manor. 

The  lefiee  of  it,  under  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
chefter, is  Mr.  Iden  Henham. 

In  the  Cujiumale  Roffenfe  there  is  frequent  mention 
made  of  a watermill  in  Woldham,  belonging  to  the 
above  manor,  and  the  cuftom  was,  that  once  a year 
every  houfe  was  obliged  to  fend  one  man  for  a day,  to 
clear  the  paflage,  ditch,  and  mill-pond,  that  the  water 
might  come  well  to  turn  the  mill  and  there  were  two 
particular  acres  of  land,  the  occupiers  of  which  were  to 
clean  the  ditch,  which  led  from  the  river  to  the  mill- 
pond. 

There  were  feveral  fmall  parcels  of  land  granted 
at  feveral  times  to  different  perfons  by  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  lying  in  Magna  and  Parva 
Woldham,  being  two  divifions  in  this  parilh,  a more 
particular  account  of  which  may  be  feen  in  the  Rerif- 
trum  Roffenfe. 

d See  Regift  rum  Roffenfe,  p.  86,  no,  hi,  112,  663. 

* See  Frindfbury,  in  the  3d  vol.  of  this  hiftory,p.  530. 

f Reg.  Roff.  p.  338.  Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  N.  7. 
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Rings  is  a manor  here,  a finall  part  of  which  ex- 
tends itfelf  into  the  adjoining  parifh  of  St.  Margaret, 
in  Rochefter.  It  was  formerly  in  the  pofieffion  of  Ro- 
bert de  Wold  ham,  after  which  it  became  feparated  into 
moieties,  one  of  which  became  part  of  the  eftate  of  the 
eminent  family  of  Cofington,  of  Cofington,  in  Ayles- 
ford,  and  the  other  became  the  property  of  Carter. 
F rom  the  family  ot  Cofington  that  moiety  palled  by 
fale  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  to  William  Whorne, 
afterwards  knighted,  and  lord-mayor  of  London,  who 
built  Whorne’s-place,  in  Cookflone,  where  he  refided; 
and  the  other  moiety  palled  about  the  fame  time  to 
Laurence ; they,  by  a mutual  deed  of  conveyance, 
alienated  their  joint  intereft  in  this  manor  to  William 
Hadde,  of  Meriam-court,  in  Frinfted,  who  in  the  36th 
year  of  that  reign,  gave  it  to  his  fecond  fon,  Mr.  John 
Hadde,  whofe  defendant  fold  it  to  Thomas  Roydon, 
efq.  of  Roydon- hall,  in  Eaft  Peckham,  who,  among 
others,  in  the  3 1 ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  procured 
his  eftates  to  be  difgavelled  by  a<ft  of  parliament. 
From  Roydon  this  manor  palled  to  Brockhull,  of  Al- 
dington, in  Thurnham,  whofe  defcendant,  Henry 
Brockhull,  alienated  it  to  Sir  John  Levefon,  alias  Lew- 
fon,  of  Whorne’s-place,  in  Cookflone  ;s  after  which 
it  pafled,  in  like  manner  as  that  feat  by  lale  to  the  fa- 
mily of  Marfham,  in  which  it  has  continued  down  to 
the  right  hon.  Charles  lord  Romney,  the  prefent  pof- 
fellbr  of  it. 

Starkeys  is  a manor  here,  lying  in  that  diftridl  of 
this  parifh  called  Little  Woldham,  which  was  formerly 
known  by  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Lyttlyhall  and 
Woldham. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  it  feems  to  have 
been  in  the  pofleflion  of  Richard  Byfet,  who  held  it  as 
one  quarter  of  a knight’s  fee  in  Parva  Woldham, h and 

* Philipott,  p.  375.  See  Cookflone,  vol.  iii.  p.  393. 
h Book  of  Knight’s  Fees,  in  the  Exchequer. 
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afterwards  patted  it  away  to  Henry  de  Bokeland,  who 
alienated  it  to  Henry  Newman,  and  he  held  it  in  the 
20th  year  of  that  reign  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  as 
above-mentioned.  His  defcendant,  Henry  Newman, 
conveyed  it  to  Humphry  Starkey,  defcended  from  the 
Starkeys,  of  Wrenbury,  and  Oulton,  in  Chefhire,  and 
bore  for  his  arms,  Sable , a Jlork  proper , who  in  the 
1 2th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  was  made  recorder 
of  London,  and  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  III. 
chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  having  been  knighted 
before.1 

He  built  a good  houfc  here,  being  a large  ftrong  edi- 
fice of  ftone,  tho’  much  larger  formerly  than  it  is  at  pre- 
fent,  together  with  a handfome  chapel  on  this  manor,  a 
fragment  of  the  latter  only  being  now  left  at  the  eaft  angle 
of  the  houfe,  which,  from  that  and  his  refidence  here 
acquired  the  name  of  Starkeys.k  He  died  poffetted  of 
this  manor,  and  lies  buried  in  St.  Leonard’s,  Shoreditch, 
in  London,  leaving  four  daughters  his  coheirs;  and  on 
the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  this  manor  fell  to  the 
fhare  of  Sir  John  Rainsford,  who  had  married  Anne, 
the  youngeft  of  them.  His  fon,  of  the  fame  name, 
was  a perfon  much  in  favour  with  king  Henry  VIII. 
who  made  him  a privy  counlellor.1  He  alienated  this 
eftate  to  Lambe,  who  palled  it  away  to  Sir  John  Leve- 
fon,  alias  Lewfon,  from  which  name  it  was  fold,  toge- 
ther with  the  manor  of  Rings  before  mentioned,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  I.  to  John  Marfham,  elq.  whofe 
defcendant,  the  right  hon.  Charles  lord  Romney,  is  the 
prefent  poffeffor  of  this  manor  and  eftate. 

Sellers  is  a manor,  which  lies  partly  in  this  parifh 
and  partly  in  Burham,  which  with  the  manfion  of  it, 
called  the  Hall , alias  Woldham  hall , was  held  in  the 

1 Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  160. 

k Philipott,  p.  374.  There  is  a view  of  this  houfe  in  Biblioth. 
Topog.  Brit.  No.  vi.  pt.  x. 

1 See  Morant’s  Eflex,  vol.  i.  p.  461.  * 
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teign  of  king  John  as  appears  by  the  inquifitions  re- 
turned into  the  treafiiry  in  the  mh  and  . 3th  years  of 
that  reign  by  Robert  de  Woldham  Magna,  as  one 
quarter  of  a knight's  fee,  of  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter 
Soon  after  winch  the  poffeffors  of  this  manor  were' 
called,  from  it,  At-Hall,  and  in  Latin  deeds,  De  Mia. 
Robert  Le  Neve  was  owner  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  I.  and  then  held  it  by  the  above  tenure.  His 
heirs  fold  it  to  John  Atte  Celar,  written  alfo  At  Celere 
in  Edward  Ill’s  reign,  whole  defcendant  Warine  Atte 
Celar,  orDe  Celario,  held  this  manor  in  the  30th  year 
of  it,  and  continuing  in  his  defcendants,  it  at  length  ac- 
quired the  name  of  Sellers,  as  they  now  began  to  fpell 
themfelves.  They  bore  for  their  arms,  Argent , a fat- 
tier between  four  mullets  gules-,  which  arms  were  painted 
in  a vvindow  of  this  church,  and  remained  very  lately 
in  a window  of  the  manlion-houfe  of  this  manor. 

The  manor  of  Sellers  remained  in  this  family,  till  a 
female  heir,  about  the  reign  of  king  Elenry  VII.  car- 
ried it  in  marriage  to  John  Beuly,  gent,  who  bore  for 
his  arms,  Argent , a chevron  between  three  griffins  heads 
erafed , fable , and  continuing  in  his  defcendants  it 
gained  the  name  of  Beuly ’s- court,  though  the  manfion- 
houfe  itfelf  retained  that  of  Hall-place,m  alias  Wold- 
ham hall.  In  this  name  of  Beuly  it  continued  till  the 
year  1693,  when  it  was  alienated  to  Manley,  who  bore 
for  their  arms,  Argent,  a finifler  hand  couped,  fable, 
and  were  delcended  from  Thomas  Manley,  of  Chefler," 
in  which  name  it  remained  down  to  Mr.  William  Man- 
ley,  who  refided  in  it  and  died  in  177 9,  and  this  ma- 
nor became  the  property  of  his  three  fons  and  coheirs 
n gavelkind,  from  whom  it  was  afterwards  fold  to  Jo- 
eph  Brooke,  efq.  on  the  death  of  whofe  widow,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Brooke,  in  1796,  it  came  by  his  will  to  the 


m Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  ii.  p.  159.  Several  of  this  fa- 
mily lie  buried  in  Alhallows  Staining  church,  London. 
n See  Herald’s  off.  D.  18,  fol.  63.  b. 
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Rev.  John  Kenward  Shaw,  now  of  Town  Mailing, 
who  has  taken  the  name  of  Brooke,  and  is  the  prelent 
poflefifor  of  this  eftate.  There  is  a court  baron  held 
for  this  manor. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

Woldham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  and  dcanry  of  Rocheller. 

The  church,  which  is  a Imall  building,  with  a low 
fquare  tower,  on  which  was  formerly  a fpire  fteeple,  is 
fituated  at  the  fouth  weft  extremity  of  the  village,  and 
is  dedicated  to  All  Saints.  The  fteeple  of  this  church, 
and  much  of  the  fabric,  owe  their  original  to  the  libe- 
rality of  Stephen  Slegge,  of  this  parifh,  who  was  fhe- 
rifF  of  Kent  in  the  noth  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  and 
gave  by  his  will  in  the  36th  year  of  it,  one  hundred 
marcs  to  be  expended  on  it.  It  was  formerly  an  ap- 
pendage to  the  manor,  and  as  fuch  allotted  by  bilhop 
Gundulph,  in  the  divifion  which  he  made  of  the  pof- 
fefiions  of  his  church,  to  the  lhare  of  the  monks  of  St. 
Andrew’s  j but  bifhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  though  he 
fuffered  them  to  retain  the  manor,  yet  he  wrefted  this 
church  out  of  their  hands,  and  it  has  ever  fince  re- 
mained in  the  poffeffion  of  the  bifhops  of  Rochefter, 
.his  fuccelfors. 

Richard,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  9th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  at  the  inftance  of  the  prior  and  convent 
of  Rochefter,  made  enquiry  by  inquifition  as  to  the 
method  which  the  monks  ufed  in  taking  their  portions 
of  tithes  within  their  manors,  and  what  part  of  them 
was  allowed  to  the  feveral  parifh  churches,  by  which 
it  appeared,  that  in  their  manor  of  Woldham,  the  pa- 
rifh church,  and  the  abbefs  of  Mailing  took  the  whole 
of  the  tithes  of  fheaves  only,  but  of  other  fmall  tithes, 
it  did  not  nor  ever  ufed  to  take  any  thing  j and  he  de- 
creed, that  the  parifh  church  fhould  be  content  with  the 
tithes  of  the  fheaves  of  every  kind  of  corn  only.  All 
which  was  confirmed  by  John,  archbilhop  of  Canter- 
bury, by  infpeximus  next  year,  anno  1281. 
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f T/rHfrP°RTION -°F  TITHES  belonging  to  the  abbey 
of  Mailing  was  given  to  it  by  Ralf  de  Woldham,’  be- 

ing  the  third  part  of  his  tithe  of  corn,  and  two  parts  of 

Vjl6  0 ^1S  ^emelne  this  parifh,  and  Robert  de 
Woldham  gave  the  whole  of  his  tithe  of  Parva  Wold- 

ham  to  it.  In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this 
portion  of  tithes  was  valued  at  eight  marcs. 

An  inquifition  was  made  by  Thomas  de  Alkham, 
and  the  tenants  of  Woldham,  concerning  thefe  tithes 
in  this  parifh,  belonging  to  the  abbefs  in  the  26th  year 
of  king  Edward  III. 

In  the  Regijlrum  Roffenfey  p.  694,  is  a particular  ac- 
count of  the  portions  of  fheaves,  which  the  abbefs  took 
on  the  feveral  lands  in  this  parifh,  the  names  of  which, 
of  the  owners  and  occupiers,  and  the  meafurement  of 
them  are  therein  mentioned,  in  which  in  fome,  the 
abbefs  had  two  fheaves,  and  the  redtor  one  ; in  others 
fhe  had  but  one,  and  the  redtor  two ; in  fome  (he  had 
the  tenth  (heaf  with  the  redtor,  and  in  the  reft  therein 
mentioned,  fhe  had  all  the  tenth  of  fheaves. 

Much  difpute  having  arifen  between  the  redlor  of 
this  parifh  and  the  redtor  of  Snodland,  the  oppofite 
parifh  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Medway,  concerning 
the  tithe  of  fifh,  caught  within  the  bounds  of  this  pa- 
rifh  by  the  parifhioners  of  the  latter,  it  was  fubmitted 
to  the  final  decree  of  John,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  who 
by  his  inftrument,  anno  1402,  decreed  that  for  the  fu- 
ture the  parifhioners  of  Snodland,  being  inhabitants  of 
it  at  any  time  going  out  from  thence  to  fifh,  with  their 
boats,  nets,  and  other  inftruments  necelfary  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  might,  either  by  themfelves  or  by  others,  draw 
their  nets,  and  take  fifh  beyond  the  ftream  of  the  main 
river  to  the  fhore  of  the  water  fituated  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  this  parifh  ; that  one  moiety  of  the 
tithe  of  the  fifh  fo  caught  fhould  belong  to  the  redtor 

0 See  the  confirmations  of  this  gift  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  480, 
481,  486. 
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of  Snodland  for  the  time  being,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  the  redtor  of  Woldham,  to  be  paid  to  them  by  the 
fifhers,  without  any  diminution  whatfoever.p 

The  church  of  Woldham  is  a difeharged  living  in 
the  king’s  books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value 
of^ol.  the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are  il.  8s.  yid. 
This  redory,  in  1716,  was  augmented  by  queen 
Anne’s  bounty,  the  fum  of  200I.  having  been  con- 
tributed to  it  by  different  perfons.  In  1708,  here 
were  fixty- five  communicants.  The  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter  is  patron  of  this  redory. 


CHURCH  OF  WOLDHAM. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefented, 


Bi/hop  of  Rochefer, 


RECTORS, 

Robert  EJlre,  inftituted  anno  20 
Edward  I.q 

John  Brokholls,  in  1402/ 

Francis  Cacot,  A.  M.  1630. 

Ifaac  Gojlin,  refigned  1689.' 
Thomas  Stapeley , obt.  0£t.  30, 
1689.1 

, Alne,  refigned  1690. 

William  Ward , obt.  June  1722. 
Abraham  Birch , 1728. 

Anthony  Dennis , B.  A.  inftituted 
Feb.  14,  1728,  obt.  June  24, 

>775* 

Peter  Rajhleigh , A.  M.  1775’  re~ 
figned  1 788.“ 

John  Leach , A.  M.  1788,  obt. 
June  16,  1791."’ 

Samuel  Browne,  A.M.  ind.  1 79 1 . 
Prefent  reftor. 


P Reg.  RofF.  p.  605,  609.  Steven’s 
Monaft.  vol.  i.  p.  455.  Eft.  Thef.  p. 
386. 

q He  was  king’s  chaplain,  and  be- 
fore reftor  of  Henley  upon  Thames, 
which  he  refigned.  See  Prynne’s  Rec, 
p.  481. 

* Reg.  Roff.  p.  605. 


* He  refuted  taking  the  oaths  to 
king  William  and  queen  Mary. 

t Alfo  vicar  of  Burham. 

0 In  1781,  a difpenfation  pafled  for 
his  holding  this  reftory  with  Barking 
vicarage,  in  Eflex,  with  which  he  now 
holds  the  reftory  of  Souihfleet. 

* And  vicar  of  Hailing. 
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BURHAM 

LIES  the  next  parifh  fouthward  from  Woldham, 
on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Medway.  It  is  written  in 
Domeiday,  Boreham,  and  in  antient  grants,  Burgbam. 

This  parish  is  in  fituation  much  the  fame  as  that 
of  Woldham,  laft  defcribed,  ftretching  itfelf  along 
the  eaftern  bank  of  the  river  Medway,  whence,  from 
the  low  land,  the  hills  rife  eaftward  to  a great  height, 
the  foil  of  which  is  very  poor,  being  moftly  chalk,’ 
and  covered  with  flints ; great  part  of  them  are  open 
and  uninclofed  paftures,  much  covered  with  low  fcrub- 
by  bufhes,  heath,  and  furze,  being  ufually  called  Bur- 
ham downs.  The  Court  lodge,  with  the  church,  at 
fome  little  diftance  from  it,  Bands  clofe  to  the  river, 
a low,  but  rather  a more  healthy  fituation  than  Wold- 
ham, owing  to  the  marfhes  being  fewer  and  lefs  of- 
fenfive  than  thofe  lower  down  on  the  river ; about 
a mile  diftant  from  the  church  northward  is  the  ham- 
let of  Scaborough,  equally  near  the  river;  and  at  the 
fouthern  boundary  of  the  parilh,  but  on  higher  ground 
and  at  farther  diftance  from  it,  on  the  road  called  the 
Lower  road,  leading  from  Rochefter  to  Aylesford,  the 
two  hamlets  of  Great  and  Little  Culing,  near  the  for- 
mer of  which  there  are  feveral  pits  of  potters  clay. 

There  was  formerly  in  this  parifh,  at  a place  called 
Haly-garden,  a Ipring  highly  reverenced  by  the  com- 
mon people  for  the  virtues  and  fan&ity  which  they 
attributed  to  it,  to  which  they  made  pilgrimages  from 
all  the  neighbouring  parts. x In  the  17th  year  of  king 
Richard  II.  the  Friars  Carmelites  of  the  adjoining  pa- 
rifh of  Aylesford  obtained  the  king’s  letters  patent, 
granting  this  fpring,  and  the  land  in  which  it  was,  to 
them,  for  the  making  of  an  aqueduct  for  the  ufe  of 
their  houfe. 

x Philipott,  p.  92.  Tan.  Not.  Mon.  p.  223. 

The 
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The  liberty  of  the  corporation  of  Maidftone  ex- 
tends itfelf  on  the  river  as  far  as  a piece  of  land  called 
Hawkefwood,  in  this  parifh. y 

This  parifh  was  antiently  bound  to  contribute  to- 
wards the  repair  of  the  fourth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

This  place,  before  the  conqueft,  was  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  earl  Leofwine,  who,  as  well  as  his  brother, 
king  Harold,  loft  their  lives  at  the  fatal  battle  of 
Haftings.  After  which,  William  the  Conqueror  gave 
it  to  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  his  half  brother,  under 
the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in 
the  l'urvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about  the  year  1080. 

The  fame  Ralf  f de  Curbefpine)  holds  of  the  bifhop  f of 
Baieux ) Boreham.  It  was  taxed  at  fix  filings.  The  ara- 
ble land  is  eight  carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  two , and 
15  villeins , with  20  borderers , having  fix  carucates. 
Ihere  is  a church , and  [even  fervantsy  and  one  mill  of  fix 
JhillingSy  and  10  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  for  the  pannage 

of  20  hogs In  the  time  of  king  Edivard  the  Con - 

fefjbr  it  was  worth  ten  poundSy  and  when  he  received  it 
as  much , now  1 2 pounds.  The  bifhop  of  Rochefer  has  the 
boufes  of  this  manor , and  they  are  worth  feven  Jhillings. 
Earl  Leuuin  held  this  manor. 

Ralph  de  Curva  Spina,  or  Crookthorne,  as  his  name 
was  englifhed,  refided  at  Comfordpark,  in  the  neigh- 
bouring parifh  of  Birling,  which  manor  he  likewife 
poffefled;  he  bore  for  his  arms,  in  imitation  of  Simon 
de  Abrinces,  or  Averenches,  of  whom,  as  his  chief 
lord,  he  held  feveral  eftates,  Azure , five  chevrons  or, 
a label  of  five  points  gules. x His  delcendants  continued 
owners  ofBurham  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II. 
when  they  were  fucceeded  by  the  family  of  Magmi- 
not;  one  of  whom,  Walkeline  de  Magminot,  dying 
without  ilTue,  his  filler  Alice  carried  this  and  other 
large  pofleffions  in  this  county  to  her  hufband,  Geof- 

y Kilburne’s  Surveys,  p.  361.  Lambard’s  Peramb.  p.  421. 

* Camden’s  Remains,  p.  112.  Philipott,  p.  80. 
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fry  de  Say  ; and  his  defcendant,  Geoffry  de  Say,  in 
the  8th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  obtained  a view  of 
frank  pledge  and  other  liberties  within  all  his  demefne 
lands  of  this  manor;  and  having  been  frequently  fum- 
moned  to  parliament  among  the  peers  of  this  realm, 
he  died  in  the  33d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  holding 
this  manor  in  capite , and  by  the  fervice  of  repairing  a 
pare  of  Rochefter  bridge  and  a certain  houl'e  in  Dover 
caftle. 

After  which  this  manor  palled  in  like  manner  as 
Cowdham,  already  del'cribed  in  the  former  part  of 
this  Hiftory,  by  a female  coheir  of  this  name  into  the 
family  of  Fienes,  afterwards  lords  Dacre ; and  then 
again  afterwards  by  another  coheir  of  Fienes,  Mar- 
garet, in  marriage,  to  Sampfon  Lennard,  efq.  of  Che- 
vening  ;a  whole  fon  and  heir,  Henry  Lennard,  in  his 
mother’s  right,  lord  Dacre  afterwards,  fuffered  a com- 
mon recovery  of  this  manor,  and  died  in  the  14th 
year  of  king  James  I.  leaving  three  fons  and  four 
daughters.  Of  the  former,  Richard,  the  eldeft  luc- 
ceeded  him  as  lord  Dacre  ; Edward  died  young  ; and 
Fynes,  the  third  fon,  had  this  manor  given  to  him  by 
his  father’s  will.  He  left  a fon,  Robert,  who  in  king 
Charles  I.’s  reign  alienated  this  manor  of  Burham  to 
Francis  Barnham,  efq.  of  Flollingborne,  and  Mr. John 
Maplefden,  gent,  and  they  accordingly,  as  truftees,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  alienated  it  to  Sir  John  Banks, 
bart.  on  whofe  death,  in  1699,  without  male  ilfue, 
Elizabeth  his  daughter  and  coheir,  then  married  to 
the  Hon.  Heneage  Finch,  fecond  fon  of  Heneage 
earl  of  Nottingham,  entitled  her  hufband  to  it.  He 
was  afterwards  created  baron  of  Guernfey,  and  on  the 
acceffion  of  king  George  I.  earl  of  Aylesford  ; fince 
which  it  has  defeended  to  his  great  grandfon,  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Heneage  earl  of  Aylesford,  who  is  the  pre- 
fent  proprietor  of  it.b  . 

1 See  Cowdham,  vol.  ii.  p.  61 ; Chevening,  vol.  iii.  p.  109. 

b See  Aylesford. 

There 
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I here  is  a court  leet  and  a court  baron  held  for 
this  manor. 

CHARITIES. 

A person  unknown  gave  land,  one  half  of  the  produce  of 
which  to  be  yearly  expended  in  the  repairs  of  the  church  ; the 
other  half  on  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  yearly,  vefted  in  the 
churchwardens  and  overleers,  and  now  of  the  ann.  produce  of  7I. 

Mr.  Boghurst  gave  the  yearly  lum  of  il.  to  be  diftributed  to 
tne  poor  yearly  on  Chriftmas  day,  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overfeers,  chargable  on  land,  vefted  in  John  Woolfey,  and  now 
of  that  annual  product. 

Burham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction ol  the  dioceje  and  deanry  of  Rochefter. 

The  church,  which  is  ffnall,  having  a large  tower 
at  the  weft  end  of  it,  is  dedicated  to  the  Blefled  Vir- 
gin Mary,  and  ftands  near  the  banks  of  the  Medway. 

I here  is  fome  good  painted  glafs  in  the  windows  of  it. 

The  church  of  Burham  was  antiently  part  of  the 
pofleffions  of  the  Knights  Hofpitallers  of  St.  John  of 
Jerufalem  in  England. 

Pope  Boniface  VIII.  who  became  pope  in  the  year 
1295,  aiino  24  Edward  I.  appropriated  this  church, 
the  patronage  of  which  belonged  to  the  Knights  Hof- 
pitallers, to  that  order,  at  the  fame  time  referving  a 
competent  portion  for  a perpetual  vicar  in  it;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  Thomas  de  Wuldham,  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  with  the  confent  of  William  de  Tothale, 
prior,  and  the  brethren  of  that  hofpital,  in  1302, 
made  and  ordained  a perpetual  vicarage  in  this  church, 
decreeing,  that  it  fhould  confift  in  the  portions  and 
profits  therein  mentioned  ; accordingly,  he  affigned 
to  this  vicarage,  and  the  vicar  ferving  in  it,  all  (mall 
tithes,  viz.  of  lambs,  calves,  pigs,  geefe,  wool,  milk, 
cheefe,  eggs,  hay,  flax,  hemp,  gardens,  apples,  and 
other  fruit  growing  in  gardens,  and  of  land  dug  with 
the  foot,  and  alfo  all  oblations  and  obventions  of  the 
altarage  whatfoever,  howfoever,  whencefoever,  and 
howoftemoever  arifing,  together  with  eighteen  acres 
ot  arable  land,  called  Fogherelefland,  and  eleven  acres 

of 
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of  arable  land,  called  Benecroft  and  Stonhelle,  two 
acres  of  msado.v,  oi  winch  one  lay  between  Hake- 
wode  and  Burham-court,  called  Ocacre,  and  the  other 
in  a place  called  Landmsdediche ; and  he  decreed, 
that  the  vicars  ftiould  have  thofe  lands  and  meadows 
free  from  all  tenths  and  every  other  fervice,  in  like 
manner  as  the  re&ors  of  this  church  held  them  free, 
before  the  faid  appropriation;  and  helikewife  afligned 
to  the  vicarage  and  vicars,  the  tithes  of  fheaves  anfino- 
from  a certain  tenement,  called  Totyntonefyok,  of 
the  fee  of  Burgham,  and  two  quarteis  of  wheat,  to 
be  paid  yearly  to  the  faid  vicars,  on  the  feaft  of  St. 
Michael,  from  the  barns  of  this  re&ory;  and  alfo 
land  and  a houfe  fufficient  and  decent,  which  Ihould 
be  built  on  the  foil  of  this  church,  at  the  expence  of 
the  faid  prior  and  brethren  ; and  he  ordained  and  de- 
creed, that  the  vicars,  for  the  time  being  (hould,  at 
their  peril,  keep  and  preferve  all  the  veftments  and 
ornaments  of  the  altar  of  the  church,  and  all  the 
books,  which,  if  they  Ihould  be  at  any  time  loft,  burnt 
or  fpoiled  cafually  or  negligently,  ftiould  be  made 
good  at  the  vicar’s  expence,  and  the  lights  round  the 
great  altar,  fo  far  as  belonged  to  the  reeftor;  and  that 
they  Ihould  find  and  provide  bread,  wine,  and  other 
neceftaries,  for  the  celebration  of  divine  rites,  and 
fhould  pay  the  procurations  to  the  archdeacon,  when 
he  vifited,  and  luftain  all  other  burthens,  ordinary  and 
extraordinary.  But  the  defeats  of  the  body  of  the 
chancel,  as  in  the  pavement,  walls,  and  windows,  in 
glafs  and  iron,  and  the  roof  of  it,  ftiould  be  repaired 
as  often  as  occafion  ftiould  require,  at  the  expence  of 
the  laid  Hofpitallers ; and  if  any  part  of  it  ftiould  fall 
down,  that  they  the  faid  brethren  ftiould  rebuild  it, 
and  fupport  the  fame  for  ever.  And  that  no  doubt 
might  arife  concerning  this  endowment,  the  bilhop 
caufed  a duplicate  to  be  made  of  it,  to  be  left  with 
him,  and  the  other  with  the  prior  and  brethren.  This 
decree  was  exhibited  as  the  endowment  of  the  vicar- 
age' 
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age  of  Burgham,  by  John  Bryddefdale,  vicar  of  the 
fame,  at  the  vifitation  of  the  biffiop  of  Rochefter,  in 
the  cathedral  church  of  Rochefter,  in  the  2 id  year  of 
king  Richard  II. c 

Leonard  de  Tibert,  prior  general  of  the  hofpital  of 
St.  John  of  Jerufalem  in  England,  in  the  7th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  with  the  content  of  his  chapter, 
granted  the  appropriation  of  this  church,  with  all  its 
appurtenances,  excepting  the  advowfon  and  prefenta- 
tion  of  the  vicarage,  and  all  the  lands  and  tenements 
belonging  to  the  hofpital  in  this  parifh.  to  Nicholas  de 
Hales,  prior  of  the  church  of  Clerkenweil,  in  London, 
to  hold  freely  for  ever. 

There  was  an  inquifition  taken  in  1445,  that  the 
prior  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  was  the  right  patron  of 
it,  to  whom  the  church  was  faid  to  be  appropriated ; 
and  that  the  vicar  was  endowed  in  certain  arable  lands, 
meadows,  and  paftures,  in  the  tithes  of  the  yoke  of 
Totyngton,  in  two  quarters  of  wheat  from  the  re<5tory 
of  this  church,  and  alfo  in  the  tithes  of  wool,  hay,  lambs, 
cows,  calves,  geefe,  pigs,  eggs,  fruits,  wood,  and  in 
other  fmall  tithes,  alfo  in  oblations  and  altarages,  which 
amounted  to  the  value  of  twelve  marcs ; and  that  the 
vicar  was  bound  from  thence  to  fupport  the  burthens 
of  bread  and  wine,  and  lights,  viz.  two  proceflional  ta- 
pers, tenths  to  the  king,  when  any  fhould  happen,  epif- 
copal  procurations,  when  he  fhould  vifit,  and  archidia- 
conal  vifitations  yearly,  the  expences  of  the  pro&ors  of 
the  clergy,  and  other  contributions,  according  to  the 
taxation  of  twenty  marcs  made  of  the  faid  church,  and 
that  he  fhould  take  on  him  the  office  of  dean,  when- 
ever it  fhould  happen  to  him  j and  that  thus  the  por- 
tion of  the  vicar,  thefe  burthens  being  borne  by  him, 
would  be  worth,  coib.  annis>  by  eftimation,  eight  marcs 
yearly;  and  further,  that  ten  pounds  would  not  be 
enough  for  the  fufficient  repair  of  the  buildings  of  the 

c Reg.  Roff.  p.  196,  197,  199. 
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vicarage,  which  were  every  where  ruinous,  excepting 
one  chamber ; and  chat  the  vicarage  was  (minted  in  a 
lonely  place,  and  remote  from  neighbours,  by  reafon 
of  which  no  vicar  without  a family  could  inhabit  it 
alone  with  fafety;  and  that  the  vicar  then  prefented 
was  a prieft  of  good  fame,  of  fufficientage,  and  honeft 
conversion,  as  more  fully  appeared  in  the  inquifition. 

Thomas  Dowcra,  prior  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John, 
and  the  brethren  of  it,  in  the  i ft  year  of  Henry  VIII 
let  to  ferm  to  Richard  Ware,  of  Burgham,  yeoman', 
their  reftory  of  Burgham,  with  the  manfion,  elebe 
lands,  and  all  tithes,  profits,  and  commodities  belono-- 
mg  to  it,  excepting  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  the 
church,  to  hold  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  1 3I.  os.  8d.  he  and  his  afiigns  delivering  to  the  vicar 
of  Burgnam  two  quarters  of  wheat  yearly,  and  {im- 
porting all  the  burthens,  ordinary  and  extraordinary, 
and  all  reparations  whatioever  of  the  re&ory,  with  its 
appurtenances,  excepting  thofe  of  the  chancel ; and  a 
like  leale  was  granted  of  it  by  the  crown,  in  1567,  to 
Dr.  Caefar,  with  the  fame  payment  to  the  vicar  year- 
ly. T his  recftory  and  advowfon  remainded  part  of  the 
pofTefiions  of  the  hofpital  at  the  time  of  its  difiblution, 
in  the  3*d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  this  order  bein^ 
then  fupprefied  by  an  ad  pafied  fpecially  for  that  Pur^ 
pofe,  by  which  all  their  lands,  revenues,  &c.  were 
given  up  to  the  king’s  ufe. 

The  vicarage  is  a difcharged  living  in  the  king’* 
books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  46I.  the 
yearly  tenths  being  1 6s.  In  1708,  here  were  ninety- 
eight  communicants. 

. i6o6,  the  patronage  of  this  vicarage  was  in  the 

king  and  lord  Buckhurfl  by  turns  ; and  about  1630,  it 
was  in  the  king  and  lord  Abergavenny  by  turns.6  In 
1760,  it  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Franklyn  ; foon  after 
which  it  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  George  Gordon,  of 

d Augmentation  office,  Kent  Roll  5,  No.  22. 

6 E&.  Thef.  p.  385.  MSS.  Twyfden. 
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Rochefter,  wine  merchant,  whofe  heirs  fold  it  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jofeph  Milner,  of  Prefton-hall,  in  Ayles- 
ford,  who  died  in  1784,  and  his  widow  is  now  entitled 
to  it. 

CHURCH  OF  BURHAM. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefented. 

Prior  and  Brethren  of  St.  John's 
hofhital 


f irs.  Sarah  Milner. 


VICARS. 

) William  Bryddefale,  1398/ 

J Richard  Lynjlere,  removed  in 
1 444. 8 

Robert  Frodejham,  1445.1' 

Martin  Hoggard,  clerk,  Ap.  27, 

* S53*s  t 

Thomas  Harry,  about  i630.k 
Thomas  Fidge,  about  1644. 
Thomas  Stapeley,  A.  M.  1685, 
ob.  Oft.  30,  1689.1 
Thomas  Fidge , obt.  Septem.  20, 
I 700.™ 

Pickering , 1715,  1 724. 

Richard  Collins , A.B.  obt.  Dec. 
1737." 

Peter  Innis , A.  M.  1 740,  obt. 
1769.0 

Jofeph  Butler  Milner , S.  T.  P. 

Ap.  1769,  obt.  July,  1 784.p 
Robert  ParfouSy  1784.  Prefent 
reftor. 


f Reg.  Roff  p.  197. 
g Ibid.  p.  199.  b Ibid, 
i He  had  the  queen’s  letters  of  pre- 
fentation  to  it.  Rym,  Feed.  vol.  xv. 

P-  344-  _ „ 

k MSS.  Twyfden. 

1 Alfo  reftor  of  Woldham,  where 
he  lies  buried. 


® He  lies  buried  in  the  church 
yard  of  Rochefter  cathedral,  of  which 
church  he  was  a minor  canon. 
n And  reftor  of  Ci  ay  ford. 

0 Alfo  reftor  of  Kingllon,  in  Kent. 
P Patron  of  this  church,  and  reftor 
of  Ditton.  See  Prefton  hall,  in  Aylef- 
ford. 


AYLESFORD. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Burham  lies  Aylesford,  a 
name  varioufly  written  by  our  antient  hiftorians.  The 
Saxon  Chronicle,  fuppofed  to  be  written  about  the 
time  of  Bede,  names  it  ; 'Mgelesford  j Nennius,  the  Bri- 
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‘'iftorian’  Whoflouriflied  about  the  year  620,  fays, 

, e " a“'’s  calle,:  « Epnford,  and  the  Britons,  la- 
thmegabad from  the  overthrow  of  the  Saxons  here: 
Aflenus,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  king  Alfred  calls 
it  fkWhret,  as  does  the  Saxon  hiftorial^feW. 
in  the  record  of  Domefday  it  is  written,  Elesford,  by 
^™rs>  At‘lesford,  and  now,  moll  commonly! 

Thf  parish  of  Aylesford  is  pleafantly  fituated, 

t0*  thry  T rm‘  eS/Tm  London-  ll  is  far  more 
healthy  than  thole  laft  defcnbed.  The  river  Med- 
way, which  flows  through  it  north -weft ward,  having 
in  its  courle  upward,  from  Woldham  and  Burham 
become  a pellucid  ftrearn  of  frefh  water,  the  tide  be- 
coming weak,  and  having  loft  its  faltnefs,  from  the 
fupenor  force  of  thofe  from  above  ; of  courfe,  inftead 
of  the  noifome  fmells,  arifing  from  the  fait  marfhes, 
on  each  fide  of  it  lower  down,  when  left  by  the  tide,’ 
the  river  here  is  encompafled  with  a range  ofpleafant 
fertile  meadows,  greatly  conducing  both  to  health 
and  profit.  The  foil  in  this  parifh,  from  its  fize  and 
extent,  muft  be  various.  About  the  village,  and  on 
the  fouthern  fide  of  the  river,  it  is  a loam,  fpread 
over  the  quarry  ftone  ; to  the  northward  it  is  an  un- 
fertile chalk,  and  to  the  eaftward  a deep  fand. 

The  village  of  Aylesford  is  fituated  on  the 
northern  bank  of  the  Medway;  at  the  back  of  it  the 
ground  riles  fuddenly  very  high,  infomuch  that  the 
church  and  yard  of  it,  dole  to  which  is  the  vicarage, 
ftands  higher  even  than  the  tops  of  the  chimnies  of 
the  houfes  below  it.  About  a quarter  of  a mile  weft- 
ward,  clofe  to  the  river,  is  the  priory  or  friery,  as  it  is 
now  called,  great  part  of  which  remains  entire,  as  be- 
fore its  diflolution,  being  converted  into  the  different 
apartments  of  the  manfion  and  the  offices  belonging 
to  it ; the  adjoining  grounds  were  formerly  imparked, 
and  much  of  the  paling  is  ftill  vifible,  though  they 
have  been  difparked  fome  years  ago,  made  arable,  and 
vol,  iv.  E e fejWated 
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feparated  in  different  inclofures.  At  a fmall  diftanoe 
from  hence  northward  is  the  manor  houfe  of  Totdng- 
ton,  the  moat  round  which  is  ftill  vifible  ; from 
hence  the  ground  riles  up  to  the  high  chalk  hill,  on 
the  eminence  of  which  is  the  noted  monument,  called 
Kit’s  Coty  houfe;  and  about  a mile  eaftward  the 
houfe  of  Cofenton,  which,  though  now  only  ufed 
as  a farm  houfe,  is  large,  and  has  many  apparent  re- 
mains of  its  former  date  about  it.  In  the  grounds 
belonging  to  it, about  two  miles  north-weftward  from 
the  houfe,  in  a deep  chalky  loofe  foil,  which  is  co- 
vered with  coppice  wood,  there  ilfue  feveral  fprings 
of  dear  water,  which  change  the  flints,  pebbles,  and 
other  ft  ones,  as  well  as  the  feveral  pieces  of  wood 
which  lie  in  them,  to  the  moft  beautiful  carmine  hue , 
which  grow  ftronger  after  they  are  taken  our  and  be- 
come dry.  The  water  is  very  chilly,  has  a rough 
tafte,  and  has  no  ebalybeat  qualities  belonging  to  it. 

From  the  village  weftward  the  road  leads  near  the 
bank  of  the  river,  by  Friers  Coptry,  and  the  ftream, 
which  riles  atBoxley,runs  into  the  river  here, on  which 
there  is  a paper  mill;  here  the  foil  begins  to  be  a 
deep  land,  which  continues  lip  to  the  turnpike  road 
at  Sandling,  leading  from  Rochefter  to  Maidftone. 

From  the  village  of  Aylesford  to  that  part  of  the 
parifh  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Medway,  there  is  a 
handfome  (tone  bridge  of  fix  arches,  built  many  years 
ago,  and  now  fupported  by  the  . public  charge  of  the 
county  ; from  hence  the  grounds  rile  with  a gentle 
afeent,  beautifully  picfturelque,  furrounding  the  feat 
of  Prefton  hall,  laid  out  fo  as  to  refemble  a park  well 
cloat bed  at  intervals  with  {lately  elmsand  other  different 
plantations,  through  which  the  road  leads,  having  a 
lunk  fence  on  each  fide,  at  a proper  diftance  from  the 
houfe,  which  is  of  white  ftucco,  having  an  elegant  ap- 
pearance, and  making  a beautiful  contrail  to  the  verdure 
oi  the  adjoining  lawns,  up  to  the  high  turnpike  road 
from  London,  through  Wrotham,  to  Maidftone;  on 

the 
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the  oppofite  fide  this  road  the  parifh  ftretches  itfelf 
more  than  two  miles  fouthward,  over  a deeper  foil, 
through  a continued  range  of  coppice  woods j in  the 
further  part  of  which  is  the  antient  chapel  of  Lon^- 
lole  now  called  the  hermitage,  beyond  which  it  ex- 
tends, and  takes  within  its  bounds  a fmall  part  of  the 
northern  fide  of  Banning  heath. 

About  a quarter  of  a mile  weftward  from  Prefton- 
hall>  lower  down,  clofe  on  the  bank  of  the  river  lies 
the  hamlet  of  Milhale,  which  place  is  within  the’civil 
jurifdidion  of  the  corporation  of  Maidftone.q 

There  is  a fair  held  in  the  village  of  Aylesford  on 
June  29. 

Aylesford  is  noted  in  antient  hiftory  for  the  bat- 
tle fought  at  it  between  the  Britons  and  the  Saxons, 
in  the  year  455,  which  was  about  five  years  after  the 
firfi:  landing  of  the  latter  in  Britain. 

Vortimer,  the  Britilh  king,  having  aflembled  his 
forces,  in  order  to  give  battle  to  the  Saxons,  firfi;  en- 
countered them  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Darent,  in 
this  county.  In  this  conflid,  it  is  mod  probable, ’the 
Saxons  were  worfted,  as  they  retreated  from  their 
enemy,  who  followed  them  to  Aylesford,  where  they 
had  paired  the  river  Medway,  on  the  eaftern  fide 
of  which  a bloody  battle  was  fought  between  them/ 
the  fuccefs  of  which  remained  for  fome  time  equal, 
tho’  at  laft  it  appears  that  victory  fell  to  the  fide  of 
the  Britons.1 

In  this  lharp  conflict,  Horfa,  brother  to  Hcngift, 
the  Saxon  general,  and  Catigern,  brother  to  king 
Vortimer,  fighting  hand  to  hand,  were  both  killed  on 
the  fpot.  The  former  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  buried 
a little  more  than  three  miles  northward  from  Aylesford, 
at  the  place  which,  from  this  circumftance,  acquired 

q See  Maidftone.  . Kilbume’s  Surveys,  p.  17. 

T Chron.  Sax.  ad.  an.  4517.  Nennius,  cap.  46.  Aflerii  Ann, 

’ Math.  Weflm.  eo  an.  Hen.  Huntingdon.  Camden,  p.  230. 
Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  446. 
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the  name  of  Horded,  i.  e.  the  place  of  Horfa ; in  the 
fields,  near  which  there  are  numbers  of  large  (tones 
dilperfed  over  the  lands,  fome  (landing  upright,  and 
others  thrown  down  by  time,  which  might  perhaps 
have  been  placed  at  firft  as  memorials  of  thofe  who 
were  ilain  on  the  tide  of  the  Saxons  in  this  memorable 
rencounter,  and  buried  there.  Catigern  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  buried  (till  nearer  the  field  of  battle,  on 
an  eminence,  about  a mile  northward  from  the 
village  of  Aylesford,  and  about  a quarter  of  a mile  weft- 
ward  from  the  high  road,  leading  from  Rochefter  to 
Maidftone.  The  field  in  which  it  (lands  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  demefnes  of  Tottington,  but  the  late 
Mr.  Bed:  purchafed  it  fome  years  ago  of  Mr.  T.  Golding, 
where  that  rude  monument,  fomewhat  in  the  manner 
of  Stone  Henge,  though  in  miniature,  (till  remains, 
called  Kit’s  Coty  fiouie,  and  more  vulgarly  the  Kit’s 
Cot  houie;  which,  as  fome  interpret  it,  is  Catigcrn’s 
houfe.  ' 

lfK  Kit’sCoty  house  is  compofed  of  fourlarge (tones, 

I ' .which  lecm  to  be  of  the  pebble  kind,  two  of  them  are 

t (et  in  the  ground,  partly  upright,  forming  two  fides, 
'ii  It  CeW-.  and  a third  (lands  in  the  middle  between  them;  the 
fourth,  which  is  the  larged,  is  laid  tranfverfly  over, 
and  (erves  as  a covering.  It  fronts  the  north  eaft,  or 
• /);,*. j,  father  north  eaft  by  eaft.  Some  have  imagined  thefe 
(tones  were  brought  from  the  quarry  on  the  other  fide 
the  Medway,  at  fix  miles  diftance;  but  there  could 
be  no  occafion  for  this  trouble,  when  there  were  quar- 
ries both  at  Sandling  and  Allington,  within  two  miles 
of  this  Ipot.  Some  have  fuppofed  them  to  be  produc- 
/'•*?  tions  of  neither,  but  rather  to  be  of  thofe  large  peb- 
bles with  which  this  part  of  this  country  abounds. 
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1 he  dimenfions  of  thefe  (tones  are  nearly  as  follow; 
that  on  the  fouth  fide  is  near  eight  Ret  high,  and 
about  feven  and  a half  broad,  and  two  thick;  its 
weight  is  conjedtured  to  be  about  eight  tons.  That 


on  the  north  is  near  (even  feet  in  height,  and  rather 
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more  in  breadth,  and  about  two  thick;  its  weight  is 
conjectured  to  be  about  eight  tons  and  a half.  °The 
middle  (tone  between  thei'e  is  very  irregular;  its  me- 
dium is  more  than  five  feet  in  length,  as  well  as 
breadth,  and  in  thicknefs  fourteen  inches,  weighing 
about  two  tons.  The  tranfverfe,  or  impoft,  is  a very 
irregular  hexagon;  its  greated  breadth,  from  north 
to  fouth  is  more  than  eleven  feet,  and  from  ead  to 
weft:  near  eight  feet,  and  thicknefs  two  feet,  and  its 
weight  about  ten  tons  and  feven  hundreds.  None  of 
thefe  dones  have  the  lead  mark  of  the  chifel  or  any 
workmanfhip  on  them.  There  is  a print  of  this  mo- 
nument, with  a differtation  on  it,  by  Mr.  Colebroo::e, 
publilhed  in  the  Archteologia  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries, vol.  ii.  page  107  ; and  another  by  Mr.  Grofe, 
in  his  Antiquities,  vol.  ii.  About  feventy  yards  dif- 
tance,  towards  the  north  weft:,  there  lies  another  done 
of  the  fame  kind  and  form  as  thofe  now  danding. 

At  the  didance  of  two  fields  fouthward  from  Kit’s 
Coty  houfe,  in  the  bottom  nearer  to  Aylesford,  is  a 
heap  of  the  like  kind  of  dones,  fome  of  which  are 
partly  upright,  and  others  lying  in  a circle  round 
them,  in  all  to  the  number  of  nine  or  ten.  Thofe 
that  are  partly  upright,  with  a large  one  lying  acrofs 
over  them,  appear  to  have  once  formed  a like  kind 
of  druCfure  as  that  of  Kit’s  Coty  houfe,  and  to  have 
fronted  towards  the  fame  afpecf ; the  whole  is  no.vv 
intergrown  with  elms  and  other  coppice  (drubs. 

Was  I not  deterred  by  the  iimilarity  of  the  name, 
and  were  there  not  fo  many  refpeClable  opinions  that 
Horded  was  the  place  where  Horfa  the  Saxon  general 
was  buried,  I lhould  be  much  inclined  to  think  that 
Kit’s  Coty  houfe,  and  this  lad  mentioned,  were  the 
monuments  of  the  two  chiefs  who  fell  by  each  other’s 
hand  in  this  engagement;  they  were  undoubtedly 
• built  for  the  fame  purpofes,  but  like  many  others  of 
the  fame  appearance,  in  different  parts  of  England, 
are  of  fuch  high  antiquity  as  to  be  fpoken  of  by  our 
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earlieft  hiftorians  as  of  things  beyond  tradition,  the 
ufe  of  which  could  be  even  in  their  time  but  barely 
conjectured. 

This  monument  of  antiquity  is  reported  to  have 
been  demolifhed  by  forne  perfons  digging  a trench 
underneath  it,  in  expectation  of  finding  either  treafure 
or  remains  of  antiquity,  and  the  trench  being  left 
open,  an  elm  tree  grew  up  in  it,  and  by  degrees  raifed 
the  (tones,  and  threw  them  to  the  ground.  Some 
years  ago  there  was  found  in  this  field  a fpur  of  tvery 
antique  form,  with  a remarkable  long  fprig  and  large 
rowel,  and  the  handle  and  final!  part  of  the  blade  of 
a very  antient  fword. 

About  the  year,  1016,  king  Edmund  Ironfide,  ha- 
ving gained  a great  victory  over  the  Danes  at  Otford, 
in  this  county,  purfued  them  with  great  {laughter  as 
far  as  Aylesford,-  and  had  he  not  defifted  at  this  paf- 
fage  over  the  Medway,  by  the  treacherous  advice  of 
his  fon  in  law,  Edric,  he  would  in  all  likelihood  that 
day  have  entirely  demolifhed  the  whoie  Danifh  army.1 

Dr.  Plottu  was  much  inclined  to  think  that  Aylef- 
ford  was  the  Roman  ftation  called  Vagniaca , but  in 
this  he  has  not  been  followed  by  any  one  elfe  that  I 
have  feen. 

The  manor  of  Aylesford  was  part  of  the  antient 
demefnes  of  the  crown  of  England.  Thefe  demefnes 
were  afterwards  granted  out  to  different  perfons,  from 
time  to  time,  who  were  faid  to  hold  their  lands  in  an- 
tient demefne , and  thofe  only  were  accounted  fo,  which 
were  adually  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  in  the  time 
of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor  or  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  are  mentioned  as  fuch  in  the  furvey  of 
Domefday. 

This  tenure  in  antient  demefne  was  a tenure  in  fo- 
cage,  the  tenants  of  which,  being  in  a great  meafure 
enfranchifed  by  the  royal  favour,  were  only  bound,  in 
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rcfpea  to  their  lands,  to  perform  fome  of  the  better 
ort  of  villein  fervtees,  but  thofe  determinate  and  cer- 
ta.n;  as  to  plough  the  king's  lands,  to  fupply  his 
court  with  particular  provifioro.and  the  like,  till  which 
are  now  changed  into  pecuniary  rents,  and  in  confi- 
deration  of  this  they  had  many  immunities  and  pri- 
vileges granted  to  them;  as  to  try  the  rioht  of  their 
property  in  a peculiar  court  of  their  own,  not  to  pav 
toll,  or  contribute  to  the  expences  of  knights  of  the 
ihire,  to  be  put  on  juries,  and  the  like. 

That  part  of  the  parifh  which  lies  on  the  north  eaft 
fide  of  the  river  Medway,  in  which  is  the  town  and 
church  of  Aylesford,  is  in  the  manor  of  Avlesford,  and 
is  antient  demefne,  the  jurifdiftion  of  which  extends 
likewife  over  the  borough  of  Rugmerhill,  in  the  pa- 
rifhes  of  Yalding,  Hunton,  and  Horlmonden,  and 
Brenchley. 

In  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about  the  1 5th 
year  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,^  this  place  is  thus  en- 
tered, under  the  title  of  '■Terra  Regis , under  which  the 
king’s  antient  demefne  is  defcribed  throughout  the 
whole  of  it. 


In  the  lath  of  Elesford , in  Laurochesfel  hundred , 
king  William  holds  Elesford.  It  was  taxed  at  one  fi- 
ling. The  arable  land  is  fifteen  earn  cates.  In  demefne 
there  are , three  carucates , and  forty  villeins , with  five 
borderer st  having  five  carucates.  There  are  eight  fer- 
vants,  and  one  mill  of  forty  pence , and  forty -three  acres 
of  meadow.  Wood  for  the -pannage  of  feventy  hogs.  In 
the  whole  it  was  zvorth,  in  the  time  of  king  Edvoard  the 
Confefifor , fifteen  pounds , and  as  much  zvhen  Hamo  the 
Jheriff  received  it ; it  is  noza  zvorth  tzventy  pounds. 

let  it  pays  thirty -one  pounds , and  the  jheriff  has  from 
thence  three  pounds.  Of  this  manor,  Anfgotus , near  Ro- 
chefler , holds  as  much  land  as  is  valued  at  f even  pounds. 

The  bifhop  of  Rochefier  alfo  has , in  exchange  for  the  * 
ground  on  which  the  cqfile  is  fituaied , as  much  of  this  land 
as  is  worth  feventeen  Jhil lings  and  four- pence. 
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In  the  9th  year  of  king  John,  Ofbert  Gipford  held 
this  manor/  after  whofe  death  it  feems  to  have  re- 
verted to  the  crown  ; for  his  fucceflor,  Henry  III.  in 
his  14th  year,  granted  it  to  Sir  Richard  de  Grey,  of 
Codnor,  who  was  the  youngeft  of  the  three  fons  of  Sir 
John  de  Grey,  whofe  anceftors  have  been  already 
fully  treated  of,  as  well  as  the  other  branches  of  this 
family  feated  at  Rotherfield,  Wilton,  Ruthin,  &c.  un- 
der the  defcription  of  Greys,  earls  of  Kent,  in  the  ge- 
neral hiftory  of  this  county.  Sir  Robert  Grev,  the  el- 
deft  fon,  was  of  Rotherfield,  and  Walter,  the  lecond, 
was  archbifhop  of  York.  Sir  Richard  de  Grey,  at 
the  latter  end  of  king  John’s  reign,  and  afterwards, 
when  the  rebellious  barons  had  taken  arms,  had  kept 
firm  to  the  king’s  intereft,  for  which  he  had  many 
grants  and  favors  conferred  on  him,  and  was  made 
conftable  of  Dover-caftle  and  warden  of  the  cinque 
ports.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
he  went  to  the  holy  land,  and  returning  from  thence 
brought  with  him  fome  Carmelites,  and  in  the  25th 
year  of  it,  anno  1 240,  he  founded  a priory  of  that 
order  in  his  manor  here,  and  next  year  another  in 
London. 

King  Edward  I.  in  his  21ft  year,  brought  a writ  of 
right  againft  his  grandfon  Henry  de  Grey,  for  this  ma- 
nor; but  the  jury  gave  their  verdidt  in  his  favor,  as 
they  did  on  a quo  warranto , on  his  claim  of  pleas  of 
withernam,  aftize  of  bread  and  ale,  and  gallows,  within 
this  manor. 

Richard  de  Grey,  of  Codnor,  his  eldeft  fon,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  this  manor,  and  in  the  4th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  obtained  a charter  for  a market  upon  the 
Tuefday  weekly,  and  a fair  yearly  on  the  eve  and  day 
of  the  Afcenfion,  with  free  warren  throughout  all  his 
demefne  lands  within  his  manor  of  Aylesford.  In  the 


' Kilburne’s  Surv.  p.  17.  Lambarde’s  Peramb.  p.  451. 
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9th  year  of  which  reign  he  died,  holding  this  manor 
of  the  king  mcapue  by  the  fervice  of  one  knight's  fee 
John,  Ins  elded  fon,  was  of  Codnor,  and  inherited 
this  manor.  He  behaved  himfelffo  bravely,  and  by 
his  activity  fo  greatly  gained  the  king's  eiieem,  that 
in  the  14th  yeai  of  his  reign,  he  received  at  the  royal 
hands  a hood  of  white  cloth,  embroidered  with  blue 
men  dancing,  buttoned  before  with  great  pearls  and 
being  to  perform  certain  military  exercifes  in  a tourna- 
ment at  Canterbury,  had  his  accoutrements  of  Indian 
filk,  on  which  the  arms  of  Sir  Stephen  de  Colyn^ton 
of  Aylesford,  were  painted,  bellowed  on  him.  Beinr* 
grown  infirm,  he  obtained,  in  recompence  of  his  va- 
lour and  fidelity,  a difpenfation  in  the  45th  year  of  kino- 
Edward  III.  to  exempt  him  from  coming  to  parliament 
and  councils,  and  . from  being  charged  with  fetting 
forth  any  foldiers  in  the  king’s  wars,  or  in  thofe  of  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors. 


His  defendant,  Henry  lord  Grey,  who  much  af- 
fecting the  fludy  of  chemillry,  obtained  the  king’s  li- 
cence in  the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  to  praeftife 
the  tranfmutation  of  metals  by  his  philofophical  fkill, 
died  in  the  1 ith  year  of  king  Henry  VII. z and  was  bu- 
ried with  his  anceflors  in  the  church  of  the  priory 
here.  Leaving  no  lawful  iflue,  though  he  had  two 
natural  fons,  from  the  youngefl  of  whom,  Henry,  the 
Greys  of  Langley,  in  LeicefterPnire,  were  defeended, 
The  manor  and  caftle  of  Codnor  came  to  Elizabeth  his 
aunt  and  heir,  wife  of  Sir  John  Zouche,  a younger  fon 
of  William  lord  Zouch,  of  Harringworth;  and  this 
manor  of  Aylesford  continued  in  the  pofil  fiion  of  his 
widow,  the  lady  Catherine  Grey,  afterwards  remarried 
to  Sir  William  de  la  Pole,  for  her  life;  after  which  it 
devolved  to  Sir  John  Zouche/  who  was  fucceeded  in 
it  by  Thomas  Cornewall,  and  he  pofTefied  it  at  his 


a Inquif.  taken  anno  1512. 

death, 


f Cott.  Rec.  p.  66  r,  708. 
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death,  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  as  appears 
by  the  inquifition  then  taken. 

Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allington,  was  the  next  pro- 
prietor of  it,  whofe  fon.  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt, b being 
attainted  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mary,  forfeited  this 
manor,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to  the  crown ; 
upon  which  the  queen,  by  her  letters  patent,  anno  1 
and  2 Philip  and  Mary,  granted  this  manor,  with  its 
appurtenances,  the  demelne  lands  belonging  to  it  in 
Y aiding,  and  other  premifes  mentioned  in  them,  to 
Sir  Robert  Southwell,  of  Mere  worth,  for  his  good 
fervices  in  fuppreffing  Wyatt’s  infurre&ion,  he  being 
at  that  time  fheriff  of  this  county,  to  hold  to  him,  and 
Margaret  his  wife,  in  tail  fpecial,  remainder  to  the 
heirs  of  his  body,  in  capite , with  a refervation  to  the 
queen  of  the  priory  of  Aylesford,  and  other  lands.' 
On  the  furrender  of  which  grant  two  years  afterwards, 
he  had  another  grant  of  this  manor,  to  hold  to  him 
and  their  heirs,  by  the  like  fervice.  He  in  the  40th 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  alienated  this  manor  to  Ed- 
ward Randolph  and  Richard  Argali,  and  they  both 
joined  in  the  fale  of  it,  in  the  2d  year  of  James  I.  to 
Sir  Thomas  Colepepyr,  of  Prefton-hall,  in  this  parifh, 
on  whofe  death  it  defeended  to  his  eldeft  fon,  William 
Colepepyr,  alias  Culpeper,  efq.  who  was  created  a ba- 
ronet in  1627,  and  in  his  defeendants  it  continued 
down  to  Sir  Thomas  Colepepyr,  bart.  of  Prefton  hall, 
who  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1723,  without  ifliie,  leaving 
Alicia  his  lifter,  then  the  widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Tay- 
lor, bart.  of  Maidftone,  his  heir,  and  (lie  afterwards  re- 
marrying with  John  Milner,  of  Yorkfhire,  M.  D.  fet- 
tled this  manor  on  him  and  his  heirs.  After  which 
this  manor  pafifed  in  like  manner  as  Prefton-hall  in  this 
parifli , as  will  be  more  fully  mentioned  hereafter,  to 
Jofeph  Butler  Milner,  D.  D.  whofe  widow,  Mrs.  Sa- 
rah Milner,  is  the  prelent  poffefibr  of  it. 

6 See  more  of  the  Wyatts,  under  Allington  and  Boxley. 

* Bot.  Efch.  ejus  ann.  pt.  4,  12. 


Thb 


AYLESFORD.  4^ 

The  priory,  now  commonly  called  the  friars , is 
fituated  clofe  to  the  river  Medway,  on  the  north-call 
fide  of  it,  and  at  a very  fmall  diftance  weftward  from 
the  village  of  Aylesford. 

It  was  founded  in  the  25th  year  of  king  Henry  III. 
anno  1240,  by  Richard,  lord  Grey,  ofCodnor,  for 
Friars  Carmelites,  being  the  firft  foundation  of  this 
order  in  England.  Soon  after  which,  the  monalleries 
of  this  order  increafmg  throughout  Europe,  they  held 
the  firft  general  European  chapter  at  this  priory  in  the 
year  1245. 

In  the  nth  year  of  king  Edward  II.  Richard,  lord 
Grey,  of  Codnor,  great -grandfon  of  the  founder, 
granted  to  the  prior,  &c.  of  this  convent,  three  acres 
of  land  to  enlarge  their  manfion,  and  in  the  17th  year 
of  king  Richard  II.  the  king  granted  to  them  a fpring 
of  water,  at  a place  called  Haly-garden , in  the  adjoin- 
ing parifh  of  Burham,  and  the  land  in  which  it  was, 
for  the  making  of  an  aquedudt  for  the  ufe  of  their 
houfe.  In  which  reign  Richard  Maidftone,  S.  T.  P. 
fo  called  from  his  birth  in  that  town,  was  a Carmelite 
friar,  and  wrote  feveral  books.  He  died  in  this  priory 
in  1396,  and  was  buried  in  the  cloifter  of  it.d 

This  priory  was  diffolved  foon  after  the  27  th  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  and  the  poffeffions  of  it  were  fur- 
rendered  up  to  the  king,  who  in  his  33d  year,  granted, 
in  exchange,  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  among  other  pre- 
mifes,  the  fcite  or  houfe  of  the  late  priory  of  the 
White  Friars,  in  Aylesford,  then  diffolved,  and  ail 
houfes,  buildings,  gardens,  and  lands  within  the  fcite 
and  precindl  of  it;  and  other  lands  in  Aylesford  belong- 
ing to  it;  to  hold  by  knight’s  fervice,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  1 os.  3d. 

His  fon,  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  having  railed  a rebel- 
lion againft  queen  Mary,  was  attainted  in  the  i ft  year 
of  her  reign,  by  which  all  his  eftates  became  forfeited 
to  the  crown,  where  this  priory,  and  the  lands  belong- 


« Steven’s  Monaft.  vol.  ii.  p.  167. 
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ingtoit,  remained  tiJl  queen  Elizabeth  granted  them 
to  John  Sedley,  Ton  of  John  Sedley,  efq.  of  Southfleet, 
who  refided  at  the  priory,  and  dying  without  iffue, 
gave  it  to  his  brother  William,  afterwards  knighted,, 
and  anno  9 James  I.  created  a baronet.  He  refided  at 
the  priory,  then  called  theFryars,  and  left  one  fon,  Sir 
John  Sedley,  bart.  of  Aylesford,  who  was  fheriff  in 
the  19th  year  of  king  James  I.  and  had  three  fons, 
fucceffors  to  each  other  in  title  and  eftate,  viz.  Sir 
Henry,  who  died  unmarried  ; Sir  William  Sedley,  who 
married  Jane,  eldeft  daughter  of  John  Savage,  earl 
Rivers,  and  widow  of  George,  lord  Chandois,  by  whom 
he  had  no  illue  ; and  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  a pofthumous 
Ion,  who  became  noted  for  his  wit  and  gallantry  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  II.  who  married  Catherine,  third 
daughter  of  John,  earl  Rivers,  by  whom  he  had  an 
only  daughter,  Catharine,  created  by  king  James  II. 
in  his  firft  year,  Countefs  of  Dorchefter,  and  baronefs 
of  Darlington,  for  life.  She  afterwards  married  Sir 
David  Colyar,  anceftor  of  the  prefent  earl  of  Portmore. 
This  branch  of  the  Sedleys  bore  for  their  arms,  Azure 
a fejs  zvavy  argent , between  thi  ee  goats  heads  erafed  of 
the  fecond , and  quartered  with  it  the  coats  of  Jenkes , 
Grove , and  Darelld 

Sir  William  Sedley,  bart.  of  the  Fryars,  above-men- 
tioned, conveyed  this  eftate  by  fale  in  the  reign  of  kino- 
Charles  I.  to  Sir  Peter  Ricaut,  who  with  Mary  his 
wife,  lie  buried  in  this  church.  They  had  ten  fons, 
the  youngeft  of  whom,  Sir  Paul  Rycaut,  was  a great 
traveller,  not  only  in  Europe,  but  in  Afia  and  Africa, 
and  published  the  flate  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and 
other  books,  and  was  greatly  employed  both  in  Ireland 
and  abroad,  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  II.  James  II. 
and  W illiam  III.  He  died  in  1700,  ast.  72,  and  was 
buried  near  his  father  and  mother,  in  the  fmth  chancel 
of  this  church.  They  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent , a 

e Vifitation  of  the  Comity  of  Kent,  1619.  Philipott,  p.  47. 
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ff  ^nter-embattled,  » » We,  the  bend  of  a till 
of  a tree  raguled  and  trunked,  rouped  at  both  endf proper" 

fMC-  m‘r'  m ‘ j {V  allenated  it  to  Caleb  Banks  db 
of  Maidftone,  and  his  fon,  John,  refided  here,  and  was 
created  a baronet  in  .66,.  He  died  in  ,69m  net.  7f 
and  was  buried  ,n  the  north  chancel  of  this  church’ 
where  a magnificent  monument  was  erefted,  with  his 
and  his  wife  s effigies  in  marble.  He  bore  for  his 
arms,  Sab.e,  on  a crofs,  between  four  flours  de  Its  ar- 
gent, five  pheons  heads  azure.  He  married  Elizabeth 
daughter  ol  Sir  John  Dethick,  of  Norfolk,  by  whom 
he  had  a fon  Caleb,  who  died  f p.  in  ,696,  it  ,7  • 
and  two  iurviving  daughters  and  coheirs,  Elizabeth 
married  to  Hencage  Finch  ; and  Mary,  to  John  Sa- 
ville,  elded  Ion  of  John  Saville,  cfq.  of  Methlcy,  in 

On  the  divifion  of  his  eftates  between  them,  the  for- 
mer entitled  her  hufband,  Heneage  Finch,  to  the  pof- 
leflion  of  the  priory,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it  in 
Aylesford.  3 


He  was  the  fecond  fon  of  Heneage,  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, fometime  lord  chancellor,  and  being  bred  to  the 
law,  acquired  great  reputation  in  that  profdlion,  inlo- 
much,  that  queen  Anne,  in  confideration  of  his  merits 
and  great  abilities,  created  him,  on  March  1 5,  1703, 
Baron  of  the  Hand  of  Guernfey,  in  Southampton,  and 
made  him  of  her  privy  council.  On  the  acceflion  of 
king  George  I.  he  was  on  061.  19,  1714,  created  Earl 
of  Aylesford,  and  conilituted  chancellor  of  the  dutchy 
or  Lancafter,  and  made  a privy  counfellor.  He  died 
in  1719,  and  was  buried  at  Aylesford,  having  had  nine 
children  ; of  whom  Heneage,  earl  of  Aylesford,  the 
eldeft  fon,  married  Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir 
Clement  Fifher,  of  Packington,  in  Warwickfhire,  and 
had  by  her  one  fon,  Heneage,  lord  Guernfey,  and  four 
daughters.  The  earl  died  in  1757,  and  was  fucceeded 


f'See  account  of  him  in  Biog.  Brit.  voi.  v.  p.  350  3. 
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by  his  only  Ton,  Heneage  above-mentioned,  who  be- 
came the  third  earl  of  Aylesford,  who  married  Char- 
lotte, youngeft  daughter  of  Charles,  duke  of  Somerfet, 
and  died  in  1777,  leaving  his  lady  furviving,  and  thir- 
teen children  by  her,  of  whom  the  eldeft  ion,  born  in 
1751,  is  the  prefent  right  hon.  Heneage,  earl  of  Ayles- 
ford, who  fucceeded  him  in  the  inheritance  of  this 
feat,  commonly  called  the  Friars , but  it  is  in  the  pof- 
feftion  of  the  countefs  dowager  of  Aylesford,  who 
makes  it  her  chief  refidence  in  the  country. 

rl  he  earl  of  Aylesford  married  in  1781  Louifa,  el- 
deft  daughter  of  the  late  marquis  of  Bath,  by  whom  he 
has  feveral  fons  and  daughters.  He  bears  for  his 
arms,  Argent , a chevron  between  three  griffins  pdf  ant, 
fable.  For  his  creft,  On  a wreath , a griffin  pafjant, 
fable.  And  for  his  lupporlers,  on  the  dexter  fide,  a 
griffin  fable , gorged  with  a ducal  collar , or  ; and  on  the 
finifter,  a lion  of  the  fecond , due  ally  gorged,  azure.* 

The  greateft  part  of  the  antient  priory  remains  very 
fair,  and  by  far  the  leaft  demolifhed  of  any  conventual 
edifice  in  thefe  parts.  The  great  gate  from  the  road  is 
vet  entire.  It  opens  to  a large  fquare  court,  in  which 
are  leen  all  the  door  ways  to  the  cells.  The  fide  where 
the  high  buttrelles  are  left  on  the  left  hand  within  the 
gate  was  the  great  hall  or  refe&ory,  now  divided  into 
rooms.  The  kitchen  was  likewife  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  fquare,  as  appears  by  the  large  fire  places  in  one 
part  of  it.  The  chapel  was  that  part  of  the  building 
which  ftands  eaft  and  weft ; the  north  fide  of  it  fronts 
the  garden,  as  the  fouth  does  the  river ; the  eaft  win- 
dow of  it  was  where  now  is  the  dining  room  or  gal- 
lery door,  with  the  iron  balcony  facing  the  town.  The 
principal  part  of  this  priory,  as  the  hall,  chapel,  cloif- 
ters,  &c.  were  converted  into  (lately  apartments  by 
Sir  John  Banks,  and  the  cloifters  were  by  him  inclofed 
and  paved  with  white  and  black  marble.  There  is  a 

g CoIUqs’s  Peer,  voh  iv.  edit.  1 768,  p.  340,  et  feq. 
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fair  high  (tone  wall  which  fronts  the  road  and  inclofes 
the  garden,  the  fame  as  when  in  its'antient  (late  The 
large  ponds  at  the  mill  above  belong  to  this  eftate 
and  without  doubt  fupplied  the  religion?  here  with 

1 OTTINGTON,  or  1 OTTENDEN  as  it  is  nlUM  ’ 

the  rolls  of  Aylesford  manor,  lies  about  half  a mile 
north-eaftward  from  the  priory  of  Aylesford.  In  the 
reign  of  Wtlham  the  Conqueror  it  was  part  of  the 
po  fefiions  of  Odo,  the  great  bilhop  of  Baieux,  and 
half  brother  to  the  king ; and  accordingly  it  is  thu= 
entered  under  the  general  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands' 
in  the  furvey  of  Dometday,  taken  about  1080. 

Robert  Latin  holds  to  ferm  of  the  king  font  intune,  of 
the  new  gift  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux . It  was  taxed  at 
half  a fuhng.  The  arable  land  is  one  carucate  and  a half 
In  demejne  there  is  one , and  three  villeins,  zvith  nine 
borderers,  having  half  a sarucate.  There  are  four 
fervants  and  five  acres  of  meadozv.  Wood  for  the  pan- 
nage of  tzvo  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefjor 
it  was  worth  30 findings,  when  he  received  it  20  / killings , 
now  \ofhillings.  Ulnod  held  it  of  king  Edwar'd 

The  fame  Robert  holds  in  Totintnne  to  ferm  of  the  king 
one  yoke,  and  that  is  of  the  new  gift  of  the  bifhop  of 
Baieux,  and  thei  e is  nothing  except,  two  acres  of  meadozv. 
It  is  and  was  worth  feparately  10  fallings.  Godnin  held 
it  of  king  Edward. 

Soon  after  this  the  manor  of  Tottington  was  be- 
come the  property  of  Malgerius  de  Rokdle,  fo  called 
from  his  pofieflions  at  Rokefle,h  in  this  county,  and 
his  fon  Richard  gave  the  whole  .tithe  of  his  land,  in 
Totintune  to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew’s,  in  Rochef- 
ter,  on  condition,  that  he  and  his  wife  and  fon  fliould 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  prayers  of  that  fociety;  in 
whofe  defeendants  this  manor  continued  the  fame  as 
that  of  Rokefle  before  deferibed,  till  at  length  it 
came  into  the  poffefiion  of  Robert  de  Poynings,  who 


See  Rokefley,  vol.  ii.  of  this  Hiflory,  p.  151. 
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died  in  the  25th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  anno  1446, 
pofleffed  likewife  of  the  advowfon  of  the  free  chapei 
of  St.  Stephen  in  it,  founded  by  his  father,  Richard 
de  Poynings,  both  being  held  of  the  king,  as  of  his 
caftle  of  Leeds,  which  was  of  the  barony  of  Creve- 
quer,  by  knight  fer viced  He  gave  it  to  Tho.  Palmer, 
eiq.  of  the  Court  lodge,  in  Snodland,  who  had  mar- 
ried his  only  daughter,  and  was  grandfon  of  Thomas, 
of  Snodland,  who  married  the  daughter  of  Fitz 
Simon. 

FI  is  fon,  John  Palmer,  was  of  Tottington,  and  left 
one  fon,  Thomas,  and  a daughter,  Catheiine,  mar- 
ried to  John  Rowe.  Thomas  Palmer  died  pofleffed 
of  it  in  the  23d  year  of  king  FJenry  VII.  anno  1 507, 
holding  it  of  the  king,  as  of  his  honour  of  Lille,  by 
knights  Service,  and  his  descendant  of  the  fame  name 
alienated  it,  in  ihe  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  to 
Richard  Warcup,  defcended  from  thofe  of  Cumber- 
land, and  bore  for  their  arms,  Argent , on  a fefs  gules , 
three  cujhions  ermine ; whole  grandfon,  Henry,  anno 
17  Elizabeth,  levied  a tine  of  it,  and  loon  afterwards 
alienated  it  to  Madox ; after  which  it  came  into  the 
family  of  Sedley,  and  thence  into  the  poffeflion  of 
William  Hodgkins,  efq.  who  fold  it  to  Putcheon, 
from  which  name  it  was  conveyed  to  Golding;  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Golding,  of  Ryarlh,  dying  in  1769,  left 
it  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Frances  Golding,  who  is  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

It  is  held  of  the  crown,  by  the  yearly  fee  farm  rent 
of  3I.  1 6s.  4d. 

Eccles  was  a manor  in  this  parifli,  which  was  of 
fome  note  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  being  then 
part  of  the  pofleflions  ol  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  the 
king’s  half  brother,  under  the  general  title  of  whole 
lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  book  of  Domefday: 

1 Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  771.  Philipott,  p.  47.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  arw 
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Half  Fitz  Turold  holds  AigUJfa  of  the  bifhop  (of 

Bmeux).  I,  was  taxed  at  three  yokes.  <1  he  arable  land 

is In  aemefne  there  is  one  carucate  and  /even  vil- 

kms,  with  14  borderers,  having  one  carucate . There  is 
one  fervant  and  11  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  for  the  tan- 
nage of  10  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con - 
feffor,  and  afterwards,  it  was  worth  three  pounds  now 
four  pounds.  1 ’ 


Richard  (de  Tunbridge)  receives  for  what  is  in  his 
lowy  iS  pence.  The  king  eight /hillings  and  five  pence 
for  the  new  gift  of  the  hifhop. , and  in  Rochefier  the  bijhop 
has  three  houfes  of  three  pence,  which  he  took  from  this 
manor  into  his  own  hands.  Alnod  Cilt  held  this  manor 
On  the  difgrace  of  the  billiop  of  Baieux,  foon  after 
the  taking  of  this  furvey,  all  his  pofiTeffions  were  con- 
fifcated  to  the  crown,  and  this  manor  was  given  to 
Malgerius  de  Rokefle,  whofe  defendant,  Richard  de 
Rokefle,  held  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I as  half 
a knight’s  fee  of  Margery  Rivers,  as  (he  did  of  Wa- 
rine  de  Montchenfie.k  From  him  this  manor  palled 
in  like  manner  as  the  above  defcribed  manor  of  Tot- 
tington,  to  the  families  of  Poynings,  and  of  Palmer  of 
Snodland;  and  thence  again  to  Warcup,  in  which  it 
continued  till  Henry  Warcup  alienated  this  manor  to 
John  Sedley,  efq.  from  one  of  whofe  defendants  part 
of  it  pafled,  in  like  manner  as  Ayiesford  priory,  to 
Heneage  earl  of  Ayiesford,  whofe  grandfon,  the  Rt. 
Hon,  the  earl  of  Ayiesford  now  owns  it.  Another 
part  of  this  manor  became  veiled  in  the  fame  owners 
as  the  manor  of  Tottington  had,  and  as  fuch  is  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  Frances  Golding  above  mentioned 
Another  part  of  it  was  lately  held  by  Mr.  John  Corral!; 
and  another  conllderable  part  of  it,  which  feems  to 
have  been  made  liable  to  the  payment  of  callle  guard 
rent  for  the  whole  of  it  to  Rochefier  callle,  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Mr*  Tho.  Bell,  of  Chatham,  whofe  grand- 
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fon,  Tho.  Beft,  efq.  of  Chilfton,  died  in  1795,  f.p. 
and  by  his  will  gave  it  to  his  nephew,  George 
Beft,  elq.  now  of  Chilfton,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  lcite  of  the  manor  of  Eccles  is  at  prefent  un- 
known, but  is  fuppofed  to  be  fomewhere  at  the  eaf- 
tern  extremity  of  this  parilh,  near  Boxley  hill. 

The  manor  of  Eccles  ought  antiently  to  have  con- 
tributed to  the  repair  of  the  fourth  pier  of  Rochefter 
bridge.1 

Cosenton,  or  Cosington,  as  it  is  ufually  fpelt, 
is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  fituated  on  the  eaftern  fide 
of  it,  adjoining  to  that  of  Boxley,  near  the  high  road 
from  Rochefter  to  Maidftone,  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the 
hundred  of  Maidftone  claiming  over  it. 

It  was  antiently  a place  of  much  note,  as  giving 
both  relidence  and  furname  to  the  eminent  family  of 
Cofenton,  or  Cofington,  who  were  feated  here  in  the 
reia;n  of  king  John,  for  that  king,  in  his  ibth  year, 
absolved  William  de  Cofenton  by  pardon,  for  having 
taken  an  oath  to  Louis  the  French  dauphin.  Sir  Ste- 
phen de  Cofenton  was,  with  king  Edward  I.  at  the 
noted  fiege  of  Carlaverock,  in  Scotland,  and  was  there 
made  a banneret  by  the  king  for  his  good  fervices;  at 
which  time  it  appears  there  was  a chapel  at  this  feat, 
dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  with  a chantry  in  it,  found- 
ed by  Sir  Stephen  de  Cofenton.  His  fon,  Sir  Wm. 
de  Cofenton,  was  Iheriff  of  this  county  in  the  35th 
year  of  king  Edward  I.  and  was  living  here  in  the 
8th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  His  fucceffor,  Sir  Ste- 
phen de  Cofenton,  in  the  7th  year  of  Edward  III. 
anno  1332,  obtained  a charter  of  free  warren  for  his 
lands  in  Cofyngtone,  Acrile,  and  Suthbertone,  in  this 
county,  held  of  the  barony  of  Ros,  as  of  the  manor 
of  Horton  Kirkby. 

The  family  of  Cofenton  having  received  this  manor 
by  antient  feoffment  from  the  Ros’s,  the  former  lords 

1 Lambarde's  Perambulation,  p.  422.  Philipott,  p.  40,  41. 
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of  it,  in  imitation  of  whofe  arms,  Or,  three  rofes  gules, 
the  Confentons  bore  for  their  arms.  Azure , three  rofes 
or.  This  coat,  though  the  colours  are  now  defaced, 
is  carved  on  the  roof  of  Canterbury  cloifters. 

At  length  his  defcendant,  Thomas  Cofenton,  efq. 
dying  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL 
without  male  iflue,  his  three  daughters,  married  to 
Duke,  Wood,  and  Hamon,  became  his  coheirs,  the 
eldeft  of  whom,  on  the  partition  of  their  inheritance, 
entitled  her  hufband,  Duke,  to  the  pofleflion  of  this 
manor  and  feat,m  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Per fefs  ar- 
gent, and  azure  three  chaplets,  counter  changed.  His  de- 
fendants afterwards  refided  here;  and  in  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  I.  it  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  Geo.  Duke, 
efq.  at  length,  about  the  year  1696,  it  devolved,  for 
want  of  male  iflue,  to  Mary  Duke,  fpinfter,  who  died 
unmarried  about  17 50,  and  by  her  will  gave  this  ma- 
nor to  her  nephew,  Mr.  Samuel  White,  of  Lon- 
don, merchant;  fince  whofe  death,  in  1770,  it  be- 
came, by  his  will,  the  inheritance  of  Stacey ; whence 
it  was,  in  1797,  alienated  to  Mr.  John  Spong,  of 
Milhale,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor.  It  ought 
anciently  to  have  contributed  to  the  repair  of  the 
fourth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

Rowe’s-place  is  an  eftate  in  the  eaftern  part  of 
this  parifh,  which  was  once  the  feat  of  the  antient  fa- 
mily of  Rowe,  who  had  their  original  here,  and  after- 
wards branched  off  into  the  feveral  families  of  this 
name  at  Dartford,  Penfliurft,  and  Pluckley,  in  this 
county.11  Robert  Roe  poflefled  this  feat  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  III.  from  whom  it  defcended  down 
to  Robert-a-Rowe,  efq.  who,  in  the  2 1 ft  year  of  king 
Henry  VII.  anno  1495,  fettled  it  on  the  marriage  of 

m See  Acrife.  Philipott,  p.  47. 

n See  more  of  this  family,  in  vol.  ii.  of  this  Hiftory,  p-  293  ; 
rol.  lii.  p.  250. 
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Chriftian,  his  daughter  and  heir,  with  Robert  Nayler, 
efq.  the  fon  of  is  ichard  Nayler,  citizen  of  London, 
by  the  lady  Elizabeth  his  wife,  widow  of  Geo.  Nevil, 
lord  Abergavenny,  the  deed  of  which  is  fealed  with 
his  arms,  being  Gules,  a quarter  foil  or.  From  the 
name  of  Nayler  it  palled  by  another  female  heir  to 
Warcup,  one  of  whofe  defendants  alienated  it  to 
Sedley,  from  whence  it  paffed  in  like  manner  as  Aylef- 
ford  priory  to  Banks,  by  whofe  female  coheir  it  went 
in  marriage  to  Heneage  Finch,  elq.  afterwards  crea- 
ted earl  of  Aylesford;  whofe  defendant,  the  Right 
Hon.  Heneage,  earl  of  Aylesford,  is  the  prefect  pof- 
leffor  of  this  eflate. 

The  manors  of  Preston  and  Allington,  in 
this  parilh,  together  with  the  feat,  called  Preston- 
hall,  which  lies  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  river 
Medway,  on  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  it,  oppofite  to 
the  town  of  Aylesford,  and  to  that  part  of  this  pa- 
rith,  called  Antient  Demefne,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned  before,  were  poffeffed  in  very  antient 
times  by  the  eminent  family  of  Colepeper,  commonly 
called,  and  frequently  written,  Culpeper,  who  fpread 
them  fives  in  different  branches  over  the  whole  face 
of  the  county  ; each  of  which  produced  men,  who 
became  eminent  as  warriors  and  llatefmen  in  the  dif- 
ferent ages  in  which  they  flourifbed. 

The  firft  of  this  family  noted  in  record  is  Thomas 
de  Colepeper,  who  was  one  of  the  Recognitor es Magna 
Affife,  or,  judges  of  the  great  a(Ti2e,  in  the  reign  of 
king  John,  an  office  of  no  fmall  account  in  thole 
times;  whofe  defcendant,  Sir  John  de  Colepeper,  was 
of  Bayhall,  in  Pembury,  as  w'as  his  fon,  Sir  Thomas 
Colepeper,  afterwards. 

Soon  after  which  they  feparated  into  different 
branches,  one  of  which  remained  at  Bayhall  above- 
mentioned,  from  which  defeended  the  feveral  branches 
of  this  family  fettled  there,  and  at  Bedgbury,  Lofen- 
ham,  YVakehurft,  Leed’s-caflle,  Hollingborne,  St. 
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Stephen’s,  and  the  Charter-houfc,  all  which  are  now 
extind,  excepting  the  latter. 

. The  otIier  branch  feated  themfelves  at  Preflnn  i,„i i 
w Aylesford,  and  at  Oxenhoath,  in  Weft  Peckham* 

he°re  Hket  , ,haH  T**  *°  g‘Ve  fo™  “of 

here,  taken  from  a large  manufcript  pedigree  of  the 

feveral  branches  of  it  from  the  Vacation  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Kent  anno  1619,  and  from  other  authentic 
evidences  and  manufcnpts;  and  a further  account  of 
the  early  part  of  the  pedigree  of  Colepeper,  and  the 

PemburylnC  >eS  °f  ^ be  f°Und  under  Bayhail,  in 

died  in  the  laft  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward II.  felled  as  appears  by  the  inquilition,  taken 
that  year  after  his  death,  of  eftates in  Langley,  Bou<>h- 
ton,  taft  and  Weft  Farleigh,  Yaldi.fgJ  Mailing, 
Brenchiey,  Tunbridge,  and  Shipborne.0  He  fealed 
with  his  coat  of  arms,  A bend  engrailed,  the  field  of 
which  appears  to  have  been  argent , and  the  bend 
gules,  which  are  carved  more  than  once  on  the  roof 
of  Canterbury  cloifters,  and  are  once  there  impaled 
with  a coat  bearing  a bend.  By  Joane  his  wife  he  left 
three  fons,  of  whom  Thomas,  the  eldeft,  was  of  Pref- 
ton  hall,  and  died  without  iffue.  Sir  Jeffry,  the  fe- 
cond,  fucceeded  his  brother  in  that  eftate,' being  the 
anceftor  of  the  Colepepers,  baronets,  of  Prefton  ball, 
and  of  the  Colepepers  of  Oxenhoath,  both  now  ex- 
tind,  and  John  was  the  third  fon. 

Sir  Jeffry  Colepeper  refided  at  Prefton  hall,  and  was 
fhenff  of  this  county  in  the  39th  and  47th  years  of 
king  Edward  III.  He  left  a fon,  William,  who  was 
likewife  of  Aylesford.  His  fon,  Sir  John  Colepeper, 
was  a juftice  of  the  common-pleas  in  the  reign  of  kino- 
Henry  IV.  and  was  of  Oxenhoath  in  this  county^ 
he  left  by  Catherine  his  wife,  Sir  William  Culpeper, 
of  the  fame  place,  fherift  of  this  county  in  the  5th  year 


See  Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  601. 
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of  kin^  Henry  VI.  the  year  after  which  he  died,  and 
was  buried  in  Weft  Peckham  church,  leaving  a fon, 

Sir  John  Colepeper,  who  lived  in  the  reigns  of  king 

Henry  V.  and  VI.  . , c , 

His  fon,  Sir  William  Colepeper,  was  of  Aylesford, 
and  by  a daughter  of  Ferrers,  of  Groby,  had  three 
fons,  Sir  Richard  Colepeper,  who  was  ofOxenhpath, 
and  ended  in  three  daughters  and  coheirs;  William, 
who  was  of  Aylesford;  and  Jeffry.  Wm.  Culpepyr, 
efq  the  fecond,  was  of  P reft  on  hall,  the  lands  of 
whofe  grandfon,  John  Colepepyr,  of  Aylesford,  and 
of  Thomas  his  fon,  were  difgavelled  by  the  act  o.  the 
zd  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI.  in  whofe  defcendants, 
refident  at  this  feat,  thefe  manors,  with  Prefton-hall, 
continued  down  to  William  Colepepyr,  forfo  he  ap- 
pears to  have  fpelt  his  name,  who  in  1627,  anno  3d 
Charles  I.  was  created  a baronet.  His  great  grand- 
fon,  Sir  Thomas  Colepepyr,  bart.  was  ftieriif  of  this 
county  in  the  2d  year  of  queen  Anne,  anno  1 704,  and 
kept  his  fhrievalty  at  Prefton-hall;  he  died  without 
iflue  in  1723,  and  was  buried  in  the  louth  chancel  of 
this  church,  leaving  his  lifter  Alicia,  who  had  beer 
firft  married  to  Herbert  Stapeley,  efq.  and  fecondlyto 
Sir  Thomas  Taylor,  bart.  of  Maidftone,  but  then  the 
widow  of  Thomas  Culpeper,  counfellor  at  law,  fecond 
fon  of  Sir  Thomas,  the  third  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Cole- 
peper, of  Hollingfborne,  his  foie  heir;  (he  afterwards 
married  the  fame  year  John  Milner,  M.D.  of  V ork- 
fhire,  and  then  made  a fettlemennt  of  the  fee  of  thefe 
among  the  reft  of  her  eftates  (referving  a life  eftate  to 
herfelf)  on  him  and  his  heirs;  fhe  furvivedhim  like- 
wife,  and  died  in  1 734,  without  iffue  by  either  of  her 
four  hufbands. 

Dr.  Milner  was  defcended  of  a good  gentleman  s fa- 
mily feated  at  Pudfey,  in  Yorkthire,  who  bore  for  their 
arms,  Sable\  three  bridle  bits  or.  He  died  before  his 
wife,  in  1724,  having  dev  i fed  the  inheritance  of  thefe 
manors,  with  Prefton-hall,  and  his  other  eftates  in 

this 
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this  county,  to  his  brother,  Charles  Milner,  M.  D. 
who,  on  lady  Taylor’s  death,  for  fo  (he  ft i led  herfelf, 
refided  here,  and  dying  unmarried,  in  1771,  gave  the 
whole  of  them  by  will  to  his  nephew,  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
Butler,  who  in  purtuance  of  it,  that  year,  procured 
the  king’s  licence  to  take  the  furname  and  arms  of 
Milner;  and  afterwards  refided  at  Prefton-hall,  which 
he  modernized  and  almoft  rebuilt,  and  laid  out  the 
grounds  adjoining  with  much  tafte,  at  a very  conii- 
derable  expence.  He  married,  in  1 772,  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  Stringer  Belcher,  redlor  of  Ulcombe, 
by  Sarah  his  wife,  daughter  of  Juftinian  Champneis, 
efq.  of  Boxiey,  and  died  in  1784 leaving  thefe 
manors,  with  Prefton-hall,  for  life,  to  his  furviving 
widow,  who  now  refides  here;  and  after  her  death,  to 
his  nephew,  Cha.  Milner,  efq.  now  of  Farningham. 

On  the  window  frame  of  a large  antient  barn,  built 
of  (tone,  belonging  to  Prefton-hall,  as  well  as  on  an 
outhoufe  near  it,  and  on  a chimney-piece,  both  like- 
wife  of  ftone,  is  carved  the  date  of  1102,  with  the 
letters,  T.  C.  on  each  of  them;  a reprefentation  of 
which  window  frame  has  been  given  above. 

The  date  on  the  above  window,  as  well  as  the 
others,  has  been  the  occafion  of  much  altercation 
among  the  learned.  Voffius,  in  his  treatile,  De  Sci- 
entiis  Math  emat  ids , fays,  that  numeral  figures  'came 
not  in  ufe  in  Europe  till  about  the  year  1 300,  or,  at 
leaft,  not  earlier  than  the  year  125°  j and  P.  Mabil- 
lon,  in  his  treatile,  De  Re  Diplomatic  a,  tells  us,  he 
had  not  found  them  any  where  fooner  than  the  four- 
teenth century,  which  is  fomewhat  later  than  the  time 
mentioned  by  Voffius.  Several  dates  have  been  pro- 
duced, from  different  parts  of  England,  to  prove  the 
much  earlier  ufe  of  numral  figures  in  this  kingdom; 
viz.  an  infeription  over  a gateway  at  Worcefter,  anno 
07  c ; thedate  on  awindowof  acellar  atColchefter, anno 
1090;  another  on  a window  at  Rumfey,  m Hamp- 
(hire,  anno  1016 ; one  on  a chimney-piece  at  Widgcl- 
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hall,  in  Hertford  (hire,  of  the  like  date  ; and  on  a 
chimney  piece,  at  the  parfonage  houfe  at  Helmdon, 
in  Northamptonfhire,  anno  n 32  ;p  but  all  of  them 
have  been  fuppofed  by  molt  to  have  been  either  mif* 
underflood  or  altered,  to  ferve  this  particular  purpofe. 

David  Cafley,  in  his  Catalogue  of  Manufcripts  in 
the  King’s  Library,  has  given  a fpecimen  of  a manu- 
fcript  from  the  Cottonian  library,  called  Callendarium 
Hogeri  Bacon,  dated  1292;  the  figures  in  which  book 
are  Arabian,  and  the  oldeft  he  remembered  to  have 
met  with  in  either  of  thofe  libraries. 

Befides  the  above  mentioned  opinions,  that  thefe 
Arabian  figures  did  not  come  into  ufe  till  long  after 
the  year  1102,  there  is  another  objection  to  the  date 
above  mentioned  having  been  put  up  fo  early  as  that 
year;  which  is,  that  the  quarterings  of  coats  armour 
did  not  come  into  ufe  till  the  time  of  Edward  III. 
who  began  his  reign  in  1326;  which,  if  a fact,  will 
prove  this  date  to  have  been  put  up  at  lead  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  year  1300;  and  a ftill  more  convincing 
proof  of  it  is,  that  the  arms  quartered  are  thofe  of 
Colepeper  and  Hardreflmll.  John  Colepeper,  about 
the  middle  of  the  above  mentioned  reign,  married  Eli- 
zabeth, daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  John  Hardrefhull; 
fo  that  his  iflue  by  her  were  the  fird  who  could  ufe 
the  arms  of  Hardreflmll  quartered  with  their  own; 
their  fon  was  Thomas  Colepeper.  The  T.  C.  on  this 
done  mud,  no  doubt,  mean  a Thomas  Colepeper, 
owner  of  this  edate;  and  none  other,  of  thofe  names, 
was  fo  afterwards  till  the  1 6th  century,  when  another 
Thomas  Colepeper  owned  it,  and  died  poflefled  of  it  in 
1587.  Many  have  fuppofed,  that  the  o being  fo 
much  higher  in  proportion  to  the  other  figures,  there 
was  fome  part  adjoining  to  the  bottom  of  it,  now  ob- 
literated, and  that  the  lecond  figure  was  meant  to  ex- 

7 See  Philofophical  Tranfadions,  No.  154,  266,  439,  459. 
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prefs  the  figure  5;  but  011  a clofe  infpe&ion  of  the 
feveral  figures,  I do  not  fee  the  lead  probability  for 
this  fuppofition,  the  figures  being  plainly  meant  for 
what  they  now  appear  to  be.  The  moft  probable 
conjedture  therefore  is,  that  a Thomas  Colepeper,  a 
defendant  of  John  Colepeper  and  Elizabeth  Har- 
drelhull,  put  up  this  date,  with  his  own  name  and 
arms,  and  added  the  date  of  1 102,  which  was  either 
the  sera  when  his  anceftors  firft  came  into  this  county, 
or  perhaps  to  this  feat  of  Prefton. 

About  a quarter  of  a mile  northward  from  Bann- 
ing heath,  on  an  eminence,  near  the  eaflern  fide  of  the 
road,  which  leads  through  the  woods  from  Aylesford 
thither,  and  furrounded  by  them,  ftand  the  ruins  of 

the  ANTIENT  FREE  CHAPEL  OF  LoNGSOLE,  now 

made  ufe  of  as  a barn,  and  called  the  hermitage 
from  its  lonely  fituation. 

King  Edward  III.  in  his  24th  year,  granted  licence 
to  Stephen  Fynamour,  chaplain  of  the  chapel  of  St. 
Lawrence  of  Longfole,  to  purchafe  lands  and  rents  of 
the  yearly  value  of  one  hundred  (hillings,  for  the 
maintenance  of  himfelf  and  his  fuccefl'ors,  celebrating 
in  this  chapel  for  ever;  and  next  year  accordingly, 
there  were  granted,  with  the  king’s  licence,  to  him 
and  his  fuccefiors,  chaplains  here,  by  feveral  perfons, 
different  mefluages  and  lands,  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
fix  acres  and  upwards,  lying  in  this  parilh,of  the  yearly 
value  of  fixteen  (hillings.  After  which,  great  difputes 
arifing  between  the  vicar  of  Aylesford  and  the  re£lor 
of  Allington,  concerning  the  oblations  offered  in  this 
chapel  on  the  eve  and  feflival  of  St.  Lawrence,  each 
claiming  them  as  their  right,  as  being  within  the 
bounds  of  their  refpe£tive  parifhes,  John,  bilhop  of 
Rochefter,  iffued  his  mandate  in  the  laid  year  of  king 
Henry  V.  to  afcertain,  by  inquifition,  in  which  of 
thofe  parilhes  this  chapel  was  fituated,  and  to  whom 
tliefe  oblations  of  right  belonged,  and  to  certify  the 
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fame  to  him  ; fince  which  it  has  been  efteemed  .to  be 
within  the  bounds  of  the  paridi  of  Aylesford. 

The  remains  of  this  chapel,  now  called  the  Her- 
mitage, with  the  fcite  of  it,  is  part  of  the  poffcffions 
of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney,  having  been 
purchafed  with  the  manor  of  Allington  and  other 
eftates  in  the  year  1732,  of  Sir  Jacob  Aftley,  bart. 
of  Melfton  Conftable,  in  Norfolk. 

CHARITIES. 

John  Sedley,  cfq.  ordered  by  his  will,  that  a houfe  fliould 
be  built  for  fix  poor  aged  and  impotent  perfons,  in  the  ftreet  of 
Aylesford,  and  that  there  fliould  be  bought  lands  and  tenements 
for  the  poor  perfons,  for  their  maintenance,  60I.  per  ann.  and 
that  his  brother,  William  Sedley,  and  his  heirs,  fliould  place  the 
poor  in  it,  from  time  to  time.  Sir  William  Sedley,  bart.  was  foie 
executor  to  his  brother,  in  purfuance  of  whofe  will  he  built  a 
houfe  of  (tone  and  other  buildings  for  this  hofpital,  or  Maifonde 
Dieu  ; and  he  purchafed  two  farms,  containing  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  acres  in  Frittenden,  and  were  of  the  clear  yearly  va- 
lue of  76I.  and  Sir  William,  by  his  deed  of  foundation,  dated  in 
1617,  inrolled  in  chancery,  added  one  poor  perfon  more  to  the 
former  fix  poor  perfons,  being  four  men  and  two  women,  to  be 
as  warden  of  the  hofpital ; and  he  incorporated  and  made  them 
a body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Hofjiital  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in 
the  (larijh  of  Aylesford,  appointed  that  they  fliould  have  a common 
feal,  engraved  with  a goat' s head  rache , and  circumfcribed,  Si- 
gillu's  Hof[iital.  Sec.  Trinitatis  in  Aylesford  in  Co.  Kane,  and  that  the 
hofpital  and  poor  in  it  fliould,  from  time  to  time,  be  vifited,  or- 
dered, and  upon  juft  caufe  dil placed,  by  fuch  perfons,  bodies 
politic,  or  corporate,  their  heirs,  afligns,  or  truftees,  as  fliould  be 
nominated  or  affigned,  according  to  fuch  rules  as  fliould  be  fet 
forth  by  him,  his  heirs,  or  afligns,  in  writing,  under  his  or  their 
hands  and  feals,  &c.  The  earl  of  Portmore,  the  patron  and  pre- 
fent  truftee,  has  omitted  to  appoint  any  perfon  to  this  hofpital  for 
fome  years  paft. 

Sin  William  Sedley,  bart.  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli, 
3I.  6s.  8d.  per  annum,  ifluing  out  of  houfes  and  land  in  balding, 
now  belonging  to  Sir  John  Shaw,  bart. 

Patric  Savage,  efq.  of  this  parifli,  in  the  ift  year  of  king 
Charles  I.  gave  two  meadows  in  Ditton,  called  Great  and  Little 
jNicopifts,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  5I. 

Sir  Robert  Faunce,  of  Maiclftone,  gave  10s.  per  annum, 
to  be  diftributed  to  the  poor  on  St.  Swithin’s  day,  and  10s.  more 
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on  that  day  to  the  clergyman  for  reading  prayers,  to  be  paid  out 
of  land  in  this  parifh,  now  vefted  in  Mrs.  Milner. 

James  Taylor,  yeoman,  of  this  parifh,  gave  20s.  per  ann, 
to  be  paid  from  two  tenements  in  the  parifh  of  Woldham,  fince 
pulled  down,  and  it  has  not  been  paid  fince  1774. 

V The  Rev.  Mr.  Milner,  in  pursuance  of  his  uncle.  Dr. 
Charles  Milner’s  will,  fettled  20I.  per  annum,  payable  out  of  part 
of  his  eftate,  toward*  the  fupport  of  a charity  fchool,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  poor  children  of  this  parifh. 

Aylesford  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefttr. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  is  a 
handfome  building,  with  a fquare  tower  at  the  welt 
end  of  it. 

King  Henry  1.  gave  the  church  of  Aylesford  tobt. 
Andrew  and  Gundulph,  bifhops  of  Rochefter,  and 
afterwards  confirmed  it  to  them.  Bifhop  Gundulph, 
when  he  had  feparated  his  own  maintenance  from 
that  of  the  monks  of  his  priory,  affigned  this  church 
to  them,  among  others,  for  their  maintenance ; and 
he  afterwards  granted  them  the  free  dilpofition  of  the 
vicarage  of  it/ 

This  grant  was  fet  afide  by  bifhop.  Gilbert  de 
Glanvill,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  I.  who,  on  the  foundation  of  his  hofpital 
at  Stroud,  about  that  time,  with  their  unanimous 
confent,  which  was  however,  without  doubt,  extorted 
from  them,  and  that  of  his  archdeacon,  gave  ime 
appropriation  of  this  church,  in  pure  and  perpetua 
aims,  to  the  matter  and  brethren  of  it,  reierving  only 
the  penfion  of  two  marcs  yearly  from  it,  to  be  pau 
to  the  monks/  And  he  decreed,  that  the  mai 
Ihould  provide  one  of  his  brethren,  being  a pneft 
or  other  fit  chaplain,  to  celebrate  divine ^ le  v ee  at 
Aylesford,  whom  he  Ihould  .pretent  to  1 
all  which  was  again  confirmed  by  the  prior  an 

«.  Dugdale’s  Monaft.  vol.  ill.  p.  1 5 and  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  6,  9* 

* Reg.  Roff.  p.  53»  'S2*.  1 5 3*  63** 
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vent  of  Rochetter,  who  granted,  that  the  matter  of 
the  hofpital  fhould,  as  parlon,  prefent  the  vicar  of 
this  church  to  the  bifhop.* 

The  monks  by  no  means  acquiefced  in  this  gift, 
but  feized  every  opportunity  of  averting  their  right 
to  this  church;  and  after  feveral  appeals  to  the  pope, 
from  time  to  time,  and  confirmations  and  decrees 
made  in  favour  of  each  party,  the  difpute  feems  to 
have  been  finally  fettled  by  pope  Alexander  IV,'  who 
in  1253,  adjudged  that,  in  confideration  of  the  church 
of  St.  Margaret,  in  Rochetter,  with  its  appurtenances, 
remaining  to  the  prior  and  convent,  the  matter  and 
brethren  of  Stroud  hofpital  fhould  poffefs  this  church 
free  from  the  penfions  of  eighteen  marcs  (which  had 
been,  in  1239,  decreed  to  be  paid  from  it)  and  of  two 
marcs,  which  had  likewile  been  before  decreed,  to  be 
paid  born  it,  as  above  mentioned.  Bifhop  Thomas 
de  Ingietnorp,  on  account  of  feveral  dilputes  having 
anfen  between  the  matter  of  Stroud  hofpital  and  the 
vicar  of  this  parifh,  in  right  of  his  vicarage,  in  1287, 
anno  16th  Edward  I.  examined  into  it,  with  thecon- 
fent  of  all  parties,  and  he  ordained  and  decreed,  that 
the  vicar,  for  the  time  being,  fhould  take  all  fmall 
tithes,  obventions,  and  oblations,  of  the  whole  parifh, 
together  with  the  tithe  of  the  hay  of  Luggenemedwe,’ 
and  Breggenemedwe,  Suffletonemedwe,  and  all  the 
tithe  of  hay  on  theeaftern  fide  of  the  bridge,  and  alfo 
of  all  mills,  except  the  mill  of  the  matter  and  brethren 
aforefaid,  and  that  he  fhould  likewife  take  the  tithes 
of  At  eaves  of  the  demefnesof  the  church,  viz.  of  thole 
lands,  which  the  rectors  poiieffed  at  the  time  of  this 
endowment,  and  the  tithes  of  beans  and  peas  of  gar 
dens,  dug  with  the  foot,  but  for  other  corn  growing 
within  the  curtalage,  he  fhould  take  yearly  from  the 

* See  the  feveral  confirmations  of  this  church  to  the  priory,  in 
Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  434.  r J 

Wharton’s  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  I.  p.  349.  Reg.  R0ff.  p.  69. 
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rcftoTS  one  Team  of  wheat  at  Michaelmas;  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  vicar  and  his  fuccelfors  Ihould  be  free 
and  exempt  from  all  due  and  accuftomed  burthens, 
ordinary  and  extraordinary,  of  thefupplying  and  pro- 
curing books  and  ornaments,  and  alio  the  repairing  of 
the  chancel. 

In  the  year  1288,  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
before  the  above  mentioned  bifhop,  between  the  mat- 
ter and  brethren  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  vicar  of  this 
church,  that  the  later  Ihould  provide  daily  one  chap- 
lain in  the  name  of  the  former,  who  Ihould  celebrate 
mafs,  and  fay  the  canonical  hours  in  the  chapel  of 
Sir  Stephen  de  Cofington,  for  which  the  mailer  and 
brethren  Ihould  give  him  yearly  a certain  fum  of  mo- 
ney, and  a portion  of  corn  at  dated  times,  of  wheat 
and  barley,  and  of  the  fmall  tithes  at  the  accuftomed 
time,  fo  that  the  vicar  Ihould  not  demand  any  thing 
of  Sir  Stephen  ; and  alfo  of  three  roods  of  free  land. 
This  was  confirmed  by  bifhop  Thomas  de  Woldham, 
in  1293,  who  declared,  that  the  three  roods  of  free 
land,  mentioned  above,  were  within  that  area  of 
ground,  where  the  vicar  had  built  houfes,  and  erected 
other  buildings  for  himfelf  and  fuccelfors,  and  in  which 
he  then  dwelt,  near  the  court  of  the  redory,  and  had 
inclofed  the  fame  ; all  which  Ihould  remain  to  the 
vicars,  his  fuccelfors,  for  ever. 

Some  time  after  which,  fome  difputes  arifing  be- 
tween the  vicar  of  Aylesford,  and  the  mailer  and  bre- 
thren, and  Sir  Stephen  de  Cofingtone,  it  was  decreed, 
that  Sir  Stephen  and  his  heirs  ought  to  pay  the  great 
and  fmall  tithes  of  his  manor  to  the  mailer  and  bre  - 
thren,  together  with  thirty  fhillings  of  filver;  and  that 
according  to  the  ordination  of  Thomas,  bilhop  of  Ro- 
cheller,  above  mentioned,  they  ought  to  fatisfy  the 
vicar  in  thirty  fhillings  and  four  learns  of  corn,  one 
half  of  wheat  and  the  other  of  barley,  yearly,  and  that 
the  vicar  Ihould  provide  for  a chantry  in  the  laid  cha- 
pel, but  that  the  profits  arifing  from  the  oblations  and 
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confeffions  of  Sir  Stephen  and  his  family,  fhould  be- 
long to  him  who  ferved  che  cure  of  the  parifh  of 
Aylesford.  The  decree  of  the  bilhop,  fo  far  as  rela- 
ted to  the  fmall  tithes  of  the  manor  of  Cofington,  ne- 
verthelefs  to  remain  in  full  force. 

Sir  Stephen  de  Cofyngtone,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Cofyngtone,  in  the  23d  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  re- 
leafed to  the  mafter  and  brethren  of  the  hofpital,  their 
providing  a chaplain  in  the  chapel  or  chantry  of  St. 
Michael,  within  his  manor,  &c.  and  they  releafed  to 
him  their  right  of  providing  fuch  chaplain,  and  all 
claims  accruing  to  him  and  them  on  account  of  the 
farfle  for  ever,  in  the  34th  year  of  the  fame  reign. 

The  church  of  Aylesford  remained  in  this  fltuation 
till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  the  mafter  of 
Stroud  hofpital  and  the  brethren  of  it,  in  the  31ft 
year  of  that  reign,  with  the  king’s  licence,  furrendered 
their  hofpital,  with  all  their  lands  and  pofleffions  in 
Aylesford  and  elfewhere,  and  this  church  among  them, 
to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  to  hold  of  the 
king  by  fealty,  in  lieu  of  all  fcrvices. 

A few  months  after  which  furrender,  the  priory  of 
Rochefter  itfelf  was  likewife,  together  wuth  all  its 
eftates  and  pofleffions,  furrendered  into  the  king’s 
hands,  who,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his  33d  year, 
fettled  the  parfonage  of  this  church,  with  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  vicarage,  as  well  as  all  other  the  pofleffions 
of  the  late  priory  of  Rochefter  in  this  parifh,  among 
other  premifes,  on  his  new  eredted  dean  and  chapter 
of'Rochefter,  where  the  inheritance  of  them  now 
remains. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  iol. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter  continue  pa- 
trons of  this  vicarage. 

The  parfonage  of  Aylesford  has  a manor  belonging 
to  it,  called  the  manor  of  ike  parfonage  of  Aylesford. 

On 
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On  the  intended  abolition  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  this  manor  and 
parfonage,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  a wood,  called 
Blaze  wood,  late  belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter, 
were  furveyed  in  1694,  when  it  appeared,  that  the 
two  barns,  yards,  and  other  necefiary  buildings,  and 
two  acres  of  glebe  land,  were  worth  3k  perann.  and 
the  tithes  77I.  per  ann.  all  which  were  let  by  the  dean 
and  chapter,  anno  1 5 Charles  I.  to  Sir  George  Fane, 
for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  22I.  and 
two  weather  fheep,  or  26s.  8d.  in  money;  out  of 
which  leafe  the  vicarage  was  excepted,  which  was 
then  valued  at  60I.  per  annum.*1 

The  prelent  leflee,  under  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  of  this  manor  and  parfonage,  with  Blaze 
wood,  is  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  lord  Defpencer. 

CHURCH  OF  AYLESFORD. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prejented.  rector. 

Jordan,  about  the  year 

1 14S*W 

vicars. 

Majler  and*  Brethren  of  Stroud  7 Gregory  de  Elmham,  1287. * 
Hofpital J John  Stubbecroft , 1422.* 

John  Roche,  150 1. 2 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefer....  George  Smith,  S.  T.  P.  1626.1 

Thomas  Ttlfon,  1 6q  I .b 

Thomas  Tilfon,  inftit.  Aug.  26, 
1 702  .c 

John  Lawry,  A.  M.  obt.  Aug. 
1773,  refig.  1 7 8 1 ,d 

Charles  Cold  call,  A . M.prefented 
Nov.  1773.' 

John  Eveleigh,  S.  T.  P.  Prefent 
vicar.1 


0 Eft.  Thef.  p.  384.  Pari.  Surveys, 
Lambeth  lib.  vol.  xiv. 

vt  Reg.  Roff.  p.  10.  1 Ibid.  156. 

* Ibid.  p.  149.  * Ibid.  426. 

* In  1626,  a difpenfation  pafled  for 
his  holding  this  vicarage  with  Farn- 
borough. 

b And  reftor  of  Ditton- 

* Alfo  reftor  of  Ditton,  and  fon  of 
the  former  vicar. 


d He  was  alfo  reftor  of  Lee,  and 
prebendary  of  Rochefter. 

c In  1773,  a difpenfation  pafled  for 
holding  this  vicarage  with  Afbburnham 
in  Sufiexj  he  was  likewile  prebendary 
of  Rochefter,  and  had  been  before  vi- 
car of  A Ih ford  ; he  religncd  this  vi- 
carage for  Kingfdown  near  Wrotham. 

f Provoft  of  Oriel  college,  and  vicar 
of  Lamberhurft. 
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ALLINGTON. 

ON  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Medway,  though 
about  two  miles  higher  up,  from  the  town  of  Aylef- 
ford,  adjoining  to  the  eaftern  part  of  that  parifh,  lies 
Allington,  called  in  Domefday,  Eleutun ,s  and  in  many 
records  Alynton. 

The  parish  of  Allington  is  very  fmall,  the  foil  is  a 
loam,  thinly  covering  the  quarry  rock,  fo  prevalent  in 
thefe  parts  j the  river  Medway  is  its  eaftern  boundary. 
The  caftle  is  fituated  within  a few  yards  of  the  river, 
from  which  it  is  nearly  excluded  by  the  range  of  trees 
on  the  bank  of  it.  It  is  a venerable  ruin,  and  though 
now  only  ufed  as  a farm  houfe,  was,  in  Henry  VIII.’s 
reign,  and  afterwards,  the  habitation  of  the  Knight’s 
family  of  Wyatt,  who  refided  in  it  with  much  reputa- 
tion and  fplendor  till  their  forfeiture  of  it  for  treafon, 
in  queen  Mary  s reign.  The  remains  are  of  confidera- 
ble  extent,  and  many  of  its  external  parts  are  in  a good 
ftate  of  prefervation.  The  moat  and  ditch  which  fur- 
rounded  it  f ill  exifts;  hence  the  ground  rifes  about 
half  a mile  fouth-eaftward  up  the  London  road,  through 
W/Totham  to  Maidftone,  which  is  about  two  miles  dif- 
tant.  On  the  other  fide  the  road  the  parifh  continues 
foil th ward  about  half  a mile  further  among  the  coppice 
woods,  as  far  as  the  Hermitage,  formerly  the  chapel 
of  St.  Stephen  of  Longfole,  mentioned  before,  under 
Aylesford  parifh. 

There  is  laid  to  have  been  a caftle  erected  at  this 
place  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  which  was  afterwards 
demolifhed  by  the  Danes.  It  afterwards  came  into  the 
pofieftion  of  Ulnoth,  fourth  fon  of  earl  Godwin,  and 
after  the  conqueft  was  part  of  thofe  vaft  poffdlions  with 

* Leland,  in  his  poem,  Ntem*  in  Mortem  Tho.  Viati  E quit  is 
( Senioris ) calls  this  place  Alaunodunum,  and  Alaunia. 
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which  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half  bro- 
ther Odo,  the  great  bimop  of  Baieux,  under  the  ge- 
neral title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  defcribed  in  the 
furvey  of  Domefday: 

Anfchitil  holds  Elentun  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux)  It 
was  taxed  at  one  filing.  The  arable  land  is  three  earn- 
cates.  In  demefne  there  are  two , and  1 5 villeins,  with 
two  borderers , having  one  carncate  and  a half.  There  is 
a church , and  tzvoferv  ants,  and  half  a mill , and  one  den 
°f  1 5 foldings . IVood  for  the  pannage  of  eight  hogs , and 
one  acre  of  meadozv.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the 
Confejfor  it  zvas  worth  one  hundred  fhillings,  zvhen  he 
received  it  (so  fhillings,  nozv  100  Jhilliyws . Uluric  held 
it  of  Alnod  Cilt. 

This  Alnod  Cilt  was  Ulnoth,  fourth  fon  of  earl 
Godwin,  and  younger  brother  to  king  Harold,  who 
from  the  royalty  of  his  kindred,  had  the  addition  of 
Cilt,  a fimilar  denomination  to  the  Latin  word  C lit  o', 
with  which  thofe  of  royal  blood  were  always  honoured 
in  thofe  times. 

On  the  bifhop’s  dilgrace,  which  happened  about 
four  years  afterwards,  this,  among  the  reft  of  his  pof- 
fefilons,  was  confifcated  to  the  crown,  from  whence  it 
was  foon  afterwards  granted  by  the  Conqueror  to  his 
kinfman,  William  earl  of  Warren,  in  Normandy,  who 
had  greatly  aflifted  him  againft  the  bilhop,  in  the  rebel- 
lion the  latter  had  raifed  againft  him,  being  nephew  to 
the  countefs  Gunnora,  the  king’s  great  grandmother, 
and  was  afterwards  created,  by  king  William  Rufus, 
earl  of  Surry.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Chequy,  or  and 
azure .h 

Earl  Warren  rebuilt  the  caftle  here,  and  then  tranf- 
rnitted  his  interefl:  in  this  place  to  the  lord  Fitz  Hugh* 
whofe  daughter  and  heir  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir 
Giles  Allington/  one  of  whofe  delcendants  palled  it 

h Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  73.  Philipott,  p.  41. 

’ SeeHiftory  of  Elfex,  Svo.  vol.  ii.  p.  193* 
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away,  in  the  latter  end  of  king  Henry  III. ’s  reign,  to 
Sir  Stephen  de  Penchefter,  conftable  of  Dover  caftle, 
and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports. k In  the  8th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  he  obtained  a grant  of  a market  week- 
ly on  the  Tuefday  at  this  manor,  and  a fair  for  three 
days  yearly,  on  the  vigil,  the  feaftof  St.  Laurence,  and 
the  day  after ; and  afterwards,  that  year,  free  warren  in 
all  his  demefne  lands  within  it;  and  next  year  he  ob- 
tained the  king’s  licence  to  eredt  a caftle  here,  and  to 
fortify  and  embattle  it,  by  which  it  Ihould  feem,  that 
he  either  rebuilt  the  caftle  here,  or  that  it  was  before* 
only  fome  fmall  building  or  fort,  not  efteemed  of  fuffi- 
cient  fize  to  be  called  a caftle;  by  which  means  this 
placed  came  to  be  called,  in  feveral  records  of  that 
time,  Allington  Penchefter.  He  died  without  ififue 
male,  leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs ; on  the  par- 
tition of  whofe  inheritance,  this  eftate  of  Allington  was 
allotted  to  Henry  de  Cobham,  of  Rundale,  in  Shorne, 
fecond  fon  of  John  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  in  this 
county,  in  right  of  Joane  his  wife,  the  eldeft  of  them; 
and  in  his  defendants  it  continued  till  one  of  them,  in 
the  beginning  of  king  Edward  IV. ’s  reign,  alienated 
this  manor  and  caftle,  which  had  been  for  fome  time 
from  them,  called  Allyngton  Cobham,  to  Rob.  Brent;1 
and  his  grand  fon,  William  Brent,  in  the  beginning  of 
king  Henry  VI I. ’s  reign,  alienated  them  to  Sir  Henry 
Wyatt,  privy  counfellor  to  that  prince,  who  was  de- 
fended of  a good  family  in  Yorkfhire.m  He  had  been 
imprifoned  in  the  Tower  in  the  reign  of  Richard  III. 
and  was  prefrved  by  a cat,  which  fed  him  whilft  pri- 
foner  there ; for  which  reafon  he  is  always  pi&ured  with 
a cat  in  his  arms,  or  befide  him.  On  the  acceftion  of 
king  Henry  VII.  he  had  great  marks  of  favour  fhewn 

k Kilburne’s  Survey,  p.  1 1.  See  more  of  him  under  Penlhurft, 
vol.  iii.  p.  231. 

' Philipott,  p.  4r.  Mr.  Petit  Feedary  of  Kent  his  book. 

“ See  his  pedigree  in  Vifit.  Co.  Kent,  anno  1619,  and  more  of 
them  under  Boxley. 

him, 
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liim,  being  knighted,  and  made  one  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil. In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  he  procured 
his  lands  to  be  difgavelled , by  an  aft  palled  particularly 
for  that  purpofe;  he  refided  at  this  caftle,  of  which, 
and  the  manor,  he  died  pofiefied  in  the  24th  year  of 
that  reign,  then  held  of  Sir  William  Stoner,  as  of  his 
manor  of  Horton  Kirkby.  He  left  an  only  fon  and 
heir,  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  born  in  this  caftle,  who  was 
accounted  a moft  accomplilhed  gentleman,  and  well 
efteemed  both  for  his  learning  and  poetry  ; foon  after 
his  father’s  death,  he  was  knighted,  made  of  the  privy 
council,  and  fent  ambafiador  to  the  emperor,  where  he 
acquitted  himfelf  greatly  to  the  king’s  fatisfa&ion."  In 
the  28th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  he  ferved 
the  office  of  fheriff,  and  afterwards  made  a fair  feat, 
as  writers  of  that  time  term  it,  of  this  caftle. 

Anthony  Wood  calls  him  the  delight  of  the  mufes  and 
of  mankind,  and  fays,  that  being  fent  by  the  king  to- 
wards Falmouth,  in  Cornwall,  in  the  heat  of  fummer, 
he  was  feized  with  a violent  fever,  and  flopping  at 
Sherborne,  in  Dorfetfhire,he  died  and  was  buried  there, 
being  thirty-eight  years  old.  Leland,0  in  his  poem, 
ftyles  him  incomparabalis , and  highly  celebrates  his 
praifes.  Fie  was  a great  favourite  of  Henry  VIII.  and 
by  a bon  mot  raifed  the  king’s  courage  to  go  forwards 
with  the  Reformation,  by  telling  him,  it  was  a hard 
thing  a man  could  not  repent  without  the  pope’s  leave. 

On  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  34th  year  of 
that  reign,  leaving  a fon  of  his  own  name,  who  having 
in  the  1 ft  year  of  queen  Mary,  with  other  gentlemen 
of  note  in  this  county,  raifed  a rebellion,11  on  their  dif- 
guft  to  the  queen’s  marriage  with  king  Philip  of  Spain, 

n See  his  inftru&ions,  and  letters  to  and  from  him,  whilft  am~ 
baflador,  in  the  Britifh  mufeum,  Harleian  MSS.  No.  282. 

0 Ath.  Oxon.  vol  i.  p.  56.  # .ft. 

p An  account  of  this  rebellion  was  publifhedin  1 5 3 5 » Jnbn. 

Pro£tor,  in  black  letter. 
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he  marched  with  his  followers  to  London,  but  was 
there  deferted  by  them,  upon  which  he  furrendered 
himfelf  to  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  who  being  on  horfe- 
back,  took  Sir  Thomas  up  behind  him,  and  carried 
him  to  Whitehall,  where  he  was  made  prifoner,  and 
committed  to  the  Tower;  and  being  found  guilty  on 
his  trial,  was  beheaded  on  Tower  hill,  his  body  quar- 
tered, and  his  head  fet  up  on  a pole,  which  was  after- 
wards ftolen  away.'5 

On  his  death  this  caftle  and  manor,  with  the  advow- 
fon,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  where  they  con- 
tinued till  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  nth  year,  granted 
a leafe  of  the  houfe  and  manor  of  Allington  to  John 
Aftley,  elq.  mailer  of  her  jewels,  and  afterwards,  by 
her  letters  patent,  dated  in  her  26th  year,  granted  the 
caftle,  manor,  and  advowfon  of  this  church,  to  his  fon. 
Sir  John  Aftley,  and  his  heirs  male  in  tail  in  general, 
to  hold  by  knights  fervice,  at  the  rent  of  tool.  2s.  yd. 
per  ann.  and  he  having  about  the  fame  time  a grant 
of  the  palace  at  Maidftone,  refided  there.  Soon  after 
which  the  maniion  of  this  caftle,  being  uninhabited,  fell 
to  decay,  and  the  park  round  it  was  difparked.  Sir 
John  Aftley  bore  for  his  arms,  Azure , a cinquefoil  er- 
mine ; he  was  defcended  from  Thomas  de  Aftley,  fon 
and  heir  of  Walter  de  Eftley,  who  lived  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  III.  and  was  baron  of  Aftley  caftle,  in 
Warwickihire.  By  his  firft  wife  he  was  anceftor  of 
the  Aftleys  of  Patefhali,  in  StafFordfliire,  baronets;  and 
by  his  fecond,  who  was  heir  of  Conftable,  of  Melton 
Conftable  in  Norfolk  ; he  was  anceftor  of  thofe  of 
Hill  Morton  and  of  Melton  Conftable,  baronets,  which 
latter  bear  for  their  arms  the  fame  coat  as  the  elder 
branch  of  this  family,  of  Patefhali,  with  the  addition  of 
a bordure  ingrailed  or;  of  this  branch  of  Hill  Morton 
and  Melton  Conftable,  was  Thomas  Aftley,  efq.  who 

q ,<'ee  Rapin,  vojj  ii.  p.  38.  Fox’s  Martyrs,  vol.  iii. p.  24,  25, 
79,  8 1,  855. 
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Imd  three  wives;  from  the  firft  of  whom  was  defceml- 
ed  I6ac,  who  was  father  of  Thomas,  of  Melton  Con- 
liable  ; and  Jacob,  created  lord  Aflley ; and  from  the 
frcond,  John  Aftley  efq  mailer  of  the  jewels  to  queen 
Elizabeth,  who  died  before  the  middle  of  that  reian 
leaving  a fon  Sir  John  Aftley,  as  before  mentioned.’ 
He  was  of  the  band  of  penfioners  to  queen  Elizabeth 
and  matter  of  the  revels  to  kings  James  and  Charles  I* 
and  of  the  privy  chamber  to  the  latter,  and  dyin*  in 
1639,  was  buried  at  Maidftone,  without  furvivino- iflue;8 
fo  that  his  three  fitters  became  his  coheirs,  but  this  ma- 
nor, cattle,  and  advowfon,  with  his  other  eftates  in  this 
neighbourhood,  he  gave  by  will  to  his  kinfman,  Sir 
Jacob  Aftley,  above  mentioned,  who  was  a man  of 
great  reputation  for  his  bravery  and  conduit,  acquired 
in  the  military  fervice  of  foreign  princes,  and  ftill  more 
fo  for  his  faithful  fervices  to  king  Charles  I.  to  whom 
he  reforted  in  the  beginning  of  the  grand  rebellion, 
and  behaved  with  diftinguithed  courage  in  the  feveral 
battles  and  tharp  encounters  then  fought,  being  a ge- 
neral of  the  king’s  forces,  and  governor  of  his  garri- 
sons of  Oxford  and  Reading;  and  as  a further  re- 
ward, was,  by  letters  patent,  dated  in  the  20th  year  of 
that  reign,  created  baron  Aftley,  of  Reading/  in  the 
county  of  Berks.  He  died  at  Maidftone,  in  1651, 
and  was  there  buried,  having  had  five  fons;  Ifaac,  who 
fucceeded  him,  as  lord  Aftley,  and  in  this  eftate,  and 
four  others,  who  died, / p.  and  a daughter,  Elizabeth, 
who  mariied  her  kinfman,  Sir  Edward  Aftley,  of  Mel- 
ton, as  will  be  mentioned  hereafter.  Ifaac,  lord  Aft- 
ley,  dying  in  i 66 2,  was  buried  near  his  father,  leav- 
ing his  fon,  Jacob  lord  Aftley,  his  fucceftor,  who  dying, 
f.  p.  in  1688,  was  buried  at  Maidftone,  and  the  barony 
became  extinct,  but  this  caftle,  manor,  and  advowfon, 
came,  among  the  reft  of  his  entailed  lands,  to  Sir  Jacob 


r Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  668.  Coll.  Bar.  vol.  iii.  p.  63,  iv.  369. 
s See  Dugd.  Hiftory  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  p.  123. 
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Aftlev  bart.  of  Melton  Conftable,  in  Norfolk,  de- 
fended from  Thomas,  the  eldeft  brother  of  Jacob, 
the  firft  lord  Aftley,  and  anceftor  of  the  prefent  baro- 
nets of  that  place,*  who,  in  the  6th  year  of  George  I. 
anno  1720,  alienated  them,  with  other  eftates  in  this 
neighbourhood,  for  which  an  a£t  pafled  that  year,  to 
Sir  Robert  Marlham,  bart.  lord  Romney,  whofe  grand- 
fon,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney  is  the  pre- 
fent poffeffer  of  them. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities . 

Allington  is  fituated  within  the  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction  of  the  dioceje  of  Rocheiter,  and deanry 

of  Mailing.  , _ 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St  Laurence,  is 

a fmall  mean  building.  In  the  church  yard  lies  buried 
Mr.  Drayton,  of  Maidftone,  a molt  ingenious  perfon, 
and  an  excellent  botanift. 

This  church  has  always  been  accounted  an  appen- 
dage to  the  manor,  and  as  fuch  is  now  in  the  patronage 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney.  ^ It  is  a 
redtory,  and  is  a difeharged  living  in  the  king’s  books, 
of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  35I.  the  yearly 
tenths  of  which  are,  1 3s.  8d.u 


CHURCH  OF  ALLINGTON. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  jirefented. 
Lords  of  the  manor  of  Allington 


rectors. 

Robert  de  Donam,  anno  25  Ed- 
ward I." 

Odo ibid.x 

William  Sprote , in  1 422.' 

Wm.  Carr,  A.M.  about  1630.* 
Edward  Darby , in  1685. 

John  Richards,  refig.  in  1714. 
Richard  Spencer , A.M.  inftituted 
0£t.  27,  1714. 

Edward  Weller,  1757* 

Hon.  Jacob  Marjham,  S.  T. 
1789.  Prefent  reftor.1 


* Coll.  Bar.  vol.  Hi.  p.  65. 
a Edt.  Thef.  p.  384. 

w Pry nne’s  Records, vol.  iii. p.7 1 z. 

* Ibid.  vol.  iii,  p.  571. 


y Reg.  Roff.  p.  156. 
z MSS.  Twyfden.  He  was  prefented 
by  the  crown. 

a And  prebendary  of  Rochefter. 
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WESTWARD  from  Allington  lies  the  parifh  of 
Ditton,  called  in  antient  records,  Dittune . It  takes 
its  name  from  the  Saxon  words  die  and  tune , which 
fignify  the  village  fituated  on  the  dike , or  trench  of  water. 

The  situation  and  foil  of  this  parifh  is  much  the 
fame  as  that  of  Allington,  lafl  deferibed.  The  high 
road  from  London,  through  Wrotham,  to  Maidflone, 
crolfes  the  middle  of  it,  at  the  thirty- firft  mile  ftonej 
the  village  (lands  on  it,  and  the  church  about  a quar- 
ter of  a mile  further  fouthward,  on  an  afeent,  beyond 
which,  the  parifh  reaches  into  the  large  trail  of  cop- 
pice woods,  which  extends  as  far  as  Teflon  and  Bann- 
ing. The  flream,  from  Bradborne  park  runs  through 
this  parifh  and  village,  acrofs  the  above  road,  and  ha- 
ving turned  two  mills,  one  above  and  the  other  below 
it,  runs  on  to  the  river  Medway,  which  is  the  northern 
boundary  of  this  parifh,  near  the  north-weft  extremity 
of  which,  on  the  road  leading  from  Larkfield  to  New- 
hith,  and  not  far  diflant  from  that  hamlet  and  the  river, 
is  Borough  court.  This  parifh  is  rather  an  obfeure 
place,  and  has  nothing  further  worthy  of  notice  in  it. 

This  parifh,  among  others,  was  antiently  bound  to 
contribute  to  the  repair  of  the  fifth  pier  of  Rochefter 
bridge. 

In  the  woods,  at  the  fouthern  part  of  this  parifh, 
are  many  trees  of  the  mountain  afh,  with  berries,  called 
in  Gerarde,  Sorbus  filveftris,  five  fraxinus  bubula,  the 
quicken  tree , wild  ajh , or  fervice  tree  ;b  and  by  Miller, 
Sorbus  aucuparea,  the  wild fervice3  or  quicken  tree . 

This  place,  at  the  time  of  the  taking  of  the  furvey 
of  Domefday,  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  was  part 
of  the  poffefiions  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of 
Kent,  the  king’s  half  brother,  under  the  general  title 
of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  deferibed  in  it. 


b Johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p.  147 3* 
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llaimo  the  [her iff  holds  of  the  bijhop  (ofBaieux)  Die - 
tune.  It  mas  taxed  at  one  filing.  The  arable  land  is  four 
carucates  In  demefne  there  are  two,  and  20  villeins , 
with  five  borderers,  having  three  carucates.  There  is  a 
church  and  6 Jervants,  and  one  mill  of  10  fh tilings,  and 
eight  acres  of  meadow,  and  3 5 acres  of  pajhire.  IVood for 
the  pannage  of  fix  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Confejjor  it  was  zvorth  8 pounds,  when  he  received  it  1 00 
J, hillings , nozv  8 pounds.  Sbern  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

There  was  at  the  above  time  in  this  parifh  Jikewife 
another  eftate, called  Sifletone,  part  of  the  pofteftions 
alfo  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  which  is  thus  entered  in 
the  fame  book,  immediately  after  that  above  deferibed. 

V it  alis  holds  of  the  bifioop  (ofBaieux)  Sifletone.  It 
was  taxed  at  three  yokes.  The  arable  land  is  one  corti- 
cate. In  demefie  there  is  one  caracate  and  an  half , and 
fix  villeins,  with  one  borderer , having  half  a carucate. 
There  are  fix  fervants,  and  one  mill  of  ioj'.  There  are  ten 
acres  of  meadow,  and  thirty  acres  of  pafiure.  In  the  time 
of  the  Confejjor  it  was  worth  40  / hillings , when  he  received 
it  four  pounds,  now  100  / hillings . In  the  time  of  king  Ed - 
■ward  the  Confejjor,  two  men,  Leuuin  and  Uluuin,  held 
this  land  in  coparcenary,  and  could  turn  tbemfelves  over 
zvith  this  land  to  whomever  they  would. 

The  eftate  firft  deferibed  appears  to  have  been  what 
has  fince  been  known  by  the  name  of  the  manor  of 
Ditton,  with  the  appendant  manor  of  Brampton. 

On  the  difgrace  ot  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  Ditton  be- 
came confifcated  to  the  crown  ; after  which  it  appears 
to  have  been  held  of  the  Clares,  earls  of  Gloucefter,  by 
a family  who  alfumed  their  furname  from  it. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  William  de  Ditton 
held  the  manor  of  Ditton  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  at 
which  time  the  manor  of  Brampton,  once  part  of  it, 
was  held  by  William  de  Brampton  of  the  above  Wm. 
de  Ditton,  and  by  him  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter/  In  the 

£ Book  of  Knights  Fees,  in  the  exchequer. 

beginning 


DITTON.  ^7 

beginning  of  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  Ralph 
de  Ditton  and  Joan  de  I.ewkenore  were  owners  ofthefe 
manors;  after  which  they  both  pafled  into  the  name 
of  Aldon,  and  Thomas  de  Aldon,  in  the  20th  of  king 
Edward  III.  paid  aid  for  both  of  them,  held  in  manner 
as  above  mentioned. 

The  manor,  of  Sifletone  came  to  the  crown 
likewife  on  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and 
was  afterwards  held  by  a family  who  took  their  name 
from  it.  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  and  begin- 
ning of  that  of  king  Edward  I.  William  de  Siflefton 
held  it  of  Wm.  Ditton  above  mentioned,  as  he  again 
did  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter;  from  which  name  it  paf- 
fed  into  that  of  Burgherfh,  and  Robert  de  Burgherlh, 
conftable  of  Dover-caftle,  warden  of  the  five  ports,  and 
a baron  of  this  realm,  died  poffeffed  of  this  manor,  in 
the  34th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  anno  1305/  whofe 
fon  and  heir,  Stephen,  in  the  1 ft  year  of  Edward  II. 
obtained  a charter  of  free  warren  for  all  his  demefne 
lands  within  it.  He  was  fucceeded,  in  the  3d  year  of 
king  Edward  II.  by  Bartholomew  lord  Burgherfh, 
from  whom  this  manor  feems  to  have  pafied  to  Tho. 
de  Aldon,  who,  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
was  likewife  poffeffed  of  the  manor  of  Ditton,  with 
that  of  Brampton,  as  has  been  already  mentioned.  He 
died  in  the  35  th  year  of  that  reign,  anno  1360,8110  thele 
manors  came  into  the  family  of  Paveley,  from  which 
they  pafied  to  that  of  Windlefor,  or  Windfor,  in  the 
jft  year  of  king  Richard  II.  in  which  name  they  con- 
tinued till  the  1 5th  year  of  that  reign,  when  they  were 
conveyed  by  fale  to  Sir  Lewis  Clifford,  K.B.  defcended 
from  the  Cliffords,  of  Clifford  caftle,  in  Herefordfhire, 
whofe  fon,  Wm.  Clifford,  of  Bobbing,  efq.  in  Kent, 
fold  them  in  Henry  V.’s  reign  to  Sir  Wm.  Colepeper, 
whofe  fon,  Sir  Rich.  Colepeper,'  of  Oxenhoath,  fherift 

d Dugdale’s  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  34.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 

6 Philipott,  p.  132 ; and  pedigree  of  Colepeper. 
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in  the  nth  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  died  poflefied  of 
thefe  manors  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  III.  and 
leaving  no  ifiue  male,  his  three  daughters,  Margaret, 
married  to  William  Cotton,  ofOxenhoath;  Joyce  to 
Edmund  lord  Howard ; and  Elizabeth  to  Henry  Bar- 
ham, efq.  became  his  coheirs.  They,  in  the  next  reign 
of  king  Henry  VII.  joined  in  the  fale  of  thefe  manors 
to  Thomas  Leigh,  ot  Sibton,  in  Liminge,  who  left  a 
fon  and  heir,  John  Leigh,  alias  a Legh,  efq.  of  Ad- 
dington, in  Surry  ;f  and  he,  in  the  35th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  exchanged  thefe  manors  with  the  king 
for  other  lands  elfewhere,6  who  next  year  granted, 
among  other  premifes,  his  lordfhips  or  manors  of  Dyt- 
ton,  Syffiyngton,  and  Brampton,  with  all  their  appur- 
tenances, in  Dytton,  Syffiyngton,  Eft  Mailing,  Maid- 
ftone,  and  Brampton,  toSir  Thomas  Wriothefley,  lord 
Wriothefley,  or  Wrifeley,  as  the  name  was  ufually  pro- 
nounced, to  hold  for  his  life,  without  any  rent  or  ac- 
count whatfoever ; and  the  year  afterwards  he  granted 
to  him  the  fee  of  thefe  manors  and  their  appurtenances, 
to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice,  and  the  next  year 
he  had  a grant  of  the  tenths  referved  by  it. 

This  nobleman  was  defcended  from  John  Wryothef- 
ley,  commonly  called  Wrythe,  garter  king  at  arms  in 
the  reigns  of  king  Edward  IV.  ahd  king  Henry  VII. 
who  left  iffue  two  Tons,  Thomas,  likewife  garter  on  his 
father’s  death;  and  William,  York  herald,  whofe  fon 
was  Thomas,  lord  Wriothefley,  above  mentioned.  He 
had  been,  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  created  a ba- 
ron, by  the  title  of  lord  Wriothefley,  of  Titchfield,  in 
the  county  of  Southampton,  and  next  year  made  lord 
chancellor,  in  the  room  of  lord  Audley,  deceafed,  and 
a privy  counfellor,  and  fhortly  afterwards  knight  of 
the  Garter  ;h  and  anno  1 Edward  VI.  being  three  days 
before  the  coronation,  he  was  created  earl  of  Southamp- 

f MSS.  pedigree  of  Leigh.  See  Eaff  Wickham,  vol.  ii.  p.  197. 

1 Deeds  of  Purchafe  and  Exchange.  Augtn.  Olr.  Box  D.  8. 

k Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  ii.  p.  383,  384. 
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ton,  bearing  for  his  arms.  Azure,  a plain  crofs  or,  be- 
tween four  falcons  clofed,  argent.  Soon  after  which, 
that  fame  year,  he  alienated  thefe  manors,  with  their 
appurtenances,  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  of  Mere  worth, 
who  in  the  1 ft  and  2d  year  of  king  Philip  and  queen 
Mary,  conveyed  them  to  Sir  Tho.  Pope,  in  which  name 
they  remained  till  the  next  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
when  they  were  alienated  to  Wifeman ; and  in  the 
24th  year  of  it,  thefe  manors  were  the  joint  property 
of  William,  GeOrge,  and  Philip, -and  John  Wifeman, 
brothers,  as  I conje&ure,  which  Philip,  having  pur- 
chafed  the  {hares  of  the  others,  appears  the  next  year, 
to  have  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  whole  fee  of  them,1 
From  the  name  of  Wifeman  thefe  manors  were  con- 
veyed, in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  to  Sir  Oliver  Bo- 
teler,  of  Tefton,  knight,  in  this  county,  who  died  pof- 
fefied  of  them  in  1632.  His  eldeft  fon,  Sir  John  Bo- 
teler,  of  Tefton,  died  without  ilfue,  upon  which  his 
next  brother,  Sir  William  Boteler,  became  his  heir,  and 
was  created  a baronet  in  1640.  His  great  grand  fon. 
Sir  Philip  Boteler,  bart.  of  Tefton,  died  in  1772,  with- 
out furviving  ifiue,k  and  by  will  gave  one  moiety  of 
his  eftates  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Chart  Sut- 
ton, and  the  other  moiety  to  Elizabeth,  vifcountefs 
dowager  of  Folkeftone,  and  William  Bouverie,  earl  of 
Radnor,  fince  deceafed  ; and  on  a partition  of  thefe 
eftates,  the  manor  of  Ditton,  with  Brampton  and  S)- 
flefton,  or  Sifflington,  as  it  is  now  called,  and  the  ap- 
purtenances belonging  to  them,  was  allotted  to  tnc  Rt. 
Hon.  lady  dowager  Folkeftone,  who  died  in  1782,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  her  only  fon,  the  Hon.  Philip  Bou- 
verie, the  prefent  pofiefior  of  them,  who  has  lince  taken 
the  name  of  Pufcy,  and  is  the  prefent  owner  ol  this 

Borough  court,  the  proper  name  of  which  is 
Brooke-court,  is  a manor  which  lies  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  this  parifh,  at  no  great  diflance  from  --  - 

1 Rot.  Efch.  anno  24  Eliz.  pt.  ii.  Ibid,  anno  25  Ehz.pt.  9. 

k MSS.  pedigree  of  Boteler.  See  Tefton.  Phihpot,  p. 
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hith,  and  the  river  Medway.  It  was  part  of  the  pof- 
fions  of  the  eminent  family  of  Colepeper,  fo  early  as 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  in  the  firft  year  of  which, 
Walter  Colepeper,  efq.  was  found  to  die  pofTelTed  of 
it;  in  whole  defendants  it  afterwards  continued  down 
to  Richard  Colepeper,  efq.  afterwards  knighted,  who 
was  of  Oxenhoath,  in  this  county;  and  died  pofTeffed 
of  this  manor  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  III.  anno 
1484,  leaving  his  three  daughters  his  coheirs;  Mar- 
garet, married  to  William  Cotton,  of  Oxenhoath; 
Joice  to  Edmund  lord  Howard ; and  Elizabeth  to 
Henry  Barham,  of  Tefton. 

After  which  it  was  alienated  to  Francis  Shakerly,  of 
Lancafhire,  the  fecond  Ion  of  Peter  Shakerly,  of  Sha- 
kerly, in  that  county,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent, 
a chevron , vert  between  three  tufts , or  mounts  of\rafs 
of  the  fecond ; who  upon  this  removed  into  Kent/and 
refided  at  Brooke-court.  He  had  lix  fons,  of  whom 
Richard,  the  eldeft,  was  his  heir;  Thomas,  the  fecond 
fon,  was  of  Wrotham ; the  third  fon  was  of  Otham  ; 
and  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  Darel,  ofScot- 
ney,  left  a fon  Francis,  who  was  elefted  fellow  of  All 
Souls  college,  in  1620. 

Rich.  Shakerley,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  was  of  Brooke- 
court,  and  had  iffue  a Ion  John,  born  about  the  year 
1600;  and  a daughter  Mary,  who  was  married  to  Mr. 
Peter  Bewley,  deicended  from  thole  of  Bewley  court, 
in  W old  ham  ; and  fhe,  on  her  brother’s  death,  without 
lftiie,  entitled  her  hufband  to  this  manor.  They  had 
two  daughters,  Elizabeth,  who  died  unmarried,  in 
1638;  and  Mary,  who  became  her  father’s  heir,  and 
carried  this  manor  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Baffe,  of  Suffolk, 
who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II. 
ahenated  it  to  Sir  Thomas  T wilden,  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  court  of  King’s  bench. 

t-  ?r>WarSfeCOnc^  ^on  William  Twyfden,  bart.  of 
^aft  Peck  ham,  by  Anne  his  fecond  wife,  daughter  of 
the  firft  countefs  of  Winchelfea,  and  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1666.  He  afterwards  feated  himfelf  at 
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Bradborne,  in  the  adjoining  parifh  of  Eaft  Mailing; 
and  in  his  defcendants  it  has  continued  down  to  Sir 
John  Papillon  Twifden,  bart.  of  Bradborne,  the  pre- 
sent owner  of  it. 

There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this  manor. 

Ditton-place  is  a manfion  in  this  parifh,  which 
was,  in  the  beginning  of  king  James  I/s  reign,  the  re- 
fidence  of  the  family  of  Brewer,  many  of  whom  lie  bu- 
ried in  this  church,  and  it  continued  with  them  till  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  when,  by  mortgage  or  pur- 
chafe,  it  came  into  the  poHefTion  of  Thomas  Golding, 
efq.  of  Leyborne,  fheriff  in  1703,  who  gave  it  by  will 
to  his  nephew,  Mr.  Thomas  Golding,  of  Ryarfli,  who 
fold  it  to  John  Brewer,  efq.  counfellor  at  law,  whole 
neice,  Mrs.  Carney,  of  Weft  Farleigh,  about  173^, 
reconveyed  it  back  again  to  Mr.  Tho.  Golding,  whole 
fon,  Mr.  John  Golding,  is  now  in  the  pofteflion  of  it. 

CHARITIES. 

Thomas  Golding,  gent,  by  will  in  1704,  gave  a rent 
charge  of  10s.  to  be  paid  yearly  out  of  a houfe  veiled  in  admiral 
Forbes,  in  St.  Leonard ’s-flreet,  in  Town  Mailing,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  to  the  poor  on  Eafter  and  Chriftmas  days,  and  now  of  that 
annual  product. 

The  Rev.  T homas  Tilson,  by  willin  1750,  gave  iool.  in 
money;  the  yearly  produce  to  be  diftributed  annually  on  thefeafts 
of  All  Saints  and  the  Purification,  in  wood  and  wheat  to  the  poor, 
veiled  in  Sir  John  Twifden,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

Ditton  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of  Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  is  a 
fmall  building,  with  a fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end. 

The  church  of  Ditton  was  given,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  II.  by  William,  whofe  furname  is  not  men- 
tioned, though  it  appears  that  he  was  lord  of  this  pa- 
rifh, in  free  and  perpetual  alms,  to  the  canons  of  the 
priory  of  Ledes,  which  was  confirmed  by  Idamo  his 
fon,  likewile  lord  of  Ditton,  and  by  Gualeran,  at  that 
time  bifhop  of  Rochefter. 

Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  the  fucceflbr  of  bifhop  Guale- 
ran, further  granted  to  the  prior  and  canons,  the  par- 
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fonage  of  this  church,  in  perpetual  alms,  and  afligned 
to  them,  in  the  nam^  of  the  parfonage,  one  bezant. 
In  Latin  bezantus.  This  was  a piece  of  money  coined 
by  the  weftern  emperors  at  Conftantinople,  or  Byzan- 
tium ; of  this  there  were  two  forts,  gold  and  filver,  both 
which  pafled  in  England ; the  latter  was  worth  two 
{hillings,  of  which  kind  was  that  above-mentioned. 
It  was  to  be  received  yearly  from  this  church  for  ever, 
by  the  hand  of  the  vicar  of  it,  to  beprefented  by  them, 
and  inftituted  by  the  bifhop.  Bifhop  Richard  de 
V/endover,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  ill.  confirmed 
the  ft  me,  and  granted  that  the  religious  fhould  poflefs 
the  parfonage  and  two  {hillings  per  annum,  as  a pen- 
fion  to  be  paid  by  the  vicar,  who  being  by  them  pre- 
fented  to  the  bifhop,  fhould  poflefs  the  refidue  of  this 
church,  in  the  name  of  the  vicarage  of  it.1  By  which 
it  appears  that  this  church  was  a vicarage  endowed 
with  the  parfonage  of  it,  held  of  the  religious,  by  the 
yearly  penlion  of  two  {hillings,  how  it  came  fince  to 
be  efteemed  a redtory  I know  not. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  ill.  15s.  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  ih  3s.  6d. 

The  patronage  of  this  redtory,  (forfuch  it  fee  ms  to 
have  been  accounted  at  the  diflolution  of  the  priory  of 
Leeds,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.)  was,  toge-* 
ther  with  the  penfion  of  two  {hillings,  and  the  reft  of 
the  pofieftions  of  that  houfe  furrendered  into  the  king’s 
hands,  and  became  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  Richard  Shakerley, 
efq.  was  patron  of  this  church.  The  prefent  patron  is 
the  right  hon.  Heneage,  earl  of  Aylesford,  in  whofe 
family  it  has  been  fome  time. 

The  penfion  of  two  {hillings  yearly,  payable  to  the 
priory  of  Leeds,  as  above-mentioned,  was  fettled  by 
king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  33d  year,  by  his  dotation 
charter,  on  his  new-founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
chefter,  who  now  enjoy  it. 

1 See  the  further  confirmations  of  this  church,  Reg.  Roff.  p.  212. 
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Or  by  whom  prefented. 

Priory  of  Leeds 

The  Queen 

Richard  Shakerley,  efq 


Earl  of  Aylesford 


ai  Reg.  Roff.  p,  426. 
n Rym  Feed  vol.  xv.  p.  348. 
o He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel. 
P He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel, 
q And  vicar  of  Ayiesford. 


SNODLAND. 


NORTHWARD  from  Ditton,  on  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  Medway,  a fmall  part  of  Aylesford  at  New 
Hyth  intervening,  is  Snodland,  called  in  Domefday, 
Esnoiland,  and  in  the  Textus  Roffenjis,  Snodding- 
land  and  Snodiland. 

Snodland  lies  on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river, 
' which  is  its  eaftern  boundary  oppofite  to  Burham. 
The  high  road  from  Stroud  to  Larkfield  goes  through 
the  village,  which  is  fituated  about  half  a mile,  and  the 
church  about  midway  from  the  river.  It  lies  low,  and 
being  near  the  fait  marlhes,  is  not  either  very  plea- 
fant  or  very  wholefome.  In  the  fouthern  part  ot  the 

parifh  the  ftream  which  flows  from  Birling  turns  a pa- 
per 
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per  mill  here,  and  thence  flows  into  the  Medway,  not 
far  from  which  is  Snodland  and  New-Hyth  common. 
In  the  northern  part  of  the  parifh  next  to  Lower  Hai- 
ling, is  the  hamlet  of  Holborough , ufually  called  Ho- 
boroWy  no  doubt  for  Old  Borough,  a name  implying 
the  antiquity  of  this  place.  Many  are  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  ufual  paflage  acrofs  the  river  in  the 
time  of  the  Romans,  was  from  hence  to  Scarborough 
on  the  oppofite  fhore.  However  that  may  be,  Hol- 
borow  was  certainly  known  to  them,  for  in  queen  Eli- 
zabeth’s reign,  an  urn  filled  with  afhes  was  difcovered 
in  digging  for  chalk  on  the  hill  above  this  place,  a fure 
token  of  the  Romans  having  frequented  it.u  In  this 
hamlet  Mr.  John  May  refides  in  a handfome  new-built 
houfe,  near  it  there  rifes  a fmall  brook,  which  flows 
from  hence  into  the  Medway,  at  about  half  a mile 
diftance.  From  this  low  and  flat  country,  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  the  ground  rifes  weftward  up  to  the 
range  of  high  chalk  hills,  where  the  land  becomes 
poor  and  much  covered  with  flints.  Upon  thefe  hills 
among  the  woods  is  an  eftate,  corruptly  called  Punifhy 
for  it  takes  its  name  from  the  family  of  Poucnefle,  or 
Pevenafhe,  written  by  contraction  Ponefhe,  who  were 
pofleffed  of  it  as  high  as  king  Henry  the  Illd’s.  reign, 
in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  it  was  called  Poynyfhe,  and 
was  then  in  poflefflon  ot  the  name  of  Brown,  who  held 
it  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  as  of  his  manor  of  Hai- 
ling.w About  a mile  eaftward  from  the  above  is  a 
farm  called  Lads , which  in  king  Edward  Ps.  reign,  and 
fome  generations  afterwards,  was  in  the  pofleflion  of 
a family  of  that  name,  written  in  deeds  of  thofe  times, 
Lad,  and  Le  Lad. 

This  parifh  ought  antiently  to  have  contributed  to 
the  repair  of  the  ninth  pier  of  Rochefler  bridge. 

u Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  192. 

w Rot.  Efch.  anno  4 and  5 Philip  and  Mary. 

Sir 
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Sir  John  Marlham,  bart.  and  Sir  Charles  Bicker- 
ftaff,  had  a defign  of  fupplying  the  towns  of  Stroud, 
Rochefter,  and  Chatham,  with  frelh  water,  by  bring- 
ing it  from  the  fpring  rifing  at  the  foot  of  Holborough 
hill,  and  others  thereabouts,  by  a cut  or  channel  through 
Hailing  and  Cuxton  thither,  four  miles  of  which  was 
through  Sir  John  Marfham’s  own  lands,  but  after  they 
had  proceeded  two  miles,  finding  fome  obftru&ions, 
which  could  not  be  removed,  but  by  an  ad,  one  was 
procured  for  the  purpofe  in  the  ift  year  of  James  II* 
but  nothing  further  was  afterwards  done  in  it,  for  what 
reafon  does  not  appear. 

In  the  year  838,  king  Egbert,  with  the  confent  of 
his  fon  king  iEthelwulf,  gave  to  Beormod,  bilhop  of 
Rochefter,  four  plough  lands  at  Snoddinglond  and 
Holanbeorge,  with  the  privilege  of  leaving  them  to 
whomever  he  plealed  j and  he  granted  that  the  lands 
Ihould  be  free  from  all  fervice,  to  which  he  added  one 
mill  on  the  ftream,  named  Holanbeorges  bourne,  , and 
on  the  hill  belonging  to  the  king  fifty  loads  of  wood, 
and  likewife  four  denberies  in  the  Weald.  And  in  the 
year  841,  Ethelwulf,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  with 
the  advice  of  his  billiops  and  great  men,  gave  to  the 
bifhop  two  ploughlands  at  Holanbeorges,  in  perpetual 
inheritance,  with  the  like  privilege,  and  that  they 
Ihould  be  free  from  all  regal  fervice. 

Whilft  ^Elfftane  was  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  who 
came  to  the  lee  in  945,  and  died  in  984,  one  Birtrick, 
a rich  man,  who  lived  at  Mcopham,  with  the  confent 
of  Elfswithe,  his  wife,  made  his  teftament,  and  gave, 
after  their  deaths,  his  lands  at  Snodland  to  St.  An- 
drew’s church  at  Rochefter.* 

The  bilhop  of  Rochefter  continued  in  the  pofieflion 
of  this  place  at  the  time  of  taking  the  general  furvey 
of  Domefday,  about  the  15th  year  of  the  Conqueror’s 

* See  Meopham,  vol  i.  of  this  Hillory,  p.  464. 
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reign,  anno  1080,  in  which  record  it  is  thus  entered, 
under  the  general  title  of  that  bifhop’s  lands  : 

The  fame  bijhop  (of  Rochejler)  holds  Efnoiland.  In 
the  time  of  king  Edward  the  ConfeJJ'or  it  was  taxed  at  fix 
fulingSy  and  now  at  three.  The  arable  land  is  fix  caru- 
cates.  In  demefne  there  are  two  carucates  and  ten  vil- 
leins, with  fix  borderers , having  fix  carucates.  There 
is  a church  and  five  fervants,  and  three  mills  of  forty 
Jhillings,  and  thirty  acres  of  meadow , wood  for  the  pan- 
nage of  four  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  and 
afterwards , it  was  worth  fix  pounds , and  nozv  nine 
pounds. 

When  bifhop  Gundulph,  foon  after  this,  following 
archbifhop  Lanfranc’s  example,  feparated  his  revenue 
from  that  of  his  priory,  this  manor,  together  with  Hol- 
borough,  continued  part  of  the  bilhop’s  pofieftions, 
and  was  confirmed  to  the  church  of  Rochefter  by 
archbifhops  Anfelm  and  Boniface. 

On  a taxation  of  the  bifhop’s  manors  next  year,  it 
appeared  that  Holeberge  was  a member  of  the  manor 
of  Hailing,  and  had  in  it  one  hundred  and  ninety-leven 
acres  of  arable  land,  valued  at  four-pence  per  acre  at 
the  moft,  as  there  was  no  marie  there.  That  there 
were  here  fourteen  acres  of  meadow,  fix  acres  of  paf. 
ture,  which  were  fait,  and  three  lately  made  frelh,  each 
acre  at  eight -pence,  and  the  mill  at  twenty  fhillings 
per  annum. 

Hamo,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  year  1323,  new 
built  the  mill  at  Holbergh,  with  timber  from  Perftede, 
at  the  expence  of  ten  pounds/  At  which  time  the 
bifhop  Teems  to  have  had  a park  here. 

The  eftate  of  Snodland  with  Holborow,  ftill  continue  • 
part  of  the  poftefiions  of  the  right  reverend  the  lord 
bifhop  of  Rochefter.  William  Dalyfon,  efq.  of  Weft 
Peckham,  is  the  prefont  lejfee  of  the  bilhop’s  eftate  in 
this  parifti. 

r , t 
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The  family  of  P aimer,  who  bore  for  their  arms. 
Argent,  a chevron  between  three  palmers  /crips,  fable , 
tajjelled  and  buckled , or , refided  for  fome  time  in  this 
parifti,  at  a feat  they  pofiefTed  in  it,  called  The  court- 
lodge.  Several  of  them  lie  buried  in  the  church  of 
Snodland,  particularly  Thomas  Palmer,  who  married 
the  daughter  of  Fitzfimond,  and  died  anno  1407. 
Weaver  recites  his  epitaph  thus,  now  obliterated  : 

Palmers  al  our  faders  were 
I,  a Palmer,  livyd  here 
And  travylled  till  worne  wythe  age 
I endyd  this  worlds  pylgramage 
On  the  blyfl:  A Mention  day 
In  the  cherful  month  of  May 
A thowfand  wyth  fowre  hundryd  feven 
And  took  my  jorney  henfe  to  Heuen 

From  him  defeended  the  Palmers,  of  Tottington, 
in  Aylesford,  and  of  Howlets,  in  Bekelborne,  now 
extindl. 

The  Palmers  were  fucceeded  here  by  the  Leeds’s, 
one  of  whom,  William  Leeds,  lay  interred  in  this 
church,  whofe  afms,  A fefs  between  three  eagles , were 
engraved  in  brals  on  his  tomb,  but  they  are  now  torn 
away  ; to  whom,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  fuc- 
ceeded the  Whitfields,  of  Canterbury.  It  afterwards 
palled  into  the  name  of  Crow,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Mays,  and  it  is  now  the  eftate  of  Mr.  John  May,  of 
Holborough. 

Veles,  alias  Snodland,  is  a manor  in  this  parilb, 
which  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  was  held  as  half 
a knight’s  fee,  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  by  John  de 
Pevenafiie,  John  Harange,  and  Walter  Lad,  as  copar- 
ceners, and  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Ri- 
chard Pevenafiie,  John  dc  Melford,  John  Lade,  and 
Richard  le  Veel,  paid  aid  for  it. 

This  manor  feems  afterwards  to  have  been  wholly1 
veiled  in  the  family  of  Veel,  called  in  deeds  likewife 
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Le  Vitele,  and  in  Latin  Vitulus.  After  they  were  ex- 
tin<5t  here,  it  pafifed  into  the  name  of  Blunt,  and  from 
that  to  Turvye,  of  whofe  heirs  it  was  held  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  by  Richard  Har- 
vey.* It  paffed,  after  fome  intermediate  owners,  by 
fale  to  Crow,  and  from  thence  in  like  manner  to  Mr. 
John  May,  whofe  two  fons,  Mr.  John  and  William 
May,  of  this  parifh,  afterwards  pofiefied  it.  The 
latter  died  in  1777,  on  which  the  entire  fee  of  it  be- 
came veiled  in  his  brother  Mr.  John  May,  of  Holbo- 
rough,  the  prefent  polTelfor  of  it. 

Holloway  court  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  which 
gave  name  to  a family  that  refided  at  it.  Henry  de 
Holeweye  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  III.*  His  defcendant,  William  de 
Holeweye1  poffefled  it  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward I.  from  which  name  it  palfed  into  that  of  Tilgh- 
man,  who  were  owners  of  it  in  the  reign,  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  Many  of  whom  lie  buried  in  this  church, 
bearing  for  their  arms,  Per  fefs  fable  and  argent , a lion 
rampant  regardant , doubled  (jueved  counter  changed, 
crowned , as  they  were  painted  in  very  old  glafs  in  the 
windows  of  this  houfe.  Their  pedigree  is  in  Villn.  co. 
of  Kent,  anno  1619. 

Richard  Tilghman  poffefled  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  IV.  and  in  his  defcendants  it  continued  down  to 
Edward  Tilghman,  efq.  who  was  of  Snodland,  and 
was  twice  married ; by  his  firll  wife  he  had  a fon, 
Francis,  and  by  his  fecond,  two  fons,  the  eldefl  of 
whom,  Whetenhall  Tilghman,  had  part  of  his  father’s 
lands  in  this  parilh,  which  continued  in  his  defcendants 
till  about  the. year  1680,  when  they  were  alienated  to 
Sir  John  Marlham,  bart.  whofe  defcendant,  the  right 
honorable  Charles,  lord  Romney,  is  the  prefent  pof- 
feflor  of  them. 

1 Mr.  Petitt  Fcedarv  of  Kent  his  book. 

1 Philipott,  p.  322.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  602. 
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Francis  Tilghman,  only  fon  of  Edward,  by  his  firft 
wife,  was  of  Snodland,  and  pofieffed  Holoway-coiitt, 
where  he  refided  irt  the  reign  of  king  James  T.  but 
died  without  furVlving  iflfue.  He  palled  away  this 
cftate  by  fale  to  Clotworthy,  defcended  from  thofe  of 
that  namfc  in  Devohfhire,  and  he  by  will  gave  it  to  his 
filter's  fon,  Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  who  alienated  it  to 
Richard  Manley,  efq.  who  refided  here,  and  dying  In 
1684,  was  buried  in  this  church,  leaving  by  Martha, 
daughter  of  John  Baynard,  of  Shorne,  widow  of 
Bonham  Faunce,  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Rochefter  one 
fon,  Charles,  and  a daughter,  Frances,  married  to  Dr. 
Robert  Conny,  hereafter-mentioned.  He  fold  Hol- 
loway court  to  Mr.  John  Conny,  of  Rochefter,  fur- 
geon,  fon  of  Robert  Conny,  gent,  of  Godmanchefter, 
in  Huntingdonlhire,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Sable,  a 
fefs  argent , cotized  or,  between  three  conies  of  the  fecond. 
On  whofe  deceafe  his  eldeft  fon,  Robert  Conny,  of 
Rochefter,  M.  Jt>.  fucceeded  to  it,  and  he  fold  it  to 
Thomas  Pearce,  efq;.  a commiflioner  of  the  navy, 
whofe  three  fons  and  coheirs,  Thomas,  Beft,  and  Vin- 
cent Pearce,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr.  John  May, 
and  his  eldeft  fon,  Mr.  John  May,  of  Holborough,  in 
this  parifh,  now  poflelfes  it. 

CHARITIES. 

William  AlisandeA  gave  by  will  in  1469,  the  annual 
film  of  2I.  12s.  to  be  paid  out  of  land,  and  to  be  diftributed  to 
the  poor  in  bread,  but  this  has  not  been  paid  in  the  memory  of 
anyperlon  now  living. 

Edward  Godden,  gent,  gave  by  will  in  1661,  to  put  out 
poor  children  apprentices,  land  vefted  in  the  churchwardens 
and  overfeers,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  10I. 

Snodland  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jt/Ris- 
diction  of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints.  It  is  a fmall 
mean  building  with  a low  pointed  fteeple. 

The  church  of  Snodland  has  ever  been  appendant  to 
the  manor.  It  has  never  been  appropriated,  but  con- 
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tinues  a re&ory  in  the  patronage  of  the  right  reverend 
the  lord  bifhop  of  Rochefler. 

Much  difpute  having  arifen  between  the  re&or  of 
thisparifh,  and  the  reftor  of  Woldham,  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  river  Medway,  concerning  the  tithe  of 
filh  caught  within  the  bounds  of  the  parifh  of  W old- 
ham  by  the  parifhioners  of  Snodland,  the  fame  was  fet- 
tled, with  the  confent  of  both  parties,  by  the  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  1402,  as  may  be  feen  more  at  large  in  the 
account  of  the  reftory  of  Woldham.b 

This  reftory  is  valued  in  the  king's  books  at 
twenty  pounds,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  two  pounds. 


CHURCH  OF 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  Jirefented. 

Bijhojt  af  Rochejler 


b See  above,  p.  160,  and  Reg.  Roff. 
p.  605. 

c Reg.  Roff.  p.  160. 
d Ibid.  p.  430. 

« Ibid.  p.  128. 
f Ibid.  p.  606. 


SNODLAND. 

RECTO  RS. 

Wynand  de  Dryland , in  1295.' 
John  de  Denyr.gtone , in  1 3 3 8.d 
William  de  MedJeltone , in  1346.* 
Roger  at  Cherche , in  1402.* 
Thomas  Dalby , obt.  October  6, 
1472.* 

Medherjl,  S,  T.  P.  about 

i630.h 

Thomas  % 

John  Walyn , admitted  in  168 1, 
obt.  Jan.  8,  1712.' 

Thomas  Wajher,  1723,  obt. 
1748. 

Lewis  Hughes,  A.  M.  1748,  ob. 
1/93- 

Henry  Wollajlon,  1793,  the  pre- 
fent  redtor. 

g He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church. 

h MSS.  Twyfden. 
i He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church  ; his  fon  was  miniver  of 
Cowdham. 
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PADLESWORTH  NEAR  SNODLAND. 

PADLESWORTH,  commonly  called  Paulsford , 
lies  the  next  parifh  weftward  from  Snodland.  It  is 
called  in  Domefday  Pellesorde,  and  in  the  Text  us 
Roffenfis  P^edleswrtha. 

This  parish  is  very  fmall,  it  lies  between  Snod- 
land and  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hills,  nort’n-weftward, 
on  a chalky  foil,  which  is  but  poor,  the  court-lodge 
with  the  ruins  of  the  church  near  it,  ftands  near  in  the 
centre  of  the  parifh,  which  is  very  obfcure,  and  but 
little  known  to  any  one.  This  parifh  ought  antiently 
to  have  contributed  towards  the  repair  of  the  ninth 
pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. k 

ATTHETiMEof  taking  the  furveyofDomefday,about 
the  year  1080,  this  place  was  part  of  the  vaft  pofleffions. 
of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  the  Conqueror’s  half-bro- 
ther, under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus 
entered  in  that  record  : 

Hugo  de  Port  holds  of  the  bifljop  f of  Baieux ) Pelle- 
forde.  It  was  taxed  at  half  a filling.  The  arable  land 
is  ...  . In  demefne  there  is  one  carucate ,-  and  one  vil- 
lein, with  four  borderers , having  three  oxen . There  is 
a church , and  tzvo  fervants , and  five  acres  of  meadow , 
and  one  acre  of  pa  ft  ure.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzuard 
the  Confejfor  it  was  voorth  twenty  /hillings,  zvhen  he 
received  it  thirty  J hillings , now  forty  /hillings.  Godric 
held  it  of  king  Edward. 

The  property  of  this  place  feems  antiently  to  have 
been  divided  and  in  the  pofTeffion  of  different  owners. 

The  greateftpart  of  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  feems  to  have  been  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
family  of  Chetwode,  one  of  whom,  Robert  de  Chet- 
wode,  exchanged  it  with  Hamo  de  Gatton,  of  I hro.w- 

• k Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  424*  • 

H h 4 ley, 


472  LARK  FIELD  HUNDRED. 

ley,  for  other  lands  in  Bedfordfhire,1  and  he  pafled  it 
away  in  the  fame  reign  to  Sir  Walter  de  Huntingfield, 
who  was  poffefled  of  it  in  the  7th  year  of  Edward  l.™ 

In  the  11th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  he  had  a de- 
mife  in  ferme  from  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bcr- 
mundefey,  of  their  land  of  Padlefworth,  which  Roger 
de  Leyborne  had  formerly  given  them,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  eighty  marcs.  His  fon,  Sir  John  de  Hun- 
tingfield, owned  it  in  the  next  reign  of  Edward  ill. 
when  it  was  certified  to  have  been  held  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  by  Ralph  de  Padlef- 
worth of  William  de  Say,  lord  of  Billing. 

There  was  a remaining  part  of  this  manor,  being 
efteemed  as  one  third  part  of  it,  held  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  III.  by  the  family  of  Bafing,  one  of  whom 
held  it  in  the  1 ith  year  of  that  reign,  from  which  name 
it  went  quickly  after  into  that  of  Charles. 

Richard  Charles  died  peflefled  of  this  third  part  in  the 
firft  year  ofking  Richard  II.  leaving  Richard  and  John, 
the  two  fons  of  his  brother  Roger  Charles  his  next 
heirs.  Alice,  wife  of  Richard  Charles,  the  elder  firft- 
above-mentioned,  at  the  time  of  her  death,  in  the  9th 
year  of  that  reign,  held  of  the  inheritance  of  Richard 
Charles,  his  kinfman  and  heir,  this  third  part  of  the 
manor  of  Padlefworth  in  dower,  excepting  certain 
lands  which  were  of  the  tenure  of  gavelkind,  of  which 
fhe  was  not  endowed,  of  the  king  in  capite  by  knights 
fervice,  and  by  homage  and  fealty,  and  by  the  annual 
caftle  guard  rent  of  twenty-four  {hillings  to  Rochefter 
caftle. 

Soon  after  the  above  time,  the  whole  of  this  manor 
feems  to  have  been  vefted  in  the  name  of  Bele,  from 
whence  it  pafled  to  Bullock,  and  thence  again  by  fale 
to  Diggs,  where  after  flaying  a very  fhort  time,  it  was 
alienated  to  Peckham,  and  he  fold  it  to  Vineley,  who 

' Collins’s  Baronetage,  vok  5,  p.  83. 

Roll  of  Knights  fees  in  the  Remembrancer’s  office. 
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paired  it  away  to  William  Clifford,  efq.  of  Bobbfe- 
court,  and  he  conveyed  it  to  John  Bamberg,"  who  bo?e 
for  h,s  arms  Ajen,  on  a chief  fable,  a In  pajjam  of 
the  firjl.  His  daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth,  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  Nicholas  Wotton,  efq.  and  his  defen- 
dant Sir  Edward  Wotton,  of  Boughton  Malherb,  was, 
by  king  James  I.  created  lord  Wotton,  of  Marley. 
His  fon  and  heir  Thomas,  lord  Wotton,  died  in  the 
6th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  leaving  four  daughters  his 
coheirs,  of  whom,  Catherine,  the  elded,  entitled  her 
hufband,  Henry,  lord  Stanhope,  to  the  pofTcflion  of 
this  manor.  He  died  in  his  fhther’s  life-time,  in  the 
10th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  upon  which  Hie  became 
again  pofiefied  of  it  in  her  own  right,  and  afterwards 
pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  John  Marlham,  efq.  of 
Whornes-place,  in  Cookftone,  afterwards  in  1663 
created  a baronet,  and  his  defcendant,  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles,  lord  Romney,  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  this 
manor. 

It  is  now  held  of  the  manor  of  Swanlcombe,  by 
caftle  guard  rent  to  the  caftle  of  Rochefter. 

Padlesworth  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing 

This  church  was  antiently  efteemed  but  as  a chapel 
t:o  the  adjoining  church  of  Birling.  ‘ It  has  been  long 
in  ruins  ; that  part  of  it  which  is  left  Handing,  is  built 
of  flint,  with  afhler  quoins,  &c.  and  has  been  many 
years  made  ufe  of  as  a barn.  It  Hands  clofe  to  the 
north  fide  of  the  farm-yard  belonging  to  the  manor- 
houfe.  It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  3I.  6s.  8d. 

This  church  feems  always  to  have  been  accounted 
an  appendage  to  the  manor,  as  fuch  the  fine,  cure ■ is 
now  in  the  patronage  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles,  lord 
Romney. 


n Philipott,  p.  266.  From  original  deeds  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Marlham. 
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BIRUNG. 

SOUTH-WESTWARD  from  Padlefworth  lies 
Birling,  fo  named  from  the  plenty  of  pafture  grounds 
in  it. 

This  parish  is  about  three  miles  fquare,  it  lies  in 
rather  an  obfeure  unfrequented  country,  at  the  foot  of 
the  range  of  chalk  hills  called  here  Birling  hills , over 
which  it  extends  to  Punifh  mentioned  before  in  Snod- 
land,  and  to  an  eftate  called  Bog  hurst,  at  which 
Walter,  fon  of  John  de  Bogehurft  refided  in  king  Ed- 
ward the  Ift.’s  reign,  and  then  held  lands  of  the  bifhop 
of  Rochefter,  near  his  park  in  Snodland  j°  there  is  no 
doubt  but  thofe  of  this  name,  now  of  Frindfbury, 
Stroud  and  Rochefter,  are  defeended  from  hence.  The 
foil  of  this  parifh  is  various,  in  the  fouthern  parts  fand, 
near  and  up  the  hills  chalk  and  flints,  and  above  them 
a heavy  red  earth,  much  covered  with  flints;  in  the 
low  parts  there  is  fome  tolerable  fertile  land.  The 
village  and  church  of  Birling  lies  low  on  the  fouthern 
fide  of  the  parilh,  having  the  church  in  it,  between 
which  and  the  foot  of  the  hills  is  Birling-place,  the 
antient  refidence  of  the  Nevills  j there  are  fome  re- 
mains of  it  yet  left;  particularly  of  a gateway  of  ftone, 
reminding  us  of  its  former  condition.  It  is  now  made 
ufe  of  as  a farm-houfe,  a mile  from  hence  eaftward  is 
Comford,  another  feat  of  this  family,  adjoining  to 
which  they  had  a park.  Henry,  lord  Bergavenny,  re- 
fided here,  and  died  at  it,  anno  29  Elizabeth.  It  is 
now  only  a mean  farm-houfe,  and  w-as  it  not  for  the 
mention  of  this  noble  family,  this  parifh  lies  fo  obfeurely 
that  it  would  hardly  be  known  to  any  one.  In  Oxfield, 
adjoining  to  the  church-yard,  many  foundations  have 
been  from  time  to  time  turned  up  by  the  plough  ; 

0 See  Regiftrum  Roffenfe,  p.604. 
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whllft  the  Ncvills  refided here,  probably,  this  place 
was  in  a much  more  flounlhing  Hate  than  it  has  been 
of  later  time.  1 his  panfli  ought  antiently  to  have 
contributed  with  others  to  the  repair  of  the  ninth  pier 
or  Rochelter  bridge.  1 


This  place  was  part  of  the  valt  pofTeflions  of  Odo 
the  great  biiliop  of  Baieux,  and  half  brother  to  the 
Conqueror,  accordingly  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  re- 
cord of  Domefday,  under  the  general  title  of  that  pre- 
late’s lands : r 

Ralph  de  Curbefpine  holds  of  the  bifloop  (of  Baieux) 
Berlinge.  It  was  taxed  at  fix  fulings ! 7he  arable 
land  is  . . • • In  demefne  there  is  one  carucate , and  ten 
villeins y with  f out  teen  borderers , having  fix  carucates. 
there  is  a church  and  fix  fervants , and  one  mill  of  ten 
Jhillings , and  three  hundred  and  thirty  eels , and  afifhery 
of  fixty  cels,  there  are  twelve  acres  of  meadozv , and 
pafure  for  fifty  cattle , wood  for  the  pannage  of  forty 
hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefior  it  was 
worth  twelve  pounds , when  he  received  it  fix  pounds , 
now  twelve  pounds.  Sbern  biga  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

Ralph  de  Curva  Spina,  or  Crookthorne,  as  his  name 
was  Engliflied,  refided  at  Comport,  or  Comford-park, 
in  the  north-eaft  part  of  this  parifh,  where  this  family 
continued  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  when  they 
were  fucceeded  in  their  polTellions  here  by  that  of 
Magminot.p  Walkelin  de  Magminot  died  without 
ifliie  in  the  third  year  of  king  Richard  I.  anno  1 191, 
and  Alice,  his  filter  became  his  heir,  who  carried  this 
manor  in  marriage  to  her  hulband  GeofFry,  fecond  fon 
of  William  de  Say,  who  in  her  right  became  likewile 
pofiTefTed  of  large  eftates  at  Deptford,  Cowdham,  and 
elfewhere  in  this  county.9  His  defcendant,  William  de 
Say,  died  poflefled  of  the  manor  of  Birling,  in  the  23d 


p Camd.  p.  231.  Rot.  E fch.  anno  15  Edward  II.  Reg.  Roff. 
p.  169,  170.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  641. 

9 See  Cowdham  and  Deptford,  vol.i.  p.  346.  vol.  ii.  p.  60. 
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year  of  king  Edward  I.  holding  it  in  capite  by  barony, 
and  in  fome  old  deeds  Birling  is  (tiled  caput  baronize  de 
Say,  that  is  the  capital  feat  of  his  barony.  Thefe  ba- 
ronies were  of  no  determinate  fize,  being  more  or  lefs, 
according  to  the  king’s  grant,  each  of  which  being 
held  in  capite  by  barons,  was  accounted  a compleat  ba- 
rony, notwithftanding  the  difference  in  the  number  of 
fees  contained  in  each.  Thofe  who  held  them  were 
(tiled  barons,  and  as  fuch  were  always  fummoned  to 
parliament.  But  in  the  reign  of  king  John  and  king 
Henry  III.  they  were  fo  greatly  increafed  in  numbers, 
and  began  to  grow  fo  powerful  and  turbulent,  that  king 
Henry,  about  the  50th  year  of  his  feigh,  fummoned 
only  the  belt  of  them  by  writ  to  parliament,  and  king 
Edward  I.  as  well  as  his  fuccefifors,  continued  the  fame 
courfe ; from  which  time  thofe  only  were  accounted 
barons,  who  had  writs  of  fummons  to  parliament,  and 
it  has  been  obferved  that  prudent  king  conftantly  fum- 
moned the  wifeft  men  of  the  mod  ancient  families,  but 
after  their  deaths  omitted  their  fons,  who  equalled  not 
their  parents  in  underftanding.' 

His  fon,  Geoffry  de  Say,  was  fummoned  to  parlia- 
ment, among  the  barons  of  this  realm  in  the  yth  year 
of  king  Edward  II.  as  were  his  feveral  defendants  af- 
terwards. He  died  in  the  1 5th  year  of  that  reign, 
being  then  poffefiPed  of  this  manor,  which  he  held  of 
the  king  in  capite,  as  of  the  barony  of  Mamirtot.4  At 
length  John  de  Say  dying  in  his  minority,  and  in  ward 
to  the  king  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Richard  II  Eliza- 
beth his  filter,  became  his  heir,  and  poffefled  of  this 
manor.  She  married  firft  Sir  John  de  Fallefley,  by 
whom  (he  had  no  ifiue,  and  afterwards  Sir  William 
Heron,  whopofiPeffed  this  manor  and  bore  the  title  of 
lord  Say  in  her  right. 

* Madox’s  Exchequer,  p.  220.  Chauncy’s  flertfbrdfh.  p.  56. 

a Dugdaie’s  Baroneta'ge,  vol.  i.  511,  730. 
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In  the  19th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  he,  together 
with  her,  by  the  name  of  Elizabeth  lady  Say,  levied  a 
fine  of  it  to  them  and  their  heirs  male,  remainder  to 
her  own  right  heirs,  four  years  after  which  (he  died, 
ijpon  which  he  continued  poflefied  of  it  till  his  death 
in  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  the  IVth .[  p.  likew.Te, 
all  which  was  found  by  inquifition  then  taken,  and  fur* 
ther  that  this  manor  was  held  in  capite , and  that  there 
was  here  a capital  meffuage  and  garden  adjoining,  and 
different  lands  therein  mentioned,  feveral  rents  of  afi- 
fize,  a park,  and  two  leets  in  a year,  and  that  after  Sir 
William  Heron’s  death,  this  manor  came  by  the  above 
fine  to  her  heirs,  and  next  of  kin,  being  the  three 
fillers  of  her  father  William  de  Say  and  their  heirs,1 
and  upon  the  partition  of  their  inheritance,  this  manor 
among  other  eftates  was  allotted  to  Sir  William  de 
Clinton,  grandfon  of  Idonea,  the  eldeft  filler,  who 
thereupon  bore  the  title  of  lord  Clinton  and  Say,  and 
having  been  fummoned  to  parliament  till  the  9th  year 
of  king  Henry  VI.  he  died  the  year  afterwards,  leaving 
one  fon,  John  lord  Clinton,  his  next.  heir. u 

Before  which  this  manor  had  been  for  fome  time 
in  feoffees  for  particular  ules,  as  appears  by  an  au- 
tograph in  the  Surrenden  library,  but  on  his  death 
it  became  veiled  in  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  foie  heir 
of  Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Worcefler,  and  lord 
Bergavenny,  fon  of  Sir  William,  the  fourth  fon  of 
Thomas,  earl  of  Warwick,  then  married  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Nevill,  fourth  foil  of  Ralph,  the  firft  earl  of 
Wellmopeland,  by  Joane  his  fecond  wife,  daughter  of 
John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancafter. 

The  anceflor  of  this  family  of  Nevill  was  a Nor- 
man, who  came  into  England  with  the  Conqueror, 
whofe  grandfon  Geoffry  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 

' Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an,  Dugd,  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  730..  See  Coud- 
ham,  vol.  ii.  p.  60. 

u Dudale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  582. 
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who  married  Robert  Fit/maldred,  of  Raby,  in  the  bi- 
fliopric  of  Durham,  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name,  in 
regard  of  his  mother’s  great  inheritance,  affumed  the 
iurname  of  Nevill,  and  his  defcendants,  from  this  prin- 
cipal feat  of  the  family,  were  called  Nevills,  of  Raby, 
and  were  fummoned  to  parliament  by  that  title.  To 
trace  this  numerous  and  illuftrious  family,  who  became 
related,  not  only  to  mod  of  the  greatefl  nobility  in  this 
kingdom,  but  to  the  royal  family  likewife,  would  be 
much  beyond  the  bounds  of  this  volume,  fuffice  it  to 
notice  here,  that  Ralph  Nevill,  earl  of  Weflmoreland, 
by  his  firft  wife,  was  anceflor  of  the  Nevills,  earls  of 
Weflmoreland,  and  Nevill,  lord  Oufley,  and  by  his 
fecond  wife  before- mentioned,  he  had  five  daughters 
and  eight  fons,  mod  of  whom  became  peers  of  the 
realm,  and  became  men  of  great  eminence  and  re- 
nown ; for  Richard  the  elded  became  earl  of  Warwick 
and  Salifbury,  whofe  fon  Richard,  the  great  earl  of 
Warwick,  furnamed  Make  King , ended  in  two  daugh- 
ters, married  to  George,  duke  of  Clarence,  brother  to 
king  Edward  IV. -and  Edward,  prince  of  Wales,  fon 
of  king  Elenry  VI.  and  fecondly,  to  Richard,  duke  of 
Glouccder,  afterwards  king  Richard  III.  John  was 
created  marquis  Montacute,  and  George  was  archbi- 
fhop  of  York;  William  was  in  his  wife’s  right  lord 
Fauconbridge,  and  was  afterwards  made  earl  of  Kent; 
George  was,  by  feoffment  from  his  father,  lord  Lati- 
mer; Edward  was  baron  of  Bergavenny  as  before- 
mentioned,  and  Robert  was  bifhop  of  Durham." 

The  arms  of  Beauchamp  are  carved  in  feveral  places 
on  the  roof  of  Canterbury  cloyflers,  as  are  thofe  of  the 
family  of  Nevill,  with  feveral  impalements,  as  they  are 
on  the  church  itfelf  there,  and  on  the  flone  gateway 
leading  to  it,  built  about  king  Henry  VI Ith’s  reign. 

Sir  Edward  Nevill,  doing  his  homage  for  the  lands 
of  his  wife’s  inheritance  in  the  14th  year  of  Henry  VI. 

w Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  287  to  p.  313. 
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anno  1435,  had  pofleffion  of  them  accordingly,  e'x- 
ceptmg  the  caftle  and  lordlhip  of  Bergavenny?  Not- 
Withftandmg  tire  want  of  pofleffion  of  which,  he  had  anno 
19  k.ng  Henry  VI  m h.s  wrfe’s  right,  the  title  of  lord 
Bergavenny  according  to  the  antient  cuftom  of  the 
realm,  though  he  was  not  fummoned  to  parliament  till 
ten  years  afterwards.  He  died  anno  19  Edward  IV 
being  then  pofleffed  as  tenant  by  the  courtefy  0fEn</ 
land,  of  the  inheritance  of  Elizabeth  his  wife,  of  tins 
manor,  with  Mereworth  in  this  county,  among  others 
This  cuftom  of  being  tenant  by  courtefy  was  neve- 
gainfaid  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  Mr 
Wimbifhe  took  upon  him  the  ftyle  of  lord  Talbois.  in 
right  of  his  wife,  having  had  no  iffuc  by  her;  when, 
for  avoiding  great  inconveniences  which  might  arile 
from  it,  the  king,  aflifteu  both  by  the  civil  and  tempo- 
ral lawyers,  gave  fentence— that  no  man,  hufband  of  a 
baronefs,  fhould  in  her  right  ufe  the  title  of  her  dignity7 
until  he  had  a child  by  her,  by  which  he  fhould  be- 
come tenant  by  courtefy  of  her  barony,  for  then  by 
the  law  of  England,  which  gave  him  title  to  the  ba- 
rony, he  had  alfo  title  to  the  dignity,  as  parcel  of  the 
fame  inheritance. 


Edward  Nevill,  lord  Bergavenny,  left  by  his  wife 
abovementioned,  Sir  George  Nevill,  lord  Bergavenny, 
who  fucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  and,  as  his  father 
had  before  done,  attached  himfelf  ftrongly  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  houfe  of  York.  He  died  in  the  7th  year 
of  king  Henry  VII.  anno  1492,  and  was  buried  in  the 
priory  of  Lewes,  in  Suflex,*  leaving  feverai  fons  and 
daughters,  of  whom  George  became  his  heir;  Edward 
was  attainted  and  executed,  whole  defendants  fucceed- 
ed in  procefs  of  time  to  the  title  of  Bergavenny;  Tho- 
mas, who  was  of  the  privy  council,  and  fecretary  of 
ftate  to  king  Henry  VIII.  whofe  only  daughter  and 
heir,  Margaret,  married  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  of  Me- 
reworth.- 


* Coll.  Peer.  vol.  vi.  p.  500.  Dag.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  309. 
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Sir  George  Nevill,  lord  Bcrgavenny,  fucceeded  his 
father  in  this  manor ; and  afterwards,  on  the  caftle  and 
manor  of  Abergavenny  becoming  veiled  in  the  crown, 
by  the  death  of  Jafper  duke  of  Bedford,  Henry  Tv  III. 
granted  them  to  him,  as  unto  the  true  and  rightful 
heir  upon  a petition  of  right  exhibited  by  him  to  the 

king.  . 

In  the  13th  year  of  that  reign,  anno  1497,  when  the 

Cornifh  rebels  encamped  on  Blackheath,  he,  with  di- 
vers other  lords,  by  their  great  credit  and  power,  pre- 
vented this  county  from  joining  with  them  ; and  he 
had  a fhare  in  the  vi£tory  obtained  over  them  foon  af- 
terwards. In  the  ad  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  he  was 
made  conftable  of  Dover  caftle  and  warden  of  the 
cinque  ports.  In  the  5th  year  of  that  reign  he  was 
elected  knight  of  the  Garter,  and  was  afterwards  with 
the  king  at  the  fteges  of  Terouenne  and  Tournay,  and 
in  the  12th  year  of  it  was  prefent  at  the  memorable 
interview  between  king  Henry  and  Francis  I.  in  the 
plain  between  Guifnes  and  Ardres.  His  arms,  within 
the  garter,  are  ftill  remaining  in  the  eaft  window  of  Bir- 
ling  church,  containing  four  quarterings ; ift.  Nevill; 
2d.  Warren;  3d.  Clare  and  Defpencer quartered.  4th. 
Beauchamp.  Having  married  Mary, daughter  ofEdw. 
duke  of  Buckingham,  he  was  fufpetted  of  being  privy 
to  thofe  treafonable  attempts  with  which  the  duke  was 
then  charged,  for  which  he  was  imprifoned,  though  he 
was,  not  long  afterwards,  received  into  favour.  He 
died  in  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  poflefled  of 
this  manor,  which  then  confifted  of  the  manor,  with 
its  appurtenances,  feven  mefliiages,  and  two  thoufand 
acres  of  land,  in  Birling,  Ryarfti,  and  Addington,  the 
advowlon  of  Birling,  and  the  re&ory  of  the  church  of 
All  Saints  in  it,  and  he  pofiefled  likewife  a toft,  pidgeon 
houfe,  and  five  hundred  acres  of  arable,  meadow,  paf- 
ture,  and  wood,  in  thofe  parilhes,  which  he  had  pur- 
chafed  of  Reginald  Peckham  ; having  by  his  will  en- 
tailed moft  of  his  lands,  in  failure  of  heirs  male  of  his 
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own  body,  to  the  heirs  male  of  his  brother.  Sir  Edward 
Nevill,  the  remainder  in  fee  to  his  own  right  heirs, 
and  ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of 
Birling  p he  was  three  times  married. 

Henry  Nevill,  lord  Bergavenny,  his  Ton  and  fuc- 
cefifor,  by  his  fecond  wife  Mary,  above  mentioned,  was 
fummoned  to  parliament  in  the  3d  and  4th  year  of 
king  Edward  VI. 

On  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt’s  infurredtion  in  this  county, 
in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mary,  he  raifed  a body  of 
forces  to  oppofe  him,  and  overtaking  a party  of  his  ad- 
herents at  Blackfoil-field,  in  the  parifh  of  Wrotham, 
engaged  and  routed  them  there,  great  numbers  being 
killed  ; after  which  he  purfued  them  near  four  miles, 
and  took  fixty  of  them  prifoners.  He  died  at  his  feat 
of  Comford,  in  the  29th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  anno  1586,  and  was  buried  at  Birling  with  great 
folemnity. 

By  the  inquifition,  taken  that  year,  he  was  found  to 
die  pofiefied  of  the  manor  of  Birling,  and  the  manor 
and  redtory  of  All  Saints  of  Birling,  and  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  vicarage  of  it  j and  that  his  daughter, 
by  Frances  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Manners, 
earl  of  Rutland,  then  aged  thirty  two,  was  his  foie 
heir,  and  was  married  in  the  17  th  year  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, to  Sir  Thomas  Fane.  She  challenged  the  title 
of  baronefs  of  Bergavenny  againft  Edward  Nevill,  fon 
of  Sir  Edward  Nevill,  a younger  brother  of  George,  lord 
Bergavenny,  father  of  this  laft  mentioned  Henry,  lord 
Bergavenny.  This  Sir  Edward  Nevill  had  been  a great 
favourite  of  king  Henry  V III.  and  was  faid  to  refemble 
the  kingmuchin  perfon;  but  in  the  29th  year  of  that 
reign  he  wasacculed,  and  found  guilty,  wuth  others,  of 
maintaining  a correfpondence  with  cardinal  Poole,  and 
was  thereupon  attainted  and  beheaded,  by  which  he 
forfeited  to  the  king  all  his  remainder  in  his  brother  s 

y Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  31c.  Coll.  Peerage,  vol.  vi.  p/  .502. 
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lands,  entailed  on  him,  who  died  pofiefied  of  the  re- 
mainder, as  did  alfo  king  Edward  VI.  but  queen  Mary, 
anno  2 and  3 Philip  and  Mary,  reftored  his  Ton,  Edw.’ 
Nevill,  by  ad  of  parliament,  to  the  remainder  forfeited, 
lb  long  as  there  fhould  be  any  heir  male;  but  the  re* 
mainder  to  the  heirs  general,  was  referved  to  the  queen. 
He  left  two  Tons,  Edward  above-mentioned,  who  was 
reftored  to  the  title  oflord  Bergavenny;  and  Henry  of 
Billingbear,  in  Berkffiire,  from  whom  the  Nevills  of 
that  county  are  defcended,  on  which  Sir  Edward  Ne- 
vill the  caftle  of  Bergavenny  had  been  fettled,  both 
by  teftament  and  ad  of  parliament.  The  difpute  was 
not  determined  till  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  I. 
anno  1602,  when  after  great  arguments  on  each  fide, 
the  title  of  baron  of  Bergavenny  was,  both  by  judg- 
ment of  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  order  of  the  lords  com- 
miffioners  for  the  office  of  earl  marflial,  decreed  for  the 
heirs  male;  and  to  give  fome  fatisfadion  to  the  heir 
female,  the  king,  by  his  letters  patent,  granted  the  dig- 
nity of  baronefs  le  Defpencer  to  her  and  her  heirs, 
from  whom  the  prefent  lord  le  Defpencer  is  defcend- 
ed; which  Edward  Nevill,  thus  claiming  the  barony 
and  honour  of  Bergavenny,  died  in  the  31ft  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  poftefted  of  this  manor  and  redory 
of  Birling,  and  the  manors  of  Ryarfh,  Yalding,  and 
Luddefdon,  in  this  county,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Ed- 
ward Nevill,  his  eideft  fon,  who,  in  the  1 ft  year  of 
king  James,  had  the  title  of  baron  of  Bergavenny  or 
Abergavenny,  as  it  became  now  to  be  generally  called, 
confirmed  to  him,  as  above  mentioned  ; and  the  year 
after  he  claimed  the  title  of  the  earl  of  Weftmoreland, 
as  heir  male,  but  it  was  determined  againft  him.  He 
married  Rachel,  daughter  of  John  Lennard,  efq.  of 
Knoll,  in  Sevenoke,  by  whom  he  had  feveral  fons  and 
daughters;  of  the  former.  Sir  Henry  Nevill,  the  eideft 
fon,  fucceeded  him  in  title  and  eftates ; and  Sir  Chrifto- 
pher,  the  third  fon,  will  be  mentioned  hereafter.  Edward 
lord  Abergavenny  died  in  1622,  and  was  buried  with 

his 


BIRLING  483 

his  anceftors  at  Biding,  whofe  defcendant,  George  lord 
Abergavenny,  dying  at  length  without  ifiue,  in  1695, 
was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  in 
London ; upon  which  the  title  of  lord  Abergavenny, 
as  well  as  this  manor  and  eftate  of  Biding,  defeended 
to  the  heirs  male  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Nevill,  next  fur- 
viving  fon  of  Edward  lord  Abergavenny,  and  Rachel 
his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Lennard,  efq.  of  Knoll.2 

Sir  Chriftopher  Nevill  was  feated  at  Newton  St. 
Low,  in  Somerfetfhire,  and  was  made  knight  of  the 
Bath  at  the  coronation  of  king  Charles  I.  and  dying  in 
1649,  was  buried  at  Birling.  His  grandfon,  George 
Nevill,  who  was  feated  at  Sheffield,  in  Suflex,  had  two 
Tons,  George,  who  fucceeded  as  lord  Abergavenny  in 
1695,  as  above  mentioned;  and  Edward,  who  was 
father  of  William  lord  Abergavenny,  and  died  in 
1701.  George  lord  Abergavenny,  with  the  title,  be- 
came poffefTed  likewife  of  this  manor  of  Birling,  and 
had  two  fons,  George  and  Edward,  who  fucceeded 
each  other  in  the  title. 

He  died  in  1721,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft 
fon,  George  lord  Abergavenny,  who  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Edward  Thornicroft,  efq.  of  W eft- 
minfter,  and  dying  without  iifue,  in  1723,  was  fuc- 
ceeded in  title  and  this  manor  by  his  brother,  Edward 
lord  Abergavenny,  who  married  Catherina,  daughter 
of  lieutenant  general  Tatton,  and  dying  without  if- 
fue,  in  1724,  in  the  19th  year  of  his  age,  was  fuc- 
ceeded in  title  and  this  manor  by  William  Nevill,  Ion 
and  heir  of  Edward  Nevill,  only  brother  ot  George 
lord  Abergavenny,  father  of  George  and  Edwaid,  the 
laft  lords  Abergavenny  above  mentioned.  . . 

William  lord  Abergavenny  married  Catharina,  lady 
Abergavenny,  widow  of  Edward,  the  late  lord,  an 
by  her  had  a fon,  George.  Fie  married  fecondly, 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Thomas  earl  of  Pembroke,  and 
by  her  had  three  daughters  and  one  fon ; he  died  at 

2 Coll.  Peer.vol.  vi.  p.  508.  Dugd.  Bar.  voL  i.  P-  311- 

_ . Bath, 
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Bath,  in  1744,  and  was  buried  at  Eaft  Grinded,  and 
was  fucceeded  in  title  and  this  eftate  by  his  only  Ion 
by  his  fir  ft  wife,  George  lord  Abergavenny  ;a  who  was, 
by  letters  patent,  dated  May  1784,  further  advanced 
to  the  titles  of  vifcount  Neville  of  Birling,  in  Kent, 
and  earl  of  Abergavenny  in  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
lit  mamed  Henrietta,  widow  or  the  Hon.  Richard 
1 emple,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Pelham,  efq.  of 
Stan  more,  in  Sutlex,  by  whom  he  had  leveral  chil- 
dren, and  dying  in  1785,  was  buried  at  Eaft  Grin- 
ded, being  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Henry  earl  of  Abergavenny,  the  prelent  pofleffor  of 
this  manor,  the  church  of  Birling,  and  the  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage  of  it.  He  married  the  daughter  of  John 
Robin  ion,  eiq.  of  Sion  hall,  in  Middlelex,  by  whom 
he  has  feveral  children.  He  bears  for  his  arms,  Gules, 
011  aJ«tofr  argent,  a rofe  of  the  firft,  barbed  and  fee ded 
■p>  oper  ; for  his  creft,  In  a ducal  coronet  or,  a bull's  head 
a 1 gent,  pied  fable,  armed  of  the  fir f,  and  charged  on  the 
neck  with  a rofe  gules ; and  for  his  fupporters,  Two 
bulls  argent,  pied  fable,  armed,  unruled,  collared  avid 


the  fattier  plain. 
•‘eight  quarrerings. 


The  Old  leat  of  the  lords  Abergavennv  in  this  pa- 
ri Ih  has  been  long  lince  negleded,  and  the  park  dif- 
. parked  ; nor  have  this  family  refided  here  for  manv 


a Coll.  Peer.  vol.  vi.  P.  509,510.  b Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  424. 
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Birling  is  within  the  ecclesiastical'juris- 
diction  of  the  dioceje  of  Rocheder  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints,  is  a 
handfome  building,  confiding  of  a nave,  fouth  ifle, 
and  chancel.  It  has  a good  tower  at  the  wed  end  of  it. 

The  church  of  Birling,  with  certain  land  in  this 
parifli,  was  given  by  Walkelin  de  Maminot,  lord  of 
this  place,  in  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Henry  II.  anno 
1 168,  to  the  priory  of  Bermondfey,  in  perpetual  alms; 
which  gift  was  confirmed  by  that  king.  Soon  after 
which  it  feems  to  have  been  confirmed  and  appropri 
ated  to  it  by  Walter,  bilhop  of  Rocheder,  at  the  king’s 
requed;  and  again  more  amply  by  the  bifiiops  Gua- 
leran  and  Gilbert,  his  fucceflor ; and  again  by  the 
Says,  as  heirs  to  the  Maminots;  and  by  Geoffry  de 
Say,  who  married  Alice,  fider  and  coheir  of  Wakelin 
Maminot.  The  prior  and  convent  of  Rocheder,  in 
1270,  John,  prior  of,  and  the  convent  of  St.  Saviour, 
Bermondfey,  acknowledged  an  annual  penfion  of  20s. 
due  from  this  church  to  the  bilhop  of  Rocheder, 
which  penfion  continues  to  be  paid  to  the  bilhops  of 
that  fee. 

Upon  a writ  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
the  bilhop  certified,  that 


felled  the  appropriation 


taxed  at  ten  pounds,  and  that  the  religious  y/ere  not 
refident  upon  it.c 

Richard  Mann,  perpetual  vicar  of  this  church, 
about  the  year  1447,  anno  26  Henry  VI.  made  com- 
plaint to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  of  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  the  revenue  of  the  vicarage  for  his  main- 
tenance, and  that  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bermond- 
fey, proprietaries  of  this  church,  refilled  to  augment 
the  portion  of  it  ; and  he  fet  forth  that  the  produce 
and  income  belonging  to  the  vicar  and  vicarage,  did 


Regiftrum  Roffenfe,  p.  126,  127- 
I i 3 


not 
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not  exceed  the  annual  value  or  fum  of  4I.  15s.  8d. 
in  the  tithes  of  calves,  milk,  and  foals  8s.  yearly  j 
in  the  tithes  of  lambs,  wooi,  pigs,  geefe,  apples,  hemp, 
and  in  the  tithes  of  the  oblations  of  the  four  days 
yearly  ; and  for  fheep  and  cows  forty- one  Shillings 
and  twelve-pence,  in  the  penfion  paid  to  the  vicar  by 
the  abbot  and  convent  forty-four  fhillings  and  ten- 
pence.  And  further,  that  the  portion  of  the  vicar 
and  vicarage  had  been  for  fome  time,  and  was  then 
inefficient,  incompetent,  and  too  flender ; and  that 
he  could  not,  out  of  it,  be  fupported  in  a proper 
manner,  nor  undergo -the  rights  and  burthens  incum- 
bent on  him,  or  his  vicarage,  nor  ufethat  hofpitality 
which  he  ought  and  was  bound  to  do.  That  the  pa- 
rifh  church  had  a large  and  extended  parilh,  contain- 
ing fixmiles  in  circuit,  having  fome  of  the  parishioners 
of  both  fexes  two  miles  or  thereabout  diflan t from 
the  church,  which,  when  there  was  occafion,  he  was 
bound  tovifit,  and  toadminifler  to  them  the  church 
offices  and  facraments.  That  the  manfion  of  the  vi- 
car there,  and  the  buildings  belonging  to  it,  were, 
through  the  negligence  of  the  abbot  and  convent,  in 
a ruinous  ftate,  and  would  very  foon,  fall  to  the 
ground  which  if  they  fhould  they  could  not  be  re- 
built again  for  twenty  pounds.  That  he  the  vicar 
had  exercifed  the  no  fmall  cure  of  fouls  of  the  parifh 
church,  of  one  hundred  parifhioners,  or  thereabouts, 
although  with  great  inconvenience,  and  in  great  mi- 
fery  and  want  during  the  whole  time  of  his  having 
been  vicar,  and  had  employed  himfelf  in  every  reli- 
gious duty  to  the  bell  of  his  abilities,  and  (till  con- 
tinued fo  to  do.  That  the  portion  of  the  fruits  and 
profits  of  the  parifh  church,  belonging  to  the  abbot 
and  convent,  proprietaries  of  it,  had  been  from  the 
time  of  the  appropriation  of  it,  and  was  then  fo  rich 
and  abundant,  that,  according  to  common  eftima- 
tion,  the  portion  of  the  vicar  might  well  be  augmented 
out  of  it  to  the  value  of  twenty  marcs  flerling,  or 

thereabout ; 
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thereabout;  and  that  the  abbot  and  convent,  al- 
though they  had  been  often  requeued,  to  augment 
the  portion  of  the  vicarage,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the 
church,  in  a competent  manner,  had,  without  al- 
ledging any  reaton,  always  refuled  it,  or  at  leail  defer- 
red it  beyond  realon,  to  the  great  damage,  &c.  Upon 
which  it  was  decreed,  that  the  prior  and  convent 
fhould  augment  the  portion  of  the  vicarage  out  of  the 
fruits  and  profits  of  this  church,  or  in  money,  to  the 
amount  of  eight  marcs  flerling,  beyond  the  antient 
portion  of  it,  within  the  fpace  of  one  month  ; and 
they  were  condemned  in  all  coils,  &c.  but  on  their 
negledling  to  obey  this  decree,  a further  one  was 
made,  that  in  fatisfa&ion  of  the  payment  of  the  laid 
eight  marcs,  there  fhould  be  fet  apart  and  afligned  to 
the  vicar,  and  his  fuccefiors,  (at  his  requell)  the 
tithes,  as  well  great  as  fmall,  yearly  accruing  and 
arifing  from  the  lands,  fields,  and  places  below  the 
lane,  vulgarly  called  Benetis-lane,  weftward,  and  from 
the  north  fide  of  the  laid  lane,  according  to  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  this  parifh,  to  thofe  of  the  panfh  of 
Snodland  on  the  north  fide,  and  from  thence  to  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  the  parifh  of  Eaft  Mailing  on  the 
eafl  fide,  to  the  common  paflure  of  Hordo,  and  from 
thence  to  the  fouth  end  of  Benetis-lane  aforelaid,  &c. 

When  the  church  of  Birling,  and  the  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage  paffed  from  the  above  mentioned  monaf- 
tery,  I have  not  found,  but  it  appears  by  an  inrol- 
ment  made  in  chancery,  and  now  in  the  Augmenta- 
tion-office, that  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  111. 
George  Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny,  was  pofiefied  of  a 
barn,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  late  be- 
longing to  that  monallery,  and  then  inclofed  in  the 
park  of  Birling,  and  aEo  of  the  redlory  of  Bir  ing, 
and  all  tithes,  tenths,  &c.  belonging  to  it,  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage  late  belonging  to  the  abbot 

and  convent.  Since  which,  they  have  defcendcd 

, • . down 
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down  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry,  earl  of  Abergavenny, 
the  prefent  owner  and  patron  of  them. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
61.  9s.  4H.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  12s.  n|d.d 


CHURCH  OF  B I RUNG. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefent  ed.  vicars. 

Abbot  and  convent  of  Bermondfey.  Richard  Mann , in  1487.' 

Nevill's  Lords  Abergavenny Philip  Shatterthwaite,  D.  D.  fe- 

quefiered  in  1642/ 

Thomas  Guns,  ejected  in  1662.* 
Michael  Rabbett,  inft.  1659,  ob. 

March  2$,  1692. '* 

Theophilus  Beck,  A.  M.  ob.  Ocfh 
1715.' 

Thomas  Winterbottom , 1715,  ob. 

I7I7-k 

Hugh  Pugh,  obit.  May  19, 
1 7 1 8.1 

Edward  Holme,  1757,  obt.  Jan. 
li  1 782.ro 

William  Humphry , 1782,  the 
prefent  vicar." 


pt.  l’i. 


d Eft.  Thef.  p.  3S3.- 
e Reg.  Roff.  p.  172. 
f Walker’s  Suff.  of  Clergy, 
p.  366. 

S Ejefted  by  the  Barth,  aft.  See 
Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter,  p.  286. 
h He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

* He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church.  He  was  alfo  reftor  of 
Barming,  and  formerly  vicar  of  Re- 
ceiver and  reftor  of  Afliurft. 


k Likewife  reftor  of  Afhurft. 

1 Alfo  curate  of  Otford. 

® That  year  a difpenfation  parted 
for  his  holding  Kemfing  vicarage  with 
Seal  annexed,  together  with  this  vi- 
carage. See  an  account  of  his  charity 
fchool  before  under  Leyborne,  p.  210. 

n Difpenfation  parted  in  1782  for 
him  to  hold  Kemfing  with  Seal  an- 
nexed, together  with  this  vicarage. 


R Y A R S H. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Billing  lies  Ryarfh,  com- 
monly called  Rafh.  In  Domefday  it  is  called  Riefce , 
and  in  the  Textus  Roffenjis , Reiersce. 

The  parish  of  Ryarfh  is  rather  an  unfrequented 
place,  more  healthy  than  it  is  either  pleafant  or  fer- 
tile. 
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tile.  It  is  in  length  about  two  miles,  but  in  breadth 
it  is  very  narrow.  The  water,  called  Addington 
brook,  erodes  the  center  of  the  parilh  eaftward,° be- 
yond which  it  extends  fouthward  up  to  the  hioh  road 
from  London  through  W rot  ham  to  Maidftone,  and 
beyond  it  about  half  a mile  to  Farther  well , Mr.  Oli- 
ver Golding’s,  fituated  at  the  boundary  of  the  parith, 
within  a very  fmall  diftance  from  Ofham-ftreet.  The 
village  Hands  clofe  on  the  north  fide  of  the  above 
brook,  with  the  church  about  a quarter  of  a mile  eaft- 
ward  from  it,  almoft  adjoining  to  Ley  borne  parilh, 
hence  the  ground  rifes  northward,  where,  at  near  a 
mile’s  diftance,  is  another  hamlet,  called  Ryarfh  like- 
wife,  which  is  larger  than  the  former  village.  The  foil 
between  the  two  villages  is  a deep  unfertile  fand,  but 
on  the  rifing  ground  fouthward  of  the  turnpike  road 
it  borders  much  upon  the  quarry  rock. 

This  manor  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  was 
part  of  the  pofTeffions  of  Odo,  bifliop  of  Baieux,  the 
king’s  half-brother,  under  the  general  title  of  whole 
lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  book  of  Domefday. 

Ihe  fame  Hugh  (de  Port)  holds  of  the  b if  hop  (of 
Baieux J Riefce.  It  was  taxed  at  two  filings  and  an 
half.  The  arable  land  is  five  can’ cates.  In  deinefiie 
there  are  two , and  ten  villeins , with  two  borderers , ' 
having  three  carucates.  I here  is  a church  and  ten  Jer- 
vants,  and  a mill  of  ten  /hillings  y and  nine  acres  of 
meadow.  IV odd  for  the  pannage  of  five  hogs.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor  it  was  worth  eight 
pounds , when  he  received  it  one  hundred  J hillings , now 
fix  pounds.  Alured  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

On  the  dilgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  about  the 
year  1084,  his  lands  and  pofTeffions  wereleized  on  by 
the  king,  and  confifcated  to  his  ufe.  Soon  after 
which  this  manor  feems  to  have  been  granted  to  the 
family  of  Crefcie,  one  of  whom  is  mentioned  in  the 
Battle  Abbey  Roll,  as  furviving  after  the  battle  of 
Haftings. 


W iliiarn 
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William  de  Crefcie  pofiefled  tliis  manor  in  the 
reign  of  king  John,  in  the  5th  year  of  which-  reign, 
he  obtained  a charter  of  liberties  in  Ryarfti  and  Bir- 
ling ; his  defendant,  Hugh  de  Crefcie,  died  in  the 
47th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  without  iffue,  and  Ste- 
phen de  Crefcie,  his  brother,  became  as  his  heir  enti- 
tled to  this  manor.  At  the  latter  end  of  the  next 
reign  of  king  Edward  L John  de  Mowbray  held  it,  as 
appears  by  antient  court  rolls  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  as  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Bedford.0 

Being  afterwards  difcontented  concerning  fome 
part  of  his  wife’s  inheritance,  (flie  was  Aliva,  daugh- 
ter and  coheir  of  William  de  Brewes)  being  kept  from 
him,  he,  with  other  great  men,  took  up  arms,  but 
being  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Boroughbridge,  in 
Yorkshire,  in  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  he 
was,  there  taken  prifoner,  and  carried  to  York,  where 
he  was  hanged,  and  his  eftates  confifcated  to  the 
crown. 

His  defcendants  were  fummoned  to  parliament  as 
lords  Mowbray,  of  Axkolme,p  one  of  them  John  lord 
Mowbray,  was  created  earl  of  Nottingham  on  the 
day  of  king  Richard  the  Ild.’s  coronation,  with  this 
fpecial  claufe  in  the  charter  of  his  creation.  That 
all  his  lands  and  tenements,  of  which  he  was  then 
poffefTed,  or  fhould  afterwards  purchafe,  lhould  be 
held  fub  honor e comitali,  and  as  parcel  of  his  earldom. 
He  enjoyed  this  honor  only  till  the  1 8th  year  of  his 
age,  and  then  died  in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign,  and 
was  buried  in  the  church  of  the  Carmelites,  near  Fleet- 
ftreet,  London. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas,  his  brother,  who 
two  days  afterwards  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  per  cirMutam  giddily  and  by  pa- 
tent in  the  9th  year  of  the  above  reign,  anno  1385. 

0 See  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  121  etfeq. 

F See  Cotton’s  Records,  p.  95,  96.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.i.  p.  127. 

He 
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He  had  granted  to  him  the  title  and  office  of  earl 
marfhal  of  England,  being  the  firft  earl  marlhal  of 
England,  for  before  they  were  only  marfhals,  and 
ltood  then  in  fuch  favor  with  the  kino  that  ac 
knowledging  his  juft  and  hereditary  title  to  bear  for 
his  creft,  A golden  leopard , with  a white  label , which 
of  right  belonged  to  the  king’s  eldeft  fon,  he  by  his 
letters  patent  granted  to  him  and  his  heirs,  authority 
to  bear  The  golden  leopard  for  his  crejt,  with  a coronet 
of  filver  about  his  neck , inftead  of  the  labels  Of  which 
office  he  had  a confirmation  in  the  20th  year  of  it 
with  a union  of  the  office  of  marfhal  in  the  courts  of 
king’s  bench  and  exchequer,  with  other  privileges 
annexed  to  them,  and  that  he  and  his  heirs  male,  ^y 
reafon  of  their  office  of  earl  marfhal,  fhould  bear  a 
golden  truncheon  enamelled  with  black  at  each  end, 
having  at  the  upper  end  of  it  the  king’s  arms,  and  at 
the  lower  end  their  own  arms.  And  next  year  the 
king  advanced  him  to  the  title  of  duke  of  Norfolk, 
his  grandmother  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  ofTho 
mas  of  Brotherton,  being  the  fame  day  created  du- 
chefs  of  Norfolk  for  life. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  favors,  he  was  banifhed  next 
year,  for  having  brought  accufations  againft  Henry, 
duke  of  Hereford,  and  it  being  determined  to  try 
them  by  the  laws  of  chivalry,  a day  was  affigned  for 
the  trial  by  combat,  every  thing  being  prepared  with 
great  folemnity  by  the  king’s  command,  who,  after 
they  had  entered  the  lifts,  forbad  the  combat  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  and  banifhed  the  duke  of  He- 
reford for  ten  years,  and  the  duke  of  Norfolk  for 
life  ; who  never  returned  to  England,  but  died  at  Ve- 
nice in  his  way  back  from  Jerulalem,  in  the  lit  year 
of  king  Henry  IV.  as  it  is  laid  by  lome,  of  the  plague, 
but  by  others  of  grief,  and  was  buried  in  the  abbey 
of  St.  George,  in  that  city  ; being  at  the  time  of  his 

’ Dugd.  Bar.  yol.  i,  p.  128.  Sandf.  Gen.  Hitt.  p.  21c. 
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death  poffefTed  of  vaft  pofiefiions  in  different  counties, 
and  among  them  of  this  manor  of  Ryarfh,  and  in  his 
defendants  it  continued  down  to  John,  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, who  died  at  his  caftle  of  Framingham,  in  Nor- 
folk, in  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  and  was 
buried  in  the  abbey  of  Thetford,  leaving  by  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Talbot,  firft  earl  of 
Shrewfbury,  Anne,  his  foie  daughter  and  heir,  then 
an  infant,  afterwards  married  to  Richard,  duke  of 
York,  fecond  fon  of  king  Edward  IV.  but  fhe  died 
without  iffue,  by  which  means  the  inheritance  of  this 
family  was  divided  between  the  Howards  and  Berke- 
leys, defended  from  Margaret  and  Ifabel,  daughters 
of  Thomas  Mowbray,  the  firft  duke  of  Norfolk; 
and  a partition  of  their  great  eftate  was  made  between 
their  heirs  in  the  14th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  After 
which  the  manor  of  Ryarth  was  alienated  to  one  of 
the  Nevills,  lords  Abergavenny  ; Henry,  lord  Aber- 
gavenny, was  found  to  die  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  29th 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth.  Since  which  it  has,  in  like 
manner  as  the  adjoining  manor  of  Birling,  continued 
in  the  fame  family,  the  prefent  proprietor  of  it  being 
the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Nevill,  earl  of  Abergavenny/ 

The  manor  of  Ryarfh  is  held  of  the  manor  of 
Swanfc ombe,  by  caltle-guard,  to  the  caftle  of  Ro- 
chefter. 

Carews  court,  now  commonly  called  Callis 
court,  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  which  was  for  many 
defcents  the  inheritance  of  the  family  of  that  fur- 
name,  who  were  feated  at  Beddington,  in  Surry  ; 
with  whom  it  remained  till  the  12th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  anno  1433,  when  Nicholas  Carew,  of 
Beddington,  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Watton,  who 
fettled  it  on  his  nephew7,  William  Watton,  efq.  of 
Addington,  and  his  defcendant  of  the  fame  name,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles,  II.  fold  it  to  Edward  Wal- 

r See  a further  account  of  this  family  under  Birling. 

fingham. 
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fingham,  gent,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  A chevron  b> 

them  lie  buKed  m 
Ryarl],  church.  His  defendant,  Mr.  Edward  Wal- 
fingham,  of  this  p ace,  dying  without  male  iffije,  his 
daughter  Elizabeth  carried  it  m marriage  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward  Auf  en,  bart.  ofBoxley  abbey,  who  died  pof- 
iefled  of  tins  manor  m 1760,  and  by  his  will  deviled 
Jt  to  his  wife  scoufin,  John,  fon  of  Nicholas  Am- 

!”  tai*  Senera1’  w«h  Several  remainders,  fubject 
to  the  Jife  and  future  devife  of  his  wife  lady  Auden 
who  at  her  deceafe  confirmed  her  hufband’s  difpofi- 
tion  of  this  manor;  whereupon  John  Amhurft,  efu. 
nbove-mentioned,  late  of  Her  fled,  but  now  of  Box- 
ey  Abbey,  became  entitled  to  it,  and  he  is  the  pre- 
lent  potTeffor  of  it.  1 

Part  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefler’s  manor  of  Hailing 
appears  to  have  extended  into  Rerfhe,  and  that  he  had 
a grange  here. 

' CHARITIES. 


in  1786,  gave  by  will  a fum  of  monev,  to  be 
ditrributed  to  the  poor,  veiled  in  iris  executors,  and  ox  the  au- 
nual  produce  of  ics. 

Mr.  Oliver  Golding  gave  by  will  a fum  of  money,  to  be 
annually  diitnbuted  in  like  manner,  now  vetted  in  Mr,  Oliver 
Golding,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  6s.  8d. 


Ry arsh  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  is 
a fmall  building,  with  a tower  ftecple,  having  no- 
thing remarkable  in  it. 

This  church  was  part  of  the  pofletfionsof  the  priory 
sf  Merton,  in  Surry,  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  III.  in  the  zid  year  of  which 
'eign,  anno  1237,  an  at life  was  taken  before  the 
cing’s  juftices,  concerning  the  laft  prefentation  to 
:1ns  church  of  Reyers,  at  the  intlance  of  Henry, 
)rior  of  Merton,  againft  John  de  Curtenay,  and 

Matilda 
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Matilda  his  wife  ; when  it  appeared,  that  the  prior 
and  convent  had  prefented  in  the  time  of  peace, 
matter  Peter  de  Saufintone  to  this  church,  whom  the 
bifhop  accordingly  admitted  and  inftituted.  Upon 
which  the  prior  recovered  his  feifin  of  it,  &c.  and  he 
had  his  writ  to  the  archdeacon  of  Rochefter,  the  lee 
being  then  vacant,  for  him  to  admit  a fit  parion,  &c. 

There  is  frequent  expreffion  made  in  antient  re- 
cords of  Tempore  Pads , and  Tempore  belli  aut  Guerra , 
which  means  thus  : Tempore  Pads  is  when  the  courts 
of  juftice  are  open,  and  the  judges  and  minifters  of 
juftice  free  to  protect  men  from  wrong  and  violence, 
and  diftribute  juftice.  Tempore  Belli  is  when  by  in- 
vafion,  information,  or  rebellion,  &c.  the  peaceable 
courfe  of  juftice  is  difturbed,  and  the  courts  of  juftice 
are,  as  it  were,  fhut  up,  and  military  law  of  courle 
takes  placed 

Richard,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  year  1242, 
appropriated  this  church  to  the  church  of  St.  Mary 
of  Merton,  and  the  canons  there,  to  the  building  and 
maintaining  of  their  church  and  buildings  ; and  lie 
decreed,  that  the  canons  fhould  have  appropriated  to 
them  all  tithes  late  of  fheaves,  and  the  moiety  of  the 
tithe  of  hay,  and  the  chief  meffuage  of  the  church, 
together  with  the  buildings,  and  the  grove,  the  alder 
bed,  and  the  meadow,  and  the  rents  of  affile,  except 
the  annual  rent  of  four-pence,  from  Hugh  de  Catef- 
by,  and  his  heirs,  which  the  bifhop  afligned  to  the 
vicar. 

And  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar  and  his  fucceftors, 
fhould  have  the  houle  ufually  affigned  to  the  pnelf, 
with  its  territory,  and  the  altarage,  and  all  the  arable 
land  belonging  to  the  church  ; fo  that  the  canons 
fhould  not  take,  in  the  name  of  tithe,  any  thing  arifing 
from  the  produce  of  the  land,  or  meffuage  aforefaid  ; 
and  further,  that  the  vicar  fhould  receive  yearly  of 

* Coke’s  Inflit.  pt.  i.  p.  249' 

the 
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the  canons  the  film  of  forty-eight  (hilling-  and  l,if9'’ 
that  he  thould  fuftain  ill  ordinary  bu/thens 
grant  being  made  during  the  vacancy  of  the  church 
by  the  refignation  of  Andrew  de  Winton  reft  nr  f 
it,  into  the  bilhop’s  hands,  &c  ’ & ' of 

,Js'en?J°Td  ViCar  °f  this  Parilh>  in  the  year 
1448,  made  their  petition  to  the  biihop  of  Rochefter 

onathefeafftof  Sfttlie  dc^‘catl°n  of  «>>s  parilh  church 
H , F 1 u S LJar.nbert>  frequently  happening  in 
the  Ember  days,  and  in  the  time  of  harveft.hindered 
from  being  kept  with  due  folemnity  and  reverence 
therefore,  in  compliance  with  their  requeft  he 
changed  it  to  the  feafi:  of  the  TranJlaHon  of  St.  Martin 
in  (ummer,  to  be  kept  on  the  4th  day  of  June  • on 
Which  he  decreed  it  to  be  celebrated  yearly  for’  the 

. The  church  of  Ryarlh,  and  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  remamed  part  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  priory 
of  Merton  till  the  difiolution  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king 

Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  lurrendered  into  the  kino’s 
hands.  & 

In  the  year  1608,  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage 
belonged  to  Thomas  Watton,  efq.  of  Addington, 
vvhofe  descendant  Edmund  Watton,  efq.  of  Adding- 
ton, leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  lhe  carried  It 
in  marriage,  fir  ft  to  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq.  and 
fecondly  to  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  bart.  both  of  whom 
lhe  lurvived  ; and  dying  in  1775,  it  came  to  her  fon 

a^in-er  ^u^>a.ncb  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq.  of 
Addington,  who  is  the  prefent  patron  of  it. 

The  vicarage  is  a difcharged  living,  of  the  clear 
yearly  certified  value  of  forty  pounds,  the  yearly  tenths 
of  which  are  feventeen  Ihillings.1 

1 Stev.  Mon.  vol,  i.  p.  456.  Eft.  Thef.  p.  384. 
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CHURCH  OF  RYJRSH. 


PATRONS, 

Or  ly  nvhdm  prefen  ted. 
Prior  ami  canons  of  Merton. 


Family  of  H at  ton. 


Sir  Roger  Twifden , hart,  and  his 
lady * 


a Reg.  Roflf.  p.  596. 
w Ibid.  p.  597. 

* In  the  archives  of  the  biihop  01 
Rochefter’s  Coniiftor-ji  court. 


RECTORS. 

Peter  de  Saufintcne , in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.U 

Andrew  de  W hit  one  y refigned 
1442."' 

VICARS. 

Richard  Whyte,  1 524.* 

Henry  Levet , A.  M.  about 
1630.* 

Henry  Burvil/e , A.  M.  inft.  June 
?.  i73°- 

Thomas  Buttonjhaw , A.  M.  Dec. 

1 742,  obt.  1768/ 
fames  Thurjion , A.  M.  Dec. 
1 768.  Prefent  vicar. 

y MSS.  Twyfden. 
z And  redtor  of  Addington  by  dif- 
penfation; 


L E Y B O R N E. 

EASTWARD  from  Ryarfli  lies  Ley  borne,  fre- 
quently, though  corruptly  written  Laborne . It  is 
called  in  old  records,  Leleburne , and  Ltllebornef  and 
feems  to  have  taken  its  name  from  the  little  brook  or 
bourne  which  runs  through  this  parifh  ; lytlan  figni- 
fying  in  old  Englifh,  little  or  fmall,  quafi  Lytlanborne. 

The  parish"  of  Leyborne  is  fituated  both  pleafant 
and  healthy,  it  is  in  extent  about  a mile  fquare,  it  lies 
low,  the  foil  moftly  fertile  land.  The  Addington 
brook  runs  along  the  fouth  and  eaft  fides  of  it,  and 
near  the  latter  turns  a mill,  called  Leyborne  mill  clofe 
to  the  fouthern  boundary  is  the  high  road  from  Lon- 

* Text.  RofF.  p.  229.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  479. 
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don  through  Wrotham  to  Maidftone,  at  the  twenty- 
ninth  mile  ftone  of  it,  nearly  oppofite  to  Town  Mai- 
ling. Leyborne  caftle,  and  the  church  clofe  to  it,  are 
fituated  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  parifh,  not  far  from 
the  Brook  ; and  the  pleafant  manfion  and  paddock 
grounds  of  the  Grange  about  a mile  from  thence,  at 
the  weftern  bounds  of  it,  between  which  and  the  Brook 
l'outhward  there  is  fome  gentle  hill  and  dale. 

As  an  inftance  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil  of  this  pa- 
rifh for  the  hop-plant,  a cottager  who  lived  in  Sir  Henry 
Hawley’s  rents  in  it,  had  half  an  acre  of  land  belong- 
ing to  his  cottage,  which  in  the  year  1784  produced 
a crop  of  forty-five  hundred  of  hops,  which  he  fold 
for  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  an  extraordi- 
nary crop,  and  a fortune  to  the  poor  man. 

This  parifh,  with  others,  ought  antiently  to  have 
contributed  to  the  repair  of  the  fifth  pier  of  Rochefter 
bridge. b 

This  place  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror  was 
part  of  the  poffeflions  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and 
earl  of  Kent,  the  king’s  half-brother,  under  the  general 
title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  defcribed  in  the  record  of 
Domefday. 

Adam  holds  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux)  Leleburne.  It 

was  taxed  at  two  fulings.  The  arable  land  is 

In  demefne  there  are  three  carucates , and  fixteen  villeins , 
with  two  borderers  having  feven  carucates.  There  is  a 
church  and  ten  fervants,  and  a mill  of  feven  fhillings , 
and  tzvelve  acres  of  meadow  Wood  for  the  pannage 
of  fifty  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confef- 
j or , it  was  worth  eight  pounds , when  he  received  it 
feven  pounds,  now  eight  pounds.  Richard  de  Tonebridge 
holds  in  his  lowy  what  is  worth  twenty  four  fhillings. 
The  king  holds  of  the  new  gift  of  the  bifhop,  what  is 
worth  twenty  four  fhillings  and  two-pence.  Turgis  held 
this  manor  of  Earl  Goduin. 

b Lambarde’s  Perambulations,  p.  442. 
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On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and  the 
confifcation  of  all  his  eftates,  this  of  Leybourne  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  was  probably  foon 
afterwards  granted  to  Sir  William  de  Arfick. 

. How  .long  ic  ftaid  in  this  name,  I do  not  find  ; but 
in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I.  it  was  in  the  pofieftion 
of  the  family  ofLeyborne,  who  bore  for  their  arms, 
A'zit)  e,  fix  lions  rampant , argent , fometimes  three ^ two 
and  one,. and  at  others  three  and  three , as  they  were 
painted  in  the  windows  of  Newington  church,  near 
Sittingborne.  About  this  time  they  erected  a cafiel- 
lated  nianfion  here,  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  re- 
maining. 

Sir  Roger  de  Leyborne,  with  many  other  Kemifh 
knights,  accompanied  king  Richard  I.  to  the  fieo-e  of 
Aeon  in  Paleftine,  in  the  jd  year  of  his  reign,  anno 
1191.  He  died  before  the  10th  year  of  it,  leaving 
a Ion  Roger  de  Leyborne. 

In  the  36th  year  of  the  next  reign  of  Henry  III. 
he  flew  Ernulf  de  Mounteney,  at  a meeting  of  the 
Round  Table  held  at  Walden,  in  EfTex,  his  lance 
piercing  h is  throat  under  his  helmet,  which  wanted  a 
collar ; and  as  the  lance  had  no  Pocket  on  the  point,  it 
was  iuppofed  to  be  done  purpofely,  in  revenge  of  a 
broken  leg  Robert  de  Leyborne  had  received  from 
Mounteney  in  a former  tournament.0 

On  the  king’s  recovery  of  his  royal  power  by  his 
vtaory  at  Evefliam,  in  the  49th  year  of  his  reign,  he 
had  leveral  important  offices  and  lucrative  grants  con- 
ferred on  him  from  time  to  time.  Among  others  that 
.of  w?rden  of  the  Five  Ports.  In  the  50th  year,  hav- 
ing the  guard  of  the  fea-coafts  in  Kent  againft  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Cinque  Ports,  who  then  flood  out 
againft  the  king,  he  laid  out  large  fums  of  his  own 
money  in  mat  lervice ; and  the  fheriff  of  this  countv 
was  commanded  to  reimburfe  him  out  of  the  profit's 
« • 
r Rot.  pat.  ejus  an.  pt.  i.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  I3. 
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of  it ; and  in  the  53d  year  was  once  more  iheriffof  Kent 
for  the  firft  part  of  the  year.d  He  died  in  the  56th 
year  of  that  reign,  leaving  William  de  Leyborne  his 
fon  and  heir,  who  in  the  14th  year  of  the  next  reign 
had  the  honor  of  entertaining  king  Edward  I.  at  his 
manfion  here,  on  O&ober  25,  as  appears  by  the  patent 
rolls  in  the  tower  of  that  year.  Next  year  he  was  (filed 
the  king’s  admiral,  and  was  made  conftable  of  the 
cattle  of  Pevenfey.  After  which  he  obtained  a grant 
of  the  wardfhip  and  marriage  of  Geoffry,  the  fon  and 
heir  of  William  de  Say,  deceafed,  who  afterwards  mar- 
ried Idonea  his  daughter.'  In  the  28th  year  of  this 
reign  Henry  and  Simon  de  Leyborne,  two  cadets  of 
this  family,  attended  the  king  into  Scotland,  and  af- 
fifted  at  the  famous  fiege  of  Carlaverock,  in  that  king- 
dom ; for  which  fervice  they,  with  many  other  of  the 
gentry  of  this  county,  received  the  honor  of  knight- 
hood ; having  been  fummoned  to  parliament  from  the 
27th  of  king  Edward  I.  till  the  3d  year  of  Edward  II. 
He  died  that  year,  leaving  Juliana  his  grand-daughter, 
his  heir,  and  Juliana,  his  own  wife,  furviving.  But  it 
appears  by  the  efcheat- rolls,  that  he  had  enfeoffed  his 
fon,  Thomas  de  Leyborne,  in  this  manor,  fome  time 
before  his  death,  who  died  in  his  father’s  life-time, 
anno  35  Edward  I.  being  pofleffed  of  it  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

It  appears  by  Cotton’s  Records,  that  there  was  an 
heir  male  left  of  this  family;  for  John  de  Leyborne, 
received  fummonsto  parliament  in  the  14th,  17th,  and 
1 8th  years  of  king  Edward  III.  and  he  feems  to  have 
been  the  fame  John  de  Leyborne,  who  was  appointed 
admiral  of  the  northern  feas  in  the  20th  year  of  king 
Edward  II. 

d Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  14-  Rot.  Pat.  anno  49,  pt.  5*  Ibid.  39- 

Ibid.  anno  52  a terg.  4.  ’ 

* Spelmaii’s  GlpiBuy,  p.  14-  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  11.  p.  14. 
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Juliana  de  Leyborne,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas 
de  Leyborne,  as  alfo  heir  to  her  grandfather  as  above- 
mentioned,  became  entitled  to  fo  large  an  inheritance  in 
this  county,  that  fhe  was  from  thence  ufually  {tiled  the 
Infanta  of  Kent ; part  of  it  was  the  manor  and  cable  of 
Leyborne,  which  {he  carried  in  marriage,  firft  to  John, 
eldeft  fon  of  John  de  Habings,  by  Ifabel,  fiber  and  at 
length  coheir  to  Aymer  de  Valence,  carl  of  Pembroke/ 
He  died  in  the  1 8th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  leaving 
no  i hue  by  hi?  wife  Juliana  before-mentioned,  who  fur- 
vived  him,  and  afterwards  married  Thomas  le  Blount, 
who  likewife  died  without  iflue  by  her;  and  {he  again 
remarried  with  Sir  William  de  Clinton,  a younger  bro- 
ther of  John  de  Clinton,  of  Maxtok’e,  anceltor  to  the 
lords  Clinton  and  Say,  the  earls  of  Lincoln,  and  the 
prefent  duke  of  Newcaftle. 

1 his  marriage,  in  all  probability,  was  the  means  of 
all  his  future  honors  and  advancement:  for  in  the  courle 
of  the  next  year,  he  was  made  governor  of  Dover- 
caftle,  and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  and  had  after- 
wards fummons  to  parliament  among  the  barons  of  this 
realm,  and  was  conftituted  admiral  of  the  Teas  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Thames  webward ; and  advancing 
bill  further  in  the  king’s  favor,  he  was,  by  patent,  in 
the  nth  year  of  king  Edward  III.  created  earl  of  Hun- 
tingdon, in  confideration  of  his  acceptable  fervices. 
In  the  1 2th  yefir  of  the  fame  reign,  he  had  another  pa- 
tent conbituting  him  conbable  of  Dover- cable,  and  in 
the  1 5th  year  was  again  made  the  king’s  admiral  from  the 
Thames  webward.  He  died  poffebed  of  this  manor 
and  cable,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  the  priory 
of  Maxtoke,  which  he  had  founded,  leaving  J uliana 
his  wife,  furviving,  by  whom  he  had  no  ibue.  She 
died  pobeffed  of  this  manor  and  cable  in  her  own  right, 
in  the  41b  year  of  the  fame  reign,  and  was  buned* 
according  to  her  will,  on  the  fouth  bde  of  the  church  of 
St.  Augubine’s  monaberynear  Canterbury. 

Philipot,  p.  218.  Du'gd.  Bar.  vol.  i,  p.  576. 
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On  her  death  itefcheated  to  the  crown  for  want  of 
heirs;  for  it  appears  by  inquifition  taken  after  it,  in 
the  43d  year  of  king  Edward  II I.  that  there  was  then 
no  one,  who  could  make  claim  to  her  eftates,  either 
by  diredt  or  even  collateral  alliance. 

After  which  the  king,  by  his  charter,  in  the  50th 
year  of  his  reign,  granted  this  manor  and  cattle,  with 
their  appurtenances,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church 
of  Ley  borne,  among  other  premifes,  to  feoffees  for  the 
endowment  of  his  newly  founded  Ciflertian  abbey, 
called  St.  Mary  Graces,  near  the  tower  of  London. 
Xhefe  feoffees,  after  king  Edward’s  death,  in  com- 
pliance with  his  will,  conveyed  them  to  the  abbot  and 
monks  there,  and  their  fuccefTors,  for  a term  of  years, 
and  they  granted  their  interefl  in  it  at  a certain  yearly 
rent  to  Sir  Simon  de  Burley,  knight  of  the  garter,  and 
warden  of  the  five  ports,  who  having  forfeited  it,  with 
his  life,  for  high  treafon,  in  the  10th  year  of  king 
Richard  II.  that  prince,  in  his  22d  year,  granted  it  to 
them  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms  for  ever,  for  the  per- 
formance of  certain  religious  purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned, and  he  gave  licence  to  the  furviving  feoffees  of 
king  Edward  III.  to  releafe  thefe premiles  to  them  and 
their  fuccefTors  for  ever. 

The  manor  and  caffle  of  Leyborne,  together  with 
the  advowfon  of  the  church,  remained  pare  of  the  pof- 
TefTions  of  the  above-mentioned  monaftery  till  the  dif- 
folution  of  it,  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was,  together  with  the  lands  and  revenues  of  it, 
furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands. 

King  Henry  VIII.  by  his  letters  patent,  in  his  31ft 
year,  under  his  great  feal,  granted  and  fold  in  exchange, 
among  other  premifes,  to  Thomas  Cranmer,  arch  hi - 
fhop  of  Canterbury,  the  manor  of  Leyborne,  with  its 
appurtenances,  late  parcel  of  the  poffeflions  of  the 
abbey,  excepting  to  the  king  all  advowfons,  prel'enta- 
tions,  &c.  to  the  abbey  belonging,  and  at  any  time  pad 
not  appropriate,  to  hold  by  knight’s  fervice,  and  the 
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yearly  rent  therein  mentioned  ; and  whereas  the  king 
was  entitled  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  to  the  tenths  of 
the  manor,  lands,  tenements,  &cc.  he  difcharged  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  them,  and  all  other  outgoings  whatfoever, 
except  the  rent  therein  mentioned.  Which  grant  was 
in  confequence  of  an  indenture  made  before,  between 
the  king  and  the  archbiffiop,  which  was  inrolled  in  the 
Augmentation  office. 

This  eftate  did  not  remain  long  with  the  archbiffiop 
who  within  a few  years  afterwards  was  obliged  to  com- 
ply with  the  king’s  avaricious  humour,  and  to  pafs  it 
back  again  to  him  in  the  37th  year  of  his  reign,  who 
immediately  afterwards  granted  the  manor  and  caftle, 
together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  reftory,  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward North,  chancellor  of  his  court  of  Augmentation, 
and  of  his  privy  council,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s 
fervice. 

In  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  Vi’s  reign,  he  alie- 
nated this  manor,  with  its  appurtenances,  to  Robert 
Gofnold,  who  in  the  2d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
paffed  away  the  manor  and  caftle,  with  the  advowfon 
of  the  reftory,  to  Robert  Godden,  to  hold  before- 
mentioned,  and  he  by  a fine  levied  in  the  17  th  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  fettled  them  that  year  on  Thomas 
Godden,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  a few  years  afterwards 
paffed  them  away  by  fale  to  Sir  John  Levelon,  alias 
Lewfon,  of  W homes  place,  in  Cookftone,  whofe  fon. 
Sir  Richard  Levelon,  knight  of  the  bath,  ofTrent- 
ham,  in  Staffordffiire,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 
alienated  them,  (as  he  did  all  his  other  lands  in  this 
county  to  different  perfons)  to  Henry  Clerke,  ferjeant 
at  law,  and  recorder  of  Rochefter,  who  died  poffeffed 
of  them  about  the  time  of  king  Charles  I.’s  death,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  and  heir,  Sir  Francis  Clerke, 
who  devifed  them  by  his  will  to  his  kinfman,  Gilbert 
Clerke,  efq.  of  Derbyfhire,  and  he  fold  them  to  Cap- 
tain William  Saxby,  of  the  Grange,  in  this  pariffi, 
whence  they  palled  by  fale  in  1724,  to  Francis  Whit- 
worth, 
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worth,  efq.  the  youngeft  brother  of  Charles,  lord 
Whitworth,  and  ion  of  Richard  Whitworth,  efq.  of 
Staffordfhirc,  by  Anne  his  wife,  neice  of  Sir  Ofwald 
Mofeley,  ofChefhire,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent) 
a bend  fable  in  the  JiniJler  chief  a garb  gules.  Lord 
Whitworth  was  the  eldeft  of  fix  Tons.  He  was  a very 
able  ftatefman  and  negotiator,  having  been  employed 
as  ambaffador,  plenipotentiary  and  minifter  to  the  fe- 
veral  courts  of  Europe,  from  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
liam to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  in 
1725.  In  confideration  of  his  merits  and  iervices, 
he  had  been  in  1720,  created  lord  Whitworth,  baron 
of  Galway,  in  Ireland;  but  dying  without  male  iffue, 
the  title  became  extindt.  Francis  Whitworth,  efq. 
refided  at  the  Grange,  in  this  parifh,  and  dying  in 
1742,  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  and  heir,  Charles,  af- 
terwards Sir  Cha.  Whitworth,  who  waslieut.  governor 
of  Gravefend  and  Tilbury  fort,  and  married  Mils 
Shelley,  by  whom  he  had  feveral  children,  of  whom  the 
eldeft  fon,  Sir  Charles  Whitworth,  knight  of  the  bath, 
is  now  envoy  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
court  of  Ruffia,.  In  1776  he,  together  with  his  eldeft 
fon,  who  was  the  next  in  the  entail,  conveyed  it  (an  a<ft 
of  parliament  having  been  obtained  for  the  purpol'e)  by 
fale  to  James  Hawley,  M.  D.  and  F.  R.  S.  who  was 
defeended  of  a family  which  was  originally  of  Somer- 
fetfhire,  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jofeph 
Banks,  efq.  of  Revefby,  in  Lincolnfhire,  by  whom  he 
had  one  fon  Henry,  and  a daughter  Elizabeth,  manied 
to  John  Crawley,  efq.  of  Bed  ford  lh  ire.  Dr.  Hawley 
died  in  1777,  and  was  buried  in  a vault  in  Leyboine 
church,  which  he  had  built  for  himfelf  and  family ; he 
bore  for  his  arms,  Vert , a falticr  engrailed  argent.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  this  eftate  by  his  fon  before-men- 
tioned, Henry  Hawley,  efq.  who  on  April  1 1,  1795, 
was  created  a baronet,  and  now  refides  at  the  Grange, 
in  this  parifh,  and  is  the  prefent  owner  of  the  manor, 
caftle,  and  advowfon  of  the  reftory  of  Leyborne.  Sir 
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Henry  Hawley  married  firft  Dorothy,  daughter  and 
heir  of  John  Afhwood,  efq.  of  Salop,  by  whom  he 
had  a fon  Henry,  and  three  daughters.  She  died  in 
1783,  and  was  buried  here,  and  he  married  fecondly  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  William  Humffreys,  efq.  of  Mont- 
gomery, by  whom  he  has  likewife  one  fon  and  three 
daughters.  The  manor  of  Leyborne  pays  a fee  farm  to 
the  crown  of  il.  19s.  8d.  per  annum.  A court  leet 
and  court  baron  is  held  for  it. 

There  are  fome  remains  of  the  antient  buildings  of 
Leyborne- caftle  exifting  at  this  time.  The  ftone-work 
of  the  chief  entrance,  with  great  part  of  the  circular 
towers  on  each  tide,  and  fome  other  fragments  of 
arches  and  walls  are  ftill  in  being  ; by  the  foundations 
remaining,  and  the  traces  of  the  ditch,  this  taftle 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  extenfive.  On  the 
remains  of  it,  many  years  ago,  there  has  been  built 
a dwelling-houfe,  which  feems  to  have  been  for  fome 
generations  the  habitation  of  a gentleman’s  family  j 
one  of  whom,  Thomas  Golding,  efq.  kept  hisfhriev- 
alty  for  this  county  here  in  the  year  1703,  and  bore 
for  his  arms,  Argent , a crofs  voided  between  four  lions 
paQ'ant , guardant  gules ; but  it  has  for  many  years  paft 
been  converted  into  afarm-houfe. 

The  grange  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  which  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  was  the 
eftate  and  refidence  of  Robert  Quintin,  alias  Oliver, 
who  was  defcended  from  Anfelinus,  or  Anfelmus  de 
Quintin,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 
His  defcendant,  William  Quintin,  was  of  Seale,  in  this 
county,  where  he  purchafed  lands  called  Hilks,  in  the 
beginning  of  king  Henry  Vi’s  reign.  His  fon  Thomas 
was  frequently  (tiled  Thomas  Quintin,  fon  of  Oliver,  by 
which  means  his  fon  John  acquired  the  name  of  Quin- 
tin alias  Oliver,  by  which  name  he  called  himfelf  in 
his  will,  dated  anno  32  Henry  VIII.  His  defcen- 
dant, Robert,  tranfpofed  his  name,  calling  himfelf 
Robert  Oliver,  alias  Quintin,  and  poflefled  this  feat, 

where 
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where  he  refided,  as  did  his  grandfon  Robert,  who  ufed 
the  name  of  Oliver  only,  though  in  deeds  and  writings, 
he  wrote  the  name  of  Quintin  likewife.  He  bore  for 
his  arms.  Ermine , on  a fefs  gules,  three  lions  rampant, 
or,  and  died  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  leaving 
Juliana  his  foie  daughter  and  heir,  who  carried  this 
feat  in  marriage  to  Edward  Covert,  of  Sulfex,  by 
whole  only  daughter  and  heir  it  went,  in  like  manner, 
to  Mr.  Henry  Saxby,  whofe  fon  Captain  William  Sax- 
by  refided  in  it,  and  was  pofTefied  likewife  of  the  ma- 
nor and  cattle  of  Leyborne,  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, which  were,  together  with  this  feat,  alienated 
in  1724,  to  Francis  Whitworth,  efq.  who  rebuilt  the 
Grange,  and  greatly  improved  the  adjoining  grounds, 
of  which  he  died  poffeired  in  the  year  1742,  and  his 
only  fon  and  heir,  Sir  Charles  Whitworth,  together 
with  his  eldeft  fon  Charles,  who  was  the  next  in  the 
entail  of  it,  paffed  away  this  feat,  in  1776,  with  the 
whole  of  his  property  in  this  parifh,  by  a conveyance  in 
manner  as  before-mentioned,  to  James  Hawley,  M.  D. 
whofe  only  fon,  Sir  Henry  Hawley,  bart.  is  the  prefent 
proprietor  of  this  feat,  and  refides  in  it. 

CHARITIES. 

The  Rf.v.  Edward  Holme,  vicar  of  the  adjoining  parifh 
of  Birling,  in  1775,  conveyed  to  truftees  a piece  of  land  in  this 
parifh,  with  the  dwelling-houfe,  fchool-room,  and  other  build- 
ings eredted  on  it;  and  transferred  1000I.  of  four  per  cent,  con- 
folidated  Bank  annuities  to  them  for  the  endowment  of  a fchool, 
for  ten  poor  boys  and  as  many  girls  of  the  parifhes  of  Leyborne 
and  Ryarfh,  and  five  from  each  of  the  parifhes  of  Weft  and  Eaft 
Mailing,  to  be  recommended  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  rel- 
pedtive  parifhes,  and  approved  of  by  the  trultees.  The  children 
to  be  inftrudted  by  the  matter  of  the  fchool,  in  reading,  writing, 
Latin,  accounts,  and  other  ufeful  learning,  and  religious  duties, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  church  of  England,  until  they 
attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Mr.  John  Price  was  by  the  deed  appointed  matter  of  the 
fchool,  who  was  to  be  allowed  thirty  pounds  per  annum  at  the 
leatt ; but  if  the  revenue  would  allow  of  it,  it  is  to  be  increafed 
to  a larger  fum ; and  in  cafe  the  fcholars  fhould  be  reduced  to 
fifteen,  the  matter  is  to  be  difmifTed,  unlefs  it  tliall  appear  to  the 
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LARKFIELD  HUNDRED. 

truftees,  that  fuch  deficiency  is  not  occafioned  by  his  neglect  or 

bad  behaviour.  . 

As  often  as  one  or  more  of  the  truftees  fiiould  die,  the  furvivors 

at  their  next  general  meeting  were  to  appoint  new  ones  in  their 
room.  The  truftees  were  enjoined  to  meet  in  Birling  church,  on 
July  the  ift  yearly*- to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the  fchool,  and  to 
make  fuch  'rules  and  orders  for  the  better  government  of  it,  as 
they  fliould  think  proper. 

Thomas  Olyver  gave  in  1678  by  will,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  payable  out  of  houfes  and  lands,  the  fum  of  fix  pounds 
yearly,  vetted  in  Sir  Henry  Hawley,  bart.  and  now  of  that  an- 
nual produce. 

Thomas  Golding  gave  by  will,  year  unknown,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  poor  on  Chriftmas  and  Eafter  days,  the  annual  fum  of  ten 
fhillings,  to  be  paid  out  of  certain  houfes  in  St.  Leonard’s-ftreet, 
in  Mailing,  vefted  in  Thomas  Golding,  and  now  of  that  annual 
produce. 

Leyborne  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  a fmall  building,  ftands  in  the 
fouth-eaft  part  of  the  parifh.  It  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  the  parfon  of 
Leyborne  paid  aid  for  a certain  parcel  of  land,  con- 
taining one  hundred  acres,  belonging  to  this  redtory, 
which  Walter,  parfon  of  Leyborne,  held  in  Leyborne 
of  the  earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  he  of  Margery  Rivers, 
and  flhe  of  the  king. 

The  advowfon  of  the  church  was  antiently  efteemed 
as  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Leyborne,  and  as  fuch 
was  poflefled  by  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  Grace,  near  the 
Tower,  and  w;as  furrendered  at  the  diftolution  of  that 
monaftery,  among  the  reft  of  the  pofieffions  of  it,  to 
king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  30th  year. 

After  which  the  king  granted  the  manor  of  Ley- 
borne to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  but  excepted 
the  advowfon  of  this  church  out  of  it,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned  before,  by  which  means  it  became 
feparated  from  the  manor,  and  became  an  advowfon  in 
grofs , and  though  it  afterwards  was  granted,  with  the 
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manor,  and  pofiefled  by  the  fame  owners  from  time  to 
time,  yet  having  been  once  feparated,  it  could  never 
afterwards  be  appendant  to  it  again.  Through  the 
fame  chain  of  ownerfhip  in  like  manner  as  the  manor 
and  caftle  of  Lcyborne,  this  advowfon  came  to  Sir  Cha. 
Whitworch,  who  in  1776  conveyed  it,  with  the  reft  of 
his  property  in  this  parifh,  to  James  Hawley,  M.  D. 
whole  fon,  Sir  Henry  Hawley,  bart.  of  the  Grange,  is 
the  prefent  proprietor  of  it. 

This  refloiy  is  valued  in  the  king’s  - books  at 
17I.  13s.  4d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  1 5s.  4d.g 

The  rettor  is  entitled  to  the  great  and  fmall  tithe  of 
this  little  parifh  without  exception,  the  glebe  belong- 
ing to  the  church  is  about  two  hundred  acres,  which 
together  make  the  redftory  of  the  value  of  about  three 
hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

William,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Roger  de  Leyborne, 
granted  in  perpetual  alms  to  Peter,  redtor  of  this 
church,  for  the  maintenance  of  one  chaplain  celebrating 
there  for  ever,  ail  the  land  which  Roger  his  father  had 
of  the  gift  of  Ralph  Ruffin,  in  Leyborne  and  Caumpes, 
with  its  appurtenances,  excepting  the  meadow  called 
Ruffins  Mede , and  he  granted  to  this  church,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  above-mentioned  chaplains,  five 
marcs  annual  rent,  to  be  received  out  of  his  manor  of 
Ridlehe,  to  hold  to  him  for  that  purpole  for  ever. 

At  a place  called  Comp , lying  moftly  in  Wrotham 
parifh,  there  is  a fmall  houfe  and  barn-yard,  with  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  parcel  of  Ley- 
boine  reflory,  efteemed  to  be  within  this  parifh,  thole 
of  Ryarfh  and  Addington  intervening ; on  part  of  it 
there  are  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  building,  fuppofed  to 
have  been  a chapel  of  eafe  to  the  church  of  Leyborne. 

» 

g There  was  a trial  on  this  account,  anno  26,  27  Car.  II.  in 
the  Common  Fleas,  The  king  verfus  bifhop  of  Kochefter,  and 
Sir  Francis  Clerke,  related  in  Mod.  Reports,  vol.  ii,  p.  x. 


CHURCH 


508 


LARKFIELD  HUNDRED. 


CHURCH  OF  LEYBORNE. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  frefented. 

Family  of  Leyborne 


Sir  John  Levefon  .. 
Sir  Francis  Clerhc. 


Francis  Whitworth , efq. 


Charles  Whitworth,  efq. 


h Reg.  Roff.  p.  474. 

* Book  of  Aid  of  that  year. 

^ R°B.  p.  490.  He  died  in 

1497,  and  lies  buried  in  the  church  of 
Town  Mailing. 

I A difpenfation  pafledin  1624,  for 
him  to  hold  this  redlory,  with  that  of 
Meftham  in  Surry.  Rym.  Feed.  vol. 
xviii.  p.  660. 

w -Alfa  dean  of  Rochefier. 


RECTORS. 

Peter,  Tem/i.  Edward  I.h 
W alter , in  the  20th  of  king 
Edward  III.' 

William  Mil les,  in  I493.k 
William  Drury,  S.  T.  P.  1624. 
Nathaniel  Hardy , S.  T.  P.  obt. 

28  May,  1670. m 
Meric  Head,  efq.  S.  T.  P.  1685, 
ob.  6 March,  1686." 

William  Gotier. 

Henry  Ullock,  S.  T.  P.  obt.  20th 
June,  1706.° 

Samuel  Sfateman. 

Robert  Hall. 

Gerard  Whitworth , obt.  March 
172;." 

Francis  Hoofer , S.  T.  P.  inft. 
July  6,  1727. 

George  Bur  anil,  A.  M.  1758. 
Prefent  re&or. 

n Likewi fe  reflor  of  Ulcombe.  He 
was  eldell  fun  of  Sir  Richard  Head, 
hart,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church. 

o He  was  inftalled  dean  of  Rochefter 

in  1689.  He  died,  art.  67,  and  lies 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  this  church. 

P Fourth  fon  of  Richard  Whit- 
worth, efq.  and  brother  to  Charles, 
lord  Whitworth,  and  Francis  Whit- 
worth, efq.  the  patron  of  this  redtory 


ii  a b 1 MALLING. 


. EASTWARD  from  Leyborne  lies  Eaft  Mailing 
called  in  the  Textus  Roffenjts , Meallinges,  and  ii 
Domelday,  Metlinges. 

This  parish  is  delightfully  fituated:  it  is  botl 
pleafant  and  healthy ; the  foil  is  for  the  mod  par 
land,  covering  the  quarry  rock ; to  the  fouthward  i 

incline 
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nclinesmore  to  a loam  and  red  brick  earth;  but  mod 
►fit  is  very  fertile,  as  well  for  corn  as  for  plantations 
►f  fruit  and  hops,  which  latter  thrive  here  remarkably 
yell.  The  high  road  from  London  through  Wrotham 
0 Maidftone,  crofles  this  parifh  at  the  thirtieth  mile 
:one : the  hamlet  of  Larkfield-ftreet,  which  gives  name 
o this  hundred,  is  fituated  on  it,  where  there  is  a fair 
ield  on  St.  James’s  day.  Hence  this  parifh  extends 
lorthward  for  more  than  a mile,  to  the  river  Med- 
way, the  bank  of  which  is  here  beautifully  fhaded  with 
oung  oaks.  Here  is  a hamlet  called  New  Hytbe, 
ituated  clofe  to  the  river,  fo  called  from  the  fhippino- 
nd  relading  of  goods  at  it.  The  civil  liberty  of  the 
orporation  of  Maidftone  claims  over  this  place.. — 
rhere  once  belonged  a chapel  to  this  diftrid,  called 
'Jew  Hythe  chapel,  which  was  fupprefied  in  king 
id  ward  Vl.th’s  time,  when  it  was  valued  at  eleven 
hillings  clear  yearly  value  ; the  firft  founder  of  it  was 
lot  known.  Daily  mats  was  faid  in  it.  Hugh  Cart- 
vright,  gent,  of  Eaft  Mailing,  had  foon  afterwards  a 
rrant  of  it. 

Adjoining  to  the  fouthern  tide  of  the  high  road  and 
lamlet  of  Larkfield,  is  the  fmall,  but  beautifully 
ituated,  park  of  Bradborne,  the  plantations  of  which, 
is  well  as  the  ftream  which  flows  through  it,  are  fo 
udicioully  and  ornamentally  difpofed  round  the  man- 
ion,  as  to  render  it,  for  its  fize  (its  fmallnefs  being 
)y  art  wholly  concealed  from  the  fight)  the  moft  ele- 
gant refidence  of  any  in  thefe  parts.  Clofe  to  the 
outhern  pale  of  the  park,  is  the  village  of  Eaft  Mal- 
ang, at  the  north  end  of  which  is  a handfome  houfe, 
:he  property  of  Sir  John  Twifden,  the  church,  and 
parlonage.  Hence  there  is  a ftreet  called  Mill-ftreet, 
:rom  a corn  mill  there,  which  is  turned  by  the  before - 
mentioned  ftream.  Through  the  village,  which  has 
in  it  fome  tolerable  good  houfes,  one  of  which  was 
lately  the  property  of  James  Tomlvn,  efq.  the  ground 
rifes  up  to  Eaft  Mailing  heath,  on  the  entrance  of 

which. 
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which,  near  the  dire&ion  poft,  there  appears  to  be  d 
Roman  tumulus.  On  this  heath  are  feveral  kilns  for 
making  bricks  and  tile;  it  lies  on  high  ground,  and 
is  a pleafant  fpot,  though  furrounded  on  the  eaft  and 
weft  Tides  by  large  trads  of  coppice  woods.  The  park 
of  Tefton  bounds  up  to  the  louth  eaft  comer  of  it, 
and  the  road  from  thence  to  Town  Mailing  and  Of- 
ham  leads  along  the  fouthern  part  of  it,  through  the 
woods. 

At  the  time  of  taking  the  general  furvey  of 
Domefday  in  the  year  1080,  being  the  fifteenth  of 
the  Conqueror’s  reign,  this  place  was  part  of  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  arch t)i (hop  of  Canterbury,  under  the 
title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  that  record. 

In  the  lath  of  Elesfort , in  Laurochesfel  hundred , the 
archbi/hop  (of  Canterbury)  himfelf  holds  Met  ling  es  in 
demefne.  It  zvas  taxed  at  two  f ilings.  The  arable  land 
is  feven  carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  three  carucates 
and  thirty -eight  villi ens,  with  twelve  borderers  having 
five  carucates.  There  is  a church  and  five  fervants,  and 
two  mills  of  ten  fallings,  and  twenty -one  acres  of  meadow. 
Wood  for  the  pannage  of  fixty  hogs.  In  the  zvhole  value , 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor  it  was  worth 
nine  pounds , the  like  zvhen  he  received  it , and  now  as 
much , and  yet  it  pays  fifteen  pounds. 

The  manor  of  Eaft  Mailing  was  given  not  many 
years  afterwards  by  Anfelm,  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, by  the  name  of  Parvas  Meallingas,  to  the  nun- 
nery of  the  adjoining  parifh  of  Weft  Mailing,  founded 
by  Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  his  cotemporary. 
In  the  yth  year  of  king  Edward  1.  the  abbefs  of  Mai- 
ling claimed  feveral  liberties  within  this  manor ; and 
in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  that  reign,  Ihe  claimed  to 
have  in  it  view  of  frank  pledge,  aflfize  of  bread  and 
ale,  and  gallows,  which  (lie  found  her  church  pof- 
feffed  of  at  the  time  of  her  coming  to  it ; and  it  was 
allowed  her  by  the  jury. 


In 
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In  the  time  of  king  Richard  II.  the  temporalities 
ot  the  abbefs  of  Mailing  in  this  parifh  and  Town 
Mailing  were  valued  at  forty-five  pounds. 

This  monaftery  being  difl'olved  in  the  30th  year  of 
Henry  VIII.  anno  1538,  this  manor  was,  with  the  reft 
of  its  pofieflions,  furrendered  into  the  kin°-s  hands 
After  which  the  king,  in  his  31ft  year,  granted  in  exl 
ehange,  among  other  premifes,  to  Thomas  Cranmer 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  this  manor  and  parfonage’ 
late  belonging  to  the  before  mentioned  abbey,  except- 
ing all  advowfons,  prefentations,  &c.  to  hold  by 
knight’s  fervice ; and  as  the  king  was  entitled  to  the 
tenths  of  them,  he  difcharged  the  archbifhop  of  them, 
and  all  other  outgoings  whatfoever,  except  the  rent 
therein  mentioned.  Which  grant  was  in  confequence 
of  an  indenture  made  before,  between  the  kino-  and 
the  archbifhop,  inrolled  in  the  Augmentation-office 
The  manor  of  Eaft  Mailing,  and  the  premifes 
before-mentioned,  were  again  exchanged  with  the 
crown  m the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, in  the  12th  year  of  which  the  queen  granted 
this  manor  in  leafe  to  Sir  Henry  Brook  alias  Cobham 
knt.  fifth  fon  of  George,  lord  Cobham  j after  which 
it  was  in  like  manner  poffieffied  by  Pierpoint,  who  lies 
buried  in  Town  Mailing  church,  and  afterwards  by 
Hugh  Cartwright,  efq,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent, 
on  a fefs  engrailed , fable , three  cinquefoils  of  the  firjl. 
On  whole  deceafe  his  widow,  Mrs.  Jane  Cartwright* 
one  of  the  feventeen  daughters  of  Sir  John  Newton! 
became  entitled  to  it,  and  carried  her  intereft  in  it 
to  her  fecond  hufband,  Sir  James  Fitzjames,  and  he 
pafied  it  away  to  Humphrey  Delind,  who  foon  after- 
wards alienated  it  to  Sir  Robert  Brett,  defcended  of 
the  ancient  family  of  the  Bretts,  in  Somerfetfhire, 
who  bore  for  his  arms,  Or,  a lion  rampant, gules,  within 
an  orle  of  crofs-crofets  fitchee  of  the  fecond.  He  died  in 
1626,  and  was  buried  in  Town  Mailing  church,  hav- 
ing had  by  Frances  his  wife,  the  only  daughter  of  Sir 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Fane,  by  Mary,  baronefs  Le  Defpencer  his 
tvife,  who  died  in  1617,  an  only  fon  Henry,  who  died 
in  1 609,  and  both  lie  interred  with  him  in  that  church. 
The  next  year  after  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Brett,  king 
James  granted  this  manor*’#  fee  to  John  Rayney,  efq. 
which  grant  was  farther  confirmed  to  Sir  John  Ray- 
ney, his  eldeft  fon,  in  the  fecond  year  of  king  Charles  I. 
Sir  John  Rayney  was  of  Wrotham  place,  and  was 
created  a baronet  of  Nova  Scotia  in  1641  ; and  his 
fon  of  the  fame  name,  about  the  year  1657,  pafled  it 
away  by  fale  to  Thomas  Twifden,  ferjeant  at  law, 
afterwards  knighted,  and  made  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  King’s  Bench,  and  created  a baronet. 

He  afterwards  fcated  himfelf  at  Bradbourn,  in  this 
parifh,  and  in  his  defeendants,  baronets , feated  there 
likewife,  it  has  continued  down  to  Sir  John  Papillon 
Twifden,  bart.  of  Bradbourn,  who  is  the  prefent 
owner  of  it. 

There  is  a court  leet  and  court  baron  held  for  this 
manor. 

Bradbourn  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  which  has  long 
been  the  refidence  of  a gentleman’s  family.  It  was 
formerly  accounted  a manor,  and  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  was  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  family 
of  lfley,  of  Sundridge,  in  this  county,  in  which  it 
continued  till  Sir  Henry  lfley,  in  the  31ft  year  of  that 
reign,  exchanged  it  with  the  king  for  other  premifes  ; 
which  exchange  was  confirmed  by  letters  patent  under 
the  great  feal  the  next  year. 

In  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  family  of  Manningham,  defeendedout  of 
Bedford fh ire,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  Sable , a fefs 
ermine , in  chief  three  griffins  heads  era  fed  or,  langued 
gules.  The  laft  of  this  name  here  was  Richard  Man- 
ningham, efq.  who  about  the  year  1656  alienated 
Bradbourn  to  Thomas  Twifden,  efq.  ferjeant  at  law, 
who  was  the  fecond  ion  ofSir  William  Twifden,  bart. 
of  Roydon-hall  in  Eaft  Peckham,  and  of  the  Lady 

Anne 
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Anne  Finch,  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  firft  countefs 
of  Winchelfea,  and  continued  to  bear  the  antient 
coat  of  arms  of  his  family,  being  Gironny  of  four  ar- 
gent and  gules,  a faltier  and  four  crop  crojlets,  all  coun- 
ter changed,  with  due  difference  ; and  for  his  creft,  On 
a wreath , a cockatrice  azure,  with  wings  difplayed  or. 
On  the  year  of  king  Charles’s  reftoration,  he  was 
knighted  by  him,  and  made  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
king’s  bench,  and  on  June  13,  anno  19  Charles  II. 
1 666,  was  created  a baronet.  He  difcharged  his  office 
of  judge  during  the  fpace  of  eighteen  years,  when  he 
obtained  his  quietus,  on  account  of  his  great  age  and 
infirmities.  He  altered  the  fpelling  of  his  name  from 
Twylden,  as  it  was  fpelt  by  his  anceftors,  and  is  ftill 
by  the  Twyfdens  of  Eaft  Peckham,  baronets,  to 
Twifden,  to  diflinguilh  the  two  branches  of  the  fa- 
mily, and  this  alteration  has  been  followed  by  his  de- 
fcendants,  to  the  prefent  time.  He  refided  at  this 
feat,  the  grounds  of  which  he  imparked  in  the  year 
1 666,  and  dying  in  1683,  aged  8 1 , was  buried  in  Eaft 
Mailing  church.  He  married  Jane,  daughter  of  John 
Tomlinfon,  efq.  of  Whitby,  in  Yorkfhire,  who  fur- 
viving  him,  died  in  1702,  by  whom  he  had  feveral 
fons  and  daughters.  Of  the  former.  Sir  Roger  Twif- 
den, knight  and  baronet,  the  eldeft  fon,  lucceeded 
him  in  title  and  eftate,  and  refided  at  Bradbourn. 
He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Marfham, 
knight  and  baronet,  of  Whornes-place,  and  died  in 
‘1703,  leaving  three  fons  and  two  daughters.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  title  and  this  eftate  by  his  eldeft  fon, 
Sir  Thomas  Twifden,  bart.  who  was  likewife  of  Brad- 
bourn,  and  ferved  in  parliament  for  this  county  in  the 
fecond  parliament  of  king  George  I.  Pie  married 
Anne,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Mufters,  efq. 
of  Nottinghamfhire,  by  whom  he  had  four  fons;  Sir 
Thomas,  his  fucceflor  ; Sir  Roger,  fucceli'or  to  his 
brother;  and  William,  and  John  deceafed.  He  died 
in  1728,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon.  Sir 
vol.  iy.  i-  1 ft homas 
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Thomas  Twifden,  before-mentioned,  who  going 
abroad  died  at  Grenada,  in  Spain,  in  1737,  unmar- 
ried, and  was  fucceededin  dignity  and  this  eftate  by 
his  brother,  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  bart.  who  refided  at 
Bradbourn,  which  he  fo  highly  improved,  that  there 
are  few  feats  of  private  gentlemen,  that  exceed  it, 
either  in  convenience,  beauty,  or  pleafantnefs. 

He  lerved  in  parliament  for  this  county  in  the  5th 
and  6th  parliament  of  king  George  II.  and  having  re- 
lided  here  with  the  worthieft  of  characters,  he  died  in 
1 7 7 2 » aiK^  was  buried  with  his  anceftors  in  Haft  Mai- 
ling church.  By  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Edmund  Watton,  elq.  of  Addington,  and 
widow  of  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq.  who  furvived 
him,  and  died  in  1775,  left  three  Ions,  Roger; 
William,  who  refided  at  Blythe,  and  married  Mils 
Kirkman,  and  died  /.  p.  and  John  Papillon.  He  was 
lucceeded  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  bart. 
or  Bradbourn,  whodied  in  1779,  leaving  his  wifeRe- 
becca,  daughter  of  Ifaac  Wildafh,  efq.  of  Chatham, 
big  with  child,  which  proved  to  be  a daughter,  on 
furviving  brother  Sir  John  Papillon 
Twifden,  bart.  fucceeded  him  both  in  title  and  his 
eftates  in  this  pari fli,  of  which  he  is  the  prefent  pof- 
feftor.  Lie  refides  at  Bradbourn,  and  in  1782  mar- 
ried a daughter  of  admiral  Sir  Francis  Geary,  of 
Poll  den,  in  Surry,  bart.  by  whom  he  has  a fon,  born 
in  1784. 

CHARITIES. 

Mr.  Richard  Burnet  gave  by  will  in  1578,  four  bufhels 
cl  wheat,  in  money  20s.  to  be  diflributed  yearly  to  the  poor  of 
this  parifli  for  ever,  on  Good  Friday,  veiled  in  the  church- 
wardens. 

Mrs.  Mary  T urner,  in  1679,  gave  by  "ill  20s.  to  be  dif- 
cuty  poor  widows  of  this  parifli  on  Lady-day  for 
ever,  verted  in  the  fame. 

T he  lady  Jane  Twisden,  relift  of  judge  Twifden,  gave 
by  will  in  1702,  toward  putting  out  poor  children,  born  in  this 

parifli. 
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patifii,  apprentices,  the  fum  of  iool.  now  veiled  in  the  fame, 
and  of  the  annual  produce  of  4I.  4s. 

James  Tomlyn  gave  by  will  in  1752,  to  teach  poor  children 
to  write,  and  the  church  catechifm,  and  to  read,  5I.  yearly  for 
ever,  ifluing  out  of  land  in  this  parifh,  called  Crouch,”  veiled  in 
the  churchwardens,  and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

East  Malling  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  ofRochefter,  and  being  a 
•peculiar  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  is  as  fuch 
within  the  deanry  of  Shoreham. 

The  church  of  Eaft  Mailing  is  dedicated  to  St. 
James.  It  is  a handfome  building,  with  a lquare 
tower  at  the  weft  end  of  it. 

Archbifhop  Anfelm,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  king 
William  Rufus,  gave  the  church  of  Eaft  Malling  to  the 
nunnery  of  the  adjoining  parifh  of  Weft  Mailing,  and 
granted,  that  the  abbefs  and  nuns  there  ftiould  hold  it 
appropriated  to  them.9 

Simon,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  in  1363,  on  the 
complaint  of  Sir  John  Lorkyn,  perpetual  vicar  of  this 
church,  that  the  portion  of  his  vicarage,  the  church  of 
which  was  held  appropriated  by  the  abbefs  and  convent 
of  Mailing,,  was  infufficient  for  his  decent  fupport  and 
for  the  payment  of  epifcopal  dues,  and  the  fupport  of 
other  burthens  incumbent  on  him  ■,  and  the  abbefs  and 
convent  being  defirous  of  providing  a proper  fupport 
for  the  vicar  and  his  fucceffors,  as  far  as  was  necellary, 
and  agreeing,  under  their  common  Teal,  to  affign  to 
him  and  them  the  portions  under-mentioned,  which 
the  archbifhop  approved  of  as  fufficient,  and  the  vicar 
likewife  agreed  to — decreed,  and  ordained,  that  the 
vicar  and  his  fucceffors,  fhoilld  have  the  manfion  be- 
longing to  the  vicarage,  with  the  garden  of  it,  and  fix 
acres  and  three  roods  of  arable  land,  and  two  acres  of 
meadow,  which  they  ufed  to  have  in  paft  times,  free 

q See  the  confirmations  of  this  gift  in  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p. 
354,  Reg.  Roft.  p.  480,  486* 
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and  discharged  from  the  payment  of  tithes,  together 
with  the  herbage  of  the  cemetery  of  the  church,  and 
the  trees  growing  on  it,  and  the  tithes  of  ftlva  cedua , 
Iambs,  wool,  pigs,  geefe,  ducks,  eggs,  chicken,  calves, 
cheefe,  and  the  produce  of  the  dairy,  pidgeons,  hemp, 
and  flax,  apples,  pears,  pafture,  honey,  wax  beans 
planted  in  gardens,  and  of  all  other  feeds  whatfoever 
town  in  them,  and  alfo  the  tithes  of  flieaves  arifing 
from  orchards  or  gardens,  dug  with  the  foot,  together 
with  the  tithes  as  well  of  the  cattle  of  the  religious  in 
their  manors  and  lands  wherefoever  Situated  within  the 
parifli,  either  bred  up,  feeding,  or  lying  there,  and  of 
all  other  matters  above-mentioned,  being  within  the 
Said  manors  and  lands,  as  of  the  cattle  and  matters  of 
this  fort  of  all  others  whatfoever,  arifing  within  the  pa- 
nto ; and  further,  that  the  vicar  and  his  fuccefiors, 
miniftering  in  the  church,  fhould  take  at  all  future 
times  all  manner  of  oblations,  as  well  in  the  parifli 
church,  as  in  the  chapel  of  St.  John,  at  Newhethe,  in 
this  parifli,  and  all  other  places  within  it,  then  or  in 
future,  and  the  tithes  of  bufinefs  of  profit,  of  butchers, 
carpenters,  brewers,  and  other  artificers  and  tradefmen 
whatfoever,  to  this  church  in  any  wife  belonging,  and 
likewife  the  refidue  of  the  pafchal  wax,  after  the  break- 
ing of  the  fame,  and  legacies  then,  or  which  might  af- 
terwards be  left  to  the  high  altar,  and  the  reft  of  the 
altars,  or  images;  and  he  decreed,  that  only  the  tithes 
of  the  two  mills  in  this  parifli  belonging  to  the  reli- 
gious, and  alfo  the  great  tithes  of  flieaves,  and  of  hay 
wherefoever  arifing  within  the  parifli,  ftiould  in  future 
belong  to  the  abbefs  and  convent.  And  he  taxed  this 
portion  of  the  vicar  at  ten  marcs  fterling  yearly  value; 
according  to  which  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar  fhould 
pay  the  tenth,  whenever  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid  in 
future;  and  that  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  fhould 
undergo  the  burthen  of  officiating  in  this  church,  ei- 
ther by  himfelf,  or  fome  other  fit  prieft,  in  divine  fer- 
vices,  and  in  finding  of  bread  and  wine,  for  the  cele- 
bration 
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bration  of  the  facraments,  and  of  the  two  proceffional 
tapers,  as  heretofore  ; and  that  he  fhould  receive  and 
undergo  all  other  profits  and  burthens,  otherwife  than 
as  before-mentioned. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
iok  8s.  4d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  os.  tod. 

Sir  John  Twifden  is  the  prefent  patron  of  this  vi- 
carage. 

The  vicar  of  Eafl;  Mailing  is  always  intitled  to  be 
one  of  the  minifters,  who  preach  at  the  le&ure  founded 
in  Town  Mailing  church,  that  is,  one  fermon  every 
fortnight,  tfn  a Saturday,  being  the  market-day  ; and 
he  receives  ten  (hillings  for  each  fermon  he  preaches. 


CHURCH  OF  EAST  MALL  me. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  Jirefented. 

Abbefs  and  convent  of  Mailing 


The  King 


\ 

f He  was  prebendary  of  the  great 
rrtafs  in  the  conventual  church  of 
Town  Mailing,  and  lies  buried  in  this 
church. 

* Sec  troubles  of  archbiiliop  Laud, 

P*  5^- 

t Rym.  Fcdd.  vol.  xvui.  p.  root. 
He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
o And  reftor  of  Trottefclive. 


Vic  A RS. 

Richard  Adams , obt.  May  6, 
1522/ 

......  Throgmorton , 1633/ 

Robert  IVhittle , A.  M.  March  1, 
1627,  °bt.  July  13,  1679.' 

Barr 010. 

Thomas  Hill,  1 716. 

Thomas  Cock  man,  1723.“ 

IKilliam  PerfeA,  prefented  in 
March  1745,  obt.  June  2, 
1 75  7- 

Ri  chard  fa  cob,  A.  M.  1757." 
Daniel  Hill , A.  M.  1764,  the 
prefent  vicar/ 

w Alfo  vicar  of  New  Romney  by 
difpenfation,  palled  in  1757. 

* He  was  before  mailer  of  the 
grammar  lchool  at  Faveriham,  and 
had  been  vicar  of  Yalding  before  that, 
which  he  religned  He  holds  the 
re&ory  of  Addington  with  this  vi- 
carage of  F.alt  Mailing  by  difpenfa- 
tion,  palled  in  176S. 
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WEST  OR  TOWN  MALLING. 

WESTWARD  from  Eaft  Mailing  lies  the  town 
and  parifh  of  Weft  Mailing,  now  tnoft  commonly  called 
Town  Mailing. 

It  is  written  in  Domefday,  Mallengetis,  and  in 
the  Textns  Roffenjis , Mellinges.  In  many  deeds 
after  the  conqueft,  it  is  ftiled  Millinges  Parva,  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  Eaft  Mailing,  then  the  larger  and 
more  noted  village  of  the  two. 

The  town  and  parifh  of  Weft  Mailing,  excepting 
the  borough  of  St.  Leonard,  which  is  under  the  jurif- 
di£lion  of  the  conftables  of  the  hundred  of  Larkfield, 
is  under  the  jurifdi&ion  of  its  own  conftables,  of  which 
there  are  two  chofen  yearly. 

The  parish  of  Town  Mailing,  as  it  is  ufually  called, 
is  fituated  equally  pleafant  and  healthy.  It  lies  on 
high  ground,  and  though  dry  is  well  watered,  the  foil 
of  it  being  in  the  northern  part  a fand,  the  reft  of  it  a 
loam,  covering  the  quarry  rock,  which  is  very  fertile, 
as  has  been  frequently  noticed  before  in  the  like 
fituations.  The  high  road  from  London  through 
Wrotham  to  Maidftone,  at  the  twenty -ninth  mile  ftone 
leads  along  the  northern  boundaries  of  the  parifh,  be- 
ing called  in  king  Edmund’s  grant  of  this  place  to  the 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  the  military  way,  no  doubt  from 
its  having  been  ufed  as  luch  by  the  Romans,  fouthward 
of  it  the  ground  gently  rifing  ; at  lefs  than  a quarter  of 
a mile’s  diftanceis  the  town  of  Mailing,  which  is  well 
built,  having  many  genteel  houfes  in  it,  the  ftreets  of  a 
handfome  width,  and  well  paved.  At  the  eaft  end  of 
it  is  the  abbey,  to  which  the  approach  is  by  a venera- 
ble antient  gateway.  Although  the  houfe  itl'elf  was 
almoft  all  of  it  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Hony- 
wood,  yet  many  of  the  antient  buildings  and  offices  be- 
longing 
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longing  to  it  are  dill  remaining,  and  are  made  ufe  of  as 
luch  at  prefcnt.  A handfome  tower  of  the  church 
the  front  of  which  is  decorated  with  interfering  arches 
and  zig-zag  ornaments,  fimilar'to  thofe  on  die  weft 
front  of  Rochefter  cathedral,  built  by  the  fame  founder, 
bifhop  Gundulph,  is  ftill  remaining,  as  is  an  antient 
chapel  or  oratory,  now  made  ufe  of  as  a dwelling- 
houfe. 

From  the  foundations  difcovered  in  levelling  the 
ground  by  Mr.  Honyvvood,  it  appears,  that  this  abbey 
confided  of  two  quadrangles  or  courts,  with  cloyfters, 
and  a fpacious  hall ; and  that  the  church  had  another 
tower,  of  the  like  fize  to  that  now  (landing.  The  bu- 
rying- place  fee  ms  to  have  been  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
church,  as  in  digging  there,  great  quantities  of  human 
bones  have  been  thrown  up,  and  two  done  coffins  with 
fkeletons  in  them,  the  lids  of  them  had  no  inlcriptions 
on  them,  but  were  ornamented  each  with  ajcrofs,  having  a 
quaterfoil  pierced  at  the  upper  end,  the  ftem  of  which 
was  crofted  more  than  once  with  foliage,  levcral  rinps 
and  trinkets,  and  lbme  old  coins  have  likewife  been 
found  at  different  times  in  cleaning  away  the  rubbifh. 

Over  the  weft  end  of  the  grand  gateway,  which 
(lands  at  the  entrance  into  the  precindt  of  the  abbey 
from  the  town,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  building,  there  is 
carved  in  done,  a heart  diddling  drops  of  blood,  and 
on  the  other  fide,  in  a ihield,  Ermine,  a crozier  in  bend 
Jinifter , on  a chief  three  annulets. 

In  the  meadows  above  the  gardens,  are  large  fquare 
excavations  ftill  viftble,  where  the  ftftt  ponds  of  the 
nunnery  formerly  were. 

The  precinfl  of  this  monaftery  is  wa Hied  by  a rivu- 
let of  excellent  clear  water,  which  rifing  in  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Leonard,  runs  by  the  ho  ufe,  and  through  the 
gardens  of  it,  whence  gulhing  through  the  wall  with  a caf- 
cade,  it  erodes  the  road  towards  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brooke’s 
gardens.  There  is  a view  of  this  abbey  in  its  prefent 

i I 4 date 
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ftate  published  by  Mr.  Grofe,  in  his  Antiquities  of 
England. 

Near  the  abbey  gate  there  is  a good  houfe,  with  a 
large  garden,  canal,  and  pleafure  grounds,  behind  it, 
reaching  down  to  the  London  road.  It  has  been  many 
years  the  refidence  of  the  Brooke’s,  from  whom  it 
pa  fled  by  the  will  of  Jofcph  Brooke,  efq.  who  died  in 
1792,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  widow  in  1796,  to  the 
Rev.  John  Kenward  Shaw,  brother  of  Sir  John  Gre- 
gory Shaw,  bart.  who  has  fince,  in  purfuance  of  the 
above  will,  and  by  the  king’s  licence,  taken  the  name 
of  Brooke,  and  now  refides  in  it.  A little  further  weft- 
ward  there  is  a very  antient  (tone  building,  called  the 
Old  Gaol,  having  narrow  gothic  windows,  and  the 
walls  of  great  thicknefs.  It  is  reported  to  have  been 
the  prifon  belonging  to  the  abbey,  and  is  now  ufed  as 
an  oaft  for  the  drying  of  hops.  About  the  middle  of 
the  ftreet  ftands  the  church,  and  a little  diftance  from  it 
a good  houfe,  late  the  refidence  of  Benjamin  Hubble, 
efq.  whofe  family  have  been  inhabitants  of  this  town 
for  fome  length  of  time,  feveral  of  them  lying  buried 
in  this  church.  He  died  in  1780,  leaving  his  widow, 
filter  of  Richard  Savage,  efq.  of  Boughton  Monchel- 
fea,  furviving,  and  two  daughters,  his  coheirs,  one  of 
whom  having  married  Thomas  Auguftus  Douce,  efq. 
he  now  refides  in  it ; further  fouthward  is  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Leonard,  now  making  part  of  the  town,  and 
called  St.  Leonard’s-ftreet,  in  which  is  an  antient  feat, 
fome  years  ago  the  refidence  of  Charles  Stewart,  efq. 
whofe  father  admiral  Stewart  purchafed  it  of  judge 
Twifden.  This  diftrift  had  once  a cell  in  it,  belong- 
ing to  the  abbey,  with  a chapel.  It  was  given  at  the 
time  the  manor  and  church  was  to  it,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned.  The  whole  of  it  has  been  long 
fince  defecrated,  and  in  ruins  j the  fquare  tower  of  the 
chapel  which  ftands  in  the  next  field  louth-weft  from 
the  late  Mr.  Stewart’s  houfe,  is  all  that  remains  of  it. 
It  was  purchafed  by  him  fome  years  ago,  of  Sir  John 

Honywood, 
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Honywood,  in  exchange  for  other  premiies  near  the 
abbey,  and  is  now  made  ufe  of  as  a (towage  for  hops. 
Mr.  Stewart  died  in  1780,  and  was  buried  near  his 
father  in  this  church,  and  he  was  fucceedcd  here  by 
the  hon.  admiral  John  Forbes,  who  lately  died  pof- 
(e(Ied  of  it.  A market  is  held  in  the  principal  hiofi- 
ftreet  every  Saturday,  which  is  plentifully  fupplied  and 
well  frequented.  There  are  three  fairs,  which  are 
held  by  the  alteration  of  the  (tile  on  Auguft  1 2,  Oc- 
tober 2,  and  November  17,  yearly,  for  horfes,  cattle, 
toys,  &c.  The  whole  town  is  excellently  well  watered 
with  fine  fprings,  which  having  fupplied  the  town  and 
abbey,  colled  themfelves  into  one  If  ream,  and  paflmg 
northward  through  Mr.  Brooke’s  grounds,  crofs  the 
high  Maidftone  road,  and  runs  from  thence  into  the 
Addington  brook,  juft  above  Leyborne  mill. 

About  half  a mile  fouth-eaft  from  the  abbey  there 
is  a good  modern-built  houfe,  called  New  Bame , which 
formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  Alehin,  from  whom  it  pafi'ed 
to  Graham,  the  prefent  pofleffor,  who  refides  in  it. 

Above  St.  Leonard’s  ftreet  is  the  high  road  from 
Tefton  over  Eaft-Malling-heath,  and  through  this  pa- 
nto to  Offharn,  fouthward  of  which  this  parifb  extends 
into  the  large  trad  of  coppice  woods  which  reach  to 
Weft  Peckhamand  Mereworth. 

Dr.  William  Briggs,  an  eminent  phyfician,  refided 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century  at  Town  Mailing, 
where  he  died.  Sept.  1704,  ast.  64,  and  was  buried  in 
this  church.  He  was  a great  traveller  into  foreign 
countries,  and  was  greatly  efteemed  for  his  (kill  in  Ms 
profeftion,  as  well  as  for  his  learning,  of  which  the  fe- 
veral  writings  he  publifhed  are  fufficient  tefti monies. 
He  was  phyfician  in  ordinary  to  king  William,  and  to 
St.  Thomas’s  hofpital,  and  bore  his  arms.  Gules , three 
bars  gemelles,  or>  a canton  fable  J 

r General  Di&ionary,  vol.  iii.  p.  592. 

This 
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This  place  was  given,  about  the  year  945,  by 
Edmund,  king  of  the  Angles  and  of  Mercia,  to  Burhric, 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  by  the  defcription  of  a fmall  por- 
tion of  his  land,  called  Me  allingas,  containing  three 
plough  lands  ; and  he  granted  it  to  him,  for  the  good 
of  his  foul,  in  perpetual  inheritance,  in  augmentation 
of  the  revenues  of  his  monaftery  of  St.  Andrew,  with 
all  its  rights,  liberties,  members,  and  appurtenances, 
and  this  he  did  with  the  confent  of  his  nobles  and 
princes,  whofe  names  were  fubfcribed  to  it.  After 
the  names  of  king  Edmund,  Edred.  his  brother,  and 
Eadgife  his  mother,  are  tiiofe  of  the  archbifhops  and 
bifhops,  and  then  that  of  AElgifu,  the  king’s  concubine, 
Ego  jElgifu  Concubina  Regis  afui , and  after  her  the 
dukes,  &c.  The  bounds  of  this  land  are  thus  delcribed 
in  Saxon,  viz.  from  the  fouth  part  of  it  to  the  king's 
plaine , and  from  thence  to  the  bounds  of’  the  parifh  of 
Offaham , and  thence  to  the  military  way , and  fo  along 
the  faid  way  over  Lillebume  to  the  bounds  of  the  parifh 
of  Eft  Meallinges , and  fo  di  redly  fouth  ward  from  the 
eaft  of  the  crofs  or  gallows  to  the  broad  way  towards 
the  fouth,  in  a diced  line  along  the  faid  way  to  the 
king's  plaine.  To  which  the  king  added  certain  den- 
beries  for  the  pannage  of  hogs. 

This  land  did  not  continue  long  in  the  poffefTion  of 
the  church  of  Rochefter,  being  wrefted  from  it  in  the 
time  of  the  Danilh  wars  j and  when  William  the  Con- 
queror had  attained  the  crown,  he  gave  it  to  Odo,  bi- 
fhop of  Baieux,  his  half  brother,  from  whom  it  was 
recovered,  together  with  the  church  of  Mallinges,  in 
the  folemn  affembly  of  the  whole  county  held  on  this 
occafion,  by  the  king’s  command,  at  Pinenden  heath, 
in  1076,  by  archbifhop  Lanfranc,  who  afterward  re- 
ftored  it  to  bifhop  Gundulph,  and  the  church  of  St. 
Andrew  ; which  gift  was  confirmed  by  archbifhops 
Anfelm  and  Boniface.2 

3 Reg.  Roff.  p.  442.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  2. 
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In  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about  four  years 
afterwards,  this  manor  is  thus  defcribed,  under  the  ge- 
neral title  of  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter’s  lands : 

The  fame  bijhop  ( of  Rothejler)  holds  Mellingetes , it 
was  taxed , in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confe format 
three  fittings , and  now  at  one  and  an  half.  The  arable 
land  is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  there  is  one , and  five 
"■villeins,  with  fix  borderers , having  two  carucates.  There 
is  a church , and  one  mill  of  two  /hillings , wood  for  the 
pannage  of  twenty  hogs.  In  the  time  "of  king  Edward 
the  Confeffor , and  afterwards , it  was  worth  forty  JhiE 
lings , and  now  four  pounds. 

Bifhop  Gundulph,  in  the  4th  year  of  the  reign  of 
king  William  Rufus,  anno  1090,  having  founded  an 
abbey  of  Benediftine  nuns  in  this  parifh,  to  the  honor 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  gave  this  manor  and  church  to  it, 
with  other  pofleflions  for  the  endowment  of  k ? and 
although  it  was,  about  one  hundred  years  after  its  being 
fird  erected,  with  the  adjoining  village,  dedroyed  by 
fire,  yet  it  was  again  foon  afterwards  re-edified,  and 
continued  to  increafe  in  a flourifhing  date. 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  anno  1278,  the 
abbefs  of  Mailing  claimed  lundry  liberties  in  tins  pa- 
rifh, by  grant  from  king  Henry  III.  and  a market 
weekly  throughout  tjie  year  on  a Saturday  and  Wed- 
nefday  ; and  lhe  claimed  by  grant  from  king  John  to 
have  warren  in  all  her  lands  at  Mailing,  by  grant  from 
king  Henry,  from  time  beyond  memory  ; and  to  have 
fairs  in  the  parifh  on  the  eve,  day,  and  morrow  of  St. 
Matthew  the  apodle,  and  the  like  on  the  eve,  and  day 
of  St.  Leonard,  and  the  like  on  the  eve,  and  day  of  St. 
Peter,  ad  vincula. 

By  which,  and  fuch  like  favours  granted  to  it,  this 
place,  which  at  the  fird  foundation  of  the  monadery 

a Tan.  Mon.  p.  211.  See  the  feveral  confirmations  of  this 
gift  of  Mallinges  Parva,  with  the  market,  the  church  of  St.  I.eo- 
jiarde  and  of  St.  Mary  of  Mallinges,  & c.  in  Reg.  Rolf,  p 4S0 
to  486. 
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was  plain  fields,  and  almoft  without  an  inhabitant,  be- 
came notwithstanding  its  former  calamity  mentioned 
before,  exceedingly  populous  from  the  numbers  who 
flocked  to  it  from  all  parts,  who  building  themfelves 
houfes  here,  increafed  the  village  to  a large  iize,  well 
fuited  for  trade,  to  the  no  fmall  emolument  of  the 
nuns  ; whence  it  foon  loft  its  name  of  Mailing  Parva, 
which  was  for  fome  time  transferred  to  the  neighbour- 
ing parifh  of  Eaft  Mailing,  as  appears  by  fome  grants, 
&c.  of  this  time,  and  king  Edward  IJI.b 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  temporali- 
ties of  the  abbefs  of  Mailing  in  this  parifh  and  Eaft 
Mailing  were  valued  at  forty-five  pounds. 

There  was  an  annual  penfion  of  ten  pounds  of  wax, 
and  one  boar,  paid  by  the  abbefs  to  the  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  her  fubje&ion  to 
that  fee. 

In  the  year  1321,  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  at  the 
king’s  requeft,  to  whom  the  nuns  had  made  a com- 
plaint, that  their  monaftery  was  ruined  by  the  bad  ma- 
nagement of  their  abbefs,  lifter  of  Bartholomew  de  Ba- 
dlefmere,  vifited  it,  and  heard  the  complaints  againft 
her  j in  conlequence  of  which  fhe  refigned,  and  the 
lady  Agnes  de  Leyborne,  was  chofen  in  her  room. 
Three  years  after  which  fhe  died,  and  the  bifhop,  at 
the  unanimous  requeft  of  the  nuns,  appointed  Lora  de 
Reding  abbefs  here,  though  much  againft  his  will, 
knowing  her  to  be  very  ignorant,  and  unfit  for  the  of- 
fice. However,  he  inhibited  her  giving  a corredy  to 
her  maid  fervant,  as  had  been  the  cuftom,  and  fequef- 
tered  their  common  feal,  inhibiting  her  from  ufing  it 
without  his  licence. 

1 

A great  peftilence  raging  in  the  year  1348,  the  bi- 
lhop made  two  abbefies  here,  who  prefently  died  ; nor 
were  there  more  than  four  nuns  profeffed,  and  four  not 
profefled,  remaining  in  this  monaftery ; and  he  com- 

b Wharton’s  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  ii.  p.  288. 
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mitted  the  cuftody  of  the  fpirituals  and  temporals  to 
two  of  them,  as  there  was  not  a proper  perfon  for  the 
office  of  abbefs. 

In  the  year  1493,  anno  9 Henry  VII.  Joane  Moone 
was  abbels  of  th  s monaftery.c 

. Tllls  abbey  was  furrendered  into  the  kind’s  hands 

W/ r I'  among  which  were  manors 

of  Eaft  and  Weft  Mailing,  with  the  preempts  of  Ewell 

and  Parrock  annexed  to  the  latter,  by  Margaret  Ver- 
non, abbels,  and  the  convent  of  it,  in  the^oth  year 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  at  which  time  it  was  valued  at 
245I.  10s.  2|d.  annual  rent,  according  to  Sneed  and 
2i81.  4s.  2|d.  clear  value,  according  tS  Dugdal,  and 
there  was  granted  to  the  abbefs  a penfion  of  forty 
pounds  yearly,  and  to  eleven  nuns  from  3I.  6s.  Sd 

down  to  2I.  13s.  4d.  yearly  penfions,  each  for  their 
lives. 


After  which  that  king,  by  his  letters  patent,  in  his 
3 1 ft  year,  granted  and  fold,  in  exchange,  among  other 
premiles,  to  Thomas  Cranmer,  archbilhop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  fcite  of  the  abbey,  with  the  precin&and 
circuit  of  it,  and  the  manors  of  Weft  Mallino-,  Ewell 
and  Parocke,  and  the  parfonage  of  Weft  Mailing,  late 
appropriate  to  it,  excepting  to  the  king  all  advovvfons 
prelentations,  &c.  to  hold  by  knight’s  iervice,  at  the 
yearly  rent  therein  mentioned  ; and  as  the  kino-  was 
entitled  to  the  tenths  of  thefe  premifes,  he  difcharged 
the  archbilhop  of  them,  and  all  other  outgoings 
whatfoever,  except  the  rent  therein  mentioned. 
Which  grant  was  in  confequence  of  an  indenture 
made  between  the  king  and  the  archbilhop,  inrolled 
in  the  Augmentation-office. 

Thefe  manors  and  premifes  were  again  exchanged 
with  the  crown  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabethan  the  12th  year  of  which  fhe  granted  them 


' Wharton’s  Aug.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  364.  Reg.-  RofF.  p.  4gn. 
Inelurrendry  is  in  the  Augmentation-office. 
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in  leafe  to  Sir  Henry  Brooke,  alias  Cobham,  fifth  fon 
of  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham ; after  which  they 
were  held  by  the  fame  pofieffbrs,  as  the  manor  of 
Eaft  Mailing  before  delcribed,  till  at  length,  after 
the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Brett,  anno  1621,  king 
fames  granted  the  manor  of  Weft,  alias  lown  Mal- 
jino,  with  the  precind  of  Ewell  annexed,  the  fcite  of 
the^’late  monaftery,  with  the  houfe,  buildings,  and 
pround  within  the  precind  of  it  with  all  their  appurte- 
nances, late  parcel  of  the  pofieffions  of  the  late  monaf- 
tery ^ in  fee , to  John  Rayney,  efq.  which  was  further 
confirmed  to  Sir  fonn  Rayney,  his  eldeft  Ion,  in  the 
2d  year  of  king  Charles  I.  He  was  of  Wrotham- 
place,  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  was  created  a ba- 
ronet of  Nova  Scotia,  in  1641,  and  his  fon  of  the 
fame  name, about  the  time  of  the  reftoration,  conveyed 
thefe  premiles  to  llaac  Bony  wood,  gent,  of  Hampfied, 
Middlefex,  who  was  the  only  fon  of  Edward,  third 
fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Honywood,  of  Elmfled,  anceftor 
likewifeof  the  prefent  Sir  John  Honywood,  of  Elmf- 
ted,  baronet,  and  he  continued  to  bear  the  lame 
coat  of  arms  ; whofe  fecond  fon,  Ifaac  Honywood, 
efq.  of  Hampfied,  fucceededhim  in  this  manor  and 
ellate.  Frazer  Honywood,  elq.  of  Hampfied  and 
London,  his  only  ton  and  heir,  rebuilt  the  abbey 
houfe  of  Mailing  in  the  antient  gothic  tafte,  at  a very 
great  expence,  making  it  one  of  the  feats  of  his  reli- 
dence,  and  having  thus  greatly  improved  it,  he  died 
poffefied  of  this  feat  and  manor,  with  the  ellate  be- 
longing to  it,  in  1764,  leaving  no  iffue  by  his  wife, 
the  daughter  of  Abraham  Atkins,  of  Clapham.  He 
gave  them,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  his  yftates  here  and 
ellewhere,  by  will,  to  his  kinfman,  Sir  John  Hony- 
wood, bart.  of  Elmfled,  and  his  heirs  male,  with  di- 
vers remainders  over  to  the  family  of  Honywood.  Sir 
John  Honywood,  bart.  is  lince  deceafed,  and  his  grand- 
ion  of  the  fame  name  is  the  prefent  owner  of  this  ma- 
nor, with  the  precind  of  Ewell  annexed,  and  the  feat 
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Of  Mailing  abbey,  with  the  lands  and  appurtenances 
in  this  pariih  belonging  to  it,  but  Mr.  Foote  relides 
in  it. 

The  family  of  Say  antiently  poffeflcd  the  manor 
of  Clements  in  Ewell,  in  this  pariih.  Geoffry 
de  Say  held  it  in  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  as 
half  a knight’s  fee.  His  fon,  Geoffry  de  Say,  paid 
aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  half 
a knight’s  fee,  which  John  at  Forde  held  before  in 
Ewell,  in  Mailing,  of  the  biihopof  Rochefter.  This 
manor  was  afterwards  in  the  name  of  Coveney,0  and 
in  the  latter  end  of  king  Henry  VUI.  it  was  in  the 
poffeffion  of  Mr.  William  Fowle.  Since  which  it  has 
funk  into  fuch  obfcurity,  that  neither  the  fcite  nor 
the  owners  of  it  can  be  traced  out  even  by  the  molt 
diligent  enquiries. 


CHARITIES. 

There  is  a le&ure  founded  in  this  church  of  a fermon  every 
fortnight,  on  the  Saturday  ; two  of  the  preachers  to  be  the  minil- 
ters  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Mailing,  who  are  to  be  paid  10s.  for  every 
fermon  they  preach ; the  other  preachers  are  appointed  at  the 
will  of  the  truftees. 

Francis  Tresse,  gent,  ofthistown,  who  died  in  1632, bv 
his  will  gave  a piece  of  land,  and  40I.  towards  the  building  of  a 
free  fchool  in  this  parifli ; and  he  charged  one  of  his  hotifes  in 
Town  Mailing  with  thefum  of  13s.  4d.  per  annum,  for  the  keep- 
ing of  it  in  repair;  and  appointed  that  four  principal  freeholders 
of  this  parifli  fliould  be  truftees  for  the  execution  of  this  part 
of  his  will  forever.  This  fchool  was  accordingly  erefted,  and 
was  made  ufe  of  for  the  teaching  of  boys  writing  and  arith- 
metic. The  charity  is  vefted  in  the  minifter  and  four  fubftan- 
tial  freehold  inhabitants,  and  the  eftate  out  of  which  it  is  paid  in 
Mr.  Robert  Sutton,  of  this  parifli,  but  there  being  no  matter, 
the  fchool-houfe  is  at  prefent  let  to  the  late  mafter’s  widow  at  2gs. 
per  annum,  which  with  the  13s.  4d.  is  applied  towards  the  main- 
taining of  the  building.  He  alto  gave  two  lilver  cups  for  the 
ufe  of  the  holy  communion,  and  6s.  8d.  payable  yearly  out  of  a 
piece  of  land,  called  Coufin's  Plat,  now  vefted  in  Mary  Hromc, 
widow. 


e Mr.  Pctyt’s  Fee  clary,  his  Book  of  Kent.. 
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Sir  Robert  Brett,  by  will  in  1620,  gave  land  fufficient  to 
pay  yearly  10s.  per  week,  to  be  bellowed  in  bread  and  meat  to 
twenty  poor  perfons,  or  elfe  to  be  difrributed  in  money  to  them. 
His  executors  accordingly  conveyed  land*  in  Tewklbury,  in 
Gloucefterfhire,  for  this  purpofe,  which  is  now  veiled  in  lord 
Romney,  and  twenty-three  others,  truftees,  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  26I.  but  of  late  years  the  annual  produce  has  been  but 
19k  14s. 

Town  Malling  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
ridisction  of  the  dioce/e  of  Rochefter,  and  gives  name 
to  the  deanry  of  Malling,  in  which  it  is  fituated. 

The  church,  which  is  a handfome  building,  with 
an  elegant  fpire  fteeple,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1778,  fome  of  the 
main  pillars  of  the  body  of  it  giving  way,  the  whole 
roof  of  it  fell  in,  leaving  only  the  fteeple  and  chancel 
at  the  two  extremities  of  it  ftanding.  It  has  fince 
been  repaired,  and  thoroughly  finilhed  by  a brief, 
which  was  obtained  for  that  purpofe. 

The  church  of  Weft  Malling  was  given,  with  the 
manor,  to  the  church  of  Rochefter,  by  king  Edmund, 
in  945  ; and  having  afterwards  been  taken  from  it, 
was  again  reftored  by  archbifhop  Lanfranc  to  biftiop 
Gundulph,  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  who  gave 
it  to  themonaftery  here,  at  his  foundation  of  it,  and 
this  gilt  was  confirmed  by  feveral  fucceeding  kings, 
archbifbops  of  Canterbury,  bifhops  of  Rochefter,  &c. 
as  has  been  already  mentioned. 

It  was  appropriated  to  the  abbefs  and  convent  by 
bifhop  Gundulph,  at  the  time  it  was  given  to  them; 
which  appropriation  was  fpecially  confirmed  by  Si- 
mon, archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  year  1351. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  great  difputes 
arifing  between  the  abbefs  and  nuns  of  this  monaftery, 
and  Robert  de  Beulton,  perpetual  vicar  of  this  church, 
efpecially  concerning  the  receiving  of  the  tithes  of 
flax  and  hemp,  and  the  payment  of  archidiaconal 
procurations,  they  were  at  laft  'fettled  by  Hamo,  bi- 
ihop  ot  Rochefter,  who  in  the  year  i 339,  decreed, 

that, 
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that,  laving  the  due  and  accuftomed  portion  of  the 

0i  ^reat  ma^S  In  ^ie  conventual  church 
ot  Mailing,  and  the  portion  of  the  vicar,  as  under- 
mentioned, the  religious  Ihould  take  all  tithes  of  corn 
within  the  parifh,  and  all  oblations  and  obventions 
belonging  to  their  conventual  church,  and  the  cell  of 
St.  Leonard  ; and  that  they  Ihould  not  be  bound  to 
pay  to  the  vicar  the  tithes  of  their  hay,  woods,  or 
mills.  And  whereas  the  bilhop  was  informed,  and 
it  was  allowed,  that  the  above-mentioned  preben- 
dary, and  other  domeftics,  ferving  in  the  monaftery, 
or  in  the  houfes  of  the  prebendary,  or  perpetual 
chaplain,  celebrating  for  the  dead,  as  alio  the  bro- 
thers and  filters,  and  other  perfons  dwelling  in  the 
monaftery,  or  houfe  of  the  prebendary,  who,  when 
they  were  without  the  monaftery  and  houfes,  were  not 
lloufekeepers  in  the  pandi,  were  wont  to  receive  the 
facraments  and  facramentals,  in  life  and  in  death, 
and  to  be  buried  there,  if  they  happened  to  die  within 
the  monaftery  or  houfes,  unlefs  by  chance  they  chofe 
to  be  buried  elfewhere ; in  which  cafe,  the  religious 
had  the  firft  mats  for  the  body  before  them,  in  their 
monaftery,  and  received  all  the  oblations  then  and 
there  made,  fo  that  no  portion  was  left  lor  the  vicar 
of  the  parifh  church.  And  further,  that  the  pre- 
bendary for  the  time  being  had  been  ufed  to  receive 
antiently,  and  to  that  time,  in  part  of  the  portion  due 
to  him,  all  the  great  and  fmall  tithes  of  the  demefne 
lands  of  the  religious,  and  of  the  food  of  their  cattle, 
and  alfo  thegreat  tithes  arifing  from  many  of  the  crofts 
of  their  tenants  fituated  in  the  laid  parifh,  and  alfo  the 
fmall  tithes  of  his  houfe,  and  of  the  houfe  and  land 
of  the  perpetual  chaplain  aforefaid,  and  all  the  predial 
tithes  arifing  from  the  houfes  or  meftuages/  curti- 
lages and  gardens,  late  of  Thomas  atte  Shoppe  and 
William  Cake,  in  the  ftreet,  called  Holirode-ftrete, 
of  this  pari tli  of  Mailing,  fituated  above  the  houfe  of 
the  prebendary  ; and  of  all  the  houfes,  meffuages 


j,o0  larkfield  hundred. 

curtilages,  and  gardens  whatfoever,  from  thence  to- 
wards the  eaft  and  north  in  Hohrode-ftreet,  and  in 
the  ftreet,  called  Tan-ftreet,  as  far  as  the  end  of  the 
parifh  of  Mailing  on  that  tide  ; and  that  the  religious 
and  prebendary  had  potfe  fifed  all  and  Angular  the 
premifes  aforefaid,  in  certain  diftintf:  portions,  peace- 
ably and  without  contradi&ion,  from  the  time  beyond 
memory/ 

The  bifhop,  therefore,  that  none  of  the  premiles 
jhould  be  altered,  decreed,  faving  all  and  every  mat- 
ter as  aforefaid,  that  the  vicar  fhould  receive  for  his 
portion  all  other  fmall  tithes,  oblations,  obventions 
and  profits  belonging  to  the  parifh  church  more  efpe- 
cially,  viz.  the  tithe  of  herbage,  filva  cedua , apples, 
pears,  flax,  hemp,  wool,  milk,  cheefe,  calves,  lambs, 
pigs,  pidgeons,  geefe,  ducks,  bees,  eggs,  merchan- 
dizings, fowlings,  fifhings,  fwans,  pulle,  and  other 
fruits,  and  alfo  of  corn  growing  in  orchards  or  gardens, 
as  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  receive  them. 

And  that  the  vicar  fhould  alfo  receive  the  perfonal 
tithes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  houfes  or  mefluages  of 
Thomas  atte  Shoppe  and  William  Cake,  and  of 
others,  inhabiting  in  the  houfes  or  mefluages  fituated 
in  the  ftreets,  called  Holirode-ftrete  and  Tan-ftrete, 
and  the  oblations  due  and  accuftomed  to  the  parifh 
church,  and  fhould  adminifter  ecclefiafiical  rights  to 
them,  and  fhould  have  the  burial  of  them  in  the  pa- 
rifh church  ; and  that  the  vicar  fhould  have  for  his 
habitation,  as  affigned  to  him  by  the  religious,  the 
dwelling  with  its  precinct,  which  the  vicar  then  inha- 
bited, and  his  predeceflbrs  ufed  to  inhabit,  which  he 
fhould  repair  at  his  own  expence,  and  preferve  in  a 
decent  ftate,  and  fhould  pay  the  yearly  rents  and  fer- 
vices,  due  and  accuftomed  from  thence ; all  which 
the  bithop  adjudged  to  be  a fufficient  portion  for  the 
vicar  for  the  time  being.  And  he  further  decreed, 

f Regiftrum  Roffenfe,  p.  489,  490. 

that 
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that  the  vicar  Ihould  caufe  the  books  to  be  bound, 
theveftments  to  be  walhed;  and  the  fame,  and  the 
relt  of  the  ornaments  of  the  parilh  church,  which  be- 
longed to  the  religious  to  find,  as  often  as  need  Ihould 
lequtre,  to  be  repaired,  and  Ihould  caufe  them  to  be 
fafely  and  honeftly  kept ; and  that  he  Ihould  provide 
and  find  bread,  wine,  procefiional  tapers,  and  other 
fights  neceffary  and  accuftomed  in  the  chancel,  the 
necelfary  and  accuftomed  minifters,  rochets,  furplices 
napkins,  unconfecrated  veffels,  bafons,  and  alfo  green 
rufiies  to  flrotv  the  church,  if  they  had  been  fo  ac- 
cultomed,  and  did  not  belong  to  the  parifliioners  to 
find ; and  that  he  ihould  pay  the  dues  to  the  billion, 
and  the  archidiaconal  procurations,  and  that  the  vi- 
car Ihould  acknowledge  and  undergo,  according  to 
the  rate  of  the  taxation  of  his  portion  as  under-men- 
loned,  all  ordinaries  and  extraordinaries,  which,  al- 
though it  might  amount  to  five  marcs,  being  near  the 
moiety  of  the  value  of  the  whole  church,  according  to 
the  eftimation  then  had,  he  decreed  Ihould  remain 
according  to  the  antient  taxation  of  it,  as  often  as 
burthens  of  this  kind  were  to  be  borne,  and  paid  from 
lmall  benefice5.  And  he  decreed,  that  the  religious 
Ihould  acknowledge  and  undergo  all  and  fingular 
other  burthens  happening  to  the  parifh  church,  by 
realon  of  their  portion,  which  he  eftimated  at  twelve 
marcs,  according  to  the  antient  taxation  of  it,  not- 
withftanding  this  aflignation,  which  was  made  with 
the  confent  of  both  parties,  and  which  by  his  epifco- 
pal  authority,  he  corroborated  and  confirmed,  See. 
and  that  it  might  not  be  called  in  doubt  in  future 
times,  or  be  litigated,  he  had  caufed  it  to  be  entered 
in  his  regifter,  and  to  be  reduced  into  three  different 
writings,  of  which  he  decreed  one  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  religious,  another  in  the  hands  of  the 
vicar,  and  the  third  in  the  hands  of  the  prebendary 
aforefaid,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  it,  and  had 
caufed  it  to  be  authenticated  with  his  feal,  Sec. 
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J This  parfonage,  prebend,  and  the  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage,  were,  on  the  diffolution  of  the  abbey  in 
the  *oth  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  furrendered  into 
the  king’s  hands.  After  which  the  king,  next  yeai, 
granted  this  parfonage,  with  the  manor  of  Weft  Mai- 
ling, and  other  premifes,  to  Thomas  Cranmer,.  arcli- 
billiop  of  Canterbury,  to  hold  by  knight’s  fervice,  at 
the  yearly  rent  therein  mentioned.  After  which  it 
pafled,  with  the  manor  of  Weft  Mailing,  in  a like 
fucceflion  of  ownerfhip,  down  to  Sir  John  Rayney, 
bart.  who  fold  thele  premiles,  about  the  time  of  the 
reftoration,  to  judge  h.  wilden,  and  his  delcendant, 
Sir  John  Papillon  Twilden,  bart.  is  the  prefent  pof- 
felfor  of  this  parfonage,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vi- 
carage of  W eft  or  1 own  Mailing. 

The  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king  s books  at  ten 
pounds,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  one  pound. 

CHURCH  OF  WEST  OR  TOWN  MAILING. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  jirefentcd. 
Abbefs  and  convent  of  Mailing ... 

Twifden's,  <f  Bradbourn. 


VICARS. 

Robert  Beultone , in  1339/ 
fohn  Rofe,  S.  T.  B.  obt.  Od. 
10, 1452, h 

Robert  Throgmorton , about  1630.* 
Samuel  French,  ejeded  1662/ 
fojhua  Allard. 

Abraham  Lord. 

Thomas  Pyke,  1716. 

Robert  Skudamore , obt.  1718. 
Simon  Babb , obt.  Nov.  1730.1 
Charles  Brown,  A.  M.  1730.'“ 
fames  Webb , A.  M.  1748,  ob. 
1768." 


£ Reg.  RofF.  )>.  484. 
h He  lies  buried  in  the  veftry  of 
this  church. 

i No  graduate.  MSS.  Twyfden. 
k Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter.  Ken- 
nct’s  Rcgifler. 


1 He  was  fufpendedfor  three  years, 
for  incontinency. 

ra  He  was  alfo  vicar  ofChefhunt  by 
difpenfation,  in  1734. 

n And  re&or  of  Trottefclive. 
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patrons , G*.  vicars. 

Twifden’s,  of  Bradbourn-.  Rob,,,  A.  M refi  d 

1770.0  & 

Richard Hujband,  1 7 70,  the  pre- 
lent vicar.1' 

• Third  ion  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  p a.j  tr 
Style  bart.  of  Warnngbury.  He  re-  cheflel  1 mU10f  Canou  of  Ro" 
'Rne  this  with  the  prefent  vicar  for 
Watrmgbury. 


o F H A M. 

WESTWARD  from  Town  Mailing  lies  Ofham 

pofed  J,the^TnSr  °ffaham  J which  name  it  is  fup- 
fh  ^ AhaVC  ta^en  fr°m  lfs  having  been  once  narf  of 

monPa°rcf  ^th0.fS0ffa,  ^ °f  Mercia’ the  famous 

monarch  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy  j ham  in  Saxon  fio- 

mfymg  a village  or  dwelling.  Probably  from  this" 

and//,,  Roman  military  way  having  gone  through, 

for  fomeV<t7  nCar  thls  place  was  tht“n>  and  had  been 
ior  fome  time,  a village  of  lome  note. 

ims  PARISH  feems  to  have  been  formerly  of 
much  greater  account  than  it  is  at  prelent  the  altie-u 

dotted  ^ Paffi  iS,  thr°Ugh  »’  » 

theKvi!whr0USh  Wytllam  to  London  leads  through 
lift |'  r g ’ yetf  1S  ionely.  antl  otherwiie  a place  but 
,tt!e  frequented  oc  kn°wn  ; the  whole,  from  its  be. 

^pearance  WVel<>ped  with  woods* has  a -ry  gloomy 

The  village  is  fituated  on  high  ground  round  a 

houfe  ITo  hZ,ng(he  Par**>naSe»  htandfome  falhed 
houle,  on  one  fide  of  it,  and  the  church  and  court- 

lodge  at  a inrall  diftance  northward. 

On  Ofham  green  there  (lands  a qurntm,  a thing 

now  rarely  to  be  met  with,  being  a machine  much 

ufed  m former  times  by  youth,  as  well  to  try  their 
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rnvn  aaivity  as  the  fwiftnefs  nf  t W in  running 


,.y 


j 


' 


v/1  it  » uiuciu  ai  oxiv  cuu,  ana 

pierced  full  of  holes ; and  a bag  of  land  is  hung  at 
the  other,  and  fwings  round,  on  being  move  wi 

any  blow.  , _ , . , 

The  paftime  was  for  the  youth  on  horfeback  to  run 

at  it  as  fall  aspoflible,  and  hit  the  broad  part  in  e 
career  with  much  force.  He  that  by  chance  hit  it 
not  at  all,  was  treated  with  loud  peals  of  deri  'on  ’ 
and  he  who  did  hit  it,  made  the  beft  ufe  of  his  fwift- 
nefs lead  he  lhould  have  a found  blow  on  his  neck 
from  the  bag  of  fend,  which  inftantly  twang  round 
from  the  other  end  of  the  quintin.  The  great  defign 
of  this  fport  was,  to  try  the  agility  both  ot  horfe  and 
man,  and  to  break  the  board,  which  whoever  did,  he 

was  accounted  chief  of  the  day’s  (port. 

When  queen  Elizabeth  was  at  the  earl  of  Leic  - 
ter’s,  at  Kenelworth  caftle,  among  other  fports  for  her 
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entertainment,  the  running  at  the  quintin  was  exhi- 
bited in  the  caftle  yard  by  the  country  lads  and 
lades  affembled  on  that  day,  to  celebrate  a rural 
wedding. 

Dr.  Plot,  in  his  Natural  Hiftory  of  Oxfordfhire, 
fays,  this  fport  was  ufed  in  his  time  at  Deddington, 
in  Oxfordfhire ; and  Dr.  Kennet,  in  his  Parochial 
Antiquities,  fays,  it  was  at  Blackthorne.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a Roman  exercife,  left  in  this  ifland  at 
their  departure  from  it.q 

It  Hands  oppofite  the  dwelling-houfe  of  the  eftate, 
which  is  bound  to  keep  it  up.  This  eftate  has  been 
for  almoft  three  centuries  in  the  name  of  Trefle  ; the 
laft  of  which,  Mr.  Thomas  Trefle,  died  poflefled  of 
it,  unmarried,  in  1737-  It  is  now  the  property  of 
Mr.  William  Currant,  who  refides  on  it,  and  poffefles 
it  in  right  of  his  wife,  a daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Coleman,  defcended  from  a fifter  of  the  above-men- 
tioned Mr.  Thomas  Trefle.  This  name  of  Trefs,  or 
Trefle,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  as  that  of  Tracy, 
and  to  have  been  altered  by  vulgar  corruption  and  the 
fucceflion  of  time  ; if  fo,  the  family  of  Trefle,  lo  long 
fettled  at  Weft  Mailing  and  this  place,  might  very 
probably  be  a branch  of  the  family  of  Trade,  poflef- 
fors  of  the  manor  which  (till  bears  their  name  at  New- 
ington, near  Sittingborne,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
They  bore  for  their  arms,  Or,  two  bends  between  nine 
efcallops , gules. 

From  the  village,  the  ground  delcends  for  a mile 
down  to  the  Maidftone  road  to  London,  which  is  at 
its  northern  boundary.  Here  the  foil  is  a deep  fand, 
which  nearer  the  village  approaches  the  quarry  rock, 
adjoining  the  fouth  fide  ot  it  is  the  great  trad  of 
woods,  called  the  Hurft  woods,  which  extend  from 
hence  for  near  two  miles,  as  far  as  Weft  Peckham  and 
Mereworth. 

q Sec  Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  i.  p.  249. 
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It  is  commonly  (aid  that  Tack  Straw,  a principal 
companion  with  Wat  Tyler  in  the  rebellion,  which 
they  headed  in  the  5th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  was 
born  at  a fmall  cottage  at  Pepingftraw,  in  thisparifh, 
whence  he  afTumed  his  furname/ 

1 his  parifh,  among  others,  ought  antientlyto  have 
conti  ibuted  to  the  repair  of  the  fifth  pier  of  Rochefier 
bridge.’ 

Athulf,  or  Ethelwulph , king  of  England,  fon  of 
king  Egbert,  about  the  year  832,  gave  Ofnehamme , at 
the  infbance  of  archbifhop  Ceolnoth,  to  the  church  of 
Canterbury.  At  the  dole  of  the  grant  were  added 
the  three  letters,  L.  S.  A.  that  is,  Liber e Sicut  Adif- 
ham , meaning,  that  the  land  given  by  this  charter  to 
the  church  lhould  be  endowed  with  the  fame  fran- 
chifes  and  liberties,  that  Adifham  originally  was ; a 
claufe,  or  one  fimilar  to  it,  which  the  archbifhops 
procured  to  moft  of  the  Saxon  grants  made  to  their 
church,  if  the  lands  were  in  this  county.' 

This  place  was  wrefted  from  the  church  of  Can- 
terbury during  the  troublefome  times  that  followed, 
and  feems  afterwards  to  have  been  divided  in  the 
hands  of  two  different  owners.  However,  the  whole 
appears,  by  the  record  of  Domefday,  to  have  been  at 
the  taking  that  furvey,  in  the  year  1080,  part  of  the 
pofleffions  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent, 
the  Conqueror’s  half-brother,  under  the  general  title 
of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered  there  : 

The  fame  Hugh  (de  Pori)  holds  of  the  bijloop  (of 
Baieux)  Ofeham.  It  was  taxed  at  one  fitting.  The 
arable  land  is  three  carucates.  hi  demefne  there  is  no- 
thing There  are  fix  villeins , with  one  borderer  having 
two  carucates.  T here  is  one  mill  of  fifty  pence  and  three 
fervants , and  four  acres  of  meadow.  IVood for  the  pan- 
nage  of  ten  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con - 

Philipott,  p.  259.  5 Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  422. 

1 Somner’s  Cant.  Appendix,  p.  38. 
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feJfor y 11  was  worth  forty  fallings,  when  he  received  it 
twenty  fallings , now  thirty  fallings  Godric  held  it  of 
king  Edward. 

And  a little  lower  thus : 

Anfchitil  holds  of  the  bifhop  ( of  Baieux ) Ofeham.  It 
was  taxed  at  one  filing.  I he  arable  land  is  ....  In 
demefne  there  is  one  corticate , and  fix  villeins , with  two 
borderers  having  one  corticate.  There  are  four  fervants , 
and  one  mill  of  ten  fallings , and  feven  acres  of  meadow. 
Wood  for  the  pannage  of  ten  hogs , and  in  the  city  of 
hoc  he fler  one  hoife  paying  t bitty  pence.  In  the  time  of 
king  Edward  the  Confefor , this  manor  was  worth  one 
hundred  fallings , when  he  received  it  four  pounds , and 
now  four  pounds  and  nine  fallings.  IVhat  Richard  ds 
lone  bridge  holds  is  worth  eleven  fallings.  XJluric  held 
it  of  Alnod  Cilt. 

Thefe  ellates,  on  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of 
Baieux,  about  four  years  afterwards,  became  confif- 
cated  to  the  crown.  After  which  they  were  become 
the  pofleffions  of  a family,  which  affumed  its  name  of 
De  Of  ham,  from  their  property  here,  who  held  it 
of  the  arch  bifhop  of  Canterbury.  William  de  Ofham 
held  the  manor  of  Ofham,  with  its  appendages  of 
God  well,  Snodbean,  and  Pepingltraw,  and  the  ad- 
vow  fori  of  the  church  of  Ofham,  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.U 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  Stephen  de  Pen- 
ceftre,  who  had  married  Chriftiana,  filler  of  William 
de  Ofham  above-mentioned,  enfeoffed  Richard  de 
Courtone  of  an  annual  rent  of  afiife,  and  the  third 
part  of  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Ofham.  Ri 
chard  de  Courtone  feems  at  that  time  to  have  been 
poffeffed  of  the  other  parts  of  this  manor,  a third  part 
of  which  was  claimed  of  him  by  Matilda,  another 
filter  of  William  de  Ofham.  Soon  after  which  Ro- 
bert, brother  of  Richard  de  Courtone,  palfed  away 

“ Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  224.  ’ ' 
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that  annual  rent,  and  the  third  part  of  theadvowfon, 
to  Ralph  de  Ditton,  who  together  with  the  faid  Ri- 
chard de  Courtone,  for  he  Hill  remained  owner  of 
Godwell,  were  found  to  be  poffefled  of  Ofliarn  ma- 
nor, and  its  appendages,  in  the  7th  year  of  king 
Edward  II. w 

Ralph  de  Ditton,  fenior,  appears  foon  afterwards 
to  have  had  the  entire  fee  of  this  manor,  and  its  ap- 
pendages, excepting  Godwell,  and  to  have  been  pof- 
feffed  likewife  of  the  entire  advowfon  of  Ofham  ; and 
in  the  1 6th  year  ol  king  Edward  II.  he  granted  to  his 
daughter,  Ifabella,  his  manor  of  Ofham,  together 
with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  in  perpetual  inhe- 
ritance for  ever,  rendering  yearly  the  due  and  accuf- 
tomed  fervices  of  the  chief  lords  of  the  fee.  In  con- 
iideration  of  which  he  had  paid  him  in  hand  one  hun- 
dred marcs  fterling,  as  a fine.  Ifabella  de  Offeham 
afterwards  enfeoffed  Sir  John  Chidocke  in  this  manor 
and  advowfon,  but  this  was  in  truft,  on  her  marriage 
with  Thomas  de  Plumfted,  called  Guodchepe  ; and 
accordingly  he  again  affigned  this  manor  and  advowlon 
back  again  to  the  faid  Thomas  and  Ifabella  his  wife. 

This  Thomas  de  Plumfled  feems  alfo  to  have  been 
called  Thomas  de  Ditton,  in  refpect  of  his  wife,  and 
to  be  the  fame  perfon  who  paid  aid  for  this  manor,  in 
the  book  for  the  coliefling  of  which  it  is  thus  entered, 
under  the  title  of  the  manor  of  Offeham,  and  fome- 
time  with  Godwell  annexed,  as  follows,  viz. 

Of  Thomas  de  Ditton  and  John  Melford,  for  one 
knight’s  fee,  which  Ralph  de  Ditton  and  Richard  de 
Courtone  held  in  Offeham  of  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury; of  which  John  de  Melford  holds  one  quarter 
of  a knight’s  fee. 

Thomas  de  Plumfled,  alias  Ditton,  called  likewife 
Thomas  Guodchepe,  furvived  his  wife  Ifabella,  by 
whom  he  had  a fon  and  heir,  Theobald,  and  died  in 

w Book  of  Knight’s  Fees  in  the  Exchequer. 
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the  31ft  year  of  that  reign,  poflefled  of  this  manor  and 
advowfon,  and  leaving  his  fecond  wife,  Nichola,  guar- 
dian to  his  fon  before  mentioned,  then  under  age. 

How  long  this  eftate  remained  in  this  family  1 have 
not  feen  ; but  it  was  not  long  before  the  Colepepers,  of 
Aylesford,  were  in  poflfeflion  of  it. 

Sir  Richard  Colepeper,of  Oxenhoath,  who  was  fherifF 
of  this  county  in  the  11th  year  of  king  Edward  IV. 
died  poflefled  of  this  manor,  with  its  appendages,  Snod- 
bean  and  Pepingftraw,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church, 
in  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  III.  anno  1484.  He 
left  no  iflue  male  ; fo  that  his  three  daughters,  Mar- 
garet, married  to  William  Cotton,  of  Oxenhoath  ; 
Joyce,  the  wife  of  Edmund,  lord  Howard,  and  Eli- 
zabeth, wife  of  Henry  Barham,  of  Tefton,  became  his 
coheirs.  They,  in  the  next  reign  of  king  Henry  VII. 
joined  in  the  fale  of  this  manor,  and  its  appendages 
above-mentioned,  and  the  advowfon  of  this  church,  to 
Thomas  Leigh,  of  Sibton,  in  Liminge,  in  this  county. 
He  left  iflue  a fon  and  heir,  John  Leigh,  alias  a-Legh, 
efq.  who  was  of  Addington,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
and  in  the  35th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  exchanged 
this  manor  and  advowfon  with  the  appendant  manors 
of  Pepingftraw  and  Snodbeane,  with  that  king,  for 
other  lands  and  premifes.  After  which  the  king,  in 
his  36th  year,  granted  to  William  Wilrord,  John  Ben- 
net,  and  George  Briggs,  citizens  of  London,  his  ma- 
nors of  Ofham,  Snodbeane,  and  Pepingftraw,  with 
their  appurtenances,  in  Ofham,  Ryarfh,  Yalding, 
Brenchley,  and  elfewhere  in  the  county  of  Kent,  to 
hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice. 

They  next  year  alienated  the  above  premifes  to  John 
Tufton,  efq.  of  Hothfield,  in  whofe  defendants,  earls 
of  Thanet,  the  manor  of  Ofham,  with  its  appendages 
of  Snodbeane  and  Pepingftraw,  have  continued  down 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Sackville  Tufton,  earl  of  Thanet, 
the  prefent  owner  of  them. 


The 


54°  larkfield  hundred. 

r The  court  is  ftill  held  for  this  manor,  which  pays  a 
fee-farm  of  2I.  6s.  8d.  yearly  to  the  crown. 

The  other  appendage  of  the  manor  of  Ofham 
called  Godwell,  which  in  the  7th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward II.  anno  1313,  remained  in  the  poffeffion  of  Ro- 
bert de  Courtone,  paffed  from  that  name  foon  after- 
wards to  Mel  ford,  and  John  de  Melford  paid  aid  for 
it  m the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  one  quarter 
of  a knight’s  fee,  which  Richard  de  Courtone  before 
held  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

His  descendants  continued  owners  of  this  manor  of 
Godwell  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  when  it  was 
conveyed  to  Browne,  whofe  defendant.  Sir  Matthew 
Browne,  of  Beech worth-caftle,  in  Surry,  alienated  it 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII 
to  Richard  Nortop,  alias  Clerk,  which  name  he  ac- 
quired the  addition  of  from  his  office  of  cle-k  of  the 
foreftof  Sherwood,  in  Nottinghamfhire,  and  it  before 
long  became  the  common  name  of  this  family,  who 
loon  afterwards  wrote  themfelves  Clerk,  alias  Nortop, 
who  bore  for  their  arms,  Argent , a crofs  cbeqtty  or  rent 
and  azure.  His  defendant,  George  Clerk,  alias  Nor- 
top, died  pofiefled  of  this  manor  in  the  rei<?n  of  kino- 
James  I.  leaving  feven  daughters  his  coheirs,*  one  of 
whom,  Frances,  married  Mr.  Thomas  Dowell,  who 
purchafed  the  other  fix  parts  of  his  wife’s  fitters,  and  fo 
became  entitled  to  the  whole  fee  of  this  manor/ 

His  fon  of  the  fame  name,  paffed  it  away  by  fale  in 
t le  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  Henry  Streatfeild, 
elq.  of  Chidingftone,  whofe  defendant,  Henry  Streat- 
feild  efq.  of  Chidingftone,  in  1781  fold  it  to  Mr.  John 
bmith,  who  refided  at  it.  Since  whofe  death  it  has  be . 
come  the  property  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Knell,  the  pre- 

fent  owner  of  it.  There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this 
manor. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 
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Ofham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael, 
Hands  about  a quarter  of  a mile  northward  from  the 
village.  It  is  a ftrong  building  of  one  ille  and  a chan- 
cel, having  a tower  fteeple  on  the  middle  of  the  north 
fide  of  it. 

The  patronage  of  the  church  of  Ofham  continued 
an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Ofham  from  time  to 
time,  as  has  been  already  fhewn  ; and  John  Leigh,  efo 
of  Addington,  in  the  35th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII* 
exchanged  both  manor  and  advowfon  with  that  kin  * 
for  other  lands.  Since  which,  though  the  manor  wat 
the  next  year  alienated  by  the  king,  yet  the  advowfon 
of  this  church  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  crown 
where  it  remains  at  this  time. 

It  is  now  a difcharged  living,  of  the  clear  yearly 
certified  value  of  forty  pounds,  the  annual  tenths  of 
which  are  twelve  fh filings.* 

CHURCH  OF  OFHAM. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  jirefented.  Rectors. 

Lords  of  Ofham  manor Mafer  Bartholomew , temh.  Ed- 

ward II.  refig. a 

Ifabella  de  Ditton Richard  de  St.  Quintin ,b 

Thomas  de  Plumftcd. Robert  Joye.c 

Henry  de  Grofherf , for  this  turn  Robert  de  la  Chambre  temh  Ed- 

onb  ward  IIf.rt  7 ' 

William  Sfmyne,  in  1403.' 

The  King Richard  Kydde,  Oi£t.  10,  1553/ 

John  Baxter,  clerk,  Nov.  8, 

I572.s 

John  Cowp er,  A.  B.  1630. b 


z Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 
a Reg.  Rolf.  p.  512. 
b Ibid.  He  was  before  reftor  of 
Banning,  which  he  exchanged  with 
ma  er  Bartholomew  for  this  church. 
c Reg.  Roff.  ibid, 
i Ibid. 


e Ibid.  p.  490.  1 
f Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xv.  p.  348. 

S Vacant  by  relignation.  Rymer’s 
Feed.  vol.  xiv.  p.  7,5. 

h MSS.  Twyfden.  Vacant  by  death. 

Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  43$. 


542  LARKFIELD  HUNDRED. 

PATRONS,  &V.  RECTORS. 

The  King Robert  Bro-jenwell,  A.  M.  Aug. 


3,  1632. 

Samuel  Bickley , April  17x4. 
William  Miles , A.  M.  March  7, 
1741,  obt.  0<4.  16,  1 746^ 
Boxworth  Lifttrotty  1 746,  refig. 
p 1 777* 

John  Lijitrotty  1 7 7 7,  /he  prefent 
reftor. 

X lie  was  a! To  vicar  of  Holy  Crofs  Canterbury,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
'Vertgate,  and  retfor  of  St.  Peter’s,  in  chancel  of  this  church. 


ADDINGTON. 

NORTHWARD  from  Ofham  lies  Addington, 
written  in  Domefday  and  antient  charters,  Eddingtune> 
fignifying,  as  I imagine,  the  town  or  territory  of  Adda , 
or  Edday  its  antient  Saxon  owner  ; tun  in  Saxon  being 
a town  or  territory  incloled  with  a hedge  or  fence. 

The  parish  of  Addington  is  not  unpleafantly  fitu- 
ated,  for  the  greateft  part  on  high  ground,  adjoining 
to  the  northern  fide  of  the  Maidftone  road,  at  the 
twenty-feventh  mile  (tone,  at  a fmall  diftance  from 
which  is  the  fmall  rivulet  which  rifes  at  Nepecker,  in 
Wrotham,  and  flowing  through  this  parifli  is  here  called 
Addington  brook,  whence  the  new-built  houfe  near  it 
takes  its  name  of  St.  Vincent’s,  alias  Addington  brook, 
built  fome  years  ago  by  admiral  William  Parry,  who 
refided  in  it  till  his  death  in  1779,  he  left  by  Lucy  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Charles  Brown,  efq.  commiflioner  of 
the  navy  at  Chatham,  an  only  daughter,  who  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  captain  William  Locker,  the  prefent 
lieutenant-governor  of  Greenwich  hofpital.  It  was 
lately  inhabited  by  Mr.  William  Hunter,  but  is  now 
unoccupied. 

Hence  the  ground  rifes,  and  at  a fmall  diftance  above 
it  is  the  manfion  and  garden  of  Addington  place,  plea- 
fantly  fituated  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  having  a lawn  and 

avenue 


ly  *>'t  upon  by  both 
,u,>  Dali  boluing  him  down  while  Sullivan  Veiled 

with  whioli  hr  attacked  him  in 

^lnrrr-  *"*’f',!6*>im  over  tho  bond  with 
inHioting  such  acriou*  Injun...  that  tho  officer  i,  not 
.1  '0.rT'V:  r-,  < 0l,llij"*,  f *trug|tlcd  manfully  with 
Ilaa.il«.iu  for  nrorlv  ...  hour,  and  inflicted  tome 
\n°r  “ U,!y5  h "w,l,v  <“J  10  Montifi- 
An.r  im  almost  deadly  struggle,  (be  prisoners  loft 
.table  lying  . n tho  ground,  apparently  dead.  The 

o,  however,  contrived  to.™. lout  of  tl.o  field,  a 

hing*U*  10  rod*,  which  ho  was  two  hour*  in  ac- 

;round  about  tbo  spot  thawed  tho  fearful  nuturo  of 
gglo  which  had I boon  earned  on  between  them,  ns 
Me  quantity  of  blood  bud  soaked  into  tbo  aoft  earth 
10  Officer  »aa  left  lying,  and  tho  ground  was  tore 
directions. 


been  i 
have  i 


and  carried. 

The  Clerk',  opinion  wan  lhat  they  were  qnilo  juitifiod 
in  paying  off  with  proper  mcaus,  but  could  not  transfer  the 
current  baluuce. 

The  board  then  adjourned  till  Wednesday,  the  28th  init. 

Guardians. — Tbo  contest  for  tho  election  of  guardians 
has  resulted  in  tho  election  of  Messrs.  R.  Palmer,  Jos. 

0‘,t"Y  Allen.  Chua.  Poison,  Geo.  Ilogben,  and  Joseph 
Henry  Hurley.  There  were  thirteen  nominated.  The 
aggregate  number  of  votes  was  3,965. 

Churchward  bn's.— The  polling  ..f  the  parish  for  tho 
cleotioD  of  the  people  s churchwarden  closed  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  and  resulted  in  tbo  election  of  Jus.  Ward. 
Em.,  by  173,  lo  Mr.  Ormes’s  45. 

W'.no  Men's  Christian-  Association-.— On  Tuesday 
evening  last  the  Rev.  William  Hales  (Wetloyan  minister) 
gave  a lecture  to  the  ineuibers  of  tbo  institution,  on 
' Satisfaction  for  the  longings  of  the  Soul the  attendants 
appearing  highly  to  appreciate  tho  sentiments  of  the  rev 
lecturer. 

Subscription  Ball.— On  Wednesday  lost  a private 
subscription  ball  held  ut  tbo  Royal  Holol,  Sheernos..  was 
attended  by  about  120  of  the  gentry  of  Sheppv  and  military 
and  naval  departments.  Tbo  room  was  tastefully  decorated 
with  tl  .gs,  A-o  Tho  highest  credit  was  reflected  on  Mr. 
T.  T.  Smithson,  who  was  much  complimented  on  bis 
Ueellent  arrangements.  Tho  Admiralty  band  attended. 

FridV  ,ast  ,ho  2nd  battalion 
>f  the  3rd  Buffs  left  Shorncliffe,  tn  route  for  Portsmouth, 
md  from  thenco  to  Malta.  Tho  West  York  Rifles  and 
North  Cork  Rifles  bands  played  them  through  tho  town, 
lho  men  appeared  to  bo  mostly  young,  tho  majority. 


inder20  years  of  age. 

ST.  PETER'S  (Thanet.)— The  annual  churchwar- 
dens dinner  took  place  on  Tuesdny,  tho  13th  inst.,  at  tho 
Wheat  Sheaf  Inn,  where  about  26‘gcntlemen  eat  down  ti 
in  excellent  dinner,  preached  by  Mr.  Baker.  Tbe  Rov.  8 
Robins,  M.A.,  vicar,  was  in  tho  obair,  supported  by  tho 
<eT-G-  " • Sioklemore,  A.  Crofton,  Esq.,  F.  Hooper,  Esq 
llr.  H.  Wootton  (St.  Lawrenoe.)  G.  E.  Honoam,  Esq.,  £). 
Ulnutt,  Esq.,  E.  SI.  Stephens,  Esq.,  Mr.  W.  Manser.  Mr 
inn  officiated  us  deputy. 

SUTTON  VALENCE. — Liabilities  on-  the 
, H uit c it -rates. — In  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  on  Pri- 
:ay  lost,  Mr.  Slade,  Q.C.,  moved  for  a rule  lo  show  cause 
’by  o mandamus  should  not  iesne  to  the  churchwardens  of 
ponsh  of  Sutton  Valence,  in  the  oounty  of  Kent,  to  pav 
nppheant  the  instalment  which  bad  become  duo  in 
aspect  of  a sum  of  £1,000,  which  had  been  lent  to  the 
prish,  under  th«69thGeorgc  III,  chop.  134,  on  thosccuriti 
p tho  rates.  The  repayment  ot  tho  money  advanced  had 
.-on  rrgulariy  secured  by  deed  under  tho  hands  and  seals 
t the  ohurchwardens.  as  required  by  tbo  statute,  and 
pveral  payment*  had  been  mado  by  which  tho  debt  was 
educed  to  tho  sum  of  £529;  lhat  sum,  however,  remained 
le,  with  interest  amounting  to  £23  odd.  The  present 
:>plication  was  that  tho  ohurobwardeus  should  pay  the 
oney,  or  if  they  had  no  fund6  that  they  should  summon  a 
^nu-d 11110  Th°  C°Urt  srnnled  the  typUcation. 

SYDENHAM— Crystal  Palace.— Tho  first  of  u 
onosed  series  of  military  excursions  from  Aldershot  Camp 
the  Crystal  Palace  took  placo  on  Monday,  when  a largo 
4y  of  men  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Wnrwiok,  Dumfries, 
r‘1’  D,on*£al,  and  Kerry  Militia,  under  tho  command 
l/oionol  Kennedy,  were  conveyed  to  tho  Palace  by 
!ho  South-Eastern  Railway.  A meat 

an.l  .Mia .<  . f.  * 


mber  of  women  and  children  accompanied  tho  solvere! 
TENTERDEN— Parish  Officers.— At  the  Petty 
yesterday  week,  before  J.  ScrnttoD,  Esq.,  - 


1 four  other  magistrates,  tho  nccounlsof  Mr.  Jonathan 
ith  Thomson,  surveyor  of  highways  for  tbo  past  year, 
ro  audited  and  passed.  Two  highway  rates  of  (Id.  in  the 
ind  were  granted  during  that  period  ; ono  of  them  for 
vidrng  main  sewers  for  tho  druinogo  of  tho  town.  Mr. 
red  Smith,  chemist,  Mr.  James  Coota,  former,  and  Mr. 
vid  standen,  farmer,  were  appointed  overseers  for  the 
ruing  year. 

Iaptist  Schools.— A public  examination  of  tbo  chil- 
schools  took  place  on  Wednesday  last,  when 
jut  100  boys  and  80  girls  were  present.  Tho  boys  wero 
•mined  in  the  morning,  when  the  Rev.  E.  Talbot  pro- 
ud, and  the  girls  in  tho  afternoon,  when  tho  Rev  J 
*•  presided.  Mr.  Cooper  and  Miss  Tims,  tho  mailer 
mistress,  assisted  by  their  pop'll  teachers,  exnmincd 
r respective  children,  which  was  very  satisfactory, 
lently  manifesting  improvement  in  every  particular, 
proving  that  tbe  sohools  are  effecting  a great  good, 
numerous  attendance  of  parents  and  friends  also  con- 
is  the  fact  of  the  interest  felt  by  them  in  tho  education 
be  young.  During  tho  examination  several  pieces 


lirubly  sung  by  tho  children.  We  learn  thatTtheeo 
’•ola  are  well  supplied  with  matorials,  and  that  tborc 
l excellent  staff  of  pupil  teachers. 

UNBRIDGE.— Vestry  Meetino.— Thiswasan  ad- 
ned  meeting,  and  was  held  in  the  School-room  on 
Inesduy,  for  thu  purpose  of  examining  tbo  accounts  of 
e eurvoyoro  who  were  absent  at  tho  lost  meeting.  Uo 
motion  of  Mr.  Buley,  supported  by  Mr.  Bastland, 
Smith  was  called  to  lho  chair,  and  there  wero  present 
. n dozen  other  ratepayers.  Neither  of  the  surveyors 
hnin  lho  meeting  was  adjourned  was  present,  but 
btidolnh  had  sent  his  book.  In  consequence  of  tho 
attendance  of  lho  surveyors,  tho  meeting  was 
anything,  and  another  adjournment  was  nec 

Alloyno  suggested  that  it  would  be  fur  belter  if 

eo  was  appointed  to  examino  tbe  surveyors'  accounts 
;u  the  meeting  was  held,  as  tho  large  amount  of  work 
ired  to  be  done  could  not  bo  gone  through  sntisfac- 
y ut  tho  meeting.  Tho  Chairman  thonght  it  was  very 
•able  to  have  a committee,  tbo  members  of  which 
d act  ns  auditors.  Tho  meeting  was  adjourned 


29th  in 


'rial  BoAno. — A meeting  of  tho  members  of  tbii 
d was  held  nt  the  offices  of  Mossre.  Alloyno  and  Wal- 
on  Thursday  lust;  Mujor  Scoones  in  tbe  chair.  It 
bo  rcmimbored  tliut  at  tho  Inst  meeting  the  clerk  was 
.ted  to  writo  to  tbo  I’oor  Law  Commissioners'  aollci- 
witb  reforenco  to  tbe  disputed  payment  of  tbo  buriul 
by  the  Southborougb  district.  Mr.  Alleyne  stated 
he  had  been  in  communication  with  tho  Messrs, 
es  and  Bernard,  and  that  their  opinion  was  that  the 
1 board  was  legally  constituted,  and  that  tbe  district 
uth borough  woa  legally  Included  in  tho  district.  After 
consideration  it  wus  resolved,  "That  Mr.  Alleyns  be 
ted  to  prepare  a cnao  for  tho  opinion  of  oounecl,  upon 
question  at  issue.”  The  meeting,  was  adjourued  to 
day,  4lh  May. 

nv  Sessions. — (Before  F.  Wilson,  E-q.,  chairman, 
r Scoones,  A.  Pott  and  H.  T.  Moore,  Emirs.) 
a Late  Overseer' 6 Liability.— Mr.  Annison,  llio 
ivcrscer,  on  whom  a fuw  months  ago  an  order  was 
I for  tbe  payment  of  £84  6s.  lid.,  to  tho  inspectors  of 
log  and  watching,  now  applied  for  on  extension  of 
It  will  be  remembered  that  lho  rate  had  been  rc- 
J by  a Into  poor-rate  oollcotor,  who  was  appointed  to 
It  the  rate,  with  which  he  abioonded,  leaving  lho 
ter  to  niuko  good  hie  defalcations.  Tho  monoy  should 
been  paid  by  Mr.  Annison  on  the  25th  March,  hut 
g failed  to  do  so,  the  inspectors  appeared  to  ask  for 
der  to  bo  enforced.  Both  magistrates  aud  inspcclora 
‘“■rated  tho  position  in  which  Mr.  Annison  was 
, but  the  former  said  they  had  no  alternative  but  to 
i warrant  if  tho  application  wit  mado.  Tho  inspeo- 
lonevcr,  had  no  objection  to  an  oxtoneion  of  time  to 
oforlunate  overseer,  and  it  was  ultimately  agreed 
ulf  tho  amount  was  to  bo  paid  on  tbo  24th  June  und 
.■muindor  on  the  29th  September,  with  which  tbe 
Iratca  concurred. 

Bench  was  occupied*  considerable  lime  in  swearing 
1 pnroehlfll  constables,  who  wero  nominated  u forl- 
igo,  for  the  respective  parishes  in  the  division,  and 
mining  and  signing  the  accounts  of  tbs  surveyor  of 
ghwsjs. 

m__-?  **  Employer.—  Valentine  Sith,  coaohman 
Kibble,  Hadlow,  was  charged  with  stealing  a 
ly  of  lead,  tbo  property  of  bis  employer.  Mr. 

V solicitor,  stated  that  ho  had  no  ovidonce  to  offer 
> part  of  tho  prosecutor,  as  ho  bcliovrd  the  prisoner, 
>re  a good  character,  had  not  taken  it  with  a folo- 
mteotion.  It  uppeared  that  in  February  last  tbe 
as  found  hid  up  in  nabtubbery  near  tho  house,  and 

I cad  having  been  stolen,  information  was  givon  to 
ice.  who  recommended  that  it  should  remoin  un- 
1,  but  that  a watch  should  bo  kept.  On  Wednesday 
->  prisoner  aold  tho  lead  to  a travelling  rug  and  bone 
>°r  l*-.  but  on  tbe  same  day  the  lead,  which 
d 2Slbs,,  was  re-sold  to  a marino  store-dealer  at 
dge  for  3s.  7d.  .Mr.  Roger*  staled  that  tho  more 
party  was  not  betore  them,  and  Ur.  Kibblo  would 
lho  prisoner  again  into  nis  employ.— Case  dis- 


■'  o xjinon.ru, — air.  Aiinuon.  tno 

>Tciieor,  on  whom  n few  moat  ha  ago  nn  ordnr  was 
.,”tJ?ff?.lS?.,,tofjB84  6fc“4-.  10  1110  inapcotora  of 
"l  extension  of 
bed  been 


ag  and  watching,  now  applied  for 
It  will  be  remembered  that  tho  rate  bad  been  re 
bv  n lalo  poor-rnlo  oolleotor,  who  was  appointed  to 
t tho  rate,  with  which  ho  nbiooDdcd,  lcaring  tho 
;cr  to  runko  good  hie  defalcations.  Tho  monoy  should 
b“?.  P“i'1  h Mr.  Anmaon  on  the  25th  March,  but 
g failed  to  do  ao,  the  inapcctora  appeared  to  oak  for 
dor  to  be  enforced.  Iloth  magistrates  and  inapcotora 
unrated  the  poailion  in  which  Mr.  A unison  w 
'»  but  tbo  (°«nor  f“>*l  they  had  no  ultoruulivo  but  i 
a warrant  ir  the  application  wit  mado.  Tho  inape. 
however,  had  no  objection  to  an  exlonaion  of  limo 
ufortunnte  overacer,  and  it  was  ultimately  ngro. 
mlf  the  amount  wan  to  bn  paid  on  tho  24th  Juno  anu 
umainder  on  tho  29th  September,  with  which  tho 
Iratcs  concurred. 


i oocupied  a conaiderablo  time  in  swearing 
parochial  conatablea,  who  wero  nominated  t ' • 
ago,  for  tho  respective  parishes  in  tho  division,  „„„ 
tuintug  and  signing  tho  account*  of  tho  surveyor  of 


“t ElthLOvru.-  Valentin r*  BttU,  coaohman 
Kibble,  Hudlow,  was  ohurgod  with  stealing 

id.  Ilm  i . P. 


ily  of  lead,  tho  property  of  his  employ. 

»,  solicitor,  slated  that  ho  lmd  no  evidence 
o part  of  tho  proicoutor,  as  ho  believed  tho  prisoner 
oro  a good  character,  had  not  takon  it  withnfelo- 
intoution.  It  appeared  that  in  Fchraary  Inst  tho 
as  found  hid  up  in  a shiubbcry  near  tho  house,  and 
end  haviug  been  stolon,  informotion  was  givoo  to 
lice,  who  recommended  that  it  should  remain  uo- 
d,  but  that  a watch  should  bo  kept.  On  Wednesday 

e Drisoner  sold  Iho  lend  i,»  „ ti-iclii.,.. . . 1 


e prisoner  sold  the  lend  to  a travelling  rag  and  bono 
for  Is.,  but  on  the  same  day  tho  load,  which 
•d  2Slbs.,  was  re-sold  to  a rnarino  storo-dealor 
.“SA'*:  ftL  jMr.  Rogers  stated  that  tho 


party  was  not  before  them  and  Mr.  Kibblo  would 
tho  pnsonor  again  into  his  employ.— Coso  dis- 


earn  JTirActultn,  labourer,  Tunbridge,  was  ohi 
Uing  willow  saplings,  the  proporty  of  Mr.  Chat- 
I'ostcm,  Tunbridge.— Fined  Is.  and  13s.  6d.  oosls, 
default  committed  firseven  days, 
licenso  of  the  Greyhound,  Tunbridgo,  was 
from  Charles  Harrod  to  Hamlet  Underdown  ; and 
Forester’s  Arms,  Tunbridgo,  from  Joseph  Pago  to 


Garrick. 

Snelling,  wife  of  Mr.  Levi  Bottling,  applied  for  mi 
or  the  protection  of  her  property.  It  appeared  that 
sband  left  her  about  six  years  ago,  and  si 
on  aho  had  acquired  Bomo  proporty  by  her 

.v.  — --*-x  1,  fh0 


NBRIDGE  WE1.LS.-Thb  Late  Major 
ii.— At  n meeting  of  tho  town  commissioners  on 
ay  last,  specially  convened  for  tho  purpose  of  con- 
I the  subject,  it  was  unanimously  resolved— ‘‘ Thai 
nmissioners  desire  to  express  Iheir  deepest  regret  on 
-•nt  death  of  William  Stnnhopo Taylor,  Esquire,  aod 
their  sincora  condolence  In  I i,K-  s.,.nh  Todi.  .,na 


which  sho  wished  protected. 


their  siDcoro  condolence  to  Lady  Sarah  Taylor  and 
ily  ; and  they  tako  tho  opportunity  of  recording 
gh  appreciation  of  the  public  servicos  which  be  ren- 
the  town,  during  a period  of  nearly  twelve  years." 
-rsation  also  ensued,  as  to  tho  desirability  of  a sub- 
n being  opened  to  procure  afirit-rato  portrait  of  Ibo 
',  and  it  was  understood  that  means  would  be  taken 
ro  whether  the  family  wero  in  possession  of  any 
of  that  gcntloman,  bat  it  was  thought  better  that 
ect  should  emanate  from  a publio  meeting  of  the 
ints.  A similar  expression  of  regret  and  sympnthy 
sbovo  was  also  passed  at  a special  mcctiDgof  the 
Igo  Wells  Equitable  Friendly  Society,  of  which  Mr. 
was  a principal  promoter  ana  supporter.  The  re- 
ths  deceased  gentleman  wore  convoyed  lo  Iheir  last 
place  in  Kusthsll  cburch-yord,  when,  in  aocor- 
vilh  his  strongly-expressed  wish,  tho  obsequies 
•iotly  private.  Tho  shops,  however,  were  nearly 
during  tho  ceremony,  und  the  blinds  of  private 
drawn  down, 


old  E 

b f'r 


distill 

mpl 


wnicn  nave  been  committed  upon  them  by  eomo  nocturnu 
rieitors,  by  tho  stealing  of  rabbits,  fowls,  &o.  The  person, 
plundered  are  working  people. 

On  Tuesday  last  a eocial  tea  meeting  was  held  at  thi 
Musio  Hall,  when  about  260  persons  wero  present.  A (lei 
ten  a concert  took  pluco,  in  which  Mrs.  Stingos  was  tin 


principal  Tocalist,  and  was  encored  several  t'l 

trios  and  glees  were  well  executed.  During  tho  evening 
there  wero  nenrlr  400  nir.ina  nri.inf  Mitmn.ln-  ... ...... 


there  wero  nearly  400  porsons  present,  comprising  many  ol 
the  influential. families  of  tho  town.  Mr.  Geo.  Hurst  con- 


ducted with  his  usual  ability,  and  the  whole  ‘affair  awent 
olT  with  such  celdt  that  wo  hope  ho  may  be  induced  to  give 
us  another  similar  treat.  Mr.  Bing  rendered  valuable  as- 
sistance in  tho  arrangements  of  the  hall. 

County  Couiit.— This  court  was  held  on  Tuesday  last, 
before  C.  nurwood,  Esq.  The  number  of  plaints  that  bad 
been  issued  were  about  00,  none  of  which  possessed  any 
interest.  The  following  cases  of  insolvency  were  heard  .-  — 
Jiand  Old,  late  of  the  Albion  Ton,  victualler,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Towne,  obtained  his  final  order,  and  James 
llood,  of  Hereson-road,  bricklayer,  supported  by  Sir. 
Buchanan,  also  obtained  bis  final  ordeg, 

9 Bf  ipton-holl,  came  up  for  her  first  cx- 

. , r „ by  Sir.  Towne,  and  opposed  by  Sir. 

JJuchsnaD,  who  elicited  from  her  that  she  was  possessed  of 
'■  means,  was  of  no  oconpatiou,  hut  had  accepted  a bill 
£100  given  to  tho  opposing  creditor,  a Mrs.  Walters, 
ind  afterwards  defended  on  action  brought  ngaiuat  her 
•hereby  tho  plainlitTs  costa  had  been  increased  to  £32! 
lo  therefore  contended  (but  tho  insolvent  was  not  entitled 
o tho  benefit  of  this  Act.— Hr.  Towne  said  that  insolvent 
•ad  been  advised  that  she  bail  a good  defence  to  tho  uc- 
nnd  b“d  on  ono  occasion  gone  prepared  with  her  wit- 
defond  it,  but  pjaintiff  withdrew  notice  of  trial. 


k-His  Honou 


it  tho  Toxntiomiv 


, Oatnel  Penman,  an  engineer,  in  tho  employ  of  tho 
SnS"'’  came  up  for  his  first  examination, 
upported  by  Sir.  Towne,  and  o|iposed  by  Mr.  Buchanan 
or  Mr.  Ifuuter  and  Sfr.  Cherrill.  After  a long  exaroina-’ 
ion  his  Honour  commonted  strongly  upon  the  efforts  of 
i solvents  to  defeat  their  judgment  creditors;  ho  should 
oquiro  the  insolvent  to  pay  the  judgment  creditors  which 
e saw  in  lus  schedule. 

James  ConoMj  a boatman,  also  -supported  by  Sir. 
owno,  passed  his  first  examination. 

Pbtty  Sessions,  Fiiuiay.  -(Before  Gen.  Williams 
" nitel'cnd,  Usqn.)-Jlebtcc<i  lfilson,  an  old  offender, 
is  charged,  under  the  Local  Act,  with  committing  a pub- 
annoyance  by  shouting  and  swearing  on  tbo  15tb  inst. 
imrnltted  for  oue  month,  in  default  of  paying  10s. 


a committed  for 


SANDWICH.— Ciiubciiwardenr.—1 Tho  following 
V“ o-,f  .,roh'vardon8  Leontiy  uppointed  St.  Peter. 
AHwlIJ.?'^7AL5.T  S^Cletaent, 


T.  Bate.,  Mr.  G.  Fox 
W.  Ballard. 

Gar  Company.— The  annuo!  mcoling  of  (ho  Bandwioh 
Light  and  Coko  Company  was  held  nt  tho  office  of  thi 
on  1 liurs  day  week;  Richard  Her- 
®“t,“<l'>  Chairman  of  tho  Directors,  presiding.  I 
nr  ?*,  *‘tl‘  11,0  rooommendation  of  thu  directors,  , 
S Hi/h£lPCr  Cflnt’’,  fr,co,of  declared : 

'i  ' *?,K“an>  1 re-elected  a diroetor;  Mr.  B.  G.  Wood 

w ly-clcctcd,  in  tho  room  of  Sir.  W.  M.  Mile 
:d  : and  Meson.  John  Hicks  and  0.  S.  Drnyi 
cted  auditors  Votes  of  thanks  to  tho  directors  and 
ding/’  UD°  °‘‘°  t0  lh0  cbairman>  terminated  tho  pro- 

!5VE^0AK,S,-Ne"'.  C,UPr:L  ofEasb.-Wo  men- 
Bod  a few  weeks  ago  that  tho  tender  of  Mr.  Punnett, 
Ider  of  Tunbridge,  was  accepted  for  tho  erection  of  a 
pul  of  ease  on  St.  John’s-hill,  tho  immudiato  neighbour- 

which  is  tho  most  densely-populated  part  of  tho 
5-  ®on*‘d,rr"bla  distanco  from  either  the 
thu  distriot  church.  As  soon  as  it  wi 

, . w“  '"tended  to  erect  a now  oliunol  

trict,  tho  Marquis  Camden,  with  his  usual  liberality 
' ‘ h"1' adjoining 


red  a piece  of  grouud,  about  half  „ 

ifvJralC‘n,C»„'n^  Bd,,lirabl>-  •»“«!  for  tho  nurpose, 

!oiDw/b^foby  11,0  S'101*}0™'  "ho®  nrighboorhood^ThS 

ho,  Dowager 


- ---  --- 1 kiic  ci  me 

Amherst.  On  Monday  tho  foundation 

Th„.  rf.'.  *BB  b>'  Mr,8-  Co*'  tho  daughl  ..  

Tho«.  Curlcn,  roctor,  and  tho  day  being  line,  there 
a large  attendance  of  the  gentry  and  others  of  the 
jhbourhood,  in.  lading  tho  Msrquis  Camden  and  Ladies 
T P°u5ii!*  A(,tub"8t  ;.nd  family  the  Rovs.  T.  Curtci. 
1.  Curtin,  c Croft,  L.  H,  Bonrdinan,  j.  Raven 

u/luil”"'/'  n (t,‘,r:do1lllh'  nlld  s-  W.  Lloyd,  an, 
Lambarde,  C.  It.  C.  Policy,  n„d  P.  Nouuillo,  Eton. 
Ae.  A form  of  prayer  drawn  up  for  the  occasion  was 
‘n  a most  impressive  manner  by  tho  Ror.  T.  Curteis 

bo  woll  and  truly  laid,  thi 


the  ineoripti , 

1858,”  wus  declared 
Hundredth  Psalm  was 

the  largo  party  separated  nficr  ‘tbo  benodiollon.  . 

'I,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  John,  is  to  bo  built 
arly  decorated  style,  end  is  calculated  to  oontain  . 
no;  tlio  archi  teot*  arc  Messrs.  Morphow  mid~Grecn 
on  It  was  not  intended,  attUo  first,  to  endow  the’ 
■I,  but  wo  believe  somo  nrrnngomonls  for  this  purpose 
bo  made  before  it  is  ready  for  consecration,  darn- 
the  necessity  of  a church-yard  also  gave  ceoi-rul 
,n.  inrf  h.»  ii  donbt  that  very  shortly 


kiiiij  wi.i.  — being  reminded  for  an 
opted  highway  robbery  wero  discharged  by  J.  Rogers, 
. on  Monday  for  want  of  identification,  it  having 
quite  dork  when  the  attempt  was  made.  5 

»*•'  i-o  I.AnouiiEiis  and  School  Children.— On 
ciung  tbo  annual  treat  was  given  to  the  whole 


, - r - r . "as  gi'en  ro  rne  wnolo 
"nd  lb;'r  "I1"*  ^Ployed  by  tho  Dowager 
_n  Amherst,  on  the  Knole  estate.  It  was  usual  to 
me  festive  meeting  after  the  close  of  harvest,  but' 
quencooftbo  death  of  the  late  Earl  Amherst,  it  ‘ 


m a A n c -----  -uc  nw  xiari  aWQSrSI,  1C  WAS 

Iml.T'"1  '?,,he  "umber  of  about  one  bun- 
A ““  r*.oclle"t  "upper;  Mr.  Jones,  tbo  rc- 

oramsn  dr'  tbe  cb*^  «"d  Mr.  Thomas  How, 

h oMheirniM0  “ 7"*'  fill'Df  ,bc  vice-ebair.  The 
n oi  Ituir  noble  cmplovrr  was  drunk-  will, 


- - --"ployer  wns  drunk  with  cntbusii 

tl  ho^.c  / bL-M"Cn'n*  w“*  ,Ptnt'  0,1  ‘bc  Prvvi- 
1 uured ay  the  children  unending  tho  Uoddon-grven 
the  number  of  about  eighty,  were  also  nfooli- 

>d  will,  ii.. » h—  s— > -in-  \c..  nnd 


ilcd_witli  roast  beef  and  nlun 


ADDINGTON. 


avenue  down  to  the  road,  from  which  it  is  a 
cuousobjeft,  behind  it  ftill  higher  ftanHs  , i ? fP'' 
and  village,  built  round  Addin®  on  Ireen  Ch‘,!rch 
the  road  leads  from  Trottefchv?,  "owhlch' Z w"1* 
tham  this  parifh  joins  towards  the  weft  Thr  r V^1*0" 
fand  covering  the  quarry  rock,  buTtt  laid  s mo^  *, 
it  but  poor  and  unfertile,  efpecially  towards  rh^  ^ u 
and  weft  parrs  of  it,  where  The  fa/d  is  deet^;"0" 
latter  is  a fmall  green  called  Addington  coiLon 

Here  is  an  ee  bourn,  or  milbourn,  as  they  are  com 
monly  called,  the  ftream  of  which  breaks  out  whh 
great  .mpetuoCty  once  m feven  or  eight  years,  which 
then  direfts  its  waters  along  a trench,  dug  for  this 
purpofe  till  ,t  flows  into  the  Leyborne  rivulet,  he 

trout  of  which  it  makes  of  a red  colour,  which  other- 
wile  are  white. 

Thefe  nailbourns,  or  eruptions  of  water,  a»*e  verv 
common  in  the  eaftern  part  of  Kent,  where  the  reafon 
of  their  breaking  forth  will  be  particularly  mentioned 

In  a place  here,  called  the  IVarren , about  five  hun- 
dred paces  north-ealhvard  from  die  church,  on  a little 
eminence,  there  are  the  remains  of  leverallar^e  (tones 
placed  in  an  oval  form  ■,  feventeen  of  them  may  be  ea- 
fily  traced,  though  from  the  diftances  between  the 
(tones,  which  are  nearly  equal,  there  muft  have  been 
at  leaft  twenty  to  complete  the  oval,  which  confifted 
of  only  one  row  of  (tones.  The  fandinefs  of  the  foil 
has  covered  many  of  them,  which  can,  only  by  guefiina 
their  diftances,  be  found  by  thrufting  of  a (tickTnto  the 
ground.  Such  of  the  (tones  as  have  fallen  down,  have 
been  carried  away  by  the  inhabitants  for  different  ufes. 

Ti  he  (tones  are  of  the  fame  kind  as  thole  of  Stonehen°e, 
and  being  placed  in  the  fame  form,  feem  as  if  they 
were  intended  for  the  fame  ufe.k 

About  one  hundred  and  thirty  paces  to  the  north- 
weft  of  the  above  is  another  heap  of  large  (tones,  tum- 


See  Mr.  Colebrooke’s  Archasologia,  vol.  ii.  p.  107.. 
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bled  inwards  one  upon  another.  They  originally 
confided  of  fix  in  number,  and  in  circuit  meafure 
thirty- three  paces. 

Soon  after  theconqueft,  this  place  was  become 
part  of  the  poflefiions  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux  and 
earl  of  Kent,  the  Conqueror’s  half-brother,  under  the 
general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  entered  in  the 
furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about  the  year  1080. 

Ralf  (Jon  of  Turald ) holds  Eddintune  of  the  bifhop 
(of  Baieux)  for  half  a filing.  The  arable  land  is  one 
carucate , and  there  is  . . . with  four  borderers , and  two 
fervants , and  there  is  one  mill  of  twenty  three  / hillings . 
The  whole  manor  was  valued  at  four  pounds.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor,  it  zvas  zvorth  but 
little.  Left  an  held  it  of  king  Edward , and  after  his 
death  turned  himfelf  over  to  Alnod  Cilt , and  now  it  is 
in  difpute.  . 

And  a little  further  thus : 

Ralf , Jon  of  Turald , holds  Eddintune  of  the  bifioop 
( of  Baieux ) . It  was  taxed  at  two  fulings  and  an  half. 
The  arable  land  is  five  caru cates , in  demefne  there  are 
two,  and  fix  villeins , with  nine  borderers , having  one 
carucate.  There  is  a church  and  ten  fervants , and  two 
mills  of  eleven  j, hillings  and  two -pence,  and  twelve  acres 
of  meadow , wood  for  the  pannage  of  ten  hogs.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor  it  was  worth  eight 
pounds,  when  he  received  it  one  hundred  Jhillmgs , now 
fix  pounds.  Agelred  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

Thefe  were  plainly,  by  the  deferiptions,  tzvo  Jepa- 
rate  efiates,  and  both  certainly,  by  their  names,  in  this 
parith,  and  held  by  the  fame  perfon.  On  the  dif- 
graceof  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  about  four  years  after- 
wards, they  became,  among  the  reft  of  his  poffefllons, 
confifcated  to  the  crown.  Soon  after  which  they  feem 
to  have  been  held  as  one  manor,  by  William  deGur- 
nay,  and  afterwards  by  Gafiena  de  Gurnay,  his  grand- 
child ; they  vvere  fucceeded  in  the  pofleftion  of  this 
place  by  the  family  of  Mandeville,  or  De  Magna  Villa , 

as 
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as  the  name  was  written  in  Latin,  who  held  it  of  the 
family  of  Montchenfie,  as  capital  lords  of  the  fee 
But ‘his  family  was  extinft  here  in  the  next  reign 
of  king  Edward  II.  for  Roger  del  Efcheker  was  owner 
of  it  in  the  7th  year  of  it,1  who  aflumed  his  name 
from  his  hereditary  office  of  uffier  of  the  exchequer 
whence  he  was  called  del  Efchequer , de  la  Chekere  and 
de  Scac carto.™  John  de  la  ( hekere  poffieffed  it  in  the 
firft  year  of  king  Edward  III.  in  which  he  was  Suc- 
ceeded by  Nicholas  de  Daggeworth,"  whofe  anceftor 
John  de  Daggeworth,  had  married  Maud,  one  of  the 
• fitters  and  coheirs  of  Simon  del  Exchequer.  At  the 
acceffion  of  king  Richard  II.  he  was  made  of  his  privy 
council,  and  afterwards  fteward  ofhis  houfhold,  keeper 
of  the  great  feal,  and  treafurer  of  England.0  He  bore 
for  his  arms,  Sable , a lion  rampant , argent,  crowned  or , 
with  proper  difference. 

In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  he  paid  aid 
for  this  manor,  which  Robert  de  Scaccario  before 


held  in  Addington,  of  Warine  de  Montchenfie,  as  of 
his  manor  of  Swanfcombe.  He  alienated  it,  before 
the  end  of  that  reign,  to  Sir  Hugh  de  Segrave,  knight 
batchelor,  and  he  conveyed  it  to  Richard  Charles, 
who  died  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  II.  anno 
1378,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  leaving  his  bro- 
ther’s fons,  Richard  and  John,  his  next  heirs. 

Richard  Charles,  the  eideft  brother,  poffieffed  this 
manor,  whofe  fon,  Robert  Charles,  dying  without 
iffiue,  his  two  fitters  became  his  coheirs,  Alice,  mar- 
ried to  William  Snayth,  and  Joane  to  Richard  Orme- 


1 Book  of  Knights  fees  in  the  Exchequer. 
ra  Madox’s  Exchequer,  p.  718,  et  feq. 

n Lamb.  Peratnb.  p.  600.  He  was  fo  called  from  the  manor 
of  that  name,  which  he  poflelTed  in  Suffolk,  and  was  a man  fa- 
mous for  his  military  valour.  The  other  filter  of  Simon  del  Ex- 
chequer, Lora,  married  William  Peyforer.  Madox  Exchequer, 

p.  721. 

0 Rym.  Feed.  vol.  vii.  p.  161,  310,  562. 
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lkirke;  and  upon  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance, 
this  manor  fell  to  the  fhare  of  William  Snayth,  com- 
monly called  Snette,  Iheiiffin  the  9th  year  of  king 
Henry  IV.  who  kept  his  (hricvalty  at  his  manor-houfe 
of  Addington,  bearing  for  his  arms,  Argent , a chevron 
between  three  birds  heads  erafed,  fable  j two  years  after 
which  he  died,  and  was  buried,  with  Alice  his  wife, 
in  this  church.  He  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir 
Alice,  who  carried  this  manor,  with  the  reft  of  his 
eftates,  in  marriage  to  Robert  Watton,  who  thence- 
forward refided  at  Addington.  He  was  defeended 
from  anceftors,  who  held  lands  in  the  parifh  of  Rid- 
ley in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  and  bore  for 
his  arms.  Argent , a lion  rampant,  gules , debruifed  with 
a bend , fable , charged  with  three  crofs-croflets  fitchee, 
argent.  Ele  died  poftefled  of  the  manor,  and  patro- 
nage of  the  church  of  Addington  in  the  year  1444, 
anno  23  king  Henry  VI.  and  was  buried  in  this 
church. 

His  defendant,  Thomas  Watton,  efq.  of  Adding- 
ton, procured  his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  dilga- 
velled  by  thea<ft  of  2d  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI. 
and  in  his  defendants,  refidents  at  this  place,  who  on 
their  deaths  were  all  buried  in  this  church, p and  his 
manor,  with  the  patronage  of  this  church,  continued 
down  to  Edmund  Watton,  efq.  of  Addington,  who 
left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Elizabeth,  who  marry- 
ing Leonard  Bartholomew,  fecond  fqn  of  Leonard 
Bartholomew,  efq.  of  Oxenhoath,  entitled  him  to  this 
eftate.  He  had  by  her  two  fons  ; Edmund,  who 
died  unmarried ; and  Leonard,  who  will  be  men- 
tioned hereafter.  On  his  death  the  again  became  pof- 
feffed  of  this  eftate,  which  the  carried  in  marriage  to 
her  fecond  hufband,  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  bart.  of 
Bradbourn,  whom  Ihe  like  wife  furvived,  and  dying  in 

p Viftn.  co.  Kent.  1619.  MSS.  pedigrees  of  Watton,  and  in- 
feriptions  in  this  church. 
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VIs’  fi  A fu  C^edjd  r'n  by  her  on|y  furviving  fon 
by  her  firft  huiband,  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efqfvvho 

refides  at  Add.ngton-place,  where  he  ferved  the  office 
of  fhenff  m 1790,  bearing  for  his  arms.  Or,  three 
goats  erafed  fable.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Mr 

r]dyii°fChtatha?,Wid0W  0f  Mr-  Thornton,  of 
Laft- Mailing,  by  whom  he  has  an  only  daughter 

married  in  1797  to  the  hon.  captain  John  Wing- 
field, brother  to  the  lord  vifcount  Powerfcourt  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

There  is  a court  leet  and  court  baron  held  for  this 
manor,  which  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Swanfcoivtbe  by 
caftle-guard  to  the  caftle  of  Rochefter. 


CHARITIES. 

A person  unknown  gave  to  the  life  of  the  poor  the  annual 
him  of  15s.  arifing  from  land  veiled  in  Leonard  Bartholomew, 
efq.  and  now  of  that  annual  product. 

Addington  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church  has  a handfome  tower  fteeple  at  the 
weft  end.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret.  The  pre- 
fent  building  was  erecfted  in  1403,  as  appears  by  the 
following  inl'cription  on  the  wall  of  it  : 


In  fourteen  hundred  and  none, 

Here  was  neither  flick  nor  Hone; 

In  fourteen  hundred  and  three, 

The  goodly  building  which  yon  fee. 

The  church  of  Addington  has  always  been  an  ap- 
pendage to  the  manor,  and  as  fuch  this  reftory  is  now 
in  the  patronage  of  Leonard  Bartholomew,  efq. 

It  is  endowed  with  all  tithes  whatfoever. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  61.  6s.  Sd.  and 

the  yearly  tenths  at  12s.  8d. 

William  de  Gurnay  gave  to  the  church  and  priory 
of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  in  pure  and  perpetual 


1 
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alms,  certain  tithes  of  the  demdnes  of  his  parilh  of 
Edintune  ; but  they  lying  fo  difperfed,  that  they 
could  not  be  conveniently  gathered  by  the  monks, 
though  they  could  be  eafily  collected  by  the  parfon 
of  this  church  : therefore  it  was  agreed,  that  the  par- 
fon of  it  lliould  pay  the  yearly  fum  of  five  (hillings 
to  the  monks  of  Rochefter,  on  St.  Andrew’s  day, 
for  them.*1 

This  penfion,  after  the  difTolution  of  the  priory  in 
the  3 1 it  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  was  furrendered 
into  the  king’s  hands,  who  granted  it  two  years  after- 
wards by  his  dotation  charter,  to  his  new-eredted  dean 
and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  to  which  it  continues  to  be 
paid  at  this  time. 

It  appears  by  the  endowment  of  the  vicarage  of 
Hadlow,  in  this  county,  in  1287,  that  the  redtor  of 
that  parith  had  been  uled,  beyond  memory,  to  pay 
yearly  the  luni  of  eighteen-pence  to  the  redtor  of  this 
church,  which  payment  the  vicar  of  Hadlow  was  en- 
joined to  pay  in  future/ 


CHURCH  OF  ADDINGTON. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  firefetited. 

Lords  of  the  manor  of  Addington. 


q See  the  confirmations  of  it  in 
Reg.  Roff.  p.  145,  47,  59,  138,  5,8. 
r Reg.  Roff,  p.  382. 

* MSS.  Twyfden. 

* Ho  died  act.  78, and  was  buried  in 
this  church. 


RECTORS. 

Mr.  Edward  Drayner,  A.  B. 
about  1630.* 

John  Borajlon , A.  M.  inftituted 
Auguft  6, 1702,  obt.  June  9, 
1741.' 

Thomas  Buttonjhaw , A.  M.  pre- 
sented July  1741,.  obt.  1768.“ 
Daniel  Hill,  A.  M.  1768,  the 
prefent  reftor." 

n He  held  the  vicarage  of  Ryarfli  by 
difpen Cation  with  this. 

w And  vicar  of  Eaff  Mailing  by 
difpenfation. 
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TROTTESCLIVE. 
NORTH-WESTWARD  from  a jj‘ 

Trottefclive,  vulgarly  called  Trcjley  ; fo  named”  asl 

imagine,  from  its  lltuation,  quart  7nJ?< 

hilly, raa,  this  place  being SeS  Ur'  f f‘ 

founty^115  hlllS’  W‘liCh  eXtCnd  themfe‘™s  aero & She 

The  parish  of  Trottefclive  is  of  no  great  extent 
contammg  not  more  than  one  thoufand  ales  ofTand 
and  thirty- two  houfes  and  cottar  T . r!  ■ 
ofit  is  though  healthy, 

even  defireable ; the  foil  is  but  poor  and  Wry 
Ihe  great  ndge  of  chalks  hills  crofs  it,  near  the 
of  which  though  yet  on  high  ground,  is  the  village 
having  the  church  and  antient  palace  in  another  part 

T h it  °/a  miJe  diftance  eastward. 

The  high  road  from  Dartford  by  Longfield,  Hartley 

bo  tom,  and  Berry's  Maple,  leads  through  it  towards 
Of  ham  and  Mailing  ; below  the  village  the  foil  is  a 
band,  and  above  it  chalk.  Above  the  hills  it  reaches 
for  more  than  a mile  along  a dreary  country,  but 
thinly  inhabited,  and  much  covered  with  coppice 
woods,  the  foil  of  which  is  a heavy  tillage  land,  con- 
hfting  of  an  unfertile  red  earth,  mixed  with  a quantity 
of  flint  ftones,  which  make  the  narrow  roads  through 
it  moft  difagreeable  to  travel  through. 

The  parifh  ought  antiently  to  have  contributed  to 
the  third  pier  of  Rochetler  bridge. 

In  the  year  788,  Offa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  gave 
a part  of  his  land,  containing  fix  plough  lands,  called 
1 rottefelive,  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  and  the 
bifhopric  of  the  cattle,  which  was  called  Hrofefcefter , 
to  hold  forever,  together  with  all  rights  and  appurte- 
nances belonging  to  it.  The  bounds  ofit  were  on 

n n 3 the 


,^0  larkfield  hundred.  • 

the  eaft  and  fouth,  Boerlingas  ; on  the  weft,  Wrote- 
ham ; and  on  the  north,  Mcapaham,  and  there  be- 
longed to  it  in  different  places,  pannage  of  hogs,  in  the 
Wealdberies,  as  in  the  grant  are  particularly  men- 
tioned. 

The  church  of  Rochefter  did  not  continue  long  in 
the  pofleffion  of  this  eftate  ; for  it  was  wrefted  from 
it  in  the  time  of  the  Danilh  wars,  which  quickly 
followed,  and  continued  fo  till  archbilhop  Lanfranc 
recovered  it,  in  the  folemn  aflembly  of  the  whole 
county  held  at  Pinenden-heath  in  1076  ; and  he  im- 
mediately reftored  it  to  bifliop  Gundulph  and  the 
church  of  St.  Andrew/ 

In  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about 
the  year  1080,  this  place  is  thus  defcribed,  under  the 
title  of  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter’s  lands  : 

The  fame  bifhop  (of  Rochefer)  holds  Urotef clive.  In 
the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor , it  was  taxed  at 
three  filings , and  now  at  one  fuling.  I he  arable  land 
is  three  carucates.  In  demefne  there  is  one  fuling , and 
one  carucate  there , and  ten  villeins  with  two  carucates . 
There  is  a church,  and  one  fervvnt,  and  t wo  acres  of  mea- 
dow, and  wood  for  the  -pannage  of  ten  hogs.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor , and  afterwards , it 
was  worth  fixty  J, hillings , and  now  J even  pounds. 

Gundulph,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  eleded 
to  that  fee  in  the  year  1077,  divided  the  revenues  of  1 
his  church  between  himfelf  and  his  monks,  and  in 
that  divifion,  the  manor  of  Trottefclive  was  allotted 
to  the  bilhop,  and  was  by  him  appropriated  to  the 
fupport  of  his  table,  or  ad  viftum  Epifcopi , as  it  was 
then  ftiled. 

Soon  after  which  there  was  an  epifcopal  palace 
ereded  at  this  place,  the  buildings  of  which  were 
grown  fo  ruinous  when  bifhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill 

x See  the  confirmations  of  it  in  Reg.  RofF.  p.  442.  Dugd. 
Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.2. 


came 


TROTTESfcLIVfc. 

came  to  the  fee  in  1185, .that  he  was  forced  to  re- 
build them,  which  he  did  in  a much  more  convenient 
manner.  vcnienc 

On  a taxation  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter’s  manors 
til  1 255,  it  appeared,  that  this  manor  had  within  it 
tvvo  hundred  acres  of  arable  land,  each  of  which  was 
eltimated  at  four  pence,  and  the  pafture  of  the  mea- 
dows and  the  out-woods  at  twenty  (hillings,  that  the 
annual  rent  amounted  to  the  lum  of  feventy-three 
(hillings  and  nine-pence  farthing  ; the  Cum  tota'  of 
the  whole  manor  being  81.  os.  5}d.  and  that  the 
buildings  required  for  the  necefiary  repair  of  them 
thirty  (hillings  yearly. 

And  again  at  the  latter  end  of  that  reign,  on  a 
valuation  of  the  manors  appropriated  to  the  biftiop’s 
table,  of  this  manor  it  appeared  that  the  rents  of  it, 
as  well  in  money  as  in  hens,  eggs,  and  ploughlhares, 
were  yearly  41.  os.  yd.  that  there  were  in  it  'two 
ploughs,  and  yet  there  were  not  in  reality  two  plough 
lands,  each  of  which,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  ought  to  contain  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  arable  land,  which  there  were  not  within  the 
manor  ; that  the  yearly  value  of  the  fame,  together 
with  the  pafture,  was  feventy-fix  fhillings  and  eight- 
pence,  and  that  there  was  one  mill  only  here,  which 
paid  ten  (hillings  per  annum.  The  fum  total  of  the 
value  81.  7s.  3d.  per  annum. 

In  the  2 1 ft  year  of  king  Edward  I.  anno  1292,  the 
biftiop  of  Rochefter  was  lummoned  to  anfwer  the 
king,  before  John  de  Berewyke  and  others,  juftices 
itinerants,  at  Canterbury,  in  a plea  of  quo  warranto , 
by  what  right  he  claimed  to  hold  pleas  of  withernam, 
and  to  have  return  of  the  king’s  writs,  and  affile  of 
bread  and  ale,  in  this  manor,  and  the  biftiop  ap- 
peared, and  claimed  the  above  liberties  in  it,  and 
view  of  frank-pledge  within  it;  and  as  to  the  return 
of  writs,  &c.  he  faid,  that  this  manor  was  within  the 
precind  of  the  liberty  of  the  archbifhop,  and  that  the 
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billiop’s  bailiffs  received  fucli  returns  by  the  hands  of 
the  archbifhop’s  bailiffs ; therefore  he  prayed  judg- 
ment, &c.  And  as  to  the  other  liberties,  that  he  and 
his  predeceffors,  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  had 
tiled  them  without  interruption ; on  which  it  was 
found  for  the  billiop,  and  the  record  of  thefe  pleas 
was,  at  the  requeft  of  Johnde  Shepey,  billiop  of  Ro- 
chefler,  exemplified  by  infpeximns  under  the  great 
fcal,  in  the  30th  year  of  Edward  III,  anno  1355. 

Hamo  de  Hethe,  billiop  of  Rochefter,  having  re- 
fided  during  the  Lent  of  1322,  at  Hailing,  came  from 
thence  to  Trottefclive,  where  he  celebrated  the  fealt 
of  Eafter  ft  and  caufed  fome  additions  to  be  made  to 
the  buildings  of  this  palace,  and  fix  years  afterwards, 
coming  hither  a few  days  after  the  Purification,  he 
refided  here  the  whole  year,  during  which  he  lur- 
rounded  his  court  with  high  walls,  and  made  a new 
chamber  for  the  bifhop,  and  another  for  his  clerks, 
and  a new  kitchen  ; the  whole  of  which  expcnce 
amounted  to  one  hundred  marcs. 

The  bifhops  of  Rochefter  continued  to  refide  oc- 
cafionally  at  this  palace,  till  fome  years  after  the  re- 
formation ; about  which  time  this,  as  well  as  the  reft 
of  their  antient  manors  and  manfion  houfes  in  this 
county,  excepting  Bromley,  were  leafed  out  by  them 
for  lives  or  years  to  different  tenants  ; in  which  ftate 
the  manor  and  manfion-houfe  of  Trottefclive  continue 
at  this  time.  The  family  of  Whitaker  have  for  fome 
generations  been  leffees  of  it,  under  the  billiop  of  Ro- 
chefter, and  have  refided  in  the  manor-houfe,  during 
which  time  they  have  acquired  the  rank  of  gentlemen, 
bearing  for  their  arms,  Sable , a fefs  between  three 
mujcles  argent.  Thomas  Whitaker,  elq.  of  this  place, 
was  Iheriff  in  1743,  as  was  his  eldeft  fon  Thomas 
Whitaker,  elq.  in  1748,  and  both  kept  their  lliriev- 
alties  at  this  place,  and  his  fon  of  the  fame  name  now 
refides  here. 

y Wharton’s  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  i,  p.  363,  368. 

There 
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There  was  an  estate  in  this  pariffi,  which  was 
antiently  accounted  a manor,  and  was  likewife  called 
THE  MANOR  of  Trottesclive.  It  was  held  of  the 
biOiop  of  Rochefter  in  the  12th  and  13th  years  of 
king  John,  as  appears  by  the  inquisitions  then  taken 
by  Roger  de  Creffi,  as  half  a knight’s  fee.2  His  de- 
fendant Stephen  de  Creffi,  in  the  fame  reign,  poffeffied 
this  manor,  and  likewife  a park  here  called  Creify 
park,  and  ie  weft  Park,  and  was  foon  afterwards,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  it  by  Roger  de  Leyborne,  but  this  eftate 
feems  about  this  time  to  have  been  veiled  in  the 
crown  ; for  king  Henry  III.  in  his  48th  year,  granted 
the  manor  of  Trottefciive  to  his  niece  Ilabel,  the  ille- 
gitimate daughter  of  Richard,  earl  of  Cornwall,  a 
younger  fon  ot  king  John,  who  afterwards  married 
Maurice,  lord  Berkeley/  If  fo,  it  could  remain  in 
the  crown,  or  in  Ifabel  above-mentioned,  but  a very 
few  years  before  it  paded  to  Roger  de  Leyborne,  who 
having  fome  claim  to  the  manor  of  Ledes  againft 
Robert  de  Crevequer,  it  was  fettled  by  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  friends,  in  confequence  of  which,  Roger  de 
Leyborne,  in  the  5 2d  year  of  that  reign,  gramed  his 
manors  of  Trottefciive  and  Flete  wholly  to  Robert, 
fon  of  Llamon  de  Crevequer,  junior,  and  Yfeude  his 
wife,  they  performing  to  him  the  free  fervice  of  one 
knight’s  fee,  and  to  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  all  other 
fervices  due  and  accuftomed,  in  confideration  ot 
which,  Robert  had  granted  to  him,  by  way  of  ex- 
change, his  manor  of  Ledes,  with  all  its  appurte- 
nances, together  with  a moiety  of  all  his  fees,  and  as 
the  above  manors  of  1’rottefclive  and  hlete  were  not 
of  equal  value  to  the  manor  of  Ledes,  he  granted  to 
them  one  hundred  fhillings  rent  in  Redleghe. 

Robert  de  Crevequer,  anno  6th  Edward  I.  releafed 
to  John,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  all  his  right  in  this 

z Lib.  Rnbr.  Scacc.  Dugd.  Bar.  vo!  i.  p.  70S. 

a Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  i.  p.  7^5- 


manor 
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manor  of  Trottefclive,  with  its  appurtenances  in 
Mailing,  Wroteham,  and  eliewhere,  to  hold  to  him 
as  in  right  of  his  church  for  ever.  In  conlideration 
of  which,  the  bilhop  had  given  him  fifty  marcs,  and 
one  paltrey,  as  a fine.6  This  eftate  which  is  now 
called  IV eft-court,  alias  PVrot ham-water ^ and  lies  in  the 
parilhes  of  Trottefclive  and  Wroth  am,  (till  continues 
part  of  the  polleffions  of  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  the 
prefent  leflee  of  it  under  the  bilhop,  being  Mr. 
Whitaker. 

CHARITIES. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Bariston  and  AIar y Godwin  gave  by 
will  in  1 71 1,  for  the  purpofe  of  a charity  fckool , land  veiled  in 
truftees,  and  now  of  the  annual,  produce  of  9I. 

Trottesclive  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Mailing.  7 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

The  church  of  Trottefclive  has  always  been  ac- 
counted an  appendage  to  the  manor,  and  as  fuch  is  at 
this  time  in  the  patronage  of  the  right  reverend  the 
lord  bilhop  of  Rochefter. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  10I.  2s.  nd.and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  ll.  os.  3fd.c 

CHURCH  OF  TROTTESCL  TFE. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefented.  Rectors. 

Bijhops  of  Roche/ter,  lords  0}  the  John , in  the  reign  of  Henry 

James,  in  the  reign  of  Henrv 
III.« 

Nicholas  de  Rokelunde , in  the 
fame  reign.1' 

John  de  Denyngtone,  and  12th  Ed- 
ward III.8 


b About  this  time  and  afterwards, 
feveral  fmall  parcels  of  lands  and 
rents,  parcel  of  the  above  eftate,  were 
conveyed  to  the  bifhops  of  Rochefter, 
as  may  be  feen  in  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  657, 
658,  659. 


c Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 
d Reg.  Roff.  p.  j 61. 
e Ibid.  p.  664. 
f Ibid.  p.  321. 

S Ibid.  p.  682. 


PATRONS, 
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Rectors. 
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Bm°hs  °f  Rochefter,  lords  of  the  Thomas  Rither , clerk  in  i -Rn  •> 

matl0y Edmund  Jackfon , s!  T.  P.  Tn 

1630.' 

yo/zw  Warren , about  i6q2.k 

W wldridge. 

Thomas  Cockman,  A.  M.  inft. 
July  28,  1704J 

Charles  Lambe,  in  1723. 

Hugh  Pugh,  in  1 724. 

James  Webb , A.  M.  obt.  ^59  “ 

Francis  Lloyd,  A.  M.  in  1759, 
re%  ^ 779* 

Francis  Taynton,  A.  M.  1779, 
obt.  1794." 

Crawford,  1 794,  the  pre- 
lent re<5tor. 


h Prefented  to  by  the  chancellor,  as 
being  vacant  by  lapfe. 
i MSS.  Twyfden. 
k And  vicar  of  St.  John’s,  Margate. 
1 Alfo  vicar  of  Eaft  Mailing. 


m In  1748  a difpenfation  palled  for 
his  holding  this  with  the  vicarage  of 
Weft  Mailing. 

n Likewife  vicar  of  Weft  Farleigh. 
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CONTAINING 

ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 

TO  THE 

third  and  fourth  volumes. 


to  volume  nr. 

SHOREHAM. 

TPAGE  2. 

HIS  PARISH  is  fuppofed  to  be  about  twenty  miles 
round,  and  to  contain  five  thoufand  acres  of  land,  of  which 
feven  hundred  are  woodland.  The  foil,  though  chalky  on 
the  fide  of  the  hills,  is  a ftrong  clay  otherwife  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  them;  the  valley  is  a hazely  mould,  the  meadows 
rather  wet  and  marlhy  ; there  are  about  one  hundred  houfes. 
I here  are  two  mills,  the  one  a corn  mill  belonging  to  Tho- 
mas Borrett  efq.  the  other  a paper  mill  belonging  to  Mr. 
James  Bedill,  of  Ruxley. 

HALSTED. 

Page  13,  At  the  north  end  of  this  parifh  is  Broke  farm 
the  property  of  Mr.  John  Goodhew.  J * 

OXFORD. 

Page  27.  Two  thirds  of  Serjeants  Otford  manor , late 
belonging  to  Sir  Charles  F.  Radcliffe,  bart.  was  fold,  as  to 
h.s  life  eftate  in  them,  to  lord  Amherft,  who  died  in  i7Q7 
and  Ins  nephew  and  heir  William  Pitt  Amhcrfi,  lord  Am- 

hcrft  now  poirelles  them,  but  after  Sir  Charles’s  death ‘they 
wift  wtkhle.ntai'’  his  broth«  JohnFarnaby,  efq.  of 
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KEMSING  AND  SEALE. 

P AO  E 45.  For  Porter  read  Patiyn,  and  the  like  pa<.e  ,0 . 

The  *,carage  °f  Kemfmg  with  Seal,  eonlith  of  the  fm,ll 

t.thes  of  both  par. fli«,  with  a portion  of  the  great  tithes  in 
Seale,  formerly  called  Bonknvm , now  Under  River  con 
Tiding  of  about  eight  hundred  acres  of  land.  ’ 


SEVENOKE. 

Page  61.  Jjhgrove  does  not  belong  to  Mrs.  Smith  but 
to  Mrs.  Otway,  widow  of  Francis  Otway,  efq. 

Ibid.  For  Peter  Nonaille  read  Nouaille. 

Page  67.  Panthurd,  or  Panters,  belongs  to  Multon 
Lambard,  efq. 

Page  61.  Northward  of  the  plain  is  a feat,  Tome  few 
years  fince  belonging  to  Sir  Multon  Lambard,  whofe  widow 
afterwards  redded  in  it,  fince  which  John  Pratt,  efq.  late  of 
Wildernefs,  occupied  it  and  died  here  in  1797,  the  property 
of  it  belonged,  and  does  now  to  Multon  Lambard,  efq.  of 
Sevenoke. 

Page  90.  Britains  adjoins  to  the  edate  of  Kippington. 

Page  95.  Lord  Amherd  died  in  Augud,  1797,  and  his 
nephew  and  heir  William  Pitt  Amherd  now  (by  his  uncle’s 
fecond  patent)  lord  Amherd,  of  Montreal,  is  the  prefent 
owner  of  this  feat,  and  the  red  of  his  edates  in  this  county. 

Page  104.  GreatneJJe.  This  is  mentioned  in  the  parifh 
of  Swanfcombe,  vol.  ii.  p.400,  as  meaning  Greenhyth;  paying 
too  implicit  a refpeit  to  Mr.  Thorpe’s  opinion,  I placed  it 
there,  but  wrong,  for  it  certainly  was  meant  for  the  chapel 
at  Greatnefs,  in  Sevenoke  church. 

Page  137,  line  9.  For  their  read  his. 


WESTERHAM. 

Page  159.  Mariners  belongs  to  Mr.  Edward,  fon  of 
Mr.  Stafford  Whitaker,  who  refides  in  it. 


eatonbridge. 

Page  186.  Browns  Court.  Mr.  Boddington  fold  jt  to 
Mr.  Beecher  Walter,  the  prefent  owner. 

Page  18/,  line  9.  ...  read  John  Henniker  Major , efq. 


HEVER 
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HEVER. 

Page  19 0.  Poelbrooks  is  an  antient  feat  now  belonging  to 
Mrs.  Payne,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  William  Douglas, 
efq.  who  refides  in  it. 

Page  199,  line  5.  For  Lambarde  read  Lombard. 

Page  202.  Mr.  New , the  rector,  died  in  1796. 

Page  203.  The  Bower  is  a new-built  feat  in  this  parifh, 
ere&ed  by  Mr.  Spurling  in  the  ftile  of  an  Eajl-Indian  villa. 

Page  205,  line  25.  For  Burgefs  read  Burges , and  next 
line  for  Harbroc  read  Harbroe. 

Page  209,  lajl  line  but  7.  For  Thomas  Harvey , efq.  read 
the  Rev.  'Thomas  Harvey , of  Redleaf. 

CHIDINGSTONE. 

Page  21 1.  Sharp's  Place , with  Idehill  farm  in  this  pa- 
rifh, and  Sevenokc,  belonged  to  Sir  Charles  F.  RadclifFe, 
bart.  who  had  a life  eftate  in  them,  which  was  in  1796  pur- 
chafed  by  his  brother  John  Farnaby,  efq.  of  Wickham,  the 
next  tenant  in  tail,  who  now  pofleffes  them. 

Page  222.  Bowzell  is  in  Chevening  parifh. 

PENSHURST. 

Page  228,  line  29.  For  part  read  particularly  the  north , 
alias  Lyghe  park  and  South  parky  lying,  as  their  names  im- 
port, at  the  different  extremities  of  the  prefent  park. 

Line  33.  Inftead  of  whence  read  the  former  of  which. 

Page  229.  New  Houfey  alias  HartSy  was  formerly  the 
feat  of  the  family  of  Combridge,  a daughter  and  coheir  of 
which  married  Gilbert  Spencer,  efq.  of  Redleafe. 

Page  247,  line  14.  For  Hawjbrooke  read  Hawden. 

Page  252.  For  Harbroc  read  Harbroe. 

Page  2^7.  Mathew  NicholaSy  redtor,  died  in  1796,  and 
the  Rev.  John  Hammondy  was  inducted  in  his  room,  and  is 
the  prefent  re£tor  of  Penlhurft. 

LYGHE. 

Page  263.  For  Harbroc  read  Harbroe.  Mr.  Harbroe 
refides  at  Hall-place. 

Page  270.  Mr.  Harvey  has  iince  fold  the  advowfon  of 
Lyghe  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Southam,  the  prefent  patron  of 
this  church. 


Page 
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the  Rev.  John  Southam  (\ ucceeded  him*  amf  -m  J7^6'  and 

redor,  as  well  as  patron  of  this  church.  'S  16  prefent 

SPELDHGRST. 

Ibid,  In  this  parifh  is  a feat  caller!  AiU.  n 1 
was  a few  years  fince  the  eflate  of  admiral  j which 

the  rehdence  of  Peter  Lefevre,  efq!  0rbes> and  is 

nortiifleet. 

Page  3°3"  ^ear  this  bridge  there  was  an  mcr 

^:“o!'Lso,alifts  and  - Mens 

being  the  refidence  of  Chafe  «»* 

. P.AGE  3H-  The  prelent  tower  of  the  church  » 

m the  room  of  an  old  one,  which  had  a fpire  on  it  Ti^ 
are  fix  hells  in  it,  cart  not  many  years  fince  hcr* 

GRAVESEND. 

Page  324.  There  are  about  feventy  acres  of  public  »ar 
den  ground  near  this  town  in  Gravefend  parifh  and  Milton 
1 age  325.  f rom  the  immenfe  quantities  of  chalk  which 
has  been  cut  away  from  thefe  pits  in  different  directions  a 
fceneis  exhibited  perfectly  romantic,  and  to  ftrangers  not  a 
little  dreadful.  In  the  digging  numerous  foffils  are  dug  and 
i/C°ve[fd’  principally  of  the  Echinus  fuecies,  as  alfo  the 
Glojfa  Petra,  molt  curioufly  polilhed,  and  fharp  as  thorns. 

1 hQJirata  °t  dints,  ufual  among  the  chalk,  are  napped  into 

n flSfSi  m-  midft  °f  which  are  found  compleat  cockle 
ihells  tilled  with  chalk,  and  fometimesof  fo  large  a fizeas  to 

be  elteemed  exceedingly  curious  by  the  naturalilts. 


IFIELD. 

Page  347,  lajl  line.  For  rfiedes  read  refides. 

This  parifh  contains  about  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 
Shinglewell  contains  all  the  houfes  within  this  parifh,  ten 
in  number. 

P age  351.  Francis  Gibfon  Re  El  or  fucceeded  C reftvcll  in 

I735»  and  was  fucceeded  by  London. 

There  is  no  parifh  regifterto  be  found  earlier  than  r/52. 


MJTSTED. 
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NUTSTED. 

Page  351,  line  5.  For  Northfect  read  Nutjled. 

Line  5,  from  the  bottom.  For  Nurjlecl  read  Nutjled. 

MEOFHAM. 

Page  356.  This  parifh  is  eflimated  to  contain  about 
5,700  acres  of  land  ; it  contains  one  hundred  and  feventeen 
families,  confining  of  about  fix  hundred  and  twelve  perfons, 
all  of  the  church  of  England,  and  chiefly  agricultural  la- 
bourers and  linen  weavers,  forty-eight  houfes,  land  from  5s. 
to  30s.  per  acre. 

Harefield  is  a hamlet  in  the  fouth-eafl  part  of  this  parifh. 

Page  358,  line  3.  For  codocils  read  codicils. 

Page  361,  line  9,  from  the  bottom.  For  an  read  and. 

luddesdon. 

Page  368,  line  3.  Salljlreet  is  more  properly  Sole-JIreet. 
There  is  much  coppice  wood  in  this  parifh. 

Page  371.  Mrs.  Walter  married  thirdly  John  Hilliam, 
gent,  whom  fhe  likewife  furvived.  On  her  death  lately,  her 
fon  by  her  fecond  hufband,  Mr.  John  Walter,  is  now  be- 
come poflefled  of  this  manor. 

COOKSTONE. 

Page  389.  'The  extent  of  this  parifh  is  not  much  more 
titan  a mile  each  way.  The  arable  land  is  about  1 100  acres, 
ialtmarfh  fixty-five,  and  woodland  two  hundred  and  forty. 
Knight’s -place  farm,  is  no  part  of  it  within  this  parifh,  and 
only  Ranfcombe-houfe^  and  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
belonging  to  it  within  it.  Upper  and  Lower  Bujh  is  one 
hamlet,  the  principal  part  of  which  is  likewife  within  it. 
Near  the  church  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  is  the  parfonage,  and 
three  other  houfes.  The  church  hands  nearly  north  and 
fouth. 

Page  394.  Whorne’ s-place  was  pulled  down  in  1783,  and 
the  prefent  farm-houfe  is  part  of  the  old  granary  and  inalt- 
houfe. 

Page  398.  The  church  conltfts  of  one  ifle  2nd  two 
chancels,  one  the  retSlor’s,  the  other  belonging  to  the  Mar- 
fham  family,  it  has  a fquare  tower  fteeple,  in  which  hang 
two  bells. 


COBHAM. 
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COB  HAM. 

Page  404.  Cobham  park  contains  ei?ht  hnU  . 

Page  405.  For  Outlets  read  OuU  § 1 hun^red  acres. 
Owlie.  ^ read  0ulets>  novv  ufually  called 

In  one  part,  near  the  village  of  ShinelewHI  tv,-  . n 

tends  to  the  north  of  that  road  down§tni Mhts  pardh  ex- 
dated  church  of  Denton.  ’ ards  tl'e  ^^api- 


Page  423.  Cobhambury  lies  to  the  fouth  of  Cnhh, 


church,  on  the.^v.  ^ uuuucluon  wmrh 
Page  428.  For  Saitoh  Jiall  read  Salt  onfall. 

profits  Of  thriving  arifefrom  a^wnpofirion^in^jeu  of  tUI*^ 
Page  44,,  Bn,  The  feals  thi 

££&■£“ v,lume* as  not  of  fuffldent  «&££% 
It  was  not  Richard  but  Bonham  Hivpc  „u 
thcfe  Viaur-mrk,  and  affigaed  the  land  on  which°thev  now 
ftand,  to  the  par, ft,  officiating  rainirter  and  two  chX,' 
dens,  refervmg  the  intereft  of  the  money  exnenld * T 
levied  by  a Anall  afteffinent  on  the  houfes/amo^nSi^the 
whole  to  about  fix  gu.neas  per  annum,  they  are  fituated  in 
Cobham-ftreet,  which  they  fupply  with  water.  d 

P age  442,  Vicars  : 


William  Combett , 1662. 

Willi  ark  Clarke , 1671. 

John  Priejl , 1679  to  1704.  after 
which  the  duty  was  done  by 
Curates,  till 

W illiam  Pemble,  who  was  vicar 
in  1720. 

William  Painter , 1 729. 


William  Chajiman , 1733,  0bt, 
1762. 

DearJbey,  >765,  obt. 

1766. 

William  Porter obt.  ,793. 

Jamer  Jones,  1793,  the  prefen t 
vicar. 


S HORNE. 

Page  443.  This  parifh  contains  about  one  thoufand 
acres  of  arable,  four  hundred  of  wood,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  of  marfh,  and  about  fixty  houfes.  The  foil  is  chalk 
land  and  gravel,  in  different  parts.  Jarvis  Maplefden  died 

in  1787.  Mr.  Thomas  [Cartridge  left  two  daughters,  who 
are  the  only  children  defendants  of  the  Maplefden  family 
now  remaining.  On  Mrs.  Maplefden’s  death,  (widow  of 
Jarvis)  this  houfe  became  the.  property  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pem- 
ble,  but  it  has  not  been  inhabited  fince  her  death. 

0 0 Mr. 


VOL.  iv. 
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Mr.  Ayerd’s  houfe  was  built  by  his  mother.  It  Hands 
oppofite  the  church,  commanding  a mod  delightful  profpedt. 
It  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Comport.  There  is  a good  houfe 
late  belonging  to  the.  Maplelden’s,  in  Shorn  Jfield  ; the  lad 
pofleflor  of  that  name,  Mr.  James  Maplefden,  left  two 
daughters,  Anne  married  to  Mr.  Thomas  Noakes,  and 
Charlotte  to  Mr.  Mafon,‘who  became  jointly  entitled  to  it. 
Thomas  Noakes  died  in  1796,  his  wife  before  him  in  1 790, 
and  his  brother  Mr.  Jarvis  Noakes  now  occupies  it. 

Page  443.  At  Shorne  ridway  is  a good  houfe,  with  a 
tan-yard,  formerly  the  property  of  Mr.  George  Holmes,  now 
of  his  daughter  Mrs.  Bevan.  In  fcouring  a well  lately  be- 
longing to  this  houfe,  there  was  drawn  up  fome  fea  mud, 
and  a quantity  of  cockle  fhells,  and  in  a chalk  pit  at  the  bot- 
tom of  Gad’s-hill,  on  a break  of  the  chalk,  the  like  fort  of 
mud  and  (hells  were  difcovered. 

Page  447.  Mrs.  Gordon’s  manor-houfe  is  pleafantly 
fituated  in  Shorn-dreet,  and  is  now  occupied  by  captain 
Luard,  of  the  Georgiana  packet,  in  the  Ead-India  Com- 
pany’s fervice. 

King's  farm , in  the  north  part  of  this  paridi,  is  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  David  Day. 

Page  451.  The  church  confids  of  three  ides  and  three 
chancels  > it  has  a tower  deeple  at  the  wed  end,  in  which  are 
live  bells. 

Page  456.  Vicars.  Addition  to 

George  Hammond,  obt.  1601.  Thomas  Ayerft,  obt.  1688. 
Edmund  Balam  .*  Tobias  Swinden,  reiigned  to  his 

William  Franklin,  1630.  fon. 

Richard  Balam,  ejetfed  1643,  Tobias  Swinden , exchanged  it 

but  reftored.  for  Lamberhurlt. 

Charles  Bowles,  obt.  1671*  Caleb  P erf  eft,  &c. 

M1GHAM. 

Page  482,  line  9.  For  each  read  back. 

Mockbeggar  farm  belongs  to  Francis  Barrow,  efq. 

LaJl  line.  For  corfidered  read  conjectured. 

Page  483  Gadjhill  in  this  parilh,  on  the  London  road, 
is  the  fpot  defcribed  by  Shakfpeare,  where  Henry,  prince  of 
Wales,  and  his  difiolute  companions  robbed  the  Kentifh  car- 
riers and  the  auditors  who  were  carrying  money  to  his  fa- 
ther’s exchequer.  At  a fmall  didance  wedward,  on  the  knole 
of  the  hill,  is  a genteel  houfe,  built  by  Mr.  alderman  Ste- 
vens, of  Rocheder,  who  occasionally  refides  in  it. 


Page 
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Page  484.  For  Faurejham  read  Faverjham 

The  village  of  Higham  is  called  Church-ftreet,  and 
tains  feven  houles.  ’ 


563 

con- 


Page  489.  Little  Oakley^  late  Mr.  Georee  Gate’s  nn«, 
f^r;  1 arfte’s’  by  JP^riage  of  one  of  his  fibers ; Mr.  Dud- 
]ow  S,  of  Town-Mailing,  by  marriage  of  a daughter  of  Mr.’ 
Edward  Gates  ; and  George  Gunning’s,  efo.  by  nurchafe  nf 
a fifth  part  from  M.fs  Catherine  Gates.  Y P °f 


• CLIFFE. 

Page  502.  In  1796,  a battery ,.  mounting  four  o-uns 
wasere&ed  in  the  marfhes  in  this  parilh,  towards  that  narr 
of  the  river  called  the  Lower  Hope. 

Page  505.  Bury  court.— On  Samuel  Clay  Harvey’s  death 
in  1791,  his  brother  Jacob  became  under  lettlement,  poflefled 
of  it,  on  whole  death  it  came  to  his  fon  of  the  fame  name 
who  now  owns  it. 

Page  506.  Molland  and  Dean-fee,  Since  which  it  be- 
came the  property  of  James  Roper  Head1,  e(q.  Campbell 
Elizabeth  LrM,  widow,  and  Frances  Mary  Head,  fpinfter, 
who  are  now  entitled  to  it. 

Page  5°7*  Priors-hall.  This  efiate  is  now  held  by 
leafe  from  the  dean  and  chapter,  by  the  chapter  clerks,  as 
trujlees , under  the  will  of  dean  Hardy,  and  a fettlement  made 
by  daine  Elizabeth  Clarke,  his  widow,  and  the  profits  of  it 
are  applied  in  payments  tothefchoolmafter,  chanter,  and  lay 
clerks  of  that  church,  in  augmentation  of  their  falaries ; the 
furplus  to  be  applied  in  putting  forth  the  children  of  the 
minor  canons,  lay  clerks  and  chorifiers  in  the  firft  place  after 
that ; to  the  poor  boys  of  the  parilhes  of  St.  Nicholas  and 
St.  Margaret’s,  in  Rochefier,  apprentices,  but  not  more  than 
5I.  to  one  boy.  This  truft  will  ceafein  about  twelve  years 
after  the  expiration  of  the  leafe. 

Page  509,  Cordons.  Mr.  John  Prebble,  of  Higham,  is 
the  prefent  lefiee. 


co\Vling. 


Page  521.  Cowling  lodge.  On  the  deceafe  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Smith,  Samuel  his  youngeft  fon  had  this  efiate  as  part  of 
his  lhare  or  the  inheritance,  fince  which  he  has  fold  it  to  his 
brother,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  of  Stroud,  who  now  owns  it. 

New  Barn.  On  Samuel  Clay  Harvey’s  death,  it  came 
to  his  brother  Jacob,  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  now  en- 
joys it. 
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FRINDSBURY. 

Page  526.  The  Little  Hermitage  is  now  his  Ton’s,  Mr. 
David  Hermitage  Day. 

The  'uarry-houfe . To  this  eftate  there  belongs  a dock, 
with  a rope-yard  and  other  conveniences  fituated  below  it  on 
the  bank  of  the  Medway,  at  which  men  of  war  of  a large 
lize  have  been  built  with  great  eafe  and  fafety. 

Page  544*  The  lelTee  of  the  parfonage  is  Mr.  Leez,  who 
lets  it  again  to  Mr.  John  Boghurft. 

STROUD. 

Page  552.  The  manor  of  Hawkins  is  referved  by  the 
dean  and  chapter  in  their  own  hands  ; the  demefne  lands  are 
now  in  leafe  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frederick  Dodfworth,  of  Thorn- 
ton Watnefs,  in  Yorkfkire,  in  right  of  Catherine  his  wife. 

Page  556.  Mr.  Thomas  Hulkes,  brother  of  James,  de- 
eeafed,  is  theprefent  leflee  of  this  fcite  of  Stroud  hofpital. 

Page  560.  Mr,  Beadon  refigned  the  curacy  in  1792. 
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high  halstow. 

PACE  J7. 

MJBORDIN  ATE  to  the  paramount  manor  of  Hoo  is  the 
reputed  7/m w of  High  Haljlow,  which,  with  a mdfuage 
caHeti  Duck  s court , alias  Bench's,  belonged  to  the  family  of 
Walpole,  of  Pinchbeck,  m Lincolnfhire,  but  Edward  Wal 
pole  dying  f. p.  in  1725,  Mary,  his  daughter,  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  Dr.  William  Smithfon,  whole  fon,  John  Wal 
pole  Smithfon,  dying  f.  p.  Jikewife  in  1731,  Catherine  his 
daughter  became  his  foie  heir,  and  married  Thomas  Davers 
efq.  admiral  ot  the  royal  navy,  who  died  at  Horrin^er- 
hall,  in  Suffolk,  in  174^1  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  in 
*759>  conveyed  it  to  his  mother,  and  (he  in  1763  fold  it 
to  Sufanna  Hodgman,  widow,  of  Rochefter,  who  by  her  will 
m 1764  gave  it  to  William  Horn,  of  Rochefter,  and  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  her  niece,  whofe  four  fons  and  four  daughters 
in  1783  joined  in  thefale  of  itto  Samuel  Smith,  yeoman,  of 
Hoo,  who  made  a divifion  of  his  eftates  in  1796,  between 
his  four  fons,  by  Rofe  his  fecond  wife,  and  on  a partition 
of  them  afterwards,  this  eftate  was  conveyed  by  them  to 
the  eldeft  fon,  Mr.  George  Smith,  who  now  relides  at 
Duck’s-court,  alias  Bewell’s,  of  which  he  is  the  prefent 
owner.  There  is  no  court  held  for  this  manor. 

Page  19.  The  Rev.  A-fr.  Burt  exchanged  this  re&ory 
with  Mr.  Grhnjione , for  Twickenham,  in  Middlefex,  in 
1788,  and  did  not  die  till  1791. 


ST.  MARIES. 

Page  24.  Combe , line  18.  The  Rev.  Richard  Hancorn 
Duppa,  who  afterwards  quitted  the  clerical  profeftion,  and 
took  the  title  of  efquire,  died  in  1789,  upon  which  the  pof- 
feflion  of  it,  as  well  as  of  his  other  eftates,  parted  over  to 

002  his 
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his  brother  Baldwin  Hancorn,  who  was  a lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  and  afterwards  took  the  name  of  Duppa,  and  it  be- 
came veiled  in  his  fon  Baldwin  Duppa  Hancorn,  who  was  at 
the  time  of  his  uncle’s  death  a lieutenant  in  the  Eaft-India 
company’s  fervice,  and  on  his  return  to  England  took  the 
furname  likewife  of  Duppa,  being  the  prefent  Baldwin  Dup- 
pa Duppa,  efq.  of  Hollingborne-hill,  at  this  time  the  owner 
of  this  eftate. 

Page  25.  The  prefent  leflee  of  Combe  Portion  is  not 
Richard,  but  Baldwin  Duppa  Duppa,  efq. 

Page  27.  Re£fors.  Robert  Burt  died  in  1791,  and 
George  Gaf coin ) S.  7'.  P.  was  inducted,  who  has  lince  taken 
the  name  of  Chandler , and  is  the  prefent  recftor. 

Page  31,  line  14.  For  Francis  read  Frances. 

ALLHALLOWS. 

Page  34.  Vicars.  Richard  Bathurjl  refignecj  this  vi- 
carage for  Wejl  Peckham , and  was  fucceeded  by  William 
Douthwaite , the  prefent  vicar. 


STOKE. 

Page  41.  Alahnaines  tithes:  George  and  John  Cop- 
pinger  were  leflees,  at  13s.  4d.  rent,  and  5th  Charles  l.  fold 
their  intereft  to  Thomas  TrelTe,  of  Hoo,  and  of  Gray’s-lnn, 
gent.  He  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  was  of  Batterfea, 
he  was  gentleman  penfioner  to  that  king,  being  the  fon  of 
Francis  Trefle,  gent,  of  Hoo,  whoffe  third  After  Ellen  mar- 
ried Peter  Gunning,  vicar  of  Hoo  and  Gravefend,  father  of 
Peter,  biihop  of  Ely.  She  afterwards  married  Mr.  Henlhaw. 
He  left  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  Ellen  married  to  Arthur 
Amherft,  Ad.  D.  of  Tunbridge;  and  Sarah.  Lady  Sarah 
Trefle  furvived  her  hulband,  and  afligned  her  right  in  thofe 
tithes  to  John  Lorinter. 

CATHEDRAL. 

Page  150.  Samuel  Horfley,  the  prefent  biihop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  was  confirmed  Dey.  7,  1 "93. 

ST.  NICHOLAS,  in  ROCHESTER. 

Page  1 6 1 . William  Wrigbte , the  prefent  vicar  of  St. 
Nicholas  is  A.  Ad. 

Page  162.  Satis.  Jofeph  Brooke  in  1785  fold  Satis  to 
John  Longley,  efq.  ihe  prefent  pofleflor  of  it. 

Adrs. 
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fo,fs*  Gordon’s  houfe  is  at  prefect  unoccupied,  and  is  to  be 

Page  164.  The houfes  in  this  parjfh  are  about  277  and 
there  are  about  the  fame  number  of  houfes  in  St.  Nicholas 

ST.  MARGARET. 

Page  168. . The  prefect  lefTee  of  Na/henden  manor  is 
Hubble'11  Hubb  e>  by  an  affiSnment  of  lea fe  from  Mark 

Page  170.  Lower  Deice  has  been  alienated  to  Thomas 
Bailees,  efq.  who  now  owns  it. 

r T'c  ?rea!  DdC£  >with  &»g’s  farm,  is  ftill  pof- 

fefTed  by  the  defeendants  of  the  family  of  Waring.  Mrs 

.Lotolhy  Wai  ing,  and  fome  children  of  it  are  now  entitled 
to  this  eftate. 

r P_AGf  L73*  Richard  Boghurft,  fen.  is  the  orefent  lefTee 
of  Little  Deice. 

Page  174.  The  portion  of  tithes  is  now  charged  in  the 
parfonage. 

Page  179.  The  prefect  leffee  of  the  parfonage  is  Mrs. 
jemima  Bridges,  in  trujl  for  Mrs.  Campbell,  Elizabeth 
Till,  James  Roper  Head,  efq.  and  Mifs  Frances  Mary  Head. 

Page  180.  1 here  is  betides  the  payment  of  5I.  6s.  8d. 

a large  augmentation  of  29I.  paid  by  the  lefTee  of  the  par- 
fonage. * 


CHATHAM. 

Page  2 1 1.  Sharjled.  The  prefect  lefTee  is  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Boghurft,  efq.  of  Stroud  j her  coufia  Mr! 
John  Boghurft  is  the  occupier. 

Page  213.  Room  houfe  is  now  inhabited  by  Major  Maw- 
bey,  barrack  mafter  of  Chatham. 

Page  214,  line  10  from  bottom.  For  Mr.  Lawrence , of 
Evans , read  Mr.  Lawrence  Evans . 

Page  222,  line  7,  from  the  bottom,  for  1637  read  1737. 

The  church.  The  width  of  the  prefect  building  is  the 
fame  as  before,  and  the  only  addition  to  its  fize  is  the  length- 
ening the  north  and  fouth  ifles,  to  the  end  of  the  former 
chancel ; it  now  confifts  as  before  of  a nave  and  two  fide 
ifles,  and  the  gallery  extends  quite  round  the  fouth-weft  and 
north  ifles. 


GILLINGHAM. 
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GILLINGHAM. 

Page  227.  Brompton  atprcfent  confifts  of  near  five  hun- 
dred houfes,  the  greateft  part  of  which  are  in  Gillingham, 
about  360  of  them,  and  the  town  is  continually  increafing. 
I'he  lines  of  fortification  are  at  prefent  in  a very  unfinilhed 
fiate,  and  make  a very  difreputable  appearance. 

Page  229.  For  John  Ujford,  read  John  Stratford. 

Page  231.  Notwithftanding  Mr.  Lambard  is  charged 
on  the  roll  of  fee-farm  rents,  and  pays  accordingly  for  the 
manor , fcite,  and  demefne  lands  of  the  manor  of  Gillingham, 
yet  the  manor  is  held  in  the  name  of  lord  Somers,  who  in- 
herits hkewife  the  fee-farm  rents  of  the  manor  granted  by 
the  crown  to  his  anceftor  the  lord-chancellor  Somers  in  1697, 
and  he  receives  befides  the  fee-farm  rents,  the  reliefs  and 
alienations  due  from  time  to  time  from  it. 

Page  232.  Wejlcourt  manor.  Sir  Richard  Levefon,  in 
1627,  conveyed  it  to  John  Duling,  gent,  who  by  will  in 
1638,  gave  it  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Salmon,  and  file 
conveyed  it  in  1651  to  George  Bower,  efq.  the  executors  of 
whofe  widow,  Anne  Bower,  pafied  it  away  in  1661  to  Au- 
guftine  Czefar,  M.  D.  of  Rochefter,  who  by  will  in  1677, 
gave  it  to  Alice  his  wife  for  life,  and  afterwards  to  his  ne- 
phew Auguftine  (fon  of  his  brother  Jofeph  Caefar)  and  Alice 
his  wife,  and  the  iurvivor  of  them  ; they  left  four  daughters 
and  coheirs,  Joane,  Margaret,  Mary  and  Alice.  Alice, 
wife  of  Auguftine  Czefar,  furviving  him,  remarried  JohnHig- 
gons,  gent,  and  they,  jointly  with  her  four  daughters  and 
coheirs,  of  her  former  hufband,  in  1698  conveyed  it  to  Tho- 
mas Rogers,  gent,  and  anno  10  William  III.  an  aiSt  pafied 
for  veiling  the  abfolute  fee  and  inheritance  of  this  manor  in 
him;  he  held  it  till  1733,  when  he  fold  it  to  Chrifiopher 
Searle,  gent,  of  Hackftaple,  defcended  out  of  Devonfhire, 
and  who  in  1721  had  married  Anna,  one  of  his  daughters, 
by  his  wife  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Paine,  gent,  of  Darent. 
Mr.  Searle  left  three  furviving  daughters  his  coheirs,  Anna, 
now  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  btrover,  of  Gillingham  ; Jane- 
Arabella,  widow  ot  George  Weekly,  efq.  of  Town-Mai- 
ling, and  Elizabeth,  who  though  twice  married,  died  f p. 
in  1 786,  fo  that  the  two  elder  fillers  are  now  become  the  foie 
pofleflors  of  this  manor.  Mr.  S trover  has  ifiue  one  fon, 
John,  a captain  in  the  Eaft-India  Company’s  fervice,  and 
two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Sally. 
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lorf fo,d  in  -796  .0  John  Tay- 

I>ACurV6'  T,’‘i  iur‘fl‘a't”‘  «f  thi  port  of  Hafiims  is  be- 
mhd  ’ n°r  dU<-'S  been W ««  i/.infe  out  of 

MAIDSTONE. 

slcjcoaj.’  lh!  F°f  miiam  S‘aC!>'  r“d  WUm 

, „PA?E  3^2’  l\ne  27‘  The  lleirs  °f  Chriftopher  Fullaear 
MaidftMe';  P eftate  Mr-  Will,am  Coleman, °0f 

detling. 

. Page  359-  I am  informed  Mr.  PolhiJI  has  not  refined 
but  ftill  continues  vicar  of  Detling.  9 

LOOSE. 

. Page  3^r*  Salt's-place , fince  Mrs.  Martin’s  death,  con- 
tinues uninhabited. 

The  mills  in  the  parifh  of  Loofe  are  for  the  manufactories 
of  paper,  grinding  of  corn,  and  fulling,  and  there  is  much 
tanning  work  done  in  this  parifli. 


LINTON. 

Page  368,  line  28.  Linton-tlace  is  occupied  by  Tames 
Mann,  efq.  J J 

Page  370.  Begin  ihe  lift  of  vicars  of  Linton  thus  : 

Henry  Ley,  in  1560,  obt.  Feb.  Andrew  Reyney,  1 676,  deprived 
1620.  ,679. 

Edward  Majler , obt.  Oft.  2,  William  Wing,  A.  B.  indu&ed 
1658.  _ Feb.  17,  1679,  deprived 

Repent  Nichols,  ejedted  by  the  1681. 

Bartholomew  Adt,  1661.  James  Tdon,  obt.  1681. 

Plant  as  Cojby,  A M.  ind.  j 676,  Bajil  Richards , tSec. 
obt.  Dec.  1676. 

EAST  FAR  LEIGH. 

Page  378,  line  u.  From  the  coheirs  of  Dr.  Jones  this 
eftate  pafled  by  fale  to  Ifrael  Lewis,  of  Hampfted,  the  pre- 
fenl  pofleftbr  of  it. 
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BARMING. 
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EAR  MING. 

Pace  384.  Banning  heath  was,  til!  within  this  century, 
ufually  known  by  the  name  of  Longfole  heath  ; a fmail 
part  of  the  north-eaft  part  of  it  is  within  Aylesford  parifh. 

Line  28.  Thomas  Whitaker  has  left  Watringbury,  and 
now  refldes  at  Trottefclive. 

Page  385.  Soon  after  ladChridmas,  or  the  beginning  of  the 
fpring  1796,  there  were  found  in  the  grubbing  up  of  a hedge 
at  a fmail  didance  wedward  from  the  parfonage,  feven  Roman 
urns.  They  were  all  placed  near  each  other,  and  were  entire 
when  found,  but  were  broken  by  the  workmen  ; they  con- 
tained a great  quantity  of  bones.  The  urns  were  fome  of  a 
dark  lead  colour,  and  others  of  a coarfe  red  kind  of  brick 
earth,  but  both  looked  as  if  turned  in  a lathe.  The  workmen 
faid  that  when  entire,  they  were  near  two  feet  high,  and  in- 
deed from  the  quantities  of  allies  they  mud  have  been  very 
large.  There  was  part  of  a man’s  Ikull  found  near  them, 
and  a little  further  a great  quantity  of  bones  without  any  urn, 
thefe  indantly  went  to  dud  as  foon  as  expofeu  to  the  air.  In 
a hop-ground  at  a little  didance,  in  digging  for  the  quarry- 
done  vaft  numbers  of  bones,  both  of  men  and  horfes,  were 
found  regularly  laid,  fome  of  them  upon  the  bare  rock. 
However  thefe  feem  to  have  had  no  relation  to  the  former, 
to  have  been  of  a much  later  date,  and  to  have  been  by  mere 
chance  placed  near  the  others.  '1  he  Roman  remains  furely 
point  out  that  their  military  way  led  by  this  place,  and  the 
bones  of  the  men  and  horfes  may  be  conjectured  to  have  been 
of  thofe,  either  of  one  fide  or  the  other,  who  fell  in  the  fkir- 
midt  between  the  Royalids  and  Oliverians,  in  1648,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  above  page. 

Page  389,  line  11.  Mr.  Henry  Golding,  who  purchafed 
the  edate  of  Banning  in  king  Charles  lld.’s  reign,  left  it  to 
his  fon  Henry,  whole  fon  of  the  fame  name  fold  it  to  Tho- 
mas Stringer,  efq.  and  he  pad'ed  it  away  to  Mr.  Spencer,  who 
conveyed  it  to  captain  Nicholas  Amhurd. 

Page  392.  The  Rev.  MarkNoble,  re&or  of  Banning, 
is  fellow  of  the  antiquarian  fociety  and  author  of  feveral 
learned  works,  among  others  of  a genealogical  hidory  of  the 
prefent  royal  families  of  Europe,  Memoirs  of  the  Proteclo- 
rate  Houfe  of  Cromwell,  of  the  royal  houfe  of  Stuart,  of  the 
illudrious  houfe  of  Medici,  and  of  two  diflertations  on  the 
mint  and  coins  of  the  epifcopal  palatine  of  Durham. 
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thffi^Henrv//70ld5trMr’  Henry  Go,dinS’  g^ndfon  of 
e nrit  Henry,  fold  this  manor  to  Stringer,  as  he  did  to 

Spencer,  and  he  again  to  Captain  Nicholas  Amhurft. 

RYARSH. 

Perci*be  the  modern  ftate  of  the  parifh  thus  • 
ie  panfh  is  full  three  miles  long  from  north  to  fouth  but 
not  very  narrow.  The  Addington  brook  croffes  ’ bu 
much  nearer  the  north  than  the  fouth  ; about  a mile  from  the 
northern  bank  ot  it  lies  the  only  village  in  the  parifh,  which 
is  not  very  larje.  1 he  church  is  within  a few  rods  of  the 
brook,  and  adjoining  to  it  is  the  court-lodge  belonging  to  the 
earl  of  Abergavenny.  About  half  a mile  from  it  Ts  Care w's 
court  clofe  to  the  Maidftone  road,  a large  houfe,  the  farm  of 
which  is  the  largeft  in  the  parifh  ; from  hence,  about  a mil 
fouthward,  is  hartherwell,  to  the  manfioa  of  which  there  is 
an  acre  of  garden  ground  walled  round.  The  foil  of  this 
parifh  is  rather  fertile,  being  a fand-y  loam,  producing  good 
c.ops  °f  corn  as  well  as  hops,  of  which  latter  there  are  near 

woodland. aC1€S*  ThC  n°rthern  Part  of  * ^ chiefly 

w AGm493’  Un£  *?*  Carew>s-court)  by  Sir  Edward  Auf- 
en  s will,  confirmed  by  lady  Auflen,  his  widow,  now  be- 
longs to  her  relation  Mr.  A lien. 


JLfc,  1 BORNE. 


1 age  496.  Addington  brook  does  not  bound  this  oarifh 
on  the  fouth,  as  there  are  many  acres  of  land  fouthward  of 
it,  lome  of  which  run  up  near  to  Town  Mailing.  The  foil 
in  general  is  light,  with  a mixture  of  loam  ; to  the  north- 
ward  towards  Birhngit  is  a black  mould  and  richer,  a moift 
land.  Eaftward  of  the  cafile  and  church  it  extends  but  a little 
way,  the  parifh  of  Eaft-Mailing  runs  up  here  clofe  to  JLey- 
orne  glebe.  i he  draggling  houfes,  including  cottages,  are 
only  thirty-nine.  3 ’ 


EAST  MALLING. 

Page  508.  This  parifh  is  about  three  miles  long  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  not  quite  a mile  in  breadth.  T he  northern  part 
is  a deep  wet  foil,  confiding  chiefly  of  paflure,  common  to 
three  parifhes,  principally  in  Eafl-Malling  next  to  this,  the 
land  is  fandy,  the  fouthern  is  near  the  rock,  and  near  and  on 
the  heath  partly  gravel,  and  partly  loam,  fit  for  the  making  of 

bricks. 
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bricks,  for  which  there  are  two  kilns  on  it.  The  chapel  at 
New  Fly th  is  now  a cottage,  belonging  to  Sir  John  P.  Twif- 
den,  bart. 

WEST,  OR  TOWN  MALLING. 

Page  518.  The  parifh  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  a de- 
tached piece  of  woodland,  part  of  Aylesford  parifh  ; by  other 
woods  to  Mereworth,  and  by  Canon-heath  to  Watringbury. 
The  town  contains  about  one  hundred  and  forty  houfes. 

Page  521,  line  5.  The  houfe  and  eftate,  late  belonging 
to  admiral  Forbes,  was  after  his  death  purchafed  by  Thomas 
Auguftus  Douce,  efq.  but  it  is  at  prelent  inhabited  by  Mrs. 
Wynch,  widow  of  the  late  governor. 

Line  20.  Mr.  Clement  Taylor  now'  refidc-s  at  New 
Barne. 

Page  532.  There  are  two  acres  of  glebe  land,  exclufive 
of  the  church-yard  belonging  to  the  vicarage,  and  there  is  an 
annual  rent  paid  to  the  vicar  of  40s.  charged  on  an  eftate 
purchafed  a few  years  ago  of  admiral  Forbes,  by  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Palmer,  of  St.  Leonard’s-ftreet,  in  this  town. 

Page  546,  line  24.  For  and  his  read  the. 

Page  547,  line  5.  For  Goats  read  Goats  Heads • 


